Episode 15 Wine Regions Revealed: Savoie - Alpine Elegance
Hi! I'm Marc, and welcome back to Wine Regions Revealed—where we uncover the world's most exciting wine regions, one glass at a time.
Last time, we explored Jura, with its wild oxidative wines and delicate reds. 
Today, we're heading to the French Alps—Savoie! Did you know this mountainous region grows grapes on slopes so steep they sometimes require helicopter harvests? 
Forget what you've heard about "simple" mountain wines—Savoie's high-altitude whites and peppery reds are some of Europe's most refreshing hidden gems.

"Perched between lakes and peaks, Savoie's glacial soils and alpine climate create razor-sharp whites and lively reds. 
While it's famous for crisp Jacquère, rare grapes like Altesse (Roussette) and Mondeuse are winning over sommeliers worldwide."

Why Should I Care?
· For drinkers: Savoie delivers thirst-quenching whites under $25 that outperform pricier Alpine neighbors.
· For nerds: The DIAM closure (a high-tech cork alternative) was perfected here to prevent cork taint in delicate wines. 
· Try this: Compare a Jacquère with a Chasselas—notice how altitude affects their mineral intensity!

Practical Application
Sub-Regions to Know:
· Vin de Savoie: "The broad appellation for zesty whites and light reds. Seek out Domaine Belluard for groundbreaking Gringet."
· Roussette de Savoie: "100% Altesse—think apricot and almond, with laser acidity."
· Mondeuse: "Savoie's peppery red (related to Syrah!) pairs perfectly with fondue."
Pro Tip: "Look for 'Cruet' or 'Marestel' on Roussette labels—these are top-tier vineyard sites."

Common Mistakes
"Don't assume Savoie wines are all light and simple—aged Altesse develops honeyed complexity. And never serve Mondeuse too warm—lightly chilled (60°F) brings out its vibrant spice."

Quick Reference
	Grapes
	Best Styles
	Food Pairings

	Jacquère
	Citrusy, mountain-stream fresh
	Raclette, oysters

	Altesse
	Floral, stone fruit
	Trout amandine, goat cheese

	Mondeuse
	Peppery, light-bodied
	Fondue, charcuterie



Next time on Wine Regions Revealed, we’ll venture to Southwest France—home of bold Cahors "black wine" and tangy Irouléguy. 
Until then, pour a glass of Savoie’s Jacquère and send me your tasting. Santé!"
There's a whole world of wine waiting—let’s continue to uncover it.
