Episode 139 Wine Packaging - Beyond the Bottle
Hi! I'm Marc, and welcome back to Wine in Small Sips.
Last week I talked about Wine Marketing. Today I will switch it up a little.
Ever bought a wine just because the label looked cool? (Be honest—we’ve all done it.) Today, we’re pulling back the curtain on wine packaging—the silent salesperson that whispers "Pick me!" from the shelf.
From minimalist designs to space-age materials, we’ll explore how bottles, labels, and even alternative packaging (yes, cans belong here!) shape what we buy... and whether it actually matters for what’s inside.

Why Should You Care?
1. For Your Wallet:
· Fancy packaging can add $10+ to a bottle’s price—is it worth it?
· Pro Tip: Wines in heavier bottles often cost more... but weight ≠ quality.
2. For the Planet:
· Glass bottles account for 29% of wine’s carbon footprint. We’ll spotlight eco-options:
· Bag-in-box (3x greener than glass)
· Cans (perfect for picnics—and yes, serious wineries use them)
· Lightweight bottles (like Porto Protocol’s 420g vs. traditional 800g)
3. For Fun:
· Some designs are pure art (check out Mouton Rothschild’s artist series). Others? Well… let’s just say "bold choices" were made.

Wine Nerd Alert! 🚨
"That ‘punts’ (the dimple in bottle bottoms)? Originally for structural integrity, now it’s mostly marketing. Deep punts =/= better wine—but they DO trick your brain into thinking the bottle feels ‘premium’."

The Packaging Hall of Fame (and Shame)
Genius:
· 19 Crimes (Augmented Reality labels tell convicts’ stories)
· Justine’s Wines (Braille labels for blind/low-vision drinkers)
· Tablas Creek’s lightweight bottles (Same wine, 40% less glass)
Questionable:
· Bottles shaped like guitars/unicorns (Cute, but a sommelier’s nightmare)
· "Frosted" labels that feel like sunscreen (Why?!)

Practical Takeaways
1. Look Past the Hype:
· A pretty label might mean great wine... or just great marketing.
· Test: Buy the same wine in a bottle vs. can—does packaging change your perception?
2. Eco-Conscious Picks:
· Best value: Bag-in-box (3-4 glasses for $20, stays fresh weeks)
· Most portable: Cans (ideal for hiking or beaches)
3. Store Smarts:
· Boxed wine lasts 6 weeks after opening (vs. 3-5 days for bottles).
· Clear bottles = skip if stored in light (UV ruins wine).

On the ‘Next Sip’
"Now that we’ve seen how wine dresses to impress, let’s explore when it literally becomes art. Next week: Wine & Art—from Château labels painted by Picasso to wines that age in underwater museums!"
I’m curious: What’s the weirdest wine packaging you’ve seen? A bottle shaped like a skull? A label that glows in the dark? Tag us @WineInSmallSips—we’ll feature the wildest ones!
Here’s to looking beyond the label—cheers! 🍷

