Episode 131 Your Wine Journey: Where to Go Next
Hi! I'm Marc, and welcome back to Wine in Small Sips.
After 130 episodes exploring everything from grape varieties to future trends, you might be wondering: "What now?" Whether you're just starting out or ready to dive deeper, this episode is your personalized roadmap to becoming a more confident wine lover. Let's find your perfect next step.

For the Curious Beginner
Let’s revisit Episodes 1-15: Foundation Levels
If You Enjoyed:
· Learning wine basics
· Simple tasting techniques
· Everyday food pairings
Your Next Sip may be:
Host a "Wine 101" night with friends
• Buy 3 affordable bottles (white, red, sparkling)
• Compare them using our tasting method from Episode 10
• Vote on favorites – there are no wrong answers!
Pro Tip: Keep a notebook of wines you like (even just photos of labels). You'll spot patterns in your preferences.

For the Adventurous Explorer
Building on Grape/Region Episodes 16-55
If You Loved:
· Discovering new grapes like Assyrtiko (ah-SEER-tee-ko) or Tannat
· Exploring regional differences. 
Try the same varietal from three distinct regions and then compare them. Take notes and compare with your friends.
Your Next Sip may be Choose Your Own Adventure:
Visit a local wine shop and ask for:
· Something from a country you've never tried"
· An unusual grape you're excited to try
Plan an "Around the World" tasting night with friends:
· Pick 2 or 3 Old World (Europe) vs. New World (Americas/Australia) version. 
Myth Buster: "You need to spend a lot to explore" → Many shops offer $15-20 bottles that perfectly represent their region. Just ask!

For the Budding Enthusiast
This connects to Episodes 56-95: Techniques & Deep Dives)
If You're Ready For:
· Understanding winemaking choices
· Spotting oak vs. stainless steel flavors
· Exploring natural/orange wines
On Your Next Sip try Leveling Up:
· Take a local wine class (many shops offer $25-50 sessions) Total Wine offers some if you have one in your area.
· Visit a nearby winery for a "behind the scenes" tour, or splurge and visit a wine region of your choice.
· Re-watch Episode 59 (Fermentation) with a notebook.

Quick Self-Check
Ask Yourself:
1. Do I mostly drink the same 2-3 wines? Then try the Beginner path
2. Do I get excited about wine labels? → You may be on the Explorer path
3. Do I wonder how wines get their flavors? →You are definitely on the Enthusiast path

On the Next Sip we will venture into Wine Cocktails: Beyond the Spritz. 
In the meantime, I'd love to hear: What was your most surprising "aha!" moment from the series? 
Maybe it was learning to hold a glass properly, or discovering you actually like Chardonnay?
I’d love to hear from you.
Cheers to your next sip.
