Episode 130 The Future of Wine: Trends and Predictions
Hi! I’m Marc, and welcome back to Wine in Small Sips.
Remember when orange wine was a weird novelty and screwcaps meant "cheap"? 
The wine world never stops evolving. 
Today, we’re peeking into my crystal ball, or should I say, wine glass to explore what’s next—from climate-resilient grapes to tech that’ll make your corkscrew jealous.

1. Climate Change’s Silver Linings
I talked about this in Episode 118: "Climate Change and Wine" but here is some more thoughts.
If climate change continues like it is in the future there will be more challenge:
· Today in Bordeaux winemakers are planting heat-resistant grapes.
· Traditional premium wine regions may soon be better for olives than Cabernet.
What is bad for California may be opportunities for Canada and others:
· New Wine Capitals: English sparkling wine is just the start—watch for Belgian Pinot Noir and Canadian Syrah.
· Ancient Grapes, Modern Future: Portugal’s Baga (BAH-ga) and Greece’s Assyrtiko (ah-SEER-tee-ko) thrive in heat.
Pro Tip: Try a 2023 vintage from an emerging region—it’s like time-traveling to 2050.

2. Tech in the Vineyard
AI Winemakers:
· Algorithms now predict harvest dates with scary accuracy.
· Drones monitor vine health in real time.
Blockchain Bottles:
· Scan a QR code to see your wine’s journey from vine to shelf, this ties into Episode 129: Counterfeiting.
Myth Buster: "Tech ruins wine’s romance." → Nope! It helps small wineries compete with giants.

3. The Sustainable Revolution
· Packaging: Cans, pouches, and even seaweed-based "bottles" are going mainstream.
· Zero-Waste Wineries: Solar power, dry farming, and recycled water are becoming the new normal.
Try This: Buy one wine in alternative packaging this month—you might be surprised.

Quick Reference Cheat Sheet
Embrace:
· Wines from climate-pioneering regions (think: Tasmania, Michigan)
· Oddball grapes like Saperavi fromGeorgia – the country or País from Chile.
Skip:
· Unproven tech that prioritizes novelty over quality
· Anything that seems more about speculation than enjoyment
Focus Instead On:
· Wineries investing in real sustainability
· Emerging regions doing interesting work

On the Next Sip
Now that we’ve explored wine’s future, let’s talk about Your Wine Journey—Where to Go Next.
I’ll help you chart your personalized path, whether you’re curious about certifications, dream of visiting vineyards, or just want to drink smarter.
I’d love to hear: What wine trend excites or worries you most? 
Climate-smart grapes? AI sommeliers? Drop a comment—no stories to share, just vibes!
Cheers to the future.
