Episode 125 Wine on a Budget: Great Bottles Under $20 (and Where to Find Them)

Hi! I’m Marc, and welcome back to WINE IN SMALL SIPS.
Let’s be real: loving wine shouldn’t require a trust fund. Some of my all-time favorite bottles cost less than a fancy latte—like the 90-point Spanish Garnacha I scored for $6.99 at Grocery Outlet (more on that later). 
Today, we’re hunting for stupid-good budget wines, decoding where to find them, and exposing the tricks brands use to make cheap wine taste expensive.

Why Budget Wine Gets a Bad Rap
Cheap wine used to mean sugary, unbalanced garbage. But today? Globalization and modern winemaking mean even $10 bottles can overdeliver. 
The secret? Knowing where to look and what to ignore (looking at you, fake “discounts”).

Why Should I Care?
· Careful shopping and save you big bucks: With care and persistence you can build a cellar-worthy collection without going broke.
· Daily Drinkers: Why “save” a great bottle for a special occasion that may never come?
· Bragging Rights: Nothing feels better than outsmarting the system. Telling your wine snob friends after tasting how cheap that great wine really was.

The Budget Wine Playbook
1. The “90+ Point Steals” Strategy
· Where to Find Them: Discount chains (Grocery Outlet, Trader Joe’s, Costco), closeout sales, or wine apps like Wine-Searcher.
· Pro Tip: Scan labels for small critics’ scores (e.g., “90pts – use the Vinous app”).
· Example: Bodegas Volver 'Single Vineyard' Garnacha (Spain) – $6.99 (originally $25!) at Grocery Outlet.
2. The “Underdog Region” Hack
Skip Napa and Bordeaux. Target:
· Portugal: Dry reds from Alentejo ($10–$15).
· Spain: Monastrell from Jumilla ($8–$12).
· Languedoc, France: Rustic blends ($9–$14).
3. The “Ugly Label” Secret
· Truth: Fancy packaging means your paying for marketing.
· Try: Las Rocas Garnacha (Spain) – ugly label, glorious wine ($11).
4. The “Second Label” Loophole
Big-name wineries sell similar juice under cheaper brands:
· Conundrum Red Blend ($25) also offer The Puzzle at only $12.
· Orin Swift’s Palermo ($50) has Eight Years in the Desert for $25.
5. The “Restaurant Trick” for Bargains
· Ask: “What’s your best-value bottle under $40?” (They’ll often point to hidden gems). Warning your still paying a premium price!

Where to Shop Like a Pro
· Grocery Outlet: Rotating closeouts (check for shelf tags with original prices). Don’t forget to use an app!
· Trader Joe’s: House brands like Coppola Diamond Collection ($8–$12).
· Costco: Kirkland Signature labels are all made by top wineries.
· Local Wine Shops: They discount slow-movers—don’t be afraid to ask for “case discounts.”

Cheat Sheet: 5 Killer Bottles Under $15
1. Cline Cashmere (California) – Silky red blend ($12).
2. Domaine Bousquet Malbec (Argentina) – Organic and rich ($11).
3. Vinho Verde (Portugal) – Crisp, fizzy white ($7).
4. La Vieille Ferme Rouge (France) – Easy-drinking Rhône blend ($9).
5. Bogle Essential Red (California) – Jammy crowd-pleaser ($10).
6. “My latest under $10 Score” (e.g., “This week: 2018 Rioja for $8.99 at Costco”).

Common Budget Traps to Avoid
· Fake Sales: “Was $30, now $15” often means it was always $15.
· Celebrity Wines: Most are overpriced for the quality (exceptions exist, but rare).
· Giant Bottles: Quality usually drops in 1.5L+ formats.

On The Next Sip: Holiday Wines!
Need crowd-pleasers for Thanksgiving or New Years Eve? Next I’ll cover festive picks for every palate—without the holiday markup.
Your Turn: Found an insane bargain? Let me know, I love a bargin!
