
Self-Guided Walking Tour: Dakar, Senegal
Approx. Time: 2.5 hours | Total Distance: 1.6 miles (2.5 km) | Start & End: Dakar Cruise Terminal, Port of Dakar

1. Cruise Terminal and Boulevard de la République (Start)
Time: Begin directly from the port
Highlight: The port of Dakar lies at the westernmost point of Africa, where the Atlantic meets the bustling capital. Step outside and follow Boulevard de la République, a wide, tree-lined avenue that captures the city’s colonial charm and lively rhythm.
Tip: Taxis and guides are available at the terminal, but the route is safe and ideal for walking during daylight hours.

2. Place de l’Indépendance
Time: 10-minute walk from the port
What to See: This elegant plaza is the city’s civic heart, framed by French colonial-era buildings such as the Ministry of the Interior and Hotel de Ville. It’s often compared to a Parisian square, complete with palms, fountains, and modern cafés.
Photo Stop: Capture the mix of historic façades and modern Dakar life.

3. Sandaga Market (Marché Sandaga)
Time: 10-minute walk east from the square
Highlight: One of Dakar’s most colorful and energetic markets. Here you’ll find everything from handmade jewelry and textiles to spices and African drums. The noise, scent, and color are pure Senegal.
Tip: Haggling is expected, but keep valuables secure and shop with a smile — the vendors are friendly and love conversation.

4. Dakar Cathedral (Cathédrale du Souvenir Africain)
Time: 10 minutes west toward the plateau
What to See: Built in 1936, this striking white cathedral blends European and African motifs. Its interior mosaics and stained glass depict Senegalese culture and faith.
Note: It’s open most days; modest dress appreciated.

5. IFAN Museum of African Arts (Musée Théodore Monod)
Time: 10-minute walk from the cathedral
Highlight: One of West Africa’s oldest museums, featuring tribal masks, textiles, musical instruments, and carvings from across the continent. It’s an excellent place to learn about Senegal’s ethnic diversity and artistic heritage.
Tip: Exhibits are labeled in French, but staff often offer informal English explanations.

6. Presidential Palace and Gardens
Time: 5-minute stroll west toward the ocean
What to See: The Presidential Palace, a white mansion built in 1907, is surrounded by lush gardens and guarded by ceremonial soldiers in red uniforms. While entry isn’t permitted, the exterior makes for excellent photos.
Note: Be discreet — photography of guards is not allowed.

7. Corniche Ouest Promenade (Seaside Walk)
Time: 10-minute walk continuing along the oceanfront
Highlight: Dakar’s Corniche Ouest offers sweeping views of the Atlantic. Watch surfers catching waves below the cliffs and fishermen tending their nets. The salty breeze and sea views make this one of the most scenic parts of the city.
Optional Stop: Le Lagon 1, a seaside restaurant near the port, is a perfect place for grilled fish and sunset views.

8. Return to Cruise Terminal
Time: 15-minute easy walk back toward the port
Highlight: As you return, enjoy the soundscape of Dakar — a mix of traffic, drums, and ocean wind. The port area often features local musicians performing for visitors.

Local Tips
· Currency: West African CFA Franc (XOF); small euro notes accepted.
· Language: French is official; Wolof widely spoken; English limited.
· Dress: Light, modest clothing suitable for warm, humid weather.
· Safety: Safe during the day; cross streets carefully.
· Hydration: Carry bottled water — the sun can be strong.
· Tipping: 10% appreciated in cafés and markets.

Total Walking Time: ~2.5 hours (plus museum and café stops)
Difficulty: Easy – flat, paved streets

Tagline for footer:
“Keep exploring — your next favorite discovery might be waiting on Dakar’s sunlit streets.”

