Chapter 5 — Wine Classification Systems
Multiple Choice Questions
1. What is the primary purpose of wine classification systems?
A. To regulate pricing
B. To ensure quality, authenticity, and regional integrity
C. To standardize all winemaking techniques
D. To limit international trade
2. Which Italian classification represents the highest level of quality control?
A. IGT
B. DOC
C. DOCG
D. VDT
3. What is the key requirement for wines classified under DOCG in Italy?
A. Use of only international grape varieties
B. Lower maximum yields, government tasting panel approval, and numbered seals
C. No restrictions on aging requirements
D. Allowed blending with wines from other regions
4. Which Italian classification allows the most flexibility in grape varieties and winemaking techniques?
A. DOCG
B. IGT
C. DOC
D. Vino da Tavola
5. What is the highest level of French wine classification?
A. IGP
B. Vin de France
C. AOC/AOP
D. Vin de Table
6. Which French classification allows more winemaking flexibility than AOC wines?
A. Vin de France
B. Indication Géographique Protégée (IGP)
C. Grand Cru
D. Premier Cru
7. What is the name of the historic Bordeaux classification system created in 1855?
A. Burgundy Grand Cru System
B. 1855 Bordeaux Classification
C. Alsace Grand Cru AOC
D. Médoc Cru Artisan
8. Which French wine classification is based on vineyard sites rather than producers?
A. Alsace Grand Cru AOC
B. Burgundy Grand Cru System
C. Bordeaux AOC
D. Rhône Valley AOC
9. What is the top tier of Spain’s wine classification system?
A. DO
B. DOCa/DOQ
C. Vino de la Tierra
D. Vino de Mesa
10. Which Spanish classification is reserved for estate wines of exceptional quality?
A. DO
B. Vino de Pago (VP)
C. Vino de Calidad
D. Vino de la Tierra
11. Which German classification is based on grape ripeness at harvest?
A. AOC
B. DO
C. Prädikatswein
D. IGT
12. Which is the basic quality wine category in Germany?
A. Prädikatswein
B. Qualitätswein (QbA)
C. Grosses Gewächs
D. Kabinett
13. What is the primary focus of the American Viticultural Area (AVA) system?
A. Grape variety regulation
B. Winemaking techniques
C. Geographic boundaries
D. Government wine rating scores
14. What percentage of grapes must come from a designated AVA for a wine to carry that label?
A. 50%
B. 85%
C. 90%
D. 100%
15. Which South African wine classification guarantees authenticity and provenance?
A. DOC
B. AOC
C. Wine of Origin (WO)
D. DOQ
16. What does “Estate Wine” mean under the South African WO system?
A. Made from imported grapes
B. Blended from multiple estates
C. Produced, grown, and bottled on a single estate
D. Aged for at least 5 years
17. Which classification ensures wine quality and origin in Argentina?
A. Vino de la Tierra
B. Denominación de Origen Controlada (DOC)
C. Grand Cru
D. QbA
18. Which Chilean classification system designates geographical regions for wine production?
A. DOC
B. AVA
C. Denominación de Origen (DO)
D. WO
19. Which classification level in Chile focuses on climate-based terroir distinctions?
A. DOCG
B. Grand Cru
C. Costa, Entre Cordilleras, and Andes
D. IGT
20. What is a key distinction between Old World and New World classification systems?
A. New World systems dictate winemaking methods
B. Old World systems allow more winemaking flexibility
C. Old World systems regulate both origin and winemaking techniques, while New World focuses on geography
D. New World wines must meet government taste tests
21. Which Italian DOCG wine is made from 100% Nebbiolo grapes?
A. Brunello di Montalcino
B. Barolo
C. Chianti Classico
D. Amarone
22. What is the significance of the Gallo Nero (Black Rooster) symbol on Chianti Classico wines?
A. It indicates wines from northern Piedmont
B. It signifies authenticity and quality in Chianti Classico
C. It is used on all Italian wines
D. It designates government ownership
23. Which classification in Spain is one level below DO?
A. DOCa
B. Vino de Pago
C. Vino de Calidad con Indicación Geográfica (VCIG)
D. Grand Cru
24. Which German Prädikatswein level is reserved for frozen grape wines?
A. Spätlese
B. Beerenauslese
C. Eiswein
D. Trockenbeerenauslese
25. What distinguishes Premier Cru from Grand Cru in Burgundy?
A. Premier Cru wines are more expensive
B. Grand Cru represents the highest tier of vineyard classification
C. Premier Cru wines must be aged longer
D. Grand Cru wines come from multiple regions
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