Chapter 4.1 — Understanding Major White and Red Varietals: Multiple Choice Questions
1. Which factor influences the characteristics of a grape variety?
A. Climate
B. Soil
C. Winemaking techniques
D. All of the above
2. Which white grape is often described as the “winemaker’s canvas” due to its adaptability?
A. Sauvignon Blanc
B. Chardonnay
C. Riesling
D. Viognier
3. Which grape variety is known for its high acidity and mineral-driven style in Chablis?
A. Sauvignon Blanc
B. Viognier
C. Chardonnay
D. Pinot Grigio
4. Which grape variety is most commonly associated with Sancerre and Pouilly-Fumé?
A. Riesling
B. Sauvignon Blanc
C. Chenin Blanc
D. Gewürztraminer
5. Which white grape is known for its ability to produce wines from bone-dry to intensely sweet styles?
A. Viognier
B. Chardonnay
C. Riesling
D. Pinot Gris
6. Which white grape thrives in South Africa and the Loire Valley, producing both dry and sweet wines?
A. Sauvignon Blanc
B. Chenin Blanc
C. Viognier
D. Gewürztraminer
7. Which grape variety is known for its intensely aromatic profile with lychee and rose petal notes?
A. Chardonnay
B. Gewürztraminer
C. Sauvignon Blanc
D. Pinot Grigio
8. What is the primary white grape used in Condrieu wines from the Rhône Valley?
A. Riesling
B. Viognier
C. Chardonnay
D. Pinot Gris
9. Which grape is known for its fresh, crisp, and citrus-driven wines in northern Italy?
A. Chenin Blanc
B. Riesling
C. Pinot Grigio
D. Viognier
10. Which grape is the dominant variety in Bordeaux’s Left Bank blends?
A. Merlot
B. Cabernet Sauvignon
C. Syrah
D. Tempranillo
11. Which red grape is most commonly associated with Burgundy?
A. Cabernet Sauvignon
B. Pinot Noir
C. Malbec
D. Syrah
12. Which grape is known for producing bold, fruit-forward wines in Australia under the name Shiraz?
A. Tempranillo
B. Syrah
C. Cabernet Franc
D. Merlot
13. Which grape variety is the backbone of Spain’s Rioja wines?
A. Garnacha
B. Tempranillo
C. Sangiovese
D. Zinfandel
14. Which red grape is the primary variety in Tuscany’s Chianti Classico?
A. Montepulciano
B. Sangiovese
C. Nebbiolo
D. Barbera
15. Which grape is Argentina’s most widely planted red variety?
A. Syrah
B. Cabernet Sauvignon
C. Malbec
D. Tempranillo
16. Which Italian red grape is known for its high acidity and tannins, producing age-worthy wines in Barolo and Barbaresco?
A. Sangiovese
B. Nebbiolo
C. Montepulciano
D. Dolcetto
17. Which grape is commonly associated with Spain’s Priorat region?
A. Tempranillo
B. Nebbiolo
C. Garnacha
D. Cabernet Sauvignon
18. Which U.S. region is most famous for producing Zinfandel?
A. Oregon
B. Washington State
C. California
D. Texas
19. Which grape variety is commonly grown in South Australia’s Barossa Valley, producing bold, fruit-driven wines?
A. Pinot Noir
B. Shiraz
C. Gamay
D. Tempranillo
20. Which French red grape is known for its blackcurrant, tobacco, and cedar aromas and strong tannic structure?
A. Syrah
B. Cabernet Sauvignon
C. Malbec
D. Grenache
21. Which grape variety is commonly used in blends in Châteauneuf-du-Pape wines?
A. Tempranillo
B. Grenache
C. Merlot
D. Barbera
22. Which grape is commonly referred to as “The Barolo of the South” due to its high tannins and aging potential?
A. Malbec
B. Aglianico
C. Cabernet Franc
D. Touriga Nacional
23. Which grape variety is commonly found in blends of Portugal’s Douro Valley?
A. Syrah
B. Touriga Nacional
C. Zinfandel
D. Pinotage
24. Which region is best known for producing delicate, high-quality Pinot Noir wines in the U.S.?
A. Napa Valley
B. Willamette Valley
C. Paso Robles
D. Texas Hill Country
25. Which grape is a key component of traditional Bordeaux Right Bank blends?
A. Cabernet Sauvignon
B. Merlot
C. Syrah
D. Tempranillo
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