Wine DNA – Multiple Choice Questions
Core DNA Revelations
1. Which two grapes are the parents of Cabernet Sauvignon?
A. Cabernet Franc and Chenin Blanc
B. Cabernet Franc and Sauvignon Blanc
C. Merlot and Sauvignon Blanc
D. Syrah and Viognier
2. DNA research revealed that Syrah originated as a cross between which two grapes?
A. Shiraz and Viognier
B. Mondeuse Blanche and Dureza
C. Pinot Noir and Gouais Blanc
D. Mourvèdre and Grenache
3. Zinfandel was confirmed by DNA testing to be genetically identical to which Croatian grape?
A. Plavac Mali
B. Crljenak Kaštelanski
C. Tribidrag
D. Grk
4. Which grape family is responsible for Chardonnay, Gamay, Aligoté, and Melon de Bourgogne?
A. Pinot
B. Traminer (Savagnin)
C. Cabernet
D. Muscat
5. Riesling, Silvaner, and Gewürztraminer all trace their lineage to which ancient grape family?
A. Pinot Noir
B. Traminer (Savagnin)
C. Gouais Blanc
D. Chenin Blanc

Broader Genetic Context
6. Before DNA analysis, grape varieties were classified primarily by which method?
A. Fermentation speed
B. Ampelography
C. Rootstock compatibility
D. Yeast metabolism
7. Which nearly extinct medieval “peasant grape” is now recognized as a parent of Chardonnay and Gamay?
A. Savagnin
B. Dureza
C. Gouais Blanc
D. Mondeuse Blanche
8. DNA testing revealed that California Zinfandel is genetically identical to:
A. Italy’s Primitivo
B. Spain’s Tempranillo
C. Portugal’s Touriga Nacional
D. France’s Grenache
9. Which Greek grape was confirmed by DNA to be genetically distinct, despite earlier comparisons to Riesling?
A. Agiorgitiko
B. Assyrtiko
C. Xinomavro
D. Roditis
10. Which Portuguese grape was clarified through DNA research after years of synonym confusion?
A. Touriga Nacional
B. Castelão
C. Alvarinho
D. Baga

Applied & Advanced
11. For blind tasting, which DNA connection helps explain Cabernet Sauvignon’s herbal streak?
A. Parentage from Cabernet Franc
B. Parentage from Sauvignon Blanc
C. Mutation from Pinot Noir
D. Crossing with Gouais Blanc
12. Which DNA discovery corrected the long-standing myth that Syrah originated in Persia?
A. Syrah’s parentage was French
B. Syrah is identical to Shiraz
C. Syrah is a clone of Grenache
D. Syrah mutated from Pinot Noir
13. Why is DNA research important for vineyard conservation?
A. It helps lower alcohol levels.
B. It validates and preserves rare indigenous grapes.
C. It allows wines to be labeled more creatively.
D. It guarantees higher yields.
14. Which grape family provides sommeliers with a genetic thread of high acidity and aromatic finesse?
A. Traminer (Savagnin)
B. Pinot
C. Muscat
D. Chenin Blanc
15. Which of the following represents a future application of DNA research in viticulture?
A. Creating new marketing terms
B. Clonal selection for climate resilience
C. Reducing barrel aging
D. Eliminating sparkling wine production

Answer Key
1. B. Cabernet Franc and Sauvignon Blanc
2. B. Mondeuse Blanche and Dureza
3. B. Crljenak Kaštelanski
4. A. Pinot
5. B. Traminer (Savagnin)
6. B. Ampelography
7. C. Gouais Blanc
8. A. Italy’s Primitivo
9. B. Assyrtiko
10. A. Touriga Nacional
11. B. Parentage from Sauvignon Blanc
12. A. Syrah’s parentage was French
13. B. It validates and preserves rare indigenous grapes
14. B. Pinot
15. B. Clonal selection for climate resilience

