CAS 2017 Show Report

by Marc Silver
After a year off the California Audio Show is back and I for one am delighted. As an avid audiophile living in Northern California, there just isn't a venue other than CAS to get to experience a large assortment of High End audio gear in one place.

This year my approach for this article was a little more organized. For one, I created a form that listed all the room information and a standardized evaluation for various aspects of performance. For each room I broke out the evaluation into: Imaging, Depth of Stage, Detail, Base, Highs and Comments.

In each area I gave a scale of 1 to 10 and allowed room for my personal comments.

I also brought my own CDs so when ever possible I could evaluate each system using the same material. The CD I brought was the Opus 3 Test Record 1 "Depth of Image" Disc. It is an AAD CD and has a selection of material that worked for me. I wanted to bring a test disc from USHER. I used to use that disc when I put on system demonstrations for my store, but I could not find it, so the Opus did the trick for me.

I decided not to comment on value for the money, because many of the systems were targeting people with unlimited budgets. Needless to say, not the typical system I could afford to buy. It would be nice, but spending $100,000 or more on a stereo system just isn't in my future. When I had a store it was s different time and we did display that level of equipment. But now that I am retired and the store is closed I no longer have that luxury. It was a lot of fun to listen to and evaluate the various rooms. 

I did get to vote for my favorite rooms in different categories along with every attendee. I will reveal my vote for the Best room and my favorites later in this article.

Burwell & Sons

Pacific Room (Bldg IV): Burwell & Sons Speakers 
· Burwell & Sons Plain Jane horn speakers
· Oppo Digital UDP-205 4K Ultra HD Audiophile Blu-ray Disc Player
The first room I visited was Burwell & Sons Loudspeakers in the Pacific Room. They were displaying their Homage Series "Plane Jane", 3 way horn speakers loosely based on vintage JBLs. Retail price $87,500 per pair. The display system was powered by the Rogers Fidelity EFH100 MK2 KT100 based class "A" tube amp ($8000). It's matching PA-1A ($7300) 6 tube MM/MC phono stage. Also on display was the ROGERS 34S-1 Integrated Amplifier Dual Mono amp ($20,000). 

Imaging: _2_ Depth of Stage: _2_Detail: _7_Bass: _8_Highs: _6_

Comments: My initial thought was the system was wired out of phase. I have listened to the Burwell's before and this was not typical of them. The voice was smooth and well defined, overall warm and musical. I was unable to return later and see if they fixed the room.

Later that day I made it to Burwell's second room #5207 and visited with Gordon Burwell II. They had their "Little Brown" speakers set up ($20,000) and the imaging was great. Since the smaller room with a less expensive system performed much better, I have to assume either the Pacific room was either set up incorrectly or the room acoustics were just messed up. My rating for Room # 5207

Imaging: _7_ Depth of Stage: _7_Detail: _7_Bass: _7_Highs: _7_

Von Schweiker / VAC

California Room: Von Schweikert Audio / VAC / MasterBuilt / ASC
· Kronos Audio Pro turntable, $38,000
· Kronos Audio SCPS-1 Power Supply, $13,500
· Kronos Audio Black Beauty tonearm, $8,500
· ZYX Audio Ultimate 4D cartridge, $4,400
· J Corder rebuilt Technics 1520 reel-to-reel tape deck, $14,000
· Aurender N10 Music Server, $8,000
· Lampizator Golden Gate DAC, $20,000
· VAC Statement Phono Stage, $80,000
· VAC Statement Line Stage, $75,000
· VAC Statement 450 iQ monoblocks, $120,000/pr
· Von Schweikert Audio Ultra 11 loudspeaker, $295k/pr
· Von Schweikert Audio Shockwave V12 subwoofer(for active room 
correction), $11,500/ea.
· MasterBuilt Audio Ultra Line cable system
· ASC-TubeTraps IsoThermal TubeTraps 13×4, $757 ea.
· ASC-TubeTraps IsoThermal TubeTraps 20×4, $854 ea.
· Artesania Audio Exoteryc 4-shelf Rack, $7,000
· Artesania Audio Exoteryc 3+3 tandem Rack, $10,000
· Artesania Audio Exoteryc Turntable Platform, $3,400
· Artesania Audio Exoteryc Aire Platform monoblock, $3,700/ea.
On display were their ULTRA 11 ($295,000) driven by VAC Statement Pre-amp ($75,000) and Statement 450 iQ monoblocks, ($58,000 each). They produce a staggering 450 watts of power. Input 6SN7 driving 8 KT88 tubes.

Also used was a Statement phono stage ($80,000). For a source they had the Kronos PRO table with a black beauty tone arm and ZYX Ultimate 4D cartridge.
Imaging: _8_ Depth of Stage: _7_Detail: _8_Bass: _8_Highs: _8_

I couldn't use my CD so I listened to Janis Ian' "Breaking Silence" The sound was smooth as a babies behind. Absolutely excellent. 

Napa Acoustics

Room 5224: Tannoy
· Tannoy Legacy Eaton bookshelf speakers 
· Prima Luna DiaLogue Premium HP integrated amplifier
· Wireworld cable system
· SIM2/Nero 4K projector
· NAS audio files and Blu-ray music playback
Most of the rooms I visited were displaying tens and sometimes hundreds of thousands of dollars in gear, except one, I spoke with Joseph Kwong of Napa acoustics. This is a good example of how you can get a very satisfying musical experience without investing a ton of money. They were using their MA208A ($399) Tube Hybrid Integrated amp pushing a modest 25w/ch. This little jewel used tubes in the front end and a class A/B discrete output stage. Their source was a Sony portable player (no price given). And they showed two unusual on wall speakers. I listened to their Series 3 Planar ($790/pr). It uses a 21.5" carbon fiber planar design, with a 1" silk dome tweeter. 
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Because I couldn't use my material, I used theirs.

They were playing Black Orpheus and I found them to be slightly warm sounding. There is a compromise as the speaker is targeted to people more interested in design than performance. But I was pleasantly surprise with the over all results. They had built in sound absorption on the wall side of the speaker, which aided in reducing bounce off the wall. The stereo pair actually imaged fairly well, although depth of stage did suffer. The sound was surprisingly smooth and detailed with very good top end.

Steve Lester Company

Room 5224: Tannoy
· Tannoy Legacy Eaton bookshelf speakers 
· Prima Luna DiaLogue Premium HP integrated amplifier
· Wireworld cable system
· SIM2/Nero 4K projector
· NAS audio files and Blu-ray music playback
I think officially the room was Tannoy's, but it was really Steve Lester who put it all together as the rep for Tannoy and Prima Luna. I have known Steve for many years as he is a high-end rep who occasionally visited my store. He represents all the lines he shoed in his room. This was the only TRUE Video display at the show. At the heart of the system was the Simm Nero 4 ($30,000), 4K 16:9 projector boasting 5000k ansi lumen output. The Audio side was Prima Luna Dialogue Premium HP ($4399) 70W /ch Pentode and 40W/Triode Tube integrated amp, using EL-34 tubes.

They powered a pair of Tannoy Eaton speakers ($5500/pr) with an Andrew Jones designed Elac 12EQ subwoofer ($699).  Some of you may recall my CES review last January. This is their largest sub and an absolute bargain for the money.

Imaging: _6_ Depth of Stage: _62_Detail: _7_Bass: _8_Highs: _7_
He was showing various music videos, which included Black Dub "I Believe in You" and GoGo Penguin Braches Break. The vocals were very well defined and smooth and extended. But considering the tube gear used, and the speakers the only weakness was the source, which demonstrates how truly nice sounding the system is.

Audio Note

Room 5226: Audio Note UK / True Sound
· Audio Note Conqueror Silver Signature power amplifier
· Audio Note M6 Phono preamplifier
· Audio Note CDT-One Mark II CD transport
· Audio Note DAC 2.1x Signature D-to-A converter
· Audio Note AN-TT Two Deluxe turntable
· Audio Note Arm Three Mark II tonearm
· Audio Note IQ3 moving magnet cartridge
· Audio Note AN-E SPe High-Efficiency Hemp loudspeakers
· Audio Note speaker and interconnect cables
· Technics RS-1500 reel-to-reel tape deck
Audio Note had a large assortment of their British built equipment on display starting with an Audio Note 300B Conqueror Silver Signature ($7310) SET Integrated amp with a M6 ($16,536) Phono Preamp. The table was the AN-TT Two Deluxe ($2831) with their Arm Three Mark II arm and IW3 ($824) moving coil cartridge. On the digital side was their CDT-One Mark II CD transport ($3287) matched to their DAC2.1x ($4400) D to A converter. The speakers were their AN-E-SPe ($7474) High Efficiency loudspeakers. They even used their own silver wire and interconnects. I have to assume their pricing is all based on English Pounds and US conversion, because of all the odd amounts for everything. 
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I found the sound extremely luscious, typical of a well-designed 300B SET amp. If you like SETs you would love this amp. I happen to be a fan.

Audio Federation
Boardroom V: Audio Federation / Acapella Audio Arts / Audio Note UK
· Acapella Audio Arts Cellini High speakers
· Acapella Audio Arts LaMusika integrated amplifier
· Audio Note UK CDT Five digital transport
· Audio Note UK DAC Five Signature
· Harmonic Resolution Systems SXR and MXR with M3x isolation  bases $13,880
Audio Federation was primarily showing the Acapella Cellini Speakers ($55,200/pr.) driven with their own La Musika Hybrid Tube Integrated Amp ($100,000). This is a cost no object MOSFET integrated with a E183C tube in the front end. The source was an Audio Note UK CDT transport ($48,350) and matching UK DAC ($87,820). Cablling from Acapella and Audio Note UK.

The Acapella Cellini are a typical Acapella hyper spherical design horn tower.

For this demo I was able to use my CD for evaluation. I have a real love/hate relationship with Acapella over the years. Half the time I listen to them they sound just wrong. The other half the I am amazed. Fortuneatly this setup sounded real great. This is coming from an electrostatic fan. 
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Exogel

Room 5229: Exogal
· Exogal Comet/Ion PowerDAC
· MartinLogan Expression ESL 13A electrostatic hybrid speakers
I have to admit this is the first time I have ever experienced Exogel. This was the first room that was using entirely solid state electronics. I spoke with their CEO Jeff Haganstone and he explained their rather unique design to me. The electronics was a special combination of their Comet and Ion Units ($6995 combo). You really have to use them together as they are a Power DAC combination with no gain stage or feedback with 100W/ch of power. I need to stress this is a completely proprietary design. I think part of their success with their room had to do with the new Martin Logan Expression Hybrid Electrostatic speakers ($14,999/pr). 
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They were playing Propeller Heads "History Repeating" and I found the highs, detail and imaging amongst the best at the show. The Bass was solid and defined. I have to admit I am a long time advocate of electrostats, but would love to spend some time with the gear and see how it performs on more 

conventional speaker designs as well.

Zesto/Marten Room

 Room 5201: High Fidelity Cables
Room 5203: Zesto Audio / Marten Speakers / Fono-Acustica Cables / Merrill-Williams turntable
· Zesto Audio Eros monoblocks
· Zesto Leto 1.5 Line Amp
· Zesto Tessera Phonostage 
· Merrill-Williams turntable
· Ortofon Cadenza cartridge
· Tri-Planar Tonearms
· Marten Django L speakers
· Fono Acustica Cables
· Stillpoints Racks

Zesto is known for their tube designs. The Eros Mono Blocks ($20,000/pr.) use 6 KT88’s and boast 150 Watts. Their Leto 1.5 preamp ($7500) with the Zesto Terresa MM/MC Phono preamp ($12,000), which allows for two phono inputs which they used during their demo which remembers the settings when changing between inputs and allows for easy comparisons between tonearms. They had theMerrill-Williams turntable ($5995) mounted with a pair of Tri-Planar Tonearms ($4750). I was listening to their demo with the Ortofon Cadenza MC cartridge. The speakers were the Marten Django L speakers ($7500/pr) 
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Not able to use my demo CD but I did enjoy their demo material as the mid-range was so musical. Excellent sound stage, detail and very smooth vocals. I would have liked a little better low end, but I really didn't miss it much. 

Efficon

Room 5205: Eficion
· Eficion F250 Air-Motion Transformer speakers
· Oppo Digital UDP-205 4K Ultra HD Audiophile Blu-ray Disc Player
· Line Magnetic LM-502CA DAC
· Exemplar Audio eXception SE Linestage
· Plinius SA103 power amplifier
The system was a pair of Eficion F250s ($9950/pr.) driven by a Plinius SA103 power amplifier ($10,115) and an Exemplar Audio eXception SE Linestage Preamp ($5495). The source was an OPPO Digital UDP 205 Blu-ray player ($1,299) into a Line Magnetic LM-502CA DAC.($1800)
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Again I could use my CD for evaluation. The Plinius is a 125W/ch Class A amp showed off the high end extension of the Eificons ribbon tweeters and delivered the detail I expect form ribbons. The bottom end was solid and defined. The vocals had texture and a defined harmonic structure. Everything was connected with their own proprietary cables.

LX Speaker Factory

Room 5209: LX Speaker Factory
· LXmini, $2,295/pr (choice of Hardwood)
· LXmini Open Baffle Subwoofer, $1,295/pr (choice of Hardwood)
· LXmini Sealed Subwoofer, $1,495/pr (choice of Hardwood)
· Wyred 4 Sound MC7150 amplifier, $1,299

· Wyred 4 Sound DAC 2v2, $1,839

· Minidsp 4×10 hd, $499
· Minidsp 2×4 hd, $205
· Raspberry Pi with Moode Audio music server
LX speakers were designed by one of my neighbors when I lived in Sonoma County, Siegfried Linkwitz. LXminis ($2,295 / pair) are like most of Sigfried's designs, extremely unusual open baffle design. Paired with thier LX SP Open baffle Aluminum cone 10" Subwoofer ($1295) They were using fairly conventional Marantz electronics all connected with Wyred for Sound cables.
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Diana Krell's "Temptation" was open and clear with a soft pace and presentation. Strongest area was imaging. 

Pass Labs

BoardRoom IV: Sound Lab / Pass Laboratories / Lotus Group USA / Spiral Groove
· Sound Lab Ultimate U-545 electrostatic speakers
· Pass Laboratories X350.8 stereo amplifier
· Air Tight ATE-2005 phono stage
· Air Tight ATC-2 preamplifier
· Spiral Groove Revolution turntable and Centroid tonearm
· PranaWire Linebacker Sovereign power conditioner
· PranaWire Linebacker XE power conditioner
· PranaWire Avatar interconnect, speaker and power cable
· PranaWire MahaSamadhi power cable
· PranaWire Cosmos interconnect and power cable
· PranaWire Nataraja interconnect
· PranaWire Kensho interconnect
Imaging: _8_ Depth of Stage: _8_Detail: _8_Bass: _7_Highs: _8_

Genesis Technology

Boardroom I: Genesis Advanced Technologies / Syncopation / Profundo Distribution
· System 1
· Genesis Advanced Technologies Maestro speaker system
· Viva Aurora monoblock amplifiers
· Viva Linea Stereo 2-chassis linestage
· Genesis Phono Preamplifier
· VPI Vanquish turntable 
· Transfiguration Diamond Proteus cartridge
· System 2
· Trenner & Friedl Osiris speakers
· Heed Thesis Lambda linestage
· Heed Thesis Gamma stereo amplifier
· Heed Obelisk DT digital transport
· Heed Abacus DAC
· Funk Firm turntable with Transfiguration cartridge
I go back a long way with Genesis. I first met Gary Koh one day when he wandered into my old store in Santa Rosa prior to him acquiring the company. Since then I consider him to be a long time friend. For CAS 7, he introduced their new “Mæstro” ($30,000/pr) which replaced their long time word renown Model 5. 

As usual His room was full of exception gear. The speakers were driven by Viva Audio Linea Preamp and Aurora Amp with his own Platinum Phono preamp ($18,000) a VPI Vanquish table ($45,000) with a Transliteration Proteus D Cartridge ($10,500).

The old Model 5 was noted for it's exceptional bass, and some how the new Maestro is even better with improved detail and clarity.
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I listened to Count Bassie's "Me and You" on Vinyl. These large towers sonically disappeared, Dynamic realism, with everything in its place. Layer upon layer of instruments. Then again is your investing $30k you should expect that level of performance. Considering the recoding is from 1984 I was amazed at how good they sounded.

Zu Audio

Empire Room: Pass Laboratories / Zu Audio
· Zu Audio Druid MK6 speakers 
· Pass Laboratories XA30.8 power amplifier (for driving top-end)
· Pass Laboratories X250.8 power amplifier (for driving bottom-end)
· Pass Laboratories XP-15 phono stage
 Luxman PD444 turntable with a Rega arm.
· Zu Audio Modified DL103 Classic Cartridge 
Pass Laboratories XP-20 2-chassis preamplifier

 Although Zu was basically there to show off their speakers, the room was dominated with Pass Labs gear. The Druid MK6 speakers ($10,000/pr.) which uses a full range speaker with an added tweeter to augment the upper harmonics.
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I listened to Johnny Cash's "Wichita Lineman". My first impression was they had a huge sound stage. I had to move well back in the room to achieve proper imaging. Johnny's voice had the appropriate grunge. Over all a good low end and a smooth charater.

Martin Logan

Forum Room: Martin Logan / MIT Cables / Pass Laboratories / Aurender
· Martin Logan Neolith electrostatic speakers
· Pass Laboratories XP-30 preamplification system
· Pass Laboratories X600.8 monoblock amplifiers
· MIT Cables Oracle ACC 206 Speaker interfaces
· MIT Cables Oracle SHD XLR interfaces
· MIT Cables Z Powerbar power filter and AC distribution
· MIT Cables Z-Cord Reference power cords
· Spectral Audio
· Aurender A10 Caching Network Music Server/Player
· Grand Prix Audio Monaco Modular 4 Shelf Isolation system with Formula   
Shelf upgrade
· Grand Prix Audio Monaco Modular Amp Stands (2)
· Grand Prix Audio 18 x 19 x 1.5 Formula Platform 
The room was dedicated to the Martin Logan Neoliths ($22,000/pr). The were one of several rooms powered by Pass Labs. the Preamp was the XP-30 ($16,000), with the X600.8 monoblock amplifiers deliver 600 watts into 8 ohms ($XXX,XXX) Unlike most of their other amps this is a Class AB. More about that shortly. ML was also using a Avender A10 Server for music ($5500).

I was again not able to use my material, but they were playing Tracy Chapman's "Faster Car" which I am very familiar with. 

Everything was spectacular. The Pass Labs drove the Neoliths beautify. I could not imagine the room sounding much better. The Imaging was as close to real as possible. The depth of stage was deep and wide, and close to perfect. The inner detail was amazing. I could hear every instrument separate and distinct. The Bass was Tight, clean and deep. The only way to improve it would be to add a pair of their Balance Force 212. I sold a pair to a customer of mine in San Francisco to go with his Martin Logan speakers so I did get the opportunity to listen to that combo more than once. 

The high end was crystal clear. Lots of air around each instument with excellent extension.
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This was MY FAVORITE ROOM. Not the most expensive system, but for me the most REAL, and isn't that what we all want.

Sound Labs

BoardRoom IV: Sound Lab / Pass Laboratories / Lotus Group USA / Spiral Groove
· Sound Lab Ultimate U-545 electrostatic speakers
· Pass Laboratories X350.8 stereo amplifier
· Air Tight ATE-2005 phono stage
· Air Tight ATC-2 preamplifier
· Spiral Groove Revolution turntable and Centroid tonearm

Audio Technica AT-1000 MC Cartridge.
· PranaWire Linebacker Sovereign power conditioner
· PranaWire Linebacker XE power conditioner
· PranaWire Avatar interconnect, speaker and power cable
· PranaWire MahaSamadhi power cable
· PranaWire Cosmos interconnect and power cable
· PranaWire Nataraja interconnect
· PranaWire Kensho interconnect
· 
Walking into the room the first person I saw was my old friend Joe Cohen of Lotus Group and Prana Wire. He was running the room at that time. The room itself was introducing the new Sound Labs U-545 which is the little brother to the Ultimate 1. I need to admit that the Sound Labs Ultimate 1 speaker is my favorite of all speakers ever built to date. Their new U-545 achieves about 90% or what the U-1 is capable of. The limitations are most notably the bass response. Secondly is the vertical dispersion, due to is shorter stature. The Pass Labs amp married to the Air Tight preamp and phono stage was a excellent combination. Also the Audio Technica AT-1000 MC Cartridge mounted on the Spiral Groove table made an extraordinary analog source.
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At this point in the show this was hands down my favorite room. The Audio Technica AT-1000 MC cartridge (see my CES 2017 review) is an amazing leap forward in phono cartridge design. By moving the coil to directly above the diamond at the tip of the cantilever the distortion and latency is reduced to the absolute minimum. The result is a speed and accuracy that is a perfect match with the speakers. Sitting down this system was so convincingly real I was amazed at the musicality. The only thing that the room needed was a subwoofer, (a very very good subwoofer). 
Wammerdyne

Boardroom III: PureAudioProjects / Verastarr Cables / Whammerdyne Heavy Industries
· PureAudioProject Quintet15 open baffle speaker system
· PureAudioProject PAP-C1 custom active analog crossover
· Exogal Comet Plus DAC
· Whammerdyne Truth 2a3 tube amplifier
Was showing their Truth Amplifier ($15,000). This is a single ended 2A3 triode 4W amp.

They also showed their Quintet15 Horn1 rather unique open baffle speakers design with upgraded cross-over ($9,995/pr.). For all you old school audiophiles if you can get these past your wife you will be very happy as they are well done and affordable considering the size and capability. They also had their Trio 15 Voxativ speaker in the room, but I didn't get the chance to hear is. That is a smaller version of the Quintet. Also on display from Exogal was the Comet DAC ($3500) with upgraded power Supply. 
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I was happily entertained by the system. There was a sweet musicality to the sound that I honestly didn't expect. I think that had to do a lot with their SET amp. I believe the marriage of the 4 high efficiency 15" woofers with the 4 Watts of pure Class A Truth and it's bodacious power supply is what allowed the Bass to shine. Most 2A3 designs I have heard are musical, but lack bass impact, which is not an issue here. 

Margules Group

Boardroom II: Margules Group
· Margules u-280sc Black tube Class A amplifier
· Margules SF-220 Black tube preamplifier
· Margules Magenta TT-10 turntable
· Margules Magenta FZ47dB pre-phono
· Margules Magenta BTV4 wireless receiver
· Margules Magenta DAC-2.1
· Margules Orpheus speakers
· Margules Monolith Console
Margules is an unusual company. Founded in Mexico, they actually date back to 1928. Their tube electronics rivals some of the best on the market. They showed the U280 Dual Mono Block amps ($5900 each) Feed by their SD220 preamp ($3900), F247 phono pre ($640) and DAC-1 DtoA for the digital side ($980). All bringing their Orpheo speakers (19,000) to life. 

Imaging: _8_ Depth of Stage: _7_Detail: _7_Bass: _6+_Highs: _7_

I listened to Fanfare for the Common Man. Ceramic drivers offer lots of advantages, but these could have more air. The imaging and depth of stage was well defined, with good dynamics. Considering the driver size the bass was resonably well defined and extended, with good dynamics. On Opus #2 and #3 voice was natural and clear.

Fritz Speakers / Channel D

Room 5218: Fritz Speakers / Channel D / Parasound / WyWires

· Fritz Carrera BE bookshelf, $3,500 pair
· Channel D Pure Vinyl and Pure Music computer audio software
· Channel D Seta and Lino phono preamplifiers
· Parasound Halo Integrated amplifier, $2,500
· Parasound Halo A21 amplifier, $2,500
Fritz speakers shared the room with Channel D digital. The system was fairly modest using a Parasound Halo Integrated amp driven with the Channel D Seta Piccola Phono Preamp ($2500), Pure Vinyl™
High-resolution digital vinyl LP playback, editing and archival and music server software ($379). The Fritz Carara BE 6.5" Bookshelf speakers $3500/Pr.)
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I listened first to Nora Jones "Puss & Boots". The system showed and impressive soundstage with image stage well beyond and above the speakers with a soft reasonably extended top end. When I listened to Sarah Watkins "Young in  all the Wrong Ways". The advantage of small speakers is their ability to image, the down side is a soft yet well defined bottom end. 

Boarder Patrol/ Volti Audio / Triode Wire Labs

Room 5216: Volti Audio / Border Patrol / Triode Wires Lab
· Volti Audio Rival horn speakers, $7,900/pr – $11,900/pr
· BorderPatrol P21EXD power amplifier, $13,150+
· BorderPatrol DAC SE, $1,350  ($995 S version)
· Triode Wire Labs High Power Digital American power cables, $699 each
· TWL Digital American digital power cords, $499 each
· TWL Seven Plus 7AWG power cord, $549 each
· TWL American Speaker Cables, $699 Cardas CAB bananas/set
· TWL Spirit RCA, $349/pr
· TWL Spirit 75 SPDIF, $299 each
· TWL Split Power and Data USB, $329 each


Boarder Patrol had their P21EXD (13,150) 20W/ch push-pull 300B tube amp at the heart of the system. Fed digitally with their DAC SE ($1350) driving the Volti Audio Rival horn speakers ($11,900). Everything connected with Triode Wire Labs. 
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They used a live recording and everything sounded excellent with a nice sense of room acoustics.

End of Show Report

First I want to apologize for submitting this report so late. But I wanted it to be complete. But now I'm done and I look forward to any of your comments. Like I said in the beginning, this report is more of a commentary and less of a critical review. So I hope you keep that in mind.
My time at CAS7 is over and I am happy to say the show was worthwhile. Almost every room sounded good, some great. I have attended over 100 HiFi shows in my 49 year career and more often than not the show rooms just don't perform. This show was unusual in that almost everyone did well. I almost wish at least one room sounded horrible. As they say you need bad to balance the good. You need the contrast. Fortunately, we can always go to the Big Box Stores to hear it done wrong. 

What I did realize is that what I have believed for years is that Electrostatic speakers when connected to excellent electronics sound better and more musical than anything else. My top three rooms were Martin Logan with their Neoliths , Exogel with the MartinLogan Expression ESL 13A electrostatic hybrid speakers and Soundlabs/Prana/Air Tight with their Sound Lab Ultimate U-545 electrostatic speakers.

Also, I still prefer the sound of tube electronics over solid state, although the Class A gear is soooo very close. And finally that records sound better than any other source type with the possible exception of Reel to Reel.

I know this is far from a revelation for most of you, but I thought I should at least comment on it.

We are just a short while till CES 2018 in Las Vegas and I will be there with my photographer Jeff Dunsen to report of what is the latest and greatest.

This year I will try to concentrate on High Performance and High Value products. So keep your fingers crossed and look for my next articles.
