BUYING A SOUND SYSTEM
MAKE SURE

IT GIVES YOU TRUE HIGH FIDELITY

by Marc Silver
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Unless you are the most sophisticated of audiophiles, buying a sound system to suit your personal needs may seem like an overwhelming task. You may have looked in many store windows and read some audio literature only to find yourself scared off by a profusion of products and complex technology. As a result, like many people, you may have decided to buy one of those low cost, all-in-one sound systems or settle on a sound bar or even a wireless speaker. I am assuming that since you're reading this article, that sound is of some importance to you, so don't make the mistake of assuming that products like that are "good enough". I cannot stress enough that the more you're willing to invest in your music system the better the performance. One thing to consider however is there is a rule of diminishing returns. In the beginning the more you spend the performance increases a lot, but eventually you reach a level where you start spending a lot of money and are only getting a marginal return on your investment.
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What is high fidelity and how does it affect the music you hear? Basically, high fidelity is the end result of an audio system that produces the full range of the original sound with no audible distortion, whether it's from a streaming source, your computer, or a heritage source like records, tape, or tuner (radio).

In other words, high fidelity is the faithful recreation of the original performance.

Any stereo or surround system, whether it is capable of high-fidelity reproduction of music or not, is composed of three parts: the source of the sound, the amplification and the audible reproduction. I will start with the last part. Your audible reproduction device is either speakers or headphones. I will focus on speakers, but the criteria for the selection of your headphones would be pretty much the same.
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The selection of your speakers should be a balance between your budget, the size of the speaker to fit your space and of course your personal taste in sight and sound. If you go to a store to make your purchase, try not to be swayed by the salesperson. Rely primarily on your own opinion. Listen to what the salesperson says, but with a "grain of salt". A good loudspeaker will not only sound right to your ear, but it should also create the illusion of performance. If possible, listen to music you are familiar with in stereo. The speakers should create a three-dimensional illusion. The instruments should be spread across the sound stage with depth and detail. The more you become engaged with the music, the better the experience.
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The source of the music may be any of the ones I mentioned earlier, or in the more sophisticated systems, all of them. The amplification section consists of a preamplifier and an amplifier (available separately, but for convenience sake, usually combined into one unit called an integrated amplifier). For the ultimate in convenience, both the preamplifier and amplifier and also the tuner are often combined into one unit called a receiver. Today many receivers approach the performance of separates, but remember all things being equal the more you invest in the electronics the better the performance. Again, consider convenience and budget for the selection of your electronics.

Whether or not a particular system is capable of high fidelity really depends on the quality of the components. If there's a weak or inferior link anywhere in the system, the penalty can be poor musical enjoyment.

Perhaps the most important thing you can do to ensure a well-matched sound system is to choose a retailer who specializes in audio systems. Be prepared to tell your salesperson what you would like your system to do. Let them know what kind of music you like to listen to, how loud you like to play it and what kind of home or apartment you have. Even if you are on a limited budget, an experienced dealer will be able to help you put together a true high-fidelity system to suit your needs.

If you want to bone-up a little before you visit your audio store, you might want to browse through some of my other articles published on www.dagogo.com
If you have questions feel free to contact me and I will do my best to help you.

