Busan: South Korea’s Seaside City
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Busan, South Korea’s second-largest city and its busiest port. Spread between mountains and the sea, Busan is vibrant, colorful, and full of contrasts. It’s where you’ll find bustling fish markets, serene temples, modern skyscrapers, and beaches that make it a favorite summer escape for Koreans.

A Port with a Story
Busan has always been Korea’s gateway to the world. Its strategic location on the southern coast made it a hub for trade and, at times, a battleground. During the Korean War, Busan became the temporary capital of South Korea, sheltering thousands of refugees. Today, it remains a symbol of resilience and growth, welcoming millions of visitors by land and sea.

What Busan is Famous For
· Jagalchi Fish Market: Korea’s largest seafood market, where vendors call out their catch and serve it fresh.
· Haeundae Beach: South Korea’s most famous beach, lined with high-rises, cafes, and summer festivals.
· Temples: Beomeosa Temple in the mountains and Haedong Yonggungsa Temple, dramatically perched on a seaside cliff.
· Gamcheon Culture Village: A hillside maze of brightly painted houses, murals, and art installations.

Highlights for Visitors
· Jagalchi Market: A must-see for seafood lovers, where you can pick your fish and have it cooked on the spot.
· Gamcheon Culture Village: Nicknamed the “Machu Picchu of Busan,” it’s colorful, quirky, and full of photo opportunities.
· Haeundae Beach: Ideal for a stroll, even outside of summer.
· Haedong Yonggungsa Temple: A rare coastal temple with spectacular ocean views.
· Busan Tower: Located in Yongdusan Park, offering city panoramas.

Food & Drink
Busan’s cuisine is all about the sea. Try hoe (Korean sashimi), spicy seafood stews, or grilled eel. Local specialties include mil-myeon (wheat noodles in a cold broth) and seed hotteok (sweet pancakes stuffed with nuts and sugar). For drinks, soju and makgeolli pair perfectly with Busan’s food culture.

Getting Around
The cruise terminal is close to downtown, with easy access to Jagalchi Market and Busan Tower. Taxis are plentiful, and the metro system is reliable for reaching farther attractions like Haeundae Beach or Beomeosa Temple.

Walking Tour Option
A simple loop begins at the cruise terminal, walks into Jagalchi Fish Market, continues to BIFF Square (the heart of Busan’s film culture), and climbs to Busan Tower in Yongdusan Park. From there, loop back through the shopping arcades toward the port. It’s a compact way to see the flavor of Busan in a few hours.

Reflection
Busan is Korea at its liveliest—markets buzzing, beaches gleaming, and temples offering quiet spaces above the city. Visiting here is a reminder of Korea’s energy and resilience, wrapped in a coastal city that never forgets its connection to the sea.
