Basilicata: The Land of Aglianico
Overview
Basilicata is one of Italy’s most underrated wine regions, best known for Aglianico del Vulture, a bold, age-worthy red produced on the volcanic slopes of Mount Vulture. While small in production, Basilicata’s wines offer depth, complexity, and excellent value, making them a rising star in southern Italy.
Historical Background
Winemaking in Basilicata dates back to Greek and Roman times, but the region has long remained in the shadow of its neighbors. The volcanic soils of Mount Vulture, an extinct volcano, provide an ideal environment for Aglianico, a grape often compared to Nebbiolo for its high tannins, acidity, and aging potential. In recent decades, quality-focused producers have brought international recognition to Aglianico del Vulture.
Classification System
Basilicata follows Italy’s standard classification system:
· Aglianico del Vulture Superiore DOCG – The highest-quality designation, requiring at least five years of aging.
· Aglianico del Vulture DOC – A structured, tannic red known for its volcanic minerality.
· Terre dell’Alta Val d’Agri DOC – A small DOC producing blends of Aglianico, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot.
· Grottino di Roccanova DOC – A lesser-known appellation producing both Aglianico-based reds and fresh whites.
Major Wine Regions
· Vulture – The heart of Aglianico production, where volcanic soils give wines their signature minerality and depth.
· Val d’Agri – A high-altitude area producing elegant Aglianico blends with international varieties.
Notable Grape Varieties
· Aglianico – The star of Basilicata, producing bold, tannic, and long-lived reds with dark fruit and spice.
· Greco & Malvasia – Two white varieties found in the region, offering floral and mineral-driven wines.
Notable Wineries
· Elena Fucci – A benchmark producer of Aglianico del Vulture, known for its age-worthy wines.
· Cantine del Notaio – A top-quality estate blending tradition with innovation in Aglianico production.
· D’Angelo – One of the oldest producers in the region, specializing in structured Aglianico wines.
Notable Wine Styles
· Aglianico del Vulture – A powerful, tannic red with dark fruit, spice, and volcanic minerality.
· Terre dell’Alta Val d’Agri Rosso – A structured blend of Aglianico with Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.
Key Takeaways for Sommeliers
· Aglianico is the “Barolo of the South” – Its structure and aging potential make it a must-know Italian red.
· Volcanic soils define Basilicata’s wines – High minerality and firm tannins are key characteristics.
· Limited production means high quality – Basilicata produces small quantities of outstanding wines.
Final Thoughts
Basilicata is a small but mighty wine region, with Aglianico del Vulture standing out as one of Italy’s finest reds. With its volcanic terroir, structured wines, and growing international reputation, Basilicata is an exciting destination for sommeliers and wine lovers looking to explore Italy’s lesser-known yet outstanding regions.

