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Facilitator’s Scripted Guide: Mischievous Grace
Introduction to the 4-Week Study
Facilitator Script: "Welcome to the next four weeks. We are diving into the 'interactive heart' of Mischievous Grace. As the book says, this isn't a traditional curriculum; it’s an 'investigative manual' meant to help us move from a 'Performance Mindset'—where we hide our mess—to an 'Adventure Mindset,' where we embrace God’s 'Mischievous' ways of working through our fractures. Let’s prepare to drop the masks."
Week 1: The Divine Anti-Resume
Introductory Statement: "Today we stop trying to edit our pasts. We’re learning that God isn't waiting for you to get your act together; He’s waiting for you to admit you don't have an act at all."
· Ice Breaker: "If you had to apply for a job based only on your worst character flaw or a random, useless skill, what job would you be perfectly suited for?"
· The Direction (Scripted): "Open your guides to Week 1: The Divine Anti-Resume. Let’s look at the example of the Thief on the Cross (Luke 23:42-43). The text notes he had a criminal record and zero good works, yet he is the only person Jesus personally promised Paradise to that day. Now, look at 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. It says God chooses the 'despised things' to nullify the important ones."
· Probing Questions (Facilitator to Group):
1. "If we really believe God chooses the weak things, why do we still feel the need to 'protect' His reputation by hiding our own weaknesses?"
2. "Think of your 'Anti-Resume' (the mistakes you’d usually delete). Which item on that list do you find hardest to believe God could actually use for good?"
3. "When you see someone else fail, does it make them more or less approachable to you? Why do we think our own failures would make us less approachable to God?"
· The Workshop: "Write down three specific failures you usually hide. Now, look at 'The Flip' in your guide: How could these exact low points be the bridge that helps someone else see the reality of Grace?"
· Weekly Challenge (Between the Acts): "Your challenge this week is to identify one person and tell them a story of a failure or disruption you usually hide. Watch how admitting the mess builds a deeper bridge than 'faking the success'." Consider how you could help someone deal with their own failure as a result of understanding they are not the only one who has failed.
Week 2: Slingshots, Scarlet Cords, and Small Things
Introductory Statement: "Today is about 'Slingshot Logic.' We’re going to stop waiting for the resources we wish we had and start using the 'absurdly small' things already in our hands."
· Ice Breaker: "Look at the person to your left. What is one 'small' talent or trait you see in them that they probably undervalue in themselves?"
· The Direction (Scripted): "Turn to the section on The Scarlet Cord. The text describes how Rahab—a woman with a 'shameful' past—used a simple piece of string as a lifeline. Then look at David and the Pebble in 1 Samuel 17. David refused 'Saul’s Armor' because it didn't fit. We need to stop despising 'small beginnings' (Zechariah 4:10)."
· Probing Questions (Facilitator to Group):
1. "Rahab’s scarlet cord was tied to her history of shame. What is a painful experience you’ve tried to 'throw away' that might actually be someone else's lifeline?"
2. "David refused the King's armor because it wasn't 'him.' What 'spiritual armor'—expectations or styles that aren't yours—are you trying to wear to please others?"
3. "What is the 'Giant' in your life right now that makes your 'Pebble' (your current resources) look ridiculous? How does feeling 'underwhelmed' actually position you to rely on Grace?"
· The Workshop: "Identify your 'Pebble Inventory.' Is it a 5-minute conversation? A small gift of hospitality? Commit to using that one small thing this week."
· Weekly Challenge (Between the Acts): The Pebble Partner. Find someone to hold you accountable to using one small resource you’ve been neglecting because you felt it wasn't "enough."
· Week 3: The Slow-Cooker and the Faith Archive
Introductory Statement: "Waiting isn't a graveyard; it’s a training ground. Today we trade our 'Fear Archive' for a 'Faith Archive'—documenting God’s illogical victories."
· Ice Breaker: "What is a 'Slow-Cooking' meal that is always worth the wait, even if you are starving while it is being cooked? How does that relate to an experience of spiritual waiting?"
· The Direction (Scripted): "Look at the section The Slow-Cooker. We see in Exodus 13:17-18 that God took the people the 'long way' to avoid a battle they weren't ready for. Now, turn to Appendix B: The Master Archive Template. This tool helps us find the 'Mercy Brake'—the moment where God stopped a disruption from becoming a total catastrophe."
· Probing Questions (Facilitator to Group):
1. "Think of a past 'Shock' (a crisis). At the time, did you view it as a 'Disruption' or a 'Rescue'? How has 'The Verdict' of time changed your view?"
2. "Looking at the 'Mercy Brake' section: How did God stop your worst-case scenario from becoming as bad as it could have been?"
3. "Why is our 'Fear Archive' (remembering hurts) so detailed, while our 'Faith Archive' (remembering God's help) is so thin? How can we intentionally build a stronger resistance against doubt?"
· The Workshop: "Fill out one row of the Master Archive Template. Specifically, identify the 'Hidden Hand'—God's quiet provision while the problem was still active."
· Weekly Challenge (Between the Acts): "Complete the full Master Archive Template for a past event you once saw as a failure or significant challenge in your life. Specifically, find something that serves as a constant reminder of God’s faithfulness during that challenging time, that can help you combat a present shock."
Week 4: Dropping the Script and the Water-Walk
Introductory Statement: "In our final week, we learn that freedom isn't knowing the ending; it’s being a 'joyfully bewildered participant' who trusts the Director more than the plan."
· Ice Breaker: "If your life was a movie, what genre would it be right now? A comedy of errors? A cliffhanger? A slow-burn drama?"
· The Direction (Scripted): "Turn to the 'Closing Word from the Author.' The text reminds us that the Director isn't looking for a performer who has memorized every line. Look at Proverbs 16:9—we plan our course, but the Lord establishes our steps. We are going to practice the 'Unscripted Line' today."
· Probing Questions (Facilitator to Group):
1. "What is the 'Scene' in your life right now that you are trying to write the ending for? What would it look like to hand the pen back to the Director?"
2. "Peter’s water-walk was technically a 'failure' because he sank, yet he’s the only one who got out of the boat. Why do we fear 'sinking' more than we fear staying in a boring boat?"
3. "What is one 'Unscripted' risk Grace is calling you to take this week that makes no sense on paper but feels like a 'Water-Walk'?"
· The Final Commission: "Everyone please stand. Share one fear or 'script' you are dropping. Together, let's say the final line from the study: 'I have no idea what happens next, but I trust the Director.'"
· Weekly Challenge (Between the Acts): "Do one 'Unscripted' thing this week—something that serves someone else or honors God that wasn't on your 'to-do' list. Live in the wonder of the detour."



[bookmark: _GoBack]Facilitator Pro-Tip: Handling the Silence
When asking these probing questions, wait for the awkward silence. Deep reflection takes time. If the group is quiet, don't jump in to answer for them. Wait 10 seconds; the most honest "mask-dropping" moments usually happen right after the silence.

