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A Non-Partisan Grassroots Movement: Ending Big Money in Politics and 
Restoring True Representation 

The Umbrella Promise is a non-partisan grassroots movement to end big money in U.S. 
politics and restore true representation. Representatives owned by the people—not big 
money; no more career politicians beholden to lobbyists and special interests; elect true 
representatives who pledge on sacred honor to vote exactly as their district directs—
ending bought votes and slashing expensive, donor-driven campaigns forever. 

 

Key Goals 

 Weaken Lobbyists & Special Interest Groups 

 Limit the Power of Party Elites & Partisan Politics 

 Dramatically Shrink Money in Elections 

 Ensure Representatives Vote as Directed by Their Constituents via Secure 
Blockchain 

 Empower Direct Voter Input on Legislation, Priorities, and Nominations 

 

Core Questions for Americans 

 Do you believe there is too much money in politics? 

 Do you want to reduce lobbyist and special interest influence in Washington, DC? 

 Who do our representatives in Washington represent more: you or special interests? 

 Is it time for "We the People" to have a bigger voice than lobbyists? 
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 Do you want less party politics in our federal government? 

 Do you want less money spent on elections and influencing them? 

Under the Umbrella Promise, representatives will no longer represent special interests or 
vote strictly along party lines. We can reclaim control of legislative agendas in Washington. 
The Umbrella Promise aligns fully with the U.S. Constitution, embodying the First 
Amendment right to assembly through a virtual, secure platform. 

 

The Problem with Politics & Washington 

We all recognize that excessive money in Washington, DC, undermines our representation. 
Elected oƯicials no longer primarily answer to the people; instead, they prioritize lobbyists, 
special interests, and party leaders over their constituents. Many Americans feel 
unrepresented, describing Washington as a "swamp" where meaningful change seems 
impossible. 

Big corporations and their lobbyists not only influence votes but also shape proposed 
legislation and regulations. These laws and rules often favor the entities that draft or 
support them, creating a system of "laws for thee, but not for me." The corrupt structure 
funnels special interest money to power brokers and elites in DC, pressuring 
representatives to vote as directed by party leaders and donors. We elect them to represent 
us, but they end up serving lobbyists, corporations, and party directives—a form of 
legalized bribery. 

The influx of money into Washington and elections has bred unimaginable corruption, 
eroding trust in leaders, parties, and government. Past eƯorts—including new laws to curb 
corruption, limits on political spending, and proposals to restrict lobbying—have failed. 
Politicians promise term limits but never enact them, preserving their jobs and post-oƯice 
perks like high-paying roles with special interest groups. A revolving door perpetuates 
corporate welfare and favoritism. 

Are we destined to accept defeat against big money politics and lobbying war chests? Can 
we halt special interest influence over representatives? Can partisan politics be curtailed? 
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The Solution: The Umbrella Promise 

The Umbrella Promise is a non-partisan grassroots movement designed to: 

 End big money in DC 

 Weaken special interest and lobbyist influence in Washington 

 Limit the power of party elites 

 Prevent representatives from voting strictly by party lines 

 Dramatically reduce money in elections 

 Ensure your voice and vote count, with verifiable results 

 Force lobbyists to spend at the district level if they want influence 

This whitepaper outlines the Umbrella Promise—a proposal leveraging grassroots 
campaigns in each congressional district to shrink money in politics, eliminate partisan 
dominance, weaken party elites, sideline lobbyists, and reclaim legislative agendas. 

The Umbrella Promise eƯectively ends the two-party (or "uniparty") system, where little 
productive legislation emerges from Congress. It fragments lobbying money, compelling 
expenditures across all congressional districts to influence voters directly, rather than just 
535 senators and representatives. This "umbrella eƯect" also curbs pork-barrel projects 
and wasteful spending. The name "Umbrella Promise" symbolizes protection: like an 
umbrella shielding from rain, it guards against big money "raining down" on the Capitol, 
while the promise binds representatives to the district's will, shielding them from external 
pressures. 

Campaign costs plummet under this model. Representatives no longer spend time 
soliciting funds from lobbyists or wealthy donors, nor do they need to broker deals with 
party leadership for funding. Voters in each district directly vote on bills via secure 
blockchain; representatives pledge to follow those votes exactly—ending lobbyist and 
party politics control of legislation. 

 

Core Features 

 Unbreakable Pledge: Sacred honor binds reps to district will. 

 End Lobbyist Grip: Big money influence and expensive campaigns disappear. 
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 Direct Voter Power: Your voice instructs reps—no middlemen. 

 Constitutional: Fully aligned with U.S. rights and freedoms. 

 

Core Mechanism: A Secure District Voting Club (Public Legislation DAO) 

The heart of the Umbrella Promise is a secure, online District Voting Club—a private, 
member-only platform where only verified registered voters in your congressional district 
can participate. Think of it as an exclusive club for the people of your district: you join once 
(with proof you're a legal voter), then you get to vote directly on bills, set priorities for your 
representative, and take polls that guide their work. Votes are tallied transparently, can't be 
changed or faked, and your representative is bound to follow the club's majority decision. 

Technically, this Voting Club is built as a Public Legislation DAO (Decentralized 
Autonomous Organization). A DAO is a blockchain-based system that works like a virtual 
homeowners association (without the common complaints)—members collectively own 
and govern it, rules are clear and automatic, and decisions are made by secure voting with 
no single person in control. Here, the "community" is your congressional district, the 
"common interest" is true representation, and the blockchain ensures everything is 
tamper-proof and verifiable. 

You can think of the DAO/Voting Club as: 

 A secure suggestion box that actually forces action—your input isn't ignored; it's 
binding. 

 A private neighborhood app where only real residents vote on important issues 
aƯecting the whole community. 

 An unbreakable contract between voters and their representative—enforced by 
transparent technology, not promises alone. 

A Public Legislation DAO (or District Voting Club) is an app and website where district 
voters cast "Yes" or "No" on proposed congressional legislation. The representative must 
vote accordingly based on the simple majority—no party lines, no lobbyist directives, no 
special interest sway. 

Districts adopting the Umbrella Promise ensure politicians represent "We the People" 
exclusively. Grassroots support will favor candidates pledging to follow the Voting Club 
over traditional politicians reliant on lobbyist funds and party pressure. 
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Blockchain ensures votes are immutable, transparent, and secure—preventing alteration, 
deletion, or hacking common in traditional databases. Lobbyists and special interests have 
no membership; only verified district voters participate. It is easy to see the final tally and 
how the representative voted in Congress, as everything is publicly recorded while 
individual votes remain private (anonymized identifiers). 

 

Voting Structure 

 Each verified voter in the district has one vote per issue or bill. 

 The representative has 1.5 votes to provide a slight edge in close calls and eliminate 
ties. The total vote tally is rounded up to the nearest whole number if necessary, 
ensuring a clear majority outcome. 

 This structure eliminates ties while keeping the process fair and transparent. 

 

Bill Review Process 

The representative's staƯ plays a key role in facilitating informed voting. Before any oƯicial 
vote in Congress, the staƯ posts each bill on the district Voting Club website/app. This 
includes plain-language summaries, full text, and neutral analyses so constituents can 
read, review, and discuss. Voters then cast their secure votes in advance, ensuring the 
representative's congressional vote reflects the district's informed will. 

 

Leveraging Expertise in the District 

One of the strengths of the Umbrella Promise is that it taps into the collective expertise of 
the district's residents. No single representative can be an expert in every field—from 
education and healthcare to finance, military aƯairs, and industry regulations. For 
example: 

 On an education bill, educators and parents are likely to participate actively, 
bringing their specialized knowledge. 

 Accountants or finance professionals might weigh in more on budget or tax bills. 

 Veterans or military families could provide insights on defense-related legislation. 
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 Social workers might engage deeply on welfare or public services bills. 

This distributed expertise ensures decisions are more informed and representative than 
relying on one person. The Voting Club empowers those with relevant knowledge to have a 
direct say. 

 

Polls, Surveys, and Prioritizing Workload 

The Voting Club also handles polls and surveys limited to verified district voters. This 
provides a verifiable, tamper-proof way to rank priorities—like border security, healthcare, 
or the economy—guiding your representative's focus. 

This is far better than national polls or scattered emails/calls, where you never know if your 
voice was heard. In the Voting Club, every response is recorded immutably, and the results 
are binding. 

The Umbrella Promise functions like a secure, members-only voting club where only 
registered district voters participate. It's not about chasing fleeting polls; it's the direct, 
verifiable voice of constituents creating structured, ongoing accountability. 

 

Party Neutrality and Structure 

The Umbrella Promise is color-blind to party aƯiliation—it works whether your district is 
blue, red, or purple. It is not a political party itself but a framework for true representation. 
Elected representatives can keep their party aƯiliations, committee seats, and chairperson 
roles. However, their votes in Congress must follow the Voting Club outcomes. 

Constituents can also use the club to vote on party nominees or key decisions, and the 
representative must follow those results in party processes. 

This Voting Club embodies the First Amendment right to assembly—a virtual gathering of 
legal voters. The representative pledges on sacred honor to follow it. 

No campaign finance reform legislation is needed; costly campaigns fade as voters back 
club-supporting candidates. 

Lobbying dollars shift to districts, fragmenting and diluting influence. Clubs set agendas 
based on people-driven priorities. 
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If a representative deviates, members can launch recall eƯorts, funded by the club if 
needed. 

 

Getting Started in Your District: A Step-by-Step Guide 

Implementing the Umbrella Promise begins at the grassroots level, empowering concerned 
citizens to take action in their own congressional district. This process doesn't require 
national approval or complex legislation—it's a community-driven initiative that leverages 
local enthusiasm and organization. Below is a practical, step-by-step guide to launching 
the Umbrella Promise in your area. 

1. Form a Core Group of Concerned Citizens: Start by gathering a small group of like-
minded individuals—friends, neighbors, community leaders, or activists—who 
share frustration with big money in politics. Use local meetups, social media 
groups, or town hall events to recruit. Aim for diversity in skills: include tech-savvy 
people for DAO setup, communicators for outreach, and organizers for events. 

2. Educate and Build Awareness: Host informational sessions, webinars, or 
community forums to explain the Umbrella Promise. Use simple materials like 
flyers, videos, or this whitepaper. Emphasize how people are eager for change: 
Voters want candidates who answer directly to constituents, not special interests. 

3. Identify and Approach Candidates: Seek out potential candidates—incumbents 
open to reform or new challengers. Pitch how pledging to the Umbrella Promise 
boosts their chances by appealing to voters tired of the status quo. OƯer grassroots 
support to show real backing. 

4. Draft Legal Documents with Professional Help: Recruit or include an attorney to 
create: 

 The Pledge: A public promise on sacred honor to vote per Voting Club 
outcomes. 

 The Contract: A binding agreement with consequences for non-compliance 
(e.g., recall vote or personal financial liability). Make it enforceable under 
state law. 

5. Set Up the Public Legislation DAO: Use platforms like Dragonchain to build the 
district-specific Voting Club. Implement secure voter verification and test with mock 
votes. 
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6. Launch Outreach and Voter Engagement: Promote sign-ups through local media 
and events. Build participation to legitimize the club. 

7. Monitor, Adapt, and Scale: Track success and share your model with other districts. 

By following these steps, your district can pioneer true representation. 

 

Reducing Campaign Costs: Making Big Money Obsolete 

Traditional campaigns require millions from lobbyists and party elites, creating 
dependency. Under the Umbrella Promise, voters support candidates who pledge to the 
Voting Club because they crave authentic representation. Grassroots energy replaces big 
ads. 

Elected representatives spend less time fundraising—their fidelity to the club ensures 
reelection support from constituents. This shifts focus to governance and saves resources 
while restoring integrity. 

 

Great News: Technology Exists Today 

Blockchain is a public, censorship-resistant, transparent, and immutable database. A DAO 
encodes rules as smart contracts, ensuring member control without central authority—
accessible via phone app or website. 

"Code is Law": outcomes follow programmed rules based on votes, resistant to unilateral 
changes. 

 

The Set-Up Process 

No government permission is required. The Voting Club operates as a virtual town hall, 
protected by the right to assemble. 

Setup involves creating a district-specific DAO with voter verification. Maintenance can be 
funded by donations or subscriptions, decided by club votes. 

Platforms like Dragonchain oƯer scalable, user-friendly tools. 

Campaigning on the pledge—"I will only vote per the Voting Club"—is a powerful, viral 
message. 
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Role of Our Representative 

Representatives vote per club tallies. They retain duties like proposing bills and committee 
service but remain neutral in presentations. 

Less fundraising means more time for representation. The first club-backed candidate 
could spark a nationwide wave. 

 

Example: How a Bill Becomes (or Fails) Law 

Current System: Lobbyists push bills via donations and pressure; unpopular measures 
pass bundled with others. 

With Voting Clubs: Lobbying shifts local; voters reject bad bills via the club, and 
representatives vote "No." Single-issue focus reduces pork. 

 

Technical Setup and Funding Ideas 

Technical Setup: Dragonchain provides scalable capabilities. 

Funding: Grassroots campaigns, candidate pledges, crowdfunding, or compliant crypto 
donations. 

 

Summary 

Secure District Voting Clubs empower verified voters with immutable votes. 
Representatives escape lobbyist/party control, facing recall for deviations. Agendas 
become people-driven. 

Fragmented lobbying dilutes power; money moves local. Greed in politics is choked by 
transparent clubs. 

The Umbrella Promise restores representative democracy, ends partisanship, and 
dethrones elites. Join to protect your voice. 
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What Next? 

Critique this idea, discuss locally, share online. Start grassroots eƯorts; identify 
candidates. Donate or organize discussions. Act now to reclaim government—time is 
running out. 

 

WE MUST ACT NOW OR LOSE OUR COUNTRY FOREVER. 

 

 

 


