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Welcome to Stress-Free Travel Planning

Planning a weekend getaway shouldn’t feel like a second job.
A quick trip can be one of the easiest ways to relax, reconnect, and recharge—but planning it often
becomes overwhelming.

Between researching destinations, comparing hotels, finding things to do, choosing restaurants,
and remembering everything you need to pack, it's easy to spend more time planning than
enjoying the trip itself.

That’s exactly why this checklist was created.

The Stress-Free Weekend Getaway Checklist will walk you through the most important parts of
planning a successful trip, one simple step at a time. No complicated spreadsheets. No endless
browser tabs. No travel-planning overwhelm.

Just a straightforward process that helps you get organized and get on the road faster.

This Checklist Is Perfect For:

v’ Busy professionals

v Couples planning a weekend escape

v Families looking for a quick getaway

v Travelers who dislike planning

Vv First-time trip planners

v/ Anyone who wants a simpler travel experience

The best trips aren’t always the most complicated ones.
They're the ones that are planned well enough to let you relax and enjoy the experience.

Let’s get started.
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Step 1: Plan Your Getaway

Start with the basics.
A few simple decisions now will make the rest of your trip planning much easier.

Destination & Dates

0 Choose your destination

0O Select your travel dates

0 Decide how many nights you will stay
o0 Confirm who is traveling

Budget

0 Set a trip budget

O Estimate lodging costs

O Estimate transportation costs

0O Plan spending money for meals and activities

Travel Planning

0 Decide whether you will drive or fly
0 Check the weather forecast

0 Check for local events or festivals

O Estimate travel time

Quick Trip Snapshot

Destination:

Travel Dates:

Budget:

Transportation:

Notes
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Step 2: Book Your Stay & Transportation

Secure the essentials.
Now that you've chosen your destination and dates, it's time to book the biggest parts of your
trip.

Lodging

0 Choose your hotel, resort, cabin, or rental
0 Compare prices and reviews

0 Check the location

0 Review cancellation policies

0 Save your confirmation details

Transportation

0 Book flights if needed

O Reserve a rental car if needed
O Estimate driving time

o Plan for gas, parking, or tolls

o Save all reservation information

Reservation Snapshot

Lodging:

Address:

Check-In Date:

Confirmation Number:

Transportation:

Notes
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Step 3: Plan Your Activities

Keep it simple.
The best weekend getaways are not packed from sunrise to bedtime. Choose a few highlights and
leave room to relax.

Must-Do Activities

0 Choose your top attraction

0 Select one activity for each day
0 Check operating hours

0O Purchase tickets if needed

O Save attraction addresses

Backup Plans

0 Find an indoor activity option

0O Research free things to do

0 Save a rainy-day activity

o Identify nearby shopping or entertainment

Activity Snapshot

Top Attraction:

Day 1 Activity:

Day 2 Activity:

Backup Activity:

Notes
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Step 4: Plan Your Meals

Avoid the “Where should we eat?” debate.
Having a few restaurant options saved before your trip can save time, reduce stress, and help you
make the most of your getaway.

Dining Checklist

0O Research local restaurants

0O Save a breakfast option

0 Save a lunch option

0O Save a dinner option

0 Check restaurant hours

0 Make reservations if needed
O Find a backup dining option

Dining Snapshot
Breakfast:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Backup Restaurant:

Don't Forget

0 Check menus online

0 Consider dietary needs

O Save restaurant addresses
0 Pack snacks for travel days

Notes
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Step 5: Pack Smart

A little preparation goes a long way.
Use this checklist to make sure you have the essentials before heading out on your getaway.

Travel Essentials

0 ID or driver’s license

0 Wallet and payment cards
o Phone

o Phone charger

o Travel confirmations

0 Medications

Clothing

o Everyday outfits

o0 Comfortable shoes

o Sleepwear

0 Weather-appropriate jacket

o Swimsuit (if needed)

0 Special occasion outfit (if needed)

Personal Items

0 Toothbrush and toothpaste
0 Deodorant

0 Hair products

o Skincare products

O Sunscreen

0 Personal care items

Last-Minute Items

0 Water bottle

o Snacks

o0 Headphones

0 Book or entertainment
O Sunglasses

O Keys

Notes
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Step 6: Before You Leave

A final check before you hit the road.
Take a few minutes to review these items before your departure. A little preparation now can
help your trip start smoothly.

Home Preparation

0O Take out the trash

0 Empty perishable food from the refrigerator
0 Lock doors and windows

0 Adjust the thermostat

o Arrange pet care if needed

Travel Preparation

0 Check the weather forecast
0 Confirm reservations

0 Charge all devices

o0 Download maps if needed
o Save important addresses

Ready to Go

o Pack medications

0O Bring travel documents

0 Double-check luggage

O Leave with extra travel time
o Start your trip stress-free

Departure Snapshot

Departure Time:

Hotel Check-In Time:

Important Reminder:

Notes
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Ready for Your Next
Getaway?

Planning travel doesn’t have to be complicated.

The Travel Shortcut helps busy travelers spend less time researching and more
time enjoying their trips.

Visit the website for:

v Done-for-you itineraries

v Travel guides

v/ Weekend getaway ideas

v Travel planning resources

v Stress-free travel inspiration

Visit
gettravelshortcut.com

Follow
Pinterest: The Travel Shortcut

More memories. Less planning.
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