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	to all of God's children,
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	our brothers and sisters.

	 


INTRODUCTION

	

	Purpose

	Christ-centered Christianity is one of millions of books, so what makes it special? It's a road map to happiness. If you follow the teachings of Jesus Christ in this book, the inevitable destination is a happy life.

	Matthew 13:52 Every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which brings forth out of his treasure things new and old.

	This book exists in order to foster a relationship between the individual and God. This book may answer some questions for you regarding things that you've thought about or wondered about, and it might stimulate other questions. Hopefully, it will also inspire you to help others foster a relationship with God.

	This is not a book that's meant to be read and then put on a shelf. Jesus' teachings are meant to be learned, discussed, and implemented in your life.

	You don't have to agree with everything in this book to be a Christ-centered Christian. You don't have to read this book to be a Christ-centered Christian. You don't have to participate in discussion groups to be a Christ-centered Christian. You might discover that you have actually been Christ-centered for a long time, or you might develop a different outlook as you go along.

	There are many different ways this book could wind up in your hands. Maybe it's your last attempt to make religion relevant in your life; or at the other extreme, maybe you are a firm believer in something, and you just enjoy proving others wrong. Maybe it was the answer to a prayer. Regardless, don't give up on yourself; keep looking and learning. Anything this book has to offer is a drop in the ocean of knowledge that God makes available to everyone. Keep looking and learning no matter what.

	Matthew 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it.

	The ultimate goal is always faithfulness. Faithfulness is rewarded with more understanding, and gaining more understanding allows you to be more faithful. The purpose of this book is not to give anyone understanding of anything. God will do that at the appropriate time.

	The purpose of this book is to make it easier if you do choose to comply with God's will. The purpose of this book is to help you obey. Once you obey, once you're able to achieve a level of faithfulness, then the understanding will come. The Holy Spirit always rewards faithfulness with understanding. 

	Faithfulness yields understanding, and understanding yields faithfulness. This book is to help you with the faithfulness side of the equation. As you're able to be more faithful, you will gain more understanding; and then, hopefully, you will also want to help other people be more faithful as well. The purpose of any “church” is people helping each other obey, not helping each other understand. Too many get that backwards.

	

	Christ-centered Christianity

	Exodus 19:6 And you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.

	Christ-centered Christianity is a movement unlike any other. It's not a religion; it's not an organization; it's not a charity. Christ-centered Christians live their lives around Jesus, where Christ is at the center of their lives. It doesn't matter what you do to make a living, go to school, etc. Christ-centered Christianity is simply a way of life following Jesus.

	The only necessary part of being a Christ-centered Christian is to love God and love your neighbor. Belonging to a group like a local church can be part of a Christ-centered Christian's life, but that is not necessary; however, Christ-centered Christianity is not contrary to that either.

	

	Follow Me

	Deuteronomy 6:6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou shall teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou sit in thine house, and when thou walk by the way, and when thou lie down, and when thou rise up.

	That was spoken by God to the Israelites in the desert, but it applies to Jesus' teachings as well. Jesus says, "Follow me."

	Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

	Learning while yoked to Jesus means you need to learn from His example: go where He goes and do what He does. You need to practice doing what He does every day. What does Jesus do? He obeys the Father. That's all He ever does. If you are to follow Him, that's what you need to do as well.

	John 10:14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

	Sheep follow. When the shepherd wants to go to another pasture, he walks over there, and the sheep follow.

	

	The Great Commission

	Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

	Matthew 28:19 Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

	The three themes of Christ-centeredness are love, love, and love. God's identity, His "Name", is Love. Jesus is God's love incarnated. The Holy Spirit is God's love in you, which allows you to love others unselfishly.

	

	The Bible

	Initially, much of Christianity was person to person. The Bible wasn't assembled in Greek until around 400 AD, and it was translated into Latin after that. For centuries the scriptures were mostly in Greek or Latin. The Bible wasn't translated into English until 1382 AD. There was very little as far as written materials, even for religious authorities, until the invention of the printing press around 1440 AD. Before the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, the Scriptures, including the Gospels, were kept locked away by religious organizations. They were not widely distributed until the 19th century.

	So for almost 2,000 years, all most people knew about Jesus' teachings was what somebody else told them verbally. Unfortunately, that's how a lot of misconceptions came about, contributing to so many denominations and sects.

	Today, the Bible, including the Gospels, is widely available with many different translations. So people today have a great advantage, and yet they don't take advantage of that advantage. If they did, there would be much greater harmony regarding exactly what Christianity is.

	Your salvation is strictly between you and God, no one and nothing else. God has reached out to you to offer salvation through the teachings of Jesus Christ, which can be found mostly in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

	

	Canon

	The "canon" is the list of books in the Bible. The canon of the Bible was determined before the Great Schism. So for the most part, the Bible is the same in the Eastern and the Western branches of Christianity. The East has a few different Old Testament books from the West. Catholics and Protestants have most of the same books. The original King James Version had a group of Old Testament books called the Apocrypha that were removed almost 300 years later. Most Catholic versions still include the Apocrypha. Some versions and translations are accepted by both Protestants and Catholics. A few Bibles have both Catholic and Protestant editions. Different committees of humans put together different lists of books to include in the Bible at different times. God has never authorized or endorsed any version of the Bible.

	New Testament books are the same in both Catholic and Protestant versions, the canon having been decided before the Protestant Reformation. In the New Testament, all Bibles, Catholic and Protestant, include the four Gospels. As Apostles, Matthew, Luke, and John were direct witnesses of Jesus' teachings. The fourth, Mark, agrees completely with the other three.

	Then there are the Epistles. Some of the Epistles were written by Apostles James, Peter, John, and Jude, but most were written by a self-proclaimed apostle named Paul. Paul's epistles were also included in the books of the Bible from the start, then included in the canons of both the Eastern and Western branches of Christianity after the Great Schism, and also included in the Protestant versions after the Protestant Reformation.

	Unfortunately, today Christianity, as it is practiced in a large part of the world, is not Christ-centered; it is Paul-centered. The trend away from Jesus' Gospel of the Kingdom accelerated after the Bible canon was set early on. The trend after that was to follow what Paul referred to as "my gospel". Whenever someone quotes Paul's epistles, the questions that should be asked are, "If that's in agreement with what Jesus taught, then why not just quote Jesus? Why quote somebody else?"

	

	Housekeeping

	God is timeless. Therefore, in this book, quotations by Jesus and the Father are introduced as "Jesus says" or "God says" rather than past tense. Quotations by Jesus and the Father are in italics.

	Bible quotes are from the King James Version. Some archaic words have been updated, for example, "you" for "ye", "shall" for "shalt", "has" for "hast", etc. In every case, the meaning is unchanged and not in dispute.

	Capitalization of words in Bible quotations is unchanged from the King James Version, although different from capitalization used in the text.

	Some quotations from the Gospels are offered more than once in this book. Some quotations are from two or more different Gospels but are very similar. Some of the ideas in this book are also repeated more than once. The reason for the repetition is to increase the likelihood that the reader will appreciate and understand the importance of those quotations or the points being made.

	If you're reading a quotation from Luke toward the end of the book, you might feel like you read that quote before, but what you read before was probably a similar quotation from Matthew. There's a reason why God has included two to four different variations of the same event or the same quotation in the Gospels. If somebody reads one version in Matthew, it has a certain impact. Then if they read another version in Mark, Luke, or John, it has a greater impact.

	There are also long portions of this book with little or no comment or synopsis. Don't take the lengthy quotations without comment lightly. Pay very close attention to what Jesus is saying in those long quotations. You may need to reread some of Jesus' quotations more than once to get the full message. The Holy Spirit will open your understanding more and more over time.

	If the Gospels were copied from each other, there would be more agreement, less difference in wording, less difference in writing style, less difference in vocabulary, and greater agreement with regard to Jesus' quotations. If the Gospels were works of fiction, they would agree less than they do in those areas.

	

	Goals

	The purpose of this book is for you to focus on the teachings of Jesus. You'll notice that a lot of the story is omitted. That's intentional: the idea is to let you focus on the teachings and then concentrate on applying those teachings to your everyday life with Christ-centered problem-solving.

	Examples of an individual's weekly goals:

	1. Understand Jesus' New Commandment better as I apply it to believers versus evildoers.

	John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

	2. Say, "God bless you," to everyone.

	A typical Christ-centered Christian enjoys sincerely saying, "God bless you," to people they encounter throughout the day. It may be a waiter in the restaurant or a clerk in a store or just any human being you cross paths with. The real meaning of "God bless you" is to thank God for blessing that person, which He already does even if they don't realize it. Try it. You will find that the universal responses are “God bless you, too," "Thank you," "You as well, " etc. Rarely will anyone object. Even Muslims appreciate this gesture of goodwill from a Christian.

	3. Stay focused on God's reality rather than my imagination.

	Mark 7:20 And he said, That which comes out of the man, that defiles the man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornication, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

	

	Inspiration

	After you begin to study the teachings of Jesus, from time to time, words will pop into your mind, quotations that you may have read days, weeks, months, or even years before. It's not just a memory; it's appropriate to your situation, an inspiration for the moment. It is something that is relevant to your life at that time. Pay attention to those moments of inspiration and don't discount them. Any time you recall something Jesus said "out of the blue", He didn't just say it, He's saying it.

	The inspiration comes from the Holy Spirit; that's a seed. Also, along with those moments of inspiration comes encouragement. If you accept the encouragement, if you realize that the Lord is actually trying to tell you something, then within your own mind will sprout understanding. If you haven't read the Parable of the Sower, look it up (it's in the chapter of this book titled "Acts"). If you respond to your understanding and don't let the cares of the world distract you, that seed of inspiration will grow and become stronger in your spirit. Then you can focus your mind on God's truth, calming your emotions. Human beings are spiritual but also physical, so it's important to put that new-found strength and confidence into practice in your life. That means following Jesus in your behaviors, the way you treat other people. Through it all, and maybe above all, appreciate, thank, and glorify the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit for loving you so much.

	 


JESUS' DIVINITY

	

	John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God.

	3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

	4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehends it not.

	

	Genealogy

	The birth of Jesus is the most important and central event in human history. Virtually every person in the world every day acknowledges that fact anytime they write, read, or think of the day's date. Even countries that have calendars thousands of years old today depend on the Gregorian calendar, which is centered around the birth of Jesus. Every time someone refers to any calendar date, whether it be current, historical, or in the future, they're recognizing and honoring the birth of Jesus as the most important and central event in human history. People who insist on substituting "Happy Holidays" for "Merry Christmas" are, in fact, themselves celebrating the first Christmas all day, every day.

	The Gospel of Matthew lists the genealogy of Jesus as follows:

	Abraham - Isaac - Jacob - Judas - Phares - Esrom - Aram - Aminadab - Naasson - Salmon - Booz - Obed - Jesse - David the king - Solomon - Roboam - Abia - Asa - Josaphat - Joram - Ozias - Joatham - Achaz - Ezekias - Manasses - Amon - Josias - Jechonias (about the time they were carried away to Babylon) - Salathiel - Zorobabel - Abiud - Eliakim - Azor - Sadoc - Achim - Eliud - Eleazar - Matthan - Jacob - Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.

	Matthew 1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

	There are 13 names listed from the carrying away into Babylon to Jesus; however, Jechonias, having been born before the carrying away into Babylon and still being alive after the carrying away into Babylon, is counted twice, both before and after. Therefore, "from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations". Matthew's genealogy is the legal line from David to Jesus, establishing His legal claim to the throne, King of the Jews.

	The Gospel of Luke traces Jesus' genealogy back from Jesus to Adam to God:

	Jesus - (as was supposed) the son of Joseph - Heli - Matthat - Levi - Melchi - Janna - Joseph - Mattathias - Amos - Naum - Esli - Nagge - Maath - Mattathias - Semei - Joseph - Juda - Joanna - Rhesa - Zorobabel - Salathiel - Neri - Melchi - Addi - Cosam - Elmodam - Er - Jose - Eliezer - Jorim - Matthat - Levi - Simeon - Juda - Joseph - Jonan - Eliakim - Melea - Menan - Mattatha - Nathan - David - Jesse - Obed - Booz - Salmon - Naasson - Aminadab - Aram Esrom - Phares - Juda - Jacob- Isaac - Abraham - Thara - Nachor - Saruch - Ragau - Phalec - Heber - Sala - Cainan - Arphaxad - Sem - Noe - Lamech - Mathusala - Enoch - Jared - Maleleel - Cainan - Enos - Seth - Adam - God.

	Note that Luke qualifies Jesus as being "as was supposed" the son of Joseph. Jesus is not a blood descendant of Joseph. Joseph was actually the son-in-law of Heli, Mary's father. Jesus is the blood descendant only of Mary. Luke's genealogy traces the bloodline from Adam to Heli.

	

	Christmas

	Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

	When Jesus was born, He was placed in a manger. The place where Jesus was born was not a stable where all sorts of animals were kept, as is often portrayed. It was a special place where the Passover lambs were born. Certain breeds of sheep, such as the Awassi sheep in Israel, can produce lambs twice in a year. Since Passover lambs have to be less than a year old, the lambs that are born in the fall are eligible to be the Passover lambs in the spring. Passover is always in the spring, so any lambs born late in the spring one year would be too old to be sacrificed if Passover were in early spring the next year, as happens.

	The pregnant sheep are meticulously cared for until they give birth. After the lambs are born, they're placed in the special manger where Jesus was laid, and they, too, are very much protected. The lambs are wrapped in swaddling clothes. However, these swaddling clothes are made from the garments that the priests have worn. When the priestly garments get a certain age, they retire them, and then they turn them into the swaddling used to wrap and protect the Passover lambs, lest they be blemished in any way. That's what Jesus was wrapped in. He is the Lamb of God, and He was wrapped in priestly robes, being the High Priest.

	

	Young Jesus

	Luke 2:41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.

	44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.

	46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

	48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why has thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.

	49 And he said unto them, How is it that you sought me? know you not that I must be about my Father's business?

	Jesus inherently knows that He is the Son of God, and He apparently had confided that to Mary and possibly Joseph by the time He was 12 years old.

	

	Mouth of God

	Approximately 18 years later:

	Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward hungry. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

	4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

	5 Then the devil took him up into the holy city, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, 6 And said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

	7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God.

	8 Again, the devil took him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And said unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou will fall down and worship me.

	10 Then said Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shall worship the Lord thy God, and him only shall thou serve.

	"Every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God" came from Jesus Christ's mouth. The best collection we have of those words is in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Although they've been translated from other languages, and although the four Gospels do not match word-for-word as far as the quotations of Jesus, nevertheless, any understanding anyone ever gets of those words will be from the Holy Spirit, God.

	So the Father has reached out to us by way of His Son, Jesus, through the words that came out of Jesus' mouth. He reaches out further through the understanding that He gives as the Holy Spirit, thereby offering the opportunity for our salvation, which brings us directly to Him one-on-one into Oneness with our Creator. God's love for each of us is about only us. He loves all people, but He loves each one of us individually, completely, as if there were only one of us.

	

	Truth

	Science is always speculative. There can never be an absolute conclusion about anything in science that thereafter can never be questioned, but Jesus' teachings, coming from the mouth of God, are absolute. The only way that we can know the absolute truth is directly from God, and that has come directly from Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the Son of God in the body of Jesus.

	Most Christians face a choice at some point and don’t even realize it: accept and follow what they’ve been taught, that the Bible is the Word of God, or accept Jesus as the only “Word of God”. The Bible has its place, but it is not the Word of God. Jesus is the Word of God. Yes, Jesus is the Word of God. The Bible is not the Word of God; Jesus is.

	Any understanding, which is knowledge of truth, must come from the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. We have no understanding through ourselves, and we cannot convey understanding from human to human. All understanding must come directly from the Holy Spirit and only the Holy Spirit. Any and all truth ever revealed to man has been revealed through the mouth of God, which is the mouth of Jesus, who is the Christ, the Holy One of God; and any understanding of that truth has come from the Holy Spirit.

	

	With Thee

	John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

	God is eternal and unchanging. The Father, the First Person of the Holy Trinity; Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity; and the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, are One as God. Christ is the spiritual embodiment of God's love for man. Jesus is the physical embodiment of God's love for man.

	God is unchanging. All of His creation always exists. God is everywhere always. There is no existence outside of God. There is no time outside of God, so God is in no way limited by time or place. All creation and all time are within God at the same time. Christ exists with the Father as God forever. So when Jesus talks about being with the Father "before the world was," that's what He's referring to: that He, as Christ, is always One with the Father.

	

	I and my Father are One

	John 10:23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.

	25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and you believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. 26 But you believe not, because you are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and my Father are one.

	

	In His own image

	John 1:50 Hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

	Jesus referred to Himself as the "Son of man". Most people think of Jesus as the "Son of God". For the true meaning of the term "Son of man", let's go back to the beginning.

	Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

	Genesis 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

	Genesis 2:18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.

	Genesis 2:21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

	23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

	Adam himself had only one parent, who was God the Father. He had no physical mother. So Adam was a "son of God". God brought forth Eve from Adam. Eve had only one parent, Adam. Eve had no physical mother. So Eve was a "daughter of man".

	Adam and Eve had children: boys were the sons of Adam, who was the son of God, and girls were the daughters of Eve (man), who was the daughter of Adam (man). Any male in the history of the human race can trace his genealogy directly from father-to-father until he reaches God. However, any female in the history of the human race can only trace her genealogy from mother-to-mother up to Eve. She must go through a man to get to God. Therefore, all males are the "sons of God", and all females are the "daughters of men". The description of early humans later in Genesis refers to this fact:

	Genesis 6:4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

	

	Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil

	God says to Adam:

	Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shall not eat of it: for in the day that thou eat thereof thou shall surely die.

	Adam and Eve had perfect human DNA from their creation. They would have never gotten sick and would have never died unless there was some sort of accident.

	Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

	When Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, they not only sinned; they corrupted their DNA. Their descendants likewise gradually but increasingly corrupted their DNA as they sinned. Everybody after Adam and Eve sinned, and, therefore, as the DNA gradually became more corrupted, people would have been more and more sick. There would be more and more death. The “mighty men” of Genesis did live up to a thousand years. Before the great flood in the time of Noah, God decided to set man's life span at a hundred and twenty years.

	Genesis 6:3 And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.

	However, the change was gradual, as the Bible records much longer lifespans for a while, including Noah's.

	

	Son of Man

	Some have speculated that "sons of God" in Genesis 6:4 refers to evil spirits interbreeding with humans, but clearly it does not. What it does do, however, is give us another view of Jesus' dual (divine and human) nature.

	All other humans besides Jesus have a human spirit, which God creates when they are conceived. However, Jesus' Spirit is the Holy Spirit. Therefore, Jesus is the direct descendant of the Father spiritually, the Son of God, but Jesus' physical lineage does not go father-to-father-to-God. Except for Jesus, all men are physical "sons of God": their genealogy has all father-to-father linkages all the way to God. Jesus' physical lineage goes from Jesus-to-Mary-to-father-to-father-to-God. So Jesus is indeed a "son of man". He is not only a son of man; He is the only Son of Man. All other men are sons of God, but Jesus is the only human who is the Son of God and also the Son of Man.

	All men except Jesus are conceived male from male through the sperm of the father. Jesus' conception was only from Mary's egg. God did not fertilize Mary's egg with some foreign DNA. The Holy Spirit entered and fertilized it using only Mary's own DNA. When a human being is conceived, the mother and father create a physical person, and God creates a spirit, a human spirit that is the life force of that person. Even after the body is dead, the spirit lives. Jesus is the only human being with a physical body, which came only from Mary, and with the Holy Spirit as His Spirit. He is physically the Son of Man, spiritually the Son of God.

	Genesis 3:14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou has done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shall thou go, and dust shall thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shall bruise his heel.

	Jesus was conceived only from Mary's "seed", meaning Jesus came directly from Mary. During conception women provide the egg, and men provide the seed. Women don't have seed (sperm), which can only come from men. So the fact that God referred to Jesus as "her seed" meant that Mary would be Jesus' only physical parent.

	Jesus is spiritually and physically perfect. His Spirit is the Holy Spirit. All of Jesus' physical DNA came from Mary. When a baby is conceived, the child gets some DNA from the mother and some from the father. Jesus got His perfect DNA only from Mary; therefore, Mary had to have perfect DNA herself. Mary's parents were normal human beings, having inherited corrupted DNA like all humans since Adam and Eve. However, Mary got some DNA without blemish from her mother and the remainder of her DNA without blemish from her father. The Catholic organization calls this the "Immaculate Conception": not that Jesus was conceived with perfect DNA (not corrupted in any way, even by Original Sin), but that Mary was conceived with perfect DNA. Mary's DNA was then passed on to Jesus intact. That is how God conceived Jesus as a physically perfect human being.

	Since God created Adam with perfect human DNA, Eve also had perfect human DNA from Adam. Adam and Jesus would have looked like identical twins. Jesus is often referred to as the "second Adam" —now you can see why. Mary and Eve would also have appeared to be identical twins. Adam/Jesus would appear to be fraternal twins of Eve/Mary. Jesus is the second Adam physically and also spiritually, because either one could "save" mankind by obeying God. Adam didn’t; Jesus did.

	John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

	

	Anointed

	Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

	18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

	20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

	21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

	22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?

	23 And he said unto them, You will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

	28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. 30 But he passing through the midst of them went his way.

	

	The transfiguration

	Matthew 17:1 And after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them up into a high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.

	4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou will, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

	5 While he yet spoke, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear you him.

	6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.

	9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.

	

	The coming of Elias

	Matthew 17:10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?

	11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. 12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.

	13 Then the disciples understood that he spoke unto them of John the Baptist.

	

	Son of David

	Luke 20:41 And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is David’s son? 42 And David himself said in the book of Psalms, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 44 David therefore calls him Lord, how is he then his son?

	

	The Son of God

	John 7:14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 15 And the Jews marveled, saying, How knows this man letters, having never learned?

	16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 18 He that speaks of himself seeks his own glory: but he that seeks his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keep the law? Why go you about to kill me?

	20 The people answered and said, Thou has a devil: who goes about to kill thee?

	21 Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and you all marvel. 22 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and you on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are you angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? 24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

	25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? 26 But, lo, he speaks boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 27 Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ comes, no man knows whence he is.

	28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, You both know me, and you know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom you know not. 29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.

	30 Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come.

	31 And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ comes, will he do more miracles than these which this man hath done?

	32 The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him.

	33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 34 You shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither you cannot come.

	35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 36 What manner of saying is this that he said, You shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither you cannot come?

	37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believes on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

	

	Testimony of two

	John 8:16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me bears witness of me.

	Jesus establishes the testimony of two witnesses: Himself and the Father.

	Matthew 17:5 This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear you him.

	John 10:30 I and my Father are one.

	John 10:36 Say you of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemes; because I said, I am the Son of God?

	John 20:17 But go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

	The Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and John, as well as the Epistles of James, Peter, John, and Jude, were written by Jesus' Apostles, so all of those could be considered to have two witnesses, Jesus and the author. The same is true of the Book of Revelation, written by the Apostle John. A case could be made that the Gospel of Mark does not meet the standard of two witnesses since he was not an Apostle; however, the agreement between Mark and the other three Gospels is overwhelming.

	

	In his own name

	On the other hand, Paul’s testimony, as recorded by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles, has only one witness, Paul himself. Luke merely repeated Paul's account of his alleged encounter with Jesus. Acts 9:7 and 22:9 contradict each other:

	Acts 9:7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

	Acts 22:9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spoke to me.

	Therefore, it's important to identify Paul's solo testimony for what it is. Jesus warned:

	John 5:43 I am come in my Father's name, and you receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him you will receive.

	After His Resurrection, Jesus met with the Apostles.

	Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, said he, you have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

	6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, will thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

	7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

	When He met with the Apostles after His Resurrection, wouldn't Jesus have alerted the Apostles if He planned to add another Apostle, Paul?

	

	The Father's Commandment

	John 12:37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?

	39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.

	41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spoke of him.

	42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 43 For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

	44 Jesus cried and said, He that believes on me, believes not on me, but on him that sent me. 45 And he that sees me sees him that sent me. 46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believes on me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He that rejects me, and receives not my words, hath one that judges him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.

	

	By what authority

	Matthew 21:23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority do thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?

	24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did you not then believe him? 26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet.

	27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.

	

	The Good Shepherd

	John 10:1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that enters not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he that enters in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. 4 And when he puts forth his own sheep, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

	6 This parable spoke Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spoke unto them.

	7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. 12 But he that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees: and the wolf catches them, and scatters the sheep. 13 The hireling flees, because he is a hireling, and cares not for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As the Father knows me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

	 


SERMON ON THE MOUNT

	

	The Sermon on the Mount is considered a summary of Jesus' teachings, but it's more than that. It's a summary of God's relationship with man. If God wrote a user's manual for the human race, this would be it.

	

	The Sermon on the Mount

	Matthew 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: 2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

	3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

	4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

	5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

	6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

	7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

	8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

	9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

	10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

	11 Blessed are you, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

	13 You are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it gives light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

	21 You have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shall not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remember that thy brother has ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shall by no means come out thence, till thou has paid the uttermost farthing.

	27 You have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shall not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her already in his heart. 29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.

	Note: Matthew later clarifies this point in another quote from Jesus:

	Matthew 15:18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 20 These are the things which defile a man.

	The Sermon continues:

	Matthew 5:31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causes her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced commits adultery.

	33 Again, you have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shall not forswear thyself, but shall perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shall thou swear by thy head, because thou can not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these comes of evil.

	38 You have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39 But I say unto you, That you resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. 41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him that asks thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.

	43 You have heard that it hath been said, Thou shall love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 44 I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which spitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love them which love you, what reward have you? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if you salute your brethren only, what do you more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

	6:1 Take heed that you do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise you have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore when thou do thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

	3 But when thou do alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand does: 4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which sees in secret himself shall reward thee openly. 5 And when thou pray, thou shall not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, when thou pray, enter into thy closet, and when thou has shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which sees in secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when you pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not you therefore like unto them: for your Father knows what things you have need of, before you ask him. 9 After this manner therefore pray you: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

	16 Moreover when you fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 17 But thou, when thou fast, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which sees in secret, shall reward thee openly.

	19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

	25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor yet for your body, what you shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take you thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things. 33 But seek you first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

	7:1 Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged: and with what measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And why behold thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but consider not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how will thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shall thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye. 6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast you your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

	7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

	12 Therefore all things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do you even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 13 Enter you in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it.

	15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 You shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree brings forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every tree that brings not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them.

	21 Not every one that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.

	24 Therefore whosoever hears these sayings of mine, and does them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that hears these sayings of mine, and does them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

	The Sermon is addressed over and over to "you". It is Jesus' personal advice directly to you.

	For a moment, clear your mind of everything you have ever heard or been taught about religion. Put aside any sectarian beliefs and doctrines and reread the Sermon with a completely open mind and heart. Think of it as Jesus speaking directly to you alone. Then adopt what Jesus says here as your belief system, as the foundation of your "religion". The remainder of this book will explore Jesus' teachings in the Gospels and will help you flesh out Jesus' Gospel of the Kingdom, but let the Sermon on the Mount be your foundation.

	

	The Lord's Prayer

	An important part of the Sermon on the Mount is the Lord's Prayer:

	"Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen."

	God is not "in" Heaven. There is no existence outside of God.

	Exodus 3:14 And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and He said, Thus shall thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.

	God is infinitely all that is: "I AM." Therefore, Heaven is "in" God. However, there is one part of God that is "in Heaven"; that is the glorified physical body of Jesus, the Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. Jesus bodily ascended to Heaven:

	Acts 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, You men of Galilee, why stand you gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as you have seen him go into heaven.

	John 10:30 I and my Father are one.

	John 16:26 At that day you shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.

	Therefore, praying to "Our Father which art in heaven" is a prayer directly to Jesus, Who is Himself "in heaven".

	"Hallowed be thy name": Throughout Scripture the word "name" is used to mean the identity of a person, much like a minister comes in the "name of the king". The Old English word "hāl", meaning "whole", became "hālig", meaning "holy"; and the Old English word "hailaz", also meaning "whole", evolved into words like "health", "heal", and "hallow". God is not only "holy", sacred; He is also "whole", meaning complete and perfect.

	"Thy kingdom come": God's "kingdom" spans eternity. It always is everywhere. Nothing exists that is not within God's kingdom. The popular interpretation is that this is a request for God's kingdom to be accepted on Earth. It is not a request; it is a statement. Just as "Hallowed be thy name" is present tense, so also is "Thy kingdom come", meaning, "Thy kingdom always was, is, and always will be everywhere."

	Likewise for "Thy will be done in earth". The word "be" is present tense. God loves. God has always loved; and to fulfill His love, He creates. Everything is as God created it. Yes, even evil and temptations on Earth were and are God's will. No matter what happens, it is ultimately God's will. However, there is another part of God's will: that you have the free will to choose to obey God contrary to the evil of the world. If you don't obey God, then whatever happens is God's will. He will never force obedience on you, but you can be absolutely sure He desires that you choose to obey Him. Therefore, God's will is always done everywhere, either as the reality that God creates for those who don't choose to obey His commandments or through the exercise of free will for those who do choose to obey.

	We pray, "Thy will be done," but God's will isn't just "done". Someone does or doesn't do God's will, and the only person who can control that action in your life is you. The whole point of your existence is to choose to do God's will. It's God's desire that you choose to do His will, but it's still your choice. If you don't choose to do His will, then events will take place that are not contrary to His will. Natural events will take place that are God's will when people don't choose to obey. That's the way of the world. In that world, humans are sinful, and in that world, you have been sinful. When we say, "Thy will be done," we are committing ourselves to do God's will.

	"In earth, as it is in heaven," covers the entire realm of creation, both the material realm and the spiritual realm.

	Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

	"Heaven" means the entire spiritual realm. Heaven is infinite in existence, itself within infinite God, infinite within infinite. "Earth" means the entire material realm, what most people think of as the "universe", but which is more likely universes of universes.

	"Give us this day our daily bread" does not refer to what you have for lunch or dinner.

	John 4:34 Jesus said unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

	We know from that statement that everywhere Jesus talks about eating His body and drinking His blood, what He means is for us "to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work".

	Therefore, our "daily bread" is to do the will of God and to finish His work, which is:

	John 13:34 That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

	John 6:25 And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when came thou hither?

	26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, You seek me, not because you saw the miracles, but because you did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 27 Labor not for the meat which perishes, but for that meat which endures unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

	28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?

	29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that you believe on him whom he hath sent.

	30 They said therefore unto him, What sign show thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

	32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which comes down from heaven, and gives life unto the world.

	34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

	35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger; and he that believes on me shall never thirst. 36 But I said unto you, That you also have seen me, and believe not. 37 All that the Father gives me shall come to me; and him that comes to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which sees the Son, and believes on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

	41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from heaven. 42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he says, I came down from heaven?

	43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, comes unto me. 46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. 47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes on me hath everlasting life.

	48 I am that bread of life. 49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.

	51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

	52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat?

	53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoso eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 56 He that eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, dwells in me, and I in him.

	57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eats me, even he shall live by me. 58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eats of this bread shall live for ever.

	59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is a hard saying; who can hear it?

	61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 62 What and if you shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

	63 It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.

	65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

	66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

	67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will you also go away?

	68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou has the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.

	Many disciples "walked no more with him". That's because they didn't understand the metaphor Jesus was using: "drinks my blood" means accepting His death, and "eat the flesh" means following Him in obedience to the Father. Some of His disciples did understand because they were faithful. The Holy Spirit gives understanding based on faithfulness.

	"And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors": Other translations use the words "trespasses" or "sins" for "debts". This repeats Jesus' earlier advice: "I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which spitefully use you, and persecute you; That you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust."

	God is the King; He alone gives commandments, which must be obeyed, or He is offended, and there are severe consequences. We are not God; we do not rule or command anything; we cannot be offended. Therefore, when you feel trespassed against or offended, that is a lie of your flesh. 

	Exodus 20:3 Thou shall have no other gods before me.

	If you judge someone as trespassing against you, you are violating the First Commandment, trying to make yourself God.

	"And lead us not into temptation": The world is full of evil; temptations are everywhere; and evil spirits are lurking around every corner. Evil spirits will lie and try to make you feel like you have no choice. They try to entice you into falling for their lies and deception through fear. However, when you stay peaceful and relaxed, trusting that Jesus can handle any difficulty, they lose their power.

	Jesus says, "Follow me." Clearly, He means for you to follow Him in faithfulness: follow Him into Heaven. He also wants you to follow His calm demeanor. Jesus will never lead you anywhere except to the Father.

	Most Christians have heard of the Book of Job in the Old Testament. God let the devil tempt Job to give up his faith in God by striking him with all manner of hardships.

	Job 1:8 And the Lord said unto Satan, Has thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that fears God, and eschews evil?

	9 Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10 Has not thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou has blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.

	12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord.

	Then Job lost everyone and everything, including his own health.

	Job's downfall was progressive:

	Job 2:10 Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.

	Job 9:12 Behold, he takes away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What do thou?

	Job was faithful to the end, but he finally questioned what he had done to deserve such treatment.

	Job 13:22 Then call thou, and I will answer: or let me speak, and answer thou me. 23 How many are mine iniquities and sins? make me to know my transgression and my sin.

	In the end, Job acknowledged that God is God, and His will, whatever it may be, is acceptable, even if it seems torturing. Job had his moments of despair, but in the end, he repented and accepted God as God.

	Job 42:5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye see thee. 6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

	Job repented. You say, "What? Just to humor the devil, God allowed Job to be abused to no end, and he lost everything." That's right. Yet Job repented because he had doubted God. He had questioned what God's reason was for allowing him to suffer so much.

	God doesn't ever need to explain His actions or justify His reasoning. After all those trials and tribulations and sufferings, Job realized that, and he repented because he had questioned God. God forgave him and restored what he had lost. Although he got another wife and more children, his first wife and children couldn't be "restored".

	You can persevere and be successful no matter what hardships you encounter because you have the example of Job showing you that whatever God does is okay. Whatever God allows is okay. He can get you through it. But you also have the example of Jesus, which is even more powerful, because He physically went through more than Job, even unto death. You have Jesus' example that no matter what evil befalls you, you can confront evil to the best of your ability, along with God. If you die in the process, as Jesus died, then it's okay. God is still God; God is still good. Everything's okay, and you'll be One with the Father, One with Jesus, One with the Holy Spirit in Heaven.

	In the end, Job had a marvelous revelation:

	Job 19:25 For I know that my redeemer lives, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.

	The point is that God knows how to be God, and we don't. We have no business ever questioning His actions or motives. Job had assumed that he was being afflicted as punishment for his transgressions, but that was not true. In a similar situation, Jesus made that clear.

	John 9:3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.

	That's what God does with us, too, though maybe not to such an extreme. God knows everything about us; He created us. He knows our ability to resist, and when we try to go it alone, we always fail. He allows devils to tempt us that far so we can learn how little and weak we are and that we need Him.

	God is always there. He always loved Job, and He did bless and restore his life as much as possible in the end. Whether what we lose on this Earth is restored here or not doesn't really matter. God is always there for us to come back to Him at any time regardless of the circumstances.

	Things will happen to you that may seem like something that a good God wouldn't allow. He created the angels that tempt you. He allows them to tempt you beyond your ability to resist. Yes, He allows them to tempt you beyond your ability to resist alone, but not beyond your ability to resist with His help. God is always there. He allows temptation, but He never leads you into temptation. Jesus will always lead you away from temptation if you follow Him. Then you will never fail. He is always there for you to come back to, to accept His love, to love Him, and for Him to love others through you.

	Job's life is also a microcosm for the world in general. Just as there were disasters in Job's individual life, so, too, there are disasters in the world. Just as Job was wrong to question God for the things that happened in his life, blaming God or expecting an explanation, so also we can't question God or expect an explanation for the disasters and tragedies in the world, things like wars, disease, and man's inhumanity to man.

	Matthew 18:7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence come!

	"But deliver us from evil": When you deliver something, you deliver "to", not "from". The reason we say "deliver us from" in the Lord's Prayer is because evil is finite. If you think of the infinity of God and the infinity of the creation described in Genesis within God, then there's a little island of evil in creation. God is good, and God is infinite, so the overall great infinity is goodness. If someone is in an evil place, and they leave that little spot of evil within infinity, they are immediately in the area of infinite goodness. The evil part is temporary and transitory. It's finite in size, and it's temporary in its existence. At some point, evil will be gone, and what's left is only perfect, beautiful, wonderful goodness. When you pass away and go to Paradise and then Heaven, you'll be out of evil and into the infinite goodness of God. In other words, once you're removed from evil, you don't have to be delivered to goodness; you're there.

	Modified Lord's Prayer: Our Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, One, above all existence. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom always was, is, and always will be everywhere, including in Earth as it is in Heaven. Thank You for giving us our daily bread: to do the will of the Father, which is to love one another as You have loved us. Thank You for forgiving us our trespasses as we forgive those we feel have trespassed against us. Thank You for leading us not into temptation but delivering us from evil. Amen.

	(Note: "For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever" does not appear in the early manuscripts of Matthew's Gospel, even up to the sixth century.)

	In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave people spiritual food that day. They were responsible for multiplying it the next day and every day for the rest of their lives: sustaining themselves day by day. He gave it to them freely, and He gives it to you freely. He now gives you the nourishment you need to be faithful. It's up to you to not only eat that spiritual food yourself but also to share it with others.

	 


SIN

	

	Sin – following the natural inclinations of the flesh rather than choosing to obey God.

	

	Original Sin

	John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever commits sin is the servant of sin.

	Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:

	The sin nature actually starts with being created in the "image" and "likeness" of God. That results in us naturally wanting to be God, as evidenced by Adam and Eve. That is the Original Sin: wanting to be God.

	Genesis 2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou may freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shall not eat of it: for in the day that thou eat thereof thou shall surely die.

	Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, You shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day you eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

	6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

	7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

	8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

	9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

	10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

	11 And he said, Who told thee that thou was naked? Has thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou should not eat?

	12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

	13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou has done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

	Eating is the most natural thing anyone can do. There's no sin in eating, unless God commands you not to. All sin consists of doing things we are compelled by our human nature to do. Not sinning consists of obeying God by going against our natural impulses. Eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil was a natural thing for Adam and Eve to do, but in doing so, they disobeyed God's commandment.

	

	The First Commandment

	Exodus 20:3 Thou shall have no other gods before me.

	Because of our creation, all sin is natural, but all sin is wrong because of this, the First Commandment, which has always existed, even before Moses received the Ten Commandments. In fact, that is the commandment the devils (evil spirits) disobey, too. Starting with Adam and Eve and continuing until Jesus, all humans have followed suit. In not choosing to obey the commandment not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, Adam and Eve also didn't choose to obey the First Commandment.

	

	God is perfect

	When most people think of "sin", they usually think of disobeying commandments not to lie, steal, kill, commit adultery, and maybe covet. They often overlook the First Commandment. However, a habit of sin always starts with placing someone, oneself, before God.

	God, simply because He is God, always does the right thing. He doesn't owe a reason; He is not accountable to anybody but Himself. God has two types of children: people and angels. He loves all of His children, and everything He does to His children is for their benefit.

	Humans are experts at getting themselves and others into untenable situations. God even allows us to be put into situations in life that seem horrible when we're in the midst of them, but He's also there to carry us through. The sooner we turn to Him, the sooner we "get better".

	Jesus expounds on the First Commandment:

	Mark 12:30 And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

	The challenge of the First Commandment is simply to "love the Lord thy God" and "have no other gods". It's very important to understand that what makes that so difficult is that it's contrary to our human nature to accept God's perfect nature because humans all make mistakes.

	Matthew 28:20 I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

	The point is that no matter what happens in life, never give up on God. God is always there, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God loves you. If you seek His help, God can overcome whatever evil He allows to befall you in order to bring you closer to Him. Ultimately, His plan is for you to realize that He is God, He does love you, and He knows what He's doing. In the long run, He's going to bless you if you just recognize and acknowledge that He is God: He is the King, and because He is your King, you must obey the commands of your King.

	It's hard to realize that the bad things that happen in your life are good things designed to bring you closer to God so that you will realize He is God. It's hard for humans to just let Him be God. The challenge is to start obeying Him, glorifying, praising, and thanking Him. No matter what happens, everything is His will, and, therefore, everything is ultimately good. However, there's another part of His will, which is for you to have the option to choose to obey. He wants that to happen more than anything, like a mother wants her son at war to come home safely, but He's not going to force you to obey.

	

	Ten Commandments

	Exodus 20:2 I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 Thou shall have no other gods before me.

	4 Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

	5 Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6 And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

	7 Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes his name in vain.

	8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days shall thou labor, and do all thy work: 10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shall not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

	12 Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God gives thee.

	13 Thou shall not kill.

	14 Thou shall not commit adultery.

	15 Thou shall not steal.

	16 Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

	17 Thou shall not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shall not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor's.

	

	Numbering

	There are actually two different numbering systems for the Ten Commandments. Catholics and Lutherans consider verses 2-6, which prohibit worshiping graven images, as part of the First Commandment. Whereas most Protestants generally break that out as a separate commandment. Catholics and Lutherans, on the other hand, separate coveting a neighbor's wife from coveting a neighbor's goods, even though the wording in verse 17 would argue against that division.

	

	Two Great Commandments

	Jesus summarized the Ten Commandments into Two Great Commandments:

	Mark 12:29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

	Just as loving God above all else is contrary to our flesh nature and requires a free-will choice to carry it out, so, too, does loving your neighbor.

	

	Idols

	Organized religion developed practices that are not things that Jesus Himself promoted. To this day, some sects flirt with idol worship regarding statues, while others condemn all statues as graven images in an effort to obey:

	Exodus 20:4 Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.

	However, many seem to have overlooked the condition, "Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them," because later:

	Numbers 21:8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looks upon it, shall live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

	Obviously, God didn't consider the brass serpent a violation of His commandment.

	Of course, the snake on the pole represents Jesus on the cross, being crucified for our sins. Our sins are represented by the snake, thus being crucified for our salvation.

	John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

	The Catholic organization is sometimes justifiably criticized for keeping Jesus on the cross, what is known as the "crucifix". Jesus is "fixed" to the cross forever, which is a horrible reminder of an extremely irreverent quotation:

	Matthew 27:42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.

	God uses a lot of symbols, like water in baptism and bread and wine in communion, to represent something much more powerful and spiritual. The crucifix can do the same if used properly, not as an item of devotion or an idol, nor as jewelry, but as a symbol.

	Having crucifixes as decorations and jewelry serves to desensitize people, especially children, to Jesus' agony and death. When little children grow up seeing the crucifix everywhere without proper reverence, it becomes something that they don't even pay attention to.

	If you weren't raised as a Christian and never heard of Jesus and His death, and then you walked into somebody's house as a child, teenager, or even adult and saw a crucifix for the first time, you would be absolutely appalled at the idea that somebody has nailed a human being onto a cross like that. Yet Catholics put that everywhere, not as a reminder of that horrible event, but as an ornament, a piece of art, or a decoration. Unfortunately, what it has become is an identifier that someone is a Catholic, promoting an organization, not a reminder of Jesus' sacrifice.

	The solution to the problem of desensitization is for anyone who chooses to display that symbol in any form to do it with the proper solemnity and reverence it commands. It can be used to help spread the Gospel if used properly in that way. The crucifix and the empty cross both have powerful messages. The important thing is to make sure the real message comes through.

	The crucifix and the empty cross are like a lot of things in that they're not inherently evil. They are symbols, and they can be misused, just like many other things, as mammon, which is anything that takes our attention from loving God and neighbor.

	

	Name in Vain

	Exodus 20:7 Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes his name in vain.

	It's hard to say which is the most misunderstood commandment, but taking God's name in vain has certainly got to be under consideration. What does "vain" mean? What is vanity? "Vanity" refers to someone having excessive pride in oneself. Taking God's name in vain would include using God to promote yourself. For example, conducting a miracle service where you pray for people to get a miracle, and because God does reward some of the faithful with healing, you promote the idea that your praying for them is what caused the miracle, rather than their faithfulness. When Jesus healed people, He made it clear that it was the recipient's faithfulness being rewarded. The disciples subsequently prayed for people to be healed as well, but they were not promoting themselves in the process.

	Luke 18:14 Every one that exalts himself shall be abased; and he that humbles himself shall be exalted.

	Remember, the "name" is not just the word used to address a person. In biblical terms, the name is the person, the totality of the person. Therefore, taking God's name in vain would refer to people promoting themselves as gods, as in imitating or representing God falsely. It would also include asking or expecting God to obey that person's commands, instead of the other way around.

	

	Sabbath

	The early churches that Jesus sent letters to in the Book of Revelation, made up mostly of Gentile converts, established some other practices that are still observed today. For example, contrary to Exodus 20:8-11, they observed the first day of the week as the Sabbath rather than the seventh day. That is justified today by the fact that "the early churches met on Sunday because Jesus' Resurrection was on Sunday." Actually, the original reason they met on the first day was because the Jews were using the synagogues on the seventh day.

	Exodus 23:12 Six days thou shall do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shall rest.

	That is a commandment from God, not just to the Israelites, later known as "Jews" after the captivity in Babylon, but to everyone. Neither the Father, Son, nor Holy Spirit ever changed it.

	Exodus 20:11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

	Many Christians call the first day of the week the "Lord's Day", but in fact every day is the Lord's Day. We live in the "seventh day" of Creation, so when God "hallowed" the seventh day, that includes every day. "Sabbath" simply means a day when you don't work. If someone considers themselves to be God-fearing and obedient to the Lord, then they honor the seventh-day Sabbath as they honor all of God's commandments.

	

	Honor thy father and thy mother

	Exodus 20:12 Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God gives thee.

	The Ten Commandments can be broken down into two divisions: “Love God” and “Love thy neighbor”. This is the first "Love thy neighbor" commandment. It is also the only one with a tangible reward, a significant tangible reward: "that thy days may be long . . ."

	"Honor" includes respect for your parents, if for no other reason than that they are your father and mother. It clearly means to obey, especially for a child. If needed in their old age, it includes support, as in feeding and sheltering. Overall, "honor" would obviously fall within the definition of "love".

	Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

	Can you love and hate someone at the same time? Of course. What Jesus means is that you should have an extremely negative emotional reaction to anything that's contrary to what He's teaching, which is the "hate" part. It's very important to distinguish between emotions and actions. You can feel that type of emotion toward someone while treating them with love.

	People can feel one way and act another way. Love is not an emotion like hatred. Love is how you treat somebody. For example, if a husband says, "I love you," to his wife but physically abuses her, then he doesn't love her. His words express love, and he may actually feel that he does love her, but his actions are not love. She has every right to say, "You don't love me."

	Jesus says to "hate" anything or anyone that denies Him or His words. Hatred is having an extremely negative emotional reaction to something. So if somebody is telling you or teaching you to do something contrary to what Jesus tells you to do, then you should have an extremely negative emotional reaction to what they're saying and to that person. In other words, you should "hate" it. For example, Jesus would never ever tell you to kill a baby at any point of its development, from conception to old age. Jesus would expect you to have an extremely negative emotional reaction to being told it's okay to kill a baby. So if anybody is trying to promote abortion to you, you should "hate" that idea, and you should "hate" that person.

	You have to separate the emotions from the actions. If someone is promoting abortion, even your father or mother, the emotion that is appropriate toward that idea and the person espousing it is hate because they're in disagreement with Jesus, but they must nonetheless be treated with love. They must be treated with love simply because God says to love them. So you love them and hate them at the same time because one is an emotion, hate, but the other is an action, love. "I hate what you're saying, and I hate you for saying that, but I choose to love you as a child of God."

	Some people would say that it's hypocritical to act like you love somebody while you are emotionally repulsed. They would maintain that you should act the way you feel. First of all, it's not "acting"; it's genuine love. Blindly reacting to your emotions is basically emotional slavery: letting the flesh (emotions) control your actions instead of the spirit (understanding and free will) controlling them. Following the flesh is sinful. Your flesh will lie to you; your feelings will lie to you.

	Just as your actions are the evidence of your love for other people, so also your actions are the evidence of your love for God. You cannot love only with words and emotions.

	Matthew 10:36 And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.

	When Jesus says your "foes" (enemies) will be members of your own household, He isn't only talking about genetic families, including father and mother. He's also talking about religious families. Baptists will be attacked by Baptists, and Catholics will be attacked by Catholics for strictly following Jesus.

	John 15:18 If the world hate you, you know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love his own: but because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.

	There's nothing more important than loving God and loving your neighbor. That is the most important thing in your existence, more important than human life itself. So anytime someone hits you with a rejection of loving God, a rejection of loving your neighbor, or a rejection of sharing Jesus and Jesus' teachings with God's children, then you need to have an extremely negative emotional reaction, which Jesus refers to as "hate". He says you need to hate that situation; you need to reject people who promote anti-God, anti-Jesus, anti-commandment, anti-faithfulness, and anything that's anti-good. That should be something you do not want any part of. Nevertheless, love them and encourage them (albeit at a distance). Try to inspire them to understand, accept, and obey the New Commandment:

	John 13:34 That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another.

	

	Commandments of men

	As a result of being persecuted, the early church met in their homes, or they met in nondescript buildings without signs or decorations. Some "churches" do that today simply because "the early church did that". They also developed other "doctrines":

	Matthew 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

	The practice of "teaching for doctrines the commandments of men", outside of God's actual commandments, continued when Christianity split, first into the Eastern and Western, then other Eastern splits, and of course the Protestant Reformation in the West. People, usually with good intentions, would break off from one organization after another, creating numerous denominations and sects, each with its own different doctrine. It's more likely that all of them are wrong in their own little special doctrines than it is that one of them is right about everything.

	The only one that is always right is Jesus. He did not start an "organization". Christ-centered Christianity is not an organization: a group of people looking up to a hierarchy who make up doctrines and tell them what to do, even "excommunicating" them if they don't comply. Christianity is a relationship of obedience between the individual and the Father through the Son with understanding from the Holy Spirit. It is being faithful to the Father through the Son, both in words and deeds, with the understanding that comes from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit making it all possible.

	

	Giving in to sin

	Matthew 16:33 But seek you first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

	"Righteousness" means obedience to God. If you have it in your mind that you must always obey God's commandments, you are more likely to find a faithful solution to any problem. Some people will say that it's okay to tell a lie to save your life. That's false. It's wrong to tell a lie for any reason, even if you would be put to death as a result of telling the truth. Some will say it's okay to steal if you're starving. But, truthfully, it's not okay to steal if you're starving or even to steal to feed your family. You have to find some gainful way of obtaining what you need. The excuses "I've tried everything" and "I have no choice" are never true! When someone says they've tried everything, it doesn't mean they have actually tried "everything"; it just means they gave up. You always have choices because you have free will.

	What prevents you from trying harder is false fear, known as "anxiety". You're afraid to seek help due to shame or embarrassment. Maybe you're afraid to go to a job interview, or you feel like taking a low-paying job would be beneath your dignity, so you can't feed your family without stealing. In truth, you're giving into the anxiety by running away from the truth. If you don't give in to the false fear, then you do go ahead and go to the interview even though it's uncomfortable, or you do go ahead and ask for help even though it's uncomfortable. Then you're able to feed your family. It's always a matter of obeying and not giving into the fear or the anxiety, not getting angry no matter what, and not running away from reality no matter what. It's okay to ask for help; it's okay to work to feed your family; but it's not okay to steal.

	For example, you're doing your tax return and you feel like you've got to cheat on your taxes in order to have enough money to pay the rent and buy groceries. The bottom line is that without God you have nothing. Without Jesus' life and death, you have less than nothing. Feeling like you have to live in a place you can't afford or feeling like you can't get a better-paying job, so you don't even try, is the problem. Changing starts with prayer, then following the inspiration, understanding, and encouragement that Jesus and all of the angels and saints in Paradise and Heaven are sending you.

	Some people reading this envision a situation (perhaps during a time of great political or social unrest) where someone has absolutely no other alternative than to steal food to feed their starving family. Should that situation actually arise, you can observe both the letter and the spirit of God's commandment. First, determine that taking the food will not put some other person(s) in a situation where they are starving. Then make every effort to contact the owner of the food to request help. If that fails, then when taking the food, leave your identifying information with an IOU. Repay the owner of the food as soon as possible with more than you took.

	Regarding telling a lie: There will be situations where you are asked questions but the person asking has no right to know the answers. The appropriate thing to do in that case is to respond like Jesus did, with silence; or you can simply respond, "Why do you ask?" You can also turn the question back on them, as Jesus did when asked, "By what authority do thou these things?"

	Obviously, the letter of the Law is not the whole story. There is more to God's Law than what the foregoing examples reveal. The idea is not to be looking for excuses to take the easy way out and avoid responsibility when times get hard. On the other hand, Jesus clearly demonstrates the other side of the coin.

	Luke 14:1 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him. 2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had the dropsy.

	3 And Jesus answering spoke unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?

	4 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and let him go; 5 And answered them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?

	6 And they could not answer him again to these things.

	Although obeying any commandment refers to obeying the letter, at the same time, obeying the spirit is more important, like Jesus demonstrates. If you're obeying the Sabbath and not working on that day, but, for example, somebody has a flat tire on the side of the road, as a Christ-centered Christian you will stop and help them change their tire. If someone needs your help, even though it would technically violate the letter of a commandment, in the spirit of the commandments you do help, just as Jesus helped those who needed His help on the Sabbath.

	What all of the commandments devolve from is loving God and loving your neighbor. You could be obeying the letter of the Law but violating the spirit of loving God and loving neighbor. In all things, we have to recognize the hierarchy of loving God and loving neighbor and never forget that all of God's Law comes from that. The commandments provide a framework for how to support loving God and loving neighbor. In obeying the commandments, as in all human activities, loving God and loving neighbor are preeminent.

	

	Sin no more

	John 8:3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what say thou?

	6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

	7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

	8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

	9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

	10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

	We see things from a human perspective. Jesus always means what He says, but it's often misinterpreted because people are not seeing it from His perspective. For example, when Jesus interacts with the woman taken in adultery, from the human perspective, most people see Jesus’ compassion, "Neither do I condemn thee." However, from Jesus' perspective (the divine spiritual perspective), their interaction is all about her faithfulness: "Go, and sin no more."

	Jesus doesn’t condemn the lady taken in adultery because He senses her repentance. He feels comfortable telling her to "sin no more". If Jesus knew, and He knows all things, that she would continue to sin, He wouldn’t have forgiven her. Jesus doesn't say, "I forgive you no matter what," because it's up to her. If she is truly repentant because she truly accepts forgiveness, then she will sin no more.

	Jesus always does His part: He's always giving us abundant blessings and forgiveness beyond what we deserve, but we have to do our part, which is the "go and sin no more" part. It's important to understand how the thoughts of the heart cause sin and to know how to change your thoughts and behaviors to follow only Jesus. It’s important to keep your body in safe places, because it's hard to change the impulses of the flesh.

	

	Divorce

	Exodus 20:14 Thou shall not commit adultery.

	What about divorce? Divorce is on par with adultery because both of them put children at risk.

	Matthew 19:3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?

	4 And he answered and said unto them, Have you not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

	7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?

	8 He said unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, commits adultery: and whoso marries her which is put away doth commit adultery.

	10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.

	11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. 12 For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.

	Mark 10:11 And he said unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, commits adultery against her. 12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she commits adultery.

	In other words, as long as two married people don't commit fornication or adultery with others, they are always married. For example, a woman who is a victim of spousal abuse leaves her husband and chooses never to live with him again. Even if they get a civil divorce, in the eyes of God they are still married, whether they live together or not, and as long as the other is alive and doesn't commit fornication or adultery, neither can marry someone else. If one does commit fornication or adultery, then the other can divorce them and marry someone else. A faithful one who has been divorced by an unfaithful one is free to marry someone else, and a faithful one who divorces an unfaithful one is free to marry someone else.

	

	Marriage

	Why are adultery and divorce so important? Simply because they disrupt the most important part of marriage: having and raising children. It seems that humans have an obsession with sex for the same reason that trees put out thousands of seeds. It's like God over-designed the reproductive process to make sure that life goes on, that procreation takes place.

	Jesus in the Gospels and God in the Old Testament didn't condemn sex in and of itself, especially when it resulted in children. For example, Jacob, who was later named "Israel", had two wives, but he also had children by two other women without negative consequences. In fact, his sons became the Patriarchs of Israel. David had Bathsheba's husband killed, then married her, and they had a son, Solomon, whom God loved very much.

	Animals engage in sex without even realizing the purpose of it, and then the female has offspring in a natural life cycle. With humans, too, it's part of life; however, humans realize the purpose and result of sex as far as producing children. The ultimate purpose is to procreate, and God loves babies no matter who their parents are or how they were conceived. There are a lot of people who profess to be Christians because someone poured water on them, but they are pro-abortion. Anybody, no matter their professed religion, who is pro-abortion is not a Christian.

	Society should encourage marriage and facilitate marriage because that is the safest environment for a child to be raised in. However, if a baby is born outside of marriage, then there should be no shame whatsoever for the baby. The mother does retain the responsibility to raise the baby in a safe environment, and she should also try to provide a family environment if at all possible.

	Genesis 2:23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

	That is the definition of marriage. It has nothing to do with making a formal vow in front of a pastor, priest, judge, etc. God's definition of marriage is basically cohabitation. If two people have a committed, loving relationship and never said vows in front of some official, that's not condemned like divorce and adultery.

	If children are in a safe environment with two loving parents, then God is not going to condemn that. When two people have a commitment to each other and are living together, engaged in activity that can produce children, or even raising children together, then they are in fact married even though they may not have a legal document to that effect. In the eyes of God, they are married, and they have a responsibility to themselves and to God to raise their children accordingly.

	Adam and Eve had an arranged marriage. There's nothing wrong with arranged marriages, which are traditional in many parts of the world, as opposed to "falling in love" marriages. The important thing either way is the safety of the children.

	Adam and Eve's children, obviously, were incestuous; brothers and sisters had children together with no shame. Abraham was married to his half-sister Sarah with no shame. Lot's daughters tricked him into impregnating them because they were the only survivors after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. As a practical matter, incest has been prohibited in most cultures for most of history for various reasons, such as the increased likelihood of birth defects.

	Adam and Eve had perfect DNA in the beginning, but due to their Original Sin and subsequent generations' sins, with each succeeding generation, human DNA was more corrupted. Thus, inbreeding was more and more likely to produce children with physical defects. Eventually, it became stigmatized such that today incest is essentially forbidden in almost every culture.

	Nevertheless, the fact is that God loves all babies. Even if a baby is conceived through incest or rape, God still loves that baby, and that baby must still be treated as a child of God and given every opportunity to have a safe environment to grow up in. Jesus repeatedly showed His love for babies because God loves babies. It is impossible to be pro-abortion or even neutral about abortion and be a Christian.

	Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply.

	If Christians have a sexual relationship, it should be because they are agreeable to sharing the responsibilities that come with parenting. The commandment that God gave Adam and Eve, "Be fruitful, and multiply," still applies to men and women. That means having a committed, loving relationship. They shouldn't be having sex unless they're willing to have and raise children together. God doesn't condemn anybody for having a baby. He does condemn abusing His gift of procreation and having a baby irresponsibly, that is, not loving and caring for their child.

	Unfortunately, civil societies sometimes enact laws that encourage babies to be born outside of marriage by offering financial incentives to unwed mothers in what are called "single-parent homes". In many such cases, the father actually lives in the household, but the parents are not legally married, so the woman can still qualify for benefits. Yes, that's lying and stealing.

	Matthew 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.

	Even though a husband and wife loved each other dearly in life, in Heaven they will no longer be married. However, they will still love each other. In fact, they will love each other even more than in this life. They will each also love all of God's children ("good" and "bad") personally as God loves them, infinitely. So not only will the man and woman, who were in love in life, love each other more, they will also love everyone else infinitely, and every other angel and saint will love them equally as well. It will be a wonderful love beyond what anyone could ever imagine, everyone loving everyone else infinitely through Jesus.

	

	Homosexual behavior

	John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father you will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

	When Jesus says "your father the devil", He is referring to people being possessed by evil spirits. The Greek word for "Satan" is actually translated "accuser" in English. So, their father is the accuser, the devil, Satan. They are children of the accuser.

	Jesus talks about the devil being a liar and a murderer from the beginning. That's the excuse that many humans also use to justify ongoing sin: "I was born that way." That attitude is prevalent among people engaging in homosexual behavior, but you don't hear that as often from murderers and rapists. We are all born as sinners. The important thing is to go and sin no more, to do whatever it takes to change that attitude, change that behavior, and get in line with God.

	Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

	Matthew 19:4 And he answered and said unto them, Have you not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

	Homosexuals need to do whatever it takes to change the thoughts of their hearts (imagination) from “I feel like I need to be with the wrong sex (male or female)" to what God desires. Changing the thoughts of the heart starts with avoiding temptation, first avoiding people and places where you're going to be tempted.

	Jesus will never lead you into temptation, but God makes temptation available through the evil spirits. Temptation is just around the corner, and it'll find you if you let it. Of course, you can also find it very easily if you're looking for it.

	Sometimes people seek unnatural sexual relationships because the opposite sex doesn’t seem to be interested. Such people first need to understand there is One who loves them dearly —fall in love with Jesus. They need to give unconditional non-sexual love to all of God's children with real affection. When they do that, they will become irresistibly attractive to the right people.

	

	Possession

	It's clear from the Gospels that God allows the evil spirits to tempt us. They even tempted Jesus, and they constantly attacked His teachings. They didn't operate openly most of the time but through people they possessed, like the scribes and Pharisees.

	Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

	In the Gospels, both followers and non-followers of Jesus were possessed by evil spirits. Even Judas, one of the Apostles, was possessed.

	Luke 22:3 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.

	If evil spirits were so prevalent in Jesus' time and bold enough even to confront Him, just imagine what they will do to ordinary people today. First of all, they aren't going to make a big show of who they are and what they are doing. They will be sneaky and elusive but very crafty. The general consensus today is that although evil spirits do tempt people, they no longer "possess" them like they did two thousand years ago. Nothing could be farther from the truth.

	

	Blessings

	Having a rough go in life doesn't mean that God's punishing you or He's out to get you. That's just the way He set up the world. That's just the way it is, but at the same time, the purpose is for us to realize and admit that we are not smarter than He is. We do that by taking the opportunity to choose to obey Him through Jesus. Jesus gave us the ability to choose to be saved. He died for us, but that doesn't save us unless we choose to accept it by following Him.

	John 16:33 I have overcome the world.

	When things seem to be going against you, meaning not according to your desires, there's always another side of that coin. That is to be grateful and turn your attention to the good things around you. "Count your blessings," as they say. Focus on what you've got, not on what you don't have. God is blessing you all the time.

	For example, let's say you're going someplace, but you have to wait for someone else who's going with you. Instead of spending your time imagining and anticipating the upcoming events, turn your attention to prayer. Instead of getting lost in your imagination, delve into reality and take time to count your blessings. Your understanding is what keeps you in touch with reality. In saying the Lord's prayer, dwell on "Give us this day our daily bread." Reflect on the fact that "our daily bread" is to do the will of the Father. If anticipating upcoming events, reflect on how you can follow the Lord by showing loving kindness, patience, and forgiveness to everyone you meet.

	

	Reality

	John 14:27 Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid.

	Matthew 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

	Most of the things people worry about are things that haven't happened and are never going to happen. The truth is that God can and will turn anything into a blessing, a learning experience, and an opportunity to go from anxiousness to the peacefulness of a Christ-centered life. The plan is to become One with Christ in a life with no worry, no fear, and no anxiety.

	The environment around us is reality. We live within that reality. However, we don’t always sense God’s reality or know the full truth. Every bit of information we get regarding reality is processed through our senses and filtered through our imagination. Jesus was always able to stay in touch with the reality that God created, understanding the world as it exists, because His Spirit is the Holy Spirit, so He has perfect understanding. Within that reality, He chose to obey the Father, always and completely.

	On the other hand, we have perceptions, which can be true or false, but we still live within God’s real reality. For example, let’s say you have a choice in life to turn left or turn right. You pick one and follow through. Then you have to live with that reality thereafter, even though you might have misinterpreted the situation and lived to regret your choice.

	That’s what often happens because everything we sense is filtered through the imagination, what Jesus referred to as the "thoughts" of the heart. Any regrets or thoughts we might have regarding “what might have been” are not reality. We can learn from our experiences when we survive them, but that doesn't change the reality of what has actually happened. At any point in your life you have to accept the reality of the past. Everything that has happened in creation up to that point is never going to change. So life is a constant process of doing nothing more than choosing to obey God based on your understanding of God’s reality.

	If you look at the events of your life and see things that you've done, or failed to do, that negatively impacted others, it's natural for you to regret that. There are many ways that you could have had a negative effect on somebody else. For example, maybe there was an opportunity for a loving relationship, and you blew it. So now you feel bad about it.

	The past is a good place to learn, but it's not a good place to live; however, looking back and longing for what might have been is not necessarily a waste of time. Looking back on those situations can be beneficial because you can learn from that experience and, as a result, love people more. What's done is set in history and is never going to change, but it can affect the future by learning from it and doing better. Hopefully, you have begun to understand that God is, in a real sense, constantly educating you through the events of your life. However, at the same time, He's also educating the other person in that failed relationship, too.

	God is constantly teaching others through the events of their lives, which are designed to bring them to Him as well. The bottom line is that you have to only be responsible for yourself, constantly learning from your failures to be more loving and kind. That's a full-time job. You must also learn not to worry or take responsibility for other people's lives, because ultimately God is in charge and you're not.

	If you're trying to play God even mentally, if not physically, then you're violating the First Commandment. You're making yourself an all-powerful god in your own mind. Render, therefore, unto God the things that are God's. God's relationship with the other people in your life is the most important relationship they have. Spend your time thanking the Lord for constantly blessing and loving them, filling in successfully when you failed to do so.

	

	Good versus evil

	Some religions teach the Ten Commandments, but many don't; nevertheless, everyone does have a conscience, and they can choose good over evil. People born into a religion that does not embrace a moral code just accept what they’ve been taught as children as absolute truth (often for fear of punishment), and then they go through life stuck.

	People have a conscience so that even in the absence of an external moral code like the Ten Commandments, they still have a sense of right and wrong. Although they can be shamed into showing guilt, animals don't have a conscience.

	The conscience allows enough understanding for someone to begin to make choices of good versus evil. If a person is faithful in the small, the Holy Spirit will reward them with more understanding. More understanding allows one to be more faithful and vice versa, making it easier to go against the flesh's automatic reactions and choose to obey. Jesus taught us very clearly what we are to obey.

	1) He started with the Golden Rule:

	Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do you even so to them.

	2) Then the Ten Commandments, which He summarized in the Two Great Commandments:

	Mark 12:29 The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

	3) Finally, He gave us His New Commandment:

	John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

	A king tells a servant what to do. It's not like, "Clean the stable the way that I cleaned it," because the king never cleaned it. The king would never clean out the stable, but he expects the servant to clean out the stable and to do a good job, or he may get beaten. Whereas, Jesus, the King of Kings, doesn't ask you to do anything that He not only wouldn't do; He also doesn't ask you to do anything that He Himself hasn't already done and done to perfection. He's commanding you to do what He's already done: love others as He loves you, like He has always loved you.

	Not only did Christ love everyone with the Father from eternity in Spirit, but He also loved them in His actions by incarnating as the baby Jesus. We don't exist if God is not thinking about us constantly, and His thoughts exist as the Spirit of Christ and the body of Jesus. He has loved each of us in His actions: incarnating, living, teaching, and especially in His Crucifixion and dying for us. So when He says, "Love one another as I have loved you," that's pretty powerful.

	

	Steps

	Life is a process of taking one step after another. From any point where you're standing, there are only so many steps available to you. As you take a step, it opens up other steps and moves you away from some steps. For example, when you finish the first grade, the next step is the second grade. If you finish calculus one, the next step is calculus two. You don't go from first grade to calculus two.

	If you get a degree in engineering, you suddenly have some job opportunities that you didn't have before. If you take one job, it closes off other opportunities, but it opens up future opportunities. So everything is one step after another from where you are to somewhere else. You really can't stay in one place, because the clock is always ticking. The door suddenly closes on some steps not taken, and others fade away. Life is a constant process of new steps, opportunities opening, and opportunities closing.

	The idea is to envision a place you want to be and then take steps that will get you there. One misstep doesn't automatically close off every avenue to your goal; it might just make the journey longer and maybe more interesting. Of course, goals can and very likely will change many times over a lifespan.

	If the place you want to be is eternal happiness, joyfulness, and peacefulness, then the steps to get there are to learn of Jesus and do what Jesus says to do, step by step.

	One of the most famous quotations in the Bible from Jesus is, "The truth shall make you free." However, that's not the whole story.

	John 8:31 If you continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed; 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

	Many Christians start by trying to learn all they can. You can't learn until you first obey ("continue in my word"}. Then you are "disciples". Only then can you "know the truth, and the truth shall make you free". You must first obey and then you will know the truth. Knowledge of truth is "understanding". God always rewards faithfulness with understanding. Then understanding (knowledge of truth) yields freedom (from sin). 

	If you obey Jesus' teachings (love God and neighbor), which is faithfulness, then you will know the truth, which is understanding. Then that will "make you free" to obey even more, to be more faithful.

	

	Setting goals

	In the process of accepting and doing God's will, an important step is to formulate goals. It's much easier to stay on track if you first have a track to stay on and have a clear destination. Once the Christ-centered goal is set, it's important to do your best, which is a goal in and of itself. Once you have achieved that goal, then accept the final result as God's will. Your best is all you can do, so that has to be good enough.

	Everyone has limitations. Some limitations, whether physical, mental, or emotional, are obvious. However, we don't always realize what our limitations are until we're halfway down the track. That doesn't mean that it's okay to give up easily in the face of hardship; it means you have to be totally, and sometimes brutally, honest with yourself.

	You may think you can attain a certain level of performance, having done that before, but then you have to confront the reality that you cannot attain that this time. The key to success in that regard is to stay relaxed. Athletes perform best when they are relaxed. Being keyed up and stressed out is a sure way to fail at just about anything.

	Goals can be physical, mental, or emotional. Physical goals are not only reaching a desired physical output; they also include reaching a desired level of reduced physical output, as in relaxation. Mental goals can include studying, learning, and understanding. Emotional goals can include changing anger into kindness, avoidance into participation. That, too, would include not only increased emotional involvement but also decreased, which is relaxation as well. Physical relaxation, mental relaxation, and emotional relaxation all go together. Anything you do, you can probably do better relaxed in body, mind, and spirit.

	

	Practice, practice, practice

	People say, "Live and learn," but it's also, "Learn and live." Learn from your experience, good or bad, how to have a better life. Bad habits and sinful habits don't change by themselves. "Oh well, we all make mistakes," is a refusal to learn from your mistakes. There's nothing automatic about repentance, which includes changing behaviors and putting what you learned into practice, not just learning it in principle or in theory but actually changing your lifestyle, which takes effort. You've got to concentrate, focus, and put into practice what you learned from your mistake. 

	If you did your honest best and still came up short, that's not necessarily a total defeat. Practice is an important element that is often overlooked. Failure at anything should never be considered final without a complete re-evaluation of the goal, the steps taken, mistakes made, and any changes in the need to achieve that goal. After considering all of that, failure becomes a valuable lesson, merely a practice session. Maybe, hopefully, eventually you'll get it right. 

	Sometimes events just don't fall right for you. For example, you feel that you didn't have the social experience to pursue a relationship properly, and so it didn't work out. You could blame your upbringing, blame God, or blame a lot of things outside of yourself. That actually feeds into the learning process, including learning to take responsibility. Your relationship with God from conception to eternity is a matter of learning to do the best you can with what you've got where you are.

	It's not unusual to look back at what you did in any situation that didn't work out favorably and feel that it wasn't enough. Maybe you just didn't know enough for whatever reason. Maybe it really was the best you could do where you were at that time, and maybe not. So you have to leave the rest of it up to God. Then you go on with that experience under your belt and do better. It's not always up to you when or if another opportunity comes along, and there's no guarantee you won't come up short in another way with another opportunity.

	It's always your responsibility to do the best you can with what you've got where you are, even though your best may not be enough, or what you've got may never be enough by your standards. Where you are may not seem like the right place. There seem to be a million ways things can go wrong and a million excuses, unless you realize it's just "life" and learn to just go on with your life. Someday the harshest lessons may turn out to be the sweetest education.

	

	Have a plan

	Luke 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sits not down first, and counts the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

	When you have a goal but that's not the next available step, then you need to determine what steps are needed to get there. For example, let's say you have a problem with social interactions, even to the extent of social phobia. Let's say you not only have difficulty being around other people in general; you also have difficulty even going out in public, something akin to agoraphobia. The solution is to gradually learn, both in theory and by practicing, the steps it takes to become more comfortable in social situations. That would include learning relaxation skills, practicing visualization, and finally, slowly acclimating to easy-to-manage real-life scenarios first, then gradually moving closer to your ultimate goal, all while retaining a sense of comfort, peace, and safety.

	Anxiety, irrational fear when there is no real danger, is the roadblock. It may take many small steps to overcome it, like getting to the second story of a house by going up the stairway. If there were no stairway or ladder, you might never get there, but by breaking everything down into small, manageable steps, almost anything is possible.

	What you are actually doing in treating anxiety by practicing relaxation, visualization, desensitization, and behavior modification, as described in the previous paragraphs, is teaching your subconscious mind a different automatic survival reaction. You are, in effect, confronting a lie of the flesh, anxiety, which was being stimulated by your imagination, with the truth: you are safe; there's no danger. Eventually, but inevitably, you are functioning normally.

	This was just an example of using small steps to overcome what seems to be an insurmountable problem. If you have other issues, you may need to consult somebody who can help you learn the skills you need. For example, if you developed an automatic "fight" (anger) reaction to stressful situations when you were young, and that is causing problems in your life as an adult, then you may need help from a professional counselor to learn step-by-step what you can do to change that reaction to one of Christlike loving kindness.

	John 15:5 I am the vine, you are the branches: He that abides in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without me you can do nothing.

	You don't have to wait until somebody loves you before you can love others. You already have someone, Jesus, Who loves you more than you could ever imagine. Because you have His love flowing into you, if you will accept it, His love can go through you to everyone else.

	 


HUMAN NATURE

	

	God is good

	All good things come from God, and all things that come from God are good. If God created it, it is good.

	Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

	So everything in life is good, even though some things are contrary to what we think or feel is good. The Earth is "good", but the world is "evil" because of the evil spirits that were cast into the world.

	Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

	In addition to the external evil that surrounds us, all human beings have a physical nature constantly striving to maintain the survival of the flesh, which provides additional impetus to sin. God's commandments, on the other hand, require that we go against our natural physical inclinations and choose spiritual life. If we don't obey, it's because we don't choose to obey.

	

	Out of the heart

	When people sin, they quite often say, "Well, I was born that way. That's the way God created me, so it's okay."

	1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

	Yes, you might well have been born that way. Yes, God might well have created you that way. Yes, it's natural. But you're totally, absolutely wrong; it is not okay. God created you that way, but only in order to give you an opportunity to rise above and overcome your flesh nature, to rise to the spiritual plane of Oneness by choosing to obey God.

	Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart brings forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.

	Mark 7:18 And he said unto them, Are you so without understanding also? Do you not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without enters into the man, it cannot defile him; 19 Because it enters not into his heart, but into the belly, and goes out into the draught, purging all meats? 20 That which comes out of the man, that defiles the man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornication, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

	In Matthew's account of the Sermon on the Mount earlier in this book, he omitted the information in Mark 7:18-23. However, Matthew did quote Jesus later:

	Matthew 15:10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: 11 Not that which goes into the mouth defiles a man; but that which comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.

	12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Know thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?

	13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.

	15 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this parable.

	16 And Jesus said, Are you also yet without understanding? 17 Do not you yet understand, that whatsoever enters in at the mouth goes into the belly, and is cast out into the draught? 18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashed hands defiles not a man.

	Jesus makes it clear that hands and eyes do not cause anyone to sin; rather

	(Mark) "from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts," and

	(Matthew) "those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man." 

	"Thoughts of the heart" refers to what we call the "imagination". Later, Jesus clarifies it even further: "If thy hand offend thee, cut it off". However, your hand and eye do not cause you to sin; your imagination does. That's what needs to be cut off.

	Mark 9:43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 44 Where their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched.

	45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 46 Where their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched.

	47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.

	You see, the operative word is "if". "If thy hand offend thee," but your hand does not cause you to sin; your imagination does. "If thine eye offend thee," but your eye does not cause you to sin; your imagination does. It seems very likely that Jesus taught these verses consecutively as shown in Mark, but Matthew unintentionally omitted Matthew 15:10-20 in his recording of the Sermon on the Mount. The people who heard the Sermon seemed to understand that Jesus was not telling them to cut off their hands and pluck out their eyes, but that they needed to replace their imagination with God's reality.

	

	Why people sin

	Every human being has both a physical nature (flesh) and a spiritual nature (spirit). The physical has two components, including the physical body and the imagination of the mind. The body includes behaviors, emotions, and physical sensations.

	Genesis 6:5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

	"Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart" being "only evil continually" provides a constant temptation to sin.

	The spiritual part of man includes the understanding of the mind, which is knowledge of truth, and free will, which is the faculty of the soul. So the spirit has two parts, understanding and free will. These two things allow us to choose to obey God.

	You can see that the mind has two components, the imagination and the understanding, one physical and one spiritual. It is a little confusing that the mind is comprised of one part flesh (imagination) and one part spirit (understanding). However, that is what being human is all about.

	We're born in sin, and if we continue to live only in the flesh, then we will die in sin. The reason something becomes a sin is because we have the option to choose to do otherwise, to choose to obey. If we do that, then we don't sin. But if we live naturally in our flesh with the thoughts of the heart controlling us, then we do continue to sin.

	As long as everybody sinned, there could be no free will. Once one human being demonstrated free will by obeying as only Jesus did, that established free will for everyone. No human could qualify to be One with perfect God until Jesus did so by obeying even unto death. Thus, we are able to be One with God because we qualify through Jesus.

	Since Jesus gave us free will by His choosing to obey God completely, then we can, through the free will of our spirit, also choose to obey, and thereby we're not judged.

	John 9:39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

	40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also?

	41 Jesus said unto them, If you were blind, you should have no sin: but now you say, We see; therefore your sin remains.

	In other words, the Pharisees admitted they knew the difference between right and wrong ("We see"), but they didn't care. Jesus' life and death cause everyone to "see". Animals can't sin because they don't know any better; they have no choice. But since Jesus came, we do have a choice; we know better. Therefore, our natural behavior is labeled as sin (not choosing to obey). Choosing to obey, on the other hand, unites us One with God. Then, being One with God through obedience along with Jesus, we are blessed with redemption and forgiveness.

	There were people who lived and repented before Jesus lived and died, but their existing sins weren't erased by their repentance. Jesus' death did not just provide a pardon for their sins and our sins. In the case of a pardon, the sentence would no longer have to be carried out, but we would still have the guilty verdict. Unlike granting a pardon, Jesus' death provided us with "propitiation", where our sins no longer exist.

	

	Fear and anxiety

	John 14:27 Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid.

	Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

	Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

	Fear is the dominant human emotion. Fear can save your life if you are in mortal danger; that is its purpose in the animal world. For humans, however, there is only one valid fear: fear of God.

	Sensing stimuli is the purpose of the physical senses of the body: sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch. Those sensory inputs go to the mind and are processed based on instinct, training, habits, and past experience to stimulate the imagination, the thoughts of the heart.

	If the imagination foresees a dangerous situation, which can happen in the blink of an eye, that triggers the automatic physiological arousal known as "fear". The body then reacts in anticipation of what to expect next. First, it produces physical reactions, such as increased pulse and respiration, along with the production of adrenaline and other chemicals, which in turn produce subtle physical sensations, labeled as "feelings".

	Jesus taught us that the thoughts of the heart (the imagination) are the source of all evil inclinations and the cause of all sin. The imagination feeds anxiety, which is false fear.

	In the case of real fear due to real danger, the response must be immediate, so most people don't have time to sit and observe the feelings. With anxiety, on the other hand, since there is no real danger, the feelings actually can seem more pronounced and overwhelming. The physical sensations associated with anxiety are usually described as a feeling that "something's wrong" and an almost irresistible urge to get away. Sometimes there is no escape, and the person might erupt with inappropriate anger. It's also described as an "unreal feeling". It's hard to describe because there's no reason for it. It's "irrational fear" or "false fear", but the feeling is real, and the feeling of a need to react is real.

	That can lead to quitting a job for no good reason or ending a friendship or romance for no good reason. Anxiety is very powerful and very scary because at the root of it is a feeling of being in danger (as in life and death). But it's not identified as feeling threatened; it's identified as, "I need to get out of here." Lacking a true danger, the problem can be identified as a person, a place, or even some harmless object. At that moment, thinking is not part of the process. Reacting is all that's important. You leave the person, or you leave the place, or you leave the situation, because all you want to do is get away from that feeling. Then the feeling comes back, but it's associated with a different person, place, or situation, so you avoid that, too. Once a reaction of avoidance is established, a person can wind up avoiding most of life itself and living as a recluse.

	The first symptom of avoidance is procrastination: delaying rather than outright avoiding. The delay times incrementally grow until events being avoided are already over before you get there. Complete avoidance gradually becomes easier and easier.

	It's also human nature never to be satisfied, which is also driven by anxiety. The best illustration comes from the animal world. A dog has a bone in his mouth, but seeing another dog with a smaller bone, he drops his bone and tries to take the other dog's bone. Someone has to have the latest gadget, or they can't sleep at night. A boy has no interest in a particular girl until he sees her with another guy. A gambler loses a fortune trying to get more. There's no end to the ways people can curse their own lives through greed. The key is that all of it is a result of anxiety, a feeling that they "need" something to be different in their life when everything was fine and dandy to start with.

	In life the emotional extremes are usually fear and euphoria. Everything else kind of blends into the background. Getting keyed up emotionally either way, on the fear side or the euphoria side, is emotional slavery. That is, emotions are controlling your life, rather than understanding and free will.

	

	Sin nature

	Contrary to what many people believe and some religions teach, we don't have to choose to sin. We naturally sin; we’re born in sin; we’re born to sin. That’s why we all need forgiveness. If we don't choose to obey, then we will sin.

	At any moment, an animal's next action, whether it's a heartbeat or walking or attacking their next food source, is predictable. No matter what it is, that action is predictable. They have no free will to do other than what the laws of nature (chemistry, biology, physics, etc.) drive them to do. For human beings, on the other hand, the next action is unpredictable, because they can choose what to do next.

	Sometimes that next action will be stealing or lying or in some way disobeying God's commandments. However, if they exercise their free will, then they can go against the natural inclination. They can choose to obey. It's God's will that they have the ability to do that. God created animals and set up Natural Law, so for animal activities, as well as most human activities, God's will is always done. When humans exercise their free will to act contrary to Natural Law by obeying the commandments, God's will is also done. Therefore, God's will is always done.

	

	Subconscious

	There are natural physical processes taking place at the most basic physical level, what is often called the "subconscious". The subconscious, the seat of the imagination, is part of the mind, but it is actually the part of the mind that is part of the flesh. The other part of the mind, the understanding, is part of the spirit. The subconscious controls cellular development and functioning, heartbeat, breathing most of the time, and automatic reactions like sweating, coughing, sneezing, digestion, etc.

	In the operation of the subconscious, there is a filter. The filter takes in sensory inputs and compares them to natural instincts, previous experiences, and external forces to determine what will give them the best chance for survival. For a dog it might be barking. For a human, it might be taking a drink of water. The subconscious filtering process is sometimes referred to as the "critical mind". The critical mind functions and controls all the way through life.

	There are some instinctive things that are inherited and controlled by the DNA for vegetables, animals, and humans. In addition to those instinctive reactions, for animals and people the critical mind also learns from experience and develops habits, which are also automatic reactions.

	The critical mind controls many automatic reactions based on fear, where survival depends on avoiding danger and reacting quickly. The reactions are different for everybody based on individual inherited instincts, individual life experiences, individual upbringing, things learned from others (from both teaching and observation), etc.

	When somebody is in what they feel to be a life-threatening situation for the first time, whatever reaction they make at that time is probably what they'll do in the next similar life-threatening situation. So automatic reactions (fight or flight) can be set very early in life. All of the senses —eyesight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch —are constantly filtered by the critical mind to react as needed for survival. If there's a memory of something dangerous having happened before, then there will be an immediate reaction. The more intense the feeling of danger, the more immediate and intense the reaction.

	

	Fight/Flight

	Reactions for both animals and humans are typically either aggressive or evasive: fight or flight. Aggressive reactions (fight) would include a direct physical confrontation or a verbal assault. They could also be subtle, such as passive-aggressive behaviors. Aggressive reactions include defending oneself and attacking the threat. Evasive reactions (flight) include physical withdrawal and emotional withdrawal.

	Flight can consist of physically running away; however, other common mechanisms of flight are withdrawal through alcohol, drugs, or sexual activity. Withdrawal can also be through television, computers, movies, etc., as well as through physical activity like participating in sports or in physical exercise, or it can even be spectating in sports and other things. Many conditions labeled "mental illness" are actually elaborate fight or flight reactions.

	All of these reactions consist of processes of the flesh. Animals also have the same flesh processes: stimulus, imagination, physiological arousal (fear or anxiety), and automatic reaction (fight or flight).

	Sometimes reactions can be atypical. For example, someone can stay physically present but block the threat out of their mind. Hysterical blindness is a reaction where the person withdraws from the threat by blocking it out of their eyesight, even though the threat is actually still there. Sensory inputs can also be misinterpreted, either under- or overblown. They can be interpreted in such a way that they generate hallucinations, auditory or visual. This might even reach the level of psychosis, such as paranoid schizophrenia, and then those hallucinations would be reacted upon as if real.

	

	Comfort zone

	A real danger in the whole process is the human tendency to stay within your "comfort zone". A comfort zone is simply a way of life that you're comfortable with. That usually begins to be established in childhood. For example, it's not unusual for people to remain at the same socioeconomic level for generations. Look anywhere around the world and you will find generational poverty. Traditionally, lifetime occupations were multi-generational; the blacksmith's son was likely to become a blacksmith. Part of it is the human propensity for taking the easy way. If a girl's mother survived on welfare and that's all the girl ever saw in the world around her, that would be the easiest lifestyle for her to adopt as well.

	A person can very easily establish a comfort zone based on a particular lifestyle; and if they start leaving that comfort zone, they can subconsciously and automatically put themselves back where they are comfortable.

	Sometimes a person may be in a situation where a group of people, such as a family or business, moves to another level, and that individual's discomfort with the new surroundings could jeopardize their relationship with other members of the group. Based on their childhood, the influence of people around them, and their own life experiences, someone could wind up drifting from one bad relationship to another, while being unable to comprehend why that keeps happening to them. Unfortunately, because the illusion of safety in a comfort zone is so strong, many, if not most, people are constantly looking for an excuse to fail. That would include failing in business, failing in relationships, and failing in obedience to God.

	Perhaps you can begin to see why some people don't seem able to be comfortable being successful. They don't even seem to be comfortable being happy. It's almost as if they are incapable of being successful or happy because that's out of their comfort zone. They take one step forward and two steps backward, constantly winding up worse off than they were before. A phobia is a condition that generally elicits a fear response to something that presents no danger or threat. Anyone can develop a phobia of anything. Many people have a phobia of living a good life.

	It's a very real danger. It's easy to see it happening to others and maybe even to yourself. It's easy to say, "Be aware of seeking to stay in your comfort zone and don't be afraid of moving out of your comfort zone," but it's very difficult to do because it's tied to fear and anxiety, which means it's tied to a sense of life and death.

	The solution, as with everything in life, is in trusting the Lord, depending on the Lord, turning to the Lord, and being comfortable with whatever the Lord wants to give you. When most people hear "whatever the Lord wants to give you", they tend to think of hardships. The truth is that the Lord has it in His mind to only give you good things, not bad things. Whatever bad things come into your life are a result of something you've done that you shouldn't have done, not what the Lord has done. The good things that have come into your life, and ever will come into your life, come from the Lord. 

	

	Lead us not

	All of human nature relates to one question: "What is the truth?" It's God's reality versus your imagination. Jesus explained very clearly that all of the problems in your life emerge out of the thoughts of your heart. You're trying to live in an imaginary world that doesn't really exist. There is a real world, God's reality, which is all around you all the time. It may seem foreign and scary to face it, but that's only because you have avoided it for so long. Jesus wants you to learn to change the thoughts of your heart, to change your thinking, and thus change your behaviors. He wants you to avoid even getting into sinful situations.

	Don't put yourself in an environment where that's likely to happen. Jesus says, “Follow Me.” In the Lord's Prayer we say, “Lead us not into temptation.” It's not Jesus that leads you into those situations where you might sin. On the contrary, Jesus leads you away from those situations if you follow Him.

	The way to do that is to set aside instinctive habits and automatic reactions. Behaviors can be changed using meditation, which allows you to bypass the critical mind. Thus, you can decide exactly what you want to do using your free will, making decisions that are loving and kind, and then following that up with corresponding thoughts and actions, becoming One with God by living a Christ-centered life of obedience and forgiveness.

	

	Meditation

	John 4:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have them.

	Jesus says when you pray for something, see yourself already having it. That does not just apply to miraculous healings, it also applies to behaviors. It applies to how you live your life. If you want a happy life and that's what you pray for, then that's what you need to see yourself already having; and you do that through meditation. 

	Meditation, or deep relaxation, allows you to bypass the critical mind, which controls the body’s automatic reactions. Subtle feelings cause an immediate response (fight/anger or flight/withdrawal), considered by the flesh to be of life-saving urgency. Unfortunately, in many cases such automatic responses have developed a habit of sin.

	Meditation allows you to avoid the automatic arousal, bypassing the input of the imagination, and instead observe and assess the reality of the situation to decide whether any real threat exists. If there is any real life-threatening danger, real fear will prevail, and an immediate response will be implemented for survival. If there is no danger, the lying feelings will pass.

	In meditation, while deeply relaxed, you visualize the world as you would like it to be, where you are living a life of faithfulness. As you become more comfortable with that, rather than automatically reacting to the imagination, you can depend on the understanding and free will of the spirit to direct your actions, which would then be in obedience to God's commandments.

	When you meditate deeply, in a state of extreme relaxation, you can clear your mind completely of the physical and enjoy spiritual peacefulness. In that state of heightened awareness of reality, the thought that most naturally comes to mind is, "Thank You, Lord." Everything else is gone, and you can focus on the truth: how blessed you are; how blessed you and your loved ones have always been; and how much God loves all of His children: angels and people, everywhere and always. In that state, the thought that should become your mantra is, "Thank You, Lord. Thank You, Lord. Thank You, Lord." Even God appreciates being appreciated.

	

	Imagination

	There are two kinds of imagination. There's creative imagination, whereby a person anticipates something. It usually consists of a mental picture of a person, object, or event. You can imagine sitting by a stream with a fishing pole in your hand, imagine a new invention, or plan something like an upcoming birthday party. That's the creative imagination, or conscious imagination.

	There is also a subconscious imagination. This is what is meant by the thoughts of the heart that can tempt you to sin. However, the subconscious imagination isn't only about temptation. Its primary purpose is to protect you from danger and to stimulate an immediate response when danger is either present, anticipated, or imagined. Being in a tempting environment can activate such a survival response, causing someone to feel they need to sin, even feeling what seems to be an irresistible urge.

	Based on the environment at the moment, the subconscious imagination, thoughts of the heart, anticipates what must be done next for survival. Based on that anticipation, it can stimulate what might be appropriate or inappropriate responses. Such responses are heavily controlled by how that person has reacted to similar situations in the past. If someone is in the habit of sinful behavior, it can be very difficult to change that because it is subconsciously associated with physical survival. The point is that you don't have to actively choose to think about it. Subconscious imagination is engaged all of the time. Changing automatic sinful behavior like that starts with keeping an awareness of reality and choosing what you will do next based on truth. The overriding truth of any situation is that the flesh lies, presenting Hell as Heaven.

	

	False fear

	Lies and fear are the tools of evil spirits. Lies are also often promoted by self-proclaimed "religious leaders" as a way of inciting anxiety in their victims. It's a vicious cycle: lies, anxiety, more lies, more anxiety. Overcoming anxiety (false fear) starts with overcoming the lies that spring from anxiety.

	An example of changing the thoughts of one's heart and overcoming those lies is a lady who was raped by the pastor at her church when she was a teenager. The word got out that she was having an affair with the pastor, and everybody blamed her but didn't blame him. She was ostracized while the pastor was treated like the innocent victim. Feeling shameful, she left her hometown full of anxiety (false fear), feeling like she was in danger when there was no real danger. Nobody had ever threatened her life or anything like that. She was in no physical danger, but that's what anxiety feels like. She felt that she had to get away from there, so her response was to flee. She had such a sense of dread that she didn't even go back for her mother's funeral.

	She began to have nightmares in which she was sitting in church during a service, and the preacher was in the pulpit lambasting her. Everybody would be looking at her with evil eyes as the preacher droned on about what a sinful person she is. This bothered her for many years, but eventually she sought help from a Christian counselor.

	The counselor explained how nightmares work. All dreams are basically practice sessions of how to face emotional situations that are likely to come up in the near future. In order to evoke an anticipated emotion in the dream, the imagination puts together a scenario of events to elicit that emotion and, based on life experiences, practices a solution through dreaming. Fight and flight reactions play a role in dreams just as they do with similar emotions in real life. In the case of a nightmare, there is no solution to be found, no option to either fight or flee, so the person wakes up in a state of high anxiety.

	The way to defeat a nightmare is, after waking up, to go back into the dream and take charge. The person having the dream becomes the writer, director, and star, and then they visualize, with the creative imagination, whatever it takes to develop a successful outcome, where they come out as the hero, victorious and triumphant over the evil in the dream.

	The lady thought about it and decided to draw on the fact that she was an avid fan of science fiction. She decided how she would change the nightmare. The next time she had that nightmare, she went back into the dream after she woke up. She closed her eyes, got very relaxed, and imagined that she was back in church with people staring at her and the preacher blaming her.

	In her creative imagination, she stood up in the church, and she said, "Computer, project on that wall exactly what happened." Suddenly, a huge video appeared on the side wall of the church that showed how the preacher had raped her. Immediately, everybody in the congregation changed their attitude and became very loving and sympathetic toward her in her revised dream. She always suspected the preacher had been abusing other young girls, and others probably suspected it, too, or even knew he was. Not long after that, she was able to go back to her hometown. She had simply confronted the lies of her imagination with truth and understanding.

	John 4:37 One sows, and another reaps.

	That wasn't a pleasant experience for her. She endured much suffering over many years. Every lesson in this book was learned by somebody through great difficulty. They suffered (sow) so that you can have the benefit of their suffering (reap).

	John 16:21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.

	Once the lady learned how to defeat her nightmares, she was overjoyed and never suffered from them again. "She remembers no more the anguish" because she's in the joy of the Lord. The lesson here is that you can have such relief without going through the "anguish". You can benefit from someone else's suffering, someone who has already been through the fire and learned the lessons.

	In the end, that lady benefited from her experiences, as terrible as they were. Clearly, the Lord allowed that situation to play out for her benefit but also for your benefit. In the wisdom of the Lord, maybe part of His plan all along was to provide you with some information so you could learn that hard lesson without having to go through a bad experience like her. That is part of the purpose of Christ-centered Christianity: to learn from others' experiences, good or bad.

	

	Dreams

	Dreams while asleep are driven by the thoughts of the heart, the imagination. It's a natural process whereby the flesh practices what it feels it needs to do to survive, no different from an animal. Whatever emotions are likely to come up in the near future, based on the current environment, are recreated in the imagination, and automatic reactions to those emotions are practiced, typically fight or flight reactions.

	When an animal wakes up, it just reacts its way through life automatically. It may appear to be thinking and deciding what to do, but what's actually happening is the imagination is coming up with the best automatic reaction to survive the current situation. Inherited instincts, previous experience, and training come into play in the subconscious imagination of an animal. There is no creative imagination, no decision-making. There's no free will involved whatsoever. 

	However, with humans it is much more complicated because there is a constant battle between the flesh and the spirit. The flesh wants to just go along with automatic reactions like an animal, not think or have to make decisions, just react. The spirit, on the other hand, is capable of evaluating the situation, then making a decision whether to go along with the flesh and do the instinctive behavior or choose to do something else, for example, obey God. 

	For example, let's say there's a hamburger sitting on the table. The instinctive behavior is to pick it up and eat it. That's the flesh. That's the reaction that would be practiced in dreams, especially if you have repeated that behavior in the past and survived. The spirit is able to evaluate the situation and make a decision not to pick up that hamburger and eat it for whatever "reason". Reason is a process of making “if this/then that” decisions. in other words, free will. You have the ability to make a choice. Picking it up and eating it is stealing, and that's contrary to what God tells us.

	The choice is obeying the flesh or obeying the spirit. The flesh is naturally uncomfortable going along with the spirit, because the flesh is all about physical survival. In a clear threat to physical survival, fear will drive the flesh to react. With less threatening or non-threatening situations, anxiety (false fear) can do the same, encouraging you to go ahead and eat the hamburger (i.e., sin) even though you know it's wrong.

	There are two kinds of dreams: sleep dreams and goals, or things desired. Imagination drives sleep dreams, which are thoughts of the heart and which originate in the flesh. As we've seen, they have a very powerful influence on human behavior by controlling automatic reactions. When we speak of "dreams coming true", we're talking about things that we choose of our free will: good things, loving things, kind things, forgiving things, Christ-centered things. When we dream during sleep, we are practicing reactions to strong emotions, positive or negative, that we anticipate. If we anticipate a smooth, easy future, then our dreams can be peaceful and appropriate to that. If we're anticipating problems, then in our dreams we will practice reactions to the negative emotions we expect in the future. By consciously visualizing a peaceful, loving life as you drift off to sleep, you can preprogram your dreams.

	

	Depression

	People seldom use words like "unhappiness" or "melancholy" anymore, because they have been brainwashed to use the word "depression". Characters from the Bible who today would be diagnosed as depressed would probably include King David, Elijah, Moses, and, of course, Job. None of their problems or situations were caused by a scientifically unsupported "chemical imbalance", nor would any of them have been helped by modern medicine.

	You might question what that has to do with Jesus. Simply ask yourself, "Would Jesus advise anyone that they need antidepressants?" The most successful form of psychotherapy is Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), wherein the client is taught to stay in touch with reality and avoid fantasizing (thoughts of the heart or imagination). That leads to much greater control of their behaviors instead of reacting automatically and inappropriately. As they learn to change their thoughts from imagination to reality, it gets easier to choose to live a happier life. In other words, counseling that works is basically following Jesus' teachings: Christ-centered.

	What a lot of people call "depression" is the normal reaction of "submission". When an animal in danger is unable to fight or escape, then the natural reaction is to give up. For example, a rabbit being cornered by a wolf will initially try to run away. If it can't run away, it will try to resist physically. If it can't either escape or defend itself, then it will simply lay its head over to the side, exposing its jugular vein. That is submission to death, and that's basically the reaction people refer to as "depression". It's a natural, but inappropriate, reaction.

	The solution to it is to analyze the situation to identify any perceived danger. If there is no real danger, then identify the most appropriate Christ-centered response to the situation. That would normally begin with being truthful with yourself and others. It would include treating others with loving kindness, patience, and forgiveness. If your attempts are rejected or even met with hostility, you may have to withdraw from the situation entirely in order to resume a normal life.

	

	Grief

	Another misapplication of the word "depression" occurs with grief. Grief is not depression. Grief is a normal part of life; even animals experience grief. Grief is a normal reaction when there is a significant loss. The "loss" can be something of material value or something a person loves, such as another person. If someone you love is no longer there, for whatever reason, including death, there is a normal profound emotional reaction. Grief is a normal sense of sadness associated with a significant loss.

	You will only be sad to the extent that you loved the person or the thing that was lost, and you will only miss it or them as long as you love them. Obviously, the reaction will be much deeper for someone who has passed away than for a material object, and it will last much longer, perhaps for the rest of your life. You will only miss them as much as you love them, and you will only miss them as long as you love them. So the best advice to give someone experiencing grief is to get used to it.

	The key to handling grief and getting along with your life is to accept it as normal and to go ahead and allow it to proceed. If someone tries to control their grief or deny it in their private moments, it is likely to erupt at inappropriate times. Therefore, it's best to acknowledge and experience it at whatever intensity is natural in the private moments.

	For example, if someone experienced the loss of a loved one, it is appropriate for them to think of that person when alone or in bed at night, even to consider them there in spirit and to talk to them. It's okay to talk to them when you go to bed and to feel that they're with you in spirit all the time, because they really are. They also love you, so they will be sending you all manner of inspiration and encouragement. Accept it in the spirit that it is given and feel peaceful that your loved one is in the arms of Jesus, happy and joyful. That should make you happy as well. Your tears of sadness may well become tears of joy.

	
REPENTANCE

	

	Repentance – choosing to obey God.

	Jesus' entire message can be condensed into one word: "repent".

	

	John the Baptist

	Matthew 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent you: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

	Matthew 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 10 And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which brings not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

	11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

	Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

	The first word recorded to have been spoken by John the Baptist in his public ministry is “Repent”. The very first word that Jesus is recorded as speaking in His public ministry is “Repent”.

	The water baptism of John was an outward sign of inward repentance. Real baptism is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, which takes place through repentance. Repenting is more than just letting somebody pour water on you while they vocalize a few words. Repenting is a new birth. It's being born in the spirit, your spirit being your understanding and free will. Repenting is making a free will choice to control your flesh with the understanding of your mind instead of your imagination and emotions; then carrying that out with your physical body.

	When we repent, we receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. We're washed clean through propitiation because Jesus has already died. For the people who lived and repented before He died, they couldn't be washed clean until they had the blood of the Lamb. Since Jesus has already died, we are immediately washed clean when we repent, being born again.

	

	God loves

	Christ exists with the Father always so that God can love you personally. He lived for you in the body of Jesus, and He died for you because He loves you, which means you are lovable. We are all individually God's babies. You are His baby. He looks at you not like a cute little puppy dog but as His baby, His child, and that's how He loves you. That's what should be imparted to all of God's children: the understanding of God's personal love. It's not just that "God loves everybody." It's a one-on-one love like a parent loves a child. It's the essence of pure love. That's what God feels for you, and that's why He created you.

	If we give one thing to all of God's children, it should be understanding that they are loved. As Christians, we first choose to love God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then we choose to love all of God's children, everywhere and always. We love each and every one of them, those who choose to obey and those who haven't chosen. So we each can honestly say to every person who ever lived or will live, "I love you, but more importantly, God loves you. You are loved infinitely. Jesus died for you, but He also lived for you. He exists for you, and you exist only because He first loved you." All of creation exists to fulfill God's love for you.

	

	God of the living

	Matthew 22:23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him, 24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 25 Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother: 26 Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh. 27 And last of all the woman died also.

	28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her.

	Luke 20:34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage: 35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection. 37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he called the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.

	Matthew 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.

	When you were conceived, God allowed two human beings to create you, to create an angel. Yes, it is truly amazing that God lets human beings create angels.

	

	Born again

	John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou do, except God be with him.

	3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

	4 Nicodemus said unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

	5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, You must be born again. 8 The wind blows where it lists, and thou hears the sound thereof, but can not tell whence it comes, and whither it goes: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

	9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

	10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and know not these things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and you receive not our witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things, and you believe not, how shall you believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

	16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believes on him is not condemned: but he that believes not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For every one that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he that does truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

	This is actually one of the most misunderstood concepts in Jesus' teachings. You were born of water from your mother's womb and born of the spirit through repentance.

	John 3:5 Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

	Some people try to portray "born of water" as being baptized with water. That's not what it means at all. Jesus does not say "baptized with water", as He often refers to being "baptized with the Holy Ghost". He literally means first being born from your mother's womb and starting a new physical life, then being spiritually born of the Holy Spirit through repentance and starting your spiritual life.

	"Baptized with the Holy Ghost" and "born . . . of the Spirit" mean the same thing, so it's understandable how people get "born of water" confused with "baptized with water". The first "birth" is your physical birth: when your mother's "water breaks" and you emerge from her womb, which is clear from Nicodemus' question in John 3:4. Then when you repent, you are "born again", this time "of the Spirit".

	You can see that when Jesus first introduces the idea of two births in John 3:3, it has nothing to do with baptism. In fact, baptism is never mentioned. In verse 5 He is clearly referring to physical birth ("born of water") as the first birth and being "born . . . of the Spirit" as the second birth. Reading verse 5 alone, without reference to verses 3 and 4, is where the confusion comes in, causing some people and even "churches" to equate water baptism with salvation.

	

	Living Water

	John 4:7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus said unto her, Give me to drink. 8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

	9 Then said the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, ask drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

	10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knew the gift of God, and who it is that said to thee, Give me to drink; thou would have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

	If she "knew" (past tense), He "would have given" (past tense). Therefore, Jesus' "living water" was available then, and it is available now. You can celebrate here and now; you can partake of Christ here and now. You can drink the Living Water here and now. Just as the water you consume becomes part of your physical body, the Living Water becomes part of your spirit.

	John 4:11 The woman said unto him, Sir, thou has nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then has thou that living water?

	12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?

	13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinks of this water shall thirst again: 14 But whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

	15 The woman said unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.

	16 Jesus said unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.

	17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou has well said, I have no husband: 18 For thou has had five husbands; and he whom thou now has is not thy husband: in that said thou truly.

	19 The woman said unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and you say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.

	21 Jesus said unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour comes, when you shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship you know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeks such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

	25 The woman said unto him, I know that Messias comes, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

	26 Jesus said unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

	27 And upon this came his disciples, and marveled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seek thou? or, Why talk thou with her?

	28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.

	31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat.

	32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that you know not of.

	33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat?

	34 Jesus said unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 35 Say not you, There are yet four months, and then comes harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 36 And he that reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit unto life eternal: that both he that sows and he that reaps may rejoice together. 37 And herein is that saying true, One sows, and another reaps. 38 I sent you to reap that whereon you bestowed no labor: other men labored, and you are entered into their labors.

	Matthew 7:13 Enter you in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it.

	The only way to salvation and eternal life, Oneness with God, is through the "strait gate", Jesus Christ.

	The Kingdom of Heaven has a high wall. You can't go around it; you can't go over it; and you can't go through it, except one way. There's one gate, and that is Jesus. You live outside the walls. That's your flesh life. Just wanting to go inside isn’t enough, and you can never find the way by yourself. To make it easier for you, Jesus came outside the wall into the flesh world in order to take you to the gate. If you choose to follow Him, He will take you through the gate into the world of wonder. In fact, He is the gate.

	John 12:46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believes on me should not abide in darkness.

	The world outside the wall is a world of darkness. People can't see where they're going. They can't see where to go. Jesus came outside the walls, and He brought the light into the darkness. If we follow the light, He'll take us back through the gate into the world of light, into Oneness.

	

	

	Come unto me

	Matthew 9:10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.

	11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eats your Master with publicans and sinners?

	12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 13 But go you and learn what that means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

	How important is repentance? Making a decision to follow Jesus and obey the Father, which is repentance, or not making that decision, is the most important thing that you will ever do in your life. That is the sole reason you exist.

	Luke 10:13 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

	Luke 11:32 The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.

	Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou has hid these things from the wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto babes. 26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knows the Son, but the Father; neither knows any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 28 Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

	

	Except you repent

	Luke 13:1 There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.

	2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose you that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, Nay: but, except you repent, you shall all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think you that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, Nay: but, except you repent, you shall all likewise perish.

	6 He spoke also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbers it the ground? 8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shall cut it down.

	Luke 15:4 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 5 And when he hath found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. 7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repents, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

	8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she calls her friends and her neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost. 10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repents.

	

	Prodigal son

	Luke 15:11 A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound. 28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreated him. 29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which has devoured thy living with harlots, thou has killed for him the fatted calf. 31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

	Jesus didn't name this parable "The Prodigal Son". Others gave it that name. The parable is as much about "The Loving Father" as it is about the prodigal son.

	The father had provided a good life for himself and his sons. As long as they were all together, everyone had everything they ever needed. However, the first son wanted to no longer depend on his father; he wanted to have his own life with his own ideas and activities. In other words, that son was tempted by the desires of his flesh, which is natural and universal. The father allowed his son to follow his flesh, just as God allows us. Later, the son found out real life is not as he had imagined. He was sorry for what he had done and returned to his father to ask forgiveness. The father forgave him and took him back, just as God does.

	The Father never changed. He didn't change when his son repented. The son had changed. Repenting is not only being sorry for what you've done wrong in the past. Repenting is changing. It's going down a different path. It's a change in your body: your behaviors. It's also a change in your spirit, your free will, and it's a change in your mind, your understanding. It is choosing to follow your understanding of God's reality instead of your imagination. It's a change in direction, having your body go different places, do different things, and be with different people.

	The first most important lesson to learn is that you are loved, that God loves you. Everything that happens is God's will, and it's all designed to bring you back to Him. He lets you do crazy things, just like the father let the prodigal son do some crazy things on his own. If he hadn't let him live his own life, the son would have always been resentful and unhappy, feeling like he was getting a raw deal. Even later, when the father had passed away, he would resent his brother and feel like he was having to share everything with him. Going off and doing his own thing was against his father's will, but his father didn't stop him. When the son realized what a fool he was and began to appreciate his father, he went back. That's what happens between people and God.

	

	The faithful son

	Matthew 21:28 But what think you? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and you believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and you, when you had seen it, repented not afterward, that you might believe him.

	

	The New Commandment

	Sometimes we think of the past in a way that could be described as "living in the past". Memories tend to be a mixture of both good and bad, and we can get obsessed with either. In the meantime, the present is slipping away. The important thing is to learn from the past, to learn that what we need to do now is to choose to obey and choose to love. That is essentially the theme of all of the teachings of Jesus: to partake of Christ by choosing to obey His New Commandment:

	John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

	Often, we simply don't know better, possibly due to our upbringing or following bad examples. We're also often controlled by fear and anxiety. That's life on Earth. But once the past is done, and once we start understanding the truth of God's love as explained in Jesus' teachings, we can start living by that. Making that change can be the hardest thing a person will ever do if they are not fully committed to Christ. Or it can be the easiest and most joyful thing they've ever done, if they are.

	The past is no longer important. It was just a learning experience. If it was God's will that we had to go through those perhaps horrible times, then that's okay, because God knows how to be God. He will never, ever do anything to harm us. Maybe you had a hard lesson straight out of the school of hard knocks. But maybe that's what it took for you to understand how important love is. If you didn't love enough in the past, then the important lesson from that is that you need to love more now and in the future. The problem is never that no one loves you or you're not loved enough; it is always that you're too stingy with your love.

	

	Present and future

	The present and the future are important because we can control them. No matter how void of love the past has been, both receiving and giving, we can love now and in the future. If we let people down in the past, if we failed to take care of our loved ones, we can do more than wallow in regret; we can do things differently starting this very moment. Many difficult, terrible, horrible things can happen as we go through life simply because we don't know what we don't know. But once we develop understanding or receive inspiration, we can choose to change and repent. It's not too late, but it soon will be.

	

	The Pharisee and the publican

	Luke 18:9 And he spoke this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

	10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalts himself shall be abased; and he that humbles himself shall be exalted.

	Mark 6:12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent.

	

	Little children

	Matthew 18:3 Except you be converted, and become as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receives me. 6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.

	Matthew 19:13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them.

	Matthew 21:15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased,

	16 And Jesus said unto them, yea; have you never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou has perfected praise?

	Luke 18:16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.

	“Suffer” merely means to "allow". Jesus is effectively saying, "Allow little children to come unto me."

	Babies and young children are two things: they are dependent, and they are trusting. They depend on others completely. They're not suspicious. They have total dependence and blind trust. That's exactly what Christ-centered Christians have toward the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Complete dependence means that your existence is in their hands. Complete trust means that whatever they do is right. Whatever they do is not harmful. Whatever they do is for your benefit. God has only one motive: He loves you.

	Humans go through a developmental process into adulthood, whereby we lose what's known as "innocence". We become dependent on ourselves and, in large part, dependent on our imagination. As we age, we learn to trust others less and less. We think that we know better than God, and that's the way of sin. Re-developing that dependence and trust, focused rightfully on God and God alone, is what Jesus meant when he said you must become "as a little child".

	

	Whole duty of man

	Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

	Just as the meaning of the word “suffer” has evolved and taken on a negative connotation from merely “allowing something” to “experiencing pain”, so also the word “awful” has also evolved in a negative way from “full of awe” to something “terrible”. Today, words like “terrible” and “awful” are considered synonyms, but in fact, originally they were not. Something terrible evoked a sense of terror. Something awful evoked a sense of awe. God is awe-ful. We fear God because he is awful, not because he is terrible. 

	Physical fear means avoiding something because it is terrible. It is dangerous, destructive, and deadly. Spiritual fear incites a sense of awe, respect, admiration, and majesty. That’s what “fear of God” is. If we were “terrified” of God, then we would avoid God, get as far away as we could. Since the fear we have toward God is awe, we want Him on our side. A wise person eventually realizes that this awe-ful, wonderful Creator of all things created happiness, and He created the path to happiness, which is the purpose of His commandments. Everyone has to make a life decision based on how they view God. If you go with the natural impulse, then you see Him as terribly destructive to your flesh life. But if you look at Him with spiritual eyes, you see Him with a sense of awe, and you choose to be part of His Kingdom. 

	It's often said that Jesus never sinned. A more accurate way of describing it is that Jesus always obeyed. He was always able to obey the Father, whereas everybody else was born with Original Sin and then sinned as part of their physical nature. However, there was a seismic shift in man's relationship with God when Jesus, as a human being, fully obeyed the Father.

	Before Jesus, other people obeyed at times; some even repented and became completely faithful before they died, but no one else was ever able to completely obey through their lifetime. Everyone before Jesus at some point did something against God's commandments and sinned naturally. Perhaps later they repented and even went on to a lifetime of obedience at some point, but they also at some point sinned before that. Jesus is the first person to fulfill the "whole duty of man". Because of Him, we can, too, through repentance.

	

	Repent before it's too late

	Luke 16:14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

	15 And he said unto them, You are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knows your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presses into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.

	18 Whosoever puts away his wife, and marries another, commits adultery: and whosoever marries her that is put away from her husband commits adultery.

	19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou would send him to my father’s house: 28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29 Abraham said unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

	

	Tree of Life

	Genesis 2:9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

	In Genesis, the Tree of Life (which is Christ) is listed before the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. It wasn't like, "Well, man sinned, so okay now what do we do?" No, the solution was there before the problem. Remember, before they ate of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, Adam and Eve had perfect DNA. They would never have physically died. They could have lived in the Garden of Eden forever unless they ate of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. But they did eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and brought about physical death for themselves and all of their descendants. By God/Christ becoming human/Jesus, human beings thereby have an opportunity for Oneness with God through Jesus Christ.

	

	Re-pent

	When people live in a place where they didn't grow up, they often want to go back where they came from, visit, and renew their memories, especially happy memories. People also often want to visit the place where their ancestors came from, a place that somehow might hold a mystical charm for them. Maybe parents or others have shared memories. The place that our first ancestors originally came from is the Garden of Eden. That's where we need to go back to, specifically to eat of the Tree of Life and partake of Christ.

	When God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, they went into an evil realm, a good Earth but a world full of evil. There are temptations everywhere. God has allowed evil spirits to provide temptation non-stop. But Jesus leads us through that temptation, like leading us through a minefield, and He leads us back to the Garden of Eden, wherein is the Tree of Life.

	Genesis 3:22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever.

	23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

	After Adam and Eve sinned, they were driven out of the Garden, but the Tree of Life was still there. There was still the possibility of people eating of the Tree of Life by repenting, but no one was allowed to come near it. Even though throughout history, people sinned and then repented, the gift of salvation wasn't available until Jesus bestowed it through His life and death.

	God placed Cherubims and a flaming sword before the Tree of Life to keep everyone away. The Cherubims and the flaming sword were removed from the Tree of Life the moment Jesus died, so anyone could thereafter at any time “take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever”.

	We can repent and go back to the place where Adam and Eve were originally "pent up", the Garden of Eden. The Lord sent them out from there, but now the human race can "re-pent". You can go back now and partake of Christ. As soon as a wedding is consummated, the wedding feast begins. As a Christian, having chosen of your own free will to follow and obey Jesus Christ, you are in the Wedding Feast of the Lamb.

	

	Wedding Feast of the Lamb

	Luke 23:43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, today shall thou be with me in paradise.

	Jesus is right now leading us out of the evil world back to the Garden of Eden, "paradise", to the Tree of Life and the Living Water, where we can partake of Christ and live. This is the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. It is taking place right now here on Earth. We don't have to die to follow Jesus. We don't have to die to repent, to return to the Garden of Eden, Paradise. We don't have to die to partake of the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. We are in the Wedding Feast of the Lamb right now. The Wedding Feast started the moment that Jesus died. The Cherubims and flaming sword are gone. Jesus promised He would see the "good thief" in "paradise" that very day.

	Luke 24:46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

	47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

	

	Not as I will

	Matthew 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou will.

	The will that Jesus refers to as "not as I will" is not the free will. It is the survival reaction of the flesh, the instinctive impulse to survive. Jesus was able to override that human impulse with His free will and thus obey the Father's will. When we humans naturally depend on our survival instinct, "as I will", we always sin because we don't naturally have the willpower to overcome that. However, Jesus, by His death (blood) AND His life (body), gives us the Holy Spirit and the free-will ability to choose not to sin.

	John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said unto them, Receive you the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever sins you remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins you retain, they are retained.

	Jesus imparts the Holy Spirit to us when we repent, just as He imparted it to the Apostles, "Receive you the Holy Ghost." Then we, too, have the ability through our free will to override our automatic physical survival reactions and instead choose to obey the Father. Thereby fully obeying God by doing "in deed" the two things He wants us to do above all else: obey and forgive.

	Just as Jesus overrode the physical with the spiritual, we can, too. Jesus showed us that the natural human automatic survival reactions that compel us to sin, via our imagination and our flesh, are lies. Our imagination lies to us, our feelings lie to us, and our bodies lie to us. Jesus, by facing down those lies and exposing them for what they are through His life and death of obedience, gives us the ability to live in the spirit of obedience and Oneness forever.

	John 16:23 And in that day you shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24 Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name: ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be full.

	John 10:30 I and my Father are one.

	The process begins with repentance here on Earth: your joy begins here and now. What should you ask for? The answer is obvious: "Not as I will, but as thou will." When you pray for something that you desperately want or feel that you need, you could be wrong. Jesus, being God, is never wrong. You can never go wrong praying, "Thy will be done." Solomon was faced with the decision of what to ask for:

	1Kings 3:5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

	1Kings 3:7 And now, O Lord my God, thou has made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.

	1Kings 3:9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?

	10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou has asked this thing, and has not asked for thyself long life; neither has asked riches for thyself, nor has asked the life of thine enemies; but has asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou has not asked, both riches, and honor: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 14 And if thou will walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.

	Solomon only asked “that I may discern between good and bad”: wisdom.

	Asking and receiving is a three-step process. The first step is to ask simply that God's will be done. The second step is entirely God's prerogative. Whatever the Lord wants to bless you with after you ask is sufficient. The last step is gratitude. What happened between the first step and the third step is actually much more than sufficient; it's perfect and deserves profuse gratitude, praise, and thanks.

	John 15:26 At that day you shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.

	People ask for all sorts of things "in Jesus' name", like those are some sort of magic words. Asking the Father in Jesus' name doesn't mean what most people think it means when they tack on the words "we ask in Jesus' name, amen". The reason Jesus says "I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you", is because "I leave the world, and go to the Father." That is, He and the Father are One, so asking either is also asking the other.

	"Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my name" means addressing the Father by His personal name: "Jesus"; and "in that day you shall ask me nothing" means we are no longer dealing with the earthly human Jesus, but directly with the spiritual Jesus Christ, who is now One with the Father.

	That is to say that we can now pray directly to Jesus/Father/God. Instead of addressing the Father as "our Father", Jesus makes it clear that He and the Father are One, and you can address the Father as "Jesus", which is His personal name due to Jesus' Glorification. Jesus is not just a human being with the Holy Spirit as His Spirit, now He is the Father and the Holy Spirit, One. 

	The best advice that anyone could give someone else is: "Return to Jesus the Father, re-pent. Go back to the Father and be honest with Him. Tell Him exactly how you feel and what you think. Explain your experiences and your observations from the time you were created to this moment. Be 100% completely totally honest with the Father Jesus. He will hear you out, and you will have the chance to hear Him out, if you are willing. The Father is infinitely understanding, infinitely patient, infinitely forgiving, infinitely loving, infinitely kind, infinitely merciful. More than anything else, the Almighty, infinite God Jesus wants you happy with Him forever. He literally thinks about you all the time. If He ever forgot about you, you would cease to exist.

	Some “Christian” denominations promote praying to Mary or to other saints. It's only appropriate to pray to God: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, One. Anyone who has attained Oneness with God by accepting salvation through repentance is no longer an individual; they are indeed (i.e., in reality/truth) “One” with God. They don't add anything to God. God is already complete, whole, and perfect. Saints are no longer separate from God. They are in complete agreement with God. They only want what God wants. Anything they do for anyone is Jesus acting through them. Praying WITH Mary, along with other saints and angels (asking only for God's will), is good; but praying TO Mary and/or anyone else other than God alone is evil.



	




	FORGIVENESS

	

	Forgiveness – choosing to no longer be offended by the opinions or actions of another.

	

	Judge not

	Matthew 4:17 Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

	Forgiveness starts with repentance. When Jesus says, "Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand," what He is saying is that we have it within our grasp to choose to eat of the Tree of Life by accepting Jesus' gift of mercy and forgiveness. Forgiveness automatically follows repentance. When we repent, we receive and accept forgiveness. We are effectively in Paradise here and now by partaking of Christ's loving kindness, patience, forgiveness, understanding, inspiration, and encouragement, and by sharing those precious gifts with all of God's children.

	Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, forgive, if you have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

	Matthew 6:14 For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

	Luke 6:37 Judge not, and you shall not be judged: condemn not, and you shall not be condemned: forgive, and you shall be forgiven.

	We can't judge others because we never know what led to their automatic dysfunctional reactions. There could be inherited instincts from their genetics, learned reactions from their upbringing, or reactions set by their behaviors during their childhood. Many factors go into determining someone's automatic reactions.

	Someone who has dysfunctional reactions, for example, an anger response that's inappropriate, can actually learn to change that. They can change it by consistently doing something different over time, establishing a different habit. It takes a decision to do that, and then it takes consistency, patience, and being willing to endure uncomfortable feelings, such as anxiety or perhaps even real fear, in the process of changing the reaction from one of anger and belligerence to one of patience, loving kindness, and forgiveness.

	

	Mercy, not sacrifice

	Hosea 6:6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

	Matthew 9:13 But go you and learn what that means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

	Traditionally, worship consisted of sacrifice, such as "burnt offerings", even back to the time of Cain and Abel. But Jesus says, "I will have mercy, and not sacrifice." The purpose of sacrifice is to atone for wrongdoing, such as Jesus' Crucifixion atoning for our sins. The sacrifice has been offered and accepted; now all that's left is to accrue the blessings of Jesus' sacrifice. God doesn't want any more "burnt offerings". He'd rather we do as Jesus does: forgive (mercy).

	The blessings of Jesus' sacrifice are: everything. Often people are confused trying to figure out what things are blessings and what are not. Everyone experiences situations where what seems to be an undesirable turn of events leads them to something much better than they expected, either an outcome or an opportunity. The mindset you need to have is to just accept whatever God wants to lay before you in your life as a merciful blessing. It's for your good to bring you closer to Him, ultimately in Oneness.

	

	Yoke

	God will lay out the steps before you with many forks in the road. The more correct choices you make in taking the left or right fork will determine when and if you arrive at the desired destination: Oneness. He will give you many opportunities. If you make too many wrong choices that are contrary to Jesus' clear instructions and follow your flesh instead of following Jesus, then your journey will be long and it will end in disaster.

	Matthew 7:14 Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life.

	Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you.

	All you have to do is to yoke yourself with Jesus and follow His lead through the strait gate, and your journey will be successful. There will be a blessing and a curse at every fork in the road, and the choices will actually be very clear. If you see everything before you negatively and turn away from the blessings, then the results will be negative. But if you accept God's loving kindness for what it is and trust Him, then every aspect of your life will be a blessing.

	For example, you're driving a car with a friend in the passenger seat drinking a milkshake. Your friend needs to do something, so they set their milkshake up on the dashboard in front of them. You have to stop suddenly, and the milkshake falls over and spills all over the inside of your car. What will you do? Curse and get angry? Or proclaim, "Well, praise the Lord!" Then help your friend clean up the mess, cementing a loving friendship.

	Luke 6:36 Be you therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

	John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.

	

	Teaching and instruction

	There's a difference between teaching and instruction. With teaching, you give somebody a list of facts, for example, regarding history, and they can memorize those facts and then recall them when needed. With instruction, you have to show them how to do the steps, for example, regarding mathematics. They have to decide which steps are useful, then decide when and how to apply those steps. Jesus taught us, but He also instructed us.

	Jesus exemplified, by His actions in His own life, how to live a God-centered life. We need to not only learn His teachings in theory, but we also need to receive His instruction in practice. For example, Jesus says, "Love your enemies," but He also says:

	Matthew 10:14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when you depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.

	Those two statements are actually not contradictory. There's the teaching, "Love your enemies," but also the instruction to "shake off the dust of your feet". The key is that even after you shake the dust off of your feet, you still love your enemies. We have to learn Jesus' teachings, but we also need to learn when, where, and how to apply which teachings.

	This is relevant to forgiveness, because when you forgive somebody, that doesn't mean forgetting. Even though you still love them, you may need to shake the dust off your feet and stay away from them.

	It's important for you to constantly be studying Jesus' life for those nuances in how you should treat people: love them all but also be truthful with them. That is, don't let people take your kindness for weakness and try to manipulate you into doing something for their benefit against God's will.

	We must follow Jesus' commandment to love, but we also must, just as importantly, follow Jesus' example of how to love. As sheep, we follow. It's not so much being trained with words by the Teacher as it is following the Shepherd. Even if we can't comprehend everything, we must still follow.

	

	Thy sins be forgiven

	Matthew 9:2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.

	3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemes.

	4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think you evil in your hearts? 5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? 6 But that you may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then said he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.

	7 And he arose, and departed to his house.

	

	Seventy times seven

	Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

	Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?

	22 Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. 24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, which owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owes. 29 And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desired me: 33 should not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee? 34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if you from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

	Luke 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shall forgive him.

	

	Forgave most

	Luke 7:36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.

	37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

	39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spoke within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that touches him: for she is a sinner.

	40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he said, Master, say on. 41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?

	43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou has rightly judged.

	44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, See thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gave me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 45 Thou gave me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little. 48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

	Jesus knew not only from her outward actions but also from her heart that she repented. Likewise, He always knows everyone's true self.

	

	Twelve thrones

	Matthew 19:27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?

	28 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto you, That you which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And every one that has forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.

	When Jesus says, "You also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel," Judas is one of the twelve He's talking to.

	John 13:2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him.

	Matthew 27:3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.

	When Judas hanged himself, it's unclear whether he was successful or whether the rope broke and he died as a result of the fall. Clearly, the devil possessed Judas when he betrayed Jesus. Nevertheless, having repented, he would be forgiven no matter what level of culpability he had in the betrayal.

	After Jesus' Ascension into Heaven, the remaining eleven Apostles cast lots to find a replacement for Judas.

	Acts 1:24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which know the hearts of all men, show whether of these two thou has chosen,

	Acts 1:26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

	If Jesus had wanted Judas replaced, He had plenty of opportunity after the Resurrection to do that Himself or to suggest that the other Apostles do that. He never brought it up, so that wasn't something that He encouraged or approved.

	Some have taught that there is no forgiveness for suicide. That is not true. Remember, "You also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel," included Judas. God allowed Satan to possess Judas, but just until he had betrayed Jesus. Then Satan left him, and Judas repented. In his remorse and madness, he did commit suicide.

	We don't know whether Judas continued to repent and was forgiven, but Jesus' prediction regarding the twelve thrones strongly indicates that he did and was. The case of Judas is an opportunity for us not to judge anyone. If Judas didn't repent, then he condemned himself. If he repented, then he was forgiven. Consider that Jesus is using Judas as an example of repentance – forgiveness - mercy.

	

	Free will

	If everybody sins, there's no free will. But when at least one person, Jesus, chose to obey the Father perfectly all the way to death, He is One with the Father in obedience, and He gives us the ability then as human beings to obey and also be One with the Father in obedience. You can choose to accept forgiveness, choose to obey, and choose to forgive, thus ultimately also choosing Oneness with Jesus and the Father.

	John 17:21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou has sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gave me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou has sent me, and has loved them, as thou has loved me.

	Without Jesus we could never qualify to be One with the perfect God.

	

	Blasphemy

	Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever speaks a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaks against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

	John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said unto them, Receive you the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever sins you remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins you retain, they are retained.

	Having the Holy Spirit means having the ability to forgive, thus being forgiven. Therefore, "blasphemy against the Holy Ghost" means refusing to forgive, thereby refusing to be forgiven. The point is that you have been given the power to forgive or retain sins when you feel sinned against. If you forgive, you are thus forgiven; if not, not.

	

	Give forgiveness

	Luke 6:37 Judge not, and you shall not be judged: condemn not, and you shall not be condemned: forgive, and you shall be forgiven: 38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that you mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

	The phrase "Give, and it shall be given unto you" has probably been misapplied more than any other phrase in the whole Bible for illicit financial gain. Jesus is clearly talking about forgiveness, not money. If you ever hear anyone say that phrase in isolation while seeking financial donations to some "ministry", run, don't walk, away from them. Not only do they pretend not to know the meaning and purpose of Jesus' teaching, as anyone who has ever read it in context would know, but they are also blatantly seeking to profit by lying.

	Matthew 6:1 Take heed that you do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise you have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore when thou do thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

	3 But when thou do alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand does: 4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which sees in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

	The other disgusting misuse of the phrase "Give, and it shall be given unto you" is the implication, if not outright deception, that by donating money to some charlatan, God will somehow see to it that you profit financially even more than you donated. Anyone who seeks a relationship with God for what they can "profit" in money or even miracles is clearly delusional. 

	Matthew 4:7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God.

	

	Why repent?

	Some of the most common reasons why people pursue a relationship with God are misguided: to get a physical blessing, to get a financial blessing, to get into Heaven, to avoid Hell, etc. The only reason to pursue a relationship with God is because that's what He desires, because that's why He created you, that is, to fulfill His love.

	God is looking for people to put aside their individuality and acquiesce to His God-ness. He's looking for people who choose of their free will to accept Him as He is, the Supreme Being. The only reason not to worship someone or something greater than yourself is if there is no one and nothing greater than yourself. The fact is there is a Supreme Being, God, and that makes it not only appropriate but necessary to worship Him.

	Unrequited love, loving someone with all your heart and having your love rejected, is just about the most painful experience you can have. God experiences that all the time. Having your love accepted superficially by someone so they can take advantage of whatever they can get from you is even worse, but that is exactly how God feels when anyone seeks a relationship only for what they can get materially, not because they love Him.

	

	Why forgive?

	If you believe you have wronged someone, then you're in a position of asking forgiveness. It is important to ask for two reasons. First, you have put yourself in that position, so it's the responsible and respectful thing to do. Second, it is important to ask because that is an opportunity for the other person(s) to forgive. If they also pray, "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors," then they need an opportunity to forgive you.

	So if you feel that you have wronged somebody, always ask for forgiveness. If you're willing to ask for forgiveness and you're willing to accept forgiveness, then beyond that it doesn't really have anything to do with you. That's all you can do. If they offer it or don't offer it, that's between them and God. It doesn't change anything for you. It provides them with an opportunity to forgive and thus to be forgiven.

	By the same token, when somebody asks you to forgive, it's important not to discount it. Don't say, "Oh, it's nothing; don't worry about it; there's nothing to forgive." No. If they feel like they need to be forgiven, and especially if they ask to be forgiven, then by all means, it's very important to forgive them and let them know that you do forgive them. It needs to be just as important for you to give it as it is for them to ask.

	It's not only letting them know that you forgive them; it is also letting the Lord know that you consciously and voluntarily forgive those that you feel have trespassed against you. Either way, whether you feel like you've been wronged or not, it's important to forgive the other person, and if they ask for your forgiveness, to let them know that you do forgive them. It is also very important to acknowledge giving them forgiveness for their peace of mind.

	If you feel someone has wronged you, but they don't ask for forgiveness, or if they feel like they haven't done anything wrong, you still have to forgive them in your heart, but you don't have to rub it in by telling them that you forgive them.



	




	FAITHFULNESS

	

	Faith – beliefs in action. Also an abbreviation for faithfulness.

	Beliefs – concepts that you accept as true.

	Faithfulness – obeying God.

	

	If you love Me

	Matthew 11:18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. 19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.

	The "children" are the conclusion that is desired. The "wisdom" is the argument that is fashioned in order to arrive at the desired conclusion.

	For many people, religion consists of deciding what they already believe and then looking for ways to justify that. They get mired in a lifestyle that they enjoy or even a theological position in which they can get away with that lifestyle, and then they search the Bible (or try different churches) to rationalize that. They mostly find it in the epistles of Paul, not in the Gospel of Jesus. That's why Paul is quoted so often.

	That's why priests and preachers often seem to just go through the motions, saying and doing the same thing over and over without tangible results for their listeners. They're just saying what people want to hear, and that's what people want to hear because they don't want to change. They find an escape through the epistles of Paul and salvation by faith alone. They feel they don't have to truly repent. It's a lot easier to "believe" and "profess" than it is to repent and obey. They're stuck, and the preacher or priest is allowing them to stay stuck. The words are soothing to their ears because they feel it gives them an alibi for their sins, so they keep coming back, and everyone's happy.

	Jesus doesn't look at it that way:

	Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

	19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

	Matthew 7:21 Not every one that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven.

	Mark 10:17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?

	18 And Jesus said unto him, Why call thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.

	19 Thou know the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honor thy father and mother.

	John 14:15 If you love me, keep my commandments.

	John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that loves me not keeps not my sayings: and the word which you hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

	

	Faith

	Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

	6 And the Lord said, If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.

	7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? 8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shall eat and drink? 9 Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not. 10 So likewise you, when you shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.

	"Faith" is an abbreviation for "faithfulness". Faith is not belief. The devils believe, and indeed know beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Jesus died for your sins. So do devils have "faith"?

	Faith is belief in action. Faith is living out one's beliefs day by day. Saying, "I have faith," should mean, "I am faithful."

	Plants and animals are faithful to their created nature. Our created nature as humans is not the same as plants and animals. Whereas plants and animals have only a physical nature, humans also have a spiritual nature.

	Matthew 22:37 Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment.

	39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.

	40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

	God's command to us is to love God and neighbor, which is unnatural for the flesh. However, if we are faithful to our spiritual nature, we will choose of our free will to obey His command.

	Beliefs are concepts that you accept as true. Faith is belief in action. Therefore, your faith exposes your beliefs. Your beliefs do not expose your faith, because expressed beliefs can be contrary to what you do. If you don't live your expressed beliefs through faith (actions), then they are really not your beliefs. What you do is the evidence of what you actually believe. If you're not faithful to your beliefs, not only do you not have faith, you really don't even hold those beliefs. True beliefs can be revealed only through actions. You are faithful to your true beliefs. So faithfulness is the evidence of true belief, which could be far different from expressed belief.

	

	The mustard seed

	Matthew 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

	God's will is that a mustard seed becomes a mustard tree, and that is always fulfilled. God's will is that we have the free will to choose to obey. Jesus is the fulfillment of God's will that we have a choice to obey, because of His obedience from birth to death. God's desire is that we obey His commandments, but He does not force obedience upon us. It's not His will that we obey, because that would require that we must obey, as His will is always done.

	It is His will that we have the ability to choose to obey. It's His "desire" that we do obey. The commandments are an expression of God's desire. Evil is any thought or action contrary to God's desire. God's will is always done, but God's desire can be violated. His desire is a "covenant": if you do this, that is the result; if not, a different result. If we fulfill our part, we receive eternal life in Oneness; if not, we don't.

	Everything in physical creation is faithful to its creation, except for human beings. A rock will always be a rock. Chemical processes are never violated; they are always faithful to the laws of nature. Living organisms, such as vegetables, insects, animals, and so forth, are exactly what they're created to be. They can be nothing else. A mustard seed will always produce a mustard tree.

	Human beings are created with a physical nature, and they must obey that nature, too, up to a point. Their chemistry and biology must obey the physical laws of nature. However, they are also created with a spiritual nature, which they can choose to follow, contrary to their physical nature. They can live an animal existence, or they can choose with their spiritual free will to do something different.

	Jesus means that if a person is as faithful to their spiritual nature as a mustard seed is to its physical nature, they will become the spiritual being they were created to be. Human beings are ultimately created to be One with God spiritually. That's the purpose of their creation. But on the path to getting there, they have to break away from the physical nature that they're also created with, the nature that takes place without any kind of choices or free will. God's desire and purpose in creating human beings is for them to utilize their free will to choose Oneness with Him.

	God set everything in motion, and He knows how the story goes. He created our physical needs, but He has also put a spiritual desire in us. When we follow our imagination instead of following His wisdom and commands, we fail. Then comes the real plot of the story: will we choose to repent and return to our Father, or will we live and die like animals? What happened up to that point has been God's will. If we continue on the path of destruction, we are just continuing to carry on to the inevitable ending. However, God's will is for us to have the ability to choose to repent. If we do, God's will is done; if we don't, God's will continues to be done.

	If you could look at the universe from outside and observe the planet Earth within the universe, what you would first notice is it being so tiny and far away, just almost nothing in the great expanse of billions and billions of light-years. But that's not the way God sees it. God is the master of universes of universes. He doesn't see Earth as tiny and far away. He sees it the same way that you see it. God sees everything firsthand, with full understanding. He sees every molecule, every electron.

	Genesis 2:2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 

	When God finished creating Earth and mankind, He "rested" because that task was completed; however, He didn't stop being God. God doesn't just create planets and people; He creates other universes as well. There's never enough because God is constantly creating, and yet it is enough because God is complete and perfect. You probably find that hard to believe, if not hard to even understand. The explanation is that man is not capable of understanding God. 

	What's also hard to believe is how tiny and insignificant each of us really is, and yet, God gives each and every one of us His full attention all the time. He sees every person intimately.

	Matthew 10:30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

	God is intimately, infinitely involved in every aspect of everything, from a mustard seed to your life. You can't get God out of your life, because if you did, you would cease to exist. That's exactly what happens if we don't choose to repent. If we don't choose to obey and choose to be One with God, then we separate ourselves from God. If we separate ourselves completely, then we no longer exist, and that's Hell.

	Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

	Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

	

	Rich young man

	Matthew 19:16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?

	17 And he said unto him, Why call thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou will enter into life, keep the commandments. 18 He said unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shall do no murder, Thou shall not commit adultery, Thou shall not steal, Thou shall not bear false witness, 19 Honor thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.

	20 The young man said unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?

	21 Jesus said unto him, If thou will be perfect, go and sell that thou has, and give to the poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.

	22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

	23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

	25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

	

	My Neighbor

	Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

	26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how read thou?

	27 And he answering said, Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.

	28 And he said unto him, Thou has answered right: this do, and thou shall live.

	29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbor?

	30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spend more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 36 Which now of these three, think thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?

	37 And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

	

	Follow me

	John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.

	Clearly, it is absolutely not like Paul said: "Be you followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." Every person individually must follow Jesus directly with no one else in between. If you start trying to follow somebody else in an effort to follow Jesus, you're going to be led astray, because everybody fails except Jesus. Jesus is our Shepherd, our only Shepherd. We follow only His voice, no other. We don't follow other sheep. We don't follow a flock of Catholics or a flock of Baptists, etc., who are going their way with us tailing along behind them. We don't follow someone else who pretends to be following Jesus. Each individual member of the flock follows Jesus, so the whole flock follows Jesus.

	

	Faithful and wise

	Matthew 24:43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 44 Therefore be you also ready: for in such an hour as you think not the Son of man comes.

	45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he comes shall find so doing. 47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

	48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delays his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looks not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

	

	Blessed are they

	Luke 11:27 And it came to pass, as he spoke these things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou has sucked.

	28 But he said, yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.

	

	Way, Truth, Life

	John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And whither I go you know, and the way you know.

	5 Thomas said unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou go; and how can we know the way?

	6 Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me.

	7 If you had known me, you should have known my Father also: and from henceforth you know him, and have seen him.

	8 Philip said unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it suffices us.

	9 Jesus said unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet has thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how say thou then, Show us the Father? 10 Believe thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwells in me, he does the works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.

	12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

	13 And whatsoever you shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

	15 If you love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it sees him not, neither knows him: but you know him; for he dwells with you, and shall be in you.

	18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world sees me no more; but you see me: because I live, you shall live also.

	20 At that day you shall know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

	21 He that hath my commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves me: and he that loves me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

	22 Judas said unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou will manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

	23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that loves me not keeps not my sayings: and the word which you hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

	Faithfulness is possible because of understanding, which only comes from the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who "dwells with you, and shall be in you." If we respond to the level of understanding that we have with the same level of faithfulness, then the Holy Spirit will reward that faithfulness with more understanding. We benefit by gaining more understanding through the practice and experience of faithfulness. Increased understanding will then give us the ability to be more faithful in the face of increased challenges. So faithfulness and understanding each increase our capacity for the other.

	We are surrounded by evil spirits tempting us, which constantly gives us an opportunity to choose to obey and then an opportunity thereafter to choose to forgive. The more you understand that, the easier it becomes to obey and forgive. Your increased faithfulness will then be rewarded with even more understanding.

	John 15:9 As the Father hath loved me, so I have loved you: continue in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.

	11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

	12 This is my commandment, That you love one another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends, if you do whatsoever I command you. 15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knows not what his lord does: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

	16 You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I command you, that you love one another.

	After repenting and accepting forgiveness, you want to do better. But by yourself alone, that's impossible. The flesh is weak, and sometimes temptation is too great. You can only do it through Oneness with the Lord Jesus.

	

	Understanding

	All true inspiration and understanding comes from the Holy Spirit; however, evil spirits and other people will give false inspiration to erroneously influence understanding, sometimes intentionally, sometimes innocently. When seeking spiritual guidance or a spiritual relationship, if you look at a person, institution, or philosophy and you don't see Jesus, then you must reject that.

	When you look at anything, look for Jesus. If you see Jesus, which means love of God and love of neighbor, in the person, institution, or philosophy, then it's acceptable. If it’s absent of Jesus, and Jesus' teachings are not reflected in that person, in that institution, or in that philosophy, then you must reject that and step away from that person, institution, or philosophy. Make no mistake, institutions, even some that refer to themselves as "churches", can be possessed by evil spirits just as surely as individuals.

	Inspiration and understanding do not depend on the printed Bible. No translation of the Bible is absolutely perfect, or there wouldn’t be more than one. The truth is that understanding does not come from reading words; rather, it comes from the Holy Spirit. Before Jesus was even born, there were many people who had never seen Scripture yet had repented and were faithful to their beliefs. In turn, they were inspired by the Holy Spirit and had a level of understanding. Jesus Himself encountered such people during His time on Earth, and not all of them were Jews.

	

	Meekness

	Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls.

	What could possibly be more meek than the all-powerful, all-knowing creator of all things humbling Himself to walk the Earth as an ordinary human? That's the meekness we must emulate: being yoked to Jesus, living in Jesus, following Jesus. A yoke is a big wooden device that joins two oxen together. There's a lead ox and another ox, often a less experienced ox that isn't as used to the plow. By yoking the less experienced ox with the more experienced ox, he follows the lead of the more experienced ox and learns from him. That's what it means to be yoked to Jesus. We follow Him every step; we go where He goes; we do exactly as He does. That means we need to put aside the desires of the flesh. We need to put aside the thoughts of the heart. We need to adopt Jesus' thoughts and His ways.

	Isiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

	We need to step when and where Jesus steps, avoid what He avoids, and learn everything we can from Him. We can begin to do that through accepting His words, through prayer, and through practice. The reward is clear: "You shall find rest unto your souls." If we accept the yoke and we follow Him, then faithfulness is not difficult. If we try to do it on our own, it's impossible.

	Luke 11:33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, puts it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light. 34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness. 35 Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. 36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.

	Light (understanding) comes from the Holy Spirit, and once gifted, it must be treasured and followed.

	

	The barren fig tree

	Matthew 21:19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.

	20 And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away!

	21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If you have faith, and doubt not, you shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if you shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things, whatsoever you shall ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

	A Christ-centered Christian only asks for God's will to be done, so everything a Christ-centered Christian asks for is always done. Some people say, "God is faithful," meaning He is unchanging and consistent in all things. God always does the right thing. Whatever He does is perfect. However, what God does in doing the right thing is very likely to be inconsistent with our human nature, not something that we would come up with or even agree to as the solution to the problem at hand.

	We have to accept the fact that God is always right. It takes a decision on our part to accept that. It takes a leap of faith. "Leap of faith" means that we must make a decision to obey God, to adopt His thoughts and His ways, and then follow through and do that. A "leap" is a physical movement, putting one's beliefs into action: "faithfulness". The question is never, "Is God faithful?" The question is, "Are you willing to be faithful? Will you be fruitful?"

	

	Mammon

	The commandments offer unnatural choices. We are naturally self-centered, prideful, ambitious, and selfish. People who say you can't love anyone else until you love yourself are exactly wrong. The truth is that you can't love anyone, even yourself, until you first love God. The natural outcome of loving God is to also love your neighbor, everyone, all of God's children: angels and people. If you truly love God, then you will truly also love yourself.

	Luke 16:9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when you fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 11 If therefore you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

	Many people were born and raised as Christians, but many were not. Blessed are those people who were born into a Christian family or raised in a Christian environment, going to church, learning God's commandments, and learning about Jesus. Not everybody is so fortunate. Half of the people in the world today are all but forbidden to learn about Jesus Christ. Belief in Jesus Christ is essentially forbidden in Muslim countries, Hindu countries, communist countries, and other places where all manner of other types of religion don't promote Jesus. Christians are being persecuted and martyred this very day just for being Christians all over the world.

	The people who are raised in an evil environment, evil society, or evil religion —are they guilty of sin or are they not? That's what Jesus is talking about regarding being "faithful in the unrighteous mammon". As children, people can't choose their beliefs. They blindly accept what they are taught by their parents, teachers, and others. Someone who is born and raised in a hateful environment is likely to be faithful to that teaching, faithful to that "unrighteous mammon".

	John 16:2 The time comes, that whosoever kills you will think that he does God service.

	A few will be exposed to the truth somewhere along the way; another few will find some guidance in their conscience. God knows that given an opportunity, some of them will repent. For those who have repented, God appreciates that. Jesus is basically teaching us not to be judging other people. We must accept all people as God's children, our brothers and sisters.

	If they honestly believe in mammon, they should be faithful to mammon. Then, having been "faithful in that which is least" on Earth, God will give them an opportunity, probably in Paradise, to be "faithful also in much": that is, to Him. If they know better but follow mammon anyway, then they should plan to be with mammon in "everlasting habitations", likely in Hell.

	In any case, our responsibility in the whole matter is to plant the good seed in them, giving them the Word of God (Jesus), and then the rest of it is between God and those people. God loves faithfulness, so if they are faithful to what they do believe, even if what they believe is wrong, then the Holy Spirit will open up their understanding so that they have an opportunity to be more faithful to what is right, choosing to repent and, if given an opportunity, learn about Jesus and the great blessings they can enjoy in their lives.

	Clearly following an erroneous religious system is mammon, that is, something replacing God. However, anything that serves to distract people from God's truth is mammon. Mammon can include such things as alcohol, drugs, sex, music, etc. The list goes on. Those things are not evil in and of themselves. They're evil when they become an object of "worship", replacing God, thus violating the First Commandment. They are evil when they provide temptation to prevent us from obeying.

	

	Right things for the right reasons

	Luke 19:37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 38 Saying, Blessed be the King that comes in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.

	It's simply an unavoidable fact that sometimes people do wrong things for the right reasons and just as often do right things for the wrong reasons. The right thing for the right reason is to praise and worship the Lord God Jesus because He is God and deserves all praise and worship.

	Although there are many forms of worship and any of them can be sincere, not all are appropriate. They're doing the right thing, praising and worshiping God, but the only right reason for doing it is because God is God.

	When someone is doing the wrong thing for the wrong reason, that's sin. For example, someone tells a lie in order to steal.

	On the other hand, someone could be doing the wrong thing for the right reason, such as stealing to feed their family. God understands their thinking, and He doesn't punish that as severely.

	Jesus identified the Pharisees for doing the right things, righteous acts, for the wrong reasons, selfish reasons. He criticized them for praying in public, for instance, because they did it for financial gain or for status.

	The idea is ultimately to be doing the right thing for the right reason: praising Jesus because He is God.

	

	Baptizing

	Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

	"Baptizing them in the name of" means giving someone all possible knowledge and information about that person so they not only learn all about that person's being but, more importantly, have an intimate, personal relationship with them. It is a relationship that is the closest relationship that you can possibly have with anybody, even more than with a parent or a child or a spouse. That’s the ultimate goal in "baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost".

	It's beyond like being adopted and assuming the name of another person. It's taking on not just the name but also the personality. Being yoked to Jesus is taking on His thoughts and taking on His ways so that when people see you, they see Jesus. The result is that when you treat somebody a certain way, that's the way that Jesus would treat them as well. It's asking, “What would Jesus do?” and then doing exactly that.

	

	Oneness

	Matthew 28:20 I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

	John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

	The spirit gives life; "the flesh profits nothing". Jesus has overcome and defeated the flesh. As Christ-centered Christians, our spirit is stronger than the flesh because we have Jesus’ Holy Spirit as our spirit. Christ-centered Christianity means becoming even more and more One with Jesus, living in the spirit, not the flesh. Because we’re constantly being showered with inspiration, understanding, and encouragement by the Holy Spirit through the words of Jesus, we are free to make more choices to be more loving and kind, more patient and forgiving.

	Christ’s existence with the Father from infinity past is important; Jesus’ birth is important; Jesus’ life of obedience is important; Jesus' death is important; Jesus' Resurrection is important; and Jesus Christ’s Glorification is important. All of those things are parts of the whole. The whole salvation process isn't complete if any one of them is missing. Our relationship with Jesus now and in the future is also important because that's what it was ever all about. God became one of us so we could become One with Him.

	The ultimate goal of Christ’s existence as the Second Person of the Holy Trinity is for mankind to have Oneness with God. God brought about the salvation process by first loving man, then creating man, then incarnating Himself as man, then obeying even unto death, then resurrecting Himself, then glorifying His human body and divine Spirit in Oneness. He did all of that so that you would have the opportunity to also choose Oneness with Him.

	Therefore, the whole purpose of Jesus Christ’s existence is for you to be One with Him and for Him to be One with you as He is One with the Father and the Father is One with Him. Christ has existed with the Father forever as God's love for you. That love was fulfilled when Christ was incarnated as Jesus, and He, both body and Spirit, obeyed the Father completely, through life, through death, through Resurrection, through Glorification, all for the purpose of sharing God's love with you: no longer two but One.

	You might not be in agreement with God's way, and you may have to go through some dark times in the process of accepting it. The important thing is that you are never alone. Your light is Jesus within you, living His life through you, the life of faithfulness and obedience to His commandment to love. As your light shines while you go through the dark times, it not only lights your way, but it also encourages others to follow Jesus as well.

	

	Our daily bread

	Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.

	John 4:34 My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

	Our "daily bread” is also to do the will of the Father.

	Jesus laid out the will of the Father in detail:

	1. The Golden Rule, 2. The Ten Commandments, which are summarized in the Two Great Commandments, 3. His New Commandment.

	John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

	

	First love and first work

	In His letter in the Book of Revelation, Jesus warned the Ephesians:

	Revelation 2:4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou has left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works.

	Mark 12:29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

	The "first love" is to love God "with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength". Then we must fulfill that love through the "first works": loving our neighbor.

	Love God with your heart, soul, mind, and all of your strength. Your heart is your emotions, driven by the imagination (thoughts of the heart). Your soul is your free will. Your mind is your understanding. All of your strength is your body, that is, your behaviors.

	If the imagination is focused on false needs, it stimulates the emotions ("heart"); thus, the "thoughts of the heart" make you feel like you need to sin. Loving with your heart, soul, mind, and all of your strength begins by using your free will ("soul") to calm your emotions ("heart") by redirecting your thoughts from your imagination to your understanding ("mind"), realizing the only real need is to love God and then love everyone else. Then, being focused on obedience, your body ("strength") can live happily ever after.

	It all works together: heart, soul, mind, and strength make up your total being. Then your total being is in Oneness with God. Having fulfilled the First Great Commandment, loving God, which Jesus calls the "first love", you're able to fulfill the Second Great Commandment, loving your neighbor, which Jesus calls the "first works".

	

	Spirit and truth

	John 4:23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeks such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

	Everything you do in life is between you and God. Each individual has to make an individual decision to do whatever it takes to worship God. Worshiping God "in spirit" means using your understanding and free will, your spiritual nature, to choose to love God. Worshiping God "in truth" means following Jesus with your body in your everyday life. That means being yoked to Jesus and following Him not just in thought but also in deed. Appropriate behavior in that regard may be different from one individual to another. For some people it will include going to an organized religion’s building on Sunday for a service, and for others it might not.

	Remember, the spirit is made up of the understanding of the mind and free will of the soul. All you can do is go according to your own understanding and according to your free will choice as far as what is appropriate for you to worship God in spirit and truth. The determining factor in deciding your behaviors is not in deciding how to respond to the way the world treats you but how you treat others no matter how they treat you. It’s treating other people with Jesus’ love and kindness in both thoughts and actions. That's the way God set it up. He put us in the world but not of the world.

	John 15:19 If you were of the world, the world would love his own: but because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

	John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

	"I have overcome" is past tense. You don't have to wait until you die to experience God's loving kindness or to share it with others. You are free to partake of Christ in Oneness here and now. Jesus overcame the world with love and truth: love in His actions and truth in His words. We need to do the same.

	

	Children of God

	Consider two people with affection who never have a baby versus two people without affection for each other, but they have a baby. Whom does God love more? God actually loves all five people the same, infinitely. The ultimate goal is always for everybody to have affection for everybody else: love everybody else as God loves them. However, the primary purpose of marriage is to have children and raise them in a safe environment.

	We often talk about the "First Commandment", referring to the first commandment given to Moses in the Ten Commandments. But the very first commandment that God gave Adam and Eve that's mentioned in the Bible is in Genesis 1:28. Basically, it's Adam and Eve's wedding.

	Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it.

	Matthew 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.

	Yes, Jesus says that God has given men and women the power to create angels (think about THAT).

	When two people have a baby, under any circumstances, there can be another angel in Heaven. Having a baby is a very, very precious thing that God appreciates above any other human relationship. God loves babies. Every baby is a child of God. There is no such thing as a defective baby. All babies deserve to be loved as children of God, period. In the entire Bible, no one is ever condemned or even criticized in any way whatsoever for being pregnant or having a baby.

	People often do sinful things. People often do illegal things. Sometimes those things can result in someone becoming pregnant. The point is that the baby, from conception on, is innocent, always innocent, an innocent child of God who deserves to be treated with love and care, regardless of their parents. That doesn't mean that anyone should encourage, endorse, or even permit sinful or illegal activity in any way. It just means that in the course of human events, mistakes are made and things happen, but it's never the baby's fault.

	According to Jesus, someday that baby could be an angel in Heaven. That baby will have exactly the same opportunity in the eyes of God as you and every other human being to be an angel in Heaven. When you see such babies in Heaven, will they remember you as being loving and kind: Christlike?

	

	Nothing's easy

	Every parent and every school should have a goal for every child every year, and that is for them to learn one basic, simple, fundamental lesson: nothing's easy. Very simple, only two words: nothing's easy. When children start the school year, they should be warned that they're going to be confronted with things that are difficult and they might not get it right away; it's going to take some effort, but every effort will be well rewarded. They should expect to be challenged. There shouldn't be any surprises. They should learn to never give up.

	At the end of each school year, they shouldn't just have a sense of relief that it's over; they should have a sense of accomplishment because they were faced with a challenge at the start, and they met the challenge. No matter how much they learned academically, the most important lesson was the realization and the knowledge that nothing in life is going to be easy, but it is all manageable if you have the right attitude. That lesson will automatically carry over to their ability to be faithful to God's commandments.

	The other benefit of that lesson is resilience. Some people have it easy their whole life. They have a quiet home life as a child, have pleasant interactions through school, get married to a compatible mate, and then repeat with their own family. Suddenly, something unexpected, perhaps tragic, will happen, and their whole life comes crashing down. They are lost and hopeless, soon running to a doctor for some magic pill to make it all go away. Others have a hard row from the start, having to scramble and work for everything they get in life. Being challenged early in life is a blessing, not a curse.

	With resilience comes a sense of responsibility, and learning responsibility gives children freedom. Responsibility means making decisions that are not harmful for oneself or others. Responsibility does not mean conformity. For example, having to wear the same kind of clothes is conformity. Some religious organizations use a small thing like that to obtain conformity in more important areas, such as religious beliefs, punishing any questioning or objection by ostracizing them.

	Responsibility isn't only important for children, and it definitely has a place in Christ-centeredness. In Jesus' interactions with people, He always expected them to be responsible. He never accepted an excuse or made an excuse for anybody to be irresponsible. Living a life of faithfulness was their responsibility; their salvation was their responsibility. When Jesus told the adulterous woman to go and sin no more, He put that responsibility directly on her. When He told the people whom He healed to go and sin no more, He put that responsibility directly on them, no excuses.

	Responsibility is an individual thing. If a person is responsible only to a group and adhering to the dictates of that group, then they are not necessarily responsible. It's what they do when they're away from the group that is a measure of their responsibility. In general, religious organizations teach conformity, not responsibility, teaching obedience to their doctrines through compulsion, not responsible obedience to God's commandments through free will.

	

	Angels

	Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

	Unlike humans, who all sin (except Jesus), some angels never sin. However, like humans, they are created with a sin nature. Jesus says of Satan:

	John 8:44 He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

	All angels are created as liars; however, they are also created with free will from the beginning, so some choose to obey God and don't ever lie. Others follow their nature and lie from the start, justifying themselves (just as humans do) by professing that they were "created that way".

	On the other hand, all humans (except Jesus) sin, disobeying God’s commandments. When one human, Jesus, whose Spirit is the Holy Spirit, which endows Him with perfect understanding, was able to perfectly obey even unto death, He gives all people the ability to follow Him in obedience. His life (the “body”) was in complete obedience to the Father, as was His death (the “blood”). In truth, Jesus really only ever does one thing: obey the Father. If someone accepts Jesus’ death for their salvation (drink the blood), they must also accept His life of obedience (eat the body).

	Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls.

	Luke 18:8 Nevertheless when the Son of man comes, shall he find faith on the earth?

	 


THE KINGDOM

	

	The Kingdom of God

	Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent you, and believe the gospel.

	John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

	John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

	Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

	Matthew 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

	Luke 4:43 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.

	Luke 6:20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be you poor: for yours is the kingdom of God.

	Matthew 6:33 But seek you first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

	Matthew 7:21 Not every one that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven.

	Matthew 8:11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

	The "children of the kingdom" are the scribes and Pharisees, who considered themselves "children of Abraham", and thus felt they were entitled to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.

	Matthew 11:11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.

	Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him.

	Matthew 10:7 And as you go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

	

	Hidden treasure

	Matthew 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hides, and for joy thereof goes and sells all that he hath, and buys that field.

	Notice that the man did not just take the treasure. That would be stealing. Instead, he came up with the money to buy the field. Having purchased the field, he had attained ownership of the treasure honestly.

	Notice also that in order to buy the field, he sold "all that he hath", every single thing he owned. The Kingdom of Heaven, Oneness with God, is worth giving up everything in your human life. That includes giving up your health, giving up your family, and giving up all of your possessions of any kind. Oneness with God is more valuable than everything else in your life combined.

	

	Pearl of great price

	Matthew 13:45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

	47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

	51 Jesus said unto them, Have you understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which brings forth out of his treasure things new and old.

	Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

	Matthew 19:29 And every one that has forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

	Imagine that God says to you, "My will is to send a tornado one minute from now that will destroy everything in your life. All of your possessions will be destroyed. Your family and friends will all be gone forever. You're going to be dead. But you'll be One with Me forever in Heaven. Ok?"

	Would you agree? If you have to hesitate even for half a second to make that choice, then you don't understand how important it is to seek the Kingdom of God, Oneness with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	

	The greatest

	Matthew 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them,

	3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except you be converted, and become as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

	Luke 18:15 And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.

	

	At hand

	Mark 4:11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

	Mark 4:26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knows not how. 28 For the earth brings forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest is come.

	30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: 32 But when it is sown, it grows up, and becomes greater than all herbs, and shoots out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.

	Luke 9:1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

	Luke 9:11 And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and spoke unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.

	Luke 11:20 But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.

	

	Hand to the plow

	Luke 9:57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou go.

	58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

	59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

	60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

	61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.

	62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

	

	Foolish and wise

	Matthew 25:1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom comes; go you out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go you rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man comes.

	Luke 13:28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 29 And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.

	

	Within you

	Luke 17:20 The kingdom of God comes not with observation: 21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

	Saints who have passed away are with the Lord, partaking of Jesus' loving kindness, and their joy is full. We can also partake of Jesus' loving kindness, and our joy can thus be full here and now.

	We don't need to ask God to bless us and our loved ones. He has always, is always, and always will bless us and them abundantly. Rather, we need to pray, “Thank You, Lord, for blessing them, for taking care of them on Earth when I failed to do so, as well as blessing them now and forever. Also, thank You for blessing each and every one of Your children, both angels and people, everywhere, each according to their needs, including me." We often don’t realize how the events of our lives are all blessings, because the lies of the flesh tell us otherwise. 

	Christ-centered Christians appreciate that their loved ones who have passed on are with them in spirit. What do you think they think about all the time? They're thinking about you and sending you all of their love. Because you know your deceased loved ones are happy and safe, you can also be happy, and your joy can be full.

	Everything is a blessing in some way as God's will. That's the world we live in. We don't live in our world, in the world we create, because the only place we can do that is in our imagination. You have the physical body and the mental abilities that God gave you. That's good. Whatever level that is, it is good and appropriate. So we live in God's world. Everything that happens is a blessing in God's world. Our world doesn't exist. The world of our imagination is actually the world of sin because it's a flesh-centered world. Our imagination is focused on physical survival and physical comfort. The reality is that everything that we encounter in life serves to lead us to Jesus, the Christ, our Savior.

	

	Least in the Kingdom

	Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

	20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

	Mark 9:1 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.

	Luke 16:16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presses into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.

	Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.

	Matthew 18:23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.

	Luke 14:15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

	Mark 10:23 And Jesus looked round about, and said unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

	24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answered again, and said unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

	Luke 18:29 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake. 30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

	

	Laborers in the vineyard

	Matthew 20:1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which went out early in the morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. 2 And when he had agreed with the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 And said unto them; Go you also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and said unto them, Why stand you here all the day idle? 7 They say unto him, Because no man has hired us. He said unto them, Go you also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall you receive. 8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard said unto his steward, Call the laborers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 10 But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. 11 And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, 12 Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou has made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. 13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: did not thou agree with me for a penny? 14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

	Matthew 21:42 Jesus said unto them, Did you never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.

	Matthew 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come.

	Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for you neither go in yourselves, neither suffer you them that are entering to go in.

	

	Parable of the talents

	Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 18 But he that had received one went and dug in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came, and reckoned with them. 20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou delivered unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou has been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou delivered unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou has been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou has not sown, and gathering where thou has not strawed: 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou has that is thine 26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knew that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 27 Thou ought therefore to have put my money to the exchanges, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30 And cast you the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

	

	Many mansions

	John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

	Luke 21:31 So likewise you, when you see these things come to pass, know you that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

	Luke 22:15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: 16 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

	Luke 22:17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: 18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.

	

	Excuses

	Don't accept excuses. For example, if there was something you could have done to help somebody in the past, but for whatever reason, you didn't. Even if you didn't know what you were doing, or it was just impractical, or whatever reason, don't make excuses. If you look back and say, "I should have," or "I wish I had known," even then don't make excuses like, "I didn't know," or "I didn't have the opportunity," or "I had no choice." Making excuses will get to be a habit —not "might" get to be a habit.

	If you make excuses about something you didn't do in the past, you'll make excuses in the future about something that you could be doing now. Later on, you'll look back at today and say, "Oh, I wish I had done that, but I just didn't know." So accept responsibility even if you weren't totally at fault before, when you could have done better, then admit that you not only could have but should have done better. “I should have done better,” means, “I can do better.” If I can do better, that means, “I will do better.” That way, in the future when you have an opportunity similar to the one you failed at before, you will do better. You won't be in the habit of making excuses again and again. Because you have free will, you always have a choice.

	A lesson from the Book of Job is that you can't take isolated events from your life and make a judgment regarding your relationship with God. Just as there is no time outside of creation because God is outside of creation, so also in a sense time doesn't matter in the events of your life. Take Job's life, for example. You can't just take the period where he was being attacked by the devil and God was allowing that and conclude that he was forever cursed. You have to take the entire relationship that he had with God from the beginning all the way to the end, including the lessons learned and the blessing at the end. Think of it as one event without time. The lessons learned and the blessing at the end are the icing on the cake, so to speak.

	Different things happen in everyone's life, including what seem at the time to be bad things that don't make any sense. Things happen that people have no control over. That includes the events of one's life that "program" them to respond a certain way to certain stimuli. Both upbringing and personal experiences set a behavior pattern, such that when they get into a situation, they respond automatically, then wonder why they couldn't act differently.

	Matthew 26:41 The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.

	Sometimes people are irresponsible or careless and have accidents. Then they feel like God punishes them for being irresponsible and doing foolish things. God is not punishing them. Being irresponsible and doing foolish things carries its own punishment. God doesn't punish you for doing stupid things and reckless behavior. You punish yourself by doing stupid things and reckless behavior. 

	

	Tried everything

	Do you sometimes feel like you've tried everything to be a good Christian, yet you still fail? Don't give up on yourself. You have not tried everything. If anything in this book has been new or interesting to you, then, obviously, you hadn't tried everything before you started reading this book. So even at this point, you haven't tried everything.

	Maybe you've been part of an organized religion. Maybe you were raised in one, but you found it to be plastic, so you tried other things. Maybe you've gotten to the point where you feel like you have tried all the different churches, and you're still searching. One thing you never want to do is believe that you've tried everything, because that means you've given up on yourself. That's something you never want to do.

	Difficult times in one's life are like a snapshot. Whereas, the whole life is a movie, which will have many twists and turns outside of that snapshot. If you consider the entire lifespan even beyond the physical life, including the spiritual life, all of it taken together is ultimately for the good. A lot of it is simply a learning process, wherein the bad times provide valuable lessons, which, if learned, result in repentance and eventually yield good times: One with the Lord forever. It's impossible to predict the future unless you're God. If you imagine what the rest of your life will be like in great detail, the one thing you can be absolutely sure of is that it won't be like that.

	

	Blessings

	Every blessing is a gift from God. Every day is your birthday. Every day is Christmas and Easter. Have you received any blessings lately? Let's ask that differently. Has your heart beat lately? Have you breathed lately? Have you eaten and digested your food lately? Even if you have some things that are considered physical disabilities, mental handicaps, or emotional disturbances, if you consider the total human being, there are probably hundreds more things that are functioning properly than those that are not. For example, if somebody is a quadriplegic, consider 100% of their physical aspects. Can they still see? Can they still hear? Can they still think? Can they still love? Next to God, we are all infinitely disabled. Yet, He loves us as His children.

	The point is that God considers the definition of a lovable, valuable human being differently than most humans do. Maybe there's one nerve that's not functioning in the whole body, and that's considered disabling. If you can find anything at all to complain about, however great or small, then you are doing well. Even someone without the awareness of problems or the ability to complain is still a lovable, valuable human being in God's eyes. There are people who cannot physically grasp this book, but they can love and deserve to be loved. There are people who are not able to mentally grasp this book, but they can love and deserve to be loved.

	Many people with what others would consider totally disabling handicaps have still accomplished a great deal. There are some things that you can't do with certain handicaps: you can't drive cars or fly airplanes if blind, for example. But there's a whole lot more that you can do, because shutting down one avenue opens up other avenues. The blind person who became a famous musician or singer might not have even been interested in music if he could see.

	If you said, "Thank You," every minute of every day for your whole life unceasingly, it wouldn't be enough to thank the Lord and all of the angels and saints for all of the blessings that they constantly send your way.

	

	Good enough

	If you want to change something like a weight problem, for example, obviously there needs to be a focus on diet and exercise. However, part of that is changing the mental with education or changing the emotional with relaxation and visualization. You have to work in harmony with the Lord. You do your part and let the Lord do His part. Then wherever you wind up is where you should be.

	Doing your part begins with having a daily, healthy, obedient routine. That starts with prayer. The Lord's Prayer is an excellent foundation. Think about the meaning and implications of every phrase. Then a few minutes of light exercise while getting out of bed can do wonders for well-being. If you ever watch a dog or cat get up from a night's sleep, you will notice that they always stretch. Healthy meals on a schedule in moderation are important, too. Going to bed (following your evening prayers) and getting up on a regular schedule with plenty of sleep is necessary for a clear mind. A fit body and a clear mind and you're ready to go.

	Your part will then be enough, and the Lord's part will be enough. He can help you get to exactly where you should be, but you've got to do your part. If your weight's not right, then you've got to control diet and exercise. If your mind's not right, then you've got to control the education. If your emotions aren't right, then you've got to control the relaxation. The Lord will do His part, but you've got to also do your part.

	Then the final result will be perfect. It may not be what you want, but it'll be what you need. Let's say, for example, you're a weightlifter, and in the process of lifting weights, you have an accident. You break your back, and thereafter, you're in a wheelchair. That is a blessing. It is an opportunity, like everything in life, for you to come closer to God. It has the purpose of making you a better person, a more loving person, and a more "accepting God's will" person.

	When you do your part, then whatever happens is what should happen. Maybe it'll be what you hoped for. Going back to being a weightlifter, let's say you want to be the best in the world, and you believe you can win the gold medal in the Olympics. That may not be the final result; it's definitely not going to be the result for everybody who has that dream. Whatever the result is for you, having done your part, that's enough, and the result is appropriate.

	As you go through life and you look back on your life, that will become more and more clear. Things just don't go your way, things happen that feel terrible, or there are even tragedies. Maybe you wanted to get into a particular school and you didn't get accepted. Maybe you wanted to be a pilot but you had bad eyesight. There are countless ways dreams can be shattered. When you're in the middle of a disaster, with broken glass and wreckage all around you, it can be pretty devastating. However, those same situations can turn out to be some of God's greatest blessings.

	Later, as you look back on that experience, you might see that it propelled you in a different direction, a direction that allowed you to learn things that you otherwise wouldn't have learned regarding the opportunity to love God and love your neighbor better. That process never ends. Events will always continue to happen, sometimes according to your wishes, sometimes contrary to your wishes. Sometimes your efforts are rewarded, and sometimes your efforts seem to be in vain. Nevertheless, the purpose of everything in your life is to make you a better person, more patient, more loving, more kind, and more forgiving. God knew from the start what it would take for you to learn how to love God and love your neighbor.

	John 14:6 Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me.

	

	Getting better

	John 4:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have them.

	Do you remember earlier we discussed someone with social phobia and agoraphobia and how that could be alleviated step by step, and the real-life story about the lady plagued by nightmares and how she was able to overcome that using relaxation and visualization, and we also talked about how you can set aside instinctive habits and automatic reactions using meditation?

	Do you also remember that meditation, or deep relaxation, allows you to dispel those subtle feelings that cause automatic responses, such as anger or avoidance?

	The idea was to bypass the “thoughts of the heart”, the subconscious imagination, and instead stay tuned into reality, both the reality around you and the reality (what you’re feeling) inside you.

	Of course, it starts with staying very relaxed, then visualizing (“believe that you receive”) living a happy life. The idea is to begin to, little by little, step by step, direct your actions in obedience to Jesus’ commandment to love.

	

	False alarms

	It’s important to realize that in the process of doing this, you can get false alarms at any time. A very important step, perhaps the most important, is how you respond to false alarms. Recognize and relax away any anxiety that you begin to feel as soon as you notice it. Stop what you're doing, breathe slowly, remind yourself of the truth: there is no danger; it's just a false alarm. It's like being on the second floor of that building when the fire alarm went off. You probably thought it was funny to imagine jumping out of the second-story window just because you heard an alarm bell. But that's essentially what you're doing if you allow yourself to be distracted and shut down every time you feel a little strange. However, that’s what most people do when they have anxiety, which is just a false alarm.

	It’s not uncommon at the start of “in vivo” (real life) exposure for people to give up easily and go home to their safe place. They're essentially jumping out of a second-story window when they hear a fire alarm. The point is: there is no real danger. Consciously relaxing and reminding yourself that your feelings are lying to you is the best way to get your mind and body back into the real world.

	

	Complications

	There’s another side-effect of finding shelter in a comfort zone and the resulting avoidance. That is a feeling of inadequacy. Not just a feeling that, “I can’t do that,” but more like, “Why can’t I do that? What’s wrong with me?” It’s ironic that the feeling of inadequacy has nothing to do with a lack of ability, but it is due to avoidance, which begins with procrastination and ends with isolation. Someone with good aptitude and ability avoids studies or athletics or social contacts, then they feel inadequate but don’t know why. It’s a vicious cycle that can easily spiral out of control. 

	Because of avoidance, a potentially very good student hasn't learned good study habits, so they don’t do well in school. Because of avoidance, a student with good physical ability doesn't participate in athletics. Because of avoidance, a friendly person doesn’t participate in social interactions, acts shy, and doesn't have any friends.

	Because other people are participating and seem to have no such feelings,a  very common but equally bad side effect of feeling inadequate and avoiding is the propensity toward jealousy. Then they start to feel envious of the people who are good students, who do participate in sports, or who seem to have a lot of friends.

	Instead of realizing that the problem could be inside of oneself, and realizing that, therefore, the solution could also be inside of oneself; it’s easier to just go on feeling inadequate, not knowing why, and feeling jealous of the good student, jealous of the athlete, jealous of the social butterfly.

	Humans always have great difficulty in admitting that they have a problem. It’s natural to project our problems onto other people: “Oh, I wouldn't want to be a good student like that; I wouldn't want to be a nerd like that. I wouldn't want to be an athlete because I wouldn't want to be full of myself like that. I wouldn't want to be popular because I couldn’t act that phony.” Rather than looking inside for the problem, it’s easier to avoid. Avoid being the good student, avoid being the athlete, avoid being sociable.

	Some people might be having a real gut-check reading this, but the experiences described here are natural and not unusual. Reading this could even be painful, to say the least, for some people. But be encouraged, because if you put into practice what we're talking about here and stay with it, then once you're over this hurdle, and you are living the life that you envisioned and hoped for, you can begin to sow, and your brothers and sisters in Christ can also reap the blessings.

	

	Jesus’ answer

	Luke 17:20 The kingdom of God comes not with observation: 21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

	Read this paragraph very carefully and  v-e-r-y  s-l-o-w-l-y, and let it sink in deep. The “kingdom of God” (the solution to the problem) can only be within you if the problem is within you. The fact that the solution is within you (“the kingdom of God is within you”) means that THE PROBLEM IS WITHIN YOU. That means that YOU CAN FIX THE PROBLEM. You have it within your power to OVERCOME ANY PROBLEM IN YOUR LIFE! Nothing and nobody outside of you needs to change one bit for you to be happy!

	The seven most underrated words in the entire Bible and all of Jesus teachings are “the kingdom of God is within you.”

	The following word may not seem to fit this discussion, but it is the key: love. You can become whatever you have the desire and the God-given ability to be. The right attitude is: “This is my deal. It's my life. I need to start taking responsibility and stop dumping everything off on God. I can't do it without God's help, but I also can't sit back and expect Him to do everything if I'm not willing to help. That's the way He set it up, and that's the way it should be. I've got to do my part. I need to help God. Thank you, Lord.”


	Look at the changes you want to make in your life as a building project, and you’ve prayed for your project to be completed. What would Jesus say? 

Luke 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sits not down first, and counts the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?


	That's exactly what you've got to do. Take it step by step until the project is completed. There will be “costs” that will require an “investment”, in time, in emotional involvement, in dealing with setbacks, in learning the appropriate techniques, while consistently moving forward with the project to completion.


	The problem is the flesh, your natural physical reactions. That’s what you have to “re-train”. It's kind of like training an animal. You can train a dog to be a seeing-eye dog or guard dog, neither is natural for them. Whichever one you choose, the process is the same. You gradually expose it to the task that you want it to perform and, you reward it for successfully doing what you're training it to do a little at a time. You can train yourself a little at a time to become comfortable performing the task that you want to be able to perform. When you train a dog, you break the task down into smaller parts and get the dog comfortable with each part before you can expect it to master the whole thing. It’s the same thing with yourself: break it down into small parts and become comfortable step by step until you're where you want to be. If you pray to God that you want to be married, then you've got to gradually become comfortable interacting with the opposite sex, gradually become comfortable talking to them, become comfortable doing various activities, become comfortable scrutinizing people and evaluating their personalities, so that prayer can be answered.

	Whatever problem you have in life, the solution to that problem is within you. Once your inner self develops a loving relationship with Jesus, you can solve any problem. In effect, what you're doing in the process of “getting better” is forgiving yourself. Forgiving yourself for being yourself. Forgiving yourself for being less than perfect. Accepting yourself for being the person you truly are. Maybe you wouldn’t be the valedictorian, but maybe you would; it doesn’t matter. Maybe you wouldn’t be the star athlete; but maybe you would; it doesn’t matter. Maybe you wouldn’t be the homecoming queen or king; but maybe you would; it doesn’t matter. 

	Being free to participate at whatever level is fulfilling for you is the goal: to participate in life at a level that is comfortable, where you're happy, where you're free to be loving and kind to other people. Free to be “Christlike”.

	Becoming a better student requires learning and practicing good study habits. Good overall health requires physical activity, which might lead to organized athletics. Being sociable just requires being yourself. That can include talking to people, befriending people, just learning through practice what it's like to interact with others.

	The word “student” used herein does not mean “school-age” or refer to age at all. We're all students of life, every day of our lives. We don’t stop being students of life until the moment we die. We never lose the need to learn more, much more. We never stop needing to maintain good physical condition. We never stop needing to be sociable; the need for human contact is lifelong. 60 and 70 year-olds need this information just as much as 16 and 17 year-olds.

	

	Reach out

	When you see somebody else struggling the way that you’ve struggled with the very things that we've been talking about here, then you can gently and gradually reach out because, remember, they're being isolated by anxiety, false fear, too. (They’re afraid.) So, it's important to be very gentle. Let them understand that you're not a threat in any way, and Jesus is not a threat in any way.

	Maybe in their heart they're reaching; they want to do better. They want the Lord, and they feel that they have tried with all their might, but they just can't get there. They don't know what you know. All they need is somebody like you just to lift a finger toward them to help.
Maybe you don't feel that you have the strength ---and you don't; but Jesus does. Jesus in you gives you the strength.
John 17:23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou has sent me, and has loved them, as thou has loved me.

Jesus IS your strength.
	The important relationship to help them establish is not with you; it's with the Lord. You may be there for them for the foreseeable future. You may even be somebody that they fall in love with, but even that could still be temporary. Jesus will be there always.

	You might be thinking, “Oh I can never do that. Getting myself to where I want to be would be an unbelievable miracle, and then helping somebody else?”

	That's right. Remember, you also couldn't get to the second floor of a two-story house without a stairway. Just think of one little step. Nothing else. Just think of that first little step and concentrate on doing only that. Do that in your visualizations. Then gradually, comfortably, do that in real life, just that one little step. And then when you're there, and you feel like you're okay there, you can think about the next little step. All the way through, just keep saying three little words. Tell yourself, remind yourself constantly: "Depend the Lord."

	. . . Depend the Lord . . . Depend the Lord . . . Depend the Lord . . .



Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

	
  
    Unknown
    

    

    
  
  




	MIRACLES

	

	Miracle – a disruption of the natural order causing an outcome different from the natural order.

	

	Water to wine

	John 2:7 Jesus said unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.

	9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 10 And said unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou has kept the good wine until now.

	The wine stewards obeyed Jesus' commands and filled the stone pots with water; and as a result of that, the water was turned into wine. We are the stone pots. The water represents the flesh; the wine represents the spirit. The flesh nature was originally put into the body. By choosing with our free will to obey Jesus, we are changed from living in the flesh to living in the spirit. Thereafter, our spirit is poured out as seen in our outward behavior.

	

	Nobleman's son

	John 4:46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.

	48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except you see signs and wonders, you will not believe.

	49 The nobleman said unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die.

	50 Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy son lives. And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.

	51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son lives. 52 Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. 53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son lives: and himself believed, and his whole house.

	

	The unclean spirit

	Luke 4:33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

	35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.

	

	Simon's mother in law

	Mark 1:29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her.

	31 And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them.

	

	Jesus heals a leper

	Mark 1:40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou will, thou canst make me clean.

	41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and said unto him, I will; be thou clean.

	42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.

	43 And he straightly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; 44 And said unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

	

	Sick of the palsy

	Mark 2:3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. 4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

	5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.

	6 But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemes? who can forgive sins but God only?

	8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason you these things in your hearts? 9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 10 But that you may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he said to the sick of the palsy,) 11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.

	12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.

	

	Jesus heals a paralytic

	John 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

	6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he said unto him, Will thou be made whole?

	7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steps down before me.

	8 Jesus said unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

	9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.

	11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place.

	14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.

	15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole.

	

	Withered hand

	Luke 6:6 And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand was withered. 7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath day; that they might find an accusation against him.

	8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose and stood forth.

	9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?

	10 And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored whole as the other.

	

	Healed many

	Mark 3:7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judaea. 8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him.

	9 And he spoke to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him. 10 For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.

	12 And he straightly charged them that they should not make him known.

	

	The centurion’s servant

	Luke 7:2 And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. 3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant.

	4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this: 5 For he loves our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.

	6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou should enter under my roof: 7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it.

	9 When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

	10 And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick.

	

	The widow’s son

	Luke 7:11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people. 12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.

	13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.

	15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

	

	Healing blind men

	Matthew 9:27 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, have mercy on us.

	28 And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus said unto them, Believe you that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. 30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straightly charged them, saying, See that no man know it.

	

	Healing a dumb man

	Matthew 9:32 As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.

	33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spoke: and the multitudes marveled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.

	34 But the Pharisees said, He casts out devils through the prince of the devils.

	35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

	

	Messengers from John

	Matthew 11:2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?

	4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and show John again those things which you do hear and see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

	7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went you out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 8 But what went you out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 But what went you out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. 10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14 And if you will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come. 15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, 17 And saying, We have piped unto you, and you have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and you have not lamented.

	The "children sitting in the markets" are slaves to their emotions, so they expect the world to worship their emotions as well. When they feel happy ("piped"), they expect everyone to "dance"; when they are sad ("mourned"), they expect everyone to "lament".

	

	Casting out devils

	Luke 8:27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and wore no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.

	29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he broke the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.)

	30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him.

	31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 32 And there was there a herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them.

	33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.

	34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

	36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed. 37 Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again.

	38 Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 Return to thine own house, and show how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him.

	

	Woman healed and Jairus’ daughter raised

	Mark 5:22 And, behold, there came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lies at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

	24 And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.

	25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing better, but rather grew worse, 27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. 28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.

	30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

	31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou see the multitude thronging thee, and say thou, Who touched me?

	32 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.

	34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

	35 While he yet spoke, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why trouble thou the Master any further?

	36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he said unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.

	37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. 38 And he came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.

	39 And when he was come in, he said unto them, Why make you this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleeps.

	40 And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he took the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entered in where the damsel was lying. 41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.

	42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.

	

	Blind and dumb

	Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spoke and saw.

	

	Feeding the five thousand

	Mark 6:31 And he said unto them, Come you yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him.

	34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.

	35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed: 36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.

	37 He answered and said unto them, Give you them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?

	38 He said unto them, How many loaves have you? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes.

	39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass. 40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.

	41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them all. 42 And they did all eat, and were filled.

	43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men.

	

	Healing multitudes

	Matthew 15:29 And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there.

	30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them: 31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.

	

	Walking on water

	Matthew 14:22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

	24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

	26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

	27 But straightway Jesus spoke unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

	28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

	29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

	31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore did thou doubt?

	

	Syrophenician woman's daughter

	Mark 7:25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

	27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.

	28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.

	29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.

	30 And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed.

	

	Deaf and dumb

	Mark 7:32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him.

	33 And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened.

	35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plain.

	

	Feeding four thousand

	Matthew 15:32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.

	33 And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude? 34 And Jesus said unto them, How many loaves have you? And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes.

	35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. 36 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 37 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full.

	38 And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children.

	

	Another blind man

	Mark 8:22 And he comes to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him.

	23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.

	24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.

	25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.

	26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.

	

	If thou can believe

	Mark 9:14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them. 15 And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him.

	16 And he asked the scribes, What question you with them?

	17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 18 And wheresoever he takes him, he tears him: and he foams, and gnashes with his teeth, and pines away: and I spoke to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.

	19 He answered him, and said, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.

	20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.

	21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. 22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou can do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.

	23 Jesus said unto him, If thou can believe, all things are possible to him that believes.

	24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

	25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.

	26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.

	28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out?

	29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

	

	Tribute

	Matthew 17:24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Does not your master pay tribute?

	25 He said, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What think thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers?

	26 Peter said unto him, Of strangers. Jesus said unto him, Then are the children free. 27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast a hook, and take up the fish that first comes up; and when thou has opened his mouth, thou shall find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.

	

	Infirm woman

	Luke 13:10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.

	12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

	

	Man with dropsy

	Luke 14:1 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him. 2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had the dropsy.

	3 And Jesus answering spoke unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?

	4 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and let him go; 5 And answered them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?

	6 And they could not answer him again to these things.

	

	The ten lepers

	Luke 17:12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

	14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

	15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

	17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

	

	Blind from birth

	John 9:1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?

	3 Jesus answered, Neither has this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night comes, when no man can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

	6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

	7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

	8 The neighbors therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 9 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened?

	11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight.

	12 Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.

	13 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind.

	14 And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.

	15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keeps not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them.

	17 They say unto the blind man again, What say thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet.

	18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight. 19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who you say was born blind? how then doth he now see? 20 His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: 21 But by what means he now sees, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.

	22 These words spoke his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.

	24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

	26 Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 27 He answered them, I have told you already, and you did not hear: wherefore would you hear it again? will you also be his disciples?

	28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 29 We know that God spoke unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is.

	30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvelous thing, that you know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 31 Now we know that God hears not sinners: but if any man be a worshiper of God, and does his will, him he hears. 32 Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.

	34 Thou was altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.

	35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?

	36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?

	37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou has both seen him, and it is he that talks with thee.

	38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshiped him.

	39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

	40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also?

	41 Jesus said unto them, If you were blind, you should have no sin: but now you say, We see; therefore your sin remains.

	

	Healing another blind man

	Luke 18:35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging: 36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

	37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passed by. 38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. 39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

	40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him, 41 Saying, What will thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.

	42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

	43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

	Jesus giving the blind man sight, physical discernment, is a metaphor for Him giving us spiritual discernment and understanding.

	

	Calm the sea

	Mark 4:35 And the same day, when the even was come, he said unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.

	36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships.

	37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, care thou not that we perish?

	39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 And he said unto them, Why are you so fearful? how is it that you have no faith?

	Just as that physical storm had no power over the disciples in the boat because they called on Jesus to help them, so also spiritual storms (temptations) have no power over us when we call on Jesus to help us.

	Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would show them a sign from heaven.

	2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, you say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. 3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O you hypocrites, you can discern the face of the sky; but can you not discern the signs of the times?

	Spiritual discernment and understanding also apply to the metaphor of the weather. In predicting the weather, people read the physical signs of weather. Likewise, we can learn to read spiritual signs in order to predict the spiritual climate around us. This is extremely neglected but also extremely important. Just as Jesus did not allow the religious institutions, with their entrenched rituals and doctrines of men, to overwhelm Him, we must follow His example to discern the spiritual weather and be prepared for storms.

	Like the weather, life can seem random, disorganized, and chaotic. However, if you look at any part of creation, it can appear random, disorganized, and chaotic. Nature on Earth, including the weather, can be extremely confusing when viewed up close at the moment but extremely well organized overall. Likewise, the universe can appear disorganized with all sorts of objects randomly flying all over the place. However, ask any astronomer, and they will tell you it is extremely well organized. Space probes can accurately be sent to any object in existence because it is so well organized and predictable. So, too, with your life. There is a well-thought-out grand plan with a well-defined goal.

	

	Two blind men

	Matthew 20:30 And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. 31 And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David.

	32 And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will you that I shall do unto you?

	33 They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened. 34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed him.

	

	Raising of Lazarus

	John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou loves is sick.

	4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

	5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.

	7 Then after that said he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.

	8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goes thou thither again?

	9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbles not, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbles, because there is no light in him. 11 These things said he: and after that he said unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleeps; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

	12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spoke of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

	14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sake that I was not there, to the intent you may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

	John 11:19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

	20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.

	21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou had been here, my brother had not died. 22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou will ask of God, God will give it thee.

	23 Jesus said unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

	24 Martha said unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

	25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Believe thou this?

	27 She said unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.

	John 11:32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled. 34 And said, Where have you laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

	35 Jesus wept.

	36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?

	38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself came to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

	39 Jesus said, Take you away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, said unto him, Lord, by this time he stinks: for he hath been dead four days. 40 Jesus said unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou would believe, thou should see the glory of God?

	41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou has heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hear me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou has sent me.

	43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus said unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

	

	Restoring an ear

	Luke 22:49 When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword?

	50 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.

	51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer you thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him.

	

	Risen from the dead

	Luke 24:2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher. 3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

	4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: 5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek you the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

	

	Your miracle

	Jesus healed many different types of physical, mental, and emotional problems. He always did it in response to someone's faithfulness, either the recipient or someone who loved them: "Thy faith hath made thee whole." Then He followed that with: "Go and sin no more." Therefore, the universal prescription is to first do whatever it takes to be faithful.

	There is one more qualification that Jesus made, which is often overlooked.

	John 5:14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.

	The danger is in reverting to sin after receiving an abundant blessing, even a "miracle", that is, something you didn't think was even possible. That could be a physical disability suddenly disappearing, or it could even be a fortuitous event like finding romance or scholastic or business success. Whatever the case, turning your back on God and reviving old sinful habits could land you in a worse, and much hotter, spot.

	In dealing with physical, mental, and emotional problems, the part that is most often overlooked in asking for miracles is the spiritual problem. 

	Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

	Of what value is a physical, mental, or emotional miracle if your soul is still lost? When Jesus performed a miracle, the usual course of events was, first, somebody wanted help. That means a prayer. Sometimes it was spoken; sometimes it was just a desire in their heart. For your miracle, you also need to start with prayer.

	Then Jesus did whatever was necessary for their healing. For example, He made clay to anoint the blind man's eyes. For someone else, He cast out an evil spirit. Guess what? He's already done what is needed for your spiritual healing. If you ask (pray) to be healed, you are "healed": forgiven. Then it's up to you to go and sin no more. It's up to you to stay away from temptation, to get rid of the thoughts of the heart, and to avoid evildoers. 

	Your miracle needs to be spiritual much more than physical. Instead of focusing on physical pain, physical disability, and physical healing, what Jesus is interested in here and now is your spiritual healing. What if you're in a wheelchair, and then suddenly you can get up and walk, but you continue to sin? What good does it do if you're blind, and then suddenly you can see, but you continue to sin? Jesus did what was necessary for your spiritual healing by dying on the cross, thereby giving you the ability to live life to the fullest.
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PROPHECIES

	

	Prophecy – a pronouncement regarding events that will happen in the future.

	

	It's widely accepted that Jesus fulfilled hundreds of Old Testament prophecies. That's not what this section of this book is about. This section of this book is about the prophecies that Jesus Himself made.

	Jesus can predict the future because He sees it happening. His Spirit, Christ, is one with God. So He can see everything, past, present, and future, in the ever-present now. He can observe it happening as it happens even though it's happening in the future. 

	

	Destroy this temple

	John 2:18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign show thou unto us, seeing that thou do these things?

	19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

	20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and will thou rear it up in three days?

	21 But he spoke of the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.

	

	Son of Man

	John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abides alone: but if it die, it brings forth much fruit. 25 He that loves his life shall lose it; and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honor.

	27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.

	29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spoke to him.

	30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sake. 31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.

	33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.

	34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abides for ever: and how say thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man?

	35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walks in darkness knows not whither he goes. 36 While you have light, believe in the light, that you may be the children of light. These things spoke Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.

	

	Jesus the Christ

	Matthew 16:20 Then charged He His disciples that they should tell no man that He was Jesus the Christ.

	21 From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

	22 Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

	23 But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me: for thou savor not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

	When tempted by the devil in the desert, Jesus said almost the same thing:

	Matthew 4:10 Then said Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shall worship the Lord thy God, and him only shall thou serve.

	Peter was possessed, however briefly, just as Judas was possessed. Some people question whether Judas could be forgiven for his transgression but have no problem overlooking Peter's transgression.

	

	He shall rise again

	Matthew 17:22 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 23 And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again.

	Matthew 20:17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, 19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.

	

	Within you

	Luke 17:22 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when you shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and you shall not see it. 23 And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. 24 For as the lightning, that lightens out of the one part under heaven, shines unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day. 25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation. 26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. 31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 33 whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. 35 Two women shall shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

	37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.

	

	Blessed be the King

	Luke 19:30 Saying, Go you into the village over against you; in the which at your entering you shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring him hither. 31 And if any man ask you, Why do you loose him? thus shall you say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him.

	32 And they that were sent went their way, and found even as he had said unto them. 33 And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them, Why loose you the colt? 34 And they said, The Lord hath need of him.

	35 And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon.

	36 And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way.

	37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 38 Saying, Blessed be the King that comes in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

	39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.

	40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.

	41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,

	42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knew not the time of thy visitation.

	

	Temple destroyed

	Luke 21: 5 And as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said, 6 As for these things which you behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

	

	Luke's account of the end times

	Luke 21:7 And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass?

	8 And he said, Take heed that you be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draws near: go you not therefore after them. 9 But when you shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by.

	10 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

	12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. 13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what you shall answer: 15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

	16 And you shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. 17 And you shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 18 But there shall not a hair of your head perish. 19 In your patience possess you your souls.

	20 And when you shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. 22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people.

	24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

	25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

	27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draws nigh.

	29 And he spoke to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they now shoot forth, you see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. 31 So likewise you, when you see these things come to pass, know you that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

	34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch you therefore, and pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

	

	Mark's account of the end times

	Mark 13:1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples said unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!

	2 And Jesus answering said unto him, See thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

	3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?

	5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you: 6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 7 And when you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, be you not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet. 8 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows:

	9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues you shall be beaten: and you shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them. 10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations. 11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what you shall speak, neither do you premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak you: for it is not you that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

	12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. 13 And you shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

	14 But when you shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that reads understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains: 15 And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house: 16 And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment. 17 But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 18 And pray you that your flight be not in the winter. 19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.

	20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.

	21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not: 22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect. 23 But take you heed: behold, I have foretold you all things.

	24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.

	26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

	28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near: 29 So you in like manner, when you shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 30 Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done. 31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

	32 But of that day and that hour knows no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33 Take you heed, watch and pray: for you know not when the time is. 34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 35 Watch you therefore: for you know not when the master of the house comes, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.

	

	Matthew's account of the end times

	Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

	4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

	6 And you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that you be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

	9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and you shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

	11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

	13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

	15 When you therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso reads, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

	20 But pray you that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

	23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, I have told you before. 26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 27 For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

	29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

	30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

	32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh: 33 So likewise you, when you shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.

	34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 35 heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

	36 But of that day and hour knows no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

	38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

	40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 42 Watch therefore: for you know not what hour your Lord doth come.

	43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.

	44 Therefore be you also ready: for in such an hour as you think not the Son of man comes.

	45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he comes shall find so doing. 47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

	48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delays his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looks not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

	

	Astronomy

	Matthew 27:45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

	Jesus' prophecies foretold celestial events. There have been many types of celestial events throughout human existence. The most striking event, no doubt, would be the three-hour eclipse during the Crucifixion. It could not have been a lunar eclipse of the Sun because the Crucifixion occurred at Passover, which is always during a full moon. It's impossible to have a solar eclipse by the moon during a full moon because the moon is on the other side of the Earth from the Sun. There is no way the moon can get between the Earth and the Sun at that time.

	The most likely explanation is that some type of planetary object came between the Earth and the Sun and blocked the Sun for three hours. That could be a rogue planet, which would orbit the Sun at about a 90-degree angle to the solar plane and could pass through the solar plane between the Earth and Sun. The solar plane is the plane that the planets of our solar system are in. An adjunct to that idea is that the Sun could be part of a dual star system, its partner probably being a brown dwarf, which is not easily detected.

	Dual star systems are actually not very unusual. In that case, there could be a shared planet that sails around our Sun very infrequently, perhaps every 350 years or so. There are indications that such a planet might exist, and that planet would orbit the two solar bodies in an elliptical orbit with two focal points. The two solar bodies would orbit each other over a period of tens of thousands of years. When the shared planet traverses our solar plane inside of the Earth's orbit, it would pass down through the solar plane and then back up to rendezvous again with the brown dwarf.

	Of course, it could pass when the Earth is on the other side of its orbit, millions of miles away, causing minor, if any, perturbations on Earth. It would very rarely actually pass between the Earth and the Sun as it did during the Crucifixion. The Earth is 93 million miles from the Sun with a diameter of 8,000 miles, and the other planet might be up to ten times larger. Thus, saying the likelihood of it passing precisely between the Earth and the Sun would be "rare" is an extreme understatement.

	The shared planet could also come back in such a way as to produce the future events that Jesus prophesied, which future events are also prophesied in Revelation as the Rapture. For example, if the Earth passes through a tail of trailing debris as the rogue planet comes through the solar plane, that could account for much of what is prophesied in Revelation.

	Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

	8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;

	9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.

	10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters.

	Revelation 16:21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

	As the Earth rotates, the debris could start falling somewhere in the middle of Africa and Eurasia, moving westward. They could continue to fall to the west across the Atlantic Ocean and the Western Hemisphere, North and South America. That event would basically kill the Atlantic Ocean, which is also prophesied in Revelation. Ironically, the impacted area is predominantly Christian, perhaps explaining the Rapture.

	The areas that are not Christian would not be hit as hard. That would be the Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu areas of the world. The people in those areas would mostly survive. That would begin the seven-year Tribulation, which could actually be seven years, or it could be 700 years. Times predicted in the Bible are not always literal. It would, in any case, lead to the Second Coming.

	The idea of the Earth passing through a trail of debris is not far-fetched, considering the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.

	Genesis 19:24 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.

	This is all speculation, but not beyond the realm of possibility if the Sun's partner star is a brown dwarf and is located on a line approximately 90 degrees to the solar plane.

	Such a planet would be hard to detect, because most planets are detected when they pass in front of their star. Due to the geometry, it likely wouldn't pass in front of the brown dwarf for us to see, and even if it did, with the other star being a brown dwarf, it would be almost undetectable. Also, most earthly observations of space are horizontal (from habitable areas), not so much vertical (from the poles). It has been hypothesized that such a twin star with our Sun would have an orbital period with our Sun of approximately 22,000 years, and the shared planet would make a journey around our Sun approximately every 350 years.

	The most striking occurrence of that was at the Crucifixion, but based on other evidence, such as the history of Sodom and Gomorrah, as well as earthquakes and volcanoes on Earth, the 350-year period seems reasonable.

	

	Scheming

	Matthew 26:1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples,

	2 You know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.

	3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.”

	

	Woman anoints Jesus for burial

	Mark 14:3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she broke the box, and poured it on his head.

	4 And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her.

	6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble you her? she hath wrought a good work on me. 7 For you have the poor with you always, and whensoever you will you may do them good: but me you have not always. 8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. 9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.

	

	Smite the shepherd

	Matthew 26:20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.

	21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

	Zechariah 13:7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, said the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.

	Matthew 26:31 Then said Jesus unto them, All you shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.

	

	Sitting on the right hand of power

	Matthew 26:62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answer thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?

	63 But Jesus held his peace, And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.

	64 Jesus said unto him, Thou has said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall you see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

	

	Second Coming

	Matthew 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

	Jesus says when He returns in the Second Coming, all the world will "mourn". That is consistent with His prophecies that before and after the Rapture there will be a great falling away.

	Matthew 24: 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and you shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

	It's also consistent with the parts of the Earth not destroyed in the Rapture being predominantly non-Christian. When Jesus returns, "coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory," many that are left will be non-believers.

	James 1:22 But be you doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

	The "hearers only" and not "doers of the word" will give up in despair with the Tribulation and the Second Coming. When they realize that Jesus truly is the Son of God, they will all be very, very unhappy.

	Before Jesus, all prophecy foretold the Messiah, what might be referred to as the "First Coming". John the Baptist was the last prophet of that era. Jesus Himself, as the mouth of God, prophesied during His life and in the Book of Revelation. 

	Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

	Jesus acknowledged Moses and the prophets of the Old Testament. Jesus predicted events of His own life while alive as well as future events. All prophecies for the future are in one way or another in reference to the Second Coming. That is what Jesus prophesied in the gospels and also in Revelation. There will be no more prophecies. People can have many different opinions and conjecture, as in this book, but there will be no more prophecies.
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	Judas

	Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15 And said unto them, What will you give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where will thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?

	Luke 22:10 And he said unto them, Behold, when you are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he enters in. 11 And you shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master says unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 12 And he shall show you a large upper room furnished: there make ready.

	Matthew 26:19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover. 20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

	22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?

	23 And he answered and said, He that dips his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 24 The Son of man goes as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.

	25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou has said.

	26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink you all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.

	

	Communion

	Jesus establishes Communion as an ongoing outward sign of repentance, which entails a commitment to living the life of Jesus and accepting the forgiveness of His death. Thus, eating the bread is an outward display of an inward commitment to accepting Jesus' faithfulness in one's own body, eating His body. Drinking the wine is an outward display of an inward commitment to accepting forgiveness, drinking Jesus' blood.

	Contrary to popular teaching, Communion does not commemorate the Last Supper. Communion commemorates the life and death of Jesus. Eating the bread/flesh commemorates Jesus' life and our partaking in His life by choosing to follow Him; drinking the wine/blood commemorates His death and our choosing to accept His death for our redemption. Therefore, Communion represents our Oneness with Jesus' life (faithfulness) and death (salvation).

	Luke 22:19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

	Eating the bread has a symbolic meaning: to physically live a life like Jesus physically lived.

	John 4:34 Jesus said unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

	Our "meat" (Jesus' body) is also "to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work":

	John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

	When Jesus says, "Take, eat; this is my body," He simply means to love one another as He has loved us.

	Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

	Jesus is clearly referring to the Crucifixion when He speaks of "my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins". Our sins are "remitted", erased, by accepting His death for our salvation. What Jesus calls “remission of sins” is not just forgiveness; it’s not just a commutation of one’s sentence; it’s not just a pardon. It means our sins are erased through propitiation, as though they never happened. We are literally "washed clean" by the blood of the Lamb, and we can therefore go spotless before the Father.

	

	An example

John 13:5 After that he poured water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 6 Then came he to Simon Peter: and Peter said unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

	7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou know not now; but thou shall know hereafter.

	8 Peter said unto him, Thou shall never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou has no part with me.

	9 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.

	10 Jesus said to him, He that is washed needs not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and you are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, You are not all clean.

	12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know you what I have done to you? 13 You call me Master and Lord: and you say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 17 If you know these things, happy are you if you do them.

	18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eats bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. 19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, you may believe that I am he. 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receives whomsoever I send receives me; and he that receives me receives him that sent me.

	21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

	Luke 22:22 And truly the Son of man goes, as it was determined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!

	23 And they began to inquire among themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing. 24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.

	25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26 But you shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 27 For whether is greater, he that sits at meat, or he that serves? is not he that sits at meat? but I am among you as he that served.

	28 You are they which have continued with me in my temptations. 29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

	

	Satan entered into him

	John 13:22 Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spoke. 23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he spoke. 25 He then lying on Jesus' breast said unto him, Lord, who is it?

	26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou does, do quickly.

	28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spoke this unto him. 29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.

	30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, you cannot come; so now I say to you.

	34 A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another.

	Luke 22:35 And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked you any thing? And they said, Nothing.

	36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one. 37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end.

	38 And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he said unto them, It is enough.

	

	The Comforter

	John 14:25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world gives, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 You have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If you loved me, you would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, you might believe. 30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world comes, and hath nothing in me. 31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.

	

	The true vine

	John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that bears not fruit he takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now you are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can you, except you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches: He that abides in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without me you can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; so shall you be my disciples.

	

	Not of the world

	John 15:18 If the world hate you, you know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love his own: but because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin. 23 He that hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this came to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceeds from the Father, he shall testify of me: 27 And you also shall bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

	John 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that you should not be offended. 2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time comes, that whosoever kills you will think that he does God service. 3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.

	4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asks me, Whither go thou? 6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and you see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you.

	16 A little while, and you shall not see me: and again, a little while, and you shall see me, because I go to the Father.

	17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he said unto us, A little while, and you shall not see me: and again, a little while, and you shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father?

	18 They said therefore, What is this that he said, A little while? we cannot tell what he said.

	19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do you inquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and you shall not see me: and again, a little while, and you shall see me? 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That you shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and you shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. 22 And you now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man takes from you. 23 And in that day you shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24 Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name: ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be full.

	25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time comes, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall show you plainly of the Father. 26 At that day you shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.

	29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speak thou plainly, and speak no proverb. 30 Now are we sure that thou knows all things, and need not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou came forth from God.

	31 Jesus answered them, Do you now believe? 32 Behold, the hour comes, yea, is now come, that you shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

	John 17:1 These words spoke Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As thou has given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou has given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gave me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gave me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gave them me; and they have kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou has given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gave me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou has given me; for they are thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou has given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gave me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou should take them out of the world, but that thou should keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou has sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou has sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gave me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou has sent me, and has loved them, as thou has loved me. 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou has given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou has given me: for thou loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou has sent me. 26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou has loved me may be in them, and I in them.

	Matthew 26:30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

	31 Then said Jesus unto them, All you shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.
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CRUCIFIXION

	

	Gethsemane

	Matthew 26:36 Then came Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and said unto the disciples, Sit you here, while I go and pray yonder.

	37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.

	38 Then said he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry you here, and watch with me.

	Luke 22:40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that you enter not into temptation.

	Matthew 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou will.

	40 And he came unto the disciples, and found them asleep, and said unto Peter, What, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, that you enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

	42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.

	43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. 44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

	45 Then came he to his disciples, and said unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.

	

	The betrayal

	Mark 14:43 And immediately, while he yet spoke, came Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.

	44 And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him away safely. 45 And as soon as he was come, he went straightway to him, and said, Master, master; and kissed him. 46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him.

	Luke 22:48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betray thou the Son of man with a kiss?

	John 18:4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek you?

	5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus said unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

	7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek you? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore you seek me, let these go their way: 9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spoke, Of them which thou gave me have I lost none.

	Luke 22:49 When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword?

	John 18:10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.

	11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?

	Luke 22: 51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer you thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him.

	Matthew 26:52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 53 Think thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?

	55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are you come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and you laid no hold on me. 56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.

	

	Peter's denial

	Mark 14:27 And Jesus said unto them, All you shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. 28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee.

	29 But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I.

	30 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shall deny me thrice.

	31 But he spoke the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all.

	Mark 14:66 And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there came one of the maids of the high priest: 67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, And thou also was with Jesus of Nazareth. 68 But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou say, And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew.

	69 And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of them. 70 And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agrees thereto. 71 But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom you speak.

	72 And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shall deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

	Peter is an example of what happens to us when we get overridden by anxiety, irrational fear. We react out of control, and then we regret our reactions. It's important at that point to repent. Quite often, after they repent, people fall back into their old behaviors, and then they have to repent again. Perhaps you've done things that seemed like you were out of control, and then you asked yourself, "Why do I keep doing that?" Peter couldn't believe what he had done either, and so he wept. 

	Panic is an immediate and extreme, uncontrollable reaction to fear or anxiety, which may or may not be justified by the circumstances. It is usually applied to an overboard reaction; however, a reaction being judged as appropriate or overboard is very subjective. You're driving your car, and another car pulls out in front of you, so you instantly slam on the brakes. That would probably not be labeled "panic". On the other hand, you hear a fire alarm, so you jump out of a second-story window. That would likely be considered an overreaction, "panic". 

	Matthew 16:23 But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me: for thou savor not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

	That was in response to Peter disputing Jesus when He said He was going to be put to death. The Gospels don't record how Peter reacted when Jesus addressed him as “Satan”. Based on his reaction to denying Jesus later, it’s clear that he must have been mortified. Nevertheless, after Jesus had called him “Satan”, he later went on to dispute Jesus again: "I will not deny thee in any wise."

	In other words, he didn't make a significant change. Had he learned from the earlier experience, his response to whatever Jesus says should have been agreement. After Jesus called him “Satan”, he needed to repent, not just feel bad about what he had done.

	Repenting is changing. Repentance is not a one-time thing, feeling sorry. It's changing behaviors, and that starts with a change in thinking. When Jesus said He was going to die, Peter contradicted Him. If he had repented properly after that, then he would do whatever it took to change his reaction so that he wouldn't contradict Him again. When Jesus said "thou shall deny me", he would at best stay silent. But he didn't do that. He gave into his fear again, contradicting Jesus. He panicked. In the courtyard he was overcome by fear again. He panicked again and denied knowing Jesus.

	The point here is not to pick on Peter. It is to demonstrate how important repenting and CHANGING is, because our reactions are so often automatic, instantaneous, and wrong.

	Everyone needs to realize that repentance must be ongoing. When we repent, even though we made a decision to not do that again, it doesn't just happen. Being human beings, we tend to react automatically and without thinking. The solution is to go into a meditation session and change that reaction. We all need to do that repeatedly throughout our lives. It gets easier with practice as time goes on. As you get control of the fear or anxiety, and the need to panic dies off in your imagination, you'll become more in sync with reality, and you can make appropriate decisions and responses in times of stress.

	Remember, in meditating you relax very deeply, then you recall that situation in your mind and change it in your creative imagination. After Peter disputed Jesus the first time (when Jesus called him “Satan”) he could have gone into his creative imagination and recalled the situation, but instead of saying "this shall not be unto thee", he would say, "Thy will be done." Then the next time he got into a stressful situation, like when Jesus says everyone will abandon Him, he'll be able to stay relaxed and do the right thing. Then later in the courtyard, when people are calling attention to him, he wouldn't be likely to panic.

	Repentance is not just a desire to do better. We have to follow that up with action by changing our automatic reactions so we break the cycle of sinning, repenting, then sinning again.

	

	Jesus before the Sanhedrin

	Matthew 26:59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; 60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, 61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.

	62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answer thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? 63 But Jesus held his peace, And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.

	64 Jesus said unto him, Thou has said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall you see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

	John 18:20 Jesus answered him, I spoke openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 21 Why ask thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.

	22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answer thou the high priest so?

	23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smite thou me?

	

	Jesus before Pilate

	Matthew 27:1 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:

	2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.

	Matthew 27:11 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.

	12 And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.

	13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hear thou not how many things they witness against thee?

	14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marveled greatly.

	John 18:34 Jesus answered him, Say thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?

	35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what has thou done?

	36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

	37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou say that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.

	John19:1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.

	4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and said unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that you may know that I find no fault in him.

	5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate said unto them, Behold the man!

	6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate said unto them, Take you him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.

	7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.

	8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 9 And went again into the judgment hall, and said unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.

	10 Then said Pilate unto him, Speak thou not unto me? know thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?

	11 Jesus answered, Thou could have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.

	Luke 23:6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. 7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.

	8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.

	9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.

	

	The Crucifixion

	Luke 23:27 And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him.

	28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?

	32 And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. 33 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

	34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

	Exodus 12:5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: you shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:

	Exodus 12:7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

	Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord.

	13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where you are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

	The blood of the lamb placed on "the two side posts and on the upper door post" corresponds to the nails through the hands and the crown of thorns.

	

	Women at the cross

	John 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.

	26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he said unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 27 Then said he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

	It's noteworthy that Jesus addresses Mary as "Woman" and not "Mother". That's because when Jesus says, "Woman, behold thy son!" He is referring to Himself as the Son of Man.

	Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shall bruise his heel.

	The Son of Man is her "seed". He is saying, "Woman, earthly woman/mankind, behold your seed suffering and dying, fulfilling the prophecy of Genesis."

	Jesus Christ's "heel" is the earthly connection of His body. "Christ" is His spiritual connection to the Holy Trinity: the Second Person of God. Jesus did "bruise thy head" by negating all of Satan's evil doings through His death.

	Since John was next to Mary, he supposed that Jesus was addressing him when he said, "Behold thy mother!" However, since Jesus is the "son" that He is referring to when He says, "Woman, behold thy son," then Jesus, Himself, is also the one that He is addressing in "Behold thy mother!"

	Jesus only has one spiritual parent, His Father, God. Jesus only has one physical parent, His mother, Mary. He has no physical father. Christ is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. Jesus Christ is the Incarnation of God, with both flesh (Jesus) and Spirit (Christ). So Christ/God addresses Jesus/man, Son of Man, in saying, "Behold, You, the seed of Eve through Thy mother, are representing the human race, which descended from Adam and Eve and was incarnated in You through Mary's seed." That's Jesus' lineage: Jesus' physical parent, who is Mary, who came from Eve, who came from Adam, who came from God. Jesus is ("Woman") Eve's seed passed down through all of Eve's daughters to ("Woman") Mary. Therefore, Christ/God declares that Jesus/man is the physical representative of the human race on the cross. He officially represents all of mankind.

	

	The good thief

	Luke 23:39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

	40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou come into thy kingdom.

	43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shall thou be with me in paradise.

	

	The death of Jesus

	Matthew 27:45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

	46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?

	John 19:28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, said, I thirst.

	29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.

	30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

	Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

	Matthew 27:50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.

	In Solomon's (First) Temple, the Ark of the Covenant, which kept the tablets of Moses engraved with the Ten Commandments, was in an area of the temple known as the Holy of Holies, separated from the outside by the "veil of the temple". When the Israelites were conquered by the Babylonians, the First Temple was completely destroyed, and the Ark of the Covenant disappeared.

	In Revelation John says he saw the Ark of the Covenant in Heaven.

	Revelation 11:19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament.

	When the Second Temple was built, the Holy of Holies was included, but the Ark of the Covenant was never there. In fact, the Ark of the Covenant was no longer needed to keep the commandments, because Jesus kept God's commandments with His life and death.

	The veil was an elaborate tapestry of angels, 4 to 6 inches thick, 60 feet high, 30 feet wide, and weighing around 4,500 pounds. When Jesus died, the veil, which separated man from God, was torn in two because mankind is no longer separated from God. 

	When "the veil of the temple was rent", and blood was spilled, the marriage of Jesus and His Church was consummated. The Wedding Feast of the Lamb began.

	A marriage contract took place in the Old Testament when God gave the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel escaping from Egypt and offered them an opportunity to choose to obey.

	Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:

	6 And you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which thou shall speak unto the children of Israel.

	7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him. 8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the Lord.

	That was the marriage contract: "We will do." The marriage was consummated at the Crucifixion: the veil was rent, and blood was spilled.

	The moment Jesus dies, we (the human race) are at the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. The Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden, Paradise, is immediately available.

	Luke 23:43 Today shall thou be with me in paradise.

	Genesis 3:22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

	Genesis 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

	As soon as Jesus dies, the Cherubims and flaming sword are no longer present, and anyone can eat of the Tree of Life.

	

	Justice and Mercy

	Jesus' death is God's perfect justice combined with perfect mercy. He takes the place of those who cannot themselves earn eternal spiritual life and don't deserve eternal spiritual life, and He offers it to them as a precious gift. God fulfills both justice and mercy through the death of Jesus. 

	There is both physical death and spiritual death. We think of physical death as natural but spiritual death as punishment. We naturally have physical life, which we can lose at any time, and eventually we will. However, we don't naturally have spiritual life. We only receive spiritual life through Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. When the physical body dies physically, it's dead and gone like an animal. Without the Holy Spirit, the human spirit we're born with can extinguish just as the body can extinguish. Only God has eternal spiritual life as part of His nature. For everyone else, angels and people, it can only come through Oneness with God.

	We don't have an eternal spiritual life unless we are One with God. The angels also do not have an eternal spiritual life unless they are One with God. Spiritual death cannot be a punishment if we don't have eternal spiritual life to start with. Spiritual life is, therefore, a gift. Spiritual life is a gift of the Holy Spirit through Jesus. If we accept it through repentance, Jesus' life and Jesus' death give us eternal spiritual life. So, it's not what we lose; it's what we gain through Jesus' life and death and our repentance and faithfulness thereafter.

	Jesus Christ never deserved to die, either spiritually or physically. Being God, fully God, the Spirit of Christ is eternal. He would never die spiritually. Since all sickness and death are the result of Original Sin within the human body, and since Jesus' body is without Original Sin, He would never die physically. He took on a physical life and died a physical death as a human, fully human but having never sinned. He wasn't actually murdered. He gave up His Spirit ("gave up the ghost") when the body could no longer function if it wasn't being kept alive by the Holy Spirit.

	The mercy of Him giving us eternal spiritual life, which we could never deserve, was balanced by the justice of Him dying the physical death, which would have never happened if He didn't do it voluntarily. He took on physical death in order to give us spiritual life. Through His perfect voluntary obedience to the Father through life and death, He earned eternal spiritual life for us. It wasn't so much that He suffered physical punishment and death in our place, as it was that He gained eternal spiritual life in our place. His death was the final event in a life of faithfulness. There is nothing more that a physical body can do in the way of being obedient to God once it is dead.

	God always, from infinity past, wanted to give us eternal life, but He couldn't just do that unless we could somehow be One with His perfection, which we never could, being created. He also couldn't just give the angels eternal life. They had to earn it through faithfulness. On the other hand, we couldn't earn it through faithfulness because all people sin. But Jesus earned it for us through His faithfulness. That was God's perfect justice and perfect mercy. Jesus’ death on the cross was not a reprise from an eternal spiritual death sentence because we never had eternal spiritual life to begin with. Rather, it was itself the gift of eternal spiritual life, which we could never deserve or qualify for otherwise. Jesus took our place on the cross, not as the victim but as the victor, having through His perfect obedience in life and death defeated the one thing that had separated mankind from God ever since Adam and Eve were driven out of the Garden of Eden: sin.

	We are all, as humans, spiritually born dead. We don't have spiritual life unless we repent and enjoy the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which gives us spiritual life. Jesus' death on the cross gives us our spiritual birth by accepting our repentance and granting us forgiveness.
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RESURRECTION

	

	Matthew 27:52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

	The "saints", all people who had chosen to repent and obey God but died before the Crucifixion, were able to come out of their graves in the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. Those who had repented before Jesus' death were in a state of limbo until Jesus died. When Jesus resurrected His own body, He also resurrected them, and they joined Him in Paradise, where they would become perfected before moving on to Heaven at the Final Judgment.

	It's even better than that. Not only was the Wedding Feast of the Lamb available to them, but it is also available to everyone. It's available to you right now.

	Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

	Those saints had, through their repentance, agreed to accept Jesus' death for their salvation. After their repentance, they had followed Him in their lives through faithfulness, even though Jesus Himself had not been born yet. At the moment He died, the debt was paid; their sins were erased through propitiation, meaning their sins no longer exist, as though they had never sinned.

	

	The Sepulcher

	Matthew 27:61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulcher. 62 Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, 63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.

	Matthew 28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulcher.

	2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:

	4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.

	5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not you: for I know that you seek Jesus, which was crucified. 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

	7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goes before you into Galilee; there shall you see him: lo, I have told you.

	8 And they departed quickly from the sepulcher with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.

	9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.

	John 20:11 But Mary stood without at the sepulcher weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulcher, 12 And saw two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

	13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weep thou? She says unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

	14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

	15 Jesus said unto her, Woman, why weep thou? whom seek thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, said unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou has laid him, and I will take him away. 16 Jesus said unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and said unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17 Jesus said unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

	

	The shroud

	Luke 24:10 It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.

	12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulcher; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

	The "linen clothes" that Peter beheld was actually the burial cloth of Jesus, what today is known as the "Shroud of Turin". In 2022 the shroud was analyzed using X-ray analysis and found to have originated in the Holy Land in the first century. Blood chemistry is consistent with extreme suffering, and the wounds are consistent with the Gospels. The flax in the shroud originated in the Holy Land. In 1988 a piece taken from an area that had been patched due to being scorched in a fire was carbon-dated to around the 13th century. The shroud's herringbone weave is identical to stitching patterns in Masada. The image has no paint residue or brushstrokes. The image is actually a photographic negative with 3D features and was most likely formed by high-intensity radiation.

	

	Creation

	Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

	It's often said that God created everything from nothing, but, in truth, there was never nothing. There was always everything because God is eternal and unchanging. The greatest miracle is creation itself, from "Let there be light" to "In our image".

	"Heaven", as used in Genesis 1:1, is simply total existence, infinite yet completely within God, including what we normally refer to as "Heaven": infinity within infinity. "Earth" encompasses all material existence, including universes of universes. There is nothing beyond God. There is no beyond God. God is all, beyond infinite: no beginning, no end, not constrained by time, everywhere all the time. There is no limitation of dimensions; there are infinite dimensions, and every dimension is infinite.

	If creation were less than infinite, God would be at the end of it long ago. God creates within Himself out of infinitely small building blocks ("the waters"), whether spiritual or physical. Being infinitely small, the building blocks are infinitely far apart; but, being infinite in number, the building blocks are infinitely close together. Since there are an infinite number, there are infinite combinations from single units to any two, to any three, and so forth, to the whole of infinity. So all possibilities are in existence at the same time, unchanging, yet never repeating.

	Science is always trying to find the next smallest unit of matter or energy. They keep finding smaller and smaller particles or units, but because God's building blocks are infinitely small, science will never get to the smallest. There's no beginning and no end. Dimensions and measurements lose their significance in infinity. The universe today takes up exactly the same "space" in infinity that it occupied before the "Big Bang", which, if it happened at all, was merely an anomaly of our universe, not an anomaly of all creation. That is, no space.

	Jesus says:

	Matthew 19:26 With God all things are possible.

	Jesus could also say, "With God all possible things are."

	

	Time

	God did not create (past tense); He creates (always present tense). God is everywhere in infinity at the same time, and He is at every moment at the same time, although there is no "time", no forward or back in infinity. All time exists at the same time within God. All things at every stage of existence exist at one time within God. Everything is present tense with God. There's no time limitation for God. There's no beginning and no ending.

	Just as there is nothing outside of God, so also there is no time outside of creation. Time only exists as a human construct. We see a beginning and an end for everything. But that's strictly because of where we are within God's infinity. Time only exists for an inside observer. Time only exists for a finite being that itself exists within God's infinity. It's like a porthole that we see through, and we can't see anything other than what we see through that porthole of time. We're on one side of a wall, and infinity is on the other side. We can only peer into infinity straight ahead through our tiny porthole. We can't see to the left (past) or to the right (future).

	If we could go outside of God's infinity and observe it, we would see that it never begins and never ends. If you look through a super-powered telescope from Earth in any direction, you seem to be looking back in time. Looking through a powerful telescope reveals light that has traveled over great distances, so one appears to be "seeing the past", but they are actually seeing the light rays that are here now. Suddenly they're gone, and different light rays are striking the lens. If you could be at any other point in the universe and look in any direction, you would also seem to be looking back in time.

	All of eternity leads to this point, here and now. Time is erupting out of nothing all around us continuously. Nothing came from anywhere; everything created has always been where it is while, at the same time, distancing itself from everything else. There is no center, and there is no edge.

	God has determined within Himself, through His creations, what possibilities even exist, and He has determined and implemented all possibilities. Nothing can be that God hasn't thought of. If God thought of it, then it does exist. Existence is infinite. There's no end to it. God will never get to the end of it, but at the same time, it's all happening spontaneously, and He's aware of everything that's happening. He's controlling everything that's happening as it's happening right now, in an ever-present infinite now.

	Jesus, the physical Incarnation of God, lived within time because His body existed within infinity and so was subject to time. While His body was alive on the Earth, the Spirit of Jesus (i.e., Christ) was one with the body and subject to time. The moment He died, His Spirit was no longer subject to time. After His Resurrection (and after He spoke to Mary Magdalene), He (body/Spirit) went to the Father. Thereafter, He is One with the Father in "Glorification". Once Jesus' body was glorified, His body and Spirit became One. His body became spiritually, although still a human physical body, One with the Father and Holy Spirit, therefore no longer constrained by time.

	

	On the road

	Luke 24:13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.

	16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.

	17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that you have one to another, as you walk, and are sad?

	18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and has not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?

	19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:

	Luke 24:25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

	

	Jesus in Jerusalem

	Luke 24:33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 35 And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

	36 And as they thus spoke, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and said unto them, Peace be unto you.

	37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

	38 And he said unto them, Why are you troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as you see me have.

	40 And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet.

	41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have you here any meat?

	42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of a honeycomb. 43 And he took it, and did eat before them.

	44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spoke unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

	45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,

	46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry you in the city of Jerusalem, until you be endued with power from on high.

	

	Receive the Holy Spirit

	John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and said unto them, Peace be unto you.

	20 And when he had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

	21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said unto them, Receive you the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever sins you remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins you retain, they are retained.

	Earlier there was an exchange between Jesus and Peter:

	Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

	Notice in that conversation, everything is future tense: "I will give unto thee the keys" and "whatsoever thou shall bind . . . loose". Jesus did not give Peter anything at that time. In the later encounter, which is with all of the Apostles except Judas and Thomas, He says, "Receive you the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins you remit, they are remitted . . . retained" —all present tense. The "rock" that Jesus builds His "church" on is forgiveness, not Peter. Jesus gives the Holy Spirit and the power to forgive to all who repent and accept Him.

	Genesis 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

	Jesus "breathed on" them and said, "Receive you the Holy Ghost," thus imparting spiritual life, just as the Lord God "breathed into" Adam and gave him physical life. The Holy Spirit enters into everyone who repents. That is being born of the Holy Spirit.

	Just as we physically need oxygen continuously, so we also spiritually need the Holy Spirit continuously. All of the blood in your body is pumped through your lungs approximately once every minute. If you don't breathe for 2 minutes, you can pass out for lack of oxygen. If you don't breathe for 3 minutes, you can die. If you don't continuously breathe the Holy Spirit, you will just as surely die spiritually. The Holy Spirit is your spiritual oxygen that gives you life. You get life by being One with the Father, One with the Son, One with the Holy Spirit.

	

	Doubting Thomas

	Christ is God’s love for mankind, and Jesus is His physical body and life. Christ did not die; only the physical body of Jesus died. Christ, Who is the Spirit of God incarnate, the Holy Spirit, Who was with the Father before He created Heaven and Earth, continues to live. The Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, re-entered the body of Jesus at the Resurrection. Jesus gave up His Spirit, which is always One with the Father, on the cross. Then at the Resurrection, the Spirit was reunited with the body. So the Spirit itself never died. When Jesus says to Mary Magdalene, “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father,” He means that His physical body hadn’t been to Heaven since the Resurrection, but His Spirit (Christ/Holy Spirit) is always One with the Father. Jesus says:

	John 10:30 I and my Father are one.

	As Christ, He could also say, "I and the Holy Spirit are one."

	Before His death, Jesus had a human will to survive. He said, "O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou will." After the Glorification, He no longer has that human survival instinct separate from God's will. God's will is His will. After Glorification, Jesus Christ, the Father, and the Holy Spirit truly are One. Jesus is not just one with the Father and Holy Spirit as Christ, but also in the flesh as Jesus. The physical body of Jesus is spiritually One with the infinite Almighty God.

	Glorification is the process whereby Jesus' physical body after the Resurrection becomes One with the Father. He told Mary Magdalene not to touch Him:

	Matthew 28:17 Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father.

	Later, after being Glorified into Oneness with the Father, He interacted with Thomas:

	John 20:24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

	25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.

	26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then said he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.

	28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.

	29 Jesus said unto him, Thomas, because thou has seen me, thou has believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

	

	Glorification

	John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

	In Glorification, the Father glorifies the Son in Oneness, and the Son glorifies the Father through His Baptism of Righteousness. Being One with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Jesus' glorified body is now "in the bosom of the Father". Jesus' physical body is One with God's Spirit.

	Luke 1:26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

	28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.

	29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.

	30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou has found favor with God. 31 And, behold, thou shall conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

	34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

	35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

	The body of Jesus was conceived when the Holy Spirit impregnated Mary by fertilizing her egg ("shall come upon thee"). The Father, Christ, and the Holy Spirit are always One. Jesus (body} Christ (Spirit) was born, lived, and died. When He died, the Holy Spirit/Christ left the body. That Spirit (Christ/Holy Spirit) then went to be with the Good Thief and the other risen saints in Paradise, but the body remained in the tomb. On the third day, the spirit of Christ, which is the Holy Spirit, returned to the body, and Jesus Christ rose from the dead in the Resurrection. After Jesus spoke to Mary Magdalene ("Touch me not"), the body/Spirit, now alive as the risen (but not yet Glorified) Jesus Christ, ascended to the Father for Glorification, wherein the physical body of Jesus becomes One with the Spirit. Thereafter, we're no longer dealing with the physical earthly Jesus, but with the spiritual heavenly Jesus. Once Glorified, He descended back and met with the Apostles including Thomas ("Reach hither thy finger") and others for 40 days.

	

	Fishing

	John 21:1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise showed he himself. 2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

	3 Simon Peter said unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

	4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

	5 Then Jesus said unto them, Children, have you any meat? They answered him, No.

	6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and you shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

	John 21:9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

	10 Jesus said unto them, Bring of the fish which you have now caught.

	John 21:12 Jesus said unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

	John 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, love thou me more than these? He said unto him, Yea, Lord; thou know that I love thee. He said unto him, Feed my lambs.

	16 He said to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, love thou me? He said unto him, Yea, Lord; thou know that I love thee. He said unto him, Feed my sheep.

	17 He said unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, love thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Love thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou know all things; thou know that I love thee. Jesus said unto him, Feed my sheep.

	18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou was young, thou girded thyself, and walked whither thou would: but when thou shall be old, thou shall stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou would not.

	19 This spoke he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he said unto him, Follow me.

	20 Then Peter, turning about, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrays thee? 21 Peter seeing him said to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

	22 Jesus said unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

	When Peter asked what he should have John do, Jesus made it abundantly clear that there was to be no hierarchy in His Church. In the Book of Revelation, Jesus reiterates this in His letter to the church in Ephesus:

	Revelation 2:6 But this thou has, that thou hates the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

	and in His letter to the church in Pergamos:

	Revelation 2:15 So has thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

	The Nicolaitans believed we are no longer under the Law because Jesus has conquered all sin, which is Paul's doctrine of salvation by faith alone. That belief led to sexual immorality and depravity. They also promoted a superior hierarchical clergy exercising authority over the common people.

	The Nicolaitan doctrine of salvation by faith alone is widely promoted in Protestantism, while the Nicolaitans' hierarchy is exactly what the Catholic organization practices in its priesthood. Jesus makes clear His feelings about those doctrines: "which thing I hate".

	Jesus wants no hierarchy, no formal priesthood, and no man-made doctrines. He wants people to teach others what He taught: the Gospel of the Kingdom. He says to preach that Gospel to the whole world. He wants His followers to be immersed in and immerse others "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" in a Oneness through faithfulness. "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" could not be more clear.

	

	Before Abraham was

	In the Old Testament:

	Genesis 22:9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

	11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fears God, seeing thou has not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

	Someone called "the angel (Spirit) of the Lord (Jesus glorified)" said to Abraham, "Thou has not withheld thy son, thine only son from me."

	John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and has thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

	In the Book of Daniel:

	Daniel 3:23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

	24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spoke, and said unto his counselors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

	25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

	The resurrected, glorified Jesus Christ IS God, always, from eternity to eternity.
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	ACTS

	

	You shall be witnesses

	Matthew 28:16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.

	17 And when they saw him, they worshiped him: but some doubted.

	18 And Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

	Luke is the author of Acts.

	Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

	4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, said he, you have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

	6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, will thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

	7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

	8 But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

	9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

	10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, You men of Galilee, why stand you gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as you have seen him go into heaven.

	Jesus Christ’s physical body will remain “in Heaven”, One with the Father and Holy Spirit until the Second Coming.

	Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

	

	Angel of light

	Luke recounts Paul's report that he saw a bright light in Acts:

	Acts 9:3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven.

	Paul is also quoted regarding the light in two places in Acts:

	Acts 22:6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.

	Acts 26:13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.

	In an epistle Paul claimed to have "seen" Jesus:

	1 Corinthians 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

	Ironically, Paul himself boldly says:

	2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

	Jesus appearing to anyone in the manner Paul described is not possible.



Mark 13:21  And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not: 


Matthew 24:23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. . . 27 For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 


	

	Parable of the Sower

	Luke 8:5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit a hundredfold. He that has ears to hear, let him hear.

	9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be?

	10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then comes the devil, and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

	Jesus explained that the Apostles were given to understand some of His teachings while other people were not. He didn't choose the Apostles because they had great education. He chose them because they loved God.

	Clearly, in the Parable of the Sower, the first group are those who don't accept the message at all and basically won't even listen.

	You might have seen people get hyped up emotionally over religion with a fervor and intensity bordering on a frenzy. That is the second group, the people who accept it and are overly excited about it, but then it dies out. That's not to say that everyone who has an emotional response is an emotional slave. Many are not; they just truly love Jesus and don't mind showing it. Those who depend on their emotionalism to maintain their faith and lose the fervor when faced with life's challenges, however, do fit the description.

	The third group are the people who accepted it, but then they "are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life". They unfortunately include not only people intent on making money above all else but also many "religious professionals" who fall to the temptation of making money from religion, promoting themselves instead of promoting Jesus.

	The last group, the true Christ-centered Christians, "keep" the word by living it in their daily lives, not seeking profit or acclaim at all. They're not the ones who are emotionally out of control. They're not the ones who are in it for the money. The truly Christ-centered Christians are the ones with the solid foundation and deep roots in the teachings that "bring forth fruit with patience". The teachings are not complicated, but in the Parable of the Sower, three-fourths of the people didn't get "it": love God and love your neighbor.

	Mark 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.

	If you can positively influence 30, 60, or 100 people to follow Jesus in your lifetime, you are a great success.

	

	Parable of the Wheat and Tares

	Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, did not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Will thou then that we go and gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while you gather up the tares, you root up also the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather you together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

	Matthew 13:36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.

	37 He answered and said unto them, He that sows the good seed is the Son of man; 38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who has ears to hear, let him hear.

	If you put the Parable of the Wheat and Tares together with the Parable of the Sower, it becomes obvious that the good seed is not the only seed being sown. The Parable of the Wheat and Tares says there are two seeds being sown. They're both sown on the wayside. They're both sown on the rocks. They're both sown into the thorns. They're both sown into the good ground, where they both grow up.

	So the people who accept God "in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience" don't have only the Word of God in their beliefs; "all things that offend, and them which do iniquity" are in there as well. The Lord has let and is letting them both grow up together.

	

	Parable of the Leaven

	Matthew 13:33 Another parable spoke he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

	Now put the Parable of the Sower and the Parable of the Wheat and Tares together with the Parable of the Leaven, and it's clear that the weeds are so mixed in with the wheat that they can't and won't be removed before the end times. The leaven cannot be filtered out of the flour once it's mixed in. Therefore, the bad teachings are in the Bible. Human beings decided which books to include with all good intentions, but tares are in there.

	The point is that you must be open to God's truth but also realize that you can be wrong. Everything you believe, from a little bit of it to a lot of it, could be wrong. What if you had been born and raised as a non-Christian through no fault of your own? You would believe what you were taught, and you would be wrong.

	You can never be sure; you can never know 100% that your beliefs are correct. Other people, with far different beliefs, believe just as strongly that their beliefs are right, and they're willing to die for them. Thus, you have to be tolerant of other people. You can't promote yourself as being all-knowing, because you're not. Rest assured that all truth comes from God through Jesus, and all understanding comes from the Holy Spirit.

	So all you can do is be faithful to the beliefs you have. You might discover at some point that you are wrong, that some of your beliefs are wrong. Then you have to be faithful to what you then believe to be right. Being faithful, the Lord will reward you with more understanding, allowing you to be more faithful. As you are faithful to Him, God will give you more truth, and you can then be faithful to that. All you can do at any point is to be faithful to what you do believe and allow other people to be faithful to what they do believe, treating them with love and kindness. If their beliefs are totally contradictory to yours, and they won't accept yours, then you might have to get away from them.

	The important thing is faithfulness. Even if what you believe could be tares (mammon), you have to be faithful to it, believing that it is not mammon. Maybe there is mammon in there. If that's the case, the Holy Spirit at some point will reveal that to you. It might be after you're dead, but at some point you'll see the truth and be rewarded for being faithful to what you believe.

	You are the ground that the seed is sown in. The good seed is sown in you, whichever one of the four types of soil you are, but the tares are sown also. If the good seed is taking root, sprouting, and growing vigorously, be aware of the tares also. It's easy to say, "Well, I'll just remove the weeds." First you have to know what the weeds are. Jesus says that instead of pulling out the weeds and pulling out the wheat as well, let them both grow up in you. It's like the leaven in the flour. Once the leaven is in the flour, you can't go in and remove the leaven from the flour. You just have to be faithful to what you believe. As you're faithful, God will give you more understanding, and then the wheat can get stronger and the tares will get weaker in your life.

	Everyone wants to be right. Everyone wants divine truth. But Jesus taught us very clearly that we're never 100% right. There's always leaven in the flour. There are always tares with the wheat. So we have to accept our fallibility and accept our limitations. Some people reading this probably have a hard time accepting that, because they want so badly and try so hard to be sure their beliefs are right. The hardest three words to say in the English language are "I was wrong." It's not important to be right. It's important to obey. You obey first, and then God will increase your understanding.

	John 4:19 The woman said unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and you say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.

	21 Jesus said unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour comes, when you shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship you know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeks such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

	The Samaritan woman essentially said, "We believe this, you believe that; we worship here, and you worship there." Jesus says that the time will come when it won't matter where you worship. Rather, it matters Whom you worship: the God of the Jews and how you worship Him, in spirit and truth.

	Obviously, the Samaritans were very special people to Jesus. When He went there, they accepted Him, and He taught them. He also told the Parable of the Good Samaritan. He healed ten lepers:

	Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

	It's obvious that the Samaritans had some flour, but they had some leaven; they had some wheat, but they had some tares.

	The lesson here applies also to Catholics and Protestants. They both have wheat; they both have tares; they both have flour; they both have leaven. It also applies to Jews versus Christians. For example, most Christians follow Paul, not Jesus, and the Jews follow the Ten Commandments, which Jesus promoted.

	John 14:6 I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me.

	Don't be deceived. All religions are not equal, and they are not all valid. There is only one Way, Jesus, Who speaks all truth out of the mouth of God.

	Matthew 7:13 Enter you in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it.

	Jesus, being the way, the truth, and the life, is the only gate. The wheat and tares are in every belief system, just in different proportions, but there is only one gate, which is Jesus Himself.

	When you love people of other beliefs, you're not saying that you accept their religion. You're not saying that you believe in their religion. You're saying that you believe and accept their right to practice their religion, unless their religion promotes the persecution and even killing of people who don't accept their religion. If their religion is based on expanding by forcing other people to either convert or die, then you must absolutely reject that as a religion.

	

	Let both grow together

	Matthew 13:29 But he said, Nay; lest while you gather up the tares, you root up also the wheat with them. 29 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather you together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

	Jesus made it very clear He would let the weeds (Paul's gospel) grow up with the wheat (Jesus' Gospel).

	Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Jesus,” which is not what Jesus meant by “Follow me.” Paul also promoted what he referred to as “my gospel”, which includes things that Jesus did not teach, such as salvation by faith alone and predestination.

	Paul only quoted Jesus once in all of his epistles, and that "quote" is something Jesus never said, nor would He agree with it. Paul quoted Jesus as saying, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” In fact, only God can give blessings, which He does infinitely. We receive those blessings. So who is “more blessed”? Obviously the receivers.

	When Jesus says, "Give, and it shall be given unto you," He is talking about forgiveness, not money. Was Paul talking about money or forgiveness?

	Acts 20:33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.

	34 Yea, you yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.

	35 I have showed you all things, how that so laboring you ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

	He was clearly talking about material things, specifically money, saying he was happy they had fulfilled all of his "necessities". Like, you're blessed for giving so much to me.

	In fact, that quotation, "It is more blessed to give than to receive," is often misused by evildoers to gain money or power by encouraging people to give money to them. The deception is that one can be more blessed by giving to them instead of looking to the Lord to receive blessings from the Lord. It's completely diametrically opposed to the truth. It's saying we should give (typically money) in order to be blessed, rather than being completely dependent upon God for all blessings. Giving and receiving blessings has nothing to do with money or anything else except love.

	As humans, we are literally unable to give blessings of ourselves. Any love we have to give is Jesus' love through us. We're blessed to receive that love; then when Jesus' love goes out from us to our brothers and sisters, we are not the One "giving". It's not a gift that we have within ourselves to give. It's only flowing through us to others, who are then blessed by Jesus.
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	REVELATION

	

	Alpha and Omega

	Revelation 1:7 Behold, he comes with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindred of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, says the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

	Revelation 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou see, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

	Revelation 1:17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18 I am he that lives, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

	19 Write the things which thou has seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou saw in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou saw are the seven churches.

	The point of studying the letters in Revelation is that if you don't learn from history, you're doomed to repeat it. And obviously, Christians throughout history have not learned from the mistakes that the early churches made. They keep making the same mistakes over and over and over. It's easy to be blind to one's own shortcomings. Six of the churches felt like John sent their letter to Philadelphia by mistake.

	The seven letters are not only for the individual churches they were sent to, but they're for everybody all the time. They're for every one of us, every gathering, whether called a "church" or some other name. Every letter is for every Christian, to tell them not only what they shouldn't do but also what they should do. Every true Christian, especially every Christ-centered Christian, takes the letters seriously in an attempt to become aware of the mistakes that others have made and to avoid making those mistakes themselves.

	

	Church of Ephesus

	Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 2 I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou can not bear them which are evil: and thou has tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and has found them liars: 3 And has borne, and has patience, and for my name’s sake has labored, and has not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou has left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 6 But this thou has, that thou hates the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches; To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

	Paul was in Ephesus in 61 AD. In 64 AD, he wrote his first epistle to Timothy, who was in Ephesus at that time, telling him to make sure that they were preaching only Paul's gospel and no other. He also told others the same thing.

	1 Timothy 1:3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou might charge some that they teach no other doctrine.

	Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.

	Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began.

	1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also you have received, and wherein you stand.

	What doctrine is there other than Jesus' Gospel of the Kingdom? That can only mean that Paul wanted to make sure they were not teaching Jesus' Gospel; they were only teaching "my gospel". What Paul referred to as "my gospel" is "salvation by faith alone" and "predestination", not Jesus' Gospel of loving God and neighbor.

	Paul makes it very clear what his gospel entails, and it does not require obedience.

	Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

	Jesus would disagree:

	Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

	John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

	Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

	Paul's "gospel" promotes "salvation by faith alone". That is a system where anybody can do whatever they want because they've already been saved by professing to believe that Jesus died for them. Paul refers to belief as "faith". However, belief is not faith. If one is not "faith-full", they are "faith-empty", and they really don't even believe. Doing good should never be followed by boasting. Jesus explained:

	Luke 6:4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which sees in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

	Unlike Paul's "gospel", the Gospel of the Kingdom, as taught by Jesus and the Apostles, focuses on fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, repentance, baptism of the Holy Spirit, and faithfully following Jesus as the Son of God by loving God and neighbor.

	Paul's other misguided doctrine is known as "predestination".

	Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

	Ephesians 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.

	Paul's "gospel" of predestination envisions a society where everybody is already either saved or condemned before they're even born, negating any need to follow laws or accept Jesus' life and death for one's salvation.

	God knows all things all the time. He knows who will sin before they're born, who will choose salvation, and who won't. He knows because He's there when it happens. Everything is an ever-present "now" for God, Who is everywhere always. However, He doesn't control who will choose to repent and who won't. He doesn't determine beforehand whether any individual repents. He knows because He's God, but He doesn't control because anyone can employ free will at any time to choose to repent. Everybody can repent.

	In the second chapter of his first letter to Timothy, Paul indicated that he had been accused of being a liar by the Ephesians because he made a point to deny it.

	1 Timothy 2:7 I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not.

	John sent Jesus' letter to the church in Ephesus in 67 AD, saying:

	Revelation 2:2 I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou can not bear them which are evil: and thou has tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and has found them liars.

	Jesus makes it very clear that the Ephesians had identified false apostles and found them to be liars, evidently meaning both Paul and Timothy.

	After that Paul complained in his second letter to Timothy:

	2 Timothy 1:15 All they which are in Asia be turned away from me.

	If Paul had been sent by Jesus, as some people think, then in Jesus' letters to the churches, which were written after Paul had written his first letter to Timothy, wouldn't Jesus have mentioned that He had appointed a special apostle to the Gentiles? It would be important to let people know that, thus giving great credence to Paul's ministry and his epistles. On the other hand, Jesus commends them for identifying "them which say they are apostles, and are not, and has found them liars."

	Paul said:

	Galatians 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.

	On the other hand, Jesus says:

	Matthew 22:37 Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment.

	39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.

	40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

	There's only one true Gospel, and that's the Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus preached. That's the Gospel that He told all of His followers to preach in the Great Commission. If Paul were indeed a follower of Jesus, that's what he would have preached, but he's not, and it's not. Paul did not refer to the Gospel of the Kingdom, nor did he preach it.

	The Epistles of Apostles Peter, James, John, and Jude support Jesus’ teachings. If you have been a regular churchgoer, think about how often or how rarely those Epistles are quoted versus the epistles of Paul. In contrast to the epistles of Paul, the Epistles of the real Apostles emphasize the three tasks assigned in the Great Commission: preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and teaching everyone to obey everything that Jesus commanded. Jesus warned:

	John 5:43 I am come in my Father's name, and you receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him you will receive.

	So why have Paul and his gospel been so widely received throughout the history of Christianity with such overwhelming evidence that Paul was promoting something other than Christ-centered Christianity? Jesus tells us the answer plainly:

	John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

	

	Church in Smyrna

	Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things says the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 10 Fear none of those things which thou shall suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that you may be tried; and you shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches; He that overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death.

	

	Church in Pergamos

	Revelation 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things says he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 13 I know thy works, and where thou dwell, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou hold fast my name, and has not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwells.14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou has there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15 So has thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. 16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches; To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knows saving he that receives it.

	

	Church in Thyatira

	Revelation 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things says the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou suffered that woman Jezebel, which calls herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searches the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25 But that which you have already hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcomes, and keeps my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 28 And I will give him the morning star. 29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.

	

	Church in Sardis

	Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things says he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou has a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how thou has received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shall not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shall not know what hour I will come upon thee. 4 Thou has a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 5 He that overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.

	

	Church in Philadelphia

	Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things says he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that opens, and no man shuts; and shuts, and no man opens; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou has a little strength, and has kept my word, and has not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 10 Because thou has kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou has, that no man take thy crown. 12 Him that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.

	

	Church of the Laodiceans

	Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou were cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth. 17 Because thou say, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and know not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou may be rich; and white raiment, that thou may be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 21 To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.

	Revelation 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

	Revelation 22:6 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keeps the sayings of the prophecy of this book.

	Revelation 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

	Revelation 22:16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.
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	MINISTRY

	

	Your ministry

	This section of this book, Ministry, is what this book is all about: living a Christ-centered life as a Christ-centered Christian. It's not about Jesus' ministry; it's about your ministry.

	Being a Christ-centered Christian does not necessarily mean joining an organized religion or a so-called "church". Christ’s “Church” includes all of the people who believe in and obey Jesus Christ. In most ministries, religions, churches, or whatever they choose to be called, people are tools to support the organization. Priests are tools of the Catholic ministry. Pastors are tools of Protestant ministries. You are not a tool of Christ-centered Christianity. Christ-centered Christianity is a tool for your ministry if you choose to use it. You are the ministry; there is no other organization.

	The introduction to this book laid out an overall view of what Christ-centered Christianity is: personal salvation and Oneness with the Lord, but also reaching out to all of God's children, our and Jesus' brothers and sisters, with loving kindness, patience and forgiveness, inspiration, understanding, and encouragement.

	When other people see you, they should see Jesus. When you see yourself in the mirror, you should see a repentant sinner striving to emulate Jesus. Now that you have been exposed to the teachings and example of Jesus, you can begin to plan how to "follow" Him.

	

	John the Baptist

	Jesus gave verbal instructions regarding some things ministers do, and He showed by His own actions other things. Other people, such as John the Baptist, also taught and demonstrated how ministers should conduct themselves.

	Matthew 3:13 Then comes Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbade him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and come thou to me?

	15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becomes us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him.

	16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

	17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

	Like an adopted child takes a new name, so we take a new name, "Christian", when we repent and are baptized "with the Holy Ghost, and with fire". More than just a name, that becomes our identity. Think of a building made of stones, and the building is Jesus' Church. If you look at each stone, each one is one Christian, but when you look at a stone, you only see Jesus. The whole building is made in the image of Jesus with no lines marking the different stones, and each stone is itself an image of Jesus.

	Our identity becomes that of Jesus through the wedding of God and man, Jesus and His Church: us. We are the bride; we are forever One with Christ, not two but One. The final part of the Great Commission is, "Teach them to obey all that I have commanded." What has the King commanded? "That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another."

	

	Priests and ministers

	John the Baptist's father, Zacharias, was a priest. John was of the priestly line, so John qualified to be a priest as well. Even though he might never have served as a Jewish priest formally, he was God's priest/minister.

	Exodus 19:6 And you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.

	That's exactly the kind of "priests" God is talking about. Everyone can spread the Gospel; everyone can baptize people in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and everyone can teach others to obey Jesus' commandments. That's the kind of priest John the Baptist was. He is a model for the "priests" that God wants, not the Pharisee kind of priest, but the common man priest. John the Baptist didn't need to be ordained by any organization, and you don't either. Like John, every Christ-centered Christian has chosen to be ordained by God Himself. Every Christ-centered Christian is a priest; every Christ-centered Christian is a minister; and every Christ-centered Christian represents the King.

	As a Christ-centered Christian, your normal behavior is to practice doing what the Lord did: obey the Father. Once you make the choice to do that, then you have chosen to be a Christ-centered Christian. If you really choose to be saved, as many people say they do, then that's what you do. Life on earth is really very simple. That's your occupation, all day every day. You probably have to make a living, but we all have the same occupation, which is to choose to obey God. That's your job, your real job, your only job. It includes plenty of on-the-job training.

	

	Three things

	Jesus taught us that a minister preaches the Gospel of the Kingdom by doing three things, which are listed in the Great Commission.

	Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

	Matthew 28:19 Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

	The Great Commission tells us to "preach" the Gospel of the Kingdom to all nations. Second, we are to "baptize" those who accept the Gospel. "Baptize" doesn't mean what many professed Christians think it means. It has nothing to do with water and everything to do with Oneness. "Baptizing them in the name of" means immersing someone in the "identity" of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Just as we physically eat food, and the food becomes our body, in effect our physical identity, so also we must spiritually "eat Jesus' body" by choosing to live His life of obedience, and Jesus becomes our spiritual identity. This is Oneness. This is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. John said of Jesus:

	Matthew 3:11 . . . he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.

	Moses saw a bush that was on fire but not consumed:

	Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

	Fire has two parts: heat and light. Fire that does not consume is pure light. The "angel of the Lord" identified Himself to Moses:

	Exodus 3:6 I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

	John's reference to "fire" is the same "fire" that Moses saw, and it represents "understanding", enlightenment. The Holy Spirit is the source of all understanding. Jesus gives us understanding through the Holy Spirit.

	John 6: 45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.

	The third step in preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom is "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you".

	

	Children of your Father

	Matthew 5:45 That you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

	46 For if you love them which love you, what reward have you? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if you salute your brethren only, what do you more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

	We must say and do as Jesus says and does. We tend to look down on evildoers, both spirits and people, partly because Jesus was very harsh with them. So we tend to be the same way. However, we're not in a position to see their state of ignorance regarding what they do or to see their state of repentance like Jesus could.

	Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

	We also have to realize that we started out as evildoers, too. We were all born in sin, Original Sin, and then we proceeded to sin naturally. So the only difference between us and the evildoers is that we at some point chose to obey, and they can, too. That's what we must always focus on with people who are doing bad things. They were created that way. They are no different than a puppy dog, just following their nature. Hopefully, they will exercise their free will to choose to obey at some point. Until then, patience for us is truly a virtue.

	

	Sects

	Most Christians belong to a sect of Christianity. For example, in America there are many: Church of Christ, Methodist, Presbyterian, Mormon, and so forth, some very large and some very small. Most Christians in the West, which would mostly be the Roman Catholic organization and the Protestant offspring of that, don't have any idea how Christians in the East worship. The differences in their beliefs are quite extensive.

	If you ask someone what religion they are, they may just say they're a "Christian". So then you ask them, "What church do you go to?" And they name one. What they’re really saying is that they accept the precepts of that group, either because that’s what they were raised with or because they chose to accept them. Most people die in the same sect they were born into, whether it be a Christian sect or some other. A Christ-centered Christian is somebody who chooses to learn and follow the teachings and the example of Jesus Christ.

	Sometimes someone will read the teachings of Jesus in the Gospels, and then they make an interpretation of that and formulate an understanding within themselves. Most people don't actually do that. They take what they've been taught and accept that without question, even defending it if anyone questions it. Some people who actually read the teachings of Jesus will make a determination on their own and accept that as Christianity for them. There's no way you're going to change that: everybody will always have their own opinion, no matter how they acquired it, from being taught, or reading, or some other means.

	

	Prayer

	Ministry is all about influencing others to foster a closer relationship with God. As a Christian, that means helping others to foster a closer relationship with Jesus Christ. As a Christ-centered Christian, that means fostering a closer relationship with Jesus yourself first. That begins with prayer. If someone is trying to bring others to the Lord, and their own relationship with Jesus is not the number one relationship in their own life, that will be evident to others, and it will undermine their efforts.

	Every day must start and end with prayer, and every day should be filled with prayer.

	Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

	2 And he said unto them, When you pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

	Asking for the desires of one's flesh is not an appropriate prayer.

	Matthew 6:8 Be not you therefore like unto them: for your Father knows what things you have need of, before you ask him.

	Humans have only one need. That applies to every human being, including you and including Jesus. That is the need to choose to obey God. You may think you need air, food, and water. What happens if you don't get air, food, and water? You will die. What happens if you do get air, food, and water? You will die.

	Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

	Jesus fulfilled that duty, and at the same time, He set the example for everyone else.

	Jesus' teachings come through words, but they also come through example. Many of His teachings are by example. When Jesus prayed, He went off by Himself and prayed. He communed with the Father alone. That's an example for us. He didn't make a big show of it, unlike what many preachers and a lot of people do. Jesus prayed alone most of the time.

	Luke 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.

	Mark 1:35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.

	In a sense, Jesus' whole life on Earth was a prayer: Oneness with the Father, doing the will of the Father. Likewise, our lives need to be a prayer of Oneness with Jesus and doing His will, following His commandments.

	

	Ask, knock, seek

	Luke 11:5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? 7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened. 11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

	

	God's will

	Mark 11:23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he says shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he says.

	When we only ask that God's will be done, all of our prayers come true. We wouldn't ask for a mountain to be cast into the sea without qualifying, "If that is Your will." If it is God's will, it certainly will be done. From creation onward God has carried out His will.

	If anything is truly God's will, it will be done whether you ask or not. You would never ask for a mountain to be cast into the sea, because clearly that is beyond the pale. You might then pray, "I will accept it only if it's Your will, Lord, and I ask for it only if it's Your will."

	John 4:23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeks such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

	Accepting a blessing "in spirit" means believing that it is something God can do and allowing it to be His prerogative.

	Jesus describes what worshiping God "in truth" means:

	John 4:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have them.

	Accepting it "in truth" means seeing yourself as already having it in reality. If indeed it is God's will, you will receive the blessing (maybe instantly or in God's good time). If it's not God's will, you can be at peace with that, knowing that He is happy for you to serve Him as you are just the same.

	It's important to accept the blessing not just at the end of the process but at the beginning as well. If it happens or if it doesn't happen, then that's fine either way, because you have accepted God's will, and that's what it's really all about.

	

	Calling Apostles

	John 1:38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said unto them, What seek you? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwell thou? 39 He said unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

	40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first finds his own brother Simon, and says unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

	42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shall be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

	43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and find Philip, and said unto him, Follow me.

	44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

	45 Philip finds Nathanael, and said unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

	46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip said unto him, Come and see.

	47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 48 Nathanael said unto him, Whence know thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou was under the fig tree, I saw thee.

	49 Nathanael answered and said unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.

	50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believe thou? thou shall see greater things than these. 51 And he said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

	Matthew 9:9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.

	

	Fishers of Men

	Luke 5:3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

	4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.

	Luke 5:10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shall catch men.

	Mark 1:17 And Jesus said unto them, Come you after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.

	Luke 5:27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.

	

	Thy disciples fast not

	Matthew 9:14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?

	15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. 16 No man puts a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up takes from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runs out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.

	

	Parable of the candle

	Mark 4:21 And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick? 22 For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad. 23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 24 And he said unto them, Take heed what you hear: with what measure you mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. 25 For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.

	

	Sending forth of the twelve

	Mark 6:7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: 9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.

	Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter you not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely you have received, freely give. 9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. 11 And into whatsoever city or town you shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till you go thence. 12 And when you come into a house, salute it. 13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when you depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

	16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be you therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 18 And you shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what you shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what you shall speak. 20 For it is not you that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaks in you. 21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. 22 And you shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endures to the end shall be saved. 23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee you into another: for verily I say unto you, you shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?

	26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak you in light: and what you hear in the ear, that preach you upon the housetops. 28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear you not therefore, you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

	34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36 And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37 He that loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that takes not his cross, and follows after me, is not worthy of me. 39 He that finds his life shall lose it: and he that loses his life for my sake shall find it.

	40 He that receives you receives me, and he that receives me receives him that sent me. 41 He that receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward. 42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.

	

	Take up his cross

	Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

	Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

	Jesus gave advice on how to function effectively with non-believers and those seeking. Just falling in line and doing the same old thing won't work. Most people, unfortunately, are content to keep their beliefs private so as to not offend anyone. The only person you should be afraid of offending is God Himself. Your beliefs are never private. They are on display every time you interact with anyone, every time you open your mouth, and in everything you do.

	When you live as a Christ-centered Christian, everyone can see Jesus through your attitude and actions. Being rude or un-Christlike betrays one's true self and cannot be hidden: "shall be ashamed of me and of my words". Unfortunately, too much of "religion" has degenerated into fake smiles and subtle manipulation to get people to do what the "religious" want solely for their own benefit, which usually comes down to amassing money and power over others.

	

	Sending out the seventy

	Luke 10:1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

	2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray you therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves. 4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way. 5 And into whatsoever house you enter, first say, Peace be to this house. 6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. 7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house. 8 And into whatsoever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you: 9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 10 But into whatsoever city you enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say, 11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaves on us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be you sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.

	13 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for you. 15 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shall be thrust down to hell. 16 He that hears you hears me; and he that despises you despises me; and he that despises me despises him that sent me.

	

	Return of the seventy

	Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.

	18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

	The battle in Heaven, between the Saint Michael-led faithful angels and the Satan-led angels, took place in a flash, "as lightning". When someone (Satan) is less than infinite, then they are infinitely less than infinite. Going up against God is always a losing proposition from the start. Before they even start, they've already lost.

	The statement "power to tread on serpents and scorpions" appears to be an analogy for how to treat devils, which the disciples had just attested to. A similar statement is found in the Gospel of Mark regarding the handling of serpents and drinking poison; however, that passage is not in any manuscripts before the fourth century.

	Notice that Jesus does not say not to cast out devils. He also does not say not to confront them with the truth. Those are still things that should, and must, be done. He basically says not to even fear them, because they can't hurt you. In fact, He reiterates that He does give all of His disciples (us) that power. However, "rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you". The purpose of casting them out is to free the possessed persons from that misery and to be happy about that, not to be happy that you have power over the evil spirits.

	It's not up to us as humans to judge anyone, people or angels. Because of their history, we cannot trust evil spirits, but we also can't judge them. It's important to love all of God's children, people and angels, no matter what label someone might put in front of them, "good" or "bad". If you can love them, then you can be sure that God loves them, because the only love that you have is Jesus' love through you.

	Jesus never gloated or celebrated when evil spirits were subject to Him. He says, "I give unto you power . . . over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you." In other words, you have nothing to celebrate, because there was never any danger. In the very next verse, Jesus does rejoice:

	Luke 10:21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou has hid these things from the wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knows who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. 23 And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that you see: 24 For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which you see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which you hear, and have not heard them.

	

	Forbid him not

	Mark 9:38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followed not us: and we forbade him, because he followed not us.

	39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 40 For he that is not against us is on our part. 41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.

	

	Mary and Martha

	Luke 10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. 40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.

	41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

	

	Foolish rich man

	Luke 12:13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.

	14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consists not in the abundance of the things which he possesses. 16 And he spoke a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou has much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou has provided? 21 So is he that lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

	

	Watch

	Luke 12:32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell that you have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that fails not, where no thief approaches, neither moth corrupts. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

	35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 36 And you yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he comes and knocks, they may open unto him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he comes shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through. 40 Be you therefore ready also: for the Son of man comes at an hour when you think not.

	41 Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speak thou this parable unto us, or even to all?

	42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he comes shall find so doing. 44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delays his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looks not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.

	49 I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled? 50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished! 51 Suppose you that I am come to give peace on Earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division: 52 For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three. 53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

	54 And he said also to the people, When you see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway you say, There comes a shower; and so it is. 55 And when you see the south wind blow, you say, There will be heat; and it comes to pass. 56 You hypocrites, you can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that you do not discern this time?

	57 Yea, and why even of yourselves judge you not what is right? 58 When thou go with thine adversary to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou may be delivered from him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison. 59 I tell thee, thou shall not depart thence, till thou has paid the very last mite.

	

	I know you not

	Luke 13:23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto them,

	24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and you begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence you are: 26 Then shall you begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou has taught in our streets. 27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence you are; depart from me, all you workers of iniquity. 28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 29 And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. 30 And, behold, there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall be last.

	

	Choosing the chief rooms

	Luke 14:7 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them.

	8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honorable man than thou be bidden of him; 9 and he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. 10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee comes, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shall thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 11 For whosoever exalts himself shall be abased; and he that humbles himself shall be exalted.

	12 Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou make a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompense be made thee. 13 But when thou make a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 14 And thou shall be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shall be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.

	

	The great supper

	Luke 14:15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

	16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: 17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21 So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou has commanded, and yet there is room. 23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

	

	Not able to finish

	Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sits not down first, and counts the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sits not down first, and consults whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends an ambassage, and desires conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsakes not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

	34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be seasoned? 35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

	

	Zebedee's sons

	Matthew 20:20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedees children with her sons, worshiping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 21 And he said unto her, What will thou? She said unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.

	22 But Jesus answered and said, You know not what you ask. Are you able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. 23 And he said unto them, You shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.

	24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren.

	25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, You know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. 26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

	

	The Last Judgment

	Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was hungry, and you gave me meat: I was thirsty, and you gave me drink: I was a stranger, and you took me in: 36 Naked, and you clothed me: I was sick, and you visited me: I was in prison, and you came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was hungry, and you gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and you gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and you took me not in: naked, and you clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and you visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

	

	It is enough

	God's blessings are sufficient. Someone may be in a wheelchair, but that's enough to enjoy a full life. Someone else doesn't have perfect eyesight, but they have enough to have a full life. Someone might have limited mental capacity, but that's perfect for them. God's blessings are always enough, and enough is exactly right. God knows what is enough. He knows exactly how much walking ability you personally need. He knows exactly how much eyesight you need. Yes, limitations in those things can prevent you from doing some things, but that's because the Lord has other things for you to do that you can do.

	Everyone has physical, mental, and emotional limitations. Some people are possessed by evil spirits. Your challenge is to do what your body and your mind allow you to do to maximize your love. At the same time, it's okay to pray for miracles. Jesus did plenty of miracles. Jesus still does miracles. Miracles are wonderful, because with a miracle someone is able to better fulfill another loving task that the Lord has for them.

	The Lord heals lame people; He heals blind people; He heals deaf people; He heals people even today. He can and does cast out evil spirits, giving people a greater opportunity to love.

	Other than going to Heaven after we die, most blessings are received while we are on Earth. Most of them will also ultimately end on this Earth, but they're still blessings. Everything on Earth is transient; everything has a life cycle; even events have a life cycle. If you had a blessing and it was transient, for example, you loved somebody and they passed away, that blessing lives in your memory, and it lives in God forever. In looking back on blessings, the earthly end is not some kind of negative. Look at the beginning as a positive and the ongoing blessing itself as a positive, and learn from it how you can give more blessings to more people.

	Let any blessings you receive go through you to bless others as well. Let Jesus' love go through you to bless others as well. Jesus says He wants you to be in Him and He in you as He is in the Father and the Father is in Him.

	

	Kingdom of priests

	Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.

	God loves everybody the same, infinitely. We then, as a Holy Nation all together, praise and thank the Lord Jesus all the time in Oneness. No Christ-centered Christian says, "Look at me. I did this. I did that." If you do 100% of what God has set out for you to do, then you're successful, and you can be at peace with that. On the other hand, whatever you do will be enough, because God loves you regardless, and that won't change if you do more or less. The main thing is to try to ascertain your limitations and your abilities within your own life. Once you determine what God has given you to do to further His Kingdom, both in ability and opportunity, then do that to the fullest. The place of opportunity is where you are, and the time is now.

	A kingdom means that there is a king who rules, and the people in the kingdom are subjects of the king. They do the will of the king and follow all of his commands. Jesus' Church, which is believers/doers, is the Holy Nation and the Kingdom of Priests.

	Christians are ministering with every encounter they have with anyone, whether they like it or not. Once you become a Christian, you are a minister; you are a priest. If others know that you go to a worship service for one hour on Sunday and then they see you act like everyone else (selfish) the other 167 hours of the week, you are teaching those people that Christians are hypocrites.

	

	Your joy

	John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

	John 16:24 Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name: ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be full.

	Christ is God’s love toward man since forever, leading to the creation of man and the birth of Jesus. Jesus/Christ is the Son of Man/Son of God (man's body/God's Spirit), Who was born, spoke, taught, died, resurrected, and now lives, all in total obedience to the Father.

	Scripted rituals, rote prayers, and preaching Paul's gospel are all nonsense. The whole point of being a Christian is to live the "Body" of Jesus every day, not just one hour on Sunday, to follow Jesus as He leads you through the strait gate to partake of the Tree of Life (obey His commandments: "eat the body") and the Living Water (accept salvation: "drink the blood"). That is to accept salvation through the Body and the Blood in the Wedding Feast of the Lamb, now and forever, here and everywhere.

	

	The reason you exist

	There are many things that people don't know about and don't care about. For example, you may not know music, and you may not care about it. You may enjoy hearing some songs; you might enjoy singing a little bit on your own, but you have no interest in being a professional or getting up in front of large crowds on stage —just not something you're interested in. Someone else might not know French, and they don't care about French. For every person, there are many things they don't know and don't care about. The worst thing to not know about and not care about is God.

	Having a relationship with God is the reason you exist. That's what life is all about. Without that, there is no life, literally. If you don't have a relationship with God after you die, then you're in eternal darkness. Your relationship with God after you die will be exactly what it was on Earth: nonexistent.

	

	Made whole

	Jesus never did a miracle because He was challenged by an unbeliever. He healed people because of someone's faith. Someone believed enough and loved enough to be faithful, either the one He healed or someone who loved them. In the process of healing multitudes, He also demonstrated beyond a shadow of a doubt that He is God. 

	Someone having faith doesn't mean that they are a perfect human being. That just means that they are doing the best they can with what they have (physical ability, mental understanding, and emotional disposition) where they are. Some of the people Jesus healed were physically lame, some were blind, and so forth. Some were possessed by evil spirits. All had some level of fear or anxiety. Some had no knowledge of Jehovah or the Messiah because they were Gentiles, but the Holy Spirit gave them enough understanding based on the fact that they were faithful to what they did believe. Either the person to be healed or somebody else was doing the best they could with what they had where they were and asked (prayed) for Jesus to help. Jesus, knowing all, saw their "Faith", and responded.

	Someone might say, "If I could walk, I could do more." Or, "If I could see, I could do more, and I could serve God better." If you were completely paralyzed from head to toe and all you could do is open and close your eyes, you could still love. That's all that God asks. If you couldn't even open and close your eyes, you could still love, and that's all that God will ever ask of you.
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	CONFRONTING EVIL

	Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

	

	Rejoice not

	Luke 4:41 And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ.

	Luke 9:1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.

	Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.

	Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

	We are not in a position to judge or condemn anyone, people or angels. The Greek word "Satanas" translates to "accuser" in English.

	Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

	No Christ-centered Christian should ever delight in accusing anyone else, human or angel. However, that doesn't mean you should ignore evil spirits. You must do as Jesus did: let them know they are not welcome. Yes, that means to cast them out. That also means telling them to stay away from you: "Get thee hence!" Some evil spirits are more susceptible to being cast out, being, in a sense, "weaker". Some are hardcore, like the ones that the disciples couldn't cast out.

	Mark 9:29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

	The evil spirits are wolves in sheep’s clothing, but they're also sheep in wolves' clothing. They have no power. They lie and try to use false fear to make you believe they do have power. But, really, they have no power. Like Satan, they are less than infinite, and as such, they are infinitely less than infinite. They have to stand on each other's shoulders and try to look bigger than they are, but they're really nothing compared to infinite God, and there's nothing to fear by anyone in Oneness with Jesus Christ. Jesus uses the analogy of stepping on them.

	Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

	Tell them to get away from you and anybody around you, and be blunt about it. It's not that you allow them to incite something negative in you, which is what they're trying to do. As Jesus says, you must hate and reject their message, and you must reject what they're trying to do to you and the people you love, which is to cause you to sin.

	

	The unclean spirit

	Luke 11:24 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, I will return unto my house whence I came out. 25 And when he comes, he finds it swept and garnished.

	26 Then goes he, and takes to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first.

	Beware when casting out demons that you encourage and help the victim to "fill the void" that was left with loving kindness, prayer, and learning of Jesus.

	

	Truth

	You know what Jesus tells you to do, which is to love God and love your neighbor. That's absolute; that doesn't change. He's always encouraging and telling you to do that through inspiration, understanding, and encouragement. On the other hand, if anyone tells you otherwise, then you must reject that advice, and if you have to, even get away from that person.

	If you consider yourself a "minister" for Jesus, then you want to help everyone. However, as always, we have to follow Jesus' example. What did He do when confronted by evil? He replied with Truth. He still loves everyone who opposes Him, but He does not come down to their level.

	Matthew 10:12 And when you come into a house, salute it. 13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when you depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.

	Jesus says if someone refuses to accept what He teaches, get away from them and shake the dust off of your feet. People do not necessarily choose to be evil, but people are sinful and do evil. Some are possessed by evil spirits. If you must withdraw from an association with someone, either a friendship or a relationship, because they reject your peace, such people could be possessed by evil spirits. If so, they will try to turn that against you to make it look like you're the bad person by being bigoted. If they're a different race than you, they might accuse you of being prejudiced or racist.

	Such people will also often insist on all sorts of accommodations for other religions, while Christianity is openly persecuted. A common ploy is to demand you not say, "Merry Christmas," to non-Christians. When there's some kind of Christian celebration, they want to either ignore it or have other beliefs included somehow: "Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah." However, when there's a celebration for another religion, like Ramadan for example, they don't demand equal time for Christians. So, be very aware of the double standard that evil will try to use against Jesus.

	Each one of us is responsible for our own salvation. You can't do it for anyone else. All you can do is to have a Christ-centered life that other people can see. You can put forth the truth as God gives you to see the truth. God loves you, but He loves the other people in your life as well. It's up to each individual to make the decision to follow Jesus, but how that happens for anyone else is not in your hands. You must be kind and loving and giving, but if that's rejected, then you might have to walk.

	That doesn't mean that they are abandoned, because Jesus is always there, always giving them blessings. Ultimately, their salvation is between them and Jesus: how they are blessed and how the Lord brings them to Him. Everything that happens in their life, as in your life and everyone’s life, will be for the purpose of bringing them to the Lord. At some point it might not have anything to do with you anymore.

	God's blessings toward each individual are for that individual's salvation. He blesses each person according to their needs so that they might be saved. Your salvation is not for the purpose of you saving somebody else, because you can't. You can introduce them to Jesus, but only Jesus can save anyone. You should never feel like a failure because somebody you love won't accept your beliefs. God experiences that all the time because it's His will that they have the opportunity to make their own choice.

	Jesus' relationship with you is only with you, directly with you, with no one in between. Jesus' relationship with someone else is only with them, directly with them, with no one in between. You might have been instrumental in giving them some information, but their relationship with Jesus has nothing to do with you.

	Relationships are always between two people. For example, a husband and a wife have a relationship; a parent and a child have a relationship. When a husband and a wife begin relating with each other through their child or children, and they're not relating directly with each other, then their relationship deteriorates. When the children are gone, then they have no relationship.

	

	Kingdom divided

	Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?

	24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.

	25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. 30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathers not with me scatters abroad. 31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever speaks a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaks against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

	33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. 34 O generation of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart brings forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shall be justified, and by thy words thou shall be condemned.

	38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.

	39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

	Matthew 16:4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas.

	When Jesus refers to "the sign of the prophet Jonas", He is specifically talking about the Shroud of Turin, which has recently been scientifically authenticated beyond a shadow of a doubt. He knew that this relic would be here 2000 years later as "the sign". He knew that scientific proof wouldn't be established until now. Once that was established, that is now proof that the Gospel account of His life, death, and Resurrection on the third day is true. It wasn't time to be revealed when the Shroud appeared in Turin. It wasn't time to be revealed when the erroneous carbon dating was done in 1988. It is very significant that God is revealing this sign now.

	Luke 16:31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

	

	Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees

	Matthew 16:5 And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.

	6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

	7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.

	8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O you of little faith, why reason you among yourselves, because you have brought no bread? 9 Do you not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took up? 10 Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets you took up? 11 How is it that you do not understand that I spoke it not to you concerning bread, that you should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?

	Matthew 23:1 Then spoke Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 2 Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: 3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not you after their works: for they say, and do not. 4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 8 But be not you called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all you are brethren. 9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 10 Neither be you called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. 11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for you neither go in yourselves, neither suffer you them that are entering to go in. 14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayer: therefore you shall receive the greater damnation. 15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, you make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 16 Woe unto you, you blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 17 you fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever swears by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 You fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, swears by it, and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, swears by it, and by him that dwells therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven, swears by the throne of God, and by him that sits thereon. 23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought you to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 24 You blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchers of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 Wherefore you be witnesses unto yourselves, that you are the children of them which killed the prophets. 32 Fill you up then the measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you generation of vipers, how can you escape the damnation of hell? 34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them you shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall you scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom you slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

	37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kill the prophets, and stone them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and you would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 39 For I say unto you, you shall not see me henceforth, till you shall say, Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.

	Jesus refers to "judgment, mercy, and faith". God's "judgment" is perfectly fair. People may feel that life’s not fair, but God is always fair. Everything that happens is perfect justice for the entire human race, not just for the individual. But judgment comes along with mercy, by which God gives us spiritual life that we don’t deserve because we have all sinned. Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit is the Father's "mercy". “Faith” is simply a contraction of the word “faithfulness”. If someone is not faithful, then they have no faith.

	You always have a choice. Many people don't even realize they have a choice, but you always have a choice because you have free will. Many don't realize what the choices are between or what the results of their choices will be. The most fundamental choice is between the evil on Earth, which God created and set up the way it is, and the holy Heaven, which God also created and set up for us.

	Seeing Jesus' example of how to deal with people like the scribes and Pharisees is valuable guidance, because anyone attempting to follow Jesus will surely be confronted by the same evil that He faced. Some of that will come from organized religion, just as it did in Jesus' own life.

	Evildoers aren't always corporate. Many individuals participate as well. Doing evil is not necessarily planned out. Most of it is due to automatic reactions repeated over a long time. There are plenty of modern-day Pharisees, but an institution like that, being well established through many people over centuries, is something you’re unlikely to have much effect on. God loves individuals, so those are the ones that we need to devote our attention to anyway.

	

	Maybe you can help

	You don't always have to absolutely avoid evildoers. There can be situations where you have a trusting relationship with someone who is doing wrong, but they realize they're doing wrong. They don't like that, and they really would like to change even if they don't outright admit it, but they don't know how. Unfortunately, many people wallow in their misery, secretly hating the way they treat others, but are never quite desperate enough to actually ask for help or even consider that there is the possibility of resolving this terrible thing in their life. You might have a relationship with somebody like that, someone you can gently approach and offer help.

	It's a tenuous situation, and trying to help can cause a hostile reaction because it exposes their weakness. If they leave the door open a crack, then you can begin to encourage and support them, such that maybe they will allow the door to open wider over time. It's necessary that they become receptive and cooperative in their own recovery, or it's not going to happen. You can’t help someone who doesn’t want help.

	If you know somebody who appears to have given up on themselves in that regard, that is, they are aware that their behavior is reprobate, then there might be an opportunity to help. Whereas, if you're trying to make them aware of their obvious shortcomings, they will probably not respond positively.

	Ideally, they are already repentant, and they have the first part of it, remorse, down real good. Now they just need help with the next step, recovery.

	If you have such a relationship, and you feel the door is open a little, try to have a dialogue with them. The first step in recovery, of course, is to admit there is a problem. Then you must convince them that there is a real solution. They probably won't believe you because they either think they have tried everything, or they think they already know everything.

	If you can gain their trust, first try to explain how meditation works. The idea is to address the problem soon after it occurs. Typically, that has to delay until they are not busy with other things. A quiet environment during meditation is essential. 

	The process is as follows:

	First, you lie down in a very comfortable position, with whatever covers and pillows are needed to completely relax. Breathe slowly and naturally. Counting down from ten to one slowly while breathing in and out is a good start because that occupies the mind. Imagine being in a very peaceful place, maybe leaning against a shade tree next to a peaceful brook, hearing birds in the background.

	After getting settled in, go back into the problem situation in your mind. Allow it to play out almost like watching a video of yourself. But instead of the deviant behavior, see yourself responding appropriately, peacefully, and confidently. Imagine enacting the behavior that you would like to do. This is called “visualization”. So the first step is relaxation and then visualization.

	After a few sessions like that, try recreating the same situation again in your creative imagination, but instead of seeing it in a video, see yourself actually participating. Using your creative imagination, develop an outcome where you do what you should do. Simply ask yourself, "What would Jesus do?" Then do that in your visualization. 

	Gradually, the anxiety that's been driving the aberrant behavior will die down, and in real life you will be able to start doing the right thing. Sometimes change can be immediate, sometimes more gradual. A very useful technique is to break down the problem scenario into small segments in your creative imagination; then address those individually both during meditation and in real life. That is known as "desensitization", becoming comfortable and gradually extinguishing the fear/anxiety response. By practicing being in that situation just a little bit at a time, you can stay relaxed, comfortable, and in control. It will happen faster as the appropriate reactions are carried over into real life.

	By breaking down the process into small, manageable, comfortable steps, the ultimate goal of appropriate behavior will eventually be reached. You can go into what used to be a panic situation, but your reaction to that situation is now one of peacefulness and loving kindness. That is the final plateau, called "behavior modification", where you are just naturally enjoying a peaceful, happy life with no worries.

	Obviously, a Christian counselor could help people like that. But remember, their basic problem is fear. Not only does fear control their inappropriate reactions, but fear also keeps them from seeking help, especially from a stranger. That's why, if they have a trusting friend and it's you, it's very important to intervene and at least try to help. As always, if your help is rejected, continue to love them, but probably at a distance.

	

	The wedding garment

	Matthew 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then said he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go you therefore into the highways, and as many as you shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he said unto him, Friend, how came thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

	The "wedding garment" represents your outward self, how you live your life through your physical actions. Living in obedience to God's commandments is the proper wedding garment.

	Matthew 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teaches the way of God in truth, neither cares thou for any man: for thou regards not the person of men. 17 Tell us therefore, What think thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?  

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt you me, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 20 And he said unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 21 They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then said he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.

	Most "churches" and other religious organizations are eager to get tax exemptions, which is exactly the opposite of what Jesus taught. He taught us to pay our taxes.

	

	Jesus and the irate Jews

	John 5:16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day.

	17 But Jesus answered them, My Father works hitherto, and I work.

	18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.

	19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father do: for what things soever he does, these also does the Son likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all things that himself does: and he will show him greater works than these, that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father raises up the dead, and quickens them; even so the Son quickens whom he will. 22 For the Father judges no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 23 That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honors not the Son honors not the Father which hath sent him. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believes on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

	30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 32 There is another that bears witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesses of me is true. 33 You sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that you might be saved. 35 He was a burning and a shining light: and you were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. You have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 38 And you have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him you believe not. 39 Search the scriptures; for in them you think you have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 40 And you will not come to me, that you might have life. 41 I receive not honor from men. 42 But I know you, that you have not the love of God in you. 43 I am come in my Father’s name, and you receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him you will receive. 44 How can you believe, which receive honor one of another, and seek not the honor that comes from God only? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuses you, even Moses, in whom you trust. 46 For had you believed Moses, you would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 47 But if you believe not his writings, how shall you believe my words?

	

	Before Abraham was

	John 8:12 Then spoke Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

	13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bears record of thyself; thy record is not true.

	14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but you cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. 15 You judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me bears witness of me. 19 Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, You neither know me, nor my Father: if you had known me, you should have known my Father also.

	20 These words spoke Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come.

	21 I go my way, and you shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, you cannot come. 

	
	
	22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he said, Whither I go you cannot come? 

	
	23 You are from beneath; I am from above: you are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I said therefore unto you, that you shall die in your sins: for if you believe not that I am he, you shall die in your sins. 25 Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him.

	
	
	27 They understood not that he spoke to them of the Father. 

	
	
	28 When you have lifted up the Son of man, then shall you know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father has taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father has not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

	
	30 As he spoke these words, many believed on him. 

	
	
	31 If you continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed; 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

	33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how say thou, you shall be made free?

	34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever commits sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant abides not in the house for ever: but the Son abides ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s seed; but you seek to kill me, because my word has no place in you. 38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and you do that which you have seen with your father.

	39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus said unto them, If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to kill me, a man that has told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 You do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. 42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, you would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand my speech? even because you cannot hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father you will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, you believe me not. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 He that is of God hears God’s words: you therefore hear them not, because you are not of God.

	48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and has a devil?

	49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honor my Father, and you do dishonor me. 50 And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeks and judges. 51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.

	52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou has a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou say, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.

	53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom make thou thyself?

	54 Jesus answered, If I honor myself, my honor is nothing: it is my Father that honors me; of whom you say, that he is your God: 55 yet you have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.

	57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and has thou seen Abraham?

	58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

	

	Come to save

	Luke 9:51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 52 And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him.

	53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem.

	54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, will thou that we command fire to come down from Heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?

	55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, You know not what manner of spirit you are of. 56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.

	

	Woe to the Pharisees

	Luke 11:37 And as he spoke, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat. 38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that he had not first washed before dinner.

	39 And the Lord said unto him, Now do you Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness. 40 You fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also? 41 But rather give alms of such things as you have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you. 42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought you to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 43 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for you love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets. 44 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.

	45 Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproaches us also.

	46 And he said, Woe unto you also, you lawyers! for you lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and you yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe unto you! for you build the sepulchers of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 Truly you bear witness that you allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and you build their sepulchers, 49 Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute: 50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation; 51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation. 52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for you have taken away the key of knowledge: you entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in you hindered.

	Jesus' teachings can't be taken in isolation. For example, when Jesus encountered the adulteress, He could discern that she was repentant.

	John 8:11 And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

	When He discerned that the Pharisees and others were unrepentant, He wasn't so kind.

	Matthew 23:33 You serpents, you generation of vipers, how can you escape the damnation of hell?

	Like Jesus, Christ-centered Christians are compassionate when that is appropriate but confrontational when needed.

	

	Fear Him

	Luke 12:1 In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware you of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known. 3 Therefore whatsoever you have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which you have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.

	4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will forewarn you whom you shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? 7 But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: you are of more value than many sparrows.

	8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: 9 But he that denies me before men shall be denied before the angels of God. 10 And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemes against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. 11 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take you no thought how or what thing you shall answer, or what you shall say: 12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what you ought to say.

	

	The ten talents

	Luke 19:11 And as they heard these things, he added and spoke a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

	12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou has been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. 18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. 19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou take up that thou laid not down, and reap that thou did not sow. 22 And he said unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knew that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow: 23 Wherefore then gave not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury? 24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) 26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him. 27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.

	

	Cleansing the temple

	Matthew 21:12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money changers, and the seats of them that sold doves,

	13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but you have made it a den of thieves.

	John 2:16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise.

	17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

	18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign show thou unto us, seeing that thou does these things?

	19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

	Jesus turning over the tables and cleansing the temple of the money changers is a perfect analogy for modern organized religion, where requests for donations and tax exemptions are always present.

	In order to get to the "temple of God", the people had to go through the area where the money changers were. The people had to get through them to get to God, just as Christian church members today often have to get through their "church" to get to God, some more than others. That's the way organized religion works.

	Jesus actually sees the same evil on Earth today that He saw in the temple. Yes, He still sees the evil that is between man and God. Jesus is alive today on Earth through His "Church", which consists of those who not only profess "faith" but also live in "faithfulness". At the same time, there are many self-proclaimed "churches", which are identified and defined by their doctrines, not by Christ-centeredness.

	

	Tradition of the elders

	Matthew 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.

	3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do you also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honor thy father and mother: and, He that curses father or mother, let him die the death. 5 But you say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou might be profited by me; 6 And honor not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have you made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 You hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draws nigh unto me with their mouth, and honors me with their lips; but in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

	Jesus condemned going through the motions without any spiritual devotion to what was being practiced. 

	The Catholic organization, with its sacraments, requires priests, whom they call "Father", to perform water baptism, usually on babies; forgive sins; bless communion; witness marriages; bless the dying; and be ordained by other humans to do all of those things. Higher-ups, called "bishops", also perform a ceremony of "confirmation", a type of coming of age for members usually in their early teens who were baptized as infants.

	Matthew 23:9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

	Matthew 12:37 For by thy words thou shall be justified, and by thy words thou shall be condemned.

	There is no scriptural justification for infant baptism, confession to a priest, the priesthood, transubstantiation, confirmation, annulling marriages, or having a priest read a rote prayer over a dying or dead person, not to mention "blessing" things like water. Most Protestant denominations only recognize baptism and communion as sacraments, but most practice infant baptism.

	You know what Jesus says because you can read it in the Gospels. Yet you see somebody, who you're certain also knows what He says, do the opposite. You have to assume they either have no respect for what Jesus says, or they would just rather lie than tell the truth. That's a big red flag: promoting themselves as being disciples while leading other people astray.

	Matthew 15:14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.

	

	Evildoers

	Evildoers are those that don't choose to obey God, whether people or angels. Doing evil is their nature. They try to present themselves as strong, a wall of steel that you dare not try to penetrate, but, in truth, it's a wall of tin foil. It’s easily torn down by truth, loving kindness, goodness, and faithfulness. Good always triumphs, and God is infinitely good. Jesus says, “It is finished,” and, "I have overcome."

	See the goodness in people, but also see the evilness in the world and always do as Jesus would do. He was realistic with the bad actors: He confronted the Pharisees, and He confronted the people selling in the temple. He was always truthful with everybody. When people attacked Him, He didn’t blindly attack them back; He was just truthful. He came back at them with God's reality and God’s Truth, so He was always living in Spirit with the Holy Spirit and in Truth with God's reality.

	The evil in the world includes many people who do bad things in the name of religion. Most of them don't choose of their own free will to be that way. It’s just the way they were raised. Most people die in the same religion they were born in. Very few people ever make a free will choice as to what they believe and then live according to that.

	Some people do wrong from start to finish because they were brought up that way. They think it's all right to lie or steal or abuse women because that's the way they were brought up. They think it's all right to do many bad things because that's the way they were brought up. It's important not to judge other people, but at the same time you do have to be realistic, and you have to face them on their terms just as Jesus did.

	When Jesus walked the Earth, He encountered evil spirits all the time: individual evil spirits, people possessed with evil spirits, and institutions possessed with evil spirits. When He was by Himself, He was tempted directly. When He was in His public ministry, they attacked Him. There were many people whom He healed that were possessed by evil spirits.

	Every Christian will encounter evil spirits. They possess both people and institutions, who then unjustly and unfairly attack and persecute Christians, especially Christ-centered Christians.

	Luke 21:12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. 13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony.

	14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what you shall answer: 15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

	16 And you shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.

	17 And you shall be hated of all men for my name's sake.

	18 But there shall not a hair of your head perish. 19 In your patience possess you your souls.

	

	Paradise or purgatory

	Jesus says to the "good thief":

	Luke 23:43 Today shall thou be with me in paradise.

	Jesus means for the good thief to look forward to a wonderful experience in the next life in a place of happiness and joy, where we can also look forward to partaking of Christ and becoming One with Jesus.

	Even if we repent before we die, we're not yet perfected. Our sins have been washed away, but we are not perfect enough in mind and spirit to be One with God. In Paradise we become perfected by becoming more and more in harmony with God's thoughts and God's ways. Then at the Final Judgment, after we have been perfected, God's thoughts will have become our thoughts, and God's ways will have become our ways. We are qualified through the life (body) and death (blood) of Jesus to go into Oneness with the Father as Jesus has Oneness with the Father.

	John 17:22 And the glory which thou gave me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou has sent me, and has loved them, as thou has loved me.

	Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says unto the churches; To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

	The original meaning of the word "suffer" was simply "allow", but evildoers have perverted that word to mean experiencing pain or doing something distasteful. However, if someone is contrary to God and resents His commandments, then allowing His will would be distasteful. If you love God, allowing His will is delightful.

	Anything that disputes or denies Jesus' teachings is inherently evil. When the Catholic organization reads "pain" into the word "suffering", they make purgatory a place where we suffer pain for coming into compliance with God's will. The truth is that allowing God's will is joyful, not painful.

	1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy.

	Our partaking of Christ's "sufferings" means that we participate in allowing the will of the Father, as Jesus allowed the will of the Father. However, because Jesus ''suffered" the will of the Father, suffering the will of the Father led to His death. Consequently, suffering God's will takes on the connotation of torture, pain, and death. Then it becomes easy to associate doing God's will with torture, pain, and death. In fact, what suffering means is simply allowing the will of the Father, whatever it may be.

	The will of the Father for us is that we can choose to be joyful with Him in Paradise and Heaven. It certainly doesn't mean that we're going to wind up tortured and in pain in purgatory. If we allow (suffer) God's will on Earth, it also doesn't mean we will share in Jesus' physical torture and pain. On the contrary, the way to a happy life is to obey God's commandments, that is, suffer His will.

	Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

	That can sound scary, being nailed to a cross like Jesus was. That's not what Jesus means. "Take up his cross daily" means simply doing God's will each and every day, which is loving God and neighbor.

	Jesus went through torture and pain for our sins. He died physically so we could live spiritually. We have become partakers of Christ's suffering in doing the will of the Father: Love one another as He loves us; have love one for another. Even if we do have to undergo physical distress in the process of suffering God's will, that, too, will be joyful.

	

	False teachers

	It doesn't matter if false doctrines were developed intentionally or not; the damage has been done. The purpose of criticizing some people in this book is not just to be criticizing for criticism's sake; it's not meant to judge or condemn anyone. The question is, would Jesus want those false doctrines exposed? The purpose is to expose ways that people have tried to subvert the teachings of Jesus by turning Jesus' "Church" away from Jesus' Gospel of the Kingdom. It's the same as Jesus sparing no one in pointing out the errors of their doctrines. It's not a matter of indicting them or judging them or condemning them, but rather emphasizing the truth of the Gospel of the Kingdom and how that has been abandoned.

	There are many, many faithful believers and doers of Jesus' Word who identify as Catholics and Protestants, who are actually Christ-centered, even though they may not realize it yet. There are also many, many repentant Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, etc., who don't yet realize that they have been living lives faithful to Jesus' teachings (love God and neighbor), without ever having been taught them explicitly.

	Ultimately, Oneness with the Father is not something that you can talk people into with a logical discussion. It's not something that you can manipulate people into through emotional manipulation. It's something that only they can choose to do of their own free will. If they don't choose, then they die the death. They die like a tree dies or like a dog dies. If someone refuses to choose spiritual life, then they have only physical life until death, then no life.

	

	Resist not evil

	Matthew 5:39 That you resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. 41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him that asks thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.

	Smite your cheek, give your coat, go two miles, and give to a borrower: Jesus was talking about physical situations. That is, someone is asking for material things. On the other hand, in spiritual matters, when somebody disputed His teaching, He did not turn the other cheek. When somebody confronted Him regarding spiritual things, He gave it right back to them with the Truth. He always responded to lies and challenges to God's Truth with more Truth. He didn't back down or give up on spiritual matters, but when it came to material things, like someone letting go of their coat or being personally inconvenienced, then He deferred to the other person. On spiritual matters, He does not defer, and Christ-centered Christians do not defer.

	A good example of that is if somebody is trying to convince you to accept the practice of abortion, then you absolutely have to reject that completely. It's necessary to reject that lie and reject them. The idea of leaving when people don't accept your peace, shaking the dust off your feet, is not optional. That's what Jesus says to do. It's a matter of obeying Him. You have to get away from the evildoers and shake the dust off your feet just as surely as Noah had to get in the ark and close the door behind him.

	There's also the matter of personal attacks on you versus an attack against your family, God, or society in general. Striking you on the cheek doesn't injure anyone else. However, if the attack is against others less able to defend themselves, for instance, that's a different situation.

	Matthew 15:5 But you say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou might be profited by me; 6 And honor not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have you made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.

	7 You hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draws nigh unto me with their mouth, and honors me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

	That can also extend to unreasonable demands made of your family, church, or society. If you're asked to acquiesce to demands on your family that require compliance with some type of policy that's against God's rules, then you can't allow that. For example, you wouldn't allow a child to experiment with illicit drugs or alcohol, so you also wouldn't allow someone to offer those things to your children. If a church you attend conducts gambling in order to raise money, saying that it's just entertainment, you must speak out against that. 

	Luke 20:46 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 47 Which devour widows' houses, and for a show make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation.

	Another example would be the government enacting a "one-child policy", as the communists did in China, which caused the forced abortion of millions of babies, or the government having taxpayers pay for abortions in the United States.

	You cannot acquiesce to that sort of evil, whether near or far. Whether it's your child's school enacting policies promoting homosexuality or the national government, you can't allow that sort of thing because that's not just an attack on your person; it's an attack on your family, your church, your society, and, most importantly, on God.

	The list of offenders (entities that can be possessed by evil spirits) also includes employers, corporations, charities, political organizations, etc. That would especially include churches saying that the more sacrifice people make in giving their last dollar "to God" (i.e., them), the more they'll be rewarded. The lie that God will bless anyone financially for giving money that should have been used to take care of others is right out of the scribes' and Pharisees' playbook.

	

	Our thoughts

	Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord.

	Things are not the way that we think they should be, simply because we don't think right. For example, if someone has a baby with some kind of physical or mental problem, then people think that's bad. But it's not bad; it's just the way God created things. The way that DNA acts and reacts according to God's creation in the process of reproduction produces birth defects because of sin. All sickness and even death originated with the corruption of DNA because of Original Sin.

	We as human beings have a tendency to do what we're created to do in the flesh, so we sin. Meanwhile, God has given commandments to us that we can either choose to obey or not. That's the way God set it up, and it is good. We need to correct our thoughts and get it in our minds that all things are ultimately good. Everything that comes from God is good, and everything does come from God.

	Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

	Jesus' death was the worst, most evil thing that ever happened in the history of the human race, and it was the greatest blessing. When Jesus says, "Father, forgive them," He is not only referring to the Roman soldiers but also to the Jews who shouted, “Crucify Him,” as well as to today's self-proclaimed "churches" and to every human individually. Each of those entities has the option to repent or not.

	John 15:15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knows not what his lord does: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

	In a perfect world, when Jesus died and resurrected from the dead, everybody —the disciples, the apostles, the women at the tomb, the Jews, the Romans —everybody that heard about it would have been overjoyed, and everybody would have heard about it. The news would have traveled far, wide, and fast.

	What actually happened was that the greatest blessing for the human race, salvation, an opportunity for eternal life for everyone, was stifled. People were forbidden from even talking about it. People were persecuted and murdered for even believing in it. That continues even to this day, even in a place like the United States, where slogans like "religious freedom" and "In God We Trust" and "One Nation Under God" are everywhere, but ignored.

	What do you mean? Evil abounds. Babies are being murdered. Alleged religious leaders are greedy and selfish, worshiping the god of donations to their "cause", while making their followers twofold more the child of hell than themselves. Political leaders pass laws to steal elections and enrich themselves. 

	Don't despair. It's good versus evil; and in the end, good not only "always wins", good has already won. 

	John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

	Believers will continue to be persecuted and repressed as "they" try to silence us. But Jesus will never be silenced. Right now, you are His voice.

	Luke 21:33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.
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DISCUSSION GROUPS

	

	An integral and natural result of this book is to have discussion groups. However, participating in a weekly discussion group is not Christ-centered Christianity. Christ-centered Christianity consists of living Jesus’ teachings by obeying God’s commandments. What you do the rest of the week is much more important than what you do during a discussion group.

	A discussion group is not just a get-together for fellowship. The fellowship actually takes place during the rest of the week and not just with like-minded people in a church setting. The purpose of a discussion group is to review Jesus’ teachings and to plan out how you can live those teachings day to day through your interactions with other people; that is, love your neighbors, regardless of whether they are Christians or not. That would include avoiding temptation, adopting Jesus’ thoughts and Jesus’ behaviors, and dealing with evil attacks.

	If somebody asks a Christ-centered Christian what church they go to, they might say, "I'm Christ-centered. We have small discussion groups where we talk about Jesus and His teachings and how to apply them to our everyday lives. Let me give you a book, or you can download it, and you can read it for yourself. We have a discussion group every week. You're more than welcome to come any time."

	Online meetings can take the place of in-person meetings, but in-person meetings foster a sense of caring and camaraderie that online meetings can't duplicate. 

	People can also practice Christ-centered Christianity on their own. No one is required to participate in any group. However, human beings are social animals, and so that option is always there. Remember, being Christ-centered is not dependent on discussion groups or on this book, only on sharing Jesus' love.

	

	Books

	Anyone can download an electronic book for free on their cell phone, tablet, or computer. Once downloaded, the eBook can be emailed to anybody. A printed version can be purchased at cost. If you're considering hosting a discussion group, consider purchasing several so you can give a book to new members of the group.

	If you have your own website, you can put a link to christ-centered.co, where your visitors can download the eBook at no charge, or you can put a button on your own website for them to download it there.

	

	Sponsor

	The person that sets up the meeting is called the "sponsor". The sponsor arranges the room and sets the time. The facility is provided by the sponsor of the group. It could be a home or business. It could be a room that the sponsor rents and pays for himself or herself, expecting nothing in return.

	If you're interested in starting a discussion group, it's very simple. Just tell anyone who's interested in attending when and where you're going to meet. 

	Money is not collected in discussion groups. Discussion groups are never registered as charitable organizations. Discussion groups never take donations of any kind.

	Group size can vary. Of course, 12 is probably the ideal number. The sponsor decides how large the group is. If it's in somebody's home, they might want to have fewer people. If a business owner is having a group at the business, maybe it's in a conference room that can seat more people. There are no limitations. It's strictly up to the individuals to do whatever they think is the best way they can serve the Lord.

	People can bring snacks and share them with each other.

	

	Invitations

	Sometimes people who seem like they might not have any interest are the people who need to be invited to the discussion group. They might act like they want to be left alone, but that just indicates that they may need to be connected with Jesus, so they should be invited.

	Of course there are people who don't want to know, mostly out of blind fear. Everybody has faults; everybody makes mistakes; and everybody does things they later wish they hadn't done. However, some people are more sensitive to their own shortcomings, and they don't like to think about them or be reminded. Unfortunately, by delaying learning about Jesus, they are just prolonging their agony while delaying their happiness, their joy, and their fullness in life. If you don't invite them to your discussion group, you are also delaying all of those wonderful things for them, maybe forever.

	On the other hand, it's important to be open-minded and not prejudge anyone. If you're not sure how someone will respond to your kindness, assume the best, not the worst. If you like, you can give them a book or send them an eBook. Let them know that if they have any questions or would like to learn more, they can ask you.

	If they read the book, they will learn about the discussion groups; and then, if interested, they can ask you about that. It's best not to be too insistent or "pushy". Remember, Christ-centered Christianity exists so people can realize they have the God-given ability to make their own choices in life.

	If they want to participate and share the love, wonderful. Accept them with open arms. On the other hand, they might prefer to serve the Lord privately. Respect that; respect their choice, whatever it is. If they make it clear that they don't want any part of it, then respect that.

	Someone might put the book aside, and a year later they might decide to get into a discussion group. If they're unable to find one locally, they might just start up a group themselves, encouraging other people to become Christ-centered as well.

	

	Solutions

	The sponsor of a group determines the place and time. Beyond that, the sponsor is just another member. Each meeting starts out with the Lord's Prayer and a welcome explaining the purpose of the meeting, which is simply to provide an opportunity for the members to discuss the teachings of Jesus and how to apply them to their lives.

	Then somebody might mention something that they learned recently from reading Jesus' teachings. Somebody else might bring up a personal issue that they're challenged with in their own life or that of somebody close to them. Someone else might share how they applied something they learned to a situation in their life.

	Often people will find solutions themselves just by discussing things in the group. Sometimes, people may express a dilemma, but then somebody else will come up with the answer. It's not always immediate; the answer might be there the next week or later. That's the idea of people helping each other.

	Every issue that comes up is approached by the group with one question: what would Jesus say about that?

	Discussion groups are not therapy groups. People can bring up various problems, but if somebody needs in-depth Christ-centered counseling, then they are encouraged to go to a Christ-centered counselor. In therapy groups people discuss their problems and talk about solutions with a professional counselor. Unlike a psychotherapy group, no one is looking for anybody to solve their problems in a discussion group. All of the solutions come from Jesus and no one else.

	

	Comfort level

	It's important for people in the group not to want to be the center of attention or the one with all t