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Elizabeth Moran
Direct Instruction Lesson Plan

	General Information 

	Lesson Title: “Women’s Rights are Human Rights”  

	Subject(s): English Language Arts

	Grade/Level/Setting: Grade 9 

	Standards and Objectives

	State/National Academic Standard(s): 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1: “Participate effectively in collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly” (Common Core). 

	Learning Objective(s): By the end of the lesson, students will have strengthened their speaking, listening, and academic language skills by participating in a Socratic seminar at least once, while using evidence to support their thoughts.  

	Materials 
	Technology 

	Students will need a printed copy of Hilary Clinton’s speech “Women’s Rights are Human Rights”, as well as a writing utensil/highlighter to take notes. I will need a roster of my students who are present in order to make notes about each student’s contributions to ensure their active participation. 
	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]To keep track of my data collected and provide a baseline for student growth following their first Socratic seminar, I plan to input the data I collected from the student discussion into a spreadsheet to track the participation and growth of students in a digital format such as Google Sheets. 

	Language Demands 

	Vocabulary: Prior to the discussion, I plan to have students define historical context and cultural context before beginning the discussion so that all students understand the framework that I would like them to use for their Socratic discussion. I also plan to address the repetition of the phrase “Human rights are women’s rights. And women’s rights are human rights” (Clinton). 

	Discourse and/or Syntax: The device I plan to introduce to students is the use of repetition as a rhetorical device in Clinton’s speech, such as the repetition of the phrase stated above. I am looking for students to recognize that repetition in this case creates rhythm, makes it persuasive and memorable, and reinforces the main message of the speech. Additionally, I want students to identify the implications that the speech has based on the cultural and historical context happening in 1995 during the speech’s delivery. 

	Instructional Strategies and Learning Tasks 

	
	Anticipatory Set:
(e.g., anticipatory set, schema, purpose of lesson for students, connections to previous learning, definitions of terms reviewed)

	Activity Description/Teacher
	Student Actions

	Teacher will: Introduce Socratic seminars as an opportunity for student leadership in learning and identify the three main goals for today which is to listen closely to others, practice building on each other’s’ ideas using evidence, and to think about how history, culture, and language shape meaning in speeches. I will identify the three main areas of focus for today’s discussion as well which is historical context, cultural significance, and linguistic features such as repetition. 
	Students will: Actively listen to the purpose of today’s lesson and prepare to engage in a respectful, well-executed Socratic seminar based upon the speech that they have read before coming to class. 

	Presentation Procedures for New Information and/or Modeling:
(e.g., term definitions, concepts, processes, and/or approaches)

	Activity Description/Teacher
	Student Actions

	Teacher will: Explicitly remind students of our determined classroom norms and explain the application of these norms in the context of a Socratic seminar—reminding them to emphasize respect, supporting their ideas with evidence, building upon each other’s thoughts whenever possible, and participate at least once during the discussion. I will also explicitly remind students of what ethos, logos, and pathos are so that they can keep these approaches in mind. 
	Students will: Remember the class contract that they created the first week of school which includes the specific behavior that they decided to enforce in the classroom to ensure a safe, supportive environment. Students will also keep these principles in mind as they begin their first Socratic seminar discussion together. 


	Guided Practice:
(e.g., teacher-directed, scaffolding, and check for student understanding, including any questions to ask or anticipate from students)

	Activity Description/Teacher
	Student Actions

	Teacher will: Provide the initial question to begin the Socratic seminar discussion and get students thinking closely about the speech in a way that allows them to attain today’s class objective. I will ask the following question: “What stood out to you most in Hilary Clinton’s speech? Why do you think it was effective during the time and place it occurred?”
	Students will: Ensure that they have their copy of the speech in front of them and that they are actively considering this question and preparing to share their responses with the objectives for today’s discussion in mind.  

	Independent Student Practice:
(e.g., teacher monitored and check for student understanding, including questions to ask or anticipate from students)

	Activity Description/Teacher
	Student Actions

	Teacher will: allow the students to take over the discussion and provide their insight beginning with the initial question; during which part I will note each student’s contributions and keep track of who has and has not participated thus far. From there, I will ask scaffolded questions to ensure all students participate at least once.
To ensure that all students have participated, and encourage students that may be more quiet or reluctant to participate, I have prepared sentence starters/questions to ensure their participation without putting more pressure on them: 
Do you agree with what ____ just said? Can you add on or challenge it with supporting evidence? 
Who can respond to _________’s comment about _______?
	Students will: provide thoughtful, opinionated responses using evidence from the speech to support their findings. If they choose to respond to a peer’s comment, they will do so respectfully and with courtesy—remembering the classroom norms that they have established and reviewed leading into this discussion. 
Students will keep in mind that they are all expected to participate at least once. Additionally, they can use the guided questions from the teacher to count towards their participation for the day. 

	Culminating or Closing Procedure/Activity:
(e.g., review terms, concepts, and/or learning processes; check for student understanding, including any questions to ask or anticipate from students)

	[bookmark: _30j0zll]Activity Description/Teacher
	Student Actions

	Teacher will: praise the students for the positive discussion that they have completed today and ensure that there is room for growth as we progress with our practice of Socratic seminars. Then, I will inform them of today’s oral exit ticket which asks the following: 
“Do you think the message of this speech is still relevant today? If yes, where might this be echoed in our world now?”
	Students will: Volunteer to contribute their ideas verbally based on the exit question I have posed. Each student will provide an answer regardless of the depth of their response—if needed, I will gently prompt to gather more information from their response. 





	

	Assessment 

	Formative
Describe how you will monitor, support, and extend student thinking.

	To carry out formative assessments, I will monitor student participation using a sheet of paper to ensure that all students participate at least once, and I will also note the content of their responses and note any areas of strength/improvement that I can revisit to adjust future instruction. I will also do some real-time formative assessment by asking probing questions to encourage deeper thinking from my students. If there are gaps in understanding, I will note this and try to provide any assistance. Finally, I will provide scaffolded questions to make the discussion more accessible to all students and extend student thinking. 

	Summative
(e.g., quizzes, tests, projects)

	For a summative assessment, I would implement an end-of-unit Socratic seminar in a graded scenario where students are provided a rubric, prepare evidence and talking points ahead of time, and lead the discussion independently with the help of a few scaffolded resources provided prior to the assessment. I would provide them in-class time to analyze the speech, pick out important arguments and supporting evidence, and ask clarifying questions about the expectations and rubric. 
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