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Direct Instruction Lesson Plan 
	General Information 

	Lesson Title: Writing Strong Thesis Statements with Mentor Texts 

	Subject(s): English Language Arts 

	Grade/Level/Setting: Grade 9-10 (adjustable) 

	Prerequisite Skills/Prior Knowledge:
Students should understand the difference between an argument and an opinion. They should also understand and be able to emulate basic essay structure. They should have solid reading comprehension skills, be able to identify claims and evidence, and be comfortable discussing the text collaboratively with peers. 

	Standards and Objectives 

	State/National Academic Standard(s): 
Missouri State Secondary ELA Standards for Grades 6-12: Grade 9-10 Analysis of Craft 
“Evaluate an author's argument, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning” (MDESE 10). 

	Learning Objective(s): 
By the end of the class, students will be able to write a clear, arguable thesis statement in response to a given prompt that includes a claim and two supporting reasons which will be measured by a checklist. 

	Assessment

	Summative
For a summative assessment, students will complete thesis drafts with a clear claim, an arguable stance, and a preview of reasoning which will be scored using a complex rubric which will be provided to them prior to the assignment. 

	Formative
Monitoring will be performed and student learning supported through peer checklists for review to assess thesis strength and promote accountability among writers. Exit tickets will also be implemented where students will have 5 minutes to write a thesis in response to a new, brief prompt. To monitor progress, students will be asked to keep a portfolio of revised theses from different prompts in order to tangibly show growth. 

	Materials 

	
Projector/smartboard for teacher to project mentor text 
Blank notebook paper for students to write 
Highlighter and writing utensil 
Printed copies of mentor text 
Peer review thesis checklist 
Notecards for exit tickets

	Technology 

	
I will integrate technology in this lesson by utilizing the smartboard/projector to display mentor texts for the students to observe during the mini-lesson and guided practice. This makes it accessible to all learners and provides opportunity for modeling and guided practice that would otherwise be hindered. 

	Instructional Strategies and 
Learning Tasks

	High-Leverage Practices for Supporting All Learners

	Warm-Up: 
I will display two short thesis statements from anonymous student writing examples and facilitate a quick discussion with students by asking them to identify which of the two theses is stronger and why. 
	Gifted and Talented learners: 
For gifted and talented learners, I can encourage them to observe the style in the mentor texts—such as tone, word choice, and counterarguments—and mimic those in their own thesis statements. 

	Mentor Text Study: 
I will provide students with a printed handout that contains short excerpt from essays, op-eds, etc. that contain clear thesis statements. We will then read one and highlight the thesis together. We will dissect if the thesis makes a clear claim, if it is arguable, and if it previews reasons to be elaborated on later in the text. 
For analysis of the second mentor text, students will be broken into small groups to complete the exercise 
	ELLs: 
For ELLs and bilingual students, I can provide extra scaffolding such as sentence framers and starters for thesis statements specific. I can also create a word bank for them with critical verbs for thesis writing that also provides translations in their native language to support understanding and confidence 

	Guided Practice:  
Students will be broken into partnerships, where they will be able to provide from 3 provided prompts. Using the mentor text examples and identifying strategies for implementation, they will work together to draft a thesis using similar structure and language. 
	Students with exceptionalities: 
For students with other exceptionalities, I can encourage the use of color-coding to help them decipher between the claim and reasons in the mentor texts’ theses. I can also provide strips of paper that contain various thesis statements and ask them to sort them into “strong” and “weak statements”. 

	Independent Practice: 
Choosing a second prompt, students will work independently to craft their own thesis using the skills they have practiced throughout the lesson thus far. 
After writing their thesis independently, they will swap their statement with their partner and utilize the provided “Thesis Checklist” to evaluate each other’s statements based upon clarity of claim, the arguable nature of the stance, and the preview of reasoning
	

	Conclusion/Exit ticket: 
I will ask a few students to raise their hand and volunteer to share their thesis statements out loud. 
Finally, students will be given an index card and a final prompt on the board which they will be asked to write a thesis statement on in a timed 5-minute formative assessment. 
	






B. Reflect on your lesson planning experience in Part A and describe how you would incorporate aspects of this lesson into future instruction. 

During my lesson planning, I found that the incorporation of mentor texts was particularly effective when trying to teach students to hone in on the skill of writing thesis statements and identifying reasons to support those claims. Mentor texts provide students with concrete models of strong thesis statements and—at the same time—provides an opportunity for them to see thesis statements that are weaker and to understand what qualities separate the two. This makes abstract writing expectations more accessible, and highlights the importance of providing authentic examples, the power of scaffolding and modeling, and the importance of differentiation for all students through MTSS Tier 1 techniques. I found it really enjoyable to create this lesson because I was able to step out of my shoes as an educator and step into the shoes of students—considering what types of evidence-based practices would be beneficial to me if I was in their shoes. In future lesson plans, I could certainly use mentor texts to introduce new writing skills and help students gain exposure to strong examples of writing. I would also implement the gradual shift of responsibility to students through guided practice and then independent practice. Peer feedback opportunities are a fantastic opportunity for students to help understand what effective writing looks and sounds like, and strategies for creating successful work. I would also like to incorporate formative assessments into future instruction because it is vital for monitoring student growth and providing timely feedback to differentiate my further instruction. Particularly, the peer checklist and exit ticket would be applicable to many different standards and objectives. 
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