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ROMANCE
THE FOREST.

CHAPTER 1.

. ] am a man,
Sa weary with dizasters, togp’d with fortune,
at I wonld ser my 1ife onoany clunee,
o meith 1ty dr be rd oot
AMlscmoTit,

HWaney once sordid interest seizes on the
heart, it froczes up the source of every warm
and libernd feoling: it is an enemyalike to virtue
oid to toste—thi it perverts, and tha it annihi-
Intes, The time may come, my friend, when
denth ehall dissolve the siuews of Avarice, and
Justice bo nermitted (o resume her riohts!”

Saely weore the words of the advoeate Nemonrs
to Pierre de la Motte, a5 the lattersiept ot mid-
night inte the enrvinge whick was to bear him far
from Ioris, from bis creditors and the persecution
of the lavse. D¥e ln Alotte ihanked him for this
last Ingtomee of his Lindwess, the nssistance ha
hmd given him in cscape, nod, swhen the carrigge
drove fway, ultered wsad adion! The gloom of
the howr, a4 the peculine exergeney of his cir-
cipestaness, sunl him in silont reverdo,

Whoever kas rentd Guyot de Piteval, the moet
faithful of these wiiters Whe recond the proceed-
fugs fn the Parllamentory Courts of Paris; dur-



L

g THE ROMAXCE OF TIIE TOREET.

ing the seventeonth century, must surely rement-
Ter the striki.n:i story of Plerre do-lg Motte, and
the Marquis Phillipe de Montalts let all spch,
therafare, be informod, thad the person here in-
troduced to their motice was that individual
Pievre do In Matto,

As Madame de la Molle leaned from the conch
window, and gaven last look to thawalls of Poris:
—Paris, the stene of lier former happiness, and
the regilence of many dear friends—the fovtitude
which had till now supported ber, yielded to the
force of grief. Y Farewell allt” sighed she, " this
Iast look—and we are “separated  for ever!™
Teara followed her words, and sinking hack; she
resined herrelf to the stillness of sorrowe.  The
recolleetion of formesr times pressed heavily upon
bier hoart: o fow months before, and cha was sur-
rommdid by friends, fortune, and conseqnence;
now, the was deprived of all, 0 misemble exile
from Der native place, withont home, without
eomfort—alnost without hope. It was not the
léaat of her aflietions that she had been obliged
to quit Parviewithont hidding adico to her only
sen, who was now.on duby with bis regiment in
Germany: and such liad been the precipitancy of
thig removal, that had she even koown whore he
was stationed:she: hod no time to inform him of
it, or of the alteration in his father’s circum-
stances.

Pierre de ln Motte was o pentleman, descended
from an ancient house of France. He wasa man

‘wlose passions often overcame his rensom, and,
‘for a time, silenced his comscicnee; buty though

the imaze of virtde, which Nature bad impresserd
upon his heart, wos sometines:-ahseured by the

passing influence of vice, it was naver wholly ob-

iterated. . With strength of mind sefficient Lo
Liave withstood temptation, ke weould Have Been
8 man; as it twas, he was alwaye 2 weak,
and sometimes'a viclous member of eociety: yot
his mind was active; and his imagination vivid,
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which, cocoperatiop with the ferco of iom,
often dazeled his judgment and :_m'h:luedp?qa;in.pi-
e Thus lie wns o wan, infivin in purpess; and
vishonory in victue: i aoword, his conduct way
suaeted by feeling mather than prineiple; and
lis wvirine, such ps it was, conlid uot stand the
prossure of oecasion,

Early in life he had married Constanee Valen-
fin, 0 bedmtifnl amd elogint woman, attiched to
her family and beloved by them.  Her birth woa
eiunl, her fortune superior to Lis; and thelr gup-
tinks find been celobrated nnder the nuspices of
o approving: and flettering world,  Her hears
wits devoted to La dlotte, ad, for =ome time she
founid in him an affeetionite huskandy Ty, allne-
el Ty the gaieties of Paris, he was soon divoted
to ity Inxnries, and ina few yours Iis fortung 2ud.
aifvction were ally lost it dissipation. A
filse udde had skl operated dgainat bis interesd,
and withhweld lin from Lonourulle ratredt while
it was yet in his power: thie habits which Jie ol
noiquired, encligived him to thie scena of lils fornt-
er pleasure: aid thus b bad continued fn ez-
peusive style of life Gl thy meansof prolonzing
1t wore exhatsted, He at leoglh awoie freun
thids lethangy of sseurily; but it wod enly to

lonae into paw ervor, and o atteupt soliemes
o the roparution of lis fortune, which served to
sl him deeper in destruction. The conse=
guence of o tmosnetion, in which he thes en-
F:gml, now drove bim, with the small wreek of
:‘ullpmpart;*. futo dangorous end iguominicus
TR
e Tt awas Nis desfzn to poss into oup of the South-
pra Provinees, aud there seek, negr the borders
of 1he kingdom, an fsylm in Sgne obserirs vil-
lage, His family consisted of his wife, and twa
freiiful domestios, o man and wonm, who fel-
lowad the fortunes of thelr nmsbor,

The night was dack pod tempestious, and, at
about the distauce of threa leogees from Paris,
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Peter, who now acted as postillion, havivg drove
for some thne over a wild heath where many
ways crossed, stopped, and nequainted De Ta
Motte with his perplexity, The sudden stopping
of the carringe roused the latter foom his reverie,
and filled the whole party with the terror of pur-
suit; he was unable to suEpIy the necessary di-
rection, and the sxtreme darkness made it dau-
porans to pracesd without one.  During this pe-
riod of distress, n light wis perteived at some
distance, and after much deubt and hesitation,
La Motie, in the hope of obinining nssistaues,
alighted and advanced towards ity he proceeded
slowly, fram the ferr of unknown pits, The
light issued from the window of ‘a small and an-
cient lionza, which gtood alone on the heath, at
the distance of half o mile, :

Having reachod the door, he stopped for some
momients, listening in epprehensive anxiety—no
gound was heard but that of the wind, which
swept in hollow gusts over the waste, AL length
e vemtured” to knock, and, having waited some
time, during which he indistinetly henrd geveral
voieos in conversation, some pne within inguired
what he wanted.  Ta Motte answoered, that he
was & traveller whe had lest his \1"&}']. and desived
to be directed to tlie nearvest towi., *"That," said
the person, “is seven miles off, and the road bad
enough; even if yen counld see it; if yon only
want a betl, vor gy have it liere, and Lind bet-
ter slay.”’ 5

The “pitiless peltiog” of the starm, which ab
this time Leal with dnereasing fury wpon La
Motte, inclined him to give up the sttempt of
progeeding farther till day-light; Lut, desirons of
seping the persen with whom he eonversed, be-
fore he ventured {o expose his family by calling
up the earriaze, e asked to be pdmitted,  The
door wak now opened by a tall fguee with o Jigt,
who invited La Motte to enter.  Ho follovwed tie
man tirough o passage inlo a reom almost un-
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furnished, in one corner of which o bed was
sured vpon the Hoor,  The forlory and desolata
napeet of this aparbment made Lo Motte shinnlk
fuveluntardy, and he was tuming to go out when
the muu suddenly pisked him Dok, and he
eard (he door locked. upon limy lis heart fail-
ed, yvet he wede o Jdesperate, thonsh vain effort,
to force e door, ood calted Tomdly for releass,
No answer wane returned; but Le distinguizhed
the voiees of men in thie reom above, aml, not
doubting hnt thelr intention wis to rol and mine-
der b, his neitation at frst pearly overcime
his reasgn, Bf' tise light of soms chinost-ex-
dring embers, be perceived a window; but tho
wope which this discoviery revived, was quickly
lost, when Le fonnd the aperture gnarded by
strong ivom bars.  Sueh proparation for security
suppriseld himo, snd eoufiznted his worst appre-
henstms—Alone, unarmed—beyoud the chunca
of asslstingy, Le saw himeelf I the power of
pernie, whose toade apperently vapine l—murdey
thetr menust—After revolving every possilidity
of eseape, lte endeavoured to await the event
witl furiitude; Lut Lo Motie eoukl hoast of no
such viriua,

The voices had cessed, and all remnined stili
fors guarter of an how, wfmﬂ,h‘:t woen the pauses
of the wind, he thouglic he distinguizhed the gois
and moaning of 8 female; he Bstened attentively,
and beeame confivmed in his confecture; it wis
too evidently tho sccent of diztress. At this
convietion, the vemains of hiy comrase forsools
himy, and o tesrible surmise darted, withy the ra-
Ij:hr;.-ur lightning, neress his biadn, 16 wos pro-

hle l.hllLohi-! earriagy lad been l'lis'mvﬂ'ui[ by
the peaple of the house, whoy with o desizn to
F}nnder, Bbad secwred lus-séreant, and loonghe

frher Modeme de la Motte. lie was the moro
imelined to Leteve this, by (ho stillness which
had, for some tinte, reigied i the henuso; provis
s to the sounds he pow hoavd,  Or it wes pos
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sible that the inlmbitants were nob rolbers, but
gzﬂmﬂ to whom he had been betraved by his
end_or servant, and who were appointed to de-
Jiver him inta the hands of justice. Vel he
hiavdly dared to doubt thie ntegrity of lis fricnd,
who had Leen iutrusfed with the seevet of lis
flight, and the plan of bis route,and had procur-
ed him the earvinge in which he had cscaped.
% Suech deprayity,” exclzimed La Motte, ** canngl
surely oxist in human oature, much less in the
heart of Nemoursl” . e

This ejaculation was intérvupted by o noise in
the passage, lending to the voomi: It appreached
—the deor wasunloclied—und the man who had
admitted La Motte iute the hewse entered, Iead-
ing, or rather foreibily dmpging :ﬂ:m%,ﬂ. beauliful
g;:l, who appeared to be abowt eighiecw,  Her

atiires were bathed in tears, aud she-seenied to
suffer the utmest distress, The man fastened the
lock, and puk the key i his poeket.  He then ad-
vanced to Lo Motte, who before piserved
other persons in the passage, aud polnting apis-
tol to his breast, " You are whally m our power,™
salil he, “mo assistanee can reach youw: if you
wish to save your life, swear thiat yon will convey
this girl where 1 may never see her more; or ra-
thier, consent to take her with you, for your oath
I would not beliove, and I ean tobe care you shnll

1 i me HF?LHL‘“J\-‘I‘.IS'ITH‘ quickly, you have no
tinie to Jose,’ )

He now seized {he trembling hond of the lilﬂ.
who shrunk aghast with terrot, nnd hurried ber
towards Lo Motte, whom surprise still kept silenl
Shié sunk at his foet, and with =supplicating syes,
that stremned with tears, implored him to Lave
E‘:ﬁ' on her. Iotwithstanding his present ngita-

jon, he found it inmpossible to contemplate the
Beauty and distress of the object before liim with
Indifftvencs. Her youth, her apparent mnocenes
—theartles l‘ﬂ('!?'}'ﬂ”mr minnner, forefhly as=nil-
el his Leart, and he was goine to epeals, when
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the tofllan, who saistook the silance of astonizh-
ment for that of hestation, provonted him, “I
hnve o hovse remdy to takio you from Nonge" saiil
Ly tand Lowill divect yon ovier the hoath, !ITJ'DLI
return withiv an hounr you gigs after thee, You
tre nb Hberty to comehere when you please.”

La l[nl:e] witheut answering, raised the lovely
%‘i.rl fuom’ the foor, and was g0 el velieved

ot s own o prehansiuns, thit D had lelsure
to attempt dissipating her's, * Lot us be pono,”
iadrl the roffian, “ and bave 1o more of this pon-
sefise; yoiu may Ahink yoursolf well off it's no
worse, ” Fllgo and get the hovse veady?”

The lust words vaused La Motle, and parplox-
od Bim with new fasrs; be drended to mention
his carringy, lest 1o wmight templ the banditd to
plunder; and to depart oo Lerseback with this
man might praduce p consequence ol more to
be fveaded. Madame Lo Jkotte, wearied witll

+ apprehension, would probably send for e livs-
band to the L.pum,q when oll the former danger
winld be incirred, with the additional evil of
bringz sepurated from his family, and the chanes
of being doteeted by the emizearies of justice in
endenvouring. to recover thiem. - As (hese reflec-
tions pacsed over his mind in tomultuous rapid-
ity & noize was amain heard in the passage, and
uproar and scafie ensued, and in e snme mo-
ment be could distingubsh the voice of his sor-
vant, who had been sent by Madame Lo Maite
insearch of hinm:  Beingnow detormined oo dis-
clos what could not lopg be concealed, e ex-
clafmed alowd, that a horse Was unnocessary;
that he liad n earriaze st some distanes; which
woudidl eonvoy them from the heath, the man,
Wwho was suized, Lalng his servant,

The rniffian, epeaking through the door, bid
hiur be patient nwhile, and ko should Liear more
from lim.  La Motte now turned his eyes upon
his unfortunate companien, who, pale and ex-
hansted, tesned for npport uetisst fhe woil.
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ey features, which were delicately beautiful, had
gained from disiress on expression of coptivating
Eweeiness; she l]mﬁ!

taAn eyo,
Ag whena the bins gky trenbles thre' a cloud
Of parest wiite,'r

A habit of grey chmlet, ‘with short slashed
gloeves, showed, but did not adorn her figuie; it
was thrown open ot te hosom, upon which part
of her hinir bad fallon in disorder, while the hight
yeil bastily thrown on, had, in Lher confusion
Leen suffered to fall baek: Ewvery moment of
Jartlier observation lieightoned the surprise: of
Ln Motte, and interested him more warmly in
her favour. Sugh-elegance and appayont refing-
ment, conivasted with the desolation of the
Lionse, and the savage manners of its inhabitants,
eeemed to him lilke o romanee of imaginetion, 1=
ther than an gcenrrence of peal life, Ho endeas
voured to comfort ber, ond lis-sense of conipns-
gion was too sincere o be misundorstood. Mler
tervor gradually subsided into -gratitude aud
grief. “Ab, Siel" said she,” Heaven has sent
Fow to my velief, aud will surcly reward you for
i‘aur protection: I have wé friend i the world if

do ot find one iv you*.

La Motte acenved fier of his kindnese, when he
wis interrupted by the entrance of the ruffian,
He desived to e condueted (o lis family. © AN
i good time," replied the lutier; 1 have taken
enrve of one¢f them, and will of you, please 5(,
Peter; so be comforted”  These comfortalis
words renewed the terror of La Motte, who now
enrpestly begped to know if his family wera
gafe. 0! ow for that matier they are sale
enough, and yon will be with them presently;
Bt don’t gland parfeving Lere all night. - Do you
clioose 1o po orsteyt you know the conditions™
They now bound Lhe ¢yes of La Motte andd of the

olilig lady, whoit terror had Litherto kept gl
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Ient, and then placed them o two hprses; 8 man
mounted Delind each, and they immediztely
galloped  off,  They had procéeded in this way
near ball an hour, when La Molte ontreated to
know whithor he was geinz: “You will Enow
that bye and bye” said the rufilan, “s0 be at

enog. Findig  intervogatories weelez, La

Totte resumed silence (ill the: horses stopped.
His conduetor then Inlloocd, and being answeresd
by voices at soe distance, in @ fEw maments the
gonund of cartjuge wheels was lieard; and, pre-
feutily after; the words of 8 man direeting Peter
which wey Io drive, As the eniringe approach-
ed, La Motte called, and, to hig inexpressilile joy,
wis asworal by his wife,

¥ Vou are now Levoud the bardoers of the lieath,
andiay go wihich woy you will," said the rufflang
Wif yvoen relmin within an hour, ven will be wel-
comad by o brece of bullera)'  This was o very
unnecezsary cawtion to Lo Motte, whom they
now relensed,.  The young stranger sished deep-
Iy a8 gbe entered the carvinge; awd the moftlans
having bestowed upon Peter some divcetions and
maora threats; waited to see him deive off. They
il 30t wait Tong.

La Motte fimmedistoly cave n shovt relation of
what hed I}m-lw,-d at the house, including an ne=
count of the manner in whicl the young stvan-
ger lad been lntroduced to Lim. Durnng this
narrative, her deep convulsive sighs frequently
drow the attention of Madene La Mette, whose
compassion heenme groduslly interested fn her
hehalf, and whe new cndeavoured to trakquillizs
her spirits,  The wnhappy girl apsweved her
kinGuess in artlesa and simple oxpressions, and
then relapsed fnto tears aned silence. Madame
forbore for the present to sk any anestions timt
might lead ton digeovery of hier connoxious, or
BECIL Lo vequire nn -,:x,u]_.-tlnatiou of the Jate adven
tiire, thiclt now furalshing lier with a now sub
Jott of rolloction, the seuze of ker own misfors
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tunes proseed léss heavily upon her mind, The
distress even of La Motte wis for o while suspen-
ded; he ruminafed on the late seene, aond it ap-
penred lila n visign, or one of those extravagant
fictione that sometimes are exbibited in romance:
he could vedupe it bo no prineiple of probability,
or reiider i comprehonsible by any ctdeavour to

yEe it,  The present elurge, and the chanee
of future- trouble, bigeght upon him by this ads
venture, occasioned some dissatisfction; but the
Leauty and seeming innocence of Adeling, uited
writh the pleadinge of humanity in Ler favonr, and
hie determined to protect hier, ]

The tumult of emotfons which had passed in
the bosem of Adeling, began now to subside;
terror was softened Into anxiety, and despair into
grief. The gympathy so0 evident in the manuers
of ler compauions, partioulavly in o these of
Madame La Motte, soothed her heart, sud en-
courngéd het to hope for better dayvs,

Dizmally ood silently the night ypassed on; for
the minds of the trovellers were too much oecu-
picd by their several sufferingy to ddmit of con-
versation. The dawn, so anxiously watched for,
ot lenath nppeared, aed introduced the strangers
miore fully to ¢ach other, Adelinie derived coni-
fort from the looks of Mudmme Lp Aotte, who
g]-.;zzmd_ frequently nod attentively at her, and
thought she had soldom scen o counlenance sa
interesting, or & form so stviking, 'The lawamor
of sorrow threw o melancholy g!mcl:r upon lier
features, that appealed iminedaately (o the henrt;
atul there was o penctrating sweetness in ey
blite eyes, which indiented an infelligent and
sniable mind, o,

La Motte now looked doxiously from the eoach
window, that he might judge of ks sluation, anid
obseryve whether lie was followed, The ehacuri-
ty of the davn conlined lis views, bub no peredn
appeared. The stn ot length tinted theeastern

uds, and the tops of the liglest bills, ond sqon
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after Bt in full splendout on e seeae. Tha
t “of L. 3lotte began Lo subside, and the
P'le s of Adeline to-goflen, Thoy entered upon 2
ame confinad by high Dakks, and-over-arehed by
troes, on whoaa anchedappoared the ftst green
hids of spring glittoring with dovs, The fraah
breeze of the wovning anmmated the spirits of
Sodeling, whops aniud was delicarels seusiblo to
thio hodutice of Batnie. A she siewed the fpw-

Inxurianee of the turf, and the tender grech
of the troes, or ecpmght betweon thoy openieg
Vanksin glisipae of the varied lasddmpe; vich
with wood, mnd fading into Wloe and distank
mountains] her Hesrt exponded in siomentasy
Jees With Adeline (ho elowese of extornal aa-
e weee heiphtensd by thosa: of novelty: she
Tl seldam gecn the pravdeur of an eXiensvn
prospocks o the magnificenes of awile hopizon
—omibnab ol the pleturesne boeautles of tnone
patifinad seepors,. Her mind had not lost, by
long opraession, fhot elastic energys which re-
siets Caliilny'y olsa, Dwrever suseoptible might
Naawie Bspn hir original thsts, the Leauiiss el wa-
ture would e lanzor: have charmed: lier thvs
en-ilry Bt e {p temporisy roposs.

Tho ol at Jeneth wound dovn e side ol o
hill-nnd La Moette,ozain looking anxionsly fiom
thie window', sav Defore Idm an opon. elizmpalin
ettty theoogl which the road, whollyunshel-
taved frony besrvation, extended nlivagt in & di-
prot line,  The danger ‘of these eircupstonoas-
flarmedd hira, for his fight might, withont ditf-
cults, Le traced for roany lenges, from (e hills
ha was now descending., OF the first [ieazane
that passad, he induired for o rosd samong tho
hitls, but lienvd of nope. La Motte now suiis
Tnto his fornior tervors.  Madame, nobwithetand-
ing her own epprehensions, endeavomved to re-
nssuve Bimd Lut, (ndivg her efforts ineffectosl,
she also/ retived to the contemplntion of hér mis-
Fowtuibos. Often, g thoy went on, il Lo Metto
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ook Back upon the eountry they had paased, and
often did fmagination sugzest to him the sounds
of distant pursuit. _

The (tavelisrs sfopped to bieakfast in a vil-
Inge, where the road was atb length Ohlttlrgd‘::{g’
wonds, vd Lo Motte's snirits again revived,
Aduline nlp?anrml urore trongeil than she had yet
Loen, nnd Lo Motte mow nsked her for an ex-
planation of the:scene e hod witnessed on the

receding night.  The inquiry-renowed all hor
distress, and with tears she entreated for the
yesent to be spared on the subject. Lo Motla
pressed it no farthior, but he obsorved that for the
reeator pavt of the day she zecimed to remembor
it in molancholy and dejection. They now tm-
velled mmong the hills;, ond were therefors in less
danger of obsopvation: but La Meatte avoided the

ent towng, and stopped in obscure gnes no
oiiger than to refresh the horees. About two
hotrs after noon, the rosd wound inte n déepyal-
Iey, watered by o vivalet, al over-hinug with
wood, La Motte ealled to Poter, and onlered
him to drive to a thdckly cmbowered kpof, that
appeared on the left. Heve he alizhted with his
family, and Peter having spread the- provisions
ot the turf, they seated fhewmsclves and partook
of o :'r.;lms!. which, in other eireumstances wonld
have Loean t]lﬂ!lgjll delicions,  Adeline endea-
voured to emile, but the langaor of griel was
niow heighteised Ly indispesition, The violont
peitation of mwind, and futizue of Hedy, which she-
liadd suffored for the lngt twenty-four howrs, had
Ol'f.‘l'fli]‘-l‘(':l.'eﬁ Lievr stpengily, and when La Motte
ledl Dier back te the earviage, hiop whole frame
tremibied with illness; but she uttered no com-
Iul:zhlt. gl having long observed the dejoction of
1er companions, she made a fooble offat to en-
liven thom,

They coutinued to travel thronghout the day
witheul any aceilent or mtevruption, nud aboit
three lours afier gut-set ardved ab hlnm‘ﬂ.’e, £
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small town, where La 'H::ttu debermined to pass
the night. Depose was indesd beeessary to the
whole party, whose pale and hoazgadl looks, ns.
they alighted from the caringe, were but too ob-
viots 10 ppss unobzerved by the péople of the
inw.  Assogn as beds coulid e prepared; Adeline
withdraw to hor - chamber, secompanied b
AMadnme La Moatte, whose concern for the faipe
sttanger wade Ler exert every effurt to-soothe
amd contscle her,  Adeline wept in sileses, fid
taking the hand of Madame, preesed it to her
bosom. These were nol merely tears of prief—
they were mingled with those which flow from
the gratefel heart, swhen wnexpeetedly it mects
with sympathy. Madame La Motte undersiood
theny,  After some momentary €lenee, she po
niveed e nzsuvancdes of kindpess, and entrented
Adeline to confide in ler femdship: bot sha
carefully avoidsd any mention of the saliject
which lnd bofore so mueh affected ler,  Adelina
at Jomgth fmiud words to express her sense of
thig goadness, which she did in 2 manner so 'na-
toral and sincere, that Madanme, fuding herself
much aficeted, took leave of her for the night.

Iu the moraing La JMotte vese at an early hiowr,
impaticnt to be govie,  Every thing wis prepare
for lis depnvture, and the breakfist had been
waiting some time, but Adeline did not appear..
Madame La Aotte went te her elumber, and
found her sunk in oo digtorbed shusbor,  Hep
breat ijng was short and ivregular—she froquent-
Iy stiarted, or _ld_r;hud, and gomotimoes she mutferad
an jneolwerent sentence. While AMadame pazed
with emieern upon bor lonpuid countenance, sha
awoke, and logking np, pave lerhawd to Madamo
La Motte, who found it buming with fever. Sha
Bgd pessed o restless nighnt, anid, ns sho now ots
teinpted to rise, her liead, wivielt boab with e
tensa pain, prew piddy; Lier strength failed, aud
she sanls ik,

damg wits mueh alovinsd, belng al oued cou-
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vineed: that it was impessible she cenld tray
qand that o deloy might prove faial to Clle"r.m*
hand. She went to inform him of the truth, and
his distreszavay he more easily imagined than de-
seribed.  Tlo sow all the inepnvenience and dan-
ger of deldy, yet he eould nob go far divest b
solf of himanity, ns to ahandon Adeline to the
earn, or mther to the neslest of stranpers. Ho
pent fmmadiately for o physieian, whe pronoune-
od her to bem a high fover, and sald; a rameoval
in’ her prezent state must be fatal. La Slolte
pow determined to wait the event, aml enden-
yourad to eslm the transports of terror, whicl,
nt tineew, nesailed hinn  In the mean while, e
1pals qm::h ecautions o his situption admitted
of. passing the gréater part of thie day out'of the
vitlage, i a epot from whenee ha had poview of
Lhe rond farsoma distanoe: vel to bo exposed to
destryetion by the ilness of a givl, wham ha did
not Jmew, and who hed setoally been forded
upan him, woe amisfortane, to which La Motls-
Tk mol philosophy enongli to submit with con-
[osue,

Adeline®s fover continuod by inrease during the
whole day, nnd ot niglit, when the physician tool
i lonve, b told La Motte the event would vory
enom e decided,  Fa Moita recpived thig lint of
Irpr Saneor with real coneern,  The beauty and
innoeenea of Adeline hnd overcoma the disadvan-
trregss circumstiancss unider which she hind been
iniroduced to Tiny, and he now gave less son-
rigleration o the neonvenience she might herg-
after geeasion him, than teo the hope of herre-

COVEET,

Madame La Motte watched over her with len-
der anxiery, and ohsavved, with admiration, her
patient awactnessand mild resionation. Adeline
amyply topaid ligw, thougl sho theught she could
net,  “Young ns 1 oo she would say, “and de-
worted by these wpon whom T have a clahn for
protection, I 'can remember no' counexion to
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make me regret life so mineh as that T hoped ta
form with yon, 111 Live, my conduet will best
expross my scrse of vour goodness—words are
but feeble testimonies.”

The sweetiiess of e mannets 80 mnch abtragt-
el Madame Ta Motte, that sive watelod the crisis.
of hor dizotder with o solictinds which precla-
fed every other interest.  Adeline passad n very
disturbed wight, and wlhen the physician appears
ed in tha morning, he gave orders that ehe
shonld be indulged with whatevey she liked, and
snswered the inguiries. of La Xotte with o frank-
ness {hnt lofy him nothing to hope.

In the menn time, his poatient, nfter drinking
profusely of zome mild Hquids, fell ssleep, in
which she eontinued for several hours; and so
profound was hey reposs, that hor Deeath alute
gave eign of existence. . She awole free from
fover, and with o other disorder thnn weakness,
which in a few days she overeame so well, o8 to
be able to set out with La Mette for B— a vil
Inge out of the gront read, which le thought
it prudent to quit. Theve they passed the fol-
lewing night, and early the next moraing com-
menced their journey upon o wild nnd woody
tract of country, They stopped ahout woon st n
golitany village, where they took refresinments,
il uhmineufdh'ccﬁon: for peesing the vast for-
est of Pountanville, wpon the bordersof which
thiey now weres L Motte wished at first to taloe
2 suide; bt he qr-}:reht-mled mwore evil from the
rlizclosure He 1wight moke of lizroute, than e
Toped for hewefit from sssistavce in the wilds of
thiz unatlivated tract.

La Zlatte now dosizued to pass on to Lyons,
where lie could eithier seek concealment in its
neighbourhoed, o ewbark on the Rhone fos
Geneva, shipuld the emergeney of his circumstan-
cex horeafter vequive him to leave Fronee: It
was ghont teeelve o'clock st noon, and he was ‘de-
sirous to haston feward, thae he might pass the

“n

-
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forest of Fontanville, and reach the town on its
opposite borders, before night-fall. Having de-
posited a fresh stock of provisions in the earriage,
and received such directions as were necessar
ooiicerning the roids, they again sst foroard, an
in n short time entered l‘!l’““- the forest, It wan
now Lhe latter ond of Apeil, nnd the weatlier was
remarkably tompernte aod fine.  The  lalmy
freshiness of the nir, which Lreathed the fiest pura
essence of vegetation, and the gentle warmth of
the sun, whose heams vivified every hwe of na-
ture, and ppeted every floweret of spring, revis
ved Adeline, and inepired her with life and
health. Asshe jnhaled the breeze, her strenath
goomed to retuve, and, a8 ler syes wandered
throvgh the romantic ;ﬁ:nlﬂx that opened into the
forest, her heart was rladdenad with complacent
dalight: but wiren from these objects she turn-
ed her regand upon Monsleur and Moadame La
Motte, to whese tender altentions she owed her
life, and in whosa looks she now read esteom and
kindness, her bosom glowed with sweel affections,
and she pxporienced a foree of gratitade which
might be ealled sublime,

For the remsinder of the doy they continned
to travel, without seeinz n but; or meeting & hu-
wman bBeing. It wa&s mow Dot sun-ssl, fand the
sroupict being elpsed on all sides by the forest,
Ea‘ Motte Tiezon to have spprelhonsions: that his
servant liad mmistaleen the way. The road, ifn
road ft dould be ealled, which siforded only o
slight tract upou the prass, was somistimes over-
run by laxuriant vegetation, amd sometimos gh-
senired by Uie eep shades, and Peleral Jength
stoppeil, wneerinain of the way. La Motte, who
dreqcded being benlzhted in o scene so '(\'“q‘l gl
ablitary e this forest, nid whose apprehénsions
of banditu worg very sirong, ordeced hiw to
proceed ot auy mte, and, if he found oo teack, to
emledvonr to gnin o mere open ot of (he forest.
With thess orders Pelepapnin set forwards; bot
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having proceeded some way, and his views bed
atill confined Ly w_md_}r gla i:s and forest w,
he began to despair of extrieating himsclf, any
stopped for farther orders, The sun wes” now
sety bal, o3 La Motte looked un’cjlmlf' from the
window, he observed upon the vivid glow of the
wesierny lorizon, some durk towers rising from
among the toees at o little distance, aud ordered
Peter to drive towards them. “If they belong
torn monnstery,” sall Le, * wornay prolably gain
admittanes for the night.”

The enrtinge drove nloug under the ghade of
Hmelancholy h:mhs," through which the evens
ing twilight, which yot eoloured the air, difesed
& stlemnity that vilited in theilling sonentions
upon the hearts of the travellers, Expectation
lmLth them silert. The present stene reeplled to
Adetine o remembranee of the late terrifle cir-
oum:!waﬁs, and hot mind respenided but too ea-
sily to the apprehension of new misfortunes,
La Motte alighted ot the foot of n meen Eknoll
where the trees ngnin a!mning to light, rn:r_m:t't_eti
& nearver, Lthough inpa ; view of the edifice,

CHAPTER IL

He appranehed, anid percaived thoe Gothic re-
muing of an ahbey: it stood oa o kind of reide
Fewn, ovirshndowed by high and E{t'rqn':lung fres,
whiell seemed coeval with the butlding, sud dif-
fused o vomantic gloom arpund, The greater
ikt of the pilé avpenred to De sinking into riinsg,
andd that which had withstood the rovaces of
tiine, eliow'ed the rempining foatmes of the fia-
bede woore o fol in deeav. The Jofty batiloments,
thickly envreathed 1'.'ith_irj'.1=m I deinolish-
ed and Tecome the vesidence of Linds of prey.
luge frogyments of the eastern tower, which waa
almost demolished, lay seattered mmid tha Nish
grasz, that waved slowly (o the breege, *Tho
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thistle shools its lonely head; the moss whistled
to the wind,” A Gothic gate; richly crnamented
with fret-worle, which opened inte the main bod:
of the edifice, mt whicl was now obstructed wit
brushwood, remeined entire. Above the vast and
maguifcent portal of this gate arose a window of
the sune order, whose pointed arches siill exhi-
bited fragments of stained glass, once the pride
of motkish devoetion.  La Motie, thinking it
pessihle it mi%ht yet shelter rome human beng,
adveneed to the pate and lifted o massy knocker.
The hollow sounds rung through the empiihess
of the plase. After waiiing o fow minutes, he
forced baek the gate, which was heavy with lron
worl, and eredioed harshly on its hinges.

Ho entered what appenred to bhave been the
chapel of the abbey where the hyma of devotion
had once heen raised; ond the tenr of penitence
had once been shed; -sounds, which counld now
aily be recalled by Imaginntion—tears of peni-
tence, which had been long since fixed in fate.
La Motte pavsed a moment, for he felt a songa-
tion of sublimity rising joto terror—a suspension
of mingled astonizhment pnd awe! he sarveved
the vastness of the place and sy he contenmiplated
its riins, falley bore him back to past ages.
“ALd these walls™ snid he, " where ones super-
siition lurked, and ansterity nntiz{iﬂa!ﬁ! an earth-
]Fd:llrimlnr::. now tremble gver the morial re-
majns of the Deings wha reared them.”!

The deoprening ghoom reminded La Motbe that
hie hed no tinie to lose; bul curimi:}'rmn:ue&
ki to L'xli]m'n fartlier, ol ho abeyved the im:
pulen Aghewalled over the broken pavement,
the sontil of hissters ran in eclioos through the
place and seemed lke the mysterious accents of
the dead, reproving the euﬂ-i'lcgir:nm mortal wha
thus dured to disturh thelr proomets. \

From this chopel he paszed into ke nave of
the great elweh, of which one window, moza
perfect than the vest, opened upon a long vistaof
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the forest, through which was seen the rieh co-
lontieg of evening, melting by imporeeptitls
ﬂf{.’lntmns into the solemn grey of upper aig

ric hills, whoze outlize appeared distinet vpon
tha vivid gow of the horizon, closed the per-
spective, Scevernl of the pillars which lisd once
supported the roof, remained the proud eflizsics
of sinking greatness, ad seemed (o nod ot every
murmur of the blast over the frazments of thosa
that had fallén a little before them, La Motte
gighed. The comparizon betwesn himself and
tho gradution of decay, which these columng ex-
ibiited, was but too ehvious and affecting,
fow years,” said he, “anid T shall heeome Like tho
maortals on whosa reliques I now gaze, and like
theim, too, L may be the subject of meditation to
nsueeecding generation, which shall totter butn
Tittle while over the object they contemplate, cra
they also sink into the dust.”

Ilyﬁliring‘fmm this scene, he walked through the
cloisters, till a door, which vommunicated witla
Infty part of the bulding, ntirneted his curiosity.
He opened this, nnll‘_%mrteh'er.'l, seross the foot of
nstair-cise, nnother door;—hbut now partly eheck=
e by fec{r? il uu“llé‘ by the recollection of the
surprise his i‘.\m&y might feel in his absence, he
returned with hasty stens to his carvinge, having
wasted some of the precious moments ni."twilighr.
and gained no infortiation,

Some slight answer 1o Aadame La Motte's in-
||_1.LiJ‘i4'_71 aud o general divection to Peter to drive
earcfully on, and loak for o road, was all that his
aoxiety wonld permit him to utter, The night
shade fell thick around, which, deepened by the
gloom of the forest, soon miul'ch;ﬂd it dayperous
1o prooeed.. Peter stopped; but La Motte, per-
sisting in his first determination, erdered lum to

o ou, . Petor ventured to rémonsivate, Madame

o Motte entrenteds but Lo 3otte reproved—
commnnded, atd nt longth, vepented; for the
liind wheel risinr uoon the stumm of a0 old tree,
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ywehich the darkness had prevented Peter from
obsarving, the carringe way in an jnstant over-
torned.

The party, 83 may be supposed, wera mnch
ten,-iﬂmﬁ but no ene was materially hart; snd
having diseugaged themselves from thelr perilons
situption, Lo Motte and Teter endeavenred to
raige the carvinge. The extent of this misfor-
tune wis now discovered, for they pereeived that
the wheel was broke,  Their distress was iedson-
abily great, for not only was the coacli diexbled
from proceeding, but it eould not even aflord a
ghelter from the eald devws of the night, it belng
impossible to preserve i4in an uprizht situation,

r o few amoniente” silence, La Motte proposed
that they glould return to the ruins they had
Just quit wlieh I:rr at o very short diston
and passthe night in the mast kabitable poact
thems that, when morning downed, Peter shonld
tale one of the coach horess, and endenvour to
find & voad aud & town, from whenee mesistance
eonld e procured for repairing the earrisge,
Tlits proposal was opposed by Madome Ln Motte,
who:shudderad at the idea of passing so mony
hours: in dhikness in o ploce so forloyn ns the
monastery.  Terrars, wh‘!)ch she neither endea-
voured G0 examiue, or combat, avereame her,
and she told La Motte she hal raiher remain ex-
posed to the unwholesome dew's of night, than
encounter the desalation of ‘the ruins. !}Hl;rﬂu
had at fivst felt an equal réluctance to return to
this =spot; bot having subdued his own feelin
he resalved not Lo yield to those of hig wife,

The horses eing now disengaged from the ear.
tinge, the party moved towards the edifice. As
they provecded,  Peter, who followed them,
stick a light, and they entered the rains by the
Linma of gtieks, whieli he had eollected. Thefw—
tinl gleams throvn neross the fabrie seomed to
makeits desokation more mlemn! while the obsen=
rity of the greater part of the pile beightenad its
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enblimity, and led Saioy on te scones of horror,
Adeline, whe had hithieito remnined silent, now
utterad on exelamation of minzled ndmimtion
md fear. A kind of plensing dread thrilled her
Bosom, ot filled all her eonl. Tenrs siarted to
ok eves—she wiskad, vet feared, to gg on—she
Indngr wpon the g of La Metto, anil looked at
I with o sort of hesitating interrogaiion,

He opened the door of the groat hinll, nnid they
entered: it ¢xtont wos lostin eliom. ™ Lot us
etny hera,” wnid Modame de T Motte, “T will go
ne - farthier  La Motte pointed to the broken
vouf, and s proeceding, whon he vos intetiupts
ed Dyt wncommon not=e, which passed along
thie halls They were all titent—it was t1he gitencs
of terror,  Mndmne La Motte epalie first, Y Let
us quit thisepot ™ eaid ehe, “any ovil is prefers
able to the fecling which now oppreszes me,, Led
o4 retive Instantly""  The otiliness had for sone
time remtined medisturbed, and. Lo Motte,
nehiamed of the fonr he had involontarily Detray-
edl. now thonght it neeessmry to affect o boldn
whicl he did not foel. e, thevofore, oppos
vidienle to the terior of Medome, and insisted
apn procceding,. Thus ca{11;:clIL~d to nequicice,
slic fraversed the ball with trembling  stepa,
They eame to a nariow pesssge, and Petor's
sticka being pearly exhaunsted; they awaited
lere, 1'rhi]e?_m went inseareh of moyo. 3

Thie almost expiving light Hashed {uintly upon
the walls of the |Jﬂ§’.‘_’!§ﬂ. showing the “rocess
more horrible;  Across the holly'the preater part
of which was conecaled fnshadew, the foable vay
spresd a tremulous glewm, exhibiting the chasm
in the voof, while many nameless objocts were
soon imperfectly through the dusk, Adeline,
with o smile, inguired of La Motte, it he believ-
ed in spivits,  The question was ill-timed, for
the present scene improssed He terrors upon Lo
Aptte, and, fu spito of endeavour, lie ol a siper-
gtitlons dioad stealing npont hine. e was now
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perhaps, standing over the ashes of the dend. If
Eﬁunta waere ever permitted to revisit the earth,
this seemed the hour and the plice most snitable
for their appearanee. Lo Motte remained silent.
Adeline-snid, * Were | inclined to soperstition’™
—5he wis interTapted by o returo of the noiso
which hnd been lately hrard: it sounded down
the passage, at whose entrance they stood, and
sunk gradoally nvay. Every hears palpitated,
ond they rmmnioed listewiug in silence, A new
wibject of apprehension’ seized La Motfe—ilo
nwise might proceed from banditti; and De hesis
tated whether it wonld be eafe to proceed,  Detér
now came awith the light: Madaine refused-to
enter the passage—La Motte wos mot mnel in-
clived to ity Lut Peter, in whom curiesity wos
nore prmﬁimt than fear, readily offered. lis
gervices.  La Motte after sume hesitation, suffer-
ed him to En while le awaited ab the entrance
the resull of the examination. The extent of the
passaze soon eoiteealed Peter from view, and {he
echoes of lis foolsteps were lost in o =onnd,
which rushed along the avenns, and became
fainter ond fainter, till it sunl in silsnce. La
Motte now ealled aloud te Peter, tuk no answer
was roturned; at jm:gl!:g they heard the sound of
o distant foot-siep, and Poter soon afler appeared
Dreathless, and pale with femr. '

When he came within hesving of La Motte,
he called out, *An" plenge yvour honovr, I've
done for them, I believe; Lut 1 have hed o hard
bout, I ihought I wos iig!:l:iu_z with the devil.™
—% What are you speaking oft" said La Motte.

*They wers nothing but owls and rooks after
ol continued Peter; “but the light Lrocght
them all about my ears, and they nide such o
confpunded c:'lniv;]u}l‘rg with their wings, that I
thouglit at fivst I lizd been beset with a legion of
devils, But I have drove them all out, Master,
ﬂnd}ym: bave nothing to fenr now,™

The latter pmt of the sentence, intimating a
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‘snepicion of his coirage, Le Jlotte oould lnve
dispensed with, and, to retrieve in some degroo
his repuiation, bo wade o point of procecding
threugh the passize. They now moved on with
;tlacl;llt}'. for, 3. Peter gaid,  they had nothing to
KT

The passszre lod nfo o larps aren, 'on one sile
ol whicl, over a vanze of cloisters, nppedred ths
weat tower, nod o 1ofty part of the edifice; the
ofler side wos open to the woods, Lo Motte led
tha why to u door of the tower, which lie now
%m‘:'ch'ml was the same he had formerly entered;
it be found semao: difficnlty In advaicisg, for tha
aren was overgrovn vith tramibles nud netiles
aned Ehee Tighie, which Petor earvied, afforded ouly
an wpeertnin gleam,  When he uosclosed the
door, lh;-die.-nmﬁ avpect of the ploce revived the
apprehinsions of Madame La Motte, and extort=
il from Adeline nn Iuntu.Lir}' whithor they were
going.  Peter-eld up the lght to.chow the nor-
row gtairenss that wounmd rownd:the tower; but
La Motte, observing the secand door, drow back
the rusty bolts, and entercd a spacious apart-
raent, which, from its style mnd condition, wes
evidently of o wneh Iater date than the oiher
art of the stuetire: though desolate and for-
ovn, it wng very little hmpaired by time: tle
walis wete danp, Lut not decayed; and the
fleg was yet fivn in the windows. ’

They passed o to o suite of-apartments re-
sewhiling the firat they had geen, aud expressed
their surprise at the mcongrueus appeamnce of
this part of the edifee with the monldering walls
Loy luld lefe Uehind. Thess aparlments ecoti-
f!m:tl:d them to 0 winding pastage, that veceived
light snd i through narrow eavities, placed
high fu tiie wall; and was at leugtl eloserl by o
ooy barped with jron, which being with solng
dlmc’ull}' opented, they entercd o vanlied room.
Lo Motte swrveyed it with & serutinizing exve,
oud endeaveurd to eoujecture for whit purpose
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it had been guarded by a door of guch slra'u%th;_
but he eaw hitle within to assist his curiosity,
The room appeared to hate bieen ikl in modern
bimes upen a Gothic plan.  Adeline npproached
o large window fhat formed o kind of recess
rafsod by ane sto&awr the level of the floor;
ghe aheerved Lo Motte that the whole mor
was inkaid with Mosaic worle; which drew from
hin o remark, that the style of this apartment
was not strictly Gethic, He passed on to a door,
which appesred on the tTpoan side 0

apariment, and, unlocking i, found himself in
:hlr:'_g:ea: hall, by whielr he had entered the

rid,

1o now perceived, what the gloom bod before
concenltd, o spiral staivease, which led. to o/ gal-
lory above; and shich, from its present condie
tion, seemed fo have Beon buflt with the more
modern part of the falicic; thouglh this also affeet-
el the Gothic mode of architeoture: Lu Molto
had little ‘Jonbt that these stairs lad to apart-
mente, corresponding with those he hnd pasesd
belaw, and hegitatod whether to explore them;
hitt the entresties of Modame, who wos mueh fa-
tipoed, prevailed with him to defer all frther
examination, After some deliberation, in which
of ke rooms they shonld pass the wight, thoy
dotermingd to retuim to thet which opened from
the tower. -

A five waz kindled on o henrth, whick il s firo-
Babla hnd not for many years hefore piferded the
warmth of hespitality: and Potor hoving spread
the ]t:rnﬁseinu he had brought from the coach, Lo
Motta and his family, encircling the fire, partecl
of a ropast, which hunger and fafjroe deli-
cious. Apprehension gradenlly gave way-lp'con-
fidenee, for they new fonnd themselves in some-
thing like a humen habitation, snd they bad leis
gmre Lo langh at their late terrors; but, ns tho
hiast shook the doors, Adeling sften started, an
threw n fenrful rlanes prounds They continm
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to langh and talk cheerfnily for a time; yet their
merriment was transiend, if not affected; for o
sense of their peeuling fnd distrossed circum-
stanees preseed nnpen thoir recollection, nnd sunk
erch individunl inte Innzuor and pensive sifence.
Adeline felt the forlornness of hor condition with
energy: she reflected wpon the pist with asto-
nighment, and anticipated the futiyre with fear.
Sha found lerself wholly dependent npon st
gers, with no otlior elaim than what distress de-
mands from the commoen sympathy of Kindr
beitigs s sigha swelled hes heart, nnd $he freguent
tear started to her o}]:n: hut shia ehenked it, ere
it Betrnyed on her clieek the sorrow which she
thought it wonld bie ungrateful to reveal. |

La Motte, ot 'lengl'l'l.'broku this meditative &=
lenee, by direciing the fire to He renpwed for the
night, tnd the deor to be-secnred: this scemed a
pectssary precantion, aven in this solitude, and
wad eifoeted Ty means of Inrge stones piled peninst
it; for other fastening there was node. 1t had
frequently ocenrred to La Motte; that this appa-
rently forsaken edifice might be o place of refuge
to banditti, Hove was solitude to conceal them;
and @ wild sl extensive forest to assist their
schemes of ine, and to Egﬂ,llz:, with its Inliy-
rinths, these whomight be bold engugh to attempt
pusuit. Thess aiﬁprﬂ:eesmns, however, lia hid
within his own bosom, saving his companions
fromn & ehare of the uneisiness they eccnsioned.
Feter wna ordered to watell at the deor, nnd,
heving given the five o rausu:lﬁ slir, our desalutp
parly drew round it, il gought in slesp o short
olilivion of care. ;

The night passed o withonl disturbanoe. Ade-
line slept, bat uncasy dreams flected before et
fancy, and she awolke ot an early hour: the. re-
collection of Lier sorrows arese upon her mind,
and vielding to their pressure; hor tems Hlowed
silently and fast, Thut she might indulzs them
without  resteaint, shs went to o window thet
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looked upon an open part of the forest; all was
gloom and silenee; she stood for some time view-
:qul:e shadowy seene, ;
I fivst tendor tints of morning now appeared
on the verge of the horizon, stealing upon the
darlnesa; go pure, =0 fine; =0 othereall it spomed
as if Heaven swwere opening to the view. The dark
mists wore seon to voll off to the west, as the tints
of light grew stronger, deepening the obsemity of
that part of the lemisphiore, and involving the
features of the conntry below; meanwhile,in the
cazt, the hines becamna move vivid, darting a trem-
Wivg Instre far pround, Gll o rl.llj.{l]y glow, which
fired all that pard of the heavens, announced the
rising sun. At first, o small line of inconceaivable
splendour enyerped on the hovizon, which quickly
;ux}-mud:ng. the sun appearad in all his f_:lnry, un=-
vailing the whele face of nature, vivilying every
colonir of the landseape, and sprinkling the dewy
earth with glittering Ught. The low and gontla
responses of birds, nwalened by the morning ray,
naw broke the silence of the honr; their soft
warbling rising by degrees till they swelled the
chorus of universal sladness.  Adsline’s heart
gwelled, too, with gratitude sl adoration.

The seche before her soothed her mind, and
pxnlted her thopghts to the great Author of Na-
ture; shie nitered an inveluntary prayer: * Fa-
ther of good, who made this glovions seena! I res
sign myeelf to thy lands; thon wilt support e
under my ent sorrows; and protect we from
foture avil” )

Thus confiling in the benevolenee. of God, she
wiped the tears from her oyes, whils the sweat
unbon of consciénes and reflection rewarded hor
trngt: and her mind, losing the feelings which
had Iately oppressed it; beécime trawguil nnd
earnpased, I

LaJlolte awoke soon after, and Poetor prepared
to set out on his expedition.  Ax le monnted his
Lorse, AN’ please’ vou, Master,” said he ¥
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think we hnd s good loek no farther for.an
habitation till better times turn up; for nobody
will think of looking for vs heve; and when ono
sees the plice Ly daylight, it's nose so bal, Tng
what o hll]c_]‘:i:.tcltms: up woull make it comfort-
able enough™ Lo Motte made vo reply, but be
thought of Peter's words. During the intervals
of the might, when anxiety had kept him waking,
the gune idea had seeurred to him; coneenliient
was hig only securily, and this place afiveded it
The desolation of the spot was repulsive to his
wishes, but he had only a choice of evila—a forest
with Iii:ert:.r was not o bad home for one wiw had
too umch reason to expect a prison. As he walkod
thiough the npartments, and examingd their eon-
dition more attentively, he perceived they might
ensily be made ]mbit::’ble; nud uow surveying
thewy vnder the eheerfuliess of morning, lisdo-
suev;u strengthened, aud he minsed upon the means
of zecomplishing it, which pothing scomed sa
muech to obstruct af e appevent difiiculty of
procuring food. 5 2
He communicated his thenghts to Madame La
Motte, who felt repugnanee at the selienie. L
Motte, hawever uefdom eonsulted his wile (0l he
had determined how to aet: wod he had already
rezolved to be guided in this afidic by the report
of Pefer. If he eould discover s town in
neighbourhood of the forest, whern provis
and other necessaries could be procor
wankl seek no farther for o place of vest.
In the moepn time, he spent the anxions intér-
val of Peter's absence in examining the roin, gnd
walking over the environs; they were sweetly
romantic, and the loxmdant woods with wlhich
they abounied, scemed to sequester this spot
from the rest of the workl, Fregquently i niatural
vista woull yvield a view of the country, termi-
nated Dy hills, which retiviug in distanee, faded
into_the blue hovizon. A stream, variows and
musical it its course, wound at the foot of the
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lawn, on which stood the abbey; herve it silettly
glided beneath the shades, feeding the flowers

that bloomed on its banks, and diffusing dewy
froghness arovmd: there it-spread in broad ex-
paiise {o-doy, reflecting the sylvan e, ind the

wild degr thab tasted itswaves. La Motte ob-
gerved overy where o profusion of ganie; the
phensanis gearcely flew from his approach, nml
the deer gazed mildly ab him as he passed. They
vere stranmers to man. =y

O s return to the abbioy, La Motte ascendod
thie staivs that led to the tovwer.  About half way
up, 0 door appeared in the woll; it yielded, with-
onl resistanecs, to his hand; but a sudden nolie
within, sceemphnied by a clond of dust, made
hi}n step hack n]:ld ‘;l:f: the ﬁ-u:-i:r. A&tﬁr ik
o faw minules, he ngain opened if, and_perosiv
n laijre voom of the murer;nnda'n building. The
remains of tapestry hong in fatters upon the
walls, which were me (e residence ol hirds
of prey, whose swdden flight on tlje opening of
tha door had hrounght down & quantity of dust,
aml oecnsioned the noise. The windows were
shnttered, and almost witheul glasys but hewas
gurprised to obeérve some remiing of fesiare:
ehnirs, whese fnshion andd eondition bore the date
of their antiquity; & broken table, and en fven
grate-almost consamed by rust,

O the opposite side of the room was a door,
which lod to muotler apartment, proportioned
tilie the first, bub bunge with foras somewhat less
tasterved, In dne cormer stood nosmall Bedstend,
and 7 feyw shotteved chiairs wera pluced rornd
the wallo: La Molte gared with a mixture’ of
vionder and curdosity: “Tis stranghd," eakl lie,
* that these rooms, and these alome, shonld bear
the marks of inhabitation: perhaps some wretch-
el wanderer, like myself, may have lere songht
refuge from a persecnting world; and here, por-
himps, fadd down the load of existenee: perbaps,
tav, I heve followed kis footsteps, but {0 mingle
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nuy dustowith his —1*  He turned suddenly, and
wity about to quit the room, when he peveoived o
disgr near Lhe Lids it epened Into o eloset, swhicl
was:Hghted by ot stanll windoir, and was in tha
wame condition 68 tha apartmedts He had passel,
oxogpt thal B was degtitute evon of the remalns
of furnitnre. As he walked over the foor lie
themeht he folt one part of it shake benearh lis
stops, and oxamining found o Lmp door, Curio-
sty prompted him to explore farther, and with
sone difficulty he opened it; it diselosed a stair-
gaeo which teemingted in darkness. La Motte
descended o fow stefs ot was unwilling Lo frpsd
thie aliyss; and, aftor wonderiug for what Eurp@qsu
it wasiso seeretly-constructed, Tie closad the trip,
and quitted this spite of Kpartoents,

The stairs in the tower above wirs =0 much
decayed, that hiadid not alteipt $o adeend them:
he returned to e hall, and by the Sﬂi'ﬁ.l st
cage, which he had abserved the eveming l:efumE
regchied the gallery, nod found another suite o
&) :..uuimlm antim.?}' wnfornished, very mueh Hio

e below,

-Ha venowod with Madame La Mette s former
eonversation respeeting the abbey, and she oz-
erted all her endeavours 1o dissuade him from lis
papose, aclnowledaing the solitary security of
the spot, Lut plending thot othey places might o
foutd equally well nilapted for conccalatent, awl
more fof cemforl.

Thia La Motte doubted: besides; the forest
abowrded with game witich wonld &t onoe alferd
Bt anmeemont ol food; & clrepmstanee, consi-
derinz Lissmmll stoelk of maoney, by no menns-fo
be ovarloobiod: and he Red sudlorwl Jby mind Lo
dwell somueh upon the seheome, that 16 wis -
coma & favonile e, Adelineg listonad in silent
ffuhw 1 thie disconrss, nnd sraited with impe-

ence the issue of Peters report,

The morning passed, but Peter dil nok relur.
Our solitary pariy took their dinner of the provi-
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gion they had fortunately hronght with (hem, and
afterwards walked forth into the woods, Adeline,
who never suffered any good to pass unnoticed,
beensise it come nttended with ovil, forgot for
awhile the desolntion of the abbay i {he beanty
of the ndjscent seenexy. The plessantness of the
ghades saot hed her heard; and the varied features
of the landscape amused her faney; ske almost
thought she conld e contented to live here. Al-
ready she began to feel an interest in thoe con-
corns of ber compnnions, and for Madame La
Motte she falt mores it was the warm emotion of
gratitnde snd affection.

The afternoon waore away, and they returmed
to thenbhey. Peler wos still nbsent, and his ab.
setcp now bapan fo exeite surprise and appre-
hension.  The approsch of darkness also threw o
gloom upan the hopes of the wanderers: another
night must be passed under the szme forlorn cir-
enmztancas ng the preceding onos and, what wag
still worse, with m-r_-E_f seanty stock of provisions,
The fortituide of Madame La Xotte now entively
forsool: her; and she wept bitlerly. Adeline'y
Beact wng &8 mowrnful as Madame's; bat sho
rallied lier dvoeping spirite, and gave the first
instenes of ler Kindness by endesvonring to re-
vive those of her friend. 3

La Matte wes restless and tineasy, and Jeaving
the abbey, he wnlked alone the way which Peler
hnd taken. He bad not gone far, when he por-
ceived him hetsween the trees leading his horse,
B hat nows, Peter]” linlloosd La Motte.” Poter
cnme on, pasiting for beoath, md said not & word,
till Lt Mntte vepeated the question in'n tone of
eamevwlint move autherity.  “Ab, Dless you,
Biaster!" said he, when he had tolen breath ta
pswey, 1 am glod o see yous 1 thought 1
should never have got baek sgmin; 1've met with
e-world of misfortyies,”

“Wall, vou moy relate them hereafters Jet me
hear whether you have discovered —
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“ Disoovered!” intermupted Pater, “yes, [am
dizcovered with o venpeaneet If vour Honour will
logk: at my nrms, you'il see iow 1 am discoverad,”

% Dizeatowrsd! T snpposa i.'l}'l.] yean,” satd
Motte: “but how come vou in this conditiond ™

wiWhy, TIL tell you bow it was, Sies vour Ho-
nour knaws I leamed o smack of bosing of that
Englishunan that used to.come with his master to
our hovse,™

“3Well, woll—tell me where {-nu hovo bean.”

“1 seavcely know myself, Master; I've Loon
whero 1 pot & sound drubbing, but shen it wasin
your buginess, and go I don’t mind,—But if ever
T meot with that snscal agafni—" i

* Yow seem to like your ficst drubbing so well,
that you want another, and unless you spenk
fivere to the purpeze, vou shiall sson have ons V'

Poter was now frightened fita method, and on-
degvenred to preceed: * When I left the old
ahboy,'" said be, * 1 followed the way you diveet-
ed,; aod turning to the right of that grove of lrees
youder, T lopked this way and that, to see if I
wonld eoo- o House, o o cottage, oF even & man;
Tut not i sond of them wns to bo seon, and so

Jegzed on, nean the value of a leagte, I warmnt,

anil then 1 enmo-to 4 tracks Ohl oli! spve 1, we
have you now ) this will do—paths ean't be made
withont feef. However, T was outin my rechkon-
for the devil a bit of o sevf could I see, and,
after followkig the track this way and that way,
for tho third of o league, 1 lost it, and Dbad to find
out niother,”
“la it Impossible for yvou fo Bpealt to tho
roint ™ gaid Lo Matte: “emit these foolish par-
tienlnrs, and tell whethor yon have meceedod,”
*Wall, then, Master, to Lo shovt, for that's tha
nearest way after all, T wandeyed o long while at
mandom, I did not kagw where, a1l through a foe
rest like this, nnd I took specinl care to note Tiow
the trees stood, that I might find my way hack
4
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At lagt T eamie to” snother path, and wag sure. T
_should find semething now, though I had foun
nothing Lefore, for 1 could mol be misk
twice; s, peeping between the trees, I spiel o
eotinge, and 1 gave my horse a lasl, that esiad-
@l throneh the forest, and 1 was at fhe doorin a
minute. Thoy told me thers was & town aboub
half o leagzue off, and bade me follow the trick
and it would biing me there; so it did: aud my
horse, 1 believe, sinelt the corm in the manger,
Iy tho maie fie went at., T ingwired for a wheel-
wright, and was told there was bul one in the
plaes, and he eould niot be found. T walted and
widted, for 1 knew it was in-vain to think of re-
turning without doing iy buviness.  The manat
last erme home from the country, and 1 told im
Tiow fong 1 had waited; for, snys 1, I o e TS
I vebn to redum withio® nry Dusiness S el

“ o be lessz tedious," sadd Ln Motte, TiF4t iz
in thy natare,” i %

15 in my nobure,” answered Peter, “and if
it WoE more om) uatore, your Honowt shonld
have it all. Would you think I8, Siv, the fellow
Jiad the impudence to axk o lonisdor for menids
ing thoe eanel wheell 1 believe in my conscignee
ha g T wasiu a-hidery, pnd could not Ao vwithont
him. A lonig-d'or! snve I, my Master-shail give
s gnel price; ha sha'n't Le impossd upon hy ro
el rageal az von, Wiherenpen the fellow lonlomd
plum, aud ave me o dense o'the chops: with
thiz, I up with my fist and pove hic anolhor,
and shonld have Leat Lim presently, if anothey
man had wob coma in, and thei Lwus obliged to

v .

“Aand 20 yon ars relurned ns wise ad yom
went! ™

*“Wihy, Master, I hopa: I hovo teo saueli-spirib
to snbmit o n raseal, or' let, von submit to one
either: Lasides, 1 have bought same noils, to try
if T ean't mond the wheal myesli=I Ll always
' hand af-earponlyy” '
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SVl T eommend rour weal in my causs, Lok
ot this oceasion it wis rutler Al-timed. And
what have 3’011 pot in that baaeket?™

“Why, Master, T bethought ma that we conld
-nft;dr:c’tmrn_!.' from: this place till tha carringe was.
ready Lo diaw’ us, and n the mean time, sagys 1,
nolody enn live withont vietoals, g0 1"l e’en lay
ont the little money 1 have; and take a basket
with me,”

“That's the only wice thing yon have dene
vk s nnd this, indeed, redeems vour blundors™

* Why now, Master, it does my hearl good to
hofr yonspeaks 1 knew I was doie for the beat
all the while: bot 1've had & haed job to find my
winy Lack; and here's snothey picea of il luck,
for the horee hins got nothorn in his foot.”

La Motte made inguiries eoncerning the town,
and found it was c:ljpc:blc of supplying him with
provision, andwhat Tittle furmiture was necessary
to render the abbey habitable. This intelligenee
elmost seltled lis pians, and he ordered Poter to
relum en the ﬁ.alfnwing morning and fmiake ins
quiries poneerning the abher, If the answerg
were fnvonrable to his wishes, ko eommissinned
Limt te buy a eorty and boad it with somo: furni-
ture, and fome materials nepozsary for m‘;mrlng
the modern npartiuents. Peter stared: *\Whar,
does vour honour mean fo live herel ™

S Why, snppose 1 da.”? 2

SWhy theén yoarr honour has made n il
Aermination, aceording to my hinti for yout ho-
nor knows 1 said—" -

“¥Well, Peter, it iz ot necessary to repen
whnt you eaid; _pc-rlmps I had determined on 3
eubject hafore.!

“ Egad, master, you're in the right, and I'm
glad of it, for 1 beliove we shall not quickly he
aisturlred bove, exeept by the reols and owle.
Yes, vos—T warmaut Il make ibaplace it fora
king; and as for the fown, ohe may get any thing,.
I'mi snre of thiat; though they thitnk no more
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obout this place than they do about Indid, or
Eazland, or any of these places.'”

They now veached the abbey, where Poter wos:
reeived with Erqan joy: but the hopes of his:
Aistress and Adeline wern mplm]%“'hﬂl they
Iearned that he returped vwitheut baving exe-
cutad his gommission, pnd heard his aceonnt of
the town. La Motte’s orders to Pater were hoard
witiialmest equil concern h{ Madame and Ade-
line: Lot the Iatier conccaled her uneasiness, and
wand all ber efforts to ovencotie that of lier
fricul.  The sweetness of her bébavionr, and the
air of Entisfelion ahe assumed, sénsibly nffeete
HMadams, nl disegvered to her o soures of eom-
fort, wireh she had hitherto overleoked, The
affoetionnle attentions of her young friend pro-
mised 't ednsale her for the wwant of other so-
elety, and her conversstion to enliven the hoonrs
which might otherwise be passed in minfai
resiet.

The olwervations and gemeral behavienr of
Adaline alroody bespoke o pood understanding
and an amiagble beart; but-ghe had yet more=-
she had gonins  She wos now in her nineteenth
»ear: her fouro of the middling size; nnd turned
o the most exquisite proportion; her hair was:
dark auburn, her eves bloe, and whether they
gparitled with intellience, or melted with ten-
dernozs, they were equally attractives hor form
had the sivy lightness of & nymph, and when she
similed, her countennuey might ll’.am‘e heen dmwn
for the yvounger eister of Hebe: the eaptivations
of Tier henuty were heightened by the mace and
simplioity of her mammers, and confirmed by tho
inlringle value of o henrt

* That might be shiln'd in crpstal,
And baveall its movemants seaond”

Annette now kindied the fire for the night:
Pater’s baslet was apened, and supper prepared.
Jindame Lo Sotte was still popsive ond: silent.
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t There is scarcely dny condition so bad, eaid
Adeline, ® but we miay, one time or olther, wish
we lad mob guitted it Honest Peter, whet ho
was Bewildered in the forest, or ind bwo cuemies
to enconiiter instead of one, confesses he wished
himgelf at the abbey. And Iam certain, there is
no sitnation se destitute, but comfort may be ex-
trocted from it.  The blaze of this fire shines vet
more eheerfully from. the cottrasted dveavinees:
of tha places anl this plentifal repast i male
‘ot more delii ions, from the tempoyiry want wa
ave euliercd. Lot us enjoy the geod and forpet

the evil,”

“You speale, wy dear,” replicd Modame Ly
Motte, "1iko ona whose spiits have nol bigem
oflen rilnlumm‘l. by anisfortune {(Adeline sighod),
and whose Lopes are, therefore, vigorons"—
“ Long fuffering,’ said Motte, * lins sulidued
in our minds thit elastic endrpy, which renels
the pressure of evil,aud dances to the ln.-uml! of
Joy. But Lspeak in rhapsody, theugh only from
the vemembranee of such o tiwe, 1 onoe, like
you, Addoline, could extinct comfors from Inest
situaticons.”

#And way now, my desr Sir™ said Aditine:
“'sJ‘;TﬂI helieve it poszible, and you will find o i3

_:‘ Thaifﬂ.!u_-iion is gone—1I ‘ean no longer deesive

iR

» Preddon me; Bivyif T osay, it 15 now enly yon
degeive yourself, by suffering the cloud of soriovw
to tinge every object you look upan.”™

STt may be so sid La Motte, “ It 1ot va
legve the subject.”™

After supper, the doors were secured, ns Le-
fore, for the night, and the wanderers resigned
themeelves to reposs.

U the following morming, Peter agnin set out
for the little town of Auboine, and {he hours of
Lig absence were agam spent by Mndome La
Motte and Adelivg in much anxisty syl fome
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hope; for the intelligénce Lo might bring con-
eerning the alibey winight yet release them from
the plins of La Motte, Towardsthe close of day
Tte vwas deseried coming slowly on; amd the cart
wliich secompanied him, too certninly confirmed
their foars,© He bronght. materials for repairing
the Flm:e, and some furniture,

01 the abbey he gave an nccount, of whish the
flﬂlﬂwillﬁ is the substancoi—It belonged, toge-
tier with a large part of the adjacent forest, to n
noblemuan, who now resided with his family on o
remote estate. He inherited it in right of his
wife, from his father-in-law, who lud cansed the
more modlern apartiients to be erceted, and had
resided in then some parct of every year, for the
purposa2 of sheoting and runting. Tt was veport-
ed, that sone person was, soon after it conie to
the preseut posses=or, Lrought secrélly to the
uhi:eis', and confined u these aparlments; who
o wihiat e was had pever been conjectured, and
what became of him nobody koew,  The report
died ]?l‘ﬂﬂ“:l“]" away, and mﬂmf‘ persons enlively
disbelieved the whele of it Dut Lowever this
affair might bo, certaia it wis, the pregent owner
had visited the abibey only two suminers, since
his succesding to ity and the forniture, afier
sono time, was rémoved.

This cirenmstanes had at first excited surprise,
and various reporis arose in ecnsequence; but it
wis difficelt to know what ought to be helieved.
Awmong the rést, it wassaid, that struge appear-
antes had been observed at the abbey, and un-
common noises hoard; and theugzh this ropord
Lad Been ridieuled by sensible persons; sz the
idle superstition of izuorance, it hod fastened =o
strongly upon ihe minds of the conumon people,
that Tor tm last seventeen  years noae of the
pensantiy had ventured to approach the .
The abliey was now, thercfors, abandoned to

Ay
La Motte ruminated upen {his necount, At
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first, it éalled up unpleasant, fdeas, but they were
gool dismizsed, and considerations more inter-
esting to Lig welfare took place: he congratulated
himself that he had now found a spot, where Le
was not likely to be either discovered or disturk-
ed; yet it conld not escape him that therve wos
a striuge colncidénce between ome part of I'e-
ter’s narrative, and the condition of the cham-
hors: that opened from the tower above stairs
The remains of furniture, of which the other
apartents. were void—the solitary lLed—the
mumber and counexion of the roows, were cie-
ecunstanees that united to confirm his opinion.
This, however, he concenled in his own breast
for he already pereeived that Peter’s account ha

ot assizted in reconeiling his fumily to the ne-
cessity of dwelling nt the abbey, .

But they had only to submit in silence; and
whatever disaprecable apprelension might in-
trude upon them, they nowappeared willlng to
suppress the expression of it.  Peter, indeed, was
exempt from any evil of this kind; he knew no
fear, and his wind was now wholly occupied with
hiz approaching business, Madame La Motte,
with n placid kind of despair, endeavoured to re-
coneile heiself te that, which no effort of undey-
standing conld teach lher to avoid, and which an
indulgence in Jamentation conld only make more
intoleruble.  Indeed, though a sense of the im-
mediate hiconveniences to be endured at the al-
bey, had made her opposs the scheme of Hiving
there, she did not o !li'know how their situn-
tion could be improved by removal: yet hep

houghts often wandered towards FParis, and re-
flected the vetrospect of past times; with the jm-
Qzﬁs of weeping friends left, perhops, for ever.

he affecticiate eht'l-:-nrmenis, of her only son,
whom from the davgeér of his situation pnd the
obscurity of her's, she wmizht vessomobly fear
never to see again, arcce upoen ber wemery, snd
overcome Iier fortitude,—* Why, why wes I re-
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served for this hourt™ would ghe say, *and what
will be my years to comet®”

Adeline had no retrospeet of past delight to
F{w.: empliasiy to present calamity—no weeping
riends—no dear regrettod ohjocts to sharpen the
edpe of gorrow, and throw o sickly hue wpon her
future prospects; she knew not yet tha(pa'n?a of
disappointed hope, or the acuter sting of seliac-
eusition she had no migery, but what patience
vonld assunee, or fortitnda overcome.

At the dawn of the following day Peler arosp
to liis lobour; he procecded with alacrity, and,
in a fow dara. two of the lower apartments were
go mnch altered for the better, that La Motte
began to exult,-and his family to perceive that
their situation would not be so missrable as they
had imagined. The farniture Peter dy
brovght was disposed in these rooms, ono of
which was the vaulted apartment. Madame La
Motte furnished this ss o sitting room, preforing
it for its large Gothic window, thot descended
nlmost to the floor, ndmitting & prospect of the
lawn, and the picturesque scenery of the sur-
rounding woeds,

Peter having retarned to Auboine for o farther
suppiy, all the lower apartments where in g faw
weeks not only habitable, but  comfortalle,
These howover, bein insuffieient for the necom-
modation of the family, a room above stairs was
proepared for Adeline: it was the chamber that
opened immediately from the tower, and she
Hrjuf-:u're-il it to- those beyond, becauss it was losg
distant from the family, and the windows, front-
ing an avenue of t]':i.ah rest, 'nﬁhﬂéﬂf] umc::l]‘u ex-
tensive prospect. ha tapestry, that was decay-
ed, and hung lposely from t]l"svc walls, was now

ted up, and made to look less desolate; and,
though the room had still a solemn as t, from
its spaciounsness, and thenarrowiess of the win-
dows, it wps not nneomfortable.

The firgt night that Adeline retired hither, shie



THE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST. 3

slept Litkle: the solitary air of the place affeefed
her spiriisy the move =6, perhaps, because she
Yind, with frieudly consideration, endeavourad to
support them in the presence of Madame L
Motte. She remembered the surrative of Peter,
several civeumstances of which had imprmeri
her imagination in spite of her renson, and sho
found it diffieult wholly to subdug apprehension.
At ona thng, terror so stropgly seixsl her mind,
that she had even opened the door with an in-
tentivig of calliug Madasme Lo Motte: buot, Hstens
s fot o soment on the staivs of the tower, every
thing septved still; at length, ghie beard the ¥oico
of L Motie spenkiog cheecfully, snd the abaurd-
ity of her fears struck her fﬂrL‘iLl.[‘i she Llushed
that she had for o moment sebmitted to them,
ﬁml }ﬁflmncft to her chomber, wondsring at
arsell,

CHAPTER IIL

La Morrearanged lis Hitle plan of living,  His
mornings were nsually spent in shiooting, oy fich-
o, o the dinmer, thus provided by his idus-
try, he relished with o keener appetite thon hod
ever pttended Lim nt the luxurious talles of
Farfa, The afternoons he pagsed with his family:
sometimes e would seleet o book Trom the fiew
he had Grought with him, and endeavour te fix
his attention to the words Lis lips repeated:—hnt
Lis miitid puffersd little abstraction from its own
eires, and the sentiment he pronounesd lefi no
froce hehind it.  Somedimes he convemsed, hut
aftener gat in gloomy silence, uwsing upan the
past, ar anticipating the future.

At these moments, Adeline, with o sweetness
‘almost frresizstible, endenvoured to enliven lis
spirits, and to withdraw him from himself,  Sel-
. dom she suceceded, but when she did, the grate-
ful looks of Madame La Motte; and the heusve-
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leat forlings of her own boson, roalized the
chesrfulness ehe had at fivst only nssumed. “Ade-
line's mind hind the happy art, or poerhaps it were
moge just tosny; the happy natore, of necommnio-
daling itsell to fer situntion, Her prisent con-
dition, {lough forlorn, was uot devoid of comfart,
nnd this comfort was confivired by her virlues,
Bo much shs wop upon the sffsctions of her pro-
tectors, that Madame La JMotte loved her as her
child; and La Motte himself, though a man Titile
suseeptible of tenderress, could not be ipgensible
te her solivitudes. Whenever he relazed from
the sullenness of misery, it wosat the influence
of Adeling, - X

Peter w!gulurl{' Lrought n weekly enpply. of
provisions from Aubeine, and, on those cecasions,
always guitted the tovwn by a vonte confrary £0
that Jeading to the abher. Several ‘weeks liav-
ing passad withont molestation, La Mottoe dismiiss-
ed all apprehension of pursuit;and at Tength be-
came Lolerably reconeiled o the complexion of
his ciroumstances. As habit and cffort strengih-
ened the fortitude of Madame La Motte, the fon-
tures of misfortune appeared to soften.  The for-
est, which at first geemed 1o her o frightful soli-
tude, hiad lost its tervifle aspect; and that edifice,
whose haif-demolislisd walls, and gloomy deeala-
tiow, had struek her mind with the forte of me-
laneholyand dizany, was now belield asa domes-
tic asvlum, sud o sife refuge from the storms of
powar,

She was a sensible and hicghly accomplished
womnan, ond it became her chief delicht to form
the rising graces of Adeline, who had, as hos
heen already shown, a sweetnoss of disposition,
which wade her n}uiuk to rephy lustmetion with
impravement, and indulgence with leve, Never
waos Adeline 6 pleased as whei she anticipated
her wishes, aod never so diligent az when she
waz eniployed in her Lusinesss The Httle affairs
of the lovsehold she overlooked and minoged
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with such admiratile exoctnoss, thet Modame Ta
Motte bad neither anxiety, tor care, concerning
them. Apd Adelize formiod for hevself do this
barren situction many amugements, thet occ-
sionelly banished the remembrance of her mis-
fortiuncs, La Motte's boolis were her chief con-
solation. With one of these she would frequent-
Iy rainble into the forest, to where the river
winding throngh o glade, diffused coolness, aud
with its murmuring accets invited repose: there
sl would seat herself, and vesigned to the illu-
sions of the page, pass many hours in olblivion of
BOTTOW,

Madame: La Motte had freguontly: expressed
euriosity coneerning the events of Adeling's life;
and by what eivenmstanees she bad Leen thiown
inte o siustion e perilows ead mysterions as
that in which La Motte bad found her.  Adeline
had given o briel account of the manner in
which she had been Drought thither, but had
always with tears cntreated to be spared for thet
time fiom & pardiculor relation of her hisiory.
Her spiritz were not then equal to retrospection;
but now that they were suothed by quiet, il
streugthened by confidence, she one day guve
Madame En Motte the following nerration:

———

“T am the only child,” said Adeling, *of Louis
da 58 Pierre, o chevadier of reputalle family
but of small f’orh-.nc-., wlio for many yvears veside
at Poris.  OFf my mother I have o faint rentem-
birazee; I lost hor when I wos only seven years
old, snd this wis my first misforione, At hee
death wy father gave up house-Leeping, board-
ed me in o colivent, and quitted Yans, Thues
wins I, ot this early period of my life, abandoned
to strangers. My father came sometimes te
Paris; hLe then visited me, and I well remiembes
the grief T used to feel when Le bode me fare-
wall, O hese occpsions, which wrmng by
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heart with grief, he appeared unmoved ; so that
1 often thoughit fe Dt liele tenderness for me.
But he was my father, and the ooly person to
wham 1 could Jook up for protection and love,

“In this convent 1 continued till T was twelva
vears ol A thousand times I had entreated
my father to take e Lome; but at first motives
of prudence, and afterwirds of avarice, prevent=
ed him, I wos now removed from this convent,
aid p in another, where I leproped my fa-
ther imtended I should take the veil. I will not
attempt to express my surprise and griel on this
cecsion. Too long 1hod been imunured in the
walls of a cloister, and too much had T seen of
e sullen misery of its viotaries, not to feel hor-
rov and disgost ot the prospect of being ndded to
their umber,

“The Lndy Abbiess was a woman of 1igid de.
corum and eevere devolion; exact in the obzery-
ance of every detnil of formy, and nover forgave
an offence agalnst ¢ercmony. It was her me-
thel, when-ghie wanted to make converts to ler
aridor, to denounee and terrify rather than to per-
gupde and allure,  Her's wers the nris of enining:
practized upon fear, not these of sephistication
upon renson.  She employed nmmberless stmla-
goms to gain ma to ber purpose, and théy all were
the complesion of her choracter, But in tho
life to which she would have deveted me, T saw
too many forms of real terror, to be overcome by
the juflucnce of her ideal hest, ond was resolute
in refecting the weil. Here I passed several
years of mistrable resistance npgainst ¢ruelty and
spperstition. My futher 1 seldom saw; when 1
did, T entregted bim to plter my destingtion, ba:
he oljected thab his fortune was insuflficient to
suppart me i the warld, and ot length degdune-
Egl. VENLSEARCE 0N my head if I persisted ja disobe-

b Tl Y

“You, my dear Madune, can form little idea of
the wretchedness of my situilion, condeinnsd to
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perpetnal imprisgrment, and  imprisennent of
the most dreadfal Lind, o to the vongoanee of n
father, from whom I had no appeal. My vesoln-
tion relaxed—for some time I pansed upon the
chodee of evils—bub at lepgth the Listroers of o
monnsticlife tose so fully to my view, that forti-
tude pave wiy before them, Excluded from the
eheorful intercourdn of sociely—fiam the 111123-
sant view of nature—almoest from the lisht of
day—condemned to-silengs, rigid formality, nh-
stinenee, and pe::num—-qunéenmcrl to foreco the
delights of & world, which hnagination painted in
the gryest and most alluring colours, and wlicso
Ies were, perliaps, not the less eaptivating be-
cause they wers unﬁ_v idenlj—such was the state
to which I was destined.,  Again my resolu-
Eion was invigorated: my father's eruelty subdu-
ed tenderness, and roused indignation.—Singe Lo
can forget, said I, the affection of o parent, and
condemn Dis child without remorse to wretched-
ness and despair—the bond of filial and pavental
dnty no longer snbsists: between tg=—=he has him-
self dissolved it, and I will yet strugele for liber-
v ol life.

“ Findling me unmoved by menace, the Lady
Abbess Lind now recourse to more zubtle mea-
euress she condeseended to smile, and oven to
fatter; but her's was the distorted smile of cun-
fing, not the gracions emblem of kindness; it
E:'m‘u_!:ed disgust, instead of inspiring nffection.
She painted the character of o vestal in tho most
beautiful tints of art—its holy innocence—its
mild dignity—its sublime devotion. I sizhed as
slie spolie,  This she rr.ﬁm'dnd ng o favonrable
symptom, and proceeded on her picture with
more animation. Ehe doseribed tho Sorenily of
o monastic life, #s secority filom the seductive
chiarms, restiss gminm. and sorrowiul viekss-
tudes of the world—the rapturous delizhis of re-
]1__3:;11 r.r:Lt]l the sweat reciprocal affection of the
sisterhood.
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S0 highly she finished the plece, that the
Iurking liees of cunning would, to nn inoxpe-
vieneed eye, have escaned ddptection,  Mine wag
tong -_5|:|.rmwl{1ltg.- informed.  Too often had 1 wit-
wersind the weeret {oar and borsting sieli of vain
regred, the eallen pinings of discontent, and ‘the
mnte angnigh of despair. My silence and my
manner seeired Lior of my incrednlity, and it was
with difienlty thatshe preserved n docent com-

=,

“ My father, as may be inmsgined, wos lli?’tlr
ineenszad b my persevernnee, which be callod oli-
stinaey; Dat, what will not be so eqsily belisved,
lie-soon after relented, and appointed a doy to
take mie fromt the convent, 00 qudge of myfeel-
ings when 1 reccived thiz intefligence! The joyib
oceasioned nwalkened all my pratitude; T o
the former crnelty of my futher, and that e
prezent indulzence wis less the effect oF his Kind-
ness fling of my resslotion. T wept that I could
nob- indilge his every wish.

# What daxs of blissful expeciation wers thoss
that preceded my departore]  The world [rom
which I had heen hitherto secluded—the world,
in which ma fancy bad been £o olien delighted o
roam—whote paths were strewn with fadeless
rozeg—whoze every seesesntiled in heanty and in-
viled to delisht—where all the peaple wern good
ani gll the good happy—Ah!_then that world
was bursting upen my view.  Let me eateh the
raptorous remembranes before it vanish! It 1a
like the passing lights of nutumn, that gleam fora
mament on-a kil ad then leave it to darknes.
I connted the davs and hours that withheld moe
from: this faivy tnd, Tt was in the eouvent enly
that peapls were decei ful and ernel: it waz thera
anly that misery dwelt, 1 avas quitting it alf!
Heaw pitied the poor nung that were to Be left
Beliind! 1 wonld have given half that world I
prited g0 much, had it been subne, to have taken

them ozt witli me,
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5Tl Jongawished for doie ol Taet Sveivad. "M
Tather camee, anul fov o modnent my joy wis |os
i the sorvew of hiddimg farewall oy ypoor
companions, for when 1 hoid vever Gt sueh
warmth of kinducss ms ot this hminnt, . I was
goon bayond the gates of tho eonvent. T looked
arpnd me, and viewed the vast vanlt of heaven
no louser Tounded by monastic wealls, and the
green envtl extended in B and dale to the
round verge of the horizon! My heart danged
with delight, tears swoelled 10 iy oyes, and for
some moments [ was wabls fo spenk. My
thouwghts nrose to Heaven in sentiments of grati-
tude la the Giver of all pood!

BAL length, T turned (o my felher: CDenr Sir,
eid | ‘how T thank: youn for my delivemince, and
Tioee 1 wisi 1 eould do exery thing to obiipe rou

L3 Fetrrn, then, to your eonveat,” =aid he, in a
harsh aceent. I shuddared:’ his Jook and man-
nor jovred the tone of my feelings; theyvstruels
digeond npon my heart, which lad before ro-
spoided anly to ﬁnmwn;r. Tha ardonr of joy was:
in n moment pepressad, anid eyory objeot fronmd
me was saddened with the ploon: of -1E%a1-pbint-
meat,  1b was not thiat T suspebled my Sithor
would take meboel to the eonvoud; tmt that his
foelings geoiped s vory dissonant to the joy snd
erafitode, which © had but aomaemend belasn falg
fnd expressed to hime—Pardon, Madame & vele-
tinn of (hedo trivial ciionmstoness; theauiong vie
cizsitudes of feeling which they hinprossed wpon
vy Beart, mnka me think them impostant, when
ey v, perhaps, only disgusting,”

W ey wy dear,” salil Madame Le atip,
#{hoy ave interesting to mei they illusirate Lt
tradtg of chardeter which 1 love to obswerve, Yon
ava wortliy of ‘all iy regivds, and from this nes
ment T mve my tendevest pity 1o Your 1nisie
tnes, and v afiection to your gaodness,’

Theso wards melted the heart of Adelina: =he:
Kigged tho hand which Madome Leld o, andre-
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mained a few minutes silent. At length she said,
o Mnly I deserve this goodnesst and may T ever
e thankful to God, who, in giving me snch &
frietid, lias raised me to comfort and hope

“ My father's house was situated a feve Iea?:u
on the other side of Pariy, and in cur way toit
we pasted through that efty,  What a novel
seenel  Where were now the solemn faces, the
demure manners I lad been accustomad to geein
the eonvent!  Every countenance was herg nunj-
mated, either by husiness’or pleasure: every step
ke piry, o every smile was gay, Al the peo-
1.!{* appenred Tike friends; they Jooked and smi-
el at mei I smiled szain, and wished to have
told them lew pleased T was, How delightfal,
snid 1",. to live surrounded by fiends!

“What erowded streets] What magnificant
Hiotels] What splendid equipdges! I seaveely
observed that the streets were nareow, or the
wiy dangergus. What ustle, what tomult, what
defight! T eould never be sufticiently thankful
that I‘E’r&s removed from the c:.-g\*c;uh A hn I
wagd going 1o expreas my gratitude to my tather,
Tt E?a]gnks !orﬁad,e mie, and T wassilent. Tam
teo diffuge: even the faint forms which memory
reflects of pessed delipht are gratefnl to ‘the
heart. The shadow of pleasure 3 still pnzed
upon with g welancholy enjoyment, thuug%ﬁhe
eubstauce i3 fled bevond our reach.

% Having quitted Paris, which I left with many
gichs, and pazed upon till the towers of every
chureh dissolved in distance from my views: we
etitered upon o gloomy and unfrequented road.
1t wis r:'-'eniug when we reached o wild heaths
I looked round in senrch of n human dwelling,
bat could And none; and vot achuman being waa
to he seen. 1 experienced something of what I
used to feel in the convent; my lieart had nob
been g0 sad sinee T left it OFf my father, who
&1l gal i silence, I inguired if wio were near
home; be haswered in the affrmative, Night
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eatie on, however, before we reachied the place
of our destination: it was a lone house on Lo
wnste; but I necd not deseribe it to you, Madnme,
When the enrringe stopped, two men nppeared
ot the docr, and nesisted vs to alight; eo gloomy
were their countennnces, and so few thei wonls,
I almest fascied mysell ngnin i the eonvent.
Certein it 35, 1 bad vot-scen Such melancholy
faces_siuce I quitted it, Is this n rt of the
warld I have so fondly contemplated! said I.

% The interior appearanee of the fipuse was de-
solate and mean; 1 whas surprised thut my father
b chosen such n place for his habitation, and
flzo that ne wonan was to be seen; but I knew
that Mquiry would only produce reproef, nmd
was therefore silent. At supper, the two men I
liad before seen sab down with us; they sand
litie, but gecemed to observe me mucl: 1 was
confosed and displensed, which my father no-
ticing, frovwned at them with o look, wlich eon-
viueed me hie meant more than 1 comprelended.
When the eloth was dravwn, my father took my
hand, and conducted me to the deor of my cham-
ber: having set down the candle;, and wished
I:I:lc good u%‘m. hé left me to my own solitary
thouzlits,

u How different were they from {hese T had
fudulged o few hours before! then expectation,
bope, delight, doneed before me; now melan-
choly and ﬂis_.upﬁnh:ﬂnnm chilledd the arlour of
mg' mind, aml: dizcoloured my fulbwe prospect.
The wppearades of every thing around conduecd
to depress me. On the floor lay o small bed
without eurtaies or hangings s twe old ehairs and
it table were all the remaining finniture in the
room. I went fo the window with an intention
of looking out upen the surrosmding scene, aud
found it was grated, 1 wos shocked bt (ds ele-
cumstance; and, comparing it with the lonely si-
tuation, andd the strange nppeatance of the houss,

4
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togzether with the countenaness and bahaviour of
the men who had supped sith ug, 1 was lost in o
Inlyeinth of conjecture. '

At length I lay down Lo sleeps it the anxialy
of my mind prevented repose; gloomy, unpleas-
ing images flitted before my fancy, and I fell into
a sord of waking drenm: I'thought that I was in
a lonely forest with iy father; his locks wers
geviere, and his gestures menacing: he upbraaded
me for Jeaving the convent, pad while he spoke
drow from his pocket a mirroe, which he held
before my face; I looked in fe nnd saw, (mﬁ
blood now thrills as 1 vepeat ity 1 saw myse
wonnded, and bleeding p;'?fllsely+ "lren I thought
myself in the house ngain: nud saddenly heard
thesa worils, in noconts 2o distinet, that for soiye
time after I aweke I eould searcely believa thom
;l!enl.—‘ Depart this house, destruction hovers

wre,

* 1 wos pwakened by a footstep on the stairs;
it war my father reliving to lis chamber; tho
lzteness of the houy surprised wie, for it was phst
midnight,

“ On the following moining, the party of the
preceding evening nssembled ot brenldfact, and
were a8 gloomy and silent as before.. The table
wag spread by-a boy of my father’s; but the coolk
anld the honse-meid, whstever they wmight be,
were invisible,

“The pext morning 1 was m_n-pﬁ.-«,::l.i on -at=
temipting toleave my chamber, to find the door
Toeloed s T waited o considerable time before I
ventured to eally when [ did no ansser was re-
turned: T then went to the window, and called
more lowlly: bub my own veize wis still the
ouly somul [ heard,  Nenr an hour I passed in o
state of surprige and terror not (o bedeserilied;
ot length, I lened o person coming up stadirg, and
I reneweid the call; I was answered, thot my
father had that morning set off for Paris, whenece
he would return in o few days; in the meanwhile
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ha hind ordered me to be condined in miy cham-
ber.  On Wy expressing sprprise poud m“ime!n-n-
elon ot this cirenmstance, I wae pssurcd 1 Dol
nothing to fear, and thnt I ehould live os well as
if I wore at liberty.

“ The Intter port of this speech seemed to eon-
tain o odd kind of comfort} I made little reply,
but- submitted to necessity. Once more 1 wasy
abnndoned tesorrowinl reflection; what o day
was the dne 1 now passed—alone and neitated
with grief and apprebendion! I endeavonrod to
gonjecture the cavse of this harsh trentments
and at length cpucriuied it was designed by m?r
futher, fs a punishment for my former disobedi-
enee, But why abandon me to the power of
strangers, 1o men, whose econnidénavees bore tha
staimp of villany =0 strongly as to impress even
iy inexperienced mind with terror! surmise in-
volved me.only decper in perplexity, yet 1 fonnid
it impozsible to forbear pursuing fiie suljoets
and t?.e day was divided hetween lnmentation
amnd m:?'ec@urm Night at length came; and such
anight! Darkmess broight new terrers: 1 look=
ed round the chaniber for some means of nsten-
ing wy deor on the inside, but could perceive
none; ot last, Ieonirived to place the lack of o
chuir i o obligue dircetiongso a5 to rénder is

BOCUTE.
1 had seareely done this, and Iaid dovn upon
bed in my elothes, not to sleep, bt to watel,
when I hemtd n rap at the door of the howse,
which wasopened anid shut =o quickly, that the
person who had knocked seemed only to deliver
o letter or message, Soon after, 1 heard voices
at intervals in a room below sigire, sometimes
spenking very low, and sometimes rizing nlto-
gother, ng it i dispute.  Something more excn-
salle than euriosity made me endeavonr to dis-
tinguish what was sabl, but in volng new and
then o word or twa veachied me, and onee 1 heard
my pame repested, but no more,
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 Thug passzed the heurs fill midnight, when all
became still. I had lain for seme thme inoa stato
hetwioen femr and hope, when I lieand the lock of
my door gently moved backward and forward; T
started up and lstened: for o moiment it wag
still, then the nolse retwmed, and I heard a
whizpering without; my spirits died away, but
I wae yob sensible. i’mnnl]y on effort was mada
at the door, as if to foree ity T ehvigked alou
and immedintely heard the voices of the men
Dind seen at my father’s takle: they called loudly
for: the deor to be apened, and on my retwrning
no answer, utbered dreadful execrations. I hn
Just streigth sufficient to move to the window,
m the despernte hope of eseaping thence; Lut
iy foeble eiforts eould not even shake the bors,
(1 how can I recolicet these moments of horror,
mil be sufliciently thankful that I am now in
gafetv and comfort |

“They remained some time at tha door, then
they quitted it, and werd down stairs,  How my

eart vevived at every step of their departure!
1 fell upon my knees; thanked God that he had
preserved me this fime, aml implered his farther
yrotection. I wasrising from this shert prayer,
wlen saddenly T heard o noise in o diferent pare
of the room, and on looking round, I perestved
ihe door of 2 small closst open, and two men
enter the chomber.

B They geiged me, and Isenkeenselest in their
arms; lhow long 1 vemiived in this condition I
know nets bur, on reviving, 1 perceived myzelf
apnin alone, and heard several voiees fiom below
sthives 1 hadd presesee of mind to run to the door
of the closet, my only clhance of escape; but'it
wos hoeked! T then resollected it wos possible,
that the ruifans might have fergot to twm the
ey of the chamber-door, whieh was held by the
chair; but heve, also, T was disappointed. 1
einsped ey hands in-an agony of d’:mpair. nud
Etoud for come time immovealle.
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¥ A violent noise from below roused me, and
‘soon after 1 heard people nseonding thestpirs: I
now gave mysell up for lost. The steps op=
iroached, the deor of the closet was ngain un-
ocked. I stood enlmly, and again saw the men
enter the ehivmber; I neither spoke, or resisted:
the fuculties of mgr conl were 1‘T'E'l.‘lll$,'{1t up beyond
the power of feeling; as o violenut blew on the
body siuns for o \n-hﬁe the sensa of paln. They
led me down stairs; the door of a room below
wis thrown open, and I beheld o straogers it was
then that my gensés returned; I shroked, and
resistad, but was forced :nlmig‘.l It Isnunecessary
to say that this stranzer was Mopsieur La Motte,
or to ndid, that I shall for ever bless him as my
deliverer,”

¥

Adeline ceased to speak; Madame La Moite '

remained silent. There were some circumstances
in Adeline’s narrative which radsed all her cori-
osity. She asked if Adeling believod her father
ta Be a party in this mysterious affair.  Adelin
though it was impossible to doubt that he ha
Dean principally and materially concerned in
some part of it, thought, or said shie thought, ha
was innocent of any futention against her life,
8 Yet, what motive,” said Madame La Motte,
% gould there be for a degree of cruclty so appa-
rently unprofitablel™ Here the inguiry ead-
edy and Adeling confoesed she bad pursoed it,
till hier mind shrunk from all farther researeh.

The sympathy which sueh uncommon misfors
times excited, Madame La Motte now expressed
withouwt reserve; and this expression of it
sirengiboned the bond of mmtun] ficndship.
Adelne fole her spirits relieved by the disclosore
she had made to Madame La Motte; and the
Intter acknowledged the value of the confidence,
by an inerease of affectionate atlentions.
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CHAPTER TV.

Lix Mortr hod now passed above o month in
this seclusions and his wife had the pleasure to
gen him recover tranquillity, aod even eheerful-
ness.  In this pletsyre Adeline warmly partici=
vatedd s nned she izht _iqslly have. cmfrntuinieﬂ

arsell; as one cnnzs of his restorntion ; lierchoer-
fulness and delicate attention hpd pffectod what
Madame La Motte's greater anxiety had failed to
accomplish. - La Motte did not seem rogardless
of her wmiable disposition, and sometimes thanlk-
ed her in g manies moke earnest than was wsual
with hing.  She, in her turn, considered him ns
her only pratector, and now folt towards him the
affection of a danghter, . E

The time she had spent in this peaceful retive-
ment bad softendd the remembrance of  past
events, and restored her mind to its natural tone;
and when memory hrought back to her view hoxy
former short and vomautio expeetgtions of Lappi=
ness, though she gave a sigh to the mplurous
ifliston, she léss Tameuted the disappointment,
than rejoiced in hor presant seenrity and cowfort.

ity the eatisfaction which La Motie's: choer-
fulness diffused around him was of short continu-
ance; he bheeame siddenly gloomy and reserved;
the society of his family was no lotger gm!eh'l.i
to him; ond bewould spend whele hiours iu tha
most secluded paris of the forest, devoted to me-
Inncholy and secret griel 1o did not, ng for-
merly, imdnlge the wvmouor of his sadness, with-
put-restrnint, in the presence of ofhiers; he now
cvidently endeavoured to coneeal if, and affected
a cheerfulness tlat was too artificial to escaps
deteotion,

His servant Peter, cither impelled by euriosity
or kindness, sométimes followed him, wngeen,
inle the forest, He ebserved him fregusntly
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retire to one particular epot, in a rentote part,
which having mined, he a’-Ewu}'s disappeared;
before Peter, whe wias olliged lo follow it & dis-
tonee, could exnctly wotive where, All Lis ep-
deavours, now prompied by wender, and invizo-
rated by dizzppointment; were ulisnecessiul, and
he wiis still compelled to endure the tortures of
unsatisfied cwmdosity,

Thiz ehangedin the manners and habits of her
Tusband was too conspicuons to pass unobserved
by Mudame La Motte, who endeavoured, by sl
the stratugems which affection conld suggest; or
female invention supply, to win him to her condl-
dence. He seemed jnsensible to the influence of
the first, and withstocd the wiles of the latter.
Finding all her efforts insufficient fo dissipate
the glooms whicl overbung his mind, or to pene-
trate their secret canse, she desisted from father
attempt. nnd endeavoured to submit to this mys-
terious distrosa,

Week after week elapsed, and the same wn-
kpown couse scaled the lips, ond corroded the
heart of La Matte. The place of hisvisitation
in the forest had not been traced, Peter bad fre-
guently examined round the gpot whers his ning-
ter disappenred, but bod never discovered any
recess, whieh conld be suppesed to concenl him.
The astonishment of the servant was at length
rafsed to an insupportable degree;and he com-
municated to his nustress the subject of i,

The emotion whiclt this information exeited,
she disguised frony Peter, and reproved him for
the mesny he hod taken to gratify his euriosity,
But she revolved this cirevmetance in  her
thoughts, and comparing it with the lote altera-
tiom 1 his temper, her uneasiness was renewed,
end her perplexity considerably intreated, After
much consideration, being unable to assign an
other mative for lis conduet, the began to atir-
bute it to the inflwence of illicit passion; and her
heart, which now out-min Ler judgument, con-
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firmad the-sapposition, and ronsed all the tor-
turing panes of jenlousy.

Comparatively spenking, she had never known
nfffietion till now: she hnd abandoned her denr-
est friends and connexions—had relinguished the
gaieties, the Hixuries, and almost the nocgssaries
of life—fled with her family into exile; an exila
the most deeary and comfortless; experiencing
the evils of re-alietﬁ'. and these of appreheygion,
united; all these zhe had patiently endured, sng-
ported by the affection of him, for whose snlee
she suffered. Though that affection, indeed, hl
for some time appearsd to be abated, she had
borne . its. decrease with fortitude; but tho last
stralie of ealamiity, hitherte withiheld, now eame
with irrégistible force—the love, of which ghe la-
mented the loss, she now Believed was tea -
redd bo another, . ‘

The aperation of strong passion confzes the
powers of reason, and warps them o its own par-
ticelar direction. Her usual dr_-;‘ret of judgimen
unopposed by the influence of hor heart, wonl
prolably kave painted aut to Madame Lo Motte
sanie cirenmstances upon the suliject of her dis-
tress, equivoeal, if not conteadictory to hersnspi=
cigns, Nogoch eireumnsiances appeared to hor,
and she did not long hesitiate to decide, that Ade=
line was the object of her hishand's attachment.
Her beauty out of the question, who else, indeed,
eould it be in a spot thus secluded from the
world ]

The same canse destroved, almest at the same
moment, her only remaining comfort; nnﬂﬁ.when
she wept that she could no longer 1ol for 1A ppii=
Bees i the affeqtion of La Motte, she wept also,
that she eonld no longer seek solace in the friend-
ghip of Adeline, Shehad too great an egteen fur
der to doubt, at first, the integrity of her con-
ditet; hut, inspite of reason, her hoart no longer
expanded to her with its nsual warmth of kind-
nesz, Sho shmnls from her confidencs, and, ag
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the seeret Liroodinga of jeal cherished ler
suspicions; shie became less kind fo hér, oven in
mauner.

Adeline, obzerving the change, at first athi-
Tuted it to mecident, and nnﬂ‘vmrﬁs to a tempo-
rary displedsure, arising from some fittle inad-
vertency in her eonduner, She therefore inereas-
ed her gssidoities) but perceiving, contrary to all
expectation, that hér efforis to pleaze fuiled of
their usial consequence, and that the reserve of
Madnme's manner rather increasad than abated,

-shie Became serionaly uneasy, and rezolved to sock
ou axplanation. This Madame La Motte agsedn-
lTously avoided, aud wis for some line able to

revent, Adeline, however, too muach Tnterogted
n the event to vield to delicate scruples, presssd
the subject so closely, that Madame was at flrst
mgatated: and confused, but at length invented
some idle excuse, and Fanghed off the affir,

She now saw the necessity of subduing all ap-
Emmncn of reserve towards Adeline; and thougl

er art could not eonguer the yeejudicss: of pos-
gion, it taught Ker to nssume, with tolevabla sue-
eess, the aspect of kindoesi Adeiine was
eeived, and was-again ot peace, Indeed, confls
dence in the sincerity and goodoess of others
was her weakuness, Dt ﬂmllnangs of stiffed jea
lonsy struck deeper to the hesrt of Madame La
Moite, and she resslved, at oll events, to obtain
some certaluly upon the subject of biew suspis
cions,

She now condescended toan act of mesnness,
which she bad before despized, nnd ordered Pe-
ter to wateh the steps of his master, in order to

izcover, i possibla, the place of his visitation,
8o much did pasgion win u]llmi her judgment, Ly
time and indulzenea, that she sometinies venturs
el aven to doubt tiie integrity of Adeline, and
aftervards proceeded to Lelieve it possible tlad
the ghiect of La Motte's rambics micht be an
Rssignation with her, What suzzested this cous
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Seeture was, that Adelinge frequently took long
walks alone in the forest, nnd sometimes was ab-
eemt from the abliey for many hours.  This ¢lr=
ewmeianee, which Madame La Motte had ol fivst
attributed to Adeline’s fondness for the pictu-
resque beonties of natire, now operated foreibly
upon her immaginztion, ond she could view it in
no light, than as affording an opportunity for se-
eret conversation with her husband,

Poter obeyed the orders of his mistress with
alacrity, for they were warmly sceonded by his
awn curiasity.  All his cndenvenrs, were, how-
pver, fruitless; he never dared to follow La
Motle near enough to observe the place of his
last retreat, Her impatience thus heightened by
delay, and ler ton stimulated by diffienlty,
Rladame La Motte now resolved to apply to her
hviebind for an o:r.ﬁlmmﬂu-n of bz conduet.

After some consuleration, concerning the man-
ner most fikely to snecceed with him, she went to
La Motte; hut when she entered the room whera
he s, forpetting &l her concerted nddress, she
fell at hig fect, ond woe, for some moments, lost
in tenrs.  Surprized at her attitude mnd distross,
he inguired the accasion of it, and was answered,
tlat it wns cavged by his own corduct. “My con-
duct] What part of if; pray?" inguired he.

“ Your reserve, your sceret sorrow, aud fre-
auent nbgcnee from the abhov.!

#1s it then se wonderful, that o man, who hag
Jost almost every thing, should sometimes lament
his misfortunesd or &0 criminal to sttempt con-
cenling Iis grich, that e must be Llamed for it
l:g' tose whom he would gave from ihe pain of
daring it1™

Having uttered theee wonls, he quitted the
ooy, leaving Madame La Blotte lost in swrpriso,
Tt somewhat relieved from thie pressure of Ler
former enspidone,  Still, however, she pursusd
Adeline with an eve of seruting; and the maslk
of Kindoess wonld sometimes fudl off, nond dis-
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caver the fentures of disfrast.  Adelhie, withount
exactly hpowing why, folt less ab esse and _|¢£d.
happy in her presence than formiérly; her spirits
droaped, aml shie would eften, when alone, weep
at the forlornness of her condition, Formerly,
her remembrance of pask sufferings was lost
the friendship of Madame La Motte; nov, thouglt
bier: behaviour was too guarded to betray any
striking instanceo of vukindness, there was some-
thing In her manner which elilled the lopes of
Adeiine, unable a5 she was to analyse it.. Bot a
cirenmstanee which soon occnrred, susivnrlel_i for
a whilg the jealousy of Muadame La Motte, and
roused her bushand from his stute of gloomy stu-
pofaction.

Peter, having been one day to Aubeine, for the
weekly supply of provisions, veturned W1h*|1 intel=
lizence that awakened in La Motte uew appre-
lheusion and anxiely. :

U 0h, Sie! I've heard sonvothing that has aston-
fshed me, ns well it may,” eried Peter, *and so
it will you, when you come to know it. Asl
wag standing in the blaeksmith's shop while the
smith was driving o nail into the hoise’s shoe (b
the bye, the hovse lost it in an odd way, L'll te
you, Sir, how it wag)y—""

L] ,Na,_-,', withee, léave it till anotlier time; and
go.on with vour story.”

*Why then, Siryas I was standing in the black.
gmith’s ghap, comes ina man with o pipe in his
ﬂlﬂu{_ll, aod o lwge ponell of tobaceo inm his

nnd—""

t“ \\I'g}t—wllat has the pipe fo «do with the
BLOTY .

“ Nay, Sir, you yut me out; I ean’t go on, m-
less yon let me tell it wmyown way. As 1 wns
sayving—wiil a pipe in his woath—1 think T woa
there, your honourd™

* Wes; yes.!'

S He sets himself down on the beneh, and, ta-
Ling the pipo from his moutl, says to the blagk-
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smith, * Neighboust, do know any hods of the
name of La Motte, hereaboutet—DBlesa. your
honour, 1 turned all of a cold-sweak in o minate]
—Ia pot your: honeur welll shall I feteh yon
any thinef"

B Wa=hut be brief in your narmative!

4 La Motte! LaMotte!" anid the hlncipgniih ‘I
think I've leard the name.'="Have youl Baid 1
Cyou're eunning they, for thers™s no sueh person
Lereabonts, to my knowledge,* ™

“ Foolt—why did yvon-sgy thatd"

# Because 1 did not want them to know your
homour was here; and if 1 had not wanaged very
cleverly, they wonld have found me ont. © Thera
5 no sueh person hereabouts, to mawledge,’
says 1~ Indeed!” eayz the hla 't.hgf'ql_l:
know moré of the nelghb&urhw:l.tﬁux‘i 0y
then'=f Aye,” says the man with the pipe, “that’s
very trae.  How canie you to kmow so moch of
the neighbourbood! 1 enme hera twentv-gix
yvears ago, come next St Aichael, and yon know
::m)n]a l'h.m:: I do. How came you to know so

uchi

“3With that he pnt his pipe in his month, and
gave & whiff full in my fice. Lord! your hos
nour, I trembled from hepsd to faot. * Nay, ad
for that matter, savs 1, * I dont know more than
other peapls, but 1°m sure T never heard of such
w men a5 that'—* Pray,’ sayg thé hlacksmith,
slaring e full in the fnrn, Can't you {le man
that was inquiring same. time sinee.about Baint
Clai's AbboyP'—"Well, what of that?’ suys I3
fwhat does that provel’—* Why, they suy, ®pmes
Yoy Tives in the ahbey now,’ <aid the man, tard-
ing to the other; "and, for auzht T know, it rnn¥
Yo this same La Motte,—* Ave, or for auzht

now either,” says the man with the pipe, getting
'nlp frony the benci, ‘and you know move of thiz
than yoi'll own, I lay my life on't, this Mon-
sicur La Motte lives a8 the abbey,'—* Aye,' says

f
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1, Fyou are put there, for Iie does ot Tive at the
gbley now.'*

% Confonnd your fotly " eried Ln, Motte; “but
be quick—how did the mdtter cnd!™ -

5 My master does not live tere now,” said T—
SOh! oh!” said the man with the pipe, *he i
Iyw.r master then?  Aud pray how long has lig
eft the abbey—and where does he live nowi—
*Hold,' said I, "not so fagt—I Kkoow wlhien to
gpeals, and whet to hold my tongue—Lbut who
hng been inquiring for him?' i

S4Whnt ! he expected somebody to inguive for
himd" says the mian—* No,' says 1, ' he did not,
but if he did, what does that provel thal drgues
nothing.” With that he looked at Lthe bbael-
smith, and they went oul of the shop tozether,
lepving wy horses shoe undone. Lot 1 uever
minded that, for the moment they were goue,
I mionnted and rode awny ns fast s 1 counld.
But mmy fright, your hovour, 1 forgot to tnke
the rﬁund-ahwt way, and so c¢ame shnight

La Motle, exiremely shocked at Peter’s inbelli-
%‘Bj]nt‘. made no other veply than by cursing his
olly, and immedintely went it seprch of Madnme
who was walking with Adeline on the baulks o
the river. La Motte was too much apitated to
goften his information b{ preface: ¥ We are dis-
covered!” said he, ¥ the kiog's officers have been
inquiring for me at Aubgine, nnd Peter has bilun-
dered upon my ruinl®  He then informed Ler of
what Peter Iaid related, and bade her prepare to
quit the abloy, .

“ But whither can we fx1” said Madame La
Motte, scarcely able to support hersdlf=-= Ay
where! " siid lie, * to sty here is certain destrucs
fion, We must {oke refuge in Switgerland, I
think. Ifany f.-.nn of Frauee would have cons
cenled mo; surely it hiad been this!™

“.ﬁ]ma&hm-r arewi perscented!” rejoined Ma-
dame, ¥ This spot 13 scavcely wisde comfortable,
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before we are obliged to leave it, and go wa know
not whither.”” "

%1 wish we may nab know whither replisd
La Motte; ““that i5 the lenst evil that threatens
ug,  Let vgesenpe n prison, and I care not whi-
ther we go. Dut refurn to the abibey immedinfe-
1y, and pack up what moveables von ean”
flood of tears eame to the relief of Madame La
Motie, and stie hung wpon Adeline’s arm, sileng
and trombling: Adeline, thongh she ad mo com-
fort to bestow, endeavoursd to command ber
feelings, o appeared composed,  ** Come,* zald
La Motte, ¥ wi waste time; let 08 Inment heré-
after, but at present pwepare for fight, Exertn
little of that fortitude, which i3 so necessary for
our presprvation, Adeline does not ween, yeb
her state is a8 wiretched as your own, for I know
ot ow long I shall be able to protect her®

Notwithetanding her terror, this reproof tonch-
od the pride of Madame La Motte, who dried
her tears, but disdained to reply, and looked ot
Adeline with a stroeg expression of displeasnre,
Ag thew moved-silently towards the nbbey, Ade-
Tine nsfeed La Motte if he wed sure they were the
king's officers, who inquired for hit.—" I cannot
doubt it,"" e veplieds ¥ who else eonld possibly
inguive for mel Hesides, the-Leliaviow of the
man, who mientioned my name, puts the matter
Bevond n question.’™

 Porbaps net," said Madamo: Lo Motte: “let
g wait till moriing ere we set off, We may
then find it will be unnecessary to go.*”

B We may, indeod; the king's officers wonld

Bably by that thoe lisve told us-os muel.”
Hu}lnlt.a welt to give orders to Peter.—"* Sel off
i an bonel™ said Peter, “ Lord bess yon, mns-
ter! only consider the coach wheel: it wounld
take mwe a day at lenst tonend it, for your hon-
our linows 1 mever menfed one in my Tife.”

This was o ciremngtance which La Matte dind
entircly overlooked, YWhen they seithed at the

!
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Ing the apurtments, to remember the cary &
g afterwaids, belioving it would not quickly be
wanted, he had weglected to do it La Motte'a
Aemper now cutirely forsoolt hiny, and with masy
execrations he orderad Peter to-po to work fin-
mediately: but ou searching for the materials
formerly bought, they wers mo whore to be
Foanidd, mend Peter at length vemembared, though
he was prudent encugh to coneeal this eircnm-
stance, that he had used the pails fn repairing
the abbey. )

It was now, thereforg, impossible to quit the
forest that night, and La Motte lind only to con-
sider the most probabie plan of eoncealment,
ghiowdd the oficory af justice visit the vuin hefore
the morming: o civeunmsianee, which the thought-
Jegeneds of Peter i veturmmg from Auboine Ly
the stright war, made not unlikely.

AL thrst, indeed, ie oeeurred to him, that thoush
Lis famibly eonld not Yo vomoved, he uighy Dis-
gell take one of the horges, and eseape from the
forest before night.  Dut e thought theve wounld
slill Lo gome danger of deétection in the towns
thirough which he must pass, and he conlid ot
well beay tho iden of leaving his family unpro-
teeted, without knowing when ho could retum to
them, or whither he eould direct them to follow
him. La Motto was not o tan of very vizgorous:
resolution, and he wis; perhops, rmther more will-
ing to sutfor in cmulmu}' thun alone,

After much consideration; ho' recollected the
trap-door of the closet belonging to tle chamlers
aboves it was invisible to the eye, and whatever
might be its divection, it wouls m-ctmﬂf‘ shelter
frim at lenst from discovery,  Having deliberated
farther upon the subject, be determined to ex-
plore the rececs fo which the stairs led, aod
thnlllghl. it possible, that for a short time his
whole family might be: comecaléd within it,
There was little tine between the sugeeéstion of

abbey, Peter had at first been too busy in WE%:-
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{lie plan and the esccution of his purposs, for
darkueas was spreading arouml, and inevery -
mut of the wind ho tlheught e heard the voices

of his enenien, 1
Heealled for a light, and aseended alone to the
chamber. When ﬁtmmn to the closet, it was
somie time before be could find the lmp.-ﬁoor,so
exactly did it eorrespond with the boards of the
floor, At length he found and raised it The
chill damps of long-confined air rushed from the
operfure, and he siood for a moment (o Tet themn
jlazas, ere he descended. As he stood Ioak{g
down Lhe abyss, o vecollected the mmrt whiel
Tote ) and it
EQon

¢ hod Droupght concerning the abi
gave hiin an uncagy sensntion; bub
¥ieldod to more pressing interests.

The sinirs were steep, and in many places trem-
Lled bementh liis weight. Having continued to
gescend for some time, hig feet touched tho
ground, and hie found himself i o parow pas-
eages but os hie {urned to pursue it, the damip
vapours curled round him and extingnished  the
light. He ealled alond for Peter, but conld mako
nobody hear, and after some tine, he endeavour-
ed to find his way up the stairs, 1o this, with
diffienliy, he sneeeoded, and, pozsing the.chmus
TLrers with cautious steps; deseonded the tower:

The sceurity, which tle pluce he had just guit-
ted seemed to promise, was of too much import-
ance to bie slightly rejected, aud he delermined
Immediately to muke onother experiment with
the light:—having wow fixed it i a lantern, he
descended n second time to the Ignmge.‘ The
current of vapours occasioned by the opening of
the trap-door wae abated, nodd the fresh air
thence admitted had begun to circulate: La
Motte passed on unmolested.

The pasznee wos, of considernble Tensil, and
led him to a doar, which was fastened. He pinwd-
the lanterm at some distapee; to aveld the curs
rent of oir, and applicd Lis strepgih to the door:.
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it elioolc under lis hands, but #d net yicld. Up-
on exnmdqing i more closely, be percetved the
wor! round the lock was Secayed, probabily Gy
the damps, and this cweowmged hitn (o proceed,
After some Lime i @ive wiy to his effoet, end be
found limsell in & square stone reom.
Hestood for some time tosurvey it The walls,
which ‘were drifiping with enwholesowe dows,
were etitirely bare, mud afforded not gren o win-
dow. A smadl Emulfzf.':t_e flone ddmitted the niv,
AL the farther end, near i low fecess, was ang-
ther door.  La Motte went towards i, and, ns he
passed, looked ite the recess.  Upon the ground
within i, stood & im:ﬁc ehest, which lie wenk for-
wand to examime, and, lifting the Iid, he gaw the
vemains of o humay sheleton, Horrel struck u
on his heart, mnd he Inveluntarily stepped back,
During a pavse of some motents, bis st emog-
tions subsided. That thrilling curlosity which
olijécts of terror often execite in the Luman mind
impelled him to take o second view of this d.lﬂunl

spectecia,

La Motts stood metioniess-as he guzed; tha
object before him seemed (o contivm the report
that some pevzon had fornterly beetr murderad
In theabbey, - At lemgth ho closed the clest, and
advaneod to the second doar, whish alse wns fie-
tonad; bt the Jeyv was in the Jeck. He turned it
with difficnlty, pud then fowd thie door ways hald

two strong bolts. Having undrown these, it
disclosed f Hight of steps, which he descetxleds
they terminated in a elnin of low vaults, or ra-
thor eetly, that, fom b memeer of their con=
gtroction and present condition, seemied to have
ncoeval with the most aueient parts of the
r. La lotte, in lis then depressod state of
o thought them' the bwdal places of the
monks, who formerly inhabited the ]piIe a.OI}o\'iu;
bt they wers more ealeulatod for places of po-
meree for the living, th.gu of rest for the dead.
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Havine renched the extremity of thess eells,
{he way was apnin closod by a deor.  La Motte
nove hezitated whether he should attempt to pro-
eood any farther, The present spot zeomed to
aiford: the seeurity he songht.  Here he might

axe Lhe njzht numolested by nr preliension of
discovery, and it was most prohahle; that if the
offleors arvived in the night,and found tho abbey
waeated, they would quit it Lefore morning, o,
ot leaat, biefore he eould lasve any cceasion to
ezt from-coneealment.  These considerations
réstored hiTmind to'a state of greater composure.
Hi# only immediate eare was to hring his ilyy
#is s00n 25 possible, to this place of security, lest
the officers shoull come unawares upen thems;
and while he stood thus musging, be Biamed him-
gelf for delny.

Bat an irresistible desive of knowing to what
thifz door led nrrested hix steps, and he turned (o
opeit itd the doot. however, was fastened, and'ns
he attemptod to foree it, he suddenly thenght he
Lipard a woise above. It now oteurred to him,
that the offigers might already have arrived, and
he guitted the-cells with preeipitation, intending
to listen at the trap=door.

“ There,™ said he, “1 mar wait in aewrilir. and
perhape hear something: of what es, My fa-
mily will not be known, or, at least, net hurt. and
thetr uneasiness o my account they must lenn
to endure.’”

These were the arpumenta of La Motte, in
which, it mnst be owned, selfish prudence was
more conspicnons than lepder anxicty for his
wife, Tie had by this time renched thie bhottony
of the stairs, when, on looking up, he porecived
the trap-door wos left open, snd agconding in
haste 1o clese - it, he heard foolsteps advancing
through the chambers ahove.  Bofore he gould
deseond entivaly oot of sight, he asain loaked vp
and pereeived through the aperture the face of &
man leoking down vpen him,  * Master ™ cried
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Poter;—La Maotie wis somewhat relieved st the
soundl of his voice, though pugry that he had oe-
gassionead i e el ferror.
W hat brings you here, and wlhat isthe matter
Lelow®
* Mothing, Sivy nothing’s. the matter, only my
mistress sent me toses alter your honour.”™
9 Nere"s mobody there, thon,” said Lo Molte,
setting his foot upon the step.” )
S Y ew, Eir, there is 1y mistress oml Madeniof-
galle Adeling and —'
“Waoll=well,” zaid Lo Motte, Lriskly, “go
your 1\'nir.s, 1 amy coming.”
He informned Madame La Molte wheve he had
, and of his intention of:secreting himself,
sl delibornted upon the means of convineing
thee officers, should they mvive, that he bad quit-
tind the nbbey.  For this purpese he ordoved all
tive moveable furmiture o be conveyed to the
cells below. La Motte Gimself aegated in the
Business, anid every hand was employed for dis-
patein . In o very short time, the Labitable part
of the fabtic was loft nlmost o dedsoliate g ha lad
founed it. e then bade Peter take the horses to
- distance from the abbey, aod tun them loosa,
After farther considevation, e thought it might
comtribute to mislead the offoers if Ie placed in
some conkpicione part of the fabvie an inzerip-
tion, signifying lis condition, asd mentioning the
dnte of his departure from the abbey.  Over the
door of the tower, wiich lad to the habitalla
rt of the stracture, ie therefors cut the follow-
ng lnegs:—
b0 ye! whem misforinte mer T=ad to this mpat,
Learn that thrre are wthers as mtterable as podrsslves.
WP e M, nowrelehied exile, rouglit- within thase
walls a refoge ficin perseculben, on the 2% of April, 1G5,
and quitied them on the T3k of Juby in the suue year, In
ssireh of o moce convenint asplum®

After engraving these words-with a lnife, the
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emall stock of provisions remaining fron the
wook's EHPFH {E:r Peter, in fright, had ro-
furned unloaded from his last journcy) was
into o basket, and La Molte having assembled
his family, they all ascended the gtairs of the
tower, and pazsed through tha chambors to the
closet.  Poter went first wilh o light, and with
some difficulty found the trap-door.  Madame
La Jlotte shuddered a3 she surveyed the gloomy
pbyess bat they wers oll silént. 4

8 Motto now ook the light, and led the way;
Madame followed. and then Adeline. ** These
oll monks loved gpood wing, as well as othor peg=
ple,” said Pater, who brought up the rear, I war-
rant your honour, now, this was- their cellaz; 1
smell the eashs alrewly.” A

# Poace pald Lo Motte, ® pessrvie yomr jokes
forn Empm:‘ occasgion.” f 7

“There is no: hann in lovipg good winey as -
your honour knows" 4

“Have done with this buffoonery,” ssid La
Motte in o tone mere authesitative, “nad ge
first.”  Peter ohaved.

They came to the vanlted room, The dismul
spoctaele he liad seon here, deterred ‘Lo Motte
from passing the night in this chamber; and the
furnititre had, by his own order, been convayed
ta the cells below. e was anxious that Lis fa-
mitly shonld not poreeive the skeleton; sn ohject
avklch would, prolially, excite o degree of horror
not to be overcome durine their stay.  Ln Molie
now passed thie chest in hoster and Madame L
Motte and Adeline were too mnch engrossad by
their own thoughts, (o pive minete attention to
external cirenmatanced.

VWhen thoy resched the cells; Madame Ea
Motte wept nt the neeessily which condemmed
het to.a spot so disoal. - *Alas,™ said ghe, “are
e, indesl, this rediced!  Theaparimentsabove
formerly appenred to e & doplornble babitation;
Lt they are o pnlaes, compared to these!™
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% True, my dear,” said Lo dMotte, *and let the
remembrance of what you once 'Ellﬂlli‘.'ht them,
soothe yonr diseontent now; these colls nre olse
n palace, compared to the Bicetre, or the Bastile,
nud fo the terrorg of Farther punishment, wihiel
woulld avcompany-them: let thenpprehension of
the greater evil tench you fo endure the less: 1
am eantented if we find here the refoge 1 seel.”

Alndame Lo Motte was silent, snd Adeline, for-
getting her Inte unkindness, endeavoured nsmueh
us she could to console her; while her heart was
sinking with the misfortunes, which she conld
not but anticlpate, she apj:mred coniposed. and
even ¢heerful,  She attended Madyme La Motie
with the most watchivl scliciiude, and felt so
thaukful that La Motre was now soereted within
thiz vocess, that shie nlmost lost ey perception of
its clooms and inconvenicnegs.

Vi ehe artlessly expressod. to him, who conld
not be insensible to the tenderness it discovered.
Medame Lo Motle was also sensible of it, and it
venewed o painiul sensation. The effusions of
gratitude she mistogl for those of tendemess,

La Motte returned fmquonthiiu the trap-door,
to listen if any bLody was in the abbey, but no
eound disturbed the stillness of night; at length
they sat down to supper; the repast wos & melan-
chicly one, *If the officers do not come hither
to-night,”” said Mudame La Motte, sighing, *sup-
pose, my denr, Peter returng to Aubeine to-mors
rows he may there lenrn something maore of this
affnir; or ot lenst he might procure o carrisge {0
eonvey us hence.™”

“To b sur'e he might,™ said La Mette, peevisli-
Iy and * people to attend it alzo.  Peter wonld
be nu gscellent person to show the officers the
way to the abbey, and to inform them of what
they might else be in doubt about, my conceal-
ment here,'! *

" How cruel is this irouy!” replied Madama
La Maotte, 1 proposed only what I thousht
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wonld Le for eur mutual good; my judgment
wis, perhaps, wrong, but my jotention was cer=
tnini;‘r right.”  Tears swelled into her eyes &g
she spolie these words  Adeling wished to re-
Tieve her; Lut delicacy kept her silent. La
Motte olcerved the effeetl of his gpeech, and
something like reniorse tonelied his heart.  He
approached, and taking her hand, ™ You must
nﬁow for the perturbation of my mind,” said he,
“ 1 did not menn to afilict yeu thus, The ideq of
gending Peter to Auboing, where he has already
done go tnncl harm by his blunders, teazod me,
and I could wot lot it pass wnneliced. No, my
dear, our only chanee of safety is to remain
wéere 150 m'lt: while I;:mr 1'm'is}¥m|s|;east. I&E‘]ﬁ
officers do ot come here te-night, they pro

will te=-morraw, or perhape the next day. When
they have searchied the abbey, without finding
me, they will depart: we may then em from
this recess, and take measures for removing toa
distant comntry.”

Madame La Motte ncknowladged the justice of
Wis words, and her mind being relieved by the
Tittle npu!u%r he had ynde, she beeame tolerably
cheerful.  Supper being ended, Lo Motte stalion-
ed the faithfnl, though simple, Peter, at the food
of the steps that aseemded to the cleset, there to
Leep watch during the night, Having amle this,
he returned to the lower eells, where he had e
his little famiily.  The beds were spread, and hav-
inz mowrnfully bade ench other good might, they
1aid down, and implored rest,

Adeling’s thonghts were too husy to suffer hor
to vepose, and when ghe bolieved hor eompanions
were sunle in slumber, she indulzed the sorrow -
which reflection brought. £he nlso looked for-
ward to the future with the most mournful sp-
prehension. * Should La Motte be seized, what
wis to become of her?  Shewould then e o wii-
derer in the wide world; without friends to pro-
teet, or money tocupport her; the prosvect was
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looiny—was ferriblel” She gurveved it aud
shnddered! The distresses too of Mondenr aud
Madame La DMotte, whom she loved with
most lively aflection, formed no inconsideribls

t of hers. i

Sometimes the looled back fo her father; bud
in him she only saw an enciny, from whom she
must Hy: thic remembranee Leightened hor sor-
row; yet it was not the receliection of the sutier-
fag D had eccasioned bier, by which she was sa
much pfficked, as by the sense of his unkindness:
ghe wept bitterly, - At length, with that srtless
plety which innocencs ouly kipws, sheaddresseid
the Supreme Beng, and résigned herself to his
care,  Her mind then gradually becmne peneciul
ool Teassured; and seon piter siie-gunl 1o repose.

CHADTER V.
A Surprise—Ah ddventure—d Mysleri.

Tue night passed without any slivm: Peter
Lad remaned upon his-post, aid hensd notliog
that prevented lis slecping, Lo Molte hsard
liim, long DLefore be saw ﬁim. most musically
snoving; though it muet be owned theve wis
more of the bass, than of duy other part of the

wut in bis performamee.  He wis sooh roused

the Srecird of La Motte, whese notes sounded
discord to lis ears; nud destroyed e torpor of
bis tranguillity, :

* God Lless. yon; Master, what's the mabter,
eried Peter, waking: "are they conie!”

*¥es, for aught you enre, they might be come,
Did I phice yuit bere to sleep, sivrakii®

Y Bless: you, Master,”” returned Peter, sleep is
the oily comfort to be lind Leve; 1I'm sure 1
m:_nu.}g ot deny it to o dog in such o plece s

is,

i Motte sternly guestioned him coneernis
any nyise he mighi have heard in the oight, an
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Petor full ng solemnly profested he had heard
none; an astertion which was strictly troe, for he
had enjoyed the comfort of being nsleep the
whole time.

La Motle nzeonded to the trap-deor, and Jis-
tened attentively, No sounds were heard, and,
ag ho ventured to life i, the full light of the sun
bursl vpon his sight;, the morning being now far
adwanead ; he wallked softly nlong the chambers,
wnd looked through s window: no person was-ta
be seen.  Encouraged by this apparent securityy
he yvemtured down the stairs of the tower, and en-
tored the first apartment,  He was proceeding
townrds the second, when suddenly recolleeting
himealf, he firet pedped through the crevics of the
door, which stood half open,  He looked, and
distimatly saw n person sitting near the windomw,
upon which his arm rested. ’

Tha dizcovery 5o much shocked him, that fora
moment e lost all presence of mind, and was nt-
torly unable to move from the spot.  The porson
whose hack wag tovwards Lifm, arose, and tim
his Biend. Lo Motte now recovered himself, and
quitting the apartment as rﬂllckiy, and at the
same time as silently ns possible, ascended to the
clozet.  He'mnised the trap-door, Lt before he
closed it, heard the footateps of o person entering
the outer chamber. Dolts, or other fastening to
the teap there wps none; and his security de-
ponided solely upon the exact correspondence of
the beards, The outer dear of tho stone yoom
kad no means of defence; and the fastenings of
the inner one woere on the wrong side to afford
him security, oven till some means of eseape
could be found. g

When he resched this room, he pagsed, and
heard distinetly, porsons walking in the closat
above, While he vog listewing, he heard a voice
eall iim by nome, ond he instantly fled to the
cells bolow, expecting every moment to hear the
trip Nifted and. the foolstops of parsuat; but he
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was #ad beyond the reach of hearing cither.
Having throvn himself on the ground, at the
farthest extremity of the vaults, ho lny !?ar some
time Dbreathless with agitation. Madame La
Motteand Adeline, in the utmost terrvor, inguired
what Lad hnppened.. 1t was some thoe Defore he
conld spealc; wwhen he did, it was almost unneces-
gary, for (he distaut notses; which sounded from
aligve, informed the Mmily of & part of the truth,

The sounds did not seem to approach, bat Mo-
dame Lo Alotte; vuable to command her terror,
shricked nlond: this redeubled the distress of L
Motte. * Yon have already destroyed e, cried
Lie; *that sheiek bas informed them where T
' He teaversed the eells with clasped hands
and guick steps,  Adeline stood pale and still na
death, supporting Madame Lu Motte, whom with
llﬂ&ﬁll!?‘ she prevented from  fadunting. 0!
Duprps! l}uprn.u;' you are already avenged I eaid
g, ins voiee that secmed to burst from hia henrts
there was o pavse of sifenes, ¥ Dut why shonld
I deteive mysel! with a hope of cseapingl” he
resumed, “* why do I wait here for their coming?
Let moe rather end these torturing pangs by
throwing myself into their hands at onee™

As e spoke, he moved towards the door; but
t_:m lhst‘regses of M.}du.'l:nu"l?: Motte akzre@ttagd II&ES'
stops, stay 1" sald she or my salie stay; do
not leave me thus, nop fhrow yourself volunta-
rily upon destruction”

¥ Surely, Sir," said Adeling, “you are loo pre-
cipitate; this despair is useless, s it i3 ill-fowsd-
ed. We hear no person approaching; if the offi-
cers: lind diseovered the tmp-door, they would
certainly Linve been here DLefore mow,” The
words of Adeline stilled the twnult of his mind:
the agitation of terror subsided; and renson
beamed a feeble ray upon his hopes.  Ho listened
attentively, and perceiving that nll was silent ad-
vanced with caution fo the stone room, ond
thenee th the foot of the stairs that Ted to the
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trap-door. It was clesed; no sound \\%lmmi

above. a s
He watched g long time, and the il 03
tinving, itz hopes strengthened, and ot lehg
Lepun to believe thatNhe officers had guitted
:ﬂ:frvﬁ: the day however wos spent in amxiom
watchinlness, e did not dareto unclose, (i
trap-door; and he frequently thought he heard
distant noiess. It was evident, however, dhat
the seeret of the closet had escaped discovely;
and on this cirgomstance he justly founded ‘his
gecurily, The following pight was passed, like
;.Il.e diy, in trembling hope, and jueessant watell-
ng.

Bt the necessities of hmnper now threatoned
them,  The provisions, which had been sdistyi-
buted with the nicest éconamy, werenearly ex-
housted, and the most deplerable conseduonces
might be cxpected from their rewaining longer
in concealment. Thus eircumstanced, La Motte:
deliberated wpon the rnusto']jrudem method of
proceeding.  Theve appeared no other alterna-
tive, than to send Poter to Auboine, the only
towit from which lie conld retwm within the time
preseribed by their necessities, There was game,
indeed; in the forést; but Peter could neither
Lnndle o gun, o use a fishing-rod {o any advan-

tage.

it. wis thévefore agreed he should go to Au-
boine, for a supply of provisions, and sk
gnme time bring materials for mending the conch
wheel, that they might hove some ready convey-
ance from the forest. La Motte forbade Peter to
okl any questions coneerning the people who lind
inguired forr him, or take any methods for dis-
covering whether they ad quitted the country,
lest his biunders shonld apain betrny him. e
orderad him to be entively silent as to (hese sub-
Jeets, andd to Budsh his Dusiness, aud leave the
place witli all possible dispateh.

A ditficnity yet vemained to be overcome—
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Who should frst venture abroead into the nbhey,
to lenrn whether it wag vacated by the officers o
justicel La Motte considered, that if he. wag
nninsseen, lie should e efivetially heétmyed;
wﬁich conlil not be so certain, if one of his fomily
was observed. for they were eacl unknown to
the officers, It was neoesary, however, that the

yaon he gent shoull have ecurage engugh to gt

hrough with (he inguirs, snd wit enough to con

daet 1 with cantion, Peier, perhags, hod tha
first: Dot vas certainly destiiute of the lgst.
Annetle had neithér. La Motre looked at Lis
wile, and agked her, if, for hiseaie, she dared to
venture,  Hepe heart shrunk from the proposal,
vet che woas unwilling 1o refuse, or oppear indif-
ferent upon o point so-essential to the safety of
her husband.  Adeline olisgrved in hor coutites
nance the agitation of her mind, and, surmount-
ing the fears which had hitherio kept her silent,
she offered hersell Lo go. )

“They will be less lkely {o offend me =aid
she, “then o man,” Shame would npd suttor La
Motte to necept her offers sud Madame, tonched
by the maznaniinity of her conduct, felt a mo-
mentary renewal of all heér former kindness.
Adeline pressed her propessl so warmly, and
seemed s0 much in eprnest, that La Meite bezan
to hesitote. * You, Sir,” said she, “once pre-
gerved me from the most imminent drogoer, nad
vour kindness has since protected me. Do not

e e the satisfaction of desgiving vour good-
ness, I.Beoa grateful veturn of it. Lot nee-go into
the abbey, nnd if, by so deiinz, I should preserve
you fiom evil, L shall be sufficient]y vewnrded for
what little danger I may incur, for my pleasure
will b aaf Yenst counl to your's!

Madume La Motte eould s-mrce]i\' refinin firom
tears as Adeline spole; and Lo Molte; zighie
deeply, said, © Well, be it =03 zo, Adeline, an
from this moment consider mé as your debtor.™
Adeline stayed not to reply, but {aking o light,
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quitted the cells, La Motte i'-.‘r]lowinﬁ to raize the
trap-door, and cautioning her to Yook, if

into every apariment, before she entered it 1
ot shonftd be seen,* said he, * von must ount
or voul' appeamance eo #5 nob to discover mes
Your own presenice of mind may assist you, T
cannof.—God bless yonl”

When she was gone, Madame: La Motte’sad-
miration of her conduel began to vield to other
emotions, Digtrost gradoally ondermined Kind-
naes, anil jealovsy ragaed ﬁjspitim:s. It must
be a setitimend more powerful than pratitwde,”™
thenzht she, “that eonld teacl Adeluie to sil-
due her fears.. What, but love, could influsice
her to s condwet so wenerous!”  Madoume e
Motte, when she found it lwpossible to account
for Adeling’s conduet, without alleging some in-
terested molives for il, however her susyicions
might agree with the practice of the wor] ]lﬁﬂ
surely forgaotten liow mych e gnee rulminr:i-l a
purity and disinterestedness of her ¥nung friend,

Adeline, menn while, ascended to the chim-
hers: the cheerful beams of the 5':-;&:!&3«':‘5 onee
move upan ler gight, and re-animated her spirits;
she walked Jightly through the spartments,
stopped till she eame to the stairs of the !
Here sha stood for some time, but no sounds met
her ear, save the sighing of the wind among the -
trees, and ot length she descendad.  She phassed
the apartments below, without seeing any person;
and the little fneniture that rewmained, seemed 10
stand exnetly ai'she had lefe jt. - She now ven-
tured to look oot from the fower: the only
animate objecls thet appeared were the deer,
?uint!_l' grazing under the shade of the woods,

Ter favenrite litthe favn distinguished Adelive,
and. came bounding towands her with strong
marks of joy., She waz somewhat 2
the saimal, being observed, should bolray her,
and walked swifily away through the cloisters.

She oponed the door thot led to the great
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of the abliey, hut the prssage was so gloomy and
davk, that ghe feared to outer it, and sga.ru.-d k.
It wis necessary, howevey; that she shoald ¢x-
amine farther, particelarly oo the opposite sido
of the rby, of which she had latherto had ne
view: but her foars returned when e recolloct-
ed how far it would Tead her from Ler only place
of refuge, and how diffealt it would Ue to retroat.
She hesitated whal to do; Bt when she recal-
1 her eblizations to Lo Motte, tnd congi-
deved this o perliaps, her only apportenity of
doing ikin a tervies, she determingd Lo proceel,
“AS these thiotights passed rapidly over her
wiind, she radéed ler innocent looks to Leaven,
and Dreathed o silent proyer. With trembling
gteps sho proceeded gver' fragments of the roiu,
lookiug anxiously sround, and ofren siarting o
the breezo rustled anong the trees, mistaking
it far the whisperings of men.  Shic cnme to the
Inwn which fronted the fabrie, Lut no persan wis
to bo seen, and Ler spirits rovived, The great
door of the hall she oow endéveonred to open
bnt suddenly remembering that it wis fastene
by La Motte's orders, she precceded to the north
el of the abley; n'.ta,hm'm cenrveyed the pross
ect avotud, of fie a= tie thiclk folinge of the
toos weould permit, without perceiving any per-
so, sl turned ey steps to the tower from which
ahe L ssned. :
Adpliie woas now lght of hemtyand returned
with inrpativece 1o inform La Mg i18 El-
rity. Inthe cloisters she was pgaly et by liey
little f:wml:'itei and stopped’ for gooment to
wivess ite  Thie faven sedmed seusiblo to the gound
of her voiee, aud discovered néw joil: but while
she_spoke, it suddeniy - stavied i her hand,
and locking up, she perceived tIF deor of thoe
m@&u.lmﬂmg to. the t. hall, open, and @
man in the habit of & soldier issue forth.
With the swiftness of an srrow she fled along
ther cloisters, nor onee ventured to lonk baek;
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but a veice ealled to her to stop, and she heard
stepa milvancing guick in puvswt.  Before
could veach the tower, lier th foiled her, and
alie leamed against o pillay of the ruin, pale and
exhansted, “The man eanve up, and gazing at her
with o strong expression of surprizse and curiestiy,
he sssnmed aogentle manner, assuved her she ha
nothing to fenr, and inquired if she belongad to
La Matte: oheerving that she- still looked terri-
fledl and remnined ailent, e repeated his assu-
ronces anid Lis question,

% 1 Imoow that I is concealed within the ruin,’
enid the siranger; * the eccision of his conceal-
ment I also know; Tut it is of the utmost impor-
tanee 1 should see him, and be will then be con-
vinoed he hins nothing to foar from me™  Ade-
ling trembled so excessively, that it was with
difficulty she conld snpport herself—she  hesi-
tated, and knew not what to veply.  Her manner
gepmerd to confirm the suspicions of the stranger,
and her consciousness of this increased her em-
barrassment: he took advantape of it to press her
foether, Adeline at length replied, that La Motte
hed Some time sivee resided at the abbey.—
* And does still, Madam,” said the stmg_u'.
lead me to whare he may be found—I must zen
hi, and—"

- Newer, Siry” replied Adetine, ®and I solemn-
Iy assure you, it will boin vain tosenrveh for him.»

*“That I must try,” resumed he, * soce you,
Madam, will not sssist me 1 have aleendsy fol-
lowed Iim te gome chambers goove, where I
eudidenly lost him: theresbouts e must be con-
eenled, and it's ;r'ln_Eu, tlerefore, they afford some
gecrel passage,’

Without waiting Adsline’s reply, he sprung to
the door of the tower.  She now thought it weild
hetray a couscionsmessof the truth of hisconiec-
ture to follow hins, awd vesolved vo remadn balaw,
Pty upon favther considerstion, it oceurred to
hery that he might stoal silently into tha closetf,
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and poesibly surprise La Motie at the door of the
trap,  She therefore hostened after him, that hee
voiee might provent the danger she apprehended,
He was alrendy i the second ehamber, when
ghe overtook him: she immediately began to
gpeak alond.

This room he searehod with the mesd serapu-
lous eare; but finding no private door, or other
outlet, he progeeded to the closet: then it was
that it required all Ler fortitude to eoncenl her
agitation. He continued the gearch. * Within
these-ehambers 1 know he iz concealed, snid ey
* though hitherto I have not been able to disco-
vor haw. It was hither I followed a man, whom
I believe to be him, and he eould not escapa
without o passage: I shall not quit the place till
I have found ;"

He examined the walls and the boards, but
witheut dizcovering the divizion of the f!om';
whith, indeed, sa exactly corresponded, that La
Motte himgell had not perceived it by the eye,
but by the trembling of the floor beneath his
feet, " Here is some myvstery,” said the stranger,
“which I epunot eomprehend, and perkaps never
shall™ ~He was turning to quit the closet, when,
who can paint the distress of Adeling, upon seeing
the trap-dosr gently raised, and La Motte him-
self appeart  * Hah!"™ eried the stranger, advan-
cing eagerly to him. La Motte sprang :[rnnrmm,],
and they were locked in each other's-arme,

The astonishment of Adeline, for & memsont,
surpresed even her former distress; butn vemem-
branee davted aerogs her miind, which explained
he present scene, and before La Motle could
exclaim, %My gont® she knew the stmoger as
sncl.  Peter, who stood at the foot of the staims,
and heard what passed nbove, flew to acquaint
his mistrezs with the joyful diseovery, aud, inn
fow moments; she wos folded in the embrace aof
hor son, s spot, &0 lntely the anan=ion of des-
phir, seemed metnmorphosed into the palace of
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pleasurs, and the walls echoed only to the ssesats
ﬂﬁj’ an:d rmmtul:ltmn._ ;
e joy of Peler on this oooasion was beyonad
expression: he acted & perfect pantomime—¥e
eapered tbout, clapped his hands—ran 1o hig
soung master—shook him by the hand, in spito
of the frowns. of Ta Motte; 1nn every whire
without Imewing for what, and eave na rations
answer to any thing that was snid to him.

After (heir first emolions were sabsided, Ta
Motte, o= if-anddenly recollecting himself, resa-
med hifs wonted solomnity: “Tam ta hlsme,  sxid
he. #thus to give '\‘F‘i‘l{ to joy, when 1 am still,
perhaps; surrounded By danger. Let ui stowe
a retreat while it is yet in our power,"™ continned
her i o few hours the king's offfcers may
search for ine again.” bl

Lonis comprobended his father’s words, and
immedintely relteved his apprehensions by the
Iollt-wi:l:t: refation— yoe.

B A letter from Monsiour Nemonrs, containing
an secount of your fiight from Paris, reached me
ot Porrore, where Twns then upon dity with sy
regiment.  He mentioned, that you were gong
townrds the south of France; Tnit as hie had not
amee herrd from you, he was fznomnt of the
Eﬂnce of your refage.  Itwas ahout this time that

wan despatehed into Flanders; fnd, befng un-
able to obtdin farther intellipence of yon, 1 pass-
el ceome weeks of yery painful solicitude. At
the conelngion of the campaizn, T altained leave
of ahsence, and immediately sot ont for Paris,
hoping te lenen from Nemours where you lhad
found in g=ylum,

N this, however, hie was cqually ismorant
with myself. Heinformed me thiat vou kad orice
before written to him from De— u your
gecond dny's jonrney from Pars, nodér an as-
sumed name, 55 hnd been agreed upon: and thet
you then sajd the fear of discovery would prevent
vour hazardiog another fetter:. he, therefore, re-




THE ROMASCE OF TAL TOREED. B3

miained iznmant of Your abode, but enld, le had
it :lunhl:_&*ou had contineed yvour journey to tha
sonthward,  Upon this-elonder information L
guitted Taris in searcl of you, and procecded im=
medintaly to Ve Where my inquiries concern-
ing vour farthor progress were suceessinl as far
a5 M—— There they tolid me yon had stoyed
sotie tine, o aeconnt of the illness of o young
]nd{,' n eivenmasiance which perplexed e much
65 [ eonld not hnmagine what ?'mmn- lady wonld
accompany you. I procosded, however, to L—3
Yt theve all traces of you seomed Lo belost, As
1 =t musing at the window of the ion, I hserved
soima seriblling o the glass, nud the euriosity of
fdleness prompled me to vead it. I thought I
kiew the charnetors, nnd the lines 1 vead cons
fizned my conjectinos for 1 remiembeéred (o hava
b yon often repeat the,

“liere 1 renewed iy inguiries concernin
sour voute, and nf lengih I mnde the peopla fﬁ'
the fnn vecollcek you, nod triced yon ws (i g
Anboine. Theve I pmin lost You till wpon my
viebuem from o froitless inguivy in the neizhbion-
Liooil, the landlord of the Jittle fun wheve 1 lodg-
o told joe be belisved bhe had head wews of
Fouy: amd inimed 1rr.'1]3' recounted wint lsad hap-
pened ol o blgelseitldsshap o fow onrs helore,

S e deseription of Peter was o exaect, that I
had nof o doubt it was yon who inhabited the
abbeyy aud, o5 [ knew your nocessity for con-
ccalment, Peter's denjal did not shale iy confis
dence, e next worning, with the assistancae
of my landlord, I found sy way hither, and, liav-
ing searchied every visiblo pard of the fabyie, [
Legan to credit Peter's assertion: yowr appear-
ance, Iowever, destroved this fear, by poving
that the plaze was still inhabited; for you dis-
appeared so instantaneously, thit T was ot cer-
fain it was yolt whom I bind scem, 1 eontinued
seeking you Hll near the elowe of day, pud till

fi
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then searceiy guitted the chambers whenee
<Tisapmnrll. I called on you rep&fegfg
belioving that my voiee might convinee yom of
wour misiake, At lengzth I retired, to pass the
night at o cottage near the border of the forest.

“1 eame carly this morning, to renew my ins
fuiries, and hoped that, believing yourself safo,
you wonld emerge from concealment.  Dut how
wis I dizappointed to find the aly ae silent
npd golitary 25 1 had Teft it the pr ing even-
ing. T wos returning onee more from the great
hall, when the veice of this youn ]:nc}iy caught
my ey, and effeeted the discovery I had. so anx-
fously saueht”

This little nrrrative entively dizsipated the late
npprehensions of La Motte; but he now dreaded
that the inguiries of hiz son, and hiz ovn obvioua
deciin of eonceslment, niight exeite o curiosity
amongst the people of Auboeine, and lead to o dis-
covery of his-troe cirgumstances.  Howover, for
the present e determined to dizmiss all painful
thoushts, and endeavonr to enjoy the comfort
which the presence of his son had hrought him.
The fniture was remioved Lo 8 more liabitable
part of the ehbey, and the cells were agnin aban-
doned ta their own glooms,

The arrival of her son seemod to have ani-
meted Madame La Mette with new life, anid all
her atflictions werp, for the present, albzor! in
Joy. She often gnzed silently on him with a
mather's fondness, and her partielity heightonad
every improvement which time had wrooght in
hiz person and manner. He was now
twenty-third year: his person waz manly, and
his pir military: his manners were unaffectod
anid gmecfol, mther than dignified; and though
his fontures were frregolar, they composed a
countennnee, which, having seen it once, you
would-geel: agnin.

She made enger inguiries after the friends she
Liad l1aft 2t Paris, enid learned, that within the
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fow months of her absence, some had died nnd
others quitted the place. ILa Motte nlso learned
that a very strenvous search for him had been
prozecuted at Paris; and, thouzh this intellizence
was only what he e before sxpected, it shock-
ed him so much that he now cclared it wonlil
be expedient to remove to & distant countiy,
Lonis did not seruple to soy, that he thought he
would be @5 safe at the abbey as ot any other
f»lnce + and repeated what Nemonrs had said,
hat the king's officers had been unable {o tince
mJ,.t'ﬁ'vurb of his route from Paris,

" Hesides," resumoed Louis, * this shbey is pro-
tected by a-snpornatural pawer, amid none of the
conntry people dare approach it

“Pleaze vou, my Young mpster,’” sabl Peter,
who was waiting in the reom, ® wo were fright-
ened cnouzh the first nlght we came Teve, and T,
myself, God forgive me! thought the place was
inhahited by devils; but they were only owls; and
sueh like, after all™

“Your opinion was not seked," said Lo Motle;
“Jearn to be silent™

Peter was abashed,  When Le had gquitted the
voort, La Motie asked hisson, witl seemin%mm-
lessness, what were the reports cirenlnted by the
counitry peaples.  "O! Sir? replicd Louis, L
cannot recolleet half of them. 1 rememboy, Tiow-
ever, they sail that many yearsago & person (but
nobody Ead sver saen him, 50 we may jndze how
far the report onzht to bo crodited ), wos privataly
Byonght to this abbey, and confined in some part
of ity snd that thore were strong repsons to be-
linve hie came whfndriv to bis end.™

La Motte sigled. “Thay farther aid." conii-
nned Louig, “that the si'»cctm of thia deceased
had ever since watched nightly among the ruing;
and to moke the sturi.' nrore wnuda;'ﬁll (for the
marvellous is the delight of the volgar) they
added, that there was a certain part of tha rain,
from whenee no person that had dared to explore
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it, hnd over votarned. Thus people, who' have
faor ohiepts of real interest to engrge their
ti:ung'h!es, conjure up for themselves imaginary
anes," .

Lo Motte sat musing. * And whal were tha
rexsons,” suiil he, at length awaking from his re-
virie, “ they protended to nasign, for believing
tho person confined here wis wnrdered ™

#They did not nse n term 50 poditive as that,"
ranliod Lonks, )

“Penat enil La Motie, recollacting hinself,
Sihey ondy stid he exne unfiirly to his ewd.”

“Thint isa nice distinetion,” said Adeline,

Sy 1 conld not well compreliend what these
repsons were,” resnmed Louls; ¥ the people; in-
dead, say, ihint the person who was brought I‘:el\e,
wid never known o departs but I do not fAnd it
eertning that he ever arrived: that there was
strange privacy and mystery absevved while ha
was hore, and that the abiey his never sings
Lisan intialited by its owner. . Thevs seemns, how-
over, to o nothing in all this that deserves to be
romembarad.  Ln Mofte raised his head, as if o
reply, when the entranes of Madnte tumed the
disagurse npon a new subject, nud it was not re-
smnail fhat dav.

Pator was now despatehed for provisions, while
La Motte nnd Lonis retired to consider how far
it was-gale for them to continue at the abbey,
La Motte, nobwithstandine the assurances lately
civen i, eonld not bat think that Peters hlun-
derg anid His shn's inqhites, might lead to & dis-
covary of g vesilenen. Herovolved this in his
pilad for soma time; bat ot lengih o thought
stk Inm, thiat the latter of Lthese cirenmstances
might consideralify coniribute to his. sseurity.
I yrom," said he to Louis, “ roturn to the innoat
Aubeine, from whenee you were divecied kere,
and 1\-Itl1m'.=} secaning to intend giving intelli=
Evm:e, do give the ladiond an sccomt of your

avine foitod the abboy uninhiabited, snd then
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add, that you had diecovered the vesidence of
the person vou sought in eome Jdistant town, ie
would suppress any reports that may st presenc
exist, and prevent the bLellel of aoy in folure,
And i aftar all this, vou can trost yourselt for
presence of mind snd cetnmamd of counteninee
80 far as to deseribe some dréadful apparition, 1
think these circumstanecs, togatlicr with the ﬂ%s-
tance of the abley, and the furiescids of the
forest, eould entitle me to cvnsider this place s
m{muﬂc." _

oiiis agreed to nll that Nis faiher hed pro-
posed, and on the following day executed his
commistion with sech suceess; that the tranguil-
lity of the nbhey moy be then =aid to hnve been
eutively restored,

Thus ended this adventure; the only one that
hod seemred to disturl tho family doving their
risidenee in the forest,  Adeline; removed from
the apprelension of these evils with which tiie
late eituation of La Jlotte had threatened her,
and from the depression wideh Ler interest in his
fate occasioned Loy, now experienced amore than
ugual complacency of mind. She theugkt too,
that she observed o Madawe Lo Mette o renews-
al of lier former kindness: and this cirenmstance
awokened all hier gratitude, and iwparted to ey
o plensure os lively &5 it was innceent.  The sa-
tisfaction with whach the presence of her con in-

ived Madame Lp MMotie, Adeline mistook for
kindness to herself, nind she exerted lLer whole
n:’l_antiml inn an oendegvour to beeome worthy
of it )

Bat the: joy which iz unexpected gririval had
given 1o L Mutte guickly besan to evaporate,
and the loom of despondency oonin ev;ll.lluql Gk
his countennuce, Herenuwed fenuently to lia
Dot in the forest—ihe same moyeterlons sadnoss
timetured his mopuer, and revived the noxiety of
Madome La Motte, who was vesolved to oequaing
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her son with this sulject of distress, and solicit
Lis sssistance to penetrate its source.

Her jealousy of Adeline, however, she could
not connnunichte, though it again tormented her,
and tanght hor to misconstrus, with womler&tt
ingenuity; every look and word of La Motte, and
often to mistake the artless expressions of Ade-
line's gratitude and regued, for those of warmer
tendomess. Adeline had ?-:-rmeﬂy accustomed
hersell to long walks in the forest,and the de-
sign Madame had formed of watching her stepa,
had been frugtrated by the late cirenmetances,
and was now-enliroly overcome by her sense of
its diffieulty nud danger. To employ Peter in the
affair, wounid be to acquaint hint with her fears;
and to follow her hersell, would most probabily
DLetray her sclhieme, by mu:kil:lg Adeling aware of
her jealousy, Deing thus restrained by pride
and delieacy, e was obliped to endure the
pangs of uncertalnty concerning the greatest
et of her suspicions.

To Louis, however, she related the mysterious
change in s fnther's temper. He listénod to
her account with very earnest attention, and the
surprise and concern impressed upon WiE couns-
tenance spole how much his heart wasiuterest-
ed.  Hewas, however, involved in equal perplex-
ity with herself upon this subject, and readily
undertook to observe the motionz of La Motle
believing his interference Iikei{ to he of equai
seTvies th to hiz fither and his mother, He
suw, in some degree, the suspicions of ‘I]th, mo-
ther: but as he thought she wished to dBpuise
her feelings, be suffercd her to Lelieve that she
sareoded,

He pnow inguired concérni.,, ..eling, and hs-
tened to her little historf,u which hig mother
gave o Yrief relotion, with great apparent inter-
est. So mnch pi:f' did he express [or her condi-
Lo, anid g0 mueh indignation at the usnatural
conduct of her futher, thot the apprebensions
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which Madame La Moptte Began to forw, of lig
baving discovered ber jeslousy, gle!l.lmt to thasa
of a different kiud. Shepirceived that the beay-
ty of Adeline had already ligcinated bis hoosgl-
nation, and she feared lhui her aminble manners
would spon impress his heart.  Had her first
fondoess for Adeling continued, she would still
have looked with displeasure upon their attach-
ment, 85-an obstacle to the premotion pnd the
fortune she hoped to see one enjoyed by bor
son.  On these she rested all her future hopes of
prosperity, and ¥ ed the metrimonial nlli-
ance n-qiaﬂ Iig amight form, o the only neans of
extricating his family from their present diffical-
ties, “She, therefore, tonched Hehithy upon Ade-
line’s merit, coolly joined with Louis in compis-
giohativg her mistortunes, and with her cousira
of the father's eonduct, mixed an impliod suspi-
cion of that of Adeliwe’ss The meaus she cn-
ployed to repress the passions of ber son, had o
contrary effect.  The indifference which she ex-
E towards Adeline; increased his pity for

et destitute condition; ind the tenderness with
which she affected to judge the fatlier, heizhton-
ed his honest indiguation ot Lis character,

Ag he guitted Madame Lo Motte, he saw his
father cross the lnwe, and enter the deop slhads
of the forest, om the feft.  He judged this to be'n
good opportunity of commeneingr his plang and,
ﬁ*;iltfng the ablrey,slowly followed at o distanee,

5 Motte continned to wall strmizht Sorwad,
and seemed 5o :loe]';ly wenpt in thoushs, that he
Yook meither to tho right o loft, and senvesl
lifved his head from the ground,  Louls Lad fol-
lowed him nors half o mile, when he sow him
sudidenly st - %o m avenue of the forest,
which tock o drderent divection frémn the way he
had hgtheﬂ;}éunu. He quickened his stops that
he- might lose sight of himig bud, ff?n-i,.g
reacliod the avenue, fonnd the trees to thickly
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interwoven, that La, Meotte was already hid from
his view,

He continned, however, to pursue the way Le-
fore him: it condueted him throngh the most
gloomy port of ihe forest he liad yet seen, till
ot length it terminated fn an obscure recess,
over-arehed with Lizh trees, whese interwoven
branches excloded the direct rays of the sun,
and admitted only o sort of selemn {vdilight,
Louis looked arcund in search of La Motte, but
he wos nowhere to be seen, While ho slond
sarvéving the place, and considering what far-
ther shoulid be done, he observed, throvgh the
gloom, an shjeet at some distance; but the deep
ghadow that fell around prevented his distin-
guishing what it was.

On advancing, he pereelved the rains of o small
building; which, from the traces that remained,
appeared to have been o tomb.  As he gazed up-
on it, * Here,” said he, * ave probably deposited
the nshes of some ancient monk, once an inhabi-
tant of the abbeys vevhaps of the fonuder, who,
after having spent a iife of abstinence and prayer,
-aought in heaven the reward of his forbeprance
upon carth. Peace be to his-soul! But did he
think = lile of mere nepntive virtue deserved an
eternal veward! Alistaken man! veason, had you
trusted to iis digtates, wounld have informed you,
that the setive virtuwes, the adherenee to the
golden rule, *Do as you would be dope unto,’
could alone diezerve the favour of a Deity, whose
ziory is benevolenee,”

Ho remained with his eyes fized upon the spot,
and presently saw o fipure arse under-the arch
of the sepulchre. It started, as if on perceiv-
ing him, nnd inimediately disappeared. Lowis,
though unused to foar, felt ab {hat meontent an un-
casy sensation bub it almost-innedintely-gtruck
him that this was La Motte himself. He mdvane-
od o the vuin, ond ealled hiw, No answer was
returped, and he'repeated the eall, but all wos
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set still as the grave. He-thon went up to the
arch-way, uud endeovoured to examine the place
where he bad disnppeared; ot the shadowy oli-
gearity rendered the ptiempt fruitless.  Hae ohe-
served, however, o little to the right, an eotraoes
to Lhe roin, and advanesd some steps down adark
kind of passage, when, recollecting that this place
mizht be the liant of bandittiy his dapger alnm-

Iiimy, aud e retreatod with precipiiation,

He walled towards the ahbey by the way he
cames and finding ne person followed him, and
believing Inmself again in alety, lis foroer sur-
migs returned, nnd he thought 16 was La Motle
hie had seen.  He mused upon this strangs pos-
eibility, and endeaveursd to £e3ign A Yeason. for
so uysteriong a conduct, but ju vain, Notwith-
standing this, his belief of i strensihened, snd he
entored the ubbcy ander 82 full & ¢onviction as
the éirenmetanees would admit of, thit 18 was bis
futher who hagd appeared in the sepulehre. Ona
entering what was npw weed o o pmlour, e was
muael surprized (o find Lim guietly seated there
with Madime La Moite and Adeline, aud come
versing a5 40 le had been returmed some Hne.

Te took the first opportunity of acguainting lis
mother with the late adventare, and of fu 'll;‘ﬂilg
how long La ' Blotie had beon roturmpd fore
him; whey, lepruing tlat it was vear hinlf an
houy, his surprise fncreased, and Le Mnew not
whiat to cosiclude.

Meanwhilea pereeption of the prowing portial-
ity of Louis ¢co-opeaied witly the canker of sna-
picion, to destroy in Madome La Matte that af-
fection whieh piry and esteent Tind furmerly ox-
cited for Adeline. Her vnkicdness wia now too
obvious to ceeape the notice of her 1o whom it
was dirccbed s and, being noticed, it occnsioned
e augizh which Adeline found it very difficalt
to endurve, With the warinth and cindour of
youth, ehoeonght an expbmation of this clmage
of behinviodr, and un eprortunity of cxeulpating
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herself from ony intention of Fru\'uiril:ag it.  But
this Madame La Motte artfully evaded, while at
the same time she theew out hints, that involved
Adeline in du;}qur.pérpl&xiti;(, und served to make
ber present affliction more intolerable.

1 have lost that affection,” she would sy,
“which was my all. It was my only comfert—
yet I have lest it—and this without even kuow-
o my effence. But I om thankful 1 have not
merited unkindness, ond, though e has aban-
doned me, I shall always love hep,”

Thus distressed, she wonld frequently leave the
parlony, snd, retiring to her chamber, would

jeld to o despendency, which she had never

gwn till now.

One morning, betng unable tosleep, she -aroge
at & very early hour, The faint light of day now
trembled through the clouds, and p’mgnpljy
apreading from the horizon, aunoanced the rising
sun. _Every feature of the lnndseape was slowly
unveiled, mojst with the dews of night, and
brightening with (ho dawn, till at length the sun
appeared, aud shed the full flood of day, The
beuly of the hour invited her to walk, and she
went forth into the forest to taste the sweets of
morning:  The carols of new-waked birds saluted
Lier as she passed, and the fresh gale came scent-
ed with the breath of fowers, whose tints glowed
migre vivid through the dew-dropes that hung on
their lenves.

She wandered an without noticing the distanee,
aud following the windingsof the river, cama to
a dewy. glade, whide woods, sweeplng down to
the very edge of the water, formed o scene so
sweatly romantic; tlmt she-septed berselfat the
foot of & tree to contémplate its beauty, These:
imuges insensibly soothed her sorrow, and inspir-
el Ber with that soft and pleasing melancholy o
dear to the feeling mind. Forsome thme she sab
lost in n reverie, while the flowers thal grew on
the bunks Leside ler, scomed to smile m new
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life, and drew feom her 8 cemparison with hep
own condition.

A thomsand ap rehensiona shot athwark her
busy thought; and she now first remembered her
distance from the abbey. She rosein haste to be
gone, when o stranger respeetfully advonced; bup
oheerving her timid loocks and retiring steps, he

used, She pursued her way towards the ab-
m'i; and, though many reasons made Ler puxipws
to know whether she was followed, delicacy for-
Dbade her to look back. When she renched the
alibey, finding the fumily wes not yeb sssembiled
to bpealkfast, she retived to her chamber, where
- her whole thonghts were employed in conjectures
! concerning the stranger; believing that sho was
interested on this point vo farther than as it con-
eerned the safety of Lo Motte, she indulzed,
withoutseruple, the remembranes of that digni-
fied aip and wnnner which so much distinguished
the youtl she had seen.  After revolving the cir-
emnstance more deeply, she balieved it impossi-
Ble that o person of his appenranes should be eén-

d inn gtratagem to betray o fellow ereature;
nn§ thongh she was destitute of asingle circums-
stamece that wmight gssist hor swemises of who he
wits, ot whitt wus his business in an unfrequented
forest, she rejected, unmnstmuli!)}', GVEIY suspi-
cion injurious to his character.  Upon farther de-
liberation, therefore, she resolved not to mention
this little eireumsiance to La Motte; well kngw-
ing that though lis donper might be imsginary,
his ap?mlwnalrms would be real, and would re-
new nll the sufterings and perplexity, from which
he was but just relessed, @ resolved, Dhow-
?vu'. to refrain, for some thme, walking it the

orest, )

Wlien she enme down to breakingt, she'obsery.
ed Madame La Motte to be more { usutlly
reserved. Lo Motte entered the reom soon atter
Ler, atd made some triffing observations on the
wenther: and, having endeavoured to suppart an
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effort ot cheetfulness, eunk into his vsual'melan-
choly. Adcline watched the countenance of
Ma e with anxiety; and when there nppeared
in it a gleam of kindness, it was 28 sunshine {o
her gonl: hub ghe very seldom suffered Adeline
thus to fatter berself. Tler pomversation wes re-
gtrained, and often pointed ot semething more
than eould be underetood.  The entranee of Louis
was @ very seasonable relief to Adelive, who al-
most feared to trust hor vaice with o sentenee,
lest its trembling accents should betyay her un-
ensiness,

* This charming orning drew yon earlg from
* wour chamber,™ gaid Laowis, addressing Adeline,
—*¥ou had, no doubt, a pleasint eampanion
too,” gnid Madame La Motte; "a solitary walk
is seldom agrecable.'” - §

“Twas alone, Madame," replied Adeline.

“Tndeed! your own thouglits must be highly
pleazing ther.™

“AlagT™ returned Adeling, a tear, spite of her
efforts, starting to her eye, * there ate now few
sabjects of pleasure left for themn."”

“That iz very surprising,”” pursued Madame
La Motte.
 “Is it, indeed, surprising, Macewe, for these
who have lost their Inst friend to Le uullnp}:_vi "

Madame La Motte's conscience acknow ledged
the rebuke, and she blushed., “ Well)” resunied
she, after ashort prose, “that is not yoursituation,
Adeling,” looking earnestly at La Motte., Ade-
line, whose innocence protected ber frome sus-
picien, did oot regard this eircumstanee; but,
gmiling throwgh her tears, snid, she rejoiced to
hepr her say so,  During this conversation, La
Motte had remained absorbed in his own
thourhts; and Louis, unable te guess ot what it
pointed, looked pltermately at by mother and
Adeline for an explonation. The latter he re-
garded with an expression so full of tendor come-
passion, thal it revealed at once to Madame La
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Motta the sentiments of his soul; and she imma.
diately replied o the last words of Adsline with
o very serions air: “ A friend is only estimable
when onr conduet desorves one; the friendship
that survives the merit of its object, is a disgrea
ingtead of au honoor, to both parties,”

Wik manner and amphisis with which she de-
livered these worls, agsin alarmed Adeline, who
milidly said, she hoped she shonld never deserve
aneh epnsurc. Madame was silent; bot Ados
line was zo mineh shoeked by what hind already

i, that temars spanng from her eyes, and she
bid lier free with lier handkevehief,

Louta now rose with soie emoliond and La
Motto, ropssd from his reverie, luguired what
woz the matter; bot, beforo e coukl receive an
answer, he seemed to have forget that he lad
nshed a quastion.. * Adeline may give you hier
o gecount,” said Madame La Motie—* 1 have
uob deservod this enid - Adelive, iging, “hot
ginee my presence & displeasioeg, 1wkl vetire”

She moved toward the doory; when Lotis, who
was pacing the room in npparent agitation, gently
took her hand, saving, VHere is some unlappy

fatake,” and wauld have led Loy to her seats
ut hey spivits were tog wiuch depressed bo en-
durg loarer vesbrgiot; and, withdrawing her
hand, * Snifur ma to zo," giid she; “if there ig
any mistake, I am vnable to explain it Say-
ing this ska auitied Lhe reom.  Lonis follawed
By with hig'eyas to the doors whan, turing te
his mother, * Surely, Jadume,' said he,  yon are
to blame; puy Hith on it ehe déssrves your warms
o5k tendarness,”

* You are very eloquent in hereauss, Sie,” gaid
Madame:  may 1 prosimne to nsle whing has inter-
ested you thos in her Suvoue?”

*Her own aminble manners,” rejoined Louis,
“which no one con olwerve without csiceming
£,

“Hub yarr-may presnme oo musl on your ot
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obearvations: it is pogsible these amiable man-
pers may deceive you'
“ Your pardon, Madame; T may, without pre-
sumption, affirm they carnot deceive me?”
“Yon have, no doubt, gnn_ﬂ reanons for this
ngsertion; and 1 perceive, by your admiration of
this artless fanocens, sho hns succeeded in her
dezign of entrapping your heart.,™ .
“Without designing it, she Bas won my admi-
ration; which wonld not have heen the case, had
£he been eppable of the conduet you mention.”
Madame Lo Motte wns going to veply, but was
vented Ly her husband, ‘who, again 1 x
m his reverie; inquired into the canse of dis-
pute:r “Away with this ridienlous behaviear,”
enid he, in a voice of displessnre. *Adéline has
omitted some honselold duty, I -suppose, and an
offence 0 heinons descrves severe punishment,
no donbt; bt let me he no more disturbed with
{imr petty almrru.‘].%; if you mnst he tyrannical,
Aladome, indule vone omenr in private.”
Saying this; he abrublly quitted the veom, and
Loniz immediately follawing, Madame was left to
Irer owm vnpleasant vellections,  Her ill homonr
proceeded from the usnal canse.  Sheé had heard
of Adeline's walle: and La Motte Liaving gone
forth into the farest nt an enrly hovr, her imagi-
nation, heatad by the broadings of jealousy, sng-
fested that they had appointed a mecting.  'Thig
wag confirmed to her i the entranee of Ade-
line, quickly followedd by La Motte; and her per-
coptions thus jaundiced by passion, neither the
presence of her som, or her usual attention to
good manners, had been alile to reatrain her emo-
tiong,  The behaviour of Adeline, in the lats
acene, ghe congidered as a refined picce of art;
and the indifference of La Motte as affected,
Adeline had: rétirod to her chamber to weep.
When her first nzitations were subsided, she
took an ampla review of her conduct; and per-
ceiving nothing of which she ¢ould aecuse herselfy
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she hecame move satisfied, deriving lter best com-
fort from the Integrity of her intentions.. In the
monient of aceiisation, innogence may sometimes
b opprossed with the punishment due only to
guilty but reflection dissolves the iilusions of ter-
vor,and brings to the aehing hesom the consola=
tiong af virtne. :

When La Motte quitted the room, he had gone
into the forost: ‘Lrﬂ!ch Louis observing, he fol-
losred and Joined him, with an intention of touch-
ing npon the subject of hismelancholy. “Itisa
fine morning, Sir. sajd Lowis; *if wou will give
me leave, I will walk with you" La Matte,
though dissatisfied, did not object; oand afier
they had procesded como way, ke chanped the
course aof iz wallc, striking into a path contrary
tﬁ tl'!nt wi;i::hd.]’..mns had ohserved kim tale on
the foregoing day,

Lonis rvemncked, that the avenue ther had
quitted was more shady, and, theredore, more
pleazant. Lo Motte not seeming to natice this
remark, ™ [t londs to o singular spot.’ continned
he, *whieh I distovered yestepday.” La Motte
ratsed hig hoad, Lonis procoeded to deseribethe
tomb, and the adventure he had met with:
dnring this relation, La Motte regarded him with
edarnest attention, while his own' countenanco
auffored vorions.changes.  When he had eoncli-
ded, * You wers very darving,” said La AMotte,
"ia examine that place, 11n.r|:|culnrldv whet ¥t
venturpd dovn the passage: 1 wonld sdvise yon
to. ba move cautions how ydn penolrate the
deptha of this forest. I, myself, have not ven-
“tured hevend o certain bonndary; andam, there-
fare, uninformed what inhabitanis it may harbore.
Your sccotmt hag alarmed me” continned lie,
“for if banditti are in the neighbonrbood. I min
not safe from their depredations: "tis true, [ have
hufr- Little to lose, excent my life”

" And the lives of yonr fomily,” reloined Lenis:
—* 0Ff ponrse,” said La Motte,
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Tt wonuld be well to have more mrtninl{r “‘?m
that lead,” rejolned Louwss; * [ am constdoring:
how we muy obinin "

WOs napless to consider that, ™ enid La Motte,
4 the inquiny iteelf hiings- denger with it; your
life would, perkaps, ba 'r:tii.'i for the indalgence of
vour curiosity: our only chance of safety is by
enideavenring to vemain undizscoverads Let ua
move tovwerds theabbey.!"
* Lowis Riew nob whet to think, ot said no more
npoy thesuliject, La Motte soon afler refapsed
into 0t of waging; ond Lis sou now toglk ooca-
sion (o lament that depression of spirits which
b Liaid Dately obzerved in him.  * Rather Jament
the cnuss of i, snid Lo Motte, with o sigh—
& That 1do most sincerely, whatever it may
Blay I venture to iuquire, Siv, what is the cansat”

Ave, then, iy misfortunes so liitle known to
wvom, ' rejoined La Motte, ® as to minke that ques-.
tion neecasary! Am L not driven from my home,
from any friends, and jglmost fiom my countiy,
and shall it be astod why I am afffictsd"=Louis:
felt the fusifes of this reproof, nud was 0 moment
gilant: *Thit yon are nfiifeted, Sir, does not gx-
eite my surprise” vesnmed hie; © it wonld, in-
dend, B straage, wore you not.

“ What then does exeite your surpriss]”

“The oty of eheerfulness you wore when T first
canse it

“Yon lutele lamented that 1 was afflicted”
eald Lo Mette, “and now seem not very well
plonsed that I oonee was chesrful.  What is the
eaning of st

“Fon mueh migtakie me,'" snid his gon} “noth-
ing eonld zive mp =0 much satistiction ps-fo sop
that cheerfulnesy renewad; [he sime cause of
sorvow existed &b thot tithe, yet you was then
eheerful,”

HThet T owas thén eheerful,” sabl Lia Molte,
L you misht, withont fiattery, liave nttributed to
"yourself; yonr presence revived me, and 1 was
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relieved at the samo time from o load of appre-
hensions, =

““Why, than, ns the snme ciuse existe, are you
not still eheerfull”

% And why do you not recollect that it is your
father you thus speak toi”

%1 do, Sir, and nothiog Imt anxiety for m?r
father could have urged me thus fars 1t 3 with
inexpressible concern I perceive you hnve soma
gecret cange of nneasinessy roven] it, Sir, to those
who elaim o share in 0]l youraffiiction, snd soffer
them, by participation, to soften jta’ sevoerity?’
Lonis looked up, and obgerved the connténance
of his father, pale as death; his lips trembled
while e s‘m fo, ¥ Your penetvation, howevor,
son may roely upen i, hosin the present Instance

eceiverl you. I have up subject of ‘distress; but
what yen are already noguainted with; and I
desire this conversation may never be repewed.”

“1f it iz your desire, of conrse I obey,” said

wigs  but pardon e, S, i—"

“1 will not Fanhrn you, Sir," interrupted La
Motte; “let the discourse end here  Soying
this, he quickened his stops, and Lonis, not da.
ring to pursie, wallied quietly on till e reached
the uhibey.

Adaline passed the greatest part of the day
alond-in her clinmbor, where, hiving examined
her condnet; ehe endeavonred to fortily her heart
arninst the nnmerited dizpleasore of Moadame Ln
Motte, Thiswns o task more difficult than that
of-eelf-acguitiance,  She loved her, and had ve-
liad on her fripudship, which, notwithstanding
the conduzt of Madame, =il npoeared ¥aloghle.
1t was true she bl not deserved to fose it, bul
Madime wis so nverse Lo explinition, that there
waa-little probability of recovering if, lowevor

founded mizht Ue the conse of hordislike. At
lﬁsﬁtlh she reasoned, or rather, perhaps, persua-
ded hersolf into talerable composnre; for to re-
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eign & real goold with contentment, s less-an
effort of reagon than of temper,
For many louts shoe busied hersell npon a
jece of worl, which she had undertaken for
atame Lo Motte; and this she did, withent
the lenst inteniion of concilinting her faveur, but
becanse che felt there was sometling in thus re-
paying unkindneis, whieh was suliable to her
own  temper, her sentiments, amd her ypride,
Sell-love may Le the centre, round wlhich the
human affections move: for whatever motive
cooduces to gelf-pradification may be resolved
into self-love; yet some of these aflections are in
their hature so refingd, tlat though we ennnot
deny their origin, they almost deserve the name
of virtue, O this species was that of Adeline,
In this employment, and. in reading, Adeling
nized ns mueh of the day as pmih}'h From
noke, indeed, she had constanily derived her
ehief information and amusement: these belong-
fnx ta La Motie wore fow, it well chosen; and
Adeline could find pleasure in reading them more
Mhan onee.. When her mintd was discomposed by
the behavionr of Madanie La Mlotte, or by are-
trospection of her carly misfortnnes, a book was
the opiate that hilled it to vepose. La Motte
had several of the hest Enclsh poeis, o Innguage
which-Adeline had léaroed in the convent; their
beanties, therefore, she waz capalie of fasting,
f}m:}l they often fnepired her with catlusinstic de-
ight. .
At the deeline of day, she quilted her chinmbep
to enjoy the sweet evening hour; Lt steny

yed no
farilicr {han an avenue wesr the abhew, which
fronted the west. She rehd o litthe, but fiding
it impassible any longer to ahebract ler attention
fram the seeng aronnd, she closed the book, and
viclded to the sweet complacont melancholy
whicli the hour inspived,  ‘The air was still; the
gun, sinking below the distant hills, sprend a
purple plow over the Iandscope, mul towclied tha
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forest glades with softer light. A dewy fresh-
noess wig diffiesed upon thoe air. A& the sun de-
scended, the dusk eame silently on, and the stene
essmned & solemn grandenr.

On lier return to the abbey sho was joined Ly
Louis, who, after some esnversition, sad, *1 am
wueh grieved by the seene to which I waswit-
ness this morning, aud have longed for an oppor-
tunity of telling yow s0. My mwother’s hebiavionr
18 too mystorious for e to account fory but itis
not difficult to perceive she labow's nnder some
mistake, What I liave to roquest is; that when-
ever I ean be of service to you, you will eom-
wad me,”

Adeline. thanked him for hizs friendly offer,
awlich she felt more sensibly than sle chose Lo
expross. 1 am unconscious,” said she, " of any
offence that -may have deserved Madame L
Motte's displessure, and wm, therefore, totally
unable to account for it, 1 lmve repeatediy
sought an explanation, which sho hes as snxious-
ly avoided; it i3 better, therefore, to réss the
sulject uo farthier, Lt the same tme, Sir, sufiop
me to assare you, I have nofust sense of your

oditess,”  Louts sigled, and wasosilent—Ak
enpth, “ 1 wizh you would pormit me,™ vesumed
he, o speal with my mether upon this ﬁ'l.l.!.lii Ect.
I'am snes I could couvinea lier of her ciro”™

W By om0 mesns,” veplied Adeline; * Madame
La Motle's displensure lins given e inexpressi
Lle concern; Lut to compel her to_on éxpls
Lion, would culy-ingrease (his displossibe, i
of removing i, Lot me bep of vou not Lo ht-
temptin” :

b1 snbmit too vour judpwent,” exid Louis;
“hut, for cuce, it is with reluctanee; I shoull
esteem mysell most hitppy, iF 1 conld he of sior-
viceto you!" He epolee this with on peeont so
tender, tint Adeling, for thie first Line, pervosived
the sentiments of his heart. A mind more
Trgoght with vanity than hor's, would liave
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taught her lonm to regard the attentions of
Mulﬁa, a5 the ragﬂ%ﬂrl something move than well-
bred gullantry. She did not leca.r to notice hiz
ast words, but renined silent, and involuntari-
Iy quickened her pace. Louis said no move, hot
sbemed sank in thought; and this silence ve-
%:Ened uninterrupted, til they entered the
abbey. .

CHATTER Y.

Nran o month élpsed without-any remarkible
ooonirenee: the melnncholy of La Motte snffered
little abatement » nnid the hehaviour of Madame
to Adeline, though somowhit softenad, was sti
far from kind, Louis, by numberless little atten-
tioms, testified his growing affection for Adeline,
who continusd to treat themas Mﬂ-tlsuiug civilities,

It kappened ome stormy nizht, os-they were
preparing for rest, that they were slarmed by n
tmmp'ﬁ:nﬁ of haoraes near the abley, The reund
of saveral voices suceeeded, nud ﬂ.'].mlﬂ knocking
nt the great gate of the hall snon alter confirnied
thealarm. Lz Motte hed little donbt that tle
officers of justice had ot length discoversd his re-
treat, and the perturbation of fear almost con-
founded hie =enses; he, however, ordersd the
lights to be extinguiched, fnd a profound silenee
to Lo obzerved, nnwilling to negleet even the
elightest possiliility of secority. Therno was n
clunen, be thought, that the persons might ssip-
fose the plate unihabited, and helieve they had
mistaken the ohject of theirsearch.  His orders
wore septesly obevmd, when the t;1m:kiu§ was
renewad, aitd with Incroszed violence.  La Alotts
nosw répaied to o fmall groted winidlow o the
portal of the gpte, that e iizht ebserve the
number and appearance of the m“im' il

The darkness of the nicht basfled ke purpoze:
he contd only pereeive o gronp of men on horses
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back: but Notening attentively, he distinguished
a part of their discourse. Several of the men
contetided, thnt they had mistaken the place;
1ill ‘a person, wha; from his authornitative veice,
appeared to be their leader, affivmed, that the
lights hiad issved from this spot, and he was posi-
tive there were porgsons within, Haviog eaid
this, hie agnin knocked lowdly ot the gate, and
was answered only by hollow eehoes, La Motte's
beart trembled at the sound, snd be was nnabile
o moves

After wailing some time, the strangers seemed
nc if in-conenliation; but their discourse was con-
ducted in suck a low tone of voice, that La Motte
was unable te distinguish its purport. They with-
drew from the grmate, as if to depart, but hi pre-

csently heard them smongst the trees on the other

gide of the fbric, and soon became convinesd
they had wot left the abbey. A few minutes held
La Motte in n state of torturing suspense; he
uitted the Emln. wileve Louis now stationed
imself, for that part of the edifice which over-
lo:i'l:g:'l the gpot where he supposed them to be
waiting,

The ﬁlum wis now loud, and the hollow blast,
which rushed among the trees, prevented his dis-
lmﬁ‘bﬁ@ng any other sound. Once, in the pauses
of the wind, he thought he heard distinct voices;
but he wne not Innf Teft to conjecture, for the re-
newod knocking ot the gate again tr‘gi'm!lc:l him
and regurdless of the torvers of Madame Ln
Motte ahd Adeline, he o to try his lust chauce
of concenlment, by means of the trap-doer.

Spon after, the vieleued of the nsailants seems-
ing to incvense with every sust of the tempest,
the-ﬁ_nte. which was old and decayed, burst fiom
s hinpes; dud admitted them to the hall. At
the moment of their enirince, o scream from
Madame Lo Motte, who stood at thoe door of an
adjeinin~ apartment, confirmed the snspicion of
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the prineipal siranger, who continued to advance
ais foct a5 the darkness wounld permit him. i

Adeline had fainted, and Modame La Motts
wis ealling londly for sssistanece, when Peter en-
tered with lights, and discovered the hall filled
with men, and his youns mistress senseless upion
the floor. A Chevalier now advaueed, and zoli-
citing pardan of Madnme for the mdeness of his
conduet, was atlempting an apology, when pers
ceiving Adelive, he liastened to raise her from
the ground; bul Lowis, who now returned, canght
her in hiz arms, and desived the stranger uot (o
interfere.

The person to whom he spole this, wore the
star of one of the first orders in France, and
an pir of Gi{millv whieh deelnred him to be of su-
perior yank.  He appeared fo ba about forty;
But perhaps the spivit snd five of his countenanes
made the impression of time upon his Teatures
loss Temc]ltihlu. Hig sofiencd aspeéct ond josi-
nuating manners, while, regardless of himself, he
geemed attentive only to the condition of Ade-
ling, gradnally dissipated the apprelensions of
Madame La Matte, and sulidued the sudden re-
sentmaent of Lonis.  Upon Adeline, who was yetb
insensible, e gazed with an eager admiration,
swhich seemed to absorb all thie faculties of lis
mind.  She was, indeed, an object not to be con-
temnplated with indifference.,

Her beauty, touched with the languid delicacy
of illness, gained from sentiment what it Jost in
Bbloom, The neglizence of her dress, loosened
for the purpose of froe respiration, discovered
these glowing eliprms, which her auburn bresses,
that fell in profusion over her bosom, shaded, but
could not conceal,

There now enteved another stranger, a4 young
Chevalier, whe, hoving spolien Linstily to the ld-
o jnin-prj the genernl group thit enrrounded
.ﬂ&gliuo. He was of o person, in whish eleganca
wag happily Blended with strepgthy aud Lad a
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countenance animated, but not ]:aught(v; volile,
yit expressive of peculine sweotness. What ren-
deved it at_present more interesting, was the
compassion e seemed to feel for Adeline, who
now vevived and saw him, the fivst object that
met her gyes, bending over her in silent anxiety.

Ondpemeit.'ing him, & biush of gquick surprisa
passed over her ChL‘éii,, for she knew him (o be
the stranger she liad geen in (he forest, Hep
couptenance instantly ehianged to the paleness of
tervor, when she observed the room erowded
with people. Louis now supported her into ane-
ther apartment, where the two Chevaliers, who
followed her, cgain npuitﬁised for the alarm they
hodl oecasioned.  The elder, tuming to Madama
La Motte, said, “ You are, no doubt, Madame, {sg
norant that I am the proprictor of this ablhey.”
She started: * Be not alprmed, Madame, you sre
gafe and welcome, This ruinous spot has been
lonz abandoned by me, and if it has afforded you
a shelter, 1 am i_mp&:r- ' Madame La Motte ex-
]J:rmgd her gratitude for this condescension, and

onis declared his sonse of the pelitencss of the
Marguis de Montalt; for that was the title of (ke
noble stranger. y

“ My chief residence,” said the Marquis, ®isin
o distant provinee; but I have a chatean near the
borders of the forest, and in returning from an
exeursion, I have been Benighted, and lost my
ay. A E’ighl,}\'him gleamed through the trees,
attrneted me hither; and such was the darkness
without, that I did not knoew it proceeded from
the abbey till [ came to the door,” The nolle
deportment of the strangers; ﬂ!a gplendour of
their opparel, amd above all, this speech, dissi-
pated overy remaining doubt of Mudame's, and
‘shie wis giving ovders for 1efreshiments to be set
before them, when La Motte, who bad Hstened,
and was now convineed be had nothing to fear,
entered the apartment.

He advanced tovand the Marquis with a com-
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placent sir; bnt, ns he weunld bave spoke, the
words of wilcome fultered on his lipe, his limba
trembled, aud o ghostly paleness everspread his
eonutennnce, The Marquis was little léss agi-
tated, and; in the first moinent of .sm'pnseLFuI
his hand npon his swopd; but pecollecti -
self, he withdrew it, and endenvoured to obtain g
corumangd of featuren. A pause of agonising si-
lemice ensued. Lo Motte made somie motion to.
wards the door, but his azitated frame refused to
m]gpm-t him, and he sunk inte a chodr stlent and
exbmisted. The hoyror of his counlénanes, to-
gether with his whole behaviour, excited the ut-
most surprise in Madame, whose eyes inquired of
the Marquis more than he thought proper to an-
gwer: his Joaks Increased, inslead of explaining
the mystery, and expressed a mixture of emo-
tions, which she could wot analyse, Meanwhile,
ghie endenvoured to soothe and revive her huss
band, but he repressed her efforts, eod, averting
bis faee, covered it with his bands,
- Marquis seeming to recover his presence
of mind, stépped to the door of the hall where hig -
ple were assembled, when La Motte, starting
his ceat, with a frantic air, called on him to
return.. The Marquis Jooked back sud stopped,
bt still hesitating whether to proceed; the sn
plications of ~Adeline, who was new returs
added to thoze of Lo Motte, determined him, in
b sal down. T request of yon, oy Lord,)" eaid
La Motte, " that we nuiy converse for o few mo=
wents by ourselves.™
“The request is-bald, and the indolgence, per-
haps, don e, gakd the Maveucis: it s more
nlza than 1will grast.  Youwean have nothing te
sy, with which your family are not nequainted
—apeal your purpose, and be iief,”  La Motte's -
cowplexion varied io every sentence of this
Bpeéci—" Impaossible! my Lord," said he; " my
Iips shinll close for aver, are they S;ranuunce be=
fors auother human helng the woids reserved for
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you along.—T entreat—I sugplicnto of you a few
moments’ private discourze.”  As he pronouncod
tlese words; tears sveclled into his gyes, and the
Marquis, softenpd by his distress, consented,
though with evident emotion and reluctince, to
s reguest. !

La Motte took a light and led the Marguis toa
stnnll rooin in & remote Fuﬂ of the edifice, where
they remained mear an lowr.  3ladamoe, alarmed
Ly thig length of their absenee, went in guest of
them: as she drew near, o curiosity, in sueh efi-
cumstances, perbare, not unjustifinble, prompted
Ligr to Hsten. Lo Motte just thon eXclaim
“The phrenzy of despalrl™=Some words follow-
edy delivered s low tone, Which she eould not
nuderstand.—** I lnve suiffered more than I ean
express,' continued he; **the sume image has
]aursned’ me in my midnight dream, and in my
daily wanderings, There 13 no punishment short
of death which I would not bave enduored, to re-
¥ni.n the state of mind with which I entered this
orest, 1 ngain address myself to Your ¢compas-
sion.” :

A loud gust of wind, that burst along the pas-
:c‘!f;q-wbm'a Madsme La Motte stogd, overpower-

is voice, and that of the Marquis, who spoke
in Eh‘; but she soon after distinguished tﬁmaa
words:—* To-morrow, my Lord, if you return to
these roine, I will lexd you to the gpat.’?

* That is searcoly nocessary, and moy be dan-
gerpus,’ sl the Marquis.—" From' you, my
?.m‘ﬂ. can excuse theso donlits” reésumed La
Bottas” buk Iwill swenr whatever youshall pro-
E-uae.—-'k'a_ﬁ," continued he, * whatever mey ba

he congequence, I will swenr to-sulimit to yvour
decree.” - The rising tempes| fzaln drowned the
gound of their veices, und Muademe Lo Acotte
wainly epdeavoured to hear those words, upon
which probably hung the explanation of this
mysterious conduect. They now moved townrds
the door, and she rotreated with presipitation to
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tho apartment where she had left Adeling, with
Louis and the young Chevalier.

Hither the Marguis and La Motte soon follow-
ad; the first haughty aud cool, the latter seme-
what more composed than before, thoush the fme
pression of horrer was nol yeb faded from lis
conntenance,  The Marguis passed on to the hall
where his retinue awaited: the storm was :‘lﬂ£
yet subsided, but ke seemed impatient to be gone,
and ordered lis people to be in readiness, La
Motte olserved a sullen silence, frequently Eﬂ(‘jﬂg
the room with hasty steps, and sometimes lost in
reverie—~Meanwhile, the Marquis, seating him=
self by Adelive, direpted to her his whole atten-
tiom, except when sudden fits of abgence came
over his mind, and suspended him in silence: at
these times the young Chevalier addressed Ade-
ling, who, with difidence nnd some agitation,
shrunlk frem the oheervance of both.

The Marquis had been near two hours at the
abbey, and the tempest still continning, Madame
La Motte offered him n bed. A lpok from her
husband made her tremble for the consequence,
Her offer was, Llowever, politely declined, the
Marquis being evidently as impatient to be
gone, fs liis tenant appeared distressed by his

vegence.  He often returned to the hall, and
Rﬁm the gates raised a look of impatience to the
elonds. Nothing was to be seen through the dark-
ness of night—oothing heard but the howlings of
the storm,

The morming dawned before he departed. Az
he was prepanng to leave the abbey, Lo Motte
again drew hin aside, and held him for a few
moments in close conversation. His impassioned
gestures, which Madame La Motte observed from
& remote part of the room, added to her curiosity
a degree of wild apprehension, derived from the
obscurity of the sulject; Her endenvour to dis.
tinguish the corresponding words was baffled by
the low yojee in which they were uttered.
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The Marquis and his retinue at length depart-
ed, and La Motte, having himself fastoned tha
gates, silently and dejeetedly withdrew to lis
ch_ums‘h(rr, The moment they were alone, Madame
seized the opportunity of entreating hier husband
to explain the scene she lad witnessed. ** Asl
mo na guestions,™ said La Motte, sternly, “for |
will angwer none, 1 have already forbade your
speaking to me on tlus subject.”

“What subject?” eald his wife. La Motte
seemed to recollect himself.—* No matter—I was
mistaken—I theught you had repestod theso
questions before,” -

“ A" said Moademe La Motte, it iz then as
I suspected: your former melancholy, and the
distress of this night, have the same czuse.”

“And why should you either suspect or in-

uirel Am I always to be persecuted with con-

eoturesi'’

“ Pardon me, I meant not to perseente yon;
bt my anxiety for your welfave will not suifer
me to 1est under this dreadful uncertainty. Let
me elaim the privilege of a wife, aud shiare the
affliction which oppresses you, Leny me notl.'—
La Motte interrupted her. © Whatever may be
the ennse of the emotions which you linve wit=
nessed, I swear that I will not now reveal it. A
time may come, whett 1 shall no longer judge
concenlment necessary; till then be silent, and
desist from importunity; above all, forbear to 1e-
mark to any one what you may hove seen uncoms
wioh fn me, Bury your surmiseé in your pwn bo=
som, as you would aveid my curse, and my de-
struction. The determined air with which he
spolie this, while hiscotntenance was overspread
with & fivid hoee, made bis wife shudder; and she
forbore all reply. :

Madamo La Motte retived to bed, but not to
rest.  Bhe rumivated on the past oceurvenco;
and her su{:r'me and curiosity, eoncerning the
words sad kebaviowr of her busband. were buk



112 THE ROMANOE OF THE FOREST,

more strongly stimulated by reflection.  Ona
truth, however, appeared; she could not donb
but the mysterions conduct of La Motte, whi
Biad for se many months op ed fier with nnx-
jety, and the Inte seene with the Margnis, origt-
nated from the shme cause. This :he?'tel’, which
stemed to prove how unjustly she bad suspected
Adeline, brought with it o panz of self-accusa-
tion. She looked forward to the morrow, which
woitlid lead the Marmuis again to the abbey, with
imapaticnes.  Wearied nature gt longth resumned
hiar rights, and yielded a short oblivion of cire.

At alate hour the next day the family assem-
bled to breakfust.  Eacl individual of 'Lﬁe ity
appeared silent and abstracted; but very difler-
ent was the aspect of thelr features; and still
mote the complexion of their thoughts, La
Motte seemed ngitated by impatient fear, vet the
sullenness of despair overspread his counténance,
A certain wildness in his eye at times expressed
the sudden start of horror, and again his features
would sinlk inte the gloom of despondenice,

Madame La Motte seemed Dharassed with anx-
ity she watched every turn of her husband’s
conntenance, and impatiently sepited the arri-
val of the Morvguis,  Louis was composed and
thouphtful. Adelineseemned to feel her full share
of upensiness.  She bad obgerved the behavieur
of La Motte the prepeding night with much sur-
priss, and the happy cenffdence she had hitherto
reposed n hib was shaken. She feared, u,la:{
lIest the exivency of his circmnstances shoul
precipitate hineagain into the world, sod that he
would ba either undble or unwilling to afford her
a shelter beneath hLis voof,

During lrenkfszt Lo Motte frequently rose to
{her window, from whetteo he gnst many o gnx-
jous look. IHis wife understood too well the
cause of his impalience; nnd endeavoured to ré-
pross her own.  In theze intervals, Lowis attempt=
ed by whitpers to obiain some information from
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hizs father, but La Motte ulwnis returned to the
tabile where the presence of Adeling prevented
farthor discomse.

After breakfact, a8 he wallied upen. the Iaen,
Louis would llrwed pined him; Lot Motte pers
emptorily declared e ‘inleh:]ell 1o Lo dlene, and
soon after, the Marguis having not yel arrived,
proceeded to o greater distanes from the abliey.,

Adeline vetired into their wswal working room
with Madame L Motte, whe nffected an ajr of
eheerfulnest, and gven of Tinduses. Feeling tho
necessity of offering some veasan for the strking
agitation of La Motte, nod of preventing the sur-
Ensc. which the unexpected appemance of tho
Masguiz wonld eecasion Adeline, if she was lo
to conneet it with hig behnviour of the preces
ding night, shie: mentioned that the Marvguis and
La Motte had long been known to csch other,
and that this wnexpected meeting, after an ab-
gence of many years, and nnder circumstances so
altered and humiliating on the: part of the Iatter,
hnd oceasioned him much painful emotion. This
had been heightened by o conseionsmess that the
Muggquis had formely misinterpreted some eir-
eumstanees-in i conduet towards: him, which
had eavised o sus}tweu'aion of {hedr intiniacy,

This aecount did not hru:u:'l canviction to the
mind of Adeling, for it seemed inadeguate to tho
degres of emotion the Margnizand Ea Motte had
muiually Betrayed. Hor sarprise was excited,
and her onriosity nwakened, by the words which
were meant to delude them both; bub-che fer-
bure to express by thoughts.

Mutdame, procecding with Ler plin, said, “The
Marquin: was pow expocted, end she boped
whatever difforonees rum.rlh;u-lli wotld be perfect-
Iy adjustel”  Adeling blishied, and endepsvour-
:|||pi-'r.u reply, ey Tips faltered.  Conscious of this

tatien, and of the observonoe of Madame La

'ﬁc»tle. hir eonfosion inereaged, and her en

vonrs to sappress served only to heighten it



114 TIE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST,

Sl #he tried to renew the discourse, and still
ghe found it impossible (o collect her thoughts.
Ehocked lest Madame should apprehend the gen-
timent, winieh had till this mement heen ¢ =
ed nlmost from herself, her colour ﬂed] she fAxed
hier eves on the groursd, and, for some time, fonnd
it difenlt to respire.  Madame La Motte inquir-
ed if she was ill, when Adeline, glad of the ox-
cuse, withdrew to the indulgence of her own
thoughts, which were now wholly engrossed by
the expectation of geeiig apain the young Chev-
alier, Whe had aecompanicd the Marguis,

As she loaked from her rooin, she saw the
Marquis on horseback; with several attendants
ﬂfl:l‘qucinﬁ ata distance, &and she hastencd to ap-
prize Madame Lo Motte of his approach. Ina
ghort time he arrived at the pates, and Madame
and Louis went out to receive him, La Motte
heugzinnt yet returned. He entered the hall, fol-
lowed by the young Chevalier, and sccosting
Madame with a sort of stately politencss, inguired
for La Motte, whom Louis now went to seek.

The Mayquis remained for afew minutes sl-
lent, and then-asked of Madame La Motte, “how
her fair daughter did?” Madame understond it
was Adeline he meant, and having answered hia
!nrlniry. and slightly said that she was not related
to her, Adeline, npon some indisation of the Mar-
quis’s wish, was gent for: ehe ontered the room
with a modest blvgh and a timid air, which seem-
ed o engoge all his attention. His eompliments
she veseived with o sweet grace: but when the
young Chevalier approached, the warmth of his
manner rendered her's involuntarily more resery-
ol and she séarcely daréd to paise her eves from
the ground, lest they should encounter his.

La Motte now entered, nnd anoligosed for lis
absence, which the Marquis notieed ouly by a
slizht inelination of lis head, exyressing at the
gmne time by his looks, both distrust and pride.
They immedistely guitted the abbey together,
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and the Marguis beelkoned his attendants to fol-
low at v distance.  La Motte forbade bis son to
aecompany lim, but Lowis ebserved he took the
wiy into the thickest part of the forest. He wis
lost inoa choos of eonjécture esneorning thiz
afiaie, bt onriesity and puxiety: for Liis father in-
doeed him to follpw at Lomoe distames,

Loy thie mean tinge the young !il:rﬂ-uf;ﬂ'. wliont
the '.‘.]rm‘-iutis eddressed by the mnme of Tlicodlore,
retnaingd ob the abbey with Madame La Molte
and Adeline.  The former, with all her atlidvess,
eonld not coneeal her agitalfon during this inter-
virl.  She moved juvoluntarify to the door when-
ever shie heard f footstep, and sovernl Gimes she
went to tha ball door, in arder to Jook into tha
foresi: but ns often returned cheelied by disap=
pointiient,  No person appeared,  Theodora
seeined to address as mueh pf his attention to
Adeline, as politeness wonld allow L to witli-
draw from Madame Lo Motte. His manners so
gentle, yet dignifiad, insensibly snbdued hep tipi-
dity, anid Banished her reserve,  Hor eonversa-
tion 'no longer suffared a painful constraint, but
gradnally disclozed the heantics of liey mind, and
goemed fo produee n mutual confidenes,  Asimi-
laridy of sentintent goon appearcd, and Theodore,
by the fmpatient plesswye which animnated his

seguntenanes, seemed frequently to anticipate the

thoughts of Adeline

To them the absesiee of the Marquis was
ghort, though lotg to Madame La Motre, whose
counteimnee brightened when she heard the
teampding of liorses at the gate.

The Marquis gppeared but for a moment, and
possed o with La Motte fo o private rpom,
where they rempined for some time in confor-
ence, immeliately dfter whieh bo departed.
Theodore took leave of Adéling, vwho, assrell as
La Motte and Madame, attended them to the
gutes, with on expresston of tender reavet, and
often, ag he went; tooked Bick upon the abbey,
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till the intervening branches cntirely excluded it
from his view. = S
The teansient glow of pleasure diffnsed ever
the cheok of Adeline disappenred with the i
stranger, and ehe sizhed as she turdoed into the
hall. The image of Theodore pursued her to har
chambery she recollected with exactness avery
partienlar of his lato convorsation—hissentiments
g0 congenial with her ewn—his manners so on-
paging—his cauntenanee so unimntmlame_m ingenu-
ous aod sp noble, In which manly dignily was
bisuded with the swoolness of benevolence—
these, and evary other prace she recolleoted, and
a saft melaneholy stole npon har heart, *°1 shall
-gee-him no more,” said she. A& sigh that follow-
ed, told hior more of Lier heart than she wished to
know, She Llushed, and sighed again, and then
_sm!rlunll;' recaltecting hevself, she endenveured to
divert her thonghts to a différent subject.  La
Motte's ¢onnexion with the Marquis for seme
time engaped her attention; but, nnakle to de-
velope the mystery that attended it, sha sought
a refuge from her own reflections In the maore
pleasing ones to Le devived from bools.
uring this time Lonis; slioslod aml surprised
atb the extreme distress which his father had
manifested npon the frst appearnnes of the Mar-
s nddvessed him on the sabject. He had no
oubt that the Marquis wis infimntely m?wm-
el in the avent which made it hooeasui or La
Motte to leove Pavie, and he enolke his thoushits
withont digkuise, lanemting sl the same time the
unlucly chance which had bronght him to'sesk
refope o plivce, of all others, the least-capablp
ef afforiing  it—iho cstnle of his onemy.  La
Botte i not eanteadict this opinion of hisson’s,
and jeined ‘o Inmepting the evil fale which Lad
conduptod him thithar,
The tevrn of Lonis™s absenos from hig regiment
wis pow nearly expired, and hoe teal cosision to
exprees his sorvow, that hio nust soon beobliged
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to leave Lis father inccirenmstances so dangerons
a5 the presonit.. L should Isave you, Sie with
less pain,”! pontinued he, ®were ©sure Llatew tha
full extent of your misfortunes.  Af present -1
am left to conjecture ovils, which, perhaps, do
not exist. Relieve me, Sir, from this state of
puinful unesrtainty; and suifer me to prove mys
self worthy of yvour confidenco.’

%1 have already answered you on Likdg sub-
_}m,“ gniildl La Motte,* and forbade yom to Yehew

t. L now obliged to tell you, ['care not hgw

Eoon yom départ, if [ am to L persecuted with
thesa inguiries,”  La Motfe walleed abraptly
awav, amd 1ot his zon to doubit and concern,

The grtival of the Marquis had dissipated the
Jealous fears of Madame La Motte, and shenwoke
to-a sense of hor eruolty towinls Adeline, When
she considérad her orplinnstite, the uniform af-
feetion which had appoared i lier Lehaviour,
the mildness and patience with which sho had
horite Lev lujurious treatment, she wagshoeked,
gaud tools an early opporimnity of renewing Jaey
former kindnesz.  But she could not explain this
seoming. meansisteney of conduct, withont hee
traying her late suspicions, which she now blush-
ed to remember, nor could she apologise for her
formey Lehaviour, without glving this explan-
aliom,

She eontented horsell, therefme, with express-
ing in her momier the yegand which was thug
revivel.  Adeline was at first serprised, but shp
felt too much pleasure at the change to ba scro-
pulous T inguiring its canse,

But motwithstauding . the | satisfaction which
Adeline received from the revival of Madame La

te's Lindoosg, her thonghts feoguently recur-
red to the peculiar and furlorn cironmstances of
her condition. She could not help feoking less
confidenco than she Lad formerly done in the
frieadshbip of Madame L:LuMnttur, H‘{IGEB charadtcr



s TitR ROWANCE OF THE FOREST,

now appearcd. less aminble than her imagination
had represented i, and scemed strongly tine-
trved with caprice, Her thonghts often dwelt
upoa the stravge introduction of tre Marguis 8t
the sbbey, and en the mutual emotions and ﬁg-
parcnt dislike of La Motte and himeelf; and,
under these clrenmstanees, it equally excited her
surprise that La Motte should clioose, nud thab
the Marquis should permit, him to remain in lis
torritory. i

Her mind returtied the eficner, pcrlla;}ﬂ, tor
this subject, beeause it was connected with Thoo=
dore; but it returoed unconscious of ‘the idea
which attracted it.  She attributed the interest
she felt in the affair to her anxiety for the wel-
e of La Motte, and for her own future destina-
tiom, which was now so deeply involved in his.
Sometinies, indeed, che caught herself busy in
canjecture a2 to the degree of relationship in
whael Thestdore stoad to the Marquis; Tul she
inmedistely chocked hor thonghte, and severaly
Blamed herself for hnving suffored them (o stray
to an ehjeet, which she perceived was too dans
gerous bo e ponte.

CHATTER VII,

A Few days after the ocomrrenca related in the
preceding chapter, ns Adoline sat alone in Der

chamber, she wis roused from a reverie by &

trampling of horses near the gate; and, on look-
irig rom the easement, she gaw the Marquis de
Montplt éntér the abbew. This circumstonee
surprised her, and an emotion, whose cause she
did nat tronble hierself to inguire fory made ey
instantly retroat from the windew. The sama
cause, however, lod hier thither nmin as hastily s
but the object of her search did not appenr, and
alie was inno haste to vetive.

Ax glie slood musing and disappointed, the
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Marquis came out with La Matte, aud mmedi-
ately looking up, saw Adeline amd bowed. She
retirned Lis eompliment respectfully, and with-
drew from the window; vexed ot having Teen
geen ' theve, They went into the forest, bul the
Marqguis’s attendanta did uot, as hefors, followr
thoem thither. Whon they retnrned, which wag
not till after o considernbla fhne, tha Alaguis
immediately mounted his liorse and rode away,

For the vemnindor of tho dey, La Motte up-+
E‘.'m'a;& gloomy and sitent, nnd was frequently loal

thought, Adeling observed him with particn-
Iar attention nnd coneern; ghe poreeived that e
WA ulwuq-s more melancholy after fy interview
with the Marquis, and was new sirprised to hear
tliat tite Intter hnd appointed to ding the next
th{r at the uh!:efr.

Vhon La Motte mentioned thiz, he added seme
high oulosivwm on the chameter of the Marguis,
and partieulariy praisod Lis gepoerosity mud nobile-
ness of goul.. At this instant, Adeline vecollected
the anecdotes she had fopmerly heard concerning
the abboy,and they threw o shadew over tlw
brightness of that execllence which Lo Metle
now colebrated. The heesunt, however, did nob
appenr to desorve mach ceedity sopavt of it ns e
oA ﬂgﬁﬂ'ﬂ will ndmit of demenstration, lnviog
been alvendy proved falsa; for il had been report-
od, that the shbey waa haanted, md no guper-
nniuml appentaned had aver Losn observed by
the Ereﬁcnt inhabitnnts.

., Adaline, however, ventured to inguire, whethor
it wasthe prosent i!amms af whom those Biju-
ripus reports had been raised, La Motte puswer -
ad hor with o smile of ridiemle: ™ Storles of ghesls
‘and hobzobling lave slwsys beeu admired aud
cherished Dy the sulgar, said Le, “1 am fn-
clined to rﬂi;' U Y OVEIL e.*:F:\ri:-nm, ut least
a8 mnch a8 upon the acconnts of these pessiats.
I you have seen auny thing Lo corroborate these
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necounts, pray infoym me of it that T may estab.
lish iy faath,” i y

“Yau mistake ne, Sir," muid ehiey “it was ot
‘concorning supernatural-agency that T would in-
quire: I alluded to a different part of the raport,
which hinted, that gome pereon hed heen con-
fined liere, by order of the Marguis, whe wis
eafil Lo Liave died unfairly. This wos alleged asa
ria‘lﬁuu,’fur the Marquels's having abandoned the
abbey, ) . i :

AN the mere eolnnge of idleness,!” sxid La
Motte: ““n romantic tale to exeite wonder: (o sea
the Marquis iz alone sufficient to vefute this: and
if wo credit half the number of those stories that
spring from the same soures, we prove ourselves
little superior to the simpletons who dnvent
them. Your good sense, Adeline, I thinlk, will
teaely vou the merit of dishelief” :

Adeline Blushed and wassilenl s bt La Motie’s
defence of (e Marguiz appeared much warmer
and more diffuse, than wns comsistent with his
own disposition, or reguired by the occasion.
Hia former conversation with Louis occurrod to
her, ond shie was the more surprised ot what
pazzed at present,

She looked forward tothe morrow with o mix-
ture of pain and pletisnra; the expectation of see=-
jug again the young chevalier oconpying her
thoughts, and agitating them with o various
emotion: naw she fenred lis piesence, and now
shte doubied whetlier he wonld eome. At length
she obizerved Lhis, and blughed to find how much
e engaged her attention. The morrew arrived
—the Marguis came—but e esine alone: and tha
eunshine of Adeline’s mind was elondad. though
the was able to wear her usnal air of chesrful-
ness.  The Marquis was polite, affible, and at-
tentive; to wanners the most enzy and elegnnt,
wis added - the last refinement of polighed: life.
His conversziion was Heely, amusing, sometiings
even witty; sud discovered great kuowledse of



TUHE ROMANCE OF THE FORLET, 15

thie world; or, what s offen mistalen for if, an
acquaintenee with the highor circles, and with
thie topics of the dny.

Here La Motle was also gualified {o conversa
sith lim, mad ttey entered into o digcussion of
the clisrpoters and manpers of the pge with ?Tr:ﬂt-
spirit, and some humour.  Maedonie Lo Mofte
Liad not gecn her husbanid so choerful sinee they
left Paris, and semetites she could almost fancy
ghe was there,  Adeline listened, till the clieer-
fulness, which she hnd ot first only gsstumed, be-
came renl, The address of the Marquis wos so
insinuatiog and-afiabile, that her reserve insensis
bly gave way before ity and her natucal vivacity
resumed its long-lost empire,

At partisg, tho Marquiz teld La Motte ho re-
Joiead ot having found o agrecable o noighbonr.
L Motte bowed. 1 shall sometimes visik yon?*
eontinued he, “and I ament that 1 cannot ot
wosent invite Aadame Lo Motté aud her foir
}ricud to mey eliatonn; bt it isundergoing sone
vepairs, which make it but ‘an nocomfortable
residenec.” )

The vivazity of La Motte disappesrved with his
guest, oid e zoon velapsed into Hts of silence
aud abstraction, ** The Jbirquis s & very agree-
alile wmaw, eaid Madane Lo Motte.—" Very
pgroeenlile,” veplied he. < And zecms to have an
expellent lieart,” she vesmmed =" An excollent
one,” stid- La Maotte. )

S %ot eews diseompased, my dear; what has
disturbed youl”

Nt in the least—T was only thinking, that
with sueh azreealle talents, ol such an excellent
heart, it wos n pity the Morqeis shonld—"

U hat! oy dean, sald Madome with: impas
Henee: “That the 51;*.1111153'ﬁl:u-uldv-ahould sl
i\irir‘.his abbey to fafll mto ruins,” replied La

cite.

' 1s thot ol =aid Madame with disappoint-
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ment—* That is oll, npon mwy honony,"” zald La
Aotte, and left the voom, A

Adelineg’s spirits, no InnEer supported the
nuimated conversation of the Marquis, intg
languer, and when ke I!(é?urtﬁl ghe walked pens
sively into the forest, She m'lfufrred a little ro-
wmantic path that waind aleng the margin of tho
stream, asud was overhung with deep shades,
The tranguillity of the seene, which sutumn now
touched with ‘her sweetest tints, eoftened her
mind to ntender kind of melancholy, and she suf-
fered & tear, which she knew not wherefore had
stolen into fier eve, to tremble there unchecked.

She came to a Litle losely rocmfult?rmet] by hﬁ,’;
ng the

trees; the wind siphed mournfully among |
branches, and a% it waved their lofty I st
tered their leaves to the pround.  She geated her-
eelf on thie bank benesth, nnd indulged the me-
Inucholy reflections thiat preszed on lier mind.
“ul eould T dive inte futurity, and behold the
peents which asait me!™ gald she: [ zhould,
perliaps; by eomstant contemylation, l:c‘cﬂnhieq o
meat them witli fortitude, Anorphanin this wide
world—thrown upon the friendship of strangers
for eomfort, ond wpon their Bonnty for the very
mennsof existence, what but evil have I to expeet!
Algeomy fathier! how esuld you thus abandon yout
cliild—liew Ienve Ley to the storms ot‘hfe—t-o—ginkr:
perhaps, beneath them! - Alns, T have no friend!
She was inferrupted by a rustling among the

fullen leaves; she turned Irer hoad, and perceiving.

the Marquis's yowmg friend, oress to deport.
“ Parden i.lﬂs inﬁmﬁ:." £aid Lu, oy wﬂﬁ:mm-
tracted me Lither, and your words detained me;
my offénce, however, bringe with it iis own
pumi=himent—having learned your soiTows, liow
ccan 1 kelp fecling them myeellt Wonld that my
aympathyy o mysufering, could reseus vou from

jemn | "—He hesitated—* Wounld thet I could de-
‘gerve the {itle ol your fdend, and he thought
wortly of 1t by yonzsslfl®

E

}
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The confusion of Adeline’s thoughts could
searcely permib her to veplyy she trentbled, and
gently withdrew her hand, which he had taken,
while hespoke. “You hinve perbaps: heard, Sir,
more than is true: Tam, indeed, not happy, but
n moment of dejection has made ne unjust, and
1 aim less unfortusate than I have represented.
Wiien I said I'hiad no friend, | was ungrateful to
the kindsess of Monsieur and Madame La Motte,
who have been more than friends—have been ns
parents to me.” :

% If 20, 1 homeny them,” cried Theodore with
warmth; *and if I did not feel it to be presump-
tion, I wonld ask why you sre unhappy i—But™
—He paused. ~Adeline, 1aising her eyes, saw him
gazing upon her with-intense and gager anxiety,
and ber looks we-rt-'aﬁnin fixed npon the ground.
1 have pnined yau,™ said Theodors, * by on im-
Props upst, Can you forgive me, and olso
when I add, that it was nn interest in your wals
fare which urged my nguiryt”

¥ Forgiveness, Sir, it & unneeessary to ask. I
ain certninly obliged by the com ohyou ex-
press,  Hutthe evening iscold; if yon plense, wo
will wall: towards the abbéy.” Ag thoy moved
on, Theodore was for some tine gilent. At leéngth,
oIt was but lately that 1 solicited your pardon,”
snid he, * and I shall now, perhaps, have need of
it againg but you will do me the justice fo helieve,
that I have g strong, and indeed o progsing renson
to inquire how neorly you nre related to Mon-~
ﬁieurr}.n Motte

" We are not at all related,"” said Adeline; "Shul
the service e hos done me [ can never repay,
and 1 h;:rﬁe my gratitude will teneh me never (o

t it.
- *Indeed ' gaid Theodore, mirprised: “andny
Fask how long vou have known him?"
« ™ Riather, Sir, lét e asliowhy tlivse queéstions
shiould be necossiry 1
" You are just,” gaid he, with an air of self-
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condemnpation: “my conduet has deserved this
reproof; I should have besh more explicit.” He
Joolted A% if his mind wps Inbouring with some-
thing whick Lo owas unwilling to express. * Bat
von know not how delicately Tom ciroumslancs
el continued he, *yet 1 will aver, that my
guostions ave promptod by thoe tenderest intergst
in vour happiness—and even I:"'? my fenis for your
safety.® Adeline storted, Y1 fenr you are de=
miw:.-!,“ enidl he; * 1 fear there's: danger nesr
yon. i

Adeline stopped, nnll_. 113;1!;':11;:‘ carnestiy at him
beggod. he would explain himself, Sha su.sp(‘g:;cli
that some lschief thveatenml La Motte; amd
I'leodore eontinniog silent, she repented her re-
quest, “If La Motte is concerned in this dan-

or snid she, Y let me énlresl yon to scqguaint
izt wilh it Tmmediately.  He hns but (oo many
misfortunes to apprehend.”

* Execllent Adeline'™ eried Theadore, “ihat
henvt must bo adamant that wonld: injure {m.f.
How shall 1 hiot what T fedr is too true, and how
forhiear to win you of rour dpoger, without"—
He wis isterrapiod by o step among the biees,
and presently after saw Lo Motte eross into the
patli they weve in.  Adeline felt confused ot be-
g thug zeen with. the chevalicr, and was has-
tening to join La Mette; but Theodore deteined
her,and entreated o moment’s attention, *“Thera
A6 now no fime to explain mysell) said hes * yeb
wehat I would eay i3 of the utmost consequence
to ronwrself

= Pronies, therefore, to meel me-in some park
of the forest at about 1his Lime to-moirow oven-
ing: yvou will then, I hope, be canvineed, that
any condnet is divectad, neither by common air-
cmnsiances, nor common regard Adeline shud-
dered at thie iden of maling au appointment; she
hesitated, and ot length entreated Theadore not
to delny till tomerrow ou explanntion-which fp-
pensed to Le go imporiont, Lot fo follow La
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Motte and inform Lim of bis danger ininediatiely.
1t ia not with La Mette 1 1'-'nl1EEK]SM1<." replicd
Theodores * I knew af no donger that threntons
Lim—Unt he epproochesy be quick, lovely Ade-
line, and promise o meet met*

i I o promize,” s2id Adeline, with o faltering
voiee; "f-n-ili come to the spet wiere you fou
mp this evening, an hour earlier to-mmTow,”
Saying this, she withdrew ber trembling Land,
whieh Theodore lud pressed to his lips, in token
of nulguwledgment, and he immediately disap-
peare

La Motte mow spproached Adeline, who, fear-
jug that ho Lad seen Theadore, wos ik spme con-
fusion.  * Whither is Louis gone so fast?™ said
La Molte. She rejoieed to find his misteke, and
snffered him Lo remaii i it. They walked pen-
sively towards the abbey, where Adeling, foo
ll'.lilﬂfl oecnpied by her own thoughts to lear
company, vetived to her chamber. She rumi-
nated upion the weords of Theodore, and the more
she eousidered them, the more slhie wis perplexa-
ed. Spmelimes she blamed herself for It’a*\-iuﬁ
made an appeintment, doubting whether lie kg
not solicited it for the purpose of pleading 4 pas-
Binig and new delieney ehocked this theught, an
made her vexed thet she had preswued upon
baving iuspired ene. She recollected the serions
earnestness of his veice pud mponér, when he
eniveated her fo meet lnm; amed s they eon-
vinced her of the importence of the suliject, the
elmddered at a danger, which she could not cem-
prehend, looking forward to the morrew with
O Xious Vnpatience

Sometimes, too, a reviembrinee of the fender
interest Le had expressed for her welfare, and of
his.correspondent Peok and iz, weuld steal neross
her iemory, awakening n pleasing emotion, and
 lalent hope that sho vas uet indiforent to him.
From reflections Iike these sho wes roused by a
suIamens to supper: therepast waka melanchioly
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one, it being the last evening of Lonis"s stay ak
the abbey.  Adeline, who ésteemed him cts
ted his departure, while his eyes were ﬁfﬁu' i
on Ler, with a look which seemed to express that
Lie-was nhont to leave the ohject of his affection.

She endegvonved, by her cheerfulness, bo re-ani-

ntite the whele party, and especinlly Madame
La Motte, who frequently shed tears. * We shall
soon mreet azhin,” said Adeline, * I trust in hap-

ier civenmstances.” La Motte sighed. The coun-
enanee of Lonis brichtened at her words., Do
yau wish i1 =aid he, with peculisr emphasgiz
f Most certainly 1 do,'" she replied. % Can. you
doubt my vegard for my best fnendst

:;Igm:nnt. doubt any thing that s geed of you M

- gaid ho,

“Yon forget you hove loft Parie™ eaid La
Motte to his son, while n faint smile érossed hiz
faees “snel o compliment would there be in éha-
racter with the place—in these solilary w it
i.a-f.!uite eninet

“ The language of admiration s notalwars that
of compliment, Siv,” said Lonis.  Adeline, willing
to change the discourse, naked to what part of
Franee hie was going.  He replied, that his repi-
ment was now at Peronne, and he shonldfnjm-
medintely thither.  After some mention of indif-
ferent suljeets, the funily withdrew for the night
to thelr several chambers.

'The approaching departure of her son oceupicd
fhe thoughts of Madame La Motte, aud sho ap-
nagrod ab brealfast with oves swolt with woep-
ng, The pale counterance of Lonis seemed to
{ndieate that he had rested no hetter thon hig
awther. Whon breakiist was over, Adeline ro-
tired for a while, thiat she might not inte [
by her presence, their Inst conversation.  As she
walked on the Inwn before the abbey she return-
ed in thenzht to the cecurrence of vesterday:
evening, and her impatience for the appointed
interview increpzed.  She was -soon- jomed by
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Tonis, “It wis nnkind of you te leave us™ enid
he, *in the last moments of my stay. Could I
hope that you would sometimes remembor me,
when T ant far away, | should depart with lise
sorvow.” He then expressed his coneern af leav-
imge e, i theugh he bad hitherto wrmed him-
ﬁr with resolution td forbear o direct avewal of
an attgelment, which must be Druitless, his heprt
now yivlded to thie force of passion, and he told
- what Adeline every moment feared 1o hear.

“ This declaration,” said Adeline, endeavouring
to overcome the agmtation it excited, * mives me
inexpressible concern,”’

0, say not sof'" interrupted Louis, " hut give
me some slender hope to support me in the mise-
rics u'i; alsenee. Say thut you do not hate me—
8

*That I do mest readily say,” replied Adeline,
in o Lrewnslous-veiee; *iE 16 will rivie you pleasure
to be nssured of my esteem and fricndship—re-
ceive this assurance —as the son of my best be-
nefictors, you pre entitled to—"

# Name oot benelits,” sald Louis, * yonr merils
ont-ron them all: and suffer me to hope for o
sentiment Jess cool than thet of friendship, ns
well g Yo believe that I do not owe your npjirg-
bation-of me to the betions of others. I have long
horne my pussion in stleace, becouse 1 foresiw
the diffenlties that would ottend it; nay, 1 hove
even dared to endeavour to overcome it: 1 have
dared to Telicve i possible—forgive the suppost-
tion—that 1 eonld forget you—an 4 :

Y on distress me interrupted Adeline; “this
I8 a conversation which I'ought not to hear. I
4 above disguise, end theretore dssure you, that,
thoigh ‘your virtues will always command my
esteem, you have nothing to bope from wy love.
Wera it pven otherwize, our circumstanees would
effcotunlly decide for ve. If vou nre reslly my
frignd, you will rejoice that T am spered this
St .11‘| between offsotion -and prodenee. Lot
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mie hope glso; that time will teach you to rednce
love within the limits of friendship,”

¥ Weyer!” cried Lonis vehemently: “were this
posible, my jassion would be nnworthy of its.
objeet,” Winle le spole, Adeline’s favourite
fiwm eame bounding towapds hey, This cirenm-
stanee affectod Louis even to lears. ¥ This little:
auimal,” said he, after a short pavse, * firsl con-
ducted me fo you: it was witness to that happy
motnent when 1 first saw you, strreunded by ne-
tractions too powerful for my hesrt; that monent
is now fresh in my memory, aud the creature
comes even to witness thissud one of my Gepar-
ture,” Grief interrapled his utterance,

_When he recovered his voice, he said, ** Ade-
line! when yen look wpon your little faveurile
and earess it, remember the unkappy Louis, who
will then be for, for from yout. Do not deny mo
the poor consolstion of IJ&‘iiG'\'i“}': this!" :

“ I shail not reguire sueh o moniter to: remind
T ufeeou,” said Adeline with g smile; “ your ex-
cellent parents and your own metits have sufil-
cient elaim upen my remembrance.  Coulid 1 s2o
your nuturyl good sepse resume its influence over

mssiun,tmysn.ﬂ_tf-.wliuu woukl equal wy esteem

or Yo"

Do ot Bope 1, said Toute, ©wor will I wish
it—for passion hereds vietue,” As De spoke, he
snw La Motte torn round an angle of the abbey.
“ The moments aie precions,' said he, * Loy in-
terrupled. 0! Adeline, furéwell! and sny that
o will sometimes think of me.”

# Fapewell, ' said Adcline, who was affected by
his digtrese—* farewell! and peace attend you.
I will thinle of yon with the afteetion of o giste"
—He shrhed deeply, and pressed her hand: when
La 2otte, winding round another projection of
the riin, agnin appenrved. Adeline oft them to-
E.r.-llm:', and withdrew to her ehomber, opprocsed

¥ the seene.  Louis's passion nndllmr estoem
wore too sincere not to inspire ler with o lrong
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degree of iul‘ for his unl:apw’ attachwment. She
vemnimed in her chamber il he had quitted the
abbey, unwilling to subject him or herself to the
pain af o foral parting.

As evening and tha hour of appointment drew
nizh, Adeline’s impatience inereased; yot, when
the time arvived, her recalution fuiled, ond she
filterod. from ey purpose, There was sonie-
thing of indelicacy and deatmulation in an ap-
t‘ﬂ-ﬂh‘ﬂ' interview, on Ler part, that shocited her,
She recollected the tendernesz of Theodore's
wamiter, and several little circumstanees which
zepaned to indicate thet iis hegrt was not uneon-
cerned in the event, - Apain she was inclined o
doulit, wliether he hnd not obiained her consent
to this meeting npon some gronndless suspiciong
and-=2he almost determingd not to go: yet it wis
poesilile Theodore’s assertion might De gincere,
and her davger rvealy the chonee of this wade
her delicate seruples appear ridieulonz; shawon-
idoved that she bhad for o moment stuffered them
to weigh assinst #o serione ancinterest, and hlamn-
g hereelt for the delay they had scessioned,
hastened to the plnce of appointment.

The Iittle path which led to thisspot was silent
and mli!nrﬂ'. and when she rerched the recess,
Theodore bad not arrived. A transient pride
ninde er unwilling Tie-shonkd find that she was
maore punetunl to s appointment thnn I1Emﬁ_qll‘;
and she turned from the rocess inlo s troek which
wound nmong the tvees to the rights  Having
walled some way withont seeing any pelson, or
higaring o footstep, she returneds Lot e was nok
eome, nnd she agnin left the lace, A second
time she came bael:, and Theodore wis still ah-

~gent.  Becollecting the time nt which she had
?\hund the abboy she grew nueasy, ond enleulas

wd that the hour appointed was now wtch sx-
ceeded, . She was offended and perplexed: Tk
she seated herself on the turf, ond was-resolved
torwait the event, After rempining here till the
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fall of twilight, in fruitless expactation, her pride: |
became ruore nlarmed; she foared that he had
discovered something of the partinlity he had in.
spived, and balisving that e now treated her
awith purposesl neglect, she guitted the place with
disgiit fndaollnecusation, T
Whit tlidss omotions subsided, and reason re-
stmed -ils “Influence, she hlushed for what she
tormad this childish effervescence of salfdove.
She recollected, s if for the first time, thess
words of Theodore: 1 fear you ave deceived,
and that some danger i3 near you. Herj

ament How nequitted the uﬁ‘enﬂn? and sha saw

&k the fend. The import of these words,
syelisn fruth she ne longer doubied, ngia.irl alarm-
her.  Why did he trouble himsell to come
il ehatesn on purpose to hint her danger,
il he did not wish to preserve herl And §f he
withed to preserve her, what but necessily could
hiave withhald hins from the appointment?

These raflections decided herat once.  She re-
solved to vepair on the following day at the same
hour fo the recess, whithor the intercst which
she helieved him to take in bher fate would, o
dotlit, conduet him in the hope of meeting her.
—That sonis-evil hoverad over hey sho could not
dishelieve; bul what it might be she was wigble
to gnese.  Monstenr an:d Madame La Motte were
hor frionds, and whe else, removed 45 she now
thotight hevself, beyond the reach of her father,
eonld injure her!  Bob why did Theodors siy
ghe was decoived!  She found it impesdble to
extiicate horsell from the labyrinth of i
tire, bt endeavoured lo command her anxiely
till the following evening.  In the mean time
shoengaed Lersell in ciforts to amuse Madame
Ln Motte, who required some relief; after the-
departuré of her son. Thus opprossed by lier
own cares, and interested by those of Madame
La Molte, Adeling rotived to vost,  Sha soon lost
har. recollection, bt ik was oniy to fall inta
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harmssed shimbers, such ns Lot too often luont
the conch of the ushappy. At longth ber per-
turbed fincy-suggested the following dregn:—

She thonght she was in o large dld chamber
belanﬁl::g to the albbey, move ancient and deso-
tate, though in part furnished, tlan any sho hind
yot.seen, It was strongly bavricadoed, yet no
person appeared, While she stood musing and
surveying the apartment, she heard o low volce
call her, and Jooking towords the place whenee
it cume, she perceived by the dim light of o
Inmp, a figure stretehied on 8 bad thot lay on the
floor, The voice ealled acain, and appropching
the bed, slie distincetly saw the features-of af man
who appeared to be dying, A ghastly paipness
pverspread s countenuuce, yei theré was an
expression of mildness and dignity 1o i, which
siromn }l{! intergsted her, .

“‘!’1‘; she lnoled on him his features chimpged,
anil seemed convulsed in the agomies of deagth,
The spectacle shocked lier, anid she started bfck:
but Lie suddenly stretehed forth his hand, w
seizing liors, grieped i with vielence: she strug=

led in tervor to disengace Lerself, and amain
poline om hia fnee, sav & mon, who Bppearéd o
e alont thirty, with the same features, but in
full hiealth, -and of o most bmigﬂ Lot eNOnes,
He smiled tendarly upon herjand moved bislips,
ag il to speak, when tlie floor of the chomber
suddenly opened, and ke sunk fromt her view.
The effort sie made to save levself from follaws
ing, awole her—This dream hid 50 strongly im-
1 her foney, that it wos sewse time beforo
ele conld overcome the terror it occasioned, or
u?emi;:o pfrﬂ.ﬁﬂ wutﬂiulml she “i in her cwrﬁ
apartment. - At ; however, she compose
‘Barsell to-slecp; aﬁ:ﬁn she fell into & ﬂma,unjl
_ Shé thovglt ¥ eLwns ﬁewﬂdﬂlred in some ';ri.nﬂ-
ing patsames of the obbey; that it was nlmost
dark, and that she wandered about o considera-
bl b, without belog sble to ind a doar.  Sud-
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denly she hienrd g bell tall from above, nad goon
after a-confision of distant voices. She redou-
Bl lier pditoris {o extricate hersalf, Presently al
was siill and at Tength, wearied with the search,
-ghe sat down on step that crosced the m.m%ﬂ
She had not besn lonz: here when she siwa light
glimmer ot a distance on the wolls: buta term o
the passaze, which was very long, prevented her
seoiny from what 1 procesded. Tt continued to
ghimmer fiintly for some time, and then glew
stroemer, whon el saw o man enter the pmapize,
habited n o long binck clank; lilke those usually
wortk by attendants nt funeials, and Bearing 'a
toreh. Heealled toher to Tollow him,and led ier
thvough n lone passaze, to the foot of 4 stnir cpge.
Heve she feared Lo proceed, and was mmning
Dawele, when the man suddenly tuvasd fo porsoe
bor,-nd with the tervor which this cccasioned,
she pwoke,

Shoelred by theso visions, and more g0 by their
gaoming conhexion, which now struck her, she
endenvoured 1o contimia swalte, kost their torrifle
images shonld azain haunt her mind: after some
time, however, her barassed spivits apain sunls
into slumber, lfIDHH!l not to rapose. ]

Shie now thenght hersell in o Inize old gallery,
and sav at ous end of it a chamber door stand-
inz a litthe open, onda light within: she went
tovtards it onil pereeived theman she had before
eoen, standing at the door, and beckoning her to-
wearcs bim. . With the inconsistency §9 commen
in dreams, she no longer endeavoured to avoid
hing, hut advancing followed him into a suite of
yery aneient aparanents, hung with blagk, and
lighted “tp ns if for o funeral, StHl he led horon,
till she found herself in the same chomber she
remembered to liave seen in her former deesm:
o eoffin moverod with & pall, stood at the farthér
end of the veom; some Dights, and soveral per-
ﬁ{jllil.‘;'mrrmmdc;l it, who appeared: (o be in great

istress,
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Suddenlsy sle thought these pereons werg all
- gone, tal that she wos left alone; that she weng
up to the eoffin, and while she gazed upon it, slie
| heard o voice epenk as if frotn withing but saw
(| mobedy. The man ehe had before seon, soon
gfter stood by the cofting and liftivg the pall, sha
eaw heneath it o dead person, whom she thought
to be the dying chevalier she had séen in her
forprer drcam: his features wers sunk in denth,
bt they wers yeb sorene.  While she looked at
Tim a-gtream of blood gushed from his side, and
-dmndig to the foor, the whole chamber was
overflowed; nt the same time some words werp
uttered in the voiee she heard before: but the
horeor of the scene so entirely overcame her,
that stie gtarted and-awoke,

When she had recovered her recollection, sha
raised herselfl in the bed, to be convinced it was
a dream eghe lind witnessed; and the agitation of
her spivits wos & great that he fenrad Lo be
alone, and almost determined to eall Annette.
The featurcs-of tlre deceased persop, and {he
chamber where he lay, were strongly impregsed
npon her memory, and she still thonght eha
Teard the voice, and saw the esuntenance which
her dream represented.  The longer she consid-

these dremus, the more she was surprised:
they were so very tevrible, returned so eiten, and
seeined to be so compeeted with each ether, Lint
ghe conld scaveely think thew secidental; vet,
why they shiould he supermatural, she canild not
tell. Sheslept o more thint night.

CHAPTER VIIL

Waey Adelineappeared at hreakdust, her bar-
ﬁﬂ and Innguid conntenanes stiuek Madame.
Motte, who inguired i gshewasill. Adeline

I foreing o smile iipon hi:.:-'r eatures, said sho bac
]
!




184 THE RONANCE OF THE FOREST.

riot rested well, for that she had bad very disiurh-
ed dreams: she was ahout to deseribe thew, but
o strong involuntary impulee prevented her. At
the samie time La Motte vidicnled her cousern so
unmercifielly, that she was almost sehamed to
have montioned it, and tried to overcome the re-
membrimes of its cause,

After hreakfast she endeavoured to em]ﬁ!u-f' her
thoughts by couversing with Madame La Motte;
Lut they were veally enznged by the incidents
of the laxst two daye; the cirenmstapce of e
dreanis, and her conjectures concerning the in-
formation to be communiested to her by Theo-
dote, They had thus sat for some time, swhen a
sound of voiees arose from the great gate of the
abbey: and, on going to the casement, Adeline
gaw the Marquis and kis nttendants on the lawn
Below. The porfal of the abley copcealed seve-
ral people from Ler view,and ameng these it was
possibile might be Thecdore, who had net yet ap-
peuved: she continued to look for lifm with preat
anxiety, titl the Margnis entered the hall with
La Qotte and some othor persons, soon afier
which Madome La Motte wont to receive him,
end Adeline retired to her ow'n apartment,

A messsge from Lo Molte, lhowever; soon
enlled her to Jlnin the party, whera ha vainly
hoped to find Theodore. The Marquis srose a8
she approached, and, kaving pajd her -some gon-
eral compliments, the conversation took a very
Tively turn,  Adefine, finding it impossible to
connterfoit cheerfulness while her leart wns
smking with anxiety sod Jisappointment, teok
littla part in it: Theodore wns not ones sEmed.
She wounld have asked conceining Rim, kad it

vpossible to inguive with proprietys butshe
way obliged to content herself with hopicg, firet,
that he would arrive before dinner, and then, bes
fore the departure of the Marquis.

Thus tlie day passed i expectation and-dis-
appointiment. The evening wae noew approneling,
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and she was condemndd to remain in the pra-
gence of the JLL!TELE;. apparently listening to &
eonversation, which, in trutl, sho searvcely heard,
while the opportunity wae, perhnps, cscai:i.u"',
that weuld decide her fate. She was sudden
velieved from this state of tortare, and thrown
iuto one, if possible, still more distressing,

The Marmguis inquired for Lonis, and beingin-
formed of departure, mantioned that Theo-
dore Feyron liad that morninz set out for his
reziment in o distant provinee. He lamented
the loss e should sustain by his absence; and
expresséd eome vory flattering  peaize of his
talents. ‘The shock of this intellizenes overpow-
exed the longengitoted spirits of Adeline; the
Llood forsoote lier chepks, and asudden faintness
eami over her, from which shie recovered only to
a conscictaness of having betrayed her emotion,
and the dangei of velepsing jnte nsecond fit,

She rotired to her eiamber, where, being onea
mare alone, her ngnrﬁssed 1!&[“'& found relief
from tepres, i whic slmfreelz" indulged. Ideas

,tlmt:{t wis long
ere shie could armange them go os to producs any
thing like reasonimg. She endeavonted to ne-
coumt for the abrupt deporture of Theodore,
% Ig it pozeible,’ said she, *that he should take
an interest in my wellfare, and yet leave me ex-
posed to the full foree of o dinger which he him-
golf fovesaw!  Or am I Lo belieye that he hag tei-
fed with wy simplicity for anidle frolie, and has
mow left e to the wondering npprohension he
has vaised! Impossible! o cguntenanee 56 noble,
and manners 5o amiable, could never disguise &
hizart capable of fvrming 2o despicable o dosign.
Nolt—whatever is reservad for me, 1ot me not re-
Lncuisl the pleasuve of belicving that ke is wor
thy of my cstemn.’!

She way pwnsensd from thourhizs ke these b
A peal of distant thumder: and now perceived
that the glooininess of evening was deepencd By
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the coming storm: it relled onward, and soon
after the lightning besan to flash along the cham-
ber. Adeline was soperior to the nffectation of
fear, and was not apt to be terrified ; bt she now
felt it unplareant to be alone, and, hoping that
thie Marquis might have left the abbey, she went
down to the sittine-rooni: tmt the threatening
azpect of the heavens had hitherto detained him,
‘anil now tho evening tempest made him rejoice
that he had nel quitted a ehelter. The storm
continved, and nizht camegn, La Motle pressed
Yin puest to take o bed at the abbey, and heat
length eonsented: o elrenmstonee which throw
Madame La Motte into somne perplexity, ns to
the secommodation to be afforded him.  After
some time #he arranged the afair to her satisfc-
tion, resigning her own apartment to the Marquis,
and thot of Louis to two of his superior atten-
doute: Adeline, it wns forther settled, should

ive up her room te Monsieur and Madame La

Iotte, end remove toan inner chamber, whers &
gmall bed, usaaliv ocewpied hy Annefte, was
plazed for her,

At supper the Marquis was less.gay than nsaal;
he Meguently addeéssed Adeline, and his look
and ansnner geemed to express the tender inter-
est which her indispasition (for she still a?;mrcfi
pate and laoguid) had exeited,  Adeline, a3
usual, made an effart to forpet her anxiety, and
appear happy: tmt the veil of assumed eheerful-
ness wos too thin o conceal the features of -sor-
row, and her feeble =miles only added & peenliar
softaess to het air.  The Marguis conversed with
Trey om-a variety of subjects, nnd displayed an
elorant mind, The ohservations of  Adeline,
which, when called npon, she gave with modest
reluctanee, in words a2 once simpla and forcible,
seemed toexeite bis adiimtion, which he some-
times Betrayed by an apparently inadverient
exprossion. :

deline rolfred early to her room, which ad-
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joingd on one side to Madame La Motte's, and on
the other to the closet formerly mentioned, It
wits spacions and lofty, and what little forniture
it contaived was falling to deeay; but perhay

the present tone of lier spirits might contribute
more than these civcuisstamees to give that air of
welnheholy which seemed to feign in-it. She
wis unwilling to go to bed, lest the dreams that

id lately pursued her should return; pud de-
termined to sit up till she found herself opprossed
by sleep, when it was Fruhahlu her rast would be
profound.  She plaeed the light ona small table,
und, taking a book, continued toread forabove
an howe, til ber mind refused any looger to ab-
slract itself from its own cares, aud she sat for
some time leaning pensively on e nrm,

The wind was ligh, aud as it whistled through
the desolate apmtment, and shool the foeble
doors, she often started, and sometimes oven
thought she heard sighs dn the pouses of the

nst; but she checked these illugions, whick the

owr of the night, and her own melaneholy inm-
ination, conspared to raise,  Asshe sat musing,
er eyes fixed on the opposite wall, she perceiv
ile arvas, with which the room was hung, wave
backwards and forwards; she coutivoed to ob-
gerve it for some minntes, aud then rose to exa-
mine it farther. It was moved by the wind; and

gho blushed at the momentary foar it hnd ex-

cited: but she observed that the tapestry was
more strougly sgitated in one particular place
than elsewlicre, tnd 8 noige that secmed, some-
thing mora than that of the wind, izsued fhence,
The old bedstead whieh-La Motte hed found in
this apartment, lnd been removed to secommos
date Adeling, aud it was behind the place where
this hiad stood, that the wind seenred to rush with
particular foree; curiosity prompled bher to ex-
amipe etill farther: she felt about the tapesiry,
&nd pereeiving the wall belingd shake under her
biand, she lifted the arres, and discovered o small
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door, whose Joosened hinges admilted thewind,
and ccensioned the noise she had heard,

Thie door was held only by a holt, having vn-
droorn whiel, and brovght the light, she degconds-
ed by a few stops into another chamber: she in-
stantly remembered her dreams: The chamber
was not mueh like thet in which she had seen
the dying chevalier, and afterwards the biers
but it gsive her a confused remembiance of ona
thirough which she had passed. Helding up the
light Lo examine it more fully, she was convineed
by its structore, that it was part of the ancient
foundation. A shattéred casoment, ploeed high
from the floor, seemed to be the only opening to
ndmit Hght. She olesrved a door on -
site side of the apartment; and after some mo-
ments of hesitation, guined cotirage, and déter-
mined to pursue the inquiry. A mystery zeoms
to havg over these chombers,” said she, “which
it ig, porhape, my Jot to develope; I will at least
see fo what that door leads.”

Bhe steppoed forward, and having nnelosed it
r.roecedc?lp with Fltering steps aleng a sulte ni‘
apartmoents, resembling the first in siyle and con-
dition; and terminating in one exaectly like that
where her dreain had represented the dviog per-
gor.  The remembrance struck =o forcibly apon
her imagination, that she waz in danger of faimt-
i:hdm and looking rennd the vopm, almast expect-

to see the phantom of her dream.

Unable to quit the place, she ot down on some
old lnmber, to recover herself, while hier gpirits
were nearly oversome by o gnperstitions drend
guch a5 she had never felt before,  She wonde
to wint part of the abbey these ehamliers be-
longed, and that they had se long escaped detee-
tion, The cosements were 1)l too Kigh to afford
Mﬁi information from without. Wlen she was
sutfciently composed to consider the direction of
the rooms, and the situation of the abbey, thera
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appeared not a doubt that they formed 2a inte-
ripw part of the-original building.

As these rofloctions passed over her mind, a
sudden gleam of mooulizht foll wpon some oljoct
without the casement, Deinz now sufficiently
composed 1o wish to pursue the inguiry, sud be-
lieving this object’ might aford her some means
of Iearning the situntion of these rogms, she com-
bated hor romdining terrows, s, in arder to dis-
tivgaish it mnore cleariy, Mlnu\'ct!. the light to an
onter ehambars. but before she could return, a
henvy eload wpe deiven over the face of the
moomn, and all without was perfectly dorl: she
stood for some moments whiting o returning
gleam; byt the obscarity continued. As she
want soltly haek for the fight, her foot stnmbled
prer somtething on the foor, and while ghe stoop-
el to examing ity the moon azajn glione, so that
sl could distinguish througii tho casement the
ststern tovers of the abbey, This dizscovery
canfirmed her former conjactures.coneerning the
interior sitontion of these aparfivents, Tho ol-
senvity of tha place Ercvcntetl her discovering
what ‘it was that had fmpeded ler steps; but
havinz bronght the light forward, she perceived
on the floor an old dagzer: with & trembling
hiand she took it up, and upen a closer view per=
cetved that it was spotted and stained with 1ust.

Shocled and surprised; she looked rownd the
room for some object that might confivm or de-
£troy the dreadinl smspicion: which now rushed
upmi her mind; but shie saw only o grent chajr
with Lroken arme, that stood in one corner o
the rooin, sud 2 table in & coudition equally shats
tered, exeopt thiak in another part lay & confused
hesp of things, which appeaved to be old lnmber,
She went up to it, and pereeived o broken beds
shond, with some degaied remnanta of furniture,
eoverad witly dust nud eabwels, and which geems
ey ldeed, ag if they had not been moved for
many years. Desirous, however, of examining
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farther, she attempted to raise what appeared to
have been part of the bedstend, tmt it slipped
framy her hand, and, rolling on the Hoor, broug
with it some of the remaining lumber.  Adeline
started aside, and saved herself; and when the
noise it made had ceased, she heard o low rust-
ling sonnd, aud as she was aboubk to leave the
chamber; saw something falling gently among
tha lumber.

It was a small voll of paper, tied with n strim
and coversd with ddust,  Adeline took it up, o
on opening i porecived mn hand-writing. She
attempted to read it, hut the part of the manu-
seript she looked at was 56 much ohliterated that
shie Found this diffieult, though what few words
wars lepible impressed hor with curipsity and
terror, and indueced her to relern with il imme-
dintely to her cliamber, I

Having veénched her own room, she fasfened
tlie private deor, and let the arras fall over it as
before. It was now midnight. The stillness o
the hour, interrupted only at intervals by the
hollow sighings of the blast, heightened the solem- -
nity of Adeline's foelings, She wished she was
tigh alone, and beftee she proveeded to look into
the manuscrpt, listened whether A Lo
Motte was vel in hor chamber: not the least
sotmd was heard, and she gently opened the
door. The profound silence within almost con-
vineed hee that ne person was there: but willin
to be farther satisfied, ghe browght the light an
found the room empty. The lateness of the
hour made her wonder {hat Mnodame La Motte
was not in her chamber, and she procecded to
the top of the tower stairs, to heafén ifany per-
son was stirving.

She the sound of voices from below, and,
amongst the rest, that of La AMotte spendiing in
his usual lnne.—ﬁﬁng now satisficd that all was
well, she turmned towards her topm, when she
heard tho Morguis promounce: her name with
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very unusial emphasis, She pavsed.  *1 adore
Ber,"™ pursned le, *and by heaven "— He was in-
terrnpted by La Motte: “ My Lord, remember
vour promige.

1 do” veplied the JMarquis, "‘amd 1 will
abide by it. But we trifle. To-merrew L wil
declare myself, and Tshall then Laoew Loth what
to hope and how to aet, ™ Adelme trembled so
excessively, that she could scardely suppart her-
self, Bhe wished to retuwrn to ber choiuber; yeob
“sha was too muel interested ii the words she lind
Lend, not to Le anxious to have them more fully
explaimed. There wps an iutorval of silence,
alier which they conversed in a lower fone.
Adeline rentembered the hints of Theodore, and
déterminsd, il poesible, to Lo relieved from the
teriille suspense she now suffered.  She stole
50ftly dawn n fow steps, that she might catel the
peecnbs of the spenkers; but they wera so low,
thit she could only now and thei distinguish a
ewe words.  “Hor father, say youl™ said the
Marquis, *Yes, my Lord, her father, I am
well informed of what 1 say."—Adeline shudder-
ed at the wention of ber fatliers o mew ternoy
seized her, nnd with increazing cugemness she
endeavoural to distinguish their words, bt for
some time found thisto be impossible. " Here
is uo time tp be Tost, ' said the Marquis; “lo=
moriow then'" She hewrd La Motte vise, aud
believing it was to leave the room, she hum‘cd‘
up the steps, and Lovieg vesclied her chamber,

sunk almost lifeless in o cliir.
It was her futher only of whom she thought,
She doubted not that he nd pursuedand discorvers
ber vetreut, and, thougl this conduct appeared
very incopsistent with Lis former behaviewr in
idoning her to strangers, bher fonrs suggestad
that it would terminnte in some new crualty,
She did not hesitate to ?mnnm;ce this the danger
of which Theodore had warned her; Lut it was
impossible to surmise hew Lo had guioed his



143 THE DOMANCE OF THE FOREST.

knowledge of i, o how he had become: soffi-
ciently aequainted with herstory, except through
La Motte, her apparent friend and probector,
whom she was thus, though uwowillingly, led to
guspeet of treschery. Why, indeed; should La
Maotte coneeal from lier only his knowledge of
her father's intention, unless he designed to de-
liver her into his liands? Vet it was long eve she
could bring herself to Lelieve this conclusion pos-
sible. To discover dejravity in thoss wlom wo
have loved, is one of the most exquisite totures
to o wirtuoeus mind, apd the eonvietion is often
rejected before it is finelly admitted,

The words of Theodore, which told her ha
was ferful she was deceived, confirored  this
wost poinfal apprehension of La Mobte, with
amother yel more dietressing— that Madame La
Motte was algo united agnivst her.. Thisthouzht
for o moment subduod tervor, and left hor only
grief; she wept bLitterly, *“‘ls this human ng-
ture? ™ eriedishe, * Am I doomed to find every
Body deccitfuld”  An unexpected. discovery of
viea, in (liose seliotn we bave admired, inelines
ug to extend onr consare of the individual to the
specios; wo henpceforth contemn appemances,
'Euad_ :n? hastily conclude that no perdsn is 1o be

rnsted.

Adeline determined to thvow hevsell ab the
feet of La Motte on the following morming, and
dplore Lis pity and protection, ™ Hor mind was -
now tod mneh agitated by hor own interésts, to
permit her to examine the manuscript, #nd she
eat musing in her chaiv til she heand tie steps of

fndame Lo Molte; when she vetired to, bed.
La Motte soon after camo up to hiz chamber, tud
Adeline, the mild, perreented Adeline, wlio had
now passed two -iu_\'.‘-_i of torfuring anxiety, and
one night of tervifie visons, endeavoured Lo com-

oée Lo mind to sleep,.  In the present state of
ier spivits sho quickly eaught alavm; aad she had
scarcely [allen ioto o -shenber, when she was
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rotsed by a Jowd and uncommon noise.  She lis-
tencd, ond thought the sound eame from the
apartments below; but in o fow minutes thers
was a hasty knotking ab the door of La hotics
thamber. .

La Motte, who had just fallen asleep, was nok
casily 1o Be roviged; but the kneeking inereased
with such viclence, that Adeline, extremely tec-
rified, arose and went to the door that opened
from her chamber into Iis, witlea design to call
him. She was stopped by the voice of the Alar-
quis, which she wow clearly diztinguizhed at the
ountor door; He ealled (o La Motte to arize jn-
mediately, and Madame La Matte endenvoured
ab the smme timie (o rouse her husbaud, who ob
length awaoke in much slaruy, and soon after join-
inge the Marguis, they went down staks togother.
| Adeline now droseed Lorself, a2 well ag her trom-
bling hands woulil tit, and went into the ad-
joining chambar, where she found Madome La

lotte extremely surprised and terrified.

The Marguis, Tn the neantime, told La Motte,
with great agitntion, that he reeollected Baving
appointed st persons to meet im epon busi-
ness of mportanee aarly in the moming, aud it
was therefore necessary for him to set ofl for lis-
chateau fminedintely, Az e said tlhds, and de-
gited that 1is servants might be ealled, La Motte
conld not belp observing the ashy paleuess of his
conntenance, on exprexsmq sonie apprehension
that his Lordship was il The Marquis assured
him: e was perfectly well, but desived that he
might set ont immediately. TPoler was now o
derved to eall the otlier sermvants; and the Marguis,
having refused to teke any rafreshmont, bude
Motte o hwsty adien, and ns soon a3 lus peeple
wiove ready, left the rbluy.

Lo Motte rotursed to Dis ehoumber, renusing on
ille.ahrujat departure-of his pnest, whese emotion
appéarsd much too strong Lo Emcead from the

cause assigned.  Ho appeased the anxiely of Ma-
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dame La Motte, and at the same time excited her
surprise, by nenﬂminﬂ.ng her with the oceasion of
the late disturbance,  Adeline, who had retired
from the chrmber on the approach of La Motte,
looked out from her window on hearing the trams-
plivg of horses. 1t wis the Marquis and his peo-
1ile \'rlmd;usl then passed at o little distance. Un-
abile to distinguish who the persons wers, she was
slarmed by observing such & party about the ab-
bey at that hour, and, ealling to inform La Molte
of the cireumstance, vas made acquainted with
what had ]jm.ss.-ad..

At lengih, she retired to her bed, and her slum-
bers wers this night undisturbed by dreams,

When she arose in the mernibg, she ohserved
La Motte walking alone i the avenue below, and
shie bastened to seize the opportunity wihich now
offered of pleading her cause. She ﬂ:-pmcheﬂ.
him with faltering steps, while the paleness and
timidity of her conntenance diseovered the disors
der of her mind.  Her fivst words, without enter-
i o :J.niy explanation, im‘Pin.md his compas=
gion. Lo Motte stopped, and looking earnestly
in her face, inguired whether any part of his con-
duct towards her merited the suspleion which her
request implied,  Adeline for a moment Mushed
that she lod doubted Nis integritys but the words
ghe hnd everbeard rafurned to her memory,

“ Your behavigur, Sir,” said she, ©1 wcknow-
ledge to have heen Kind and gonerous, bewond
what I had a right to expect; but,"— and she’
anzed, She knew net hew 1o mention what she

laghed to believe. La Motte continued to gaze
o1 herin gilent expectation, and af length desired
her {6 proceed and explain her meaning. She
entreated that lie would protect her from her
father, La Motte looked surprised and confased.
“ Your father ™ satd he—" Yes, Sir,” replied Ade-
line; *1 am not ignorant that he Tias diseovered
my rvetreat. 1 haveevery thing to dradd from

arent who kos treated ine vwith such eraelty a8
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you was witness of; and Lagnin implore that yon
will stve ma from his hands™
La Motte stood fixed in thought, and Adsline
contimuedl ber endeavours to intorest hiz pity.
% What reason have vou to suppoge, or rather,
hiaw have you learned, that your father purstes
yonl” The question confused Adeline, who binsh-
ed to acknowledze that she had averheoard s
ree, and diadnined to invent, or niter a fal-
Eify: at iength slie confeseed the tenth, The
conntenance of Ta Motte instantly ehanzed to &
gnvage flerceness, and, sharply rebuking ler for n
conduct, to which she lind been rather temptod
by eh..’hm than prompted by design, he ingiired
what she bad overlieard, that conld so mueh alavm
her. She faithfully repeated the subistance of tho
incoherent sontences that had met hor ears whilp
ehe gpolee, he regarded hor with o fixed attention,
“ atul was this ail vou heard! 15t from these
forr words that you draw sich a positive conclu.
gion! Examing them, and vou will find they do
not ]{u,stiﬁ' iy
She now pereeived, what the fervonr of Lor
foars had pet permitied her to observe hefore,
that the worils, uncennectedly ns she heard them,
imported little, and that or masiontion hiad f12-
edup the void in the sontences; so 85 to 5::’_-_'%;'55
the pvil apprebandel, Notwithstanding this] her
ferire wore little abated. * Your apprehensions
are, donbiless, now removed,” resumed Las Motie;
Bhut to give you o proof of the sincerity whizh
you bave ventured to guestion, I will tell you
hey wore just, You sgom alirmed, and il
reasan, Youir father has discovered your pesi-
dence, and has alveady demanded you. It is
trme, that, from & motive of compnesion, I have
refased to resizn you, but I have neither antlin-
rity to withhold, or means to defend vou. When
be conves to enforca Lis demand, yon will per-
celve this, Prepare vourself, therefore, for the
l'.“'”. which yon see i inevitable,” '
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Adeline for sorae time could ﬁ];eu'k only by her
tears. AL length, witha fortitude whicl despair
haid rouséd, sha said, * I pegign wyself to the will
of Heaven!™ La Maotle gnzed on her in silenge,
and @ stronz emotion appeared on his connte-
nunes, e forbore, however, to rénew Lhe dis-
eotree, and withdrew to the abbey, leaving Ade-
line'in the svenne, alisorbed in grief,

A summons to breskfist hostened lior to the
patlour, where she passed the morning in conver-
gation with AMadame La Motte, to whom she told
all ber npprehensions, nnd expressed all her sor-- "
row. Tty nndd superficial consolation were all
that Madame La Motte eguld offer, though appa-
reutly much affected by Adeline’s discourse,
Thus the hours passed heavily away, while the
anxiety of Adetine continued to inerense, and
the woment of her finte seemed fast appreachivg.
Dinmer was gearcsly over, when Adeling was sur-
prised to see the Marquis arvive. He euteved
the room with Lis nsusl esse, aud apologising for
tha disturbanea le hwl goessigeed ob the pre-
celiiz:p; aight, repeated what he had before tald

iotte,

e remombrance of the coitversation shie had
overheard, at first gave Adeling some confusion,
and withdrew e miud from a sense of the evils
to be-apprehended from her father.  The Mo
quis, who wns, ns usual, attentive to Adeline,
peemed affected by her appavent indisposition,
and expresead much tomecn for that dejeation
of spirits, which, notwithstanding every effort,
her manner betrayed, When Modame La Motte
withdrew, Adeline wonld have followsd har; but
the Marnuis entreated o fow moments’ nttention,
and Ted her back to ler seal,  La Motte imme-
diztoly disappeared.

a*.i'lc?lane Itrew too well what wenld be the por-
post ‘ol the Marquis’s discourze, nind hisg wonds
goon intreased the confesion which her foars had
eeeasioned, —While he was declering the-ardour
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of his passion, in such ternig as but too often
make vehemence pass for sincerity, Adeline, to
whom this declarotion, i honournlile, was dis-
tressing, and il dishonournble, was shocking, in-
terrupled hing and (hanked im for the ofier of
a distinction, which, with a modest bul diter-
mined air, slic said she wist velnse, She rose to
withidraw. *Stay, too lovely Adeline!” snid he,
“#ond if compazdon for my sulferings will not in-
terest yon in my favour, aliow o consideration of
your own dusgers to doso.  Maonsieur La Motto

s informed me of vour misfortunes, and of tho
evil that naw threatens vou; adeept from e the
pratection which hie cannot afford.”

Adeline continued to move Lownrds the dooe
when the Marquis threw himself at her feet,mu‘i
geizing her hand, fmpressed it with kisses, She
strugiled to disengaze herself, * Hear me, cliarm-
ing Adeline! heur me,” ervied the Marguis: * [
exist birt for your, Lislen tomy entrenties, ond
my fortune shall be yours Do not drive meto
desgair by i]l-qu-".;;ml rigour, or, Degnisp-—""!

B ALy Lord” intermipted . Adeline, with on qair
of inetfiuble dignity, and still affecting to believg
his proposal henowrable, ¥ I am sensible-of the
paneresity of your conduct, nud aleo flattered by
the distinetion you offer me. 1 will, therefore,
sny something more tlon s neces=ary to o hare
expression of the denisl which T most continne
togive, J eanmot bestow iy heart, . Von eonned
obtain more than my esteent, to whicl, fndead,
uothing enn so moucl contribute asa forbearance
from any similar offors in fotore”

She again sttompted to go, but the JMarquiz
prevented hor, and, aiter some hesitation, arain
wrged his suit, thoigh in terms that wonld no
losiger allow liew to misnnderstand him.  Tears
swelled into ber eyes, but she eddeéavoursd to
eheck thew, and with alook, in which grief and
indignation scemeid to Etriegle for pre-cuinence,
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sha eald, “ My Lord, this is unworthy of reply:
Tot me pass” [
For o moment he vas naved by the dignity of
her manner, and he threw hifmeelf at her feet, to
Implore forgiveness. Bob she waved her hand in
eilevce, aud hurried from lis voom.  When sghe
renchod her ¢hamber, ehe Incked the door, and
einking into n chnir, ¥ielded to the sorpw I'_llg!.
rressed at her heart., And it was not the least
of her sorrow to su t that La Motte wng un-
worthy of hor confidence; for it was almoest ims-
pessible that he eonld be imnorant of the real da-
gigis of the Marquis. Madame La Maotte, she
Lielipved, was imposed upon by & specions pre-
tenee of heoonrn e attachment s and thus was-
she spared the pang whicls o doubt of her integ-
ri_t%' wonld have ndded, 3
=he throw o trembling glanee upon thep
around hier, On one sile was her father, whose
eruelty hind alveady been too plainly- manifested;
and an (e other, the Marguis prrsuing her with
fusult and vicious passion. She resolved to ae-
auaint Madome L Motte with the pmrpert of tlie
Inte conversation, and, in the hope of lier protecs
tion atul sympothy, she wiped away hor ¢
and woa leaving the room just as Madame La
Motlte entered it. While Adsoline related what
Tl passed, her friend wept, and appeared to snf-
fer great geilation, She endeavoured to comfort
hor, and promised te use her inflnence in por=
sunding La Motte to prohibit the addresses of
the Marguis. “You know, my dear,’ added
Mudome, * that our presesit civeirmsiancss obligo
g to preseive terme with the Mapguis, and vYon
will; thovefore, suffep ag hiftle resentment boap-
pear in your moanner towardzs him as posilde:
canduct yosrself with your usual ebse in his pre-
eener gnd 1 doubt not this affair will pass over,
without su‘hjemin,g vou to fmrther solieitation.”
“Ah, Madame!™ spid Adeline, * hovw hard ig the
tasloyen assign mel Tentreat you that I may
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Never nicre b sabjected to the humiliation of
Teing in his presenee; that, whenever ho visits
the abbey, I may be sullered to remain in my

| ehamber”

ke gaid Madame La dotte, "1 would
most veadily consent to, would aur situntion por-
mit it. Bub von well knew our asylum in thiz
abbey depends upon the geod will of the Mar-
1 which we must not wantonly lose; and
gurely such & conduct a8 you r]‘mopnw \_\'m:fd on=
danger this,  Let us use svilder wsensires, and
we shall preserve his friendship, without subject-
ing you to any seribus evil. Appear with veur
usinl complaisance; the fask s not so diffienlt
ns you imagine.”

Adeline sighed, %1 obey you, Madame,” sald
ghe; it s my duty to do so; hul I mpy be pars
doned for saying—it {5 with extreme relnetonee.™
Madame Lo Motte promised to go inintedintel
to her husband, sl Adeline departed, thong
not convineed of her safety, vet somewhat more
ot ease, ?

She seon-after saw the Marguis depart; and,
as there mow appearcd to Lo wo obstrolo to the
return of Madame La Motte, she expected lher
with extrema impnticnee, After thus waitin
near an hooy in her chamber, she was st Jength
summaoned (o the parlour, saud there founil Mon-
shour Lo Motte alone. He arese npon her en-
trasee, and for some mivutes paeed the room in
giienee,  He then ssated himeelf, and addregsed
her. “What yon lhave mentioned to Madame
La Motre,” gaid he, * would give me mueh con-
eerny, did 1 eonsider the behiaviour of the Marvquis
in o light 8o serious ps she does, I kwmow that

young Lidies are apt to misconstrue the unmean-

lantry of fushionable manners; aml you,
Adeline, can never be too cautions in distinguish-
ing betwoen o Jevity of this kind; and & more ses
riots addréss.”’ 1
v
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Adeline was murprised and offended that Ln'
Iotte-should think so lightly both of her under-
standing and disposition as his spesch implied.
W 1e it possible, Sir, eaid she, *that you have
been apprised of the Marguis's conduct?” :

ST i vcr{ Emihle, and very certain,” replied
La Motte, wit anmemm&"nnd veary poessible
nlsg, that T may see thiz affair with a judgmen
léss-diveoloured by prejudice than you do.  Bu
however, 1 shall not dispufe this peint, 1 zhal
only request, that, since ¥ou are acquainted with
the emergency of my eircnmstances, vou will
eonfarm to them, and not, by an ill-timed ressht-
mant, expose me to the enmity of the Marguis.
He ia now iy friend, and it is necessary to-m
enfoty that le should ¢ontinue such: but if 1 sit-
fer any part of my family to treat him with ride-
ness, L omst expect to see him my enemy. You
may gurely treat him with complaisance®  Ade-
line theught the term rudeness & harsh one, as La
Motte applied it; hut she forbore from any ex-
pression of displeasure, * 1 could have wished,
mir eaid she, “for the privi of vetiring
whenever the Marquis » red; bt since yoi
believe this conduct wo affect your intevest, I
uuls;ht fo submit."”

“ This prudénee and good-will delight me,"
gaid Lo Motte; “and since yon wish to serve me,
Jnow that yon cannot more eﬂ'eetun;lrljrt'lﬂ it, than
}\: treating the Marquis as o fri g:i;ith e word

ricnd, 08 it stood - connected with the Marquis,
satnded dissennntly to Adeline’s ssr; she hesi-
tated, nnd looked ut Ta Motte, * ‘“&"r friend,
Sir,”" said she, * I will endeavour to'—treat him
as mine, sha would have added, but ghe found it
impoiﬁifﬂc to finish the sentence, She enireated
his ]{r_utmﬁan from the power of her father,

“ What proteetion I ean afford is your's," said
| La Motte: ®but yon lmow how destitute I am
both of the right and the means of resisting him
ond alsn how much 1 require protection myself,
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Singe he has discovered your rptreat, he is proha-
bly not iﬂno‘mbt of the circumstonees which de-
tain me heres and if T oppose bim, he may Le-
tray me to the officers of the law, a5 the surest
muethod of ebtaining pesseesion of you.  Wo ore
encoms«mﬂ with dangers,” continned La Motte;
“would 1 could sec any method of extricating
ourselves!” .

“ Quit this abber! said Adeline, ¥ and seek an
asylum in Switzerland or Gormmany; yon will
then be freed from frthier obligation to the Mar-
ﬂms, andl from the persecution you dread. Par-

an me for thus offering advice, which, is eertain=
Iy, in some degree, prompted by a senze of my
own eafoty, bt which, at the same time, socoms
to afford the only means of insuring yours.™

“ Your plan 18 rossenablo,” said Lo 3Molte;
“had T money to exeentedl. Az it-is, I mmst be
contented to vemain here, as Tittle known ns pos-
gible, and defending myself by making these who
Jomow me my friends.  Chiefly I mast ondenvour
to preserve te fvonr of the Marguis, He may
do much, should_your father oven adopt despe-
mic menstres: Buf why o I tallc thus? Your
fithier may ere this have commenced these men-
suree, and the'offocts of hils vengeance may now
be hanging over my hend. BIy vepard for you
Adeline, has exposed me to thisy had 1 resignefi
you to hiz will, I should bave remained eeonye.”

Adplive wasso mach affeeted by this instance
of La Motte’'s kindness, which the conld nob
doubt, that she wag unable to express her sentoe
of it. When she conld speal, che uitered her
gratitide in the most lively terma. ' Arve you
sincere in these expressions!” said La Motte.

i;;iﬂjtdaﬁsihlu I'ean bo Ieiss tlmns‘]nwrnt-; fe
pli ine, woeping ab the suggestion of in-
gratitudo.—" iiml:immt's are easily {Jl‘ﬁﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂ{ﬂ,ﬂ
anid La Motte, “ though they may bave no con-
nexion with the: keget; I believe'them to be sin-
cere 80 far only o8 they infloence otr getions.
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% What mean yon, Sie?” said Adeline with sur-

rise, .

“1 mean Lo inguire, whother, if an opportunity
should ever offer of thus proving vour gratitnde,
you would gdhere to yoor sentiments? y

“ Nomae one that T shall vefase” &iid- Adeling,
with energy. i :

“ 11, for imstanae, the Marnuiss shonld heveaf-
tor avow o gerions passion for you, fmd offor von
his hand, would no petty resentment, no hurkin
prapogeezsion for some more happy lover, promp
you to refuse 327"

Adeline Llushed, anl. fixed her eyes on the
groand,  “ You have, indesd, Siv, named the only
meang Ishould veject of evincing. vy sineority,
The Marquis I ean never love, nor, to spealk-sin-
cevely, ever psteom, T 'confoss the peace of oue’s
whole 1ife is too much to sactifice, even to grati=
inde."—La Motte looked displeased. ““Tisas I
thonght,” snid he; “thiew delicate eeniiments
nilie ading appearange in speeely, and veader tle
r(wson who utters them infinitely amiable: but
iing them to the tost of action, and they dis-
ioi_v_e jliill.lﬂ- airy leaving only the wieek of vanity

il )

This unjusl sarcasm Inought tears to her eyes.
“ Sinco your safety, Sir depends upan my con-
duet,” sabd she, “resign me to miy father. I am
willing to réfwra to him, shice my stay here
st involve you in new mmisfortunes. Let me
not prave mysell muworthy of the protection I
hove hitherto exporicnesd, by proferving my own
welfiva to yours, When I am pode you will
hnve ne reason fo apprelend the Mavegyis's dis-
Mensure, whieh you may probably incur iE T stay
Lm-o: for T feel it impossible that 1T eould ever
consent to receive his addresses, lhowever hon-
ouratila were his views.”

La DMotte seemed hart and almaned.  *“Thia
mupst not b, said hey “let us not harass our-
gelves Ly stuting pessible evils, and then, toaveid
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them, fiy to these wlich are eerfain.  ¥o, Ade-
line, though you ave veady to encrifice yourself to
my anfe‘?', I will mot sufier you to do so. I will
not yield yon to your father, but upon compul-
gion.  He satistied, therefore, wpon this peint,
The only retun 1 ask, isn civil deportment to-
wards the Marquis.”

i 1 will endeavour fo obey you, Sir,'" eaid Ada-
ling.—Madame Lo Mette now entered the room
and this conversation censed, Adeline possed
that evening in melancholy thoughts, and retived
as goou as possible to her chamber, eager 1o geek
in gleep o refuge for sorrow,

CHAPTER 1X.

Tz MS. found by Adeline {he preceding night
hind several times occnrred to her vecolloction in
the course of the day, but-she had then been
either too much interested by (he events of the
moment, or too urprehehﬂ‘gre of interruption, to
attempt o perusal of it.  She now took it from
the deawer in which ft had been deposited, and
intending only to look cursorily over the few first
pﬂges_, sat dowu with it hy her bed-side,

she opened it with an eazerness of inquiry,
which the digeoloursd and almeost obliterated hik
but glowly gratified.  The first words on the page
were cntively lest; but those that appenred to
commence the nammtive were ns follow,

“Oh! ye, Whne'n'e!;'f;,'e are, whon chanee o
misfortune may hereafier conduct to this SFM—-
to ye I speak—to yve rveveal the story of my
wrongs, and ask you to avenge them. Vain
hoper;'gt it impaite some comfort to believe it
possible, that what 1 now write may oue day
meet the pyve of o féllow orenture; that the
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words, which tell my sufferings, may ocne
dr&w’f:uity from the f&ﬁing hemf‘ = i

“Yet stay your tears—your pity now is use-
less: long sinee have the pangs of misery censed;
the voice of complaining iy passed away, It'is
wenkness to wish for compassion which cannof
be excited till I sball sink in the repose of death;
and tazte, I hope, the hoppiness of eternity.

* Know then, thal on the night of the twelfth
of October, in the year 1642, 1 wag arrested on
the road to Canx, and on the very spol where n
ﬂ!lumn li}s.n;ﬂected tathe mtjamo of :ﬁ:ﬁimmomi

ey, our ruffinng, who, alter m
gervant, bore me through wilds acd w lﬁ
this abbey. Their demeanour was not that of
commen Landittl, and I soon perecived they were
emploﬂ;cr.l by a superior power Lo perpetrate some
dresd ln’m.rll:uae, Entreaties and bribes were
vainly offeved them te discover their ohmﬂlnr-
er, and abandoy their design: they wo nok
lt'gveal even the least circumstance of their inten-

in91%,

" But when, after a long journey, they armived
at this editice, their base employer wos at alice
revesled, woid i horrid schene but too well un-
derstood. What o moment was that! All the
thunders of Heaven seemed lannched at this de-
I‘enoﬁlr:ss heaid! O Fortitude! aerve my heart
to— X

Adeling's lght wns now expiring in the soclket,
and the pateness of the'ink so fecbly shone upon,
baffled Lier efforts to discrviminate the letters; it
was imposgible to procure u light from below,
without discovering that she was yet up, a ¢ir-
cumstance  which would excite surptise, and
lead to explanations such as she did not wish
to enter upon.  Thus compelled to suspend the
inguiry, which &0 many attendant eircumstanges

rendered awfolly intevesting, she retired to
her humble bed.

What she hed read of the M5, awakened a
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dreadful interest fn the fate of the writer, and
called up terrific images to her mind, **In these
apartments!"—said she, and she shuddered and
cloged hoar eyes. At length she heard Madame
La Motte enter her chamber, and the phantoms
of fenr beginning to dissipate, left her to repose.
In the morning she was awalened by Madame
La Motte, and found, to her dissppeintmient, that
she had sfept so much beyend her usual tiue, os
to be unable to renew the perusal of the M=.—
La Motte appeared uncommonly gloomy, and
Madame wore an ir of melanchaly, which Ade-
ling attributed to the concern she felt for her.
Breazinst was smmejﬁ over, when the sound of
horses' feet announced the arrival of o stranger;
and Adeline, from the oriel repess of the ball,
saw the Marguoiz alight.,  She retreated with pre-
cipitation, and forzetting the request of La Motte,
was liastening to her ehumber;l it the Margnis
wiig glreddy in the hall, and se¢ing her leaving it,
taened to Ea Motte with a look of inquiry, La
Matte called her back, and by o frovuo teo intel-
ligent, reminded ler of hee promise.  She sume-
nioned all Ler spirits to her gid, but advancod,
notwithstinding, in visdble emotion, while the
Marquis addressed her as usual, the same easy
aiety playiug upon his countenance, and direct-
g s manner, d
Adeling was snrritnmlaud shoched ab thiscare-
less eonfidence, whicl, howerer, hy awakening
her pride, communicated to her an nir of dignity
that nbashed Iim. Hespoke with-hesitatlon,and
frequently appeared ebstracted from the subject
of urse,” At leneth arising, he bagged Ade-
line would favour him with o few moments’ con-
versation, Monsieur and Madame La Motte were
now lenving the room, when Adelineg, turning to
the Marquis, told him, * she would not hear nny
conversation, exeept in the presence of ler
friends™ Butb she sud this in vain, for they
wera goney and La Motte, ns ke withdrew, ex-
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?rcssed by his looks how much an atlempb do
ollow would displeass him,

She =at for some time in silence, and trembling
expeciation. 1 am sensible,” said the Ma lli!.‘;
at length, * that the cenduct to which the-ardom
of my passion litely betrayed me, has injured me
in your opinien, and that you will not easily re-
store ma to your esteem; bub 1 trust the offer
which [ now malke you, both of my fitfe aud for-
tune, will sufficiantiy ;)mve the sincerity of m{
attachment, nnd atone {or the trmnsgression whic
love only ecensionsd.”

After this speciien of common-place verbosity,
which the Marquis scemed to consider as & pre-
lude to trinmpl, he attempted to impress & kiss
upon the hand of Adeling, whe, withdrawing it
hastily, said, “You are nirmﬂy, my Lord, mo-
quainted with my sentiments upon this subject,
and it ig almoest unnecessiry for @e now Lo re=
peat, that I chnnot sccept the honour you offer
me,""

* Explain yowrself, lovely Adeling! I am ig-
norant that till now 1 evar moade you this offer,”

W Aost true, S osald Adeline; “and you do
well to remiuvd me of this, since, nfter Ea\'iug
Lieard your former proposal, 1 cannot listen for &
moment to muf‘ other,” She rose to quit the
room. “Stay, Madnme,” said the Marguis, with
a look in which offended pride stroggled to con-
ceal itsell; “ do not sulfer an extravagant resent-
ment to operate noainst your troo interesis; re-
collect the dangers that gurreound you, and eonsi-
dar the value of an offer which may afiord you at
least an honourableasylum.™

@ My misfortunes, my Lowd, whatever they nra;
1 have never obtruded wpon vous yon will there-
fore exense my observing, that your present men-
tion of them conveys a much greater appearinen
of insult than compassion.” The Marquis, theugh
with evident confusion, was going to reply; but
Adelive weould not be detained, and retired Lo
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her chamber, Destitute as she was, her heart
revolted from the proposal of the Mprduis and
ghe deteemined never to necept it.  To hier dig-
lilie of Lis r;mmrnl disposition, and the aversion
excited by his late offer, wers added, indeed, the
influence of u prior nttichment, awd of & remem-
branee which ghe found it impossible to erase
from her heart.

_The Marquis stayed to dive, and, in considara-
tion of La Motte, Adeline n,ppenrml it table:
wheerg the former gozed upon her with sach fre-
auent and slent carnesti that her distress
Lecame jnsupportable, and when the cloth was
drawn, she instantly retived.  Madame La Motte
soon followed, nnd It was not €3l evening that she
liwd an opportunity of returning tothe A3, When
Monsiour and Mudame La Motte were in their
chamber, and all was still, she drew forth the
narmtive, ond, trimming her laop, sat down to
read as follows:

* The ryftiens unbound me from my havse, and
led me througi the hall wp the spival stoirease of
the ablbey: resistanee was useless, bul | looked
aronnd in the hope of seeing some person less ghs
durate than the men who brought me hither;
gome one who might be gensible to pity, or capa-
ble at Teast of civil treatment.. T lpolked in vain:
noe person appeared: and this circumstanee con-
firmed my woist apprehensions.  The secresy of
the begbiging foretold & horrible ‘conclusion,
Huying passed some-chambers, they stopped in
one hung with old tapestry. 1 inguired why we
did not go on, aoud was told, [ should soon know.

AL that moment [ expected to see the instru-
ment of dexth uplifted, and L silently recom-
mended nyself to God.  But deally was not then
designed for me; they raised the arfas, and dis-
covercd & deor, which they then opened. Seiz.
ing my svms, they led me threugh a svite of
dismal ehambers beyond, Having renched the
farthest of these, they sonin stopped: the horrid
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gloom of the place seemed congenial to murder,

and inspired deadly thoughts. Again I looked

round for tho instrument of destruction, and

azain Lgvas respited. I supplicated to know

what was designed me; it was now unnecessary

to agk who was the author of the . They

were silent to the question, bot at length told ma.
this chamber was my prison. Having said this,

and seb down & jug of water, they left the room,

and I heard the door barred upan me,

“0 wound of despair! 0 moment of unutter-
able anguish! The pang of death irself is, surely,
not superior to that I then saffered. Shut ot
from day, from friends, from life—for such J must
Joretell it—in the prime of my years, in the height
of iy tran ions, and left to imagine horvors
more terrible than any, perhaps, which certainty
could give—I sink beneatl the—"

Here sevaral pages of the manuscript ware de-
cayed with damp, and totally illegble.  With
much difficulty Adeline made out the following

lines:

“Three days have now passed in solitude and
silence: the horrors of death are ever before m
eves; 1ot me emdeavour to e for the ttnemf:
ful c’h;uupnl When I nwake in the morning; I
think T shall not live to see another night; and,
when night retwms, that I must pever unclose
my eves on morning,  Why am I rought hither
—why confined thus ricorously—but for death!
Yet what action of my life hos deserved this at
the hand of & fellow-creature!—0f—

- * * - L] - *

“0 my children! O friends far distant! T shall
néver see you mora-never mora receive tha
rting look of kindoess—never besiow o parting
lessing '—Ye know not my wretched state—alag!
ye eannob know it by human means. Ye beliove
me happy, or youwould fy to my relief. I lknow
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Ahat what I now write cannot avail me, yeb thera
is comfort in pouring forth my griefs; and I biess
that man, less savage than his fellows; who has
supplied me these medus of recording them.
Alas! he knows full well, that from thys indul-
gence b ligs nothing to fear. My pen can call
no friends to succour me, not rovieal my danger
ere it is too late. Q! ye, who may hereafter read
what I now write, give o tear to my sufferings:
1 have wept often for the distresses of my follow-
creatureal'

Adeline paused. Here the wrelched writer ap-
pealed diveetly to her heart: he spoke in the en-
ergy of tnith, and, by a strong illusien of faney,
it soemed neif his !E)I.I.EE sulferings were at ths
- monent present.  She was for some time unabis
to proceed, andsat in musing sorrow,  “ In these
very apartments,” sald she, © this poor sufferer
was confined—here he—" Adeline started, and
thought slie heard & sound: but the stillness of
night was nndisturbed.—* n these véry echm-
beks," gaid she, “ these lings were written—these
lines, from which ho then derived a comfort in
betieving they would hereafter be read by some
pitving eye: this time is mow come. Your mise-
ries, O injured being! are lamented where théy
were endured. Here, where you sufiréd, I weep
for your sufferings!”

or imagination was now strongly impressed,
snd to her distempered serises the suggestions of
g bewildered mind appeared with the foree of
reality, Again she started aond lstened, and
thought shie-honrd “Hera' distinetly repeated by
& whisper immediately behind ber. The terror
of the thonght, however, was but momentorys
ghe knew it ¢ould pot be: convinced that her
fancy had deceived her, she took up the M3, nud
again began to read.

* For what am [ resprved] Why this delay?
If T'am to die—why not quicldy! Three weels
have I now passed within these walls, during



160 TIE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST,

which time no look of pity has softened my al-
fictions; no veice, save my own, has met my ear!
The countenance of the ruffians who attend me,
ere stern and inflexible, ond their silence is obati-
nate, This stillness is dreadful! 0, ye who have
Tmewn what i€ is to live in the depths of solitude,
whe linve pessed your dreary davs without ong
gound to cheer you; ye, and yo only, can tell
what 1 feel now; and ye may know how much I
w:‘i'l.lli."l endure to hear the neeents of o human
volee

“0 dire extremity! © state of living denath!
What dreadful stillness! Al nronnd me is dend;
and 1 da really exist—or am 1 but a statue! Is
this a vieion! Are these (hings veal! Alas, I
am bewildered!—this death-like. and ‘perpetunl
silence—thiz dimmnal chamber—the drend of far-
ther sufferings—have disturbed myfﬂnug;. 0 for
some friendly breast to lny my wea ead on!
sonte cordial accents to vevive my soul!

L - -~ - Ll #* - -

# Twrrite by stealth.  He whe furnished me with
the means, 1 fear has suffered for some symp-
toms of pity he may have discovered for me; I
have nol seen him for several days: perhaps he
i5 inclined to help me, and for thot reason s for-
Lid to come. O that hepe! but how vnin! Never
more must I quit these walls while life renaina.
Another doy 18 gone, and yet I live! At this
time to-morkew nizht my sufferings mn?' e seal-
ed in death! 1 will continue my jowmal mightly,
till the hand that weiles shall be stopped by
death; when the journal censes, the reader will
know I'am no more. Perhaps these ave the last
lines I shnll ever wiiie!—""

* a L L + #* - -

Adeline pansed, while her tears fvll fast. “Un-
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Bappy man (" she exelaimed, *and was there no
pitying-soul to save theel Great Godl thy waxs
me wonderful!”  While she sat musing, her
faney, which now wandeved in the regions of
tereor, gradually subdved reason.  There waza
elazs botore her upon the table, nnd she feared to
raize bor loeks towards ity Jest some other face
than hor own shoubl mest hev eves; otler dreaid-
ful idenz.and stringe images of funtastic thouglit
nawe evasaed her mind.

A hollow sigh seemed Lo pass mear her, “ Haoly
Virgin, protect nie!™ ervied she, and threwn fear-
ful planee vound the voom; ¥ this is surely sotne-
thing wore than foner."™  Her fomrs so far over-
eame hor, that sho woe several thmes npon the
pointof calling np part of the funily; but unwills
ingness to disturh thew, aud a drend of ridizule
withheld ker.  She was nlso afimid to meve, ens
nlmost to breathe. s she listened to the wind,
that murmured ot the cisements of heér luuc?'
chambey, she azin thenght she hesrd g sigh,
Her imagivation refused nuy longer the contrel
of reason, and, turning her ayes, o fzure, whoss
exaet form she could not distinguish, appeared
to poss along an abseuve part of the chamber: a
drendful chillness eame over hiet, snid she sat
figed in hor chaiv. At lengtl n deep sigh some-
what relicved “her oppressed  spivits, aud  her
sones seomiad to relurm.

All remnining gquiet, after some thue she begmn
to question whether het fancy bad not deceived
her; and she o far conguered lier terror as lo
desist from ealling Madnme La Aotie: her nind
wne, however, g0 wnch disturbed, that she did
not ventura to trust herself that ni?ht again with
the 315.; bat; having spent sone time in prayer,
and in endeavouriog to compose her spivits, sho
retived to hed,

_ When she nwolees in the morning, the ehecrfnl
‘!ﬂ'ﬂ'ht‘ams_irln,rc& upan the casanients, and ilig-
pelled the illnsions of darlosess: ey mingd, sooths
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ed and invigorated by sleep, rejected the mystic
and turbulent promptings of unagination. She
arese refroshed and thankfol; but, wpon polng
down to brealfnst, this transient gleam of

fled upon the appearance of the Marquis, whose
frequent vigits at the abley, after what had pass-
eid, ol only displeéased, but alarmed her. She
saw that he was dntqrmim;il to persevers in ad-
drassing hier, and the boldness and insensibility
of this conduct, while it éxeited her indignation,
inerepsed her disgust.  In pity to La Motte, she
endeavoured to concenl these emotions, though
she now thought that he reqguired too much from
her complaisnmee, and began seriously to consider
how she might avoid the necessity of continuing
it. The Marquis belmved to her with the most
respectful attention; but Adeline was silent and
reserved, and seized the first opportunity of with-
drawing. |

As she passed np the spiral staircase, Poter éns
tered the liall Below, and seeing Adeline, he
:stopped and lTooked earnestly at her; she did not
ohserve: him, but bie ealled hor softly, and she
then saw him male a signal ns if e hind soImEe-
thing to communicate, In the next instant La
Motte apened the door of the vaulted room, and
Peter hastily disappeared., She procesded to her
chamber, rmminaling upon this Fiifmﬂr and the
chutions mannce in which Peter hal given it.

But her thoughts soon returned (o their wonted
sulijects. Three days were now passed, and she
heard no intelligence of her father; she b to
hepe that he had relented from the violent mea-
sures hinted &t by La Motte, and that e meant
to pursue a milder plan; bt when she eonsider-

his character, this appeared improbable, and
ehe velapsed into her former foars. Her vesi-
dence ot the abhey waz now heeome painful, from
the perseverance of the Mavquis,and the condnct
which La Moite gblized her to ndopt; ret she
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conld not think, without dread, of guitting it to
refum to her fathor

The image of Theadsre often intruded upen
her busy thoughts, and brenght with it a pang,
which his stranga departure occasioned. She ha
a confnsed notion, that bhis fate woas someliow
connected with her own; and her struggles to
prevent thevemembrance of him, served only to
show hiow minch her heart was his. )

To divert her thoughts frean thess sulijects, and
gratify the curiosity so strongly excited on the
preceding night, slie now tesk up the MS,, but
was hindered from opening it by the entrance of
Madame. Lo Motte, who eame to tell her the
Mapgiis was gone, They passed their momning
together in work and peneral conversation;
Mutte not appearing till dinner, when he said
little, tnd Adelins less. She-asked him, however,
it he had Deard from her father. * I have nof
heard from him.”said La Motte, “but there is

roason, 85 1 am informed by the Marguks,
10 believe he is not far oft,”

Adeline was shocked, yet she was able to 1-9213
with beeoming firmness. 1 have alrendy, Sir
involved you tos much in my distress, an w
seo that resistance will ‘destrey you,. without
serving me; I nm therefore contonted to rebwmn
fomy athier, and thus spare you forther calmn-
ity

“This is a rash determination,” replied La
Moftte, “and if you pursue it, I fear you will se-
veigly repent.  I'speak to youw asa frietul, Ade-
ling, and- desire you will endeavour to listen to
me without prejudice.  The Marquis, 1 find, has
offered yon his hand, 1 kwow not which eircum:
stance most excites my swrprise, that a man of
his rank and consequence shonld solicit nomar-
riage with o person without fortune, or ostensible
connexions; or that & person so circumstanced
ehould, even for & moment, reject the advantages
thus offered her. You weep, Adeline; let mo
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hope that you are convineed of the absurdity of
this eondoet, and will no longer triffe with yvour
goorl fovtune. The kindoess 1 hove shown' you
must convines you of my regard, and that 1 have
no motive for offering you this advice bnt
nivaniage, It is, necessary, however, 1o say,
that, should your futher not ingist upon your re-
moval, I know not how long my circumstances
may enable mwe to afford even the humble pit=
tanee you recetve lere. 5611 yon are silent 1™

The :m]guish which this speech excited sups
pressed  Dier utterance, gnd she eoutinued to
weep. AL lanpth she said, = Suifer me, Sir, to
bagls to my father; I shonld indeed nnle an i1l
roturn for the kindoess you mention, eonld I
wish to stay after what fml povr tell me; and to
aeecept the Marguis T feel to be impossible.” The
remembronge of Theodors arese to her mind,
anil she wept alowd, ) )

La Motte tat for some tine musing, " Strange
infatuation!™ said he; *is it possible that you
rau persist in this heroism of romance, aud pre-
fer o falher to fnlipman 45 yours to the Marquis
e Montalt! A destiny &0 full of danger, to &
]ifcf slendopr snd delieht iy

= ﬂ:é”“ me,™ mid Adeline; * o muringe with
the Margnia woulid ba s[;]uu:]i&. but never happys
Hie choraeter exeiles my aversion, and 1 entreat,
Gir, thiat hie 1iny now no mare be mentioned.”

CHAPTER X.

Tne conversation related in the last chapter
was interrupted by the entrance of Peter, who,
ns he et the rooie, looked sionificantly ot Ades
lisie, and almost heelkomed,  =he wrs anxiouns to
Toow what he mennt, and soon after went ind
the hall, where she found him loitering.  The
moment e saw hier, e made o sipu of silence,
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and beckoned her into tho recess. . © Well, Pe-
o, what is it you wonld sax ' =aid Adeline,

“Tush, Ma'umselles for Hedven's snke speal
lower: i wa should bLe overheard, we are all
Blown upM—Adelie begged Lim to explnin what
Iis meant, ““Yes, Ma'mwselle, that 15 wlhat |
Lave wanted all day long. T bave watehed il
watehad for an  opportunity, and looked anil
loaked, £l T was afraid my waster himself would
g me: but bl wondd oot do; you would net
oedestand.? ) ) .

Adeline entiegted ho'wonld be quick, " Yuvs,
Ma'um, It I am g0 afesid we shall be seen: but
T wenld do much o serve such o goed oug
Indy, for I eould uob biear o think of wlic
threatened you, without telling you of it.”

" ]-'ﬁ.lr'ijz_g cake, " mid Adeline, *speak gnicls
Iy.or we shall b infermpted.”

SRV, then: bat vou mest rst promise by
the Hiilf; Virgin never to oy it was I that 4okl
you, My master would—"

= Tida, Tdol® said Adeline.

= Well, then—on Monduy evening as I—hnrlk!
did not T hearostep? Do, Malaweelle, fuststop
thiis way to-the cloisters. 1 woulld nob for the
world we shonld be seen. 111 go out at the hall
doop, nnd you can go throngh the pessaie.
vl not for the world we should Be weo"—
Adeling was myeh alarmed by Pater's words,
and hurried to the cloisters: e quickly appenr-
ed, 1md, looking chitiously: reund, resumed s
disconise. " A5 1 was siying, Ma'dmsells, Mobi-
day bight, when the Muvguis slept hee, von
kmow lie sat up very late, and 1 enn zuess; pir-
liaps, the reason of that.  Strange thivgs eomo
oit, but it 35 ot my Lusiness to {ell all 1 think."

“Prav do speale to the T-urgﬁn" gaid Adalluo
impatisntly ) " olhnt id this danger whieh yon
eny threatens mel  He guick, or we ghall be ob-
garyed?

1
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“ Danpor enoueh, Ma‘nmselle,” replisd Peter,
if vou knew ally and when yen do, what will
it gienifv: for you can't help yowself.” Hut
that's neither hare nor there: I was resolved to
f.l.'”({ﬂl.!, thongh T may repent it

S0 vather you ore resolved not to tell me™
sail Adeling, * {or you lmve made no progress
towards i explanation yet.—But what do you
meani  You were speaking of the Marguis,”

& Hush, Ma'am: not 2o loud. The Marquis, o 1
aid, sat up very fate, and my master sat wp-with
him. COne of his men went to hed in the oak-
rooin, anid the other stayed to undress his Lovd,
S0 g3 we were sitting  togethor—Lovd have
merey! it made my hair gtand anoend! T trem-
ble wvot. 2o ng we were sitting together—bnt ng
pure as 1 live, yonder 1§ my master: I éanpghta
glimpse of him between the trees; if he gees me
it is all over with ws. Il tell you anotlier
time.* BSo saying, he hwrried into the abliey,
leaving Adeling in o etnte of nlarm, euriosity,
and vexation, She walked out into the forest,
ruminating upoen eter's words, and endeavour-
ing to puess Lo whal they alluded: there
Madame La Motte joined her, and they convers-
ed on vorions topies till they reached the abbey.

Adeline watelied fn vain through that day for
an opportnnity of speaking with Peter. . While
he waited at supper, she occasionally ohserved
Lz eountenance with Eraut- anxiety, hoping it
might afford her some degree of inleiligt-m-e oL
the subject of her fears., When she retived,
Madame LaJlotle gecompanicd lier ta hey eham-
ber, and eontinued lo eotiverse with her for a
cousiderable time, o that she lnd nmo mepus of
obtaining no iuterview with Peter. Madame Ln
Motte appearcd to labour under some preat af-
fliction; and when Adeline, nolieing thiz, en-
trénted to kuow the couse of her dejection, tears
started into ey eyes, and she abeuptly left the
roo.
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This belaviour of Madome Laly
with Peter's discourse to alarm a.
gt pensively wpon lier Led, piven uj lo reflee-
tion, Uil she was ronzed by the cound of a eloels
which stood in the remn below, and which vow
stpuel twelve:  She was proparing lop rest, when
she recollected the 33, and was unable to cons
clide the might without veading it, The first
worids she could distiupuish were the follow-
ingz—

“Arain I return to this poor consolation—
again 1 have been !.\emitl:&t] to sto suother diy,
1t t3. now midnight! My solitaiy lamp burng be-
stde mes the time is awinl, buk to me the silenco
of noon i as the silence of midnight: o deeper
gloom s all in which they differ. The atill, un-
varring hours ave numbered only by my sufler-
ings!  Great God! when shall T e relepsed!

- L L] w - [ ] L]

# Bt whenee - this strange eonfinemeni!’ I
have never mjored hin, - I death §s destigned
me, why thisdelag! and for what but death am
I Brousht lither]  This abbey—alast’—Hero
the M5, was aguin illegible, nnd for savernl pages
Adelive cowhl only make out disjointed sen-
tencis!

A0 bitter dennzhit! when, when shall T hava
rest! & my friends! will none of ye fiy to aiil
me! will none of yo avenge my sufteringst Ah!
when it i5 too late—when I am gone for ever,
yo will endeavour 10 averge them!

% 0nee mora is-night returned to toe. Another
day s passed B solifnde nnd misery. I havo
climthed to the ensement, thinking tho view of
nattire would refresh my souly and somewhat gn-
phle meto'suppert these atilictions,  Alas! even
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afort 15 denied me: the windows

: - af inner parts of this u'bhg{.-au_ﬂ':ﬂd-

mit only o portion of that day shich I onnst

never more fully behold, Last jaiq.lu.! last night!
) sceno of Lorror!™ * LRk

Adsling shuddered. She fearsd to read the

coming sentence, yet curiosity prompted ber to
el Still gle pavsed: an unaccountable

read came over her. ® Soma horrid deod lins:

been ‘done liere,' salil shei the reports of the
peasants are true.  Murder has Leen commit-
tod!®  The iden thrillsd her with horrer.. She
racollectad the dagger which had fm her
stops in the sscref chamber, nnd this cireuni-
stance served to confirm her most terrible don-
Jectures,  She wished to examine it, bub it lay in
ang of these elinmbeve, end she foated to go in
-tpuest pf i, ) )

HWrelehed, nerotehed vietim )" sho exelaimed
Scould i friend vecene thee from destrustion]
O that T had bean pear] vel whet could T have
done to save theo!  Alagl nothing. 1 forget that
even now, perlaps, 1 2 like thee, abandoned to
dangers, from which I have wo fifend to stoceme
my,  Too surely [ pwesa the cothor of thy mise.
ries!" | She stopped, for she thought she benid o
sigh, such a8 on the preceding nizht Lad passe
along the ehamber.  Her Blood was chilleid, and
she ot motionless, The lopaly situation of lier
Tooin, remote from therest of the family (she was
now in her swn-apartmest, from which Madame
Ln Motte liad removed), who were slmost beyond
ctull, struck so forcibly upan her Tmagination,
that she with difficnlty presevved Tiorseldf from
faiuting, She sat for o considerable time, hit gl
was still.  When she was zomewhat recovered,
hgr Brst design was to adarm the fanily but fae-
threr refléetion withheld her: e

She endeavatred t6 compose her spirite, and
pidrezsed a short preaver to thot Being who hml
Hitherta yratected her i every dangerd,  Whils
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sle: wis s - empleyed, her mind - praduwilly
breoame elevated il re-pgsnred: o subilitne eom-
plreeney filled her lieart, nnd ehe sat down once
mpre-ta pursue the narentive. )

Spvernl lines that immedintely followed were
obliternted,—

" “ . « . & .

* He had told me T should not be penmiited to
live long, nor more than three doyk, and bade
me choose whether T would die by poison, or tho
gworil, O the pponies of that moment! Grent
God! thon gepst my-sulferings! 1 oltén viowead,
with o mementary hope of escaping, the high-
grated witdows of wy prison—all things within
the epnipess of possibility 1 was resolved to try,
and witl an eazer desperation 1 elimbed townrds
the casements; but, my foob slipped, nnd falling
Boelc to the flooy, 1 was stunimed by the blow:
O récovering, the first gounds I heard were the
steps of a ]ilf_.ﬁml entering my prison, A vecol-
lection of the post returned, ond doplorabile wis
mfv condition. 1 shoddered at what was (e come,
Tl snme man approachied; he looked at me first
with pitsy but bis conntennnce soon recovered
its matiral ferocity. Yet he did not then come
to execute the {-unmse of his employer; I am
:ieaen'fd to amother day—Great God, thy will be
done!

Adeling cogld not go on, All the elreumstances
that seemed to corroborate the fate of tlis un=
hzppy man crowded upon her mind; the reports:
eoncerning the shbey—the dreams which Had
forerun lier discovery of the private aparlments
=the singular menner in which sle had foupd
the MS, and the apparition, which shie now be-
lieved she had really seen.  She blamed herself
dor hinving not yet mentioved the discovery of
the maneseript and chambeore to La Matte, ond
resalved to delay the disclosure na Tonger thnn
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the following morning. ‘The jmmediate cares
that had oceupicd her mind, and her fear of lo-
sing the monnzeript before slie lad vead it, had
hitherto kept lier silent

Sueli o eombination of eivenmstances she be-
jioved coulld ouly be produced liy-some 5o
tmnl power, operating for the retribution of the
guilty, . This reflection filled lier mind with a de-
gree of awe, swhich the lonelivess of the lavge old
elgimber in whicl she sat, and the honr of the
night, soon heizkiened into terror,  She had ne-
ver boen saperstitions, but circemstances so wn=
eommon hod lLitherto conspired in this affair,
that £he conld not belicve them aceidental. Her
imagination, wronght upon by these reflections,
again beesme sensille to every inipression; she
feared to ook rownd, lest she should again gee
some dreadful phantom, and she almost fancled
alie hosnd voices swell it the stori whiel now
shook the faliic.

5till eho tried to command hier feelingsse o5 to
avoid distorbing e family; but they became so
vainfal, that even the dread of La Motlo' vidi-
ciile had havdly pover to prevent her quitting
the chamboer. Her mind was now i such o state,
thnt ehe found it impossible to porsue the story
in the M5, though, to aveid the lortures of sne-
pense, she had attempted ft. She Inid it down:
tmin, and brisd to Footh evsalf to. composire—
S What bave I to feart™ eaid she; “ 1 ooy at least
innoeent, ond 1 shall not he punighed for the
ciimie of nuofier

A violent goet of wimd, that now rusled (hrough
the vwhale snite of apartments, shook the door
that lod from her late bed-chamber to the privato
rooms s foreihle, that Adeline, unable to remain
Jomger in doulit, van to gee from whenee the noisa
heesiedd, The areas, wlhich conepnked the door, wos
violomtly mritated, and she stood for a momont
obzerving it in inleseritinlile tevrar, till, believing
it wos swoyed by the wisd, she mode o sudden
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offort to overcome lier féclings, nnd slooned to
riise it. At that insiant she tlotight she heard 3
voice, She slopped and listened, tut every thing
waa stills yot ppprehension so fur overcame Loty
tiae she had no power, cither to examine, or 10
leave the chmnlber.

In o fow moments the volee veturned; she was
now canviiieed she had not been deeeived; for
toueh low, she heard it distinetly, and was al-
most stre it repeated Lier own naine,  So much
vens her Taney aficeted, that she cven thonght it
weas the sama voice she hud heard in her dreains,
"This convietion entively sulidued the smsll re-
miies of her conrage, and sinking fnto o chairy
she logd all recollection.

How long shie vemained in this state she knew
1ot but when she vecovered, she excrled all lier
strengil, aud reached the winding stair-case
swhiore soe called olend. No one heard her, and.
slie Tinstened, as fast a8 her foelleness would per-
mit, to the chamber of Madame La Motte, She
tappeid gently ot the deor, and was answored by
Midame, who wis slamed at bein awglened ot
o nnnsnal an hour, and Lelievel that some Jdan=
gor threatenced hev hustand,  When ghe under-
Zipod that it was Adeling, ond that she was un-
well, she quickly came to ler volief.  The tervor
that was yet visible in Adeling’s countenance oX-
ited her inguiries, and the occasion of it Wis eX-
plained to her. )

Mademe was so much discemposed by the re
lation, that she called La dlette from his hed,
whe, more ougry ab being disturbed than iute-
yested for the agitation he witnessed, reproved
Adeline for sufforing ler fancics to oyercome her
repsoRt.  She mow mentioned the discovery slie
hiad made of the inner ehnmbers, and the mumu-
mEt' ciremmustanees which ronsed the attention
of Lo Motte so muel, that he desived to-see the
M5, nnd resolved to go immedistely to the avoarts
meuts deseribed by Adeline,



i7a THE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST.

Madame La- 3otie endeavoursd to dissnade
Tiiiw from lis panpase; but Lo Motte, with whom
opposition had abways an effset coutrary to the
one desirned, and who wighed to thvow farther
ridforle upon the torrors of Adeline, pérsisted it
his Intention. He ealled to Peter to stiond with
alight, and ingtsted that Madame La Motte and
Addeline shauld uucdml!:nlg' him. AMadame de-
sired to be excused, and Adeline af, flvst declared
glic would not go; but he wounld he oheyed.

Theyascended the tower,nnd entered the first
chamber tegether: for each of the party was re-
Tuetant to bis the Inst: in the eecond ehnmber 1l
was fuiot awl in evder.  Adeline presented the
S, and pefuted to the arns wltiel comecnlod
the door. ~ La Motte lifted the arras, and opencd
tha dooe; bt Madame Lo Motte and Adeline en-
treatad 1o go no farther—again o ealled to them
to follow. ANl was quict in the first chamber:
hie expressed his smprise that the vogins slonld
=m0 loug hove romained undiscovered, nnd was:
Pmumiin to the sceond, hut suddenly stopped,
W will defor cur examination till to-morrow,”
said he; *the domps of these apartments ave wne-
whalesome at any time; but they stike one more
sensibily at night. I pmeehilled.  Peter, remen-
Ber o thiow opon i windews éarly in the
woraing, that the nie may cireulnte”

“ Lol Dloes your hanour,” said Petor, “don't
you see Lean't roach themy? Desides, I don't be-
lieve they nre miale to open s see what strong iron
bary thers are; the roone loaks far all the world
Tilee o prison: 1 supposa thiz ia the place the poo-
e memnt, whien they sxid, nobody ot had beon
En gver canm ont.™ I,:n Motte, who, during !1is
speeel, had been Tooking attentively at the hlgh
windows, wiicl, 1f he had seen them at first, he
had Emniu.!ry not ehaerved, now interrmpted the
eloquence of Peter, and Tl diitn carry the light
before them. They all willingly quitted thesa
chmnbers; and returned to the rooin belaw, wheors
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o fire wvns lighted, and the party remained toge-
Aher for soute time,

La Motte, for rousons best known to himsell,
attempted to ridiculs the discovery and fears of
Adeline, til she, with o corionsness that eliceked
him, entrenterd he wonld desist.  He was silont,
aliscon after, Adeline ancgramed by the return
of day-Hght, ventured to her chamber, and for
-some honrs pxperieteed the blessing of undis-
turbed repose.

On the following day, Adeling's first eare wag'
to olitain aiinterview with Peter, whom ehe had
some hopes of seelng as she went down stairs;
Jugy howevor, did not appear, and she proeecded
te the sitting-room, where she found La Motte
a ]tr:t'l*éurle' much distnrbed, - Adelina asked him
if e Bl lookedd at the M5, *1 have van my eyo
over il said he, © bt 1t is so0 mooly abscured Eur
time that it ein sedreely be decyplicrad, It ap-
pears to-exhibit o stranze rommtic story; and I
do not wonder, that alter yon lad wuffered ite
terrors to impress yvonr imarination, you mncled
you saw spectres, and heand wonderous noises.™

Adeline thought La Motte did not ehoose to e
eonvineed, nnd sile therefore forbore reply, Du-
ring breakfast, she often looled at Peter (who
wited) with anxions Inguivy; dod, from his
eonntenanes, was still more assured that he had
sometling of imperignee to communicate, In
the hope of some conversation with him, she left
the room mg soon ag poszible, and repaired to lier
favourite avente, whets shtf'had not Jone yomdin-
ed when he appenred. * God DBless you, Ma'am-
zelle,” &nid he; 1 omosorry I frightened you so
last nighe™

“ Prightod me,” spid Adeline, "how was: yon
eoeerned m thatd’”

He then informed her, that when he thought
HMomsieur and Madams La Motte were asloep, he
bl ‘stole to hor chamber door, with an intention
of giving hap the eoquel of what e ad begun in
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the morning: that he had ealied several times ng
loud a5 he dared, bul receiviog no answor, he be-
Tieved ghe was asleop, or did not elicose 1o speal
with him, sud he had therefore left the door.
Thiz aceount of the voice she had hesrd relieved
Adeline’s spirits: shesas even surprised that she
did not know it till veriembering the porturbsg-
tion of Her mind for some tine preceding, this
sur;;'me dizappeared. iz, R

She entreated Peter to be biief in explnmmﬁ
the danger with which she woas theeatened. ®
you'll let me go eu wmy owi way, Ma'am, yon'll
goon kmow it; bnt if ¥ou hwrry me, and ask me

uestiong here nud thevs; ont of their plaees, I

on’t. know what I nm saving.™

“Bo it o' said .-‘-ds-fim; “only remember
that we may be obeerved.”

* Yes, Ma'amselle, T am as much afraid of that
a5 vou are, for 1 believe I should e almozt as il
offs hewevor, that is weither bere nor there; but
I'm sure il you stay in this old abbey another
night, it will be worse forr you; for, ns 1 said be-
fore, I know all nbout it."

W hat mean vou, Peter!

W hy, abiont 1his seheme that's goivg o

W hat, then, e my father?”—% Y our father,™
ieterrupted Peter. * Lord Lless you, that iz nil
fudge, to frichten yous; your futher, nor nobody
olee, bias ever sent aftor you. I dare eay he
Enows no wore of vou than the Puru docs—nok
et  Adeline looked displeased. * You trifla™
enid shes “if you have any thing to tell, say it
quicldy; I amin haste”

“ Bless you, young Lady, T meant mo hnrm; I
hope vou're wot avgzry: but P gure yon ean't
deny that your futlier is cruel, Bat, as 1 wes
saying, the Marguis’ de Mentalt llees yous dud
bz snd 1y mnster " (Peter looked round) * have
beon laying their heads torether about you
Adeling terned pele—she comprebsnded o part
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of (lie truth, and exgerly eéntreated him fo pro-

o, ]

“ hey have been Javing: their heads together
about yeu. This is what faspices, the Marquiss
aan, tells me; gays he, * Tater, you Jittle kunw
what is going on—1 could toll all'if I chose it
Dt ot &5 not Tor these who gre trusted to tel
again. I warrant now your master is cluse
encuglt with yon! Upan which T was plgued,
nd resolved to make him beliove 1 confd
trustod ne well as he, Perlnps not, saye I3 por-
hape T know gs much as o, theuzh T do net
elioosoe to brag on't; and | winked—Da vouso?
£ays he, then you are cloper than I thoneht for,
She is o fine girl, says ho, meaning you, detam-
solle; but she s nothing but o poor fonndling
nfter all=-gd it does not el signify=—1I hud u
mind to lnow farther what he meant—eo I did
not knoele him down. By seeming to kmow ns
nenelt s lieg I et last naade Line discover 1l and
he lﬁ!ﬂ_lu{:—hut you look pale, Ma'spgetls; are
Fon

g, enid Adeline; in o dremudows accent; amd
seareely able to sapport heeself; © pray ywocoed,””

“aned e told e, that thie Margquis had Leen
courting you & pma:i while, buk you would not
listen to hint: pud had even pretendsd he wonlid
mary yous g all would not do.  As for thars
risge, #ays I, 1 enppose sho lnows the Mar-
chiowess iz aliver and I'm sare she is ol one foy
liis turn npon other terms"

“The Marchioness s really living, then,' sald
Adeline.

“0 yes, Ma'nmselle, we nll know that, and 1
{hought f'w. hed Lnown it teo.—— Wi shall seo
thnt, revlies Josyues; at least, T belisve that onr
miegtor will outwit her—1 stared; T eonld not
hielp it—Aye, saye e, you kaow your master lisa
agreed bo mve her np to my Lonl.”

HGood ted! wlat will Lécome of mig!? exs
elaimed Adeline,
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“ Aye, Ma'nmeelle, I ana Berry for yous bub
Niear me owl. When Jnu]llluﬂ said this, I quite
forgot myeelf, 111 pever believe it, wd 15 I'H
never beliove my mnster swwould be guilty of such
o base acticr: He'll not give Lor up, or I'm no
Cliristinn —0h! said Jagues, for that matter; I
thought you'd known all, olse T should not have
saidl o word abeut it Irmreﬂ-r, you may soon
satisfy yourself by goinge to the %rnrlnur door, o8
I lwve donei they're io consultation about it
naw, I dare sny.*

* You need nob repent any more of this conver-
sadion,' said Adeline: Int tell nee the result of
whnt vou lieprd from the parlowr™

Why, Ma'amselle, when lie said thig, T teole
him at liis word, and went to the door, where,
sire-enogh, [ hesrd my master and the ‘Mnulnh
talking about you. They saiid o great deal, which
I eonid make nothing of: Lutat Inst I'lieard the
Marquis say, You luow the termg: on these
terms ouly will 1 conrent to bury the past in
obi—olr—oblivion———that was the word. Man-
gienr Lo Motte thien fold the Matquis, i he wonld
retun to the nh'lmly wian such oonight, meanin
this very night, Ma'amselle, every thing shou
be preparéd sceording to lin wiches:  Adeline
alml’l then be yoi'd, my Lovd, said he—yon are
alrendy nequainted with her alinnher.” i

At these words Adeline elacped her hands, snd
ridsed lier eyes to Heaven iu silent dedpair,—
Poeter went on: * When | heard this, I could not
doubt what Jacgnes had sil.—Well, said e,
what do you think of it nowl  Why, that my
master's a rasenl, says L—It"s well vou don't
think mwine ene too, Bays he—"Why, ns for ihat
sutkter,  pays - 1"——Adeline, Interrapting him,
imguired i he hod leard any thivg farther,
*Just then,” exid Peter, ® we heard Madame La
Motte eome ont frem snother rocm, ond sowe
made haste biiok to the kitchen,”

#She wing pol present ot this converzation
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thent” said Adelina.—* No, Ma'amselle, bt my
master has told ber of il, 1 warrant,” Addeline
was-alwest as muel shioeked by (RS Gpparent
perfidy of Mmdame La Motte, nd by a kuowledge
of the destraction” that threstened hew,  Afor
musllig a fow moments ju extrome agitation,
A Poter, gaid she, you lave a good henvt, audd
foel o just indigoation ni your master’s ‘tres-
clle‘r.'j'—will you assist mo to escapel”™ )

AN, Ma'nuselle!™ il e, Thow con 1 ssdist
votl  Bowides, where can wo pol 1 have no

jeeds about here, no move thon yoursedf!

CO0 poplied Adeline, in extrome cmotion,
“wa fly from ecnomnies! stmogers may prove
friends: nasist mo bt fo eseape from khis forest,
and you will elnim my eteroi] gmtitude: I have
1o fosre Ldyond 8™

“ Wy ns for this fovest,” replied Peter, “1
am weary of it mysells thengh, whon wo sl
carne, I thought it would be fine living here; at
least I thought it waz vory different from any
lifo I lind ever Hved before. Dut these gliosts
that hannt the abber—I om no move i eawan
tau other men, bot I don’t like Hligm; and then
thove f@go many stennge veports abrond: and my
mastér—I thonght [ eould have served him o
the eud of the world; but mow I eare not how
oot 1 lenvo Dim, for his belinvieur toyou,
Ma'wmsel e

Y Y ou cousent then to assish me 6 cscapingt”
sl Adeline will engﬂmm- |

S3Why, ng to that, Ma‘amselle, I woulid willing-
lyy 56 1 knew where to go. e be sure | hivaa
siitor Hves in Bavey, but thet b o geeat was'olf;
and L have saved alittlo mmowey out of wy wages;
Lue that wan't caviy te sueh o Joug journey,”

“Hezard mot that™ snid Adeline; “if 1 waa
oncy beyond this forezt, T woull then sndeavour
to take care of myself, ind repay you for your
kindupsa™ |

®01 a3 for that, Ifadama™— Wall, woll,
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Peler, leb s consider how we may ezcape. This
night, sy yon—Lhis night—the Marguis is to
relum!™ i

“Yea Mafmaelle, to-nizht alioud darls. 1
lave just thouzht of a schieme. My mmster's
horses nropgrozing in theforest; we niny takie ona
of them, aml send it bael from the first stage:
but how shall we aveld being seenl  Besidos, if
we go off in the day-lizht, Le will soon pursss
and overtake ws: and if you stay Gl aigin, the
BMavagutis will Le come, and then there is no
chamee. 11 theymiss ns both ot the some time,
too, they'll suess how it is, and set off directly,
Conld yon not contrive to go fivst, and wait for
mi Hll the hely-barls®s ever?  Then, wlile
they're searching in the pince under mronnd for
rou, 1 enn slip away, and we shall be gut of their
reach hefore they think of pusning ne

Adeling agrend to the truth of ull this, and was
gomewhat surpiised at Peter's sngacity.  She in-
auired if he diew of any placein the neizhbonr-
hood of the ahbey, where tho could ranain eon-
cealed il he came with 4 hosse, %Wy yos,
Madame, there is o plaee, nov T thinl of i,
where you wmay be sate cnongh, for nobody foss
near: bt they eay it's haunted, and perlngs you
wonld not ke to thore.”  Adehne, remi m-
bering the Ianst night, was somewlat sfartled ot
this ntellizence; but a senss af. ler prestnt dai.
ger pressed pgain upon liee mind, sl evereama
avery other nuprelenaion, “Wiero in{1ds plocet™
gnid shes Yif it will coneeal me, Fahall vot hesi-
tate to go"

“ 1t js an old tomb that stands in the thickest
part of the forest, about o quarter of o @ ile' off
the nearest way, and almest o mile the othee,
When my master used to hide imself so mech
in the forest, I have followed him samewhera
thereabonts, but 1 did not find out the tetb till
tother day. However, that’s peither Love nor
ihere; A you dave venture to i, Ma'nmeeils, I
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show you the nearest way,” So saying, lie point-
ed toa winding peth on the rght. Adeline hav-
ing looked round, witheul perceiving any person
nedr, directed Peter to lead her to the temb.
They pursned the Em]:. £ill turning: isito & gloomy
vonmutie part of the forest, almost imporvious to
thie vays of thesun, they eame to the spot whither
Lowis bl formerly tooced his father.

The stiilness an 's’olmnnita' of the scene ghrnele
awe upon the heart of Adeiing, who paused, and
surveved it for some time in silenee,  Ar length,
Peter led herinto the interior part ‘of the ruin,
to which they deseended by several steps, *Song
old abbot,” said he, * vos formerly buried heve,
a5 the Muguis's people say s and it's like enouzh
thnt hoe b{-.*nngu to the nhbey vonder,. But I
don't see why hé should trke it in his head to
walles fre wis not murdered, garaly ™

** 1 hope wob," said Adeline,

* That's more than can be said for all that lies
Burded at the abbey though, and=""Adcline in-
tervupted Bim: * Hari! sweely I honr 2 noisel”
said she: * Leaven protect us from discovery P!
They listened, but all was still, and they wont oo,
Peter opened o Jow doory and they entered npon
a durle paseage, frequently ebetnteted by looso
fr.'_i;lu Enl!_nf_ﬂq:w :I.1_.1d along which they moved
vith caution. “\é’lutlser are wo poingl” gnid
Adelitie,—~** 1 semvely know my=elf;” sanl Peter,
“for 1 never was so far before; hut the placa
geems quict enough.”  Something obstreciod his
'h'a‘i" it was © door, which yielded to his-ltend,
aad discovered o kind of eell, vidcurely apen by
the twiliglit admitted throuseha grate obove, A
partial glesm shot athiwart the place, leaving tha
greater port of it in ghadow, .

Adeline sighed ps sho surveyed {8—"This s n
frimhtful spot,’ enid slhieg “ ot 1038 will afferd me
noshelter, it is 8 palace,  Reotember, Peter, thac
wiy pexce and honour depend upon your l‘ﬂ]t!{:’ul—
ness; b bothy discrect and veselute, In the dusk
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of the evening I céu: pass from the abbey with
lenst dunger of being abserved, nnd in l]hlfgg'a_ll I
will wait vour arvival. As soon a5 Monsieuy snd
Madome Lo Motte are eng insearehing the
wvaults, you will bring heve a horse; three knocka
npoti (e tomb shall infor'm me of your arrival.

ar Heaven®s salie be enntiows, aud b punetwsl ™

1 will, Ma'amzetle, et come whitt may.

They re-nacended Lo the forest, and Adeling,
fearful of ohservation, directed Peter to run flrst
to tha abboy, and Invent some excose for lis ab-
Belce, iir e }f‘ad h—e]:]rl ‘rhmﬂn :fhitfnt she wt:l:
again slong, she yiclded to n Sood of tears, an
judulzed the exeess of her disfress, She saw
hesell without friends, withont velations, for-
lorn, destitete, and abandoted fo the woist of
evils—hbetrayed by the very porsons to whoso
confort sho had so long adminbstered, whom she
lind Toved as her protectors, and revered ps her
parents! 'Fhess reflections fonched her heard
with the most afflicting sensations, and the sense
of her inumediate danger was fur o while absorh.
ol an the el seeasioned by o discovery of such
il in ot héys: )

Ae length, she roused nll her fortitude, and
turning townnls the obbey, endeavoured to await
with patience the hour of ovening, and to sustain
a0 appearance of gomponite o the presenes of
Movsteu and Madnme La Motte, For the pog-
sgent she wished to aveid seeing: eithor of them,
doubting her ability to' disgukse her emotiong:
having reached the ahbey, she therefore pussed
on fo her chiumber,  Hete she endeavonred fo
direel By nttention to indifferent subjects, bub
i vaing tha l}.ul:m' of her stuation, amd (he-sa-
vere disnppointment. she bad yectived, in the
elarncter of thoss whom she ad S much es-
teenied, and oven foved, pressed haed upen her
thoughts, To a generous inind few cirenustances
ane siore aflicling than p diseovery of perfidy in
thirizo wlhem we have trosted, evieén thisosh it oy
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fail of any absolute inconvenience to ourselves,
The behavieur of Madane La Motte in thus, by
concenlment, conspiring 10 her destruclion, pars
tienlarly shoeked her.

¥ Haw has my imagination deecived me!™ said
ghios "what o pictore did ibdraw of the goodness
of fhe world? And must I then believe that
every boly 15 couel and deceitful!  No—let ine
still be deceived, and still suifer, rather than be
condemned o 4 state of such wretehod sespi-
cionl” She now endenvourcd to extenunte the
conduct of Madame La Mette, by attributing it
to = fenr of hev hushand. **She dare not oppose
his will,” snid she, *else she wonld warn me of
my danger, and asgict me to Qﬁcape from it; No—
I will never believe hier enpable of conspiving 1y
uin.  Tervor alone keeps foer silent.”

Adeline was somewhat comforted by  this
thought, The bemevolenee of her heavt tuught
Liy, inn this instanee, to sophisticale; She por-
eeived not, that by ascribing the eonduct of Ma-
dame La Motte {0 terTor, she only seftened the
dezrep of her puili, hinputing it to o motive less
depraved, but not less selfish, She remained in
herchamber till summnened to dinner, when, dry-
Ing hew tears, she descended with faltering steps
and g palpitating heart to the parfour. When
she gaw La Motte, in spite of all her efforts, she
trembded and grew pale: she eonld wot behold,
even with noparent indifference, the man wheo
she knew hd dectined her to destruction.  He
eizerved her omotion, dud inqgeiring 1f she wag
ill, she'saw the denger to which her agitation ex-
Emed her, Fearfitl lest La Motte shoald suspect

5 trne canse, ehe rallied all her spirits, and, with
o look of complaceney, answered she was well,

During dinner she preserved a degrée of com-
posiire, that effectually concealed the varied an-
glllsh_vf her heart. When she lookéed at La
Motte, tevror and im]i_sz;.}:ntian were her predos
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minant feclings; but when she regarded Madame
La Matte, it was etherwise; gatitude for her for-
mer tenderness had long been confirmed into af-
fection, and her heart now swelled with the bit-
terness of grief and disappointment. Madame La
Motte appeared depicssed, aud snid little. La
Motte seemed anxious to prevent thought by
sssuming a fictitions and uonetural gaiety: he
Ianghed and talked, and threw off frequent bum-
rs of wine: it was the mirth of d ration.
Iadame became alarmed, and would have ye-
etrained him; baot e persisted in his libations to
Eaechus, tiil reflection seemed to be nlmost over-
come.

Madame La Motte, foarful that in the careless.
ness of the present moment he might betray him-
selfy withdrew with Adeline to anether room.
Adeling recollected the !raggr hiours she onge
pazsed with her, when confidence banished. re-
serve, and sympathy and estéon dictnted the
senitiments of friendship: now thoze hours were
gone for evoer; sive conld no longer winbosem her
griefs to Madome La Motte: no longer even gs-
teem her,  Yet, notwitheianding all the davger
to which she wis exposedd by the eriminal silenca
of the latter; she could not converse with her,
congeionsly for the list time, without feeling a
degree of sorrow, which wisdom may call weak-
nees, but to which benevolence will :Lﬁaw a sefter
e,

Madame La Motle, in her eonversalion, appear-
ed o labour under an almost equal n;&oﬁi@.
with Adeline: ber thoughts were abatyacted from
the subject of discourse, and there were long and
frequent intervals of silence. Adeline mare than
onec canght her gazing with o loolk of tenderness
upon lier, and saw her evés filled with tears; By
this circumstance she wis so much affected, that
ghe wns sevoral Hmes npon the point of lhm»win§
heysell b her feet, and fmploring her pity-an
protection. Cooler reflection showed her the ex-
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travagance and dasger of this conduet: she sup-

pressed her emotions, but they as length com-

Eﬁxlzlgi Tier to withdraw from the presence of Ma-
La Motte,

CHAPTER XI,

ApeLiye onxiously watched from her cham-
ber window the sun-set behind the distant hills,
and the time of her departure draw nighs it set
with uvncommon splesdour, and threw o fiery
gleamathwart the woods, and upon some seatter-
ed fmagmients of the ruins, which she could not
paze upon with indifference.  Never, prohahiy,
senin shall I'seethe sun sink below these hills”
said she, “or illumine this seene!  Where shall I
Lwe when next it sets—where thiz time to-inors
row! s=imk, perhaps, in misery!” She wept at
the thonght. *A few hours” resumed Adeline,
Hand the Marquis will arrive—a few hopry, an
this albey will be o scene of confusion and
{umult: every eye will be in gearel of me, cvery
recess will he explored.” Tlhese refleciions fi-
gpired her with new terror, and incresssd her
imFa.ugnce to be gone.

’ \rﬂgl%; gmdq_muﬁ eame on, ond gshe now
thought it sufficiently dark to ventore forth;
bitt, before she went, she kneeled down on
niddressed herself to Henven, She jmploréd
support and protection, and eommitted herself to
the care: of the God of Mergies. Having done
this; ghe quitted ber chamber, and passed with
cautious steps down the winding stabr-caze. No
ﬁm-nu npﬁenr&d. and she proceeded through the

sor of the tower into the forest. She lopked
Vt‘h the gloom of evening abscured every
ohiect,

ith o trembling heart she sought the poth
inled out by Peter, which led to the tomb;
aving found ‘it, she passed along forlem and
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tervified.  Often did she atmt ag the Dreeza
ghoolt the lght leaves of the trees, or ag the bat
flitted by, gamboling in the twilight; and often,
03 she logled back towarids the abbery, ﬂwuﬁrﬁ
ehe distinguizhed, omid the deepening gloom, the
fizures of men.  Having proceeded some- wiy,
she suddenly heard the feet of horees, and soon
after a sound of voices, among which she distin-
guished that of the Marguis: they seemed to
come from the quarier ghe was np]'-mchin{;, and
evidently ndvanced, Terror for some minntes
wrrested her steps; she stood in o state of diead-
ful hesitation: to procced was fo run inte Lhe
hands of the Marghis; to return was to fall juto
ihe power of La Motte,

Alter remaining for some time uncortzin whi-
ther to fly, the sounds suddenly took n different
direction, and the m{mrr* wheeled towards the
abbey,  Adeline Ladashort cessation of terror,
She now understood that the Marquis had passed
thiz spot only on his way to the abbey, and she
hestened to secrete  hevsell in the muin. At
length, after much dificnity, shie venched it, the
deep allm{]esnlmmsl concealing it from hersenich,
She paused ot the entranee, awed Dy the so-
lrrmnii_\' that reigned withing and the utter dark-
ness of the place; ot length, she delermined to
wrateh without till Peter should anvive, *If any

worson npproaches,”™ soid she, * 1 ean hear them
fore they can see me, and T can then seerete
myself in the cell."

She leaned against o fmzment of the tomb in
trembling expeciation, and, as she Hatened, no
sonnd broke the silence of the howr.  Thestate of
her mind can only be imagined, by m::s_i&mim;;
that upon the prezent time twared the crisia o
Jer fate, " They have now," thought she, ™ dis-
covered my flight ; even now they ave seeking mo
in every part-of the abbex, T hear their dread-
ful voices call me: I'sep their eager looks." @
power of imagination aimost overcame  her
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While she yet leoked svound, shé saw lights
movinge ata distanee: sometimes they glimmered
botween the trees, add sometimes they tofully
disappearid,

They seemed to be in a divection with the
abbey; and £he now remembored, that in the
morping she had scen o part of the fabric
thyough an epeninz i the forest.  She liad,
therefore, ng deulit that the Lzhts che saw pro-
eceded from poople in seneh of her; who, she
feared, not fnding her at the dbbey, might di-
vect thelr steps townrds the tomb,  Her place of
vefuge now seemed too nenr her enemies to ho
gnfe, nnd she woold hove fed ton more distant
part of the forest, Lut recollecfed that Peter
would not know where to fiiud ler.

White those thoughts poassed over her mind,
ghe heard distant veolees In the wind, snd was
hastening to conceal hovself in the cell, when she
observed the lights suddenly disappear.  All was
soon after hushed in silencennd darknessy yebshe
endegvoured to find the way to the eell,  she re-
memberad tho situation of the suter door and of
the pussage, amd, haﬁuﬁ wigsed these, she unclo-
gedd the door of the cell. Within it was uttend
dark. She trombled violently, but enteved:
and, having felf about the walls; at length seated
herself on u projection of stone.

She hore agiin addressed herself fo Heaven
and etdeavoured to ve-animate her spirits il
Petershould arrive.  Above holf an bour elopsed
in this plogmy recess, and no sonnd foretold s
approach. Her spirits sunk; ghe feared somo
pirt of their plan was discovered, or intervupled,
and that lie was detained by La Motte. This
convietion opernted somotimes so strongly ujoin
her foars, o to urge her to quit the cell nlose,
and seek in ﬂEFI:I‘. Iter only ehanee of escnpro.

While this design was Auctunting in her mind,

 distinguisliod throvgh the srate above a clate
tering of Lioufs. The neise apprafiched, aid g5
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length stopped at the tomb, In the succeeding
monont sho Heard thce Stpokes of & whip; her
heart beat, mid for some mements het agitation
was such, that she made no effort to quit the
eell.  The strokes wera repeated ; she now roused
her spirits, and, st piugl forward, ascended to
the forest, She ealled, * Peter!™ for the desp
gloom would not permit her to distinguish either
man or horse.  She was quickly answered,
“ Hushl Ma'simselle, our voices will betray us.”

They mounted and rode-off as fust as the dark-
ness would permit.  Adeline's heart revived al
every step they took., Ghe inguired what had
pussed at the abbey, and how he contrived
to get away., * th&njt softly, Ma'amselle; you'll
know all Dy and by, but T can’t tell you now.”
He had scarcely ﬁpuka ere they saw lights move
along at o distanee; gnd coming now o o more
open part of the forest, he set off on g full IIg‘F
and costinued the'pace till the horse could b Al
it no longer. They Tooked baclk, and no lights
Bﬂ'mﬂ“g' Adeling's terror subsided. Bhe in-
guired agnin what had passed at the abbey, when
her flight was discovered. * You may speak
without fear of being heard," said shey * weare
gone beyend their reaoh, I lio) I

“ Why, Mo'amsetle" said he, *you had not
Ligent pone Ium{ before the Marauis arrived, and
Mongienr Lo Motte then found ont you were
fled.. Upon this o great rout there was, and he
tallced o preat deéal with the Marguis.”

“h,n{uk londer,' safd Adeline; * 1 cannot hear

il

ST will, Ma'omszelle, —

% 0h Heavens!" interrupted Adeline, *what
voice is tlist 1tis not Peter's. For God's sake
tell me who you are, pod whither I am goingl'

“ You'll Know that soon cuough, yvoung lady,”
answered the stranger, for it wag indecd
Poter; “1am talking you where my master order-
ed” Adeline, nol doubfing he was the Mar-
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ia's servant, attempted to leap to the ground,

t the man, dismounting, bouud her to the
horse.  One feeble ray of hope at leagth beaniod
upon her mind: she endoavonred to soften the
man fo pity,and pleaded with:all the wing
eloquence of distress; but he understood his in-
terosts too well to ,ﬁeid even for 4 moment to tha
compassion, which, in spite of himself, er act-
less supplication inspired, She now resigned
herself Lo despair, and in passive silence =ub-
mitted to her fate.  They continued thus to tra-
vil, till & storm of rin, accompaniad by thundey
apdl lightning, drove them to the covert of a
thick grove. The man belipved this o safe sitea-
tiom, and Adeline was now too careless of life to
attempt couvineing bim of hiserror.  The storm
waa violent and longs but as soon as it abated,
they sot off ona full gallep; and hoving conti-
nned to travel for abont two hours, came to the
borders of the forest, and, scon after, to a high
lonely wall, whiehi Adeline conld just distinguish
ltg thie moon-light, which now streamed through

e parting clotids, :

Here they stopped; the man dismounted, and
lgving opened o small door In the wall, he un-
bound Adeling, who shrieked, theugh involusta-
vily and in vain, as he took her from the horse,
The door opened u?ml f norrow passage, diml
Ii{ghle;l by'a lamp that hoog et the farther end,
e led Liev on till they came Lo ancther door,
which opened end disclosed o masnificent saloon,
ﬁlumh y luminated, and fited upin the most
vy and elegant tagte.

The walls were painted in fresco, ropresent
scency from Ovwid, and hung abeve with s
drown up in festoous, and richly fringed, The
sofas were of a silk to suit the hangings. From
the centro of the ceiling, which extubited a sceno
from the Armida of Tasso, descended a silver
larap of Etruscan forim; it diffused a blaze of
lighr, that, reflected from large pler glasses, coms



183 THE NOMANEE OF THE FOREST.

B‘J,ete]y luminated the zaleon. Busis of Horace,
vid, Anacreon, Tibulius, and Petronius Arbiter,
aderned the recesses, and stands of flowers,
laced in Etruscan vases, breathed the most de-
icious perfume.  In the middle of the apartment
stood & small table, spread with a collation of
fruite, ices, and figusirs. No person sppeared.
The whele seemed the work of enchantment, and
rather resembled the palnce of o faivy than auy
thlng of human conformation.

Adelineg was astonished, and inquired where
ghe was: but the man refused to smswer her
questions, and, having desired her to take soma
refreshment, left her, She then walked to the
windows, from which a gleam of moon-light dis-
covered to hier an extensive garden, where groves
and lawns, and water glittering in the woon-
beam, competed & scenery of varied and romon-
tic beputy. “ Whet can this mean!™ said she:
%1z this'a charm to lure me to destrucliont™
She endeavoured, with 2 hope of escaping, to
ui:.l-cu the windows, but thes were all fastemed:
ghe next attempted several deors, and found
them alzo seenred,

Porceiving all chance of ezeape was removed,
ghe remained for some tinme given up to sorrow
and reflection; but was at length deown from her
reverie hy tho notes of soft musie, breathin
guch duleet and entvancing sounds, as susnen
grief, and walced the soul to tenderness and pen-
Bive pleasure. Adeline listened in surprise, and
insensibly beeame soothed nnd interested. A
tender melancholy stole npon her heart, and =ob-
Aued every harsher foeling: but the momoent the
sirain ceased, the enchantment dissolved, and
eho returned to osense of her situation.

Again the music sounded—

¥ Wnnsic-such as charmeth sleep —

aul again ghe gradually vielded toits sweel ma-



THE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST. 1ag

io. A fentale volce, accompanicd by A lute, a

anlhoy, and a fow atiwrinstnmm{! t=, now gridu-
ally swolled inte o tone so pxquisite, 08 raised
atfention into sestasy. It sunk Ly degvees, and
touchied a few zimple notes with pathetic soft-
ness, whou the mensure was suddenly changsd,
ond In o gay and aivy melody Adelime distin-
guished the following words:

SONG.

Life's - virled, bright ilodlon,
Joy md sosraw—{lght and shade;
Turn from sorrow's dark suffaston,
Cateh the pleasures ere they fade.

Fancy paints with hues unreal,
Smite of bliss, and sormow's momd;
If they both are bug ideal,
Why reject the seeming good T

Henea! no mare ! *tis Wisdom calls ye,
Hids ye court Time's present ald
The future prast not—bope enthrabs ye,
** Catch the pleasures.are ther faite,"

The music ceased, but the gounds =tifl vibrated
on her imagination, and she was sunk in the
glensing languor they had inspired, when the

por opened, and the Mavquis de fInn.tu]t -
peared.  He approached the sofa where Adeline
gat, and addressed lor, bub ghe héard not his
voice—she had fainted. He endeavenred to re-
cover her, and at length sneceeded; but when
ehe unclosed lier eyes, and fenin beheld lim, she
relapsed into a state of insensibility, and having
i vain tried various methods to rvesfore hey, e
wis obliged 1o eall assistance. Two young wo-
men entered, and, when she began to revive, he
Ieft them to prepure her for Lis re-appearnnce,

hen Adeline perceivesd that the Marguis wes
guste, and that she was in the cire of women, her
gpirites gradually returned; she leoked at her ats
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tendants, and was surprised to see =0 much eles
gance and beauty. ;

Seme endeavour she made to interest theéir

tys but they seemed whelly nsensibie to Ler

iztress, and to tolls of the Marquis in
torms of the h[i; est admirntion, They assured
her it would e her own fault if she was not hap-
v, aid advised her to appear 80 in his presence.
t was with the nimest difieulty that Adeline

‘hore 1o express the disdnin which was rising
to her lips, and thai she listened to their dis-
course in silence. But ghe saw the inconvenience
and fruitlessness of opposition, and ghe command-
ed her feelings.

"J.'hﬁ{ were thus proceeding in their praises of
the Marguis, when he himsell appeared, and
waving his hand, they iinmediately quitted the
apartnent. Adeline beheld him with a Jkind of
mute despair, while he apprarcched and took her
hand, which she hagtily withdvew, and turning
from him with' a look of unutternble distres,
burst into tears, Le-wam for some time silent,
andbappenved softéned by her anguish., But npiin
approaching, and addressing her 1o o gentle voice,
he entreated ler perdon for the step, which de-

air, and, ns he called it, love had prompted.
She was tag iwnneh absorbed in priel to reply, 4Ll
b eoligited o vetun of his love, when sorvow
yielded to indignation, and she reproached him
with bis conduct, He pleaded that he had long
Ioved and sought her npon honourable terms;
and his offer of those terms e Vegan to repeat;
but, raising his oyes towards Adeline, be saw in
her looks the contemips which he wos conscions
he deserved.

Forn moment he was confused, and seemed to
understand both that hie plan was discovered,
and - hig, porson despized; but soon resuiing his
nsunl command of feature, he again pressed his
guit, and solicited her love. A little vefiection
ghowed Adeline the davger of exasperating hig
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pride, by an avewnl of the eontempt which his

retended offer of morriage excited; aml she
f]um ht it nol impropoer, upoen nn oecasion in
which the hovour and peace of ker life was con-
cerned, to yield somewhat to the policy of dissi-
|.'r|.t|.|rnlivl:l]:!i:B She m'rér t!ludhﬁr m‘.l.iy&:lllal:izu ::1!; 5=
o designs depended vpon delaying them,
an i{:ﬁc now mshcde]ium to belicve her ifll:llm.'n.u!.
that the Marchioness was living, and that lis
offers were delusive. :

1o observed her pouse, and, in the cagerness
to turn hev hesitation to las advaniage, renewed
his proposzal with increased vehemence.—*To-
morrpw shall unite us, lovely Adeling; to-mmor-
row you shall consent to become the Marchioneay
dnd lontalt.  You will then return my love,
and—

“¥ou must Brst doserve my es!eem,m}' Lovd.

T will—1 do deserve iL. JAre you mot now in
mr}' power,and do I not forbedar to take advantage
of your siuation] Do not make you the mest
honourable ]]l:rnposnls!“ Adeline eghuddered:—
“If you wishi I should esteem you, my Lord, en-
deavour, if possible, to make me f;:rget by what
means 1 eame ioto your power; if your views &re
indecd hononrabile, prove them eo, by releasing
me from my confingment.”

*Can you then wish, lovely Adeline, to fiy from
him whao adores you?” rveplied the Marquis, with
a studied air of tenderness.  Why will you exaet
s0 severe-n proof of my disintorestedness; o disina
terestedness which is not consistont with love?
No, charmmﬁenddme. let me at least havae the
pleasnre of ‘beholding you, till the bonds of the
chureh shall remove every obstacle to my love,
To-morrow—" :

Adeline saw the danger to which she was now
expozed, and interrupted him, © Deserve my es-
teem, Sir, and then yvou will obtain it: ds o first
step towards which, liberate me from o confine-
ment that obliges mo to look on you only with
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terror and nversien. How ean I believe voer
professions of love, while yon show that you have
no interest in my I:np&:inml" Thus did Adeline,
to whom the arts and the praclice of dissimula-
tion were hitherto t'qiuall ¢ unknown, condeseend
to make uso of them in ising her indignaiion
and contempt. Dut thongh these arts wemuduﬁ;
ed anly for the purpose of self-preservation,
usedl them with reluctonee, and almost with-alb-
horvence; for lier mind was habitually imp
mated with the love of virtue, in thought, word,
and action; and wlile her end in using them was
certainly mood, she scarcely Lelieved that end
could justify the merhs

The Hm'lzllis persisted in his gophisiry. “Con
you doubt the Yeality of that love, which, lo ob=
tain yon, has urged me o risk your displessure?
But have I not consulled your happiness, even
in the very conduct which you condemn? 1 have
removed yon from & solitary and deselate mmn,
to a gay and splondid villa, where every luxury
is at ﬂ':ur command, and where every person
ahall be chedient to your wishes™

My first wish is to go hienee,” said Adeline;
1 enireat, 1 conjure you, my Lovd, ne Funger to
detain me, Tam a friendloss and vwretched o
E!mla. expoxed to many evils, and, I fear, aban-

otied te misfortune: I do not wish to bé rude;
but allow me to sy, that no misery can excoad
that I shall feel in remaining heve, or, indeed, in
btr'.l;lg; any where pursued by the-otfers you mika
med Adeline had now forgot her policy: teara
provented Tier from procesding, and ghe torned
away hor face to hide her emotion. "

" i.' Heaven! Adeline, you do me wrong," eaid
the Margnis, Haing freny his seat, and seizging her
hand; * 1 love, 1 adore you; yet von doubt my
paksion, and are insensibla to my vows, Ev
plensure possible to be enjoyed within theso
wealls, vou shall porinie, but yond them you
shall net go.® She dizenghped her hand, and in
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silmit ampubshowalked to o distant part of tie sa-
Lot ; deey sighs burst from lier heavt, and, alimost
fainting, ele leaned on n window frane for sup-
orf. -

The Marquis followad liars ® Why thus ohetis-

nately persist in. refusing 1o be happy!” said he;
“yeeollect the propesal 1 have made you, an
aecwpt it, whila it iz veb in your power, To=
morrow i priest shall join our hands—Surely,
Lieing #8 you are, in my power, it must be your
inlerest to ponzent to this’  Adeling eould an-
swer only by teardy she deggaired of softenin
his heart to pity, and fepred to expeperate his
iwide 'I.r;.' disdain,  He now led her, ond she sof-
wred lim, to o séat near the Languet, nt which
he 1'r|'|:-.£w:! her to partake of 0 varicty of eonfie-
fionarics, particnlncly of some liqueare, of which
he himself drank fieely: Adeline pecepted only
ol a peich. .

And vow the Mavqguie, whe interpreted her si-
leneeinto a secret compliance with his proposal,
resimed g1l his gaioty and spirit, while the loug
nnd ardent rezurids he bestowed on Adeline, over-
catie ey with confusion and ndiguntion. In
tho midst of the banguet, soft music feain sonnds
el tha most tender and impassioned airg; bt its
eflver on Adeline wias now lost, lier mind being
too mnch embarrassed snd distressed by the
progenge of the DMorgeie, to adwit even the
soothings of harmony., A song was now henrd,
writton with that sort of impotent art, by which
some voluptuous poets believe they can &t once
conconl nud recowmend the principles of vice,
Adeline reesived it with contempt fnd digplea-
sure; and the Mu:.}]n'u, pereeiving its effect, pre-
'seul:fy wikde o sign for another eomposition, whicli,
adding the foree of poetry to the clintms of music,
might withdenw her mind from the present scene,
aud eachiaut it i gweet delirium.
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E0NG OF A SPIRIT.

In the sightless alr Tdwell,

On the »loping vur=beume play;
Delre the cavern's Inmaort eol

Where nereryet &id doy Hight stray.

Dire bemeath the green ion waves,
And gambal in the bring deepiy

Skim every thare thar Neptone laves,
From Lapland's plafos to lodin's steepi.

Of°T meownn, with rapid foree,
Above the wide carth®s ihadowy goney

Foltow the dap-siar's Raming courde, . 3
Theough reslme of space tothought anknewn,

And lsten to celestial sounds

That swell the sir, noheard of men,
An 1 warch my nighily rounds

Oer woody steep, and silent glen.

Tnder the thade of . waving trees,
“0m the green bank of fountalin elesr,
AL pensive ove 1 sle sl anse,
hile dying musle murmiirs wear.

And oft, on polnt of airy ik,
at hangs upon the westorn maln,
T wateh the gay tints passing swift,
And twllight vell e lguid platn,

Then, when the broexe bas sunk sway,
F‘u‘“ qﬁln tearce Eldl'm 1o 1]-.1'{.
¢ me (he sea-nymphs play
“Thicle duleet shelts Leneath the ware.

Thelr duleet shetls ! | hear thom new ¢
Slow awelfi the straly vpem mine ear;

Néw Talotly Galls=npw warbles bow,
Till rapbure melis inte o tear!

The ray thay siivers o'er the dew,
And trembios throogh the leafy shadey
And tint b2 scene with aofter hue,
Calls me to rove (ke lonely plade;
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Or hie me to some ruin'd tower,
Faintly shown by meon-light gleam,
Wihese the lonp wanderer owns my power
In shadowi dire that subatance geem ;.

In thrilling seunds that muemur woe,
And paniing slencs makes mors dread §
In musie brezthing from balow
Kad, sobemm strofng; that wake the dead,

Ungeen [ more—unknown am feared |
F w wiidest dieams | wears;

And ofi by bards my volca ls beard
To die slong the gales of ara.

When the voice ceased, o mommnful sirain
pinyed with exquisite expression, sonndéd from
o digtnnt horn; sometinies the notes flented on
the air in soft undulntions—now they swelled
into full and sweeping welody, and now died
faintly inta eilence: when aguin they rose and
trembled in souwnds so sweetly tender, ns drew
tears from Adeline, and exclamations of rapture
from the Marquis.  He threw his arm round her,
and would have pressed kev fowards himg t;n':
£ha liberated herself from his emhirace, o with
a look, on which was impressed the firm dignit
of virtue, yet touched with gorvow, ehe aw
him to forbearioes. Conscious of o superiority,
which he was ashamed to fcknowledge, and en-
deavonring to despise the influence which He
conld not resigl, he stood for . moment the slnve
of virtue, though the vetary of vice, Soéan, how-
ever, he recovered his confidence; aud began to
plend hig love; when Adeline, no longer anima-
ted by the spitit she had lately shovn, and s
ing bettenth’ the languor and ftigue which the
varions and vielent acitations of her mind pro-
duced, entreated he would leave her to repose.

The palencss of her countenance, and the tre-
mulous tone of her voice, wera too_ expressive to
be misunderstood; and tha Maorquis bidding her
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rometmber foousrrerr, with some hesitation, with=
drew. The moment she was alone she yielded
to the bursting anzuish of her heert, and was 50
alsorbed in grief, that it was some time before
ghe perceivied she wes in the Fresance of the
i-uu ng women whe bad lately attended her, and
il entered the salosn zoon after the Margnis
quitted ft: they came to conduct her to her
apartment,  She followed them for spme time in
silonee, till, prompted by desperntion, she again
endeavoured fo awaken their compassion: bug
again the praisesof the Marquis were repeated,
anil perceiving that all attempts to interest them
in lher favour were in vaim, she dismizsed them,
She secured the door throngh which they had de-
parted, and then, in the lauguid hope of discovers
iz somé mennsof escape, she surveyed her cham-
her—The siry elegance with which it was fitted
up, and the lexorions accommodations with
which it abomded, seomed designed to fiscinata
the imagination, md tosedice the henrt. The
langings were of straw-colonred sills, adon
with o variety of landscapes and historical puint-
ings, the subjcets of which parteck of the volup-
tuong charaeter of the ovwnér: the ehimnpey-picee
of Pavian marble, was orpomented with sever
repesing ficures from. the antioue. The hed was
of =illt, the colour of the hangings, richly fringed
with purple and silver, aud the head made in
form of a canony, * The steps, which were placed
near the bed, to gseist in ascending i, were
supported by Cupids, apparently of silver,, Cli-
na vases, filled with perfame, siood in several of
the recesses;, npon stonds of the zame strociure
as the teilet, which was magnificent, amd orna-
mented with'a variety of trinkets.

Adeling threw a trensient look npon these va-
rigus objects aud proceeded to exnming the win-
dowe, which descended to the floor, and opened
into byleonies towards the garden she had seen
from the saloon. They were now fastened, and
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her efforts to move them were ueffectual; of
length she gave up the attempt. A door next
attrocted Lok notice, which slie found was nos
fostened; it opened upon o diessing-closet, to
which shie descended yo fow gtope: Lwo vwin-
dows appeaved, she hastened towards them; ome
refised to ieldl, but Ier heart beat with sudden
Jow when the otlior openad to hor towel.

In the transport of the moment, she forgot
that it distance from the ground might vot den
thie cscape she meditated.” She veturned to lnuﬂ
the deor of the eclosel, Lo prevent nosurprise,
which, however, wis wnneesssary, thiat of the
bed-room being already seeuvpd.  =ha now gk
ed out from the windew; the ghrden lay before
Lier, amd she Eercei'red fhat tle window, which
descendod to the floor, was 5o Near the ground,
titat she might jump from it with ease: nlmost
in the moment she perceived this, she spraug
forward, and alighted safely in an extensive sie-
den, resembling more .an Eughish pleasurc-
ground, than & series of French parterres,

Thenee she hod little doubt of mn]:r'mf, gither
'ba' some bhroken fence, ot low part of fhe wall:
she tripped Lightly atongs, for hope plaved nround
her heart.  The clowds of the late storm wera
now diapersed; and the moon-light, which slent
on the Inwna and spangled the tlovwers, E'nt. lenvy
with rain-drops, afforded her a distluct view
of the sorronmnding scoue?'. Sho followed the
divection of ' the high wall that adjeined the
cliteay, Lil Tt was concealed from her sizht Ly a
thick wilderness, go entangled with bonghs, and
gheoured by darkmess; that she foared to enuter,
and turned sside into o wolk on the right; it eon-
ducted hier to the wargin of o lake overhuog
with lofty trees.

The maoon-bepms dancing upen the waters,
that with gentle wndulation played slong the
ghore, exlibited a scene of trangnil beauty,

12
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whicl would have soothed a Leart less agitatod
than was that of Adeline: she sighed as she
transiently surveyed i, and pasesd Jastily on in
searel of the garden wall, from swhich she had
now stiayed o congiderable way, After wandering
for some- time throuzh alleys and over lawns,
without meeting with any thing like & bowndacy
to the grounds, eho agam found Dercelf at the
Inke, nnd now tiaversed its horders with the foot-
steps of despaiv: tears rotled down ler che
The scene aronnd exhibited only images of peace
andl dilight; every obieet seonod to Yepose; nol
a breath waved the foliaze, not o sound ‘stole
thiouzh the niry 0 was in Ler hosom only that
tumult and distress prevailed.  She still pursued
tlic wiuﬂin%s of the shove, till an opening in the
woods contducted her up o gentle ascont: the
path now wound along the sideof & hill, wheve the
eloom wis so deep, tiat it was with some difli-
culty she found her way: seddenty, however, the
avente ppened to a lolty grove, ond sho percoive
ed o light issun from a roeess ot some distznce.

She paused, and her first impuise was (o re-
treat; butlistening, and hearing no sound, & faint
hope hopmed npon her mind, that the person to
whoan the light belonged, m'lgilt be won to favour
Ler eseape. Bhe advanced, with {rembling and
Lintious alx-|i:s, towards the recess, that she
hiight seerctly olgerve the person, Lefore she
ventured to cuterit.  Her emotion inereazed ng
gl approached, and baving reached the bower,
shie beheld, through an open window, the Mo
quis, reelining o o sofn, near which stood o
table, covered with fruit and wioe.  Ile was
alone, and his countemance was flushed swith
drinking.

While ghe gazed, fixed to the spot by terror,
he looked np lowards the caseynent: the Iight
gleaned full apon ber face, but she stayed not
to learm whether he had observed her, for, with
the swifiness of seund, she left the plaee and
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ran, without knowing wlether she was pursued.
Having pone n consideralble way, fatigue nt
longth” compelled her to- stop, aad she threw
hierzelf mpon the turf, almost fa:nllug with fear
and lnnguor, - She kuew if the Marqns detected
her in an attempt to escape, he would probably
Lagrst the bounds which he had hitherto preserib-
ed to himegelf, nod that she hod the most drepdful
evils to expect.” The lpalj,hlitnl'uns of terror were
‘g0 strong, tht she could with dificulty breathe.

She watched raul Histened, in trembling expee-
tation, but no human form met her eye; hoseund
her eary in this state she rempined s consider-
able time. She wept, ond the tears ghe shed re-
lieved her oppressed heart, “ 0 my father! said
shey “why dad you abandon your childl If you
Knew the dangers fo whiclh you hove exposed
Lier, you woulll, surely, pity aond relieve her—
Afns! shofl T never ﬁn_:ln. friend! ans { destined
still to trust and be deceived!—FPeter too, could
he be treacherous!’’ =he wept l&gni.n, ond then
retnrned to a sense of her presont danger, snd to o
eonsideration of the means of cacaping it—bat no
nieans appeared.

T'a her imagination the grounds were bound-
lesay she had wandered from lawn to lawn, and
from grove to grove, without perceiving any ter-
mination to the place; the garden wall she conld
not fimd; bat she resolved neither to retum to
the clintedn, o to relinguish ler search, Assha
was rising to depart, sho perecived o shadow
move dlong the gronnd ot some distance: she
stogd still to observe it.  It-slowly odvineed,
and: then digappeared; bub preseutly she anw a
person emergs from the gloons, and approach the
almt whera she stoed.  Ehe Lod 1o deult tlat
the Marquis had olserved Lior, enil gho ran witl
all possible specd to the shade of some woods on
theleft. Foolsteps pursued hier, nnd she licprd
Loy fanse ropeatod, wlileselio i vulh endedvours
ad to quicken her pace.
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Suddenly the sound of pursuit turned, and
sunlk awey in o different direction ; ehe paunsed to
take breath; she logked aveund, nmd no persen
appeated. Shie now procecded stowly slong the
avenue, and lind almost reached its termination,
when she saw the snng figure emerge
woodds, and dart dereds the avenne; it instantly
arsued hey, and appronched, A voieo gallad

1, but shie was gotie bn{und its reach; for she
had stk senseless waon she-ground: 3 was lang
befare ke vevived; when she did, she found Ler-
gclf in the arms of asteanger, and made an effort
to disenzoge hersolf,

% Fear nothing, IatL-IP' Adeline gnfd e, "Tear
nothing: you are in the arms of a !I'icmi, who
will encounter any hozard for your snke! who
will protect you with lda life!™ He prossed her
gently to hislieart, *Huve you Lhen forgot mel”
continned e, She locked sirmestly at him, and
waz how comvinesd that it was Thepdore who
spoite. Joy was her flist emetion; but, recal-
leating: his former shmpt departure, at o tine
£0 critical ta hor safety, and that e was the
friend of the Marquis,n thonsand mingled sensn-
tions strngrgled i her Lreast, anil overwhelmed
hier with muestmst, apprehension, and disappeint-
mont, .

Theodorg salsed her from the ground, and
while he yel supporiod ber, " Lel us immediatos
Iy fly frodii this place,” said he; 5 carriage waite
o reecive us: it shall go wlietever you direet,
and eonvey you to your friends®™ This lust
pootente touched Dhor hesrt; “Alas, T have no
friendst" salid shie, “nor de 1 Euow v hither ta go
Thoatlere gently pressial her Hand botween his,
gnd inn voive of the softpst compasaion, said, *0
friends then ghall Do your's: suiler me to Ie.-nﬂ
you te them, Buot 1 nm in dgony whild yoi
remain in this place; let us lasten to quit It
Adeling was going to veply, whon voices wera
hieard among the trecs, anid Theodore, sugport-
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ing her with his arm, hunied her along tha
avente: they continned thedr fHeht till Adeline,
panting for breath, conld go na forther,

Heving pansged awhile, nid heand no foolstepa
in pursuit, they repowed their conrse: Theodore
leerw that they were now not far from the gatden
wall; but hewas also aware, that in the intermae=
digte space soveral paths: wound from remote
partg of the grounds into the: vwallk e wos to
Lmss, from whenee the Marguis's pedple might
s, and intercept him. Hey however, conceal~
ed his npprehensions from Adeline;, ond caden-
voured to soothe and support her spirits,

At length they reached the wall, and Theo-
dore was lending hor towards a low part of it, near
which etood the caringe, when again they henrd
voices i theair. Adeline's spivits and sirengti
wore nenvly oxhousted, but she mode o last efs
fort to proceed, and she now saw thie Indder af
some distnnee, bg which Theaders had desconded
to the garden. *Exert yourselfyet o litthe long-
or,” said he, “and yvou will be in safely,” s
held the ladder while she ascended: the top of
the wall wos bread and level, nnd Adeline,
having reached it, remained thers 1l Thoodore
follawed, and dréw the ldder to the ather sile.

When they had degeended, the cavriage appear-
ed in waitig, but without the driver, Theodore
fonred to call, lest his volce shenld betray hims
he therefore pub Adeling into the eardage, and
wont himself in senveh of the postilion, whoem
he found asleop undor o tres at some distanes;
having awakened Dim, they retumed to the ve-
hicle, which oo drove furionsly nway. Adeline
did not i‘e{. dare to beliove herself safe; but after
pracecding & eonsiderable time withoul interrep-
tmhjny burst upon her heart, and she thanked

eliveror in torms of the warmest geatitude,

he sympathy expressed in the tone of his voice

and manner, proved that his happiness; on this
oeeasion, almast equalled her owi
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As reflection mradoally stole upon her mind,
anxiety supersedad jor: in the (nmuolt of the late
moments, she thought only of eseape; but tha
ciremmstoness of hor presont sitvation now ap-
peared to her, and she beeame silent nnﬂ.gmu-
sive: she had no fiiends to wham ghe eonld fiy,
aod was poing with o young chevalier, almost o
EU'autEur to her, she knew not whither, She re-
membered how often she had been deceived and
betrayed where she {rusted most, and her spirits
gunli: the remembered also the former attention
whieh Theadore had shown ler, and dreaded
lest lis conduct might be prompted by o selfish
ptssicn, She seoe this to be I]:ﬂlﬁlﬁ. bnt she
disdained ta believe it proliable, and felt (hat
nothing could give her greater pain than to
donbt the integrity of Theoadore, ¥

He interropted her reverie, b&' recurring to
her date situation at the abbey. You wonld be
muel surpriged,” said he, “and, 1 foar, otfended,
that I did not attend my appointment nt the
alibiey, after the alarming hints I had given yon
at our last interview. Thot circumstance has
perliaps, injured e in youresteoin, if indoed
wag sver g0 hoppy 48 to possoss b bt my de-
shpng vere over-ruled by thoese of the Marguis-de
Montalt; pnd T thinlk 1 may venture to assert
that my distress upon {hat oceasion was at lem{
agual to your npprelicnsions”

Adaline said, she had been much alarmed by
the hints he had given lwer, and by his failing
to afford farther information concerning the sub-
ject. of lier danmer; and — She elecled  the
petenes that lung wpon Ber lips, for slie per-
eeived that ghe was unwnrily diselosing the in-
terest he held in her heart. Theve were o fow
monzeats of silance, nud neither party secimed
perfectly at ense.  Theodore at lenzth renewed
the coiversation: * Snffer me to aequaint you,”
gtid hie, “with the civemmstanees 1liat withlheld
we from the interview Leplicited; [ cm anxipug
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to excilpate mysell,” Without waiting hor ro-
ply, he proceaded to inform hey, that the Mar-
quiz bad, by some inexplicalile means; learmed,
or suspected the sabjeet of their last vonversa-
tion; and, pereeiving lis designs were in danger
of being conmternctad, hnd taken efiectual menns
to prevent her obiainipg farther intellizence of
them, Adeline imoneditely recollected  that
Theodore and herself had heen seen in the forest
Ly Lo Motte, wha had, no doult, suspected theiv
rrowing intimacy, nud had taken earo to inforn
e ;‘li:m“uia how likely he was to find a vival in
Lis friend.

Y On the day following that on which T Jast
saw you,” "eaid Theodore, = the Marquiz, who i
my colonel, commanded me to prepare to attend
my resiment, aud appointed the following morm-
ing for myjmlrnoy. Thig sudden order gave ma
some-snrprisa; but T was not long in doubt eon-
coming the motive of it: o servant of the Mar-
fuis, who wag attnched to me, entered 1wy room
soon after I had Jeft Dis Lord, and exprossine
conecern of my abrupt deravture, dropped some
hints respecting it, which exefled my sturprise,
I inguived further, amd wig confirmed in the sus-
El:imm I had for some time entertained of the

Earguis's desipns upon you.

“ Jnenues farther informed me, that ouy late
interview had béen noticed and mentioned to the
Marguis,  is information had been oliained
fram & fellow-servant, and it alarmed wme so
much, that I cnga,gmf him to sond we intelli-
pence from ting to thme, concerning the pro-
ceedings of the Marguis, [ now looked forward
to the evening w!:[{:%x would Lring me again to
your presence with increased impatience: bt
the inzenuity of the Marquis efvctunlly coumter-
agted my endenvowrs and wishes, e Lad made
an engaoement o pazs the day at the villaof a
noblefnan wome lengues distant; and notwitli-
standing oll the excuses I conld offer, T was
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obliged toattend him.  Thus compalled to obey,
1 a_ day of more sgitation and nn:isa{‘;
then I hod ever before cxperienced. It was
midnight before we returned to th? Marguis's
chateny. 1 avose early in the morning to com-
moence wy fommey, and resolved {oseck an in=
torview with you bofors T left the provinee.

“When 1 entered tle breakfast room I was
much surprised to find the Marguis there als
ready, who, eommending the beauty of the morn-
ing, declared his intention of accompanying me as
for oz Chinean, Thus unexpect Ij’l d of
my last’ hope, my countonancs, 1 believe, ex-
prezsed whot 1 feli, for the serutinizing cye of
the Marquis instently changed from secmning
earclessness to displeasure, The distance from
Cliineau to the abbey was at least twelve leagaos;
vet 1 had onee some intention of returning from
thenee, when the Marquis shonld leave me, till I
récollected the very remote ehancn there would
even then be of sscing yvon alone; and alse, that
if I was observed by La Motte, 1t would awaken
all his enspicions, and caution him ngainst any
futwre plan I might see it expedient to attempt.
I therefore proceeded to Join my regiment,

* Jaeques semt e frequent accounts of the
operations of the Marquis: but: his. manner of
relating them was so very confused, that they
only served to porplex and distress me.  His last
letter, however, alarmed me g6 much, that my
residenco in ‘quitters bocame intolemble; and
a5 I fonnd it impozsible to obtain leave of nb-
sence, I seeretly left the regiment, and eoncenl-
ed myzelf in o cottage about a mile from the
chateau, that T might ebtain (he eorliest intelli-
gence of the Marquis's plans: Jncques hrought
me dnily information, and at 1ast o nccount of
the hmr-lztihlc rlot which was lnid for the follow-
g night.

I enw liltle probability of mmingtgnn of
your danger.  If I ventured near the abbey, La
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Blotte might discover me, and frustrate every
attempt on my part to sorve you: yet L deter-
mined to encounter this risk for the chance of
seeing you, nnd towards evening T was preparin
to st ouk for the forest, when Jacgues-arriv
and informed me; that you were to bo brought
to the chatean, My plen was thus renidered less
diftenlt.. 1 learned, aleo, that the Marquis, b
means of those refimements in. luxury, wit
which he i3 But too well aequainted, designed,
now that his apprehension of losing you was no
miore, to seducd you to his wishes, and impose
upon_you by o fictitions marringe, Having ob-
taiped information concerning the situation of
the room allotted you, 1 ordered o chaize to be
i waiting, and with a desizn of gealing vour
windov, and conducting you thenee, I cntered
the ﬁnrden at midright.”’ )

Theodore: having ceased to spealk; * I know
nak how words can express my sense of the obli-
gations I owe you,'" said Adeline, *or my grati-
tude for your generosity.?

AR call it not ganmaitr.” he replied, it
waslove.” He paused. Adeline was silent. Af
tor someo moments of cxpreéssive emotion, he
resnmed: “ But pardon this abrupt declarntions
yet why do I call it ahrupt, since my actions
Yiave nlready diselosed wint m{ lips have never,
till this instant, ventured to acknowledrpe. He
E:ttrsed. fzdin, . Adeline was still silent. “Yei

o me the justico to believe, that 1 am zepsible
of the impropriety of pleading my love nt pre-
gent, and have been xurpris_r.-i into this confes-
sion, I promise also to forbear from o remewal
of the subject, till you are placed in n situation,
where you may freely accept or refuse the sin-
cere repards Looffer you. If 1 could, however,
new beo certain that 1 possess your esfeem, it
would relieve me from much anxjety.”

* Adeling felt surprised that ke shonld doubt
hier esteem for hini after the signal and genercus
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gorvics hie had rendered her; but she was not yet
acqupinted with the timidity of love. * Do yeu
then,'” gaid she, in o’ tremulons voics, * belisve
me ungrateful? Is it possible I cam consider
your friendly inlerference in my behalf withont
estemping you 1" Theodore immedintely took-
her hand, and pressed it to his lips in silence.
They were botl too much sgitated to converse

and eantinned to tavel for seme iniles “ill-lﬂli'g
exchinnging a word,

CHAPTER XIL

Tos dawn of moming now trembled through
the cloads, when the {ravellers stopped at o
small tewn, ta change horsos, Theodore entreats
ed Adeline to alight and take some vefiesiment,
and to this she ut length consented. Bul the
reople of the inn were not yar up, and itwas
some time hofore the knocking and roaring of
the postilion éonld rouse then.

Linchrg taken gome slight vefrechment, Fheo-
dove and Adeling retuvncd to the carringe. ‘Tha
only sulicet upon which Theodore could have
spoke with interest, deli forkade him ot this
tume Lo renew; and nfter pointing outsome hean-
tiful scenery on the road, smd making other
efiorts to suppart o conversation, he relapsed
into silenee. His mind, thongh still anxious, was
naow relioved from the up}m'.ﬂmn‘ﬂuu that
lone appressed it.  When ho first saw Adelioe,
her loveliness winde a deep imi-r-essfon on his
heart; thets wes a gentiment Ji her heanty,
which bis mind immediately acknowledged, and
the effect of which Tier monners aid conversa-
tion - hnd aftermvirds eonifirmed.,

A Lovowledge of her destitute condition, and of
the dangers with whicli slie was envivoned, liad
aerakond o Wis heart tho tenderest tonch of
pity, snd assisted the chaoge of admicaiion inte
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love. The distress he suffered, when compoellod
to leave her exposed to these dangers, without
hdl:ﬁ' able to win her of them, can only be ina-

ined, During bie regidencs with is regiment,
i muindd vns the constant prey of tervors, wlich
he saw no means of combating, but by returning
to the neighbonrhosd of the abley, where he
might obtain early intellipence of the Marquis's
fpl:emeﬁ. and e ready to give nssistanes to Ade-
e, '

Linve of alisenes he ¢ould not request, without
betraying his desizn where most lie dreaded it
should be knowns and st lenzth, with a gencrons
rachmess, which thougl it defied Iaw, was impel-
led by virtue, he secretly quitted lus regimont,
The progress of the Marquis's J‘D!H.‘I'I he hiad al-
gerved with trembling anxiety, il the night that
wig Lo decide the fate of Adeling and Limself
rousedl #ll Lis wind to cction, aud iovolved Lim
in n twmult of hope and fear—horor aml expee-
tation.

Never, till the prosent hour, liad le ventored
to Believe she was in safoty.—XNow the distance
they had gained from the elmntenn without per-
ceiving uny Eul\suit, increasoed hiv best bopes, It
was imnpossible e conld sit by the side of his be-
lovid Adeline, amd receive assurances of her gra-
titude and esteem, withont veuturing to hope for
Lier love, Ho congratulated himgell as her pre-
server, and nuticipated scenes of happiness whon
she should be under the protection of bis fomily,
The clonds of misery and apprebension disap-
7 frony his mind,; and left it to the sun-shine
of joy. When a shadow of foar would semetines
redurn, or when le recollected, with compuncs
tion, the circwmnsiances unider which he had left
hiz-rogiment, stationed a5 it was, upon the fron-
tiers, and in a time of war, he Iooked at Adeline,
anld her eountenancs, with instantaneous magic,
beamed peace upou his ieart,

Eat Adeline had a subjeet of anxiety from which



208 TRE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST.

Theoadore was exempt; the prospect of her future
days was jnvolved in darkoess and incerfitude.
Again ghe wis goingio claim the hounty of stran-
gors—again poing 1o epeounter the nnecortainty
of their kindness; t-xsmwd to the hardships of
dependence, or to the difienlly of enrming n pre-
cacions livelihosd.  Tlicse anticipations obscured
the jey sceasioned by e escape, and by the'aft
feetion which the conduct sl nvowal of Theo-
dore had exhibited. The delicacey of hiz Loha-
viowr in forbearing to take advintage of hor
sent situntion to 1ﬁc-:ul iz love, increaged her ps-
teent, and fatiered her pride, )

Adeline was lost in meditntion vpon suhjects
lilze these, when the pestilion stopped the car-
ringe; nud poiating to por of o resd, which wound
diywn the file of & Bill they had passed, said, there
wert sovera] horsemen in pursuit! Thepdore im-
modintely ardered lim to proceed with all Em:.-
hlespecd, and tostrile out of the great road inte
thie first obscure way that offeved. The postilion
evacked his wiipinthe air, and set off as if he
was flying for life, In the meanwhile Theodore
endeavoured to reanimate Adeline, who wns
sinking witly tearor, and who now thought, if she
conld only escapo from the Marquis, she could
doly the future.

Fresently they struck into o bye lane, screened
and overshindowed by thiek trees: Theodore again
looked fromy the window, but the closing bm:ﬁhq
provented his secing fir enotgh o determing
svitether the parsuit continned, For lis sake
Adeline endeavonrad to disguise her cmotions,
“Thig Iane,"” sald Theodare, “will cortainly leud
1o & town or village, nnd then we have nathi
to apprebend; for theogh my single arm coul
not defeordl you nzainst the number of oor pur-
fuers, T have no doubt of being able to interest
some of the inhnbitants in our behalf®"

Adeline appaared to be comforted the hnﬁ
this reflection sugzested, and Theodora' agal
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Iooked back; but the windings of the read closed
his viow, and the rattling of the wheels overcawe
every otirer sound. . At length he called to the
pestition to stop, and having lstened attentively,
without pereciving any sound of horeés, le bepun
Lo hope they were naw in safety. " Do you Kigw
whiere this road lesdsl™ eaid he. The postilion
angwered, that Lo did notd but Ba saw-Esme
hiouges botween the trees 03 o distanes, nnd be-
lieved 0t Jed to them. This was most velcome
illttnif;ﬂ]lﬂe to Theodote, \‘l"..Iﬂ IOCI-RE-I,E forwond nnd
erceived the houses,  The pestilion set off.
“Fear nothing, my adored Adeline £iid be,
“yvpitare now gafe; I will part with rou but with
lide  Adeline si'g.ltmq, not for hersoll only, but
for the danger to which Theodore might be ex-

posed. ) . .

Fliey Ind eoutinted to travel in this mnmner
for near bolf an Lour, when they arrived at a
smoall villape, and soon after stopped at an inp
the best the place aftorded.  As Theodure lifted
Adeline from the chaise, he again entreated her
to dismizs her apprehensions, and spoke with a
tenderness, to wineh she could reply-only Ly a
smytle, thas i1l concealed ber aoxiety. After or-
dering refreshments, he went out fo speak with
the Lindiowd; bug hald searcely left the room,
wlien Adeline elserved nparty of Borssmen en-
ter the imiyard, and she hind no'daub; these were
the porsons from whem they Hed, The faces of
twa of them only were turued towards ber, bug
slie thiought the Tigure of aue of the otlers not
unlilce that of the Mnrguis;

Her hoagt wos eldliad, pnd for some moments
the powers of reazon forzook her. ey first de-
sizn was to seek concealment; Lot while she cou-
sidered the means, ove of the herssman Jooked
up te the window mear wwhick she stood, nmil
speaking to his companions, they entered the
inn, To guit ke roam without bedng obeervd,
was inpossible; to remain theve, alobe and ut-
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protected as she wos, would be almost equally
dangerons,  She paced the room in an agony of
tervor, oftén’ scoretly ealling on Theodore, and
often wondering lie did not return. These were
moments of mdeseribable suffering. A loud and
fumultusus songd of voices now arogs from & dig-
tant part of the hounss, and she soon distingnished
the words of the disputants, I mrrest you in.
the: ing's panee,™ - said one; *ond bid you, ot
“xour pertl, pttempt to go from heoce, except un-
der nguard.”

“The next minnte Adaling heard the volee of
Theodore in reply. 1 do not mean te dispute
the King's orders,” siid he, *and give you my
ward of honour not to-go without yous but fivst
wiliand e, that I may return to-that reom; 1
have a friend thers whom I wish to speal with.™
To this proposal they ot firet objected, consider-
iny it merely ps anexense 10 obinin an epporiu-
nity of wmiﬂn:; Lut, afier maeh altercation nnd
entreaty, his réquest was granted. He sprang
forwards towards the room where Adeline re-
mained, while a serreant aud corporal Tollowed
Lim ‘to the deor; the two solidiers went out into
the vard of the inn; to wateh the windews of the
aprEriment, )

With an eager hand he unelosed the door, but
Adeline hastensd not to meet him, for.she had
fainted ohuost st the beginning of the dispute,
Theodore called loudly for assistance, and the
mistress of the inn soon appeared with her stoel
of remedies, which were odminisiered in vain to
Adoline, who remnined inseusible, and by hregth-
ing nlope gave signs of her existence. The dis-
tress of Theoldore was in the meantime height-
ened by the appearance of the officers, who,
Inuzhing at the diseovery of bis pretended friend,
deelared they conld wait no lenger.  Saying this,
they would Iave fereed him from the inonimate
form of Adsline, ovey whom he huny in unutter-
able enpuish, when fereely turting upon them,
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he drow higsword, and swore no pawer on eartl
ghonld foree him away befove the lady recovered.

The men, eniaged by the action and the deter-
mined air of Theodore, exclaimed, ** Do you op-

oz the King's orders!” and advanced to eeiza
im: but he presented the point of Liz sword
ol bade them at thenr pesil approseh. One ::_-1
them immediately dvew : Theodore kept his
puard, but did not adgance, 1 demand enly to
wait lieve till the lady reeovers,” said he; # yon
understand the alteroative,’” The man, alresdy
exasperated by the appositfon of Theodore, res
garded the latter part of his speech asa threat,
amil beeanie determined not to give up the point:
e pressed forward, and while lis coinrade ealled
the men from the i.':].rrl, Theodore wonnded him
slighitly in the shoulder, and reecived himsalf the
strake of & sabre om his head.

The blooil gushed furfously from the wound;
Theodore, xlaggen:i_g o o ehair, cunlk into it, juss
#5 the remainder of the party enterad the room,
and Adeline nnclosed her eves to see himn ghast-
Ly, pale, and covered with bﬁ)ﬂﬂ. She uttered an
inveluntary scream, and exclaiming, “they lhive
murilerad him!" nearly relepeed. At the sound
of her voiee he raised his head, and emiling, hell
out his hand to her. " I'am not mueh buet,” said
Le faintly, *“and shall soon be better, if indeed
you ara vecovered. ' —She hastened towards lim,
and gave ber Lanille * Is nobedy gooe for o sur-

eond™ eaid she, with alook of pgouy—* Do uet

e elarmed,” sail Theodore, ™ Tnm net so ill 23
you imagine.”  The room wis new crowded with
people, whom the veport of the affmy had browgib
togetlior; mnong these wos & man; wha aeted o5
pl:gt-siuinn,mmmcmry, and surgeon, ta tho vitlige,
tutl who vow stepped forward o the ssgistauce
of ‘Theoadare,
. Heving exgmined the wonud, ke declined giv-
ing his opinion, but ordered the patient to L -
mesiately put to bed: to whicli tho oficers ol-
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ected, alleging, thot it was their duty to camry

'L.{m.t,n- the regiment; *That cannok be. done,
without great dauger to lis life,” repliad the
doctor; "and—" ;

00 bk Life,”" said the sergeant, * we havo no-
thing to do with thati we must do onr dity™
Adeline, who had Litherto stond in trembl
anxiety, could now no lonzer be silent, '* Sing
the surgeon,’” said she, *hos deelared it ns his
apinion, that this gentleman caonot be removed
in his puesont condition, without endonpering his
life, you will remember, that if he dics, your's
will probably answer it,” i

# Yeg," rejoined the SrgEel, who woa unwill-
ing to relinguish his patient; *1 declare hefore
these wituesses, that he cannot be removed with
safieby: you will do well, therefore, to o
the consesuenceés. He has received a very dan-
gervons wound, which requives the most eareful
treatment, and the event is even then donbtful:
but, if be tavels, a fever may @nsue, ond the
wotnd will then be martal”  Theadore Leard
this gentence with compesure, but Adeling conld
with difffenity conceal the anmiish of her heasl:
ghe summoned all her fortitude to ﬂu!-:lpress thi
tears that stroggled in her eyes; and though sho
wished to inferest the hwmanity, or to awakon
the fearsof the men, in bekalf of the unfortunate
prisoner, she dored vot to trost her voiee with
utternnce,

From thiz intemng] strupgle she was reliovied
by the tnm};-n#sh.:_:l of the people who filled the
rogin, and becoming climorgus in the couge of
'.I‘hm:'lnne, decimred the oficers wonld be guilty
of muyder il they removed him. * “"hyz he
must die at any vate,” said the esrpeant, " for
quittinz his pest, and diawing upon me i Ahe
execution of the King's orders.” A faint sick-
ness came over the heart of Adeline, and the
leaned for 31_“1}](1:'{ agninst Theodore’s chair,
whase corecnn for limself wies' for a swwhile-sus-
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pended in his-avxiety for her. He supported hep
with liis army,-and foreing o sniile, =ad in o low
volica, which sha ouly couid henr, *Thizisn ms-
representation; T deubt not, when the afiaiv is
inquired into, it will be sattled withous any eeri-
Qus consequences,’”

Adeline knew theze words were utterad eni
to commole er, and therefore did nel give m::tﬂ
eredit to them, though Theodors continued to
vepeat Similar assuwmnces of his gafetr, SMenn-
while the mob, whoss compaesion forr him lad
been gradually excited by the obduraey of the
offlear, were now roused fo 'lﬁt;r and indiznation
by the sceming eertainty of fid punizhonent, and
tﬁo unfeeling manner inwwhiech it had beey de-
nounesd,  In aghort time they Bacome so much
enruzad, that, partly from o dread of farther con-
.sequf:nceai aud partly from the shame which their
charges of erelty occasioned, the serfgeant can-
goniond that Theodore should he put 1o bed, till
his commanding officer might diveet what was to
& dane, Adeline's jov at this clreumstanee over-
came for & moment the sense of her misfortunes
anil of hor situntion, :

She waited in an adjoining reout the sentonea
of the surgeon, who was nov engared i examin-
Ing the wonnd; nnd though the zecident would
in any other cirgnmstaneds have severely aflicg-
e her, she now lnmented it the more, bocanse
ehe considered lierseil os the cause of it, and bo=
eause the misfurtune, by ilustrating miore fuuy
the affection of her lover; drew him closer to her
heart, and séemaeil hevefore to sharpen the poig-
nanes of her afliction, The dreadful nsecrtion
that Thoodore, should e recover, wenld Le Ton-
felted with death, she scarcely dnred to conmider,
but endeavoured to believe, that it was 1o oz
than o eric] exagperntion of his natazonist,

TUpon tha whole, Theodore’s prosent danzer,
togethier with the ulh-mll'jnt clrcumstineey, 1wie
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Lkened all her tenderness, and digcovered to her
the true state of her afiections, The pracefol
Torm, the noble, intellipent conntennnce, and the
engnging manners which she hiad at fivst admired
in Thoodore;, became afterwards more interesting
by that strength of theught, and clegance of son-
timent, exhibited in his conversntion., His eon-
duct, smipee her escope, knd excited her warnmoest
gratitnde, and the danger which he had now en-
countared in her behalf, called forth her tender-
ness, and heightened it into love. The veil was
removed from her heart, and sho saw, for the
first time, fts genvine emotione.

The surgeon at length came out of Theodore’s
chamber inte the room where Adeline was wait-
ing to speak with him. She inguired concernin
' tEu nlnt.qtnf his wfmnd. £ Yﬂi&%&%ﬂ & r‘ﬂmﬂﬁ o

the gpentleman’s, I prezume, e Lis-sister,

hnriFr;piI" The question voxed and em‘bm*rasmd'
hers and, withont answering ity she repeated her
inguiry. “Perh Madame, you are mors near-
hsj related,” pursned the surgeon, seeming also to

imregard her question; “perhaps you are his
wife."" Adeling blushed; and was abhout to reply,
but he continued his speeeh,  *The intorest you
take in his welfare i5, nt leasl, very flat Ty
and I would almost consent to exchange condi-
tions with Dhim, wera I sure of recciving suach
tender compassion from so charming & lady ™
Baying this, he bewed to the ground. Adeline,
BESUTHING A Very reserved air, ssid, “Now, Sir,
that you have eoneluded your eompliment, Yot
will, perhaps, nttend to my question; I have in-
quired how yon left your pntient]™

* That, Mindame, is perhaps o question vory
difficnlt to be resolved; and it iz likewise & very
disagreeable effice to proneunce ill news—I foar
he will die”  The surgeon opened his sudl-box
and prescuted it to Adeline. ** Diel” she ex-
claimed ina faint voiee, ** Diel—"

“ Do not be dlavmed, Modane,™ restmesd tha
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gurgecn, observing her grow pale, *do not be
alarmed, 1t s possible th'auhgnwnund miy nok
have reached the — (he stammereds) in that
ease the —— (stammering ngein) is not affeetod:
and if so, the interior membranes of the brain
sre not touchad: in this ease the wonnd may,
parhaps, easape inflammation, and the patient
Emy:! possibly recover. But if, on tlis other

and, —

“1 beseech you, Sir, to speak intellimbiy,”
interruptad Adeling, ¥ and not to trifle witl my
anxfety. Do yon really balisve him in dangert'

“In danger, Madame! exclaimed the sur-
peon, Sin danger] yes, cerbainly, in very great
danger’® Baying this be walkel away with an
sir of chogrin and displepsure,  Adeline remain-
od for some moments in (he rooin in an oxcess of
gorrov, which she fonnd it impossible to restrain;
and then drying her tears, and endeavouring to
compioge. hor conntsuance, she went to inguire
for the mistress of the inn, to whom she sent a
waiter. After expecting her in vain for some
time, she rang the bell and sent another messare
gomewhat miore pressing: still the hostess did
not appear; and Adeling, at length, went herselfl
dnwn stairs, where she foumnd Liep, surroundad by
o numbar of people, relating with o loud voice
and varions gesticulations, the particunlars of the
late-aceident. Perceiving Adsline, she ealled
ok, *O0h! heve”is Mademaizallo herselfy and
the pves of the nssembly were immediately tum-
ed uwpon her, Adeline, whom the erowd pre-
vented from approaching the hostess, now beck-
oned her, and was going to withdraw; but the
landlady, eaxer in the pursnit of her story, disp-
parded the signal. In vain did Adeline endea-
vour to enfelt hsr eve: it glanesd overy whara
but apon her, wha was unwilling to oftract the
farthor notice of the crawd by calling out.

“Itis o Ereat pitr, to be-eure thae he should
boshot,” said the landluly, “he's eneh o hand.
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o mans bub they sxy b eertainly will if he
veeovers, Door gentleman! ho will very llkeill?
not suifer theuch, for the doctor says he will
never go out of thiz housze alive”  Adeline now
wpoke toa man who stood near, and desiring he
sronld fell the hostess she wished lo speal with
howr, Tefc il placs. :
In about ten minates the landlady np};em’ed_.
walas! Mademoizselle,' eaid she, * rour brother
e in a sad condition; they fear he won't et aver
it Adeline inquired, whetlier there was any
other medical yperson {:I the town than the sur-
geon whom she had seen, * Lord, Madame]
thiz isnrare healthy place; we have little need
of medicing people here; snch an accident never
happened in it before. The Declor has leen
here ten years; or thereabont; but there’s very
el encournzement for his trades and 1 beliove
k:e's poor enough himself, One of the sort’s quite
enough for ns’®  Adeline intermupted her to ask
some questions concerning Thesdors; whom the
hostess hind attended to his ehpmibor.  She ingui-
red hiow he had bome the dressing of the wound,
and whether e appeared to be easier after the
operation; questions towhich the hostess gave no
very satisfuctory answers. She now inguired
whether there wis any surgpeon in the neighbonr-
hiood of the town, and was tolid there was not.
The distress visible in Adeline’s eountennnce
seemed to exeito the compassion of the landlady,
who now endeavoured to console her in the best
manner she was able, - She advized ber to send
for her friends, anid offered to procore & mesten-
gor.  Adeline sighed, and sxil it wns unieess-
sary. %1 don't know, Me'ameelle, what you
sirny think necessary,” continued the hLoctoss,
“hut T knew I shoull thinke it versy hand to die
it n steange place with no relations near me, antd
1 daresay the poor gentleman thinks s himself;
and besices whe 18 to pay for: his funeral if he
diest”  Adeline begged she would be silont, and,
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desiving thad m'mg' proper alteniion might be
Ziven, she promized her s reward for her tronble,
and requested pen and inlk Emmediately, *Aye,
to be sure, Ma'amselle, that is the proper way:
why your friemla \\'mﬂc[ naver forgive you if yon
did not aequaint them; I knew it by myeelf
Aml as for taking care of him, he shall Tave
every thing the lowse affords; sud I warmnt
there s never a better inn i the provinee,
though the town is none of the Liggest.” Ade-
line wos eblized to repeat ey request for pen
nud ink, before the lequacious hostess would
quit the room.

The thought of sending for Theodore®s friends
hind, in the temult of the late scenes, never oc-
curred to lier, and she was now somewhat con-
soled by the prospect of comfort which it opened
for him, When the pen and ink were brought
she wrote the following note to Theodore:

“In your present condition, you have need of
every comfort that can be procured yom, amil
surely there is no eordinl more valuable fu illness,
than the presence of o fiend: suffer me, there-
fore, to acquaint your family with your situation;
it will be o satisfaction to me, and, 1 deubt not,
a consolation to you.'"

In' & short time.after she bad sent the note,
=he veceived a message from Theodore, enireat-
inr most respectfully, but eamestly, to see her
for o few minntes. She immediately wait to
his chamber, where her worst apprebensions
were confirmad by the langwer expressed in lifs
countennnce; and the shocl ghe received, to-
gether with her strogelea lo disguise her eno-
tions, almost overcame her. “1 thank yew for
this poodnese,” said he, extending hiz = hand,;
which she vepeived, and then, sittmg down by
the bed, she burst into tenrys.  When hey agita-
tion hingl somovhnt subsided, she removed her
homdkerchief from her eyes, and asain looloed
o Theodore: & smile of the tenderest love es-
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pressed his sense of the interest she took in his
welfare, and administered a temporary velisf to
e Renvive thia wealimess?" suid she; “moy-spifl

‘argive this weal 5. enid she; *m s
have beon of late so \'?}?nusly :Lg[lntird."y;? -
dore interrupted her—*These tears are wmost
flattering to my heart. Bat, for my sake, endea-
vour to support yowrself: T doubit not 1 shall
soon be better; the on—""

1 do not]like him,™ enid Adeline: * byt tell
me how you find yourself”? e assured her,
that ke was now much casier than he had yet
becn, and mentioning her kind note, he Ted to the
subject on account of which he had solicited to
gee Dher. ] ;Emfmﬁly,” said he, “reside at
great distance from henes, and I well know their
affection is sweh, that were they informed of my
situation, no consideration, however reasonable,
coulid prevent their coming to my assisiance; but
before they can arrive, their presence will proba-
bly Lo unnecessare.”  (Adeline looked camest]
at lim)—" [ ghould prebably be well)” pursue
he, smiling, * before o letter conld reach them;
it would, therefore, oceasion them unuecessary
pain, and, moreover, a fruitless journey, For
your-sakie, Adeline; I could wish they were here;

ut o fow days will more fully ghow the conen-

uences of my wound: let us wait ot lenst tiil
then, and be dirgeted by cincumstances.™

Adeline forbore to press the sulject farther,
and turned to one more immediately intercsting.
# I much wish,” said she, * that you had & mare
able sorgeon; you know the geograply of the

rovince better than Ideo; are we in the neigh-

ourhoot of any town likely to afford you other
advigat”

# 1 belisve not,! said hej * and this iz an affsie
of little consequence, for my wound i6 so in-
considerable, that a very moderate shure of skill
may suflice to cure if. Dut why, my beloved
Adeline, do you give way to this anxisty! Why
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guffor yourself té be disturbed by this tendeney
ta for the worst! T am willing, perhass
presumptuously so, to stiribute it to your kind.
ness: aud suffer me to assure you, that, wiile it
excites iy gratitude, it increases my tenderest
esteem. O Adeline ! gsinee you wish my specdy
recovery, lot me s you composed: while I be-
Heve you to be unhappy, I eannof bewell”  Sha
azaured him she would endeavour to be, at least,
tranguil; and fearin tt_u_l conversation, if ﬁmq
Jonged, wounld be prejudicial to him, sha left him
to repose,

As she turned ont of the gallery, she met the
hostess, upont whom certain words of Adeling
hnd epercted a3 a talisman, transforming neglect
and impertinence into officious ecivility. She
etne Lol inguire whether the ﬁﬁmmm above
stairs had every thing that he liked, for she was
sure it was her endeavour that he should have.
“ 1 hnve got bim a nurss, Ma'amselle, to attend
T, m&% dare say sho will do very well; but T
will loole to that, for I shall not mind helping
hit myself sometimes,  Foor pentloman | how
patiently ke bears it ! One would not think now
that hio belioves he s fioiug to die; yet the
doctor told him so himself, or, at least as i
Adeling was extremely shocked at this impri-
dent conduct of the surgeon, and dismissed the
lanitindy, after ordering a slight dinner.

Tuwm‘&n evening the surgeon again made his
nppearanes, and, having passed some time with
Lis patient, returned to the pavlour, aceording to
the desire of Adeling, to'inforna Ler of his condi-
tion.  He answered Adeline's inguiries with
groat selemnily, 1t is impossible to determine:
positively ot present, Madam, but T Bove resson
to adliere {o the epinion I gave you this morn-
ing. 1nm not apt, indeed, to form opinions upon
uncertain grounds. 1 m.lfgirc you & remarkiable
instancs of this;

¥ It is not shove a fortnight sines 1 was senl
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for to o patient ab ‘some lengues' diztance. T was
from home when the mesgenger arvived, and the
eaze DLoing urgent, hefore 1 conld yveach the pa-
tient another phiysicinn was consilted, who had
ordered snch medicides os e thought proper,
and the ]i&ticﬂt hiad been apparently relicy
them. His friends were congratulating them-
selves upon his improvement when I amived,
and had agreed inoopinion with the phf)iitiaﬂ
that there wos no danger in this case. Depend.
upon it, snid L oyon sre mistoken; these medi-
cines cannot have relieved himg the patient is in
the utmost damger. The patient groanad, but
my brother physician persisted  in affirming that
the remedies he had preseribed, would not only
e certain, Tt speedy, some pood effect having
been nlready produced by them. Upon this-
lost nll patience, and adhaing to my opinion,
that these cffects were fallacious and the case
desperate, 1 assured the patient limself that his
life was in the utmost denger. 1 nmn net one of
those, Madam, whe deceiva tholr patients to the
last moments: but you shall hear the conclosion.

“AMy hrother physicinn wos, I suppose, en-
raged Ty the firmnéss of my epposition, and he
assumed 2 most angry look, which did net in the
least affect me, and turning to the patient, de-
wired Lo would decide ugm: which of our opi-
nions to vely, for he must decline acting with me.
The patient did me the honolr! pursied the
surgeon, with o smile of eomplacency, and
‘emoothing bis ruffles, * to think more highly of
me than, perhaps, 1 deserved, for he immedi-
ately disnnesed my opponent. I eonld not have
helieved, snid he, as the physicion left the room,
I could not have believed, that o man who has
been so many yews in the profession, conld be
#0 wholly jznorant of it.

1 eould not have believed it either, said I,
—1 am nstonishid that lie was ot nware of my
danget, tesiumed the patient.—I am oastonished
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likewiza, replied T. 1 was resolved fo do whnt I
could for the patient, for he was o man of under-
standing, ns you perecive, and I had a regard for
him, 1 therefore aliercd the prescriptions, and
myeell adminigtered  the- medicines; but oll
wald not do, my opition was verified, and he
died ‘evelr bolore the next moning'—Adeline,
who hod Deen compelled to listen to this Jong
story, eighed ot the conelusion of it, "1 don't
waonder that you ave affected, Madam," said the
surpemy *the instance 1 have related is cor-
tninly o very affecting one. 1t distresséd ne o
mnely, that it wos: some time before 1 conld
think; or evew spenl concerning it. But yon
mugt nllow, Madam,"” continued he, lowering his
voiee and bowing with a look of seif-congratula-
tion, * that this was p sbviliiog instonee of the in-
fallibility of my judgment.”

Adeoline shoddered at the fnf/fitility of Lis

ent, and made no reply. It was a shock-
ing thinz for the poor man,” résumed the sur-
feon.~* It was, indeed, very shecking™ said
Adeline.—* It affected me a zood deal when it
I}n[ﬂmncﬁ‘“ econtinued he—= Undoubtedly, Sir,"
said Adehime,

“ But time wears away the mest painful ime
presyons.”

1 think you wientioned it was alout o fort-
:n!g.'ht <inee it happemed.”

*Somewhere theresbouts," veplied the sur.
geon, without seeming to understond (e obsér-
vition,—"*And will you_ permit me, Sir, to sk
the mame of the physician, who %0 ignerantly
opposed yon i

** Cortainly, Madam, it is Lafanee™ |

“He lives in the obseurity he deserves; no
doabt,” 2aid Adeline, )

# Wy no, Madam; he livesin & town of sonte
note, ab about the distanee of four leagues from
henee, and affords one instance, -among. wany
others, that the public opinion i generally crro-
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neous, You will lardly believe it, but I assure
wou It id o fet, that this man comes into & preat
deal of practice, while I o suffered (o ronm
rg neglected, and indeed, very little known™
During this narrative, Adeline had Been gon-
sdering bﬁ"wl:at means she eould diseover t
naricof the physician; for the instance that ha
been produced to prove his pheranee, and the én-
lifitity of his opponent, Lad cun:-Elvetoal:El settled
er opnion concerning them both. She now;
mors Lhnn ever, wished Lo deliver Theodare from
the lands of the surgeon, tud was musing on the
gm:inlu , when Lig, with go much self-security,
eveloped the nresne. )
She asked bhim a few more questions, concern-
ing the state of Theodore’s wound, and was told it
wits much ag it had been, but that some desrec
of fever had come on. ** But I have ordered o
fire to Le nmmde in the room,” continued the
rurgpon, “and some additional blenkets to Tbe
Inid on the bed; these, 1 doubt not, will huve o
proper offeet, In the mnenn time lil.&jl' must be
eareful to kecp from him every Lind of liquid,
exeopt some cordinl desughts, which 1shall send.
e will nnturally asle for deink, hut it must on
ne peconnt be given to lim.," = ]
“Xon do not appreve, then, of the method
whiel I have semewhere heprd of," said Adeline
Tof ntt:cntti:u‘i to nature in thess coges™ I
H Netore, Madem!” pursued Ie—* Nabure is
tho mpst nproper puide in the world. | 1 alwaya
adopt a2 methoed drectly conbriry to what she
wonld sugzest; for what can he the use of Ark, if
sheds only tofollow Nature? This was my first opi-
nion on settivg out in 1ife, and 1 have eVer Linge
atrictly adhered to it.  From what 1 have said, in-
doid, Madanie; you may perbsps pecceive that
my opiniens mey be depended on: whatthey onee
o, they always are; for my mind @3 not elthad
frivolous kind to be affected by elrcumstimoes.”
Adeline wis fatigued by this discourse, atid
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impaiient to impart to Theodore her discovery of
o physician; but the surgeon seemed by nomeans
disposed to leave lier, and wosexpatiating upon
varions topies; and addueiog new iustances of his
surprising saraeity, when the waitér brought a
messare that seme person desived to gee him,
He wasg, however, engnged vpon {oo ngrecable a
topic to be essily prevailed on-to quit it, and it
was nob tll after & second message that he mado
his how to Adcline, nud left the room.  The mo-
ment Lie wos gone she sent & note to Theodore,
entrenting his permission to call in the sssistance
of 0 physician.

The conceited manners of the surgeon had hﬁr
this time given Theodore a very unfavournbla
opinion of his talents, and the last preseription
had 56 fully confirmed it, that he now readily
consented to have othoradvice.  Adeline immae-
diatq.-!li'r inquired for & messengor, but recollocting
that the residence of the phiysician was still a se-
eret, she ﬂlrll';ﬁf-‘d to the hostess, who being really
jgnotant of it, or protending 1o be ss, gave Lep
no information, What farther inguiries she mada
wore equally ineffectunl, and she passed somg
hours in extreme distress, while the disorder of
Theodore vather incveased than nbated,

When supper appeared, she asked the boy who
waited, il Be knew a physician of the name of
Lafance in the neighbourlood. “Not in the
m-iﬁlabomhumi, Madame; but I know Doctor
Latanee of Chaney, for I como from the town.'”
—Adeline mquim& further, and received very
gatisfactory answers. But the town was ot some
leagues’ distance, and the delay this circumstance
must oceasion again alarmed her; she, however,
ordered n messenger to be immedintely despaich-
ed, and, having sent again te inquire concerning
Theodere, retived to her chamber for the night.

Tho continued fatigue sho bad suffeved for the
lzst fourtoen hotrs overcame anxicty, and her
horpssed spirits sunk to vepose. She slept till
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Tute in the morning, and wag then awakened Ty
the lnnr]hdy, who come to inform her that Theo-
dore was mauch worse, and to inguire what should
ba done. Adeling, finding that the A}hFSiﬂi&-ﬁ wasg
not arrived, immeditely arose, and hastened to
inguire f;].rtimr concerning Theedore,  The host-
ess informad her, that lie had poassed o very dis-
turbed night; that he had compluined of being
vory hot, and desived that the fire in his room
might be extinguished; Lut that the nurss know
her duty too well to obey him, and had strictly
followed the doetor's orders.

She added, that he had taken the cordial
draughts vegularly, Lut had, votwithstanding,
continued to grow worse, and i Jast became
light-headed, In the mean time the Loy, who
had heen sent for the pliyvician, was still absent:
4 And no wonder,” continued the hostess: “why,
oily consider, it’s eight leagues off, and the lo
hiad to find the rond, bad as it is, in the dark,
But indeed, Ilnln'nmselile, yon might ns well have
trosted omr doctor, for we never want any
elep, not we, in the town here; and if 1 might
speak mi_' mind, Jaeques hod better have been
sont off for the young gentleman's friends than
for thiz strange doctor, that nobody knows.”

Aftor asking seane farther guestions concm-uinﬁ
Theodore, thie answers to which rather increase
than diminished her alarm, Adeline endeavoured
10 compose her spirits, and await in patience the
arvival of the phivsician, She wis now more sen-
sible thian over of the forlornness of her own eon-
dition, and of the danger of Theodore's, and car-
nestly wished that lis fricuds could be informed
of his sitnation; a wish which eould not be grati-

 for Theodore, who aloae could acquaint her
with their place of residénce, was deprived of re-
colleetion.
_ When l]:? surgeon arrived and perceived the
situation of his patient, he expressed no swpriss;
bt hoving azked some questions, and given o-few



THE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST. 225

;fmml directions, e went down to Adeline.—
fter poying her his usual compliments; e sul-
denly asiuted an gir of imporinnee. 1 am sor=
rr, Madame,” gaid ke, “that it i3 my office ta
eonmnniente disapecable intelligence; but 1
widh you to be propared for the cvent, which [
fenr i approaching”  Adeline comprehended his
meaning, and thougl-she had hitherto given Titthe
fuith to hisjndenrent, sho could not hear him hint
at the immediate danper of Theodore without
yielding to the influence of Tear,

She entrogted i to fdequaint ler with all
apprehended; and he then yroceeded to sy, that
Theodore was, a5 he had foreseen, much woise
this morninge than be had been the procedin
wight: and (he diserder having now affeeted hig
head, theve was every reénson to fear it would
prove fatal fn o few hours. * The worst econses
quences may ensne,’” continned ke; ¥ il the wound
becotes inflamed, theve will be veey little chancs
of his recovery.”

Adeline listenad o this gontenes with a drend-
ful ealmuposs, and gave no ntierance to grief, either
'!;?' words or tears.  * The Fl-lﬂ_lmltn'l.l,l SH I POSE,
Madanve, has friends, and Lheé sooner yon Biform
them of his condition the better, IF they veside
nt any distance, it is indeed top Inte; but thero
are-other necessary—yon ave ill, Madame,”

Adeline made an effort to speal, but in voin
and the sorpeon now called loudly for a glhes o
water: she drank it, and o decp sigh that she ut-
teved, scemedd somewhak to relieve ier oppreesad
heavt: tears succeaded. In the mean tiue, the
sufpeon perésiving she was better, thoush net
well enongh te listen to his conversation, toal:
Liig leave, and promised to return in an hour,
The physician wasg not vet arrived, and Adeline
awnited his appeavaises with o mixture of fear
and anxions hope.

Abont neon lie cama, and having been inform-
ed of the aecidont by which the faver was pros
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duced, aud of the treatment which the
lind given it, he ageonded to Theodore's ntmng s
In'a quarter of an honr he veturned to the room
where Adeline expectod him,  The gentleman
5 still delivious,” sabd he, “but T have ordeved
him n composing draught.”’—* Is there any hope,
Sirt” inquired Adeling.—*Yes, Madame, certain-
3{ there is hope: the case at present is somewhat
oubitiul, but o fon hours may enable me to judge
with more cortainty. In the mean time, 1 have
directed that he shall be kept quiet, and be-al-
lowed to drinlk freely of some diluting lquids”

He had eearpely, nt Adeline's request, recom-
meniled o surgeon, instead of the one at present
employed, when the latter gentloman entered
the room, and, perceiving the&)h}'sician, threw o
rlanee u[’ming ed surprise and anger at Adeline,
who retired with him to another apartment,
where she dismissed him with a politeness which
lie 434 not deizn to veturn, and which he eertain-
Iy Eﬂtuul{ deserva.

Larly the following moming the surgeon ar-
rived; it either !ha“medicinas. or the crisis of
the disorder, had thrown Theodore inte o deep
sleep, in which he remained for several hours.
The physician now gave Adelino reason to hope
for o faveurable jssue, and every precantion wns
faken to prevent his being disturbed. He awoke
perfeetly sensible, ond free from fever; and his
first words ingiired for Adeling, who soon ledrm-
ed that he was ont of danger.

In a few days he was sufficiently recovered to
be removed from his chamber to g room adjoin-
ing, where Adeline met him with 8 joy, which
ghe found it impessible to repreésa; and the ob-
gervance of this Hghted up his countenance with
plensure; indeed Adeline, sensible to the atéaeh-
ment he had so nobiy tectified, and softenad by
the danzer he hod encounntered; no longer at=
tempted to disguise the tenderness of her es-
teem, nod wias at Jength brought to confess the
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interest his frst appearanes hod impressed wpon
her honrt, . " .

After an howr of affécting conversition, in
which the bappiness.of agoung nnd mutnal at-
taelunent eecupied ol thelr minds, and exeluded
every idea not in unison with delizht, they re-
tnrned to n-genze-of their present embarrass-
ments: Adeline, recollecting that Theodare wos
arrested for disobedience of orders, and desert-
ing hiz post; and Theodors, that hie must shortl
be torn away from Adeline, who would be |
exposed to nll the evils: from which he had o
Intely rescued her. This thought overwhelmed
his enrt with anguishy ond, after  Jong patse,
lie weatursd te propese, what his wislies bad
often suggesied, & marviage with Adelive, before
Lie departed from the willage.. This was the only
means of preventing, perhaps, an eternal separi-
tion; and theugh he saw the many dangeroio
incenveniences to which she wonld bhe exposed

T on marviage with 8 man circomstansed lika
lymself, et these appeared so unequal to those
she would otherwize be left to encounter alone,
thiat his reasen conld no longer scruple to adopt
what his affection had suprested.

Adeling was for seme time too much ogitaled
to reply; and thongh she had little to oppose
ta the arruments and plesdings of Theadors;
thongh she had ne friends to control, and no
contrariety of interests to porplex hor, sho ganld
fiot bring herself to comsent thius hastily toa
marringe with o man of whem she had little
knowledre, and to whose family aud connexians
ghe had no sort of introdnetion. At lemstl sho
entreated lie wonld drop the subject, and the
conversation for the remainder of the day wos
more general, vevstill interesting,

That similinvity of taste and epinien, which
had ot first attincted them, every moment now
more folly diselosed. Theiy disconrse was on-
riched by elegant litetature, and endeared by
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mutupl vegard,  Adeling had enjoved few .
tunities of reading, hut the bmgki- to whig[:%i:rnr
liad ‘necpsy, operating upon o wind eager for
knowledze, and upoia tasts pecaliarly sansiblo
af the heautiful and the clepant, biad im)

all their excetlencies upen her understanding.
Theodore had received from nature nmni.' of the
qualitiog of geniug, nud from edueation el that it
conld bestow; to theie were added, a neble inde-
petdonicy of spitit, o fecling heard, and manners.
which partock of o haypy mixtore-of dignily
acd sweotness, - . =

In the evening one of the officers, who, npen
the reprosenistion of the sergeant, wes sent by
the povsons vmployed to prosecuts military eri-
sninals, mvived at the villoge; and enlering the
aparintent of Thaodore, from which Adeling jm-
sinedintely withdrew, informed him, with an aie
of infinite importance, thet he shoald set out on
the following Jdey for head-ouarters. ore
answiered that ba wis not able to hear this jour-
ney, and referved Lim o his physician; but the
ofreor repliod, thot e shonld take no sncl trou-
Dle, it bemg certain that the Eh,y:;ichm miglit b
instrneted what to says snd that he should
begin his journoy on’ the merrow, * Here has
Lieen delny enough,” said he, “alveady; and von
srill have soficient business on your hands when
Fon reaeh ]H'.‘ml-fj]tml‘lm; for the sergeant, whom
you bive sovercly wonnded, inteids: to appear
againzt yon; ond this, with the offeunes yon have
commitied by desarling your poast—"

Thaodore’s. eyes flashed five—* Denepting!"™
£aid ho, vising from is seat, and darting o look:
of menaee at bis aceuser, *who dares 10 brand
me with the name of deserter?™ Hub instantly
yeeollecting how much bis conduet had appeared
to justify the accusation, ha endeavaured to stifle
iy emotions, and, with n i vaeico aoid com-
posed yranner; said, that when be resetied lead-
guarters e should e ready to coywer winlever
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might bo brought against limy, bub that till thon
D Showd Boent > Hhe boldness of the officer
was represed by the spirit and diguity with
which Theeders spoke these words; snd mutter-
ing a reply that was scarcely audible, he left the
room.

Theodors sat musing on the danger of his siln-
ation: he kuew that e hnd much to appreliend
from the peculiar circumstances attending his
abrupt departure from his regiment, it baving
buen stationed in o garrigon town upen the Span-
ish frontiers, where the discipline was very sa-
vere; anil from the power of his Colonel, the
Muxcuis de Montalt, whom pride-and disgappoint-
ment wonld now rouse to vengennca, and prola-
bly render indefatigable in the accomplishment
of his destruction, But his thouplits zoon fed
from hiz own danger to that of Adeline; and in
the congideration of this, all his fortitude forsook
him: he eculd not 'Euprurl‘. the iden of leaving
her expoted to the evils lie foreboded, nor in-
deed, of n separation so sudden as that which
now threatened him: and when ehe ngain enters
ed the room, Lie renewed his-zoliciiations for n
speedy mnu-f,a.gp, with all the argumtents that
tendernesz oud ingenuity could su -

Adeline, when she learned that lie wes fo do-

it on ti’l_e morrow, felt as if beregved of her
st eomfort, All the lioryors of his situntion
arozt to her wind, and she twmead from hinyin an
unutterable angiish. Considering her silénce ng
a favourable presagze, he repested his entrenatios,
thiat- she should consent Lo Lo his, snd thus give
hitn o 2urety that their scr!lfu'almu sliould not be
eternal, - Adeline sizhed deoply to these words.
% Aand who can know that our separation: would
ot be eternal” said sle, " even of I pould con-
sent to the morvinge yveou proposel Bubt while
you hear my determination, forbenar to accusn
we of indifférence, for ligtdiﬂemlcc towards you
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waould, indeed, be o crime, after the services you
have rendoered me.” i

“ And is a cold sentiment of ﬁmﬂla&a all tl.m.
1 mmst expeet from youl” said Theodore. * 1
Enow that you ave going to distress me with a

roof of vour indifference, which vou miztake
or the sugrestions of prudence; and that I shall
be reduced to loek, without reluctince, upon the
evils that may shortly nwait me. A, Adeline!
if you menn to reject this, perhaps the Inst pra-

peal whicls T conever make to vou, coase st
east to deceive yoursalf with nn fdva that you
Inyu’mc; that deliriwm is fading even from my
mind**

* Can yon then so goon forget oitr conversation
of this nmmimi!-" replied Adeline; “and can
yoat think so lig u]g of me as to belicve T wonld
professa regard which I do not feell  1f, indeed,
‘ot ean believe this, 1 shall do well to forget that

gver mnde such an  acknowledgment; ‘and

you, that yowheard it . ;
_ *Forgive me, Adeline, forgive the doubts and
incensistencies 1 have betrayed: let the anxie-
ties of love, and the emergency of miy cirenm
stapces, plead for me.””  Adeling, smiling faintly
through lier tears, held out her hand, which ha
seized, nud pressed to his lips. “Yet do got
drive me to despair, by o rejection of my suit,”
continued Theodore; * think what T must suffer
to leave you here destitute of friends and pro-
tection.”

#1 am thinking how I may avold a situntion
50 deplorable,’” enid Adeline. “They say thera
isn convert, which veeeives boarders, within o
fow miles; and thitker I wish to go.”

““A convent!” rejoined Theedore, “would yon
go to i convent! Do you krow the persecutions
you would lie linkle to; and that if the '.‘Im':iui'a
should disgover you, there is little probability
that the superior would resist his authority, or at
least, Lis beibes?™
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“All this I have considered,” exid Adeline,
“umd om- prepored to enecounter it, rather than
enter intoan cogagement, which at this time can
be productive ouly of inizery to us both.'”

“ Al, Adelive! could you think fhus if you
truly fovedt 1 seo mysell abont to be sepa-
rated, and thal, peth%!'-s, for ever, from the ob-
ject of my tenderest affections—and I canuot Tnik
express all the anguish I {eel—1 caunot forbear
to re:j\eul. every orgument that moy alford even
the slightest possibility of alteriug your deters
wmiuation.  But you, Adeling, won look with gcoms
placency wpon o eircumstauce which tortures wng
with despair,™*

Addetine, whe bad long irvied to support her
spirita in his presence, while she adliered to o
résplution which resson suggested, lut which the
pleadings of her beart powesfully opposed, was
unnnble longer to command her distress, amd inurst.
into tears.  Theodore was in the game inouent
eonuvinced of his exor, and shocked at the gief
he had ocensioncd, He drew his eliair tovards
lier, and tal:i::;: hier hand, again entrented her
papdon, and endenvoured in tle tendérest necents
to-soothe and comiort her.—* What a wrelel
ws L to cuuse Em.: this distress, by questioning
that regard with whicl I can no louger douby
you honour me! Forgive me, Adeline; say but
you forgive me, ond whoiever may be the pain of
Lhis sepuration, T will ne longer oppose it,”

* You have given mesome pain,” said Adeling,
P hut you have not offended me™ —5She then
mentioned some farther parfienlars eoncerning
the convent.  Theodore endeavourcd to comcenl
the distress which the nppi‘nﬂch]ni sepapation
occisioned Lim, and to (:?1'-1“3!. with bier un these
plans with composure. His judgment by dogrees
prevailed over his padsions; snd he now pereciv-
ed ‘that the plan che sugmested wonld nﬂgr:l Ler
the best chance of eeeprity, e considered,
wihat in the first sgitation of his mind had es-
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caped him, that he might be condemned vpon
the charges brovght neninst him, und that his
death, should they have been married, wounld
not only deprive her of her protector, but leave
her more immedintely exposed to the designs of
the: Marquis, who wo doubitless attend his
{rial; and by this iméans diseover that Adeline
was agnin within bie reachs  Astonished that he
Dad not poticed this before, and shocked at the
unwariness by which he wmight bave betrayed
her mnto 5o dangerous a sitnation, he beeams nt
once veconcilod to the idea of leaving hier ina
convent. He could have wishied to place her in tha
asy nm of his own familys but the cireumstances
under which she must be introduced were so
awkerard and prioful, and, above all, the dig-
tamee ot which they résided would reénder a jour-
ney 59 lighly dangerous for her, that e forbore
to proposz it o entroated only that 'she woul
wllow him o wiite to her; hut vecollecting that
his letlers might be o means of betmying the
placo of ber residenco to the Manguis, he clock-
cd himself; 1 must deny mysell even this
melaneholy pleasure,” snid he, * lest my letters
shonid hetray your aboede; yot how shall T be
able to endure the impatienee and nneertainty to
which prudence condemns me! 1f you are in
dnnger, Ishall be ionorant of it; thonsh indeed
did 1 Inow it,” aid he with o look of despair, 1
eould not fly to save you. O exquisite misery!
*tis now only 1 pereeive all the hormors of gon=
finement—"tw now only that I understand all the
yalne of Hhorty ™

Hig uiteranes was interupted by the viclent
agitntion of his mind; e vese from his chuir, nod
wallied with guiel paces cliout the room, Ade-
dine fat, overeome by the description which The-
odore lind gives of hisapproaching sitnntion, sied
bﬁ' the consideration that she might remain in
the most ternble suspense concérning his fate,
She saw him in o prison—pale, emaciated, and in
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chains:—she saw all the vengennce of the Mar-
guis degcending upon him: and thin, for hig
noble exertions in her entse.  Thoodore, alarm
ed by the placid despair oxpressed i her couns
tenanee, threw himself into o chair by her's, aud
lnl.'iugnﬂer hand, attempted to gpeak comfore (o
Lers but the words faltered on his lips, and he
could only bathe her hund with tears,

Thia momrmful silenee wis mtﬂ‘mrteﬂ by the
arrival of a carriage at the inn; and Theodore,
arising, went to the windew tlmt opened inta thie
vard.  The darknas of the night prevented his
digtineuishing the ohjeete without; but o Light
new brought from the house showed him o car-
riage and four, aftended by zeévernl: servints,
Presently he saw o gentleman, wrapped up in &
roquolanre, nh’i:ht and enter the inn, and in the
next moment e heard the voice of the Marguis.

He had flown to suppert Adeline, who wos
einking with terror, when the doer opened, and
the Marquis, followed by the officers, and several
servants, entered. Fm'{ flashed from his eyes,
as they glanced upon Theodore, whe Imng aver
Adeline, with a:look of fearful zolicitnde ** Seize
that traitor,” said he, turning to the officers;
iLWhg’hnTﬁ you suffered him to remain hereso

11

":Fl am no traitor,” eaid Theodore, with & firn
voice, and the dignity of conscions worth, *“bet n
defonder of innoceice; of one, whom the treach-
ergus Mirquig de Montalt wonld destroy.’

* Obey your orders!® wpid the Marquis to the

cpfffcers.  Adeline shirieked, held faster by Thee
dore’s arm, aed éntreated the men pot to part
them, ‘*Foree only shall effeet if," said Theo-
dove, a8 he Jooked vound for somo instromoent
of defence; bt he could gee none: and in the
eime moment they surronnded and soized Nim,
Dread every thing from my vengeanee ! said
the Marquis fo Tlieodore, as he couglit the hand
of Adeling who had lost all power of resistnnce,
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and whs genveely sensible of what passed; ® dread
avery Lhing from my vengeance! you koow you
have deserved it
Wl defy your vengeancs!" eried Theodore,
“and droad only the pangs of conscicnee, which
your power eanuet infliet upon me, though your
vices condemn you to its tortures,'”
4Tk him instantly from the room, and sea
that Twe is strongly fettered,” snid the Marguis;
he shall goon lmown what o eriminal, who adds
insolence to puilt, may suffer’’'— Theodore, ex-
claiming, “Oh. Adeline! fareweill™ wos now
foreed ont of the room; while Adeline, whosze
torpid genses were rousad by his voiee, and lia
last looks, fell at the feet of the Marvguis, and
with tears of ageny implored compassion. for
Tlieodore: but her pleadings for his rival seemed
only to frritote the pride and exaszperate the
hatred of the Marquis. He denounced vengednce
on hig head, and imprecations toa dreadful for
the spirits of Adeline, whom he compelled to
rize: and then, endeavonriog to stifle the emo-
tions of rnge which the Fresrncu of Theodore had
expited, he began to address her with his wsual
exprossions of ndmiration. X
'ne wretehed Adeline, whe, vegardless of what
he s2id, still continued to plead for her unhappy
lover, was ot lensth alnrmed by the returning
raze which the countengnee of the Marguis ex-
prossad, anil exerting all her remaining strength
shesprung from Lis grasp towards lﬁe door o
the room; but Die seixed her hand before she
eould reach it, dnd regardless of her ehrieks,
biringing her back to her chair, was going to
speal, when voices were heard in the Pma 2y
end mimadiately the landlerd and his - wile;
whom Adeline’s criés hod alarmed, entered the
apartoient. The Marquiz turning fariously to
them, demanded what they wanted; but not
waiting for their answer, he bade them atlend
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hiim: and guitting the room, ehe heard the door
loeked npon her.

Adeline now ran to the windows, which were
unfastened, and opened inte the inn yacd. With-
outall was davk and silent.  She ealied alond for
help, but no person sppeared; and the windows
were =0 high, that it wos impossible to czcape
unasgisted. She walked about the room in an
npony of tervor and digtress, now stoppine to
listen, and fancying she heard voices dispiting.
belew, and now quickening hier steps; 08 sis-
pense increated the agitation of her mind.

She had continued i thiz state for nenr hof an
hour, when she saddenly heard a violent noise in
the lower part of the house, which bnerensed (il
all was vproar and confusion, People passed

nielly throngh the pnssages, ond doors. werae
requently apened and shut. Ehe galled, bat re-
ceived no answer. It immediately occurred to
lier, that Thesdore, kaving heard her seremus,
hiad attempted to come to her sssistance, and
that the bustle had been oecasioned by the appo-
gition of the offfcers, Knowing their fierceness
and cruelty, she wag soized with dreadful appre-
hiensiona for the life of Theodore.

A confuséd nproar of veices now sounded from
below, and the sercams of women convineed her
there was fghting; shie even thought she lLoard
the clashing of swords; the image of Theodore,
dying by the honds of the Marguis, now rose to
her imngination, and the tervars of suspenize hes
eama alinost insupportable.  She made a despe-
rote effort to force the door, and again eall for
lielp; hut her trembling hands were powerless,
and every person in the houge geamed to Le oo
much engaged even to hear her. A loud shrielc
now piereed lier cars, amd, amidst the tumult
that followed, she clearly distinguished deep
Fl'ﬂﬂ.us. This eonfirmation of her foars deprived

iex of il her remmining spirits, and growing faint,
ghe sunk almost Nfeless into a chair near the door



235 TUE MOMANCE OF THE FOREST.

The uproar gradually snbsided til' all was still,
but nobody retwrned te her. Scon after she
heard voiees in the yard, but she had no power
to walk scross the room, even to ask the gues-
tigng glie wislied, yet feared, to have answerad,

Alomt & quarter of an hour elnpsed; when the
doar was unlocked, and the hostess appeared with
n countennncens paleas death. * For God's sake.™”
saill Adeling, *tell me what las happesed? 18
lie wounded? Is ke killed?” 2

“He i5 not dead, Ma'amselle, but—" “He ig
dying thent=Tell ma where he is—let me g!a.“

“5top, Malamselle,” eried the hostess; * you
are to.stay here; 1 only want the hartshorn ont
of that cupboard there,”! Adeline tried to esea
liy the door, but the l:u’smlahing her nsida,
locked it, nnd went down stairs.

Adeline’s distress now entirely overcame her,

and she sat motionless, and scarcely conecious
that she existed, till ronsed by a sound of foot-
steps near the door, which was again opened, and
thiree mex, whom she knew to be the Marguis's
gervants, enterod, Slie had swffeient recollection
to repeat the questions she had asked the Jand-
!.nd{, but they nuswered only, that she must come
with them, awd that a chaise was swaiting for her
ot the door.  Still she urged hor questions. *Tell
me il he lives? eried she, ¥ Yes, Ma'amselle, ha
s alive, but he is teryibly wounded, and the sur-
i'zmm' i5 just eome to him,” ~As they spoke they
rried her along the passhre, and, without no=
licing her entreaties and supplications to know
whither she wns going, they hnd reachied the foot
of the stairs, when her-eries bronght severnl peo-
pla to the door. T'o these the hostess related,
that the lady was the wile of n genilemnn jost
arrived, who lind overtaken her in her fhght
with o gallant; an gecomnt which the Mamuis's
pervants earrobornted, “'Tis the peatleman who
has jnst fought the duel,” added the hostoss, “and
it wag on her seegunt,”
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Adeline, partly disdaining to take any notice of
this artful story, and partly from her desire to
know the particulars of what had haEpcne_EE, con-
tented hersalf with repeating her inquinies; {o
which one of the spectators at Inst replied, that
the gentleman was desperately womnded. The
Mavguis’s people wonld now have Lurried ler
inte the chaise, but she sunk lifeless in their
arms, and her condition so much interested the
humanity of the spectators, that, notwilhsﬂmm
their belief of what had been said, they opp
the effort made to carry ber, senseloss as she vag,
into the earriage.

She was at length taken into 2 room, and, by
proper applications, restored to hor senses. There
sho g0 enrneatly i.\'\':snuﬁl:t an explanation of what
had happened, that the hostess acquainted her
with some particulars of tho late rencounter,
* When the gentleman that was il heard you
etreams, Madame,™ said she, “he became quite
outragecus, a5 they tell me, and nothing could

him. The’ Marquis, for they say he is o
arquis, but you know best, was then in the
room with my husband and I, and when he
heard the uproar; he went down to see what was
the matter: and when he came into the room
where the C‘apm‘m wng, he found him struggliog
with the sergeant. Then the Captain was more
outragzeons than ever; and notwithstanding he
hindl one leg ehainod, and no sword, Le contrived
to got the sergeant’s eutlass out of the scabbaud,
and immediately flew at the Makqguis end wound-
edl him desperately: upon whiceh e wns seenrad ™
—*1t is the Marquis then who is wounded," said
Adeline, “the other pentleman is not hurt

%Mo, not he,” replied the Lostess, “but ha wiil
smart for it by-and-bye, for the Mapqnis sweury
b will do for him.”  Adeline, for & moment, for-

all her misfortunes and nll Lier danger in
thankfulness for the immedinte escape of Theo=
diore ; aand she was procesding to make some fie-
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ther inguiries eoncerning him, when the Mar-
wig's servante entered the room, and deelared
they conld wait no longer.  Adeline, now nwa-
kened to a sense of the evils with which she wag
threatened, endeaveoured ta win the pity of the
hostess, who, however, was, or affected to. be,
convineed of the tinth of the Murquis's stery,
wud, therefore, isensible to all she could wrge,
Amain she nﬂgireﬁsed the servants; bul in vain;
they worild neither suffer Iier to vomain longer ab
thie iny, or inform her whither hie wag ﬁui 'f;
biit in the Ero‘smm of geversl persons, alremiy
wejudiced by the injurions assertions of the
ostess, Adeline was hurried inte the chaise, and
her conductors mounting their horses; the whole
party wes very soon bevond the village,

Thus ended Adeline’s share of an adventure
Begrum with a prozpeet not ouly of security, bu
of Tappiness; an adventure, which had attached
her more cloasely to Theodore, and shown him o
be more worthy of her love; but which, at the
eame time, had distressed her by new disappoint-
wment, produced the imprisonmient of her pene-
rons - and now adered lover, and delivered both
himself and her into the pewer of a rival, irris
tated by delay, contempt, ond opposition.

CHAPTER XIIL

Tar surgeen of the place having examined the
Marquis’s wound, gave him an immediate opinion
upan it, and ovdered that he shonld be put to
Led: but the Marquis, 11l os he was, had searcely
any other appreliension than that of losing Ade-
Tine, nnd declared he shonld be abie to Degin his
journey in A fow hours.  With this intention, he
im.rl begun to give ovders for keeping horses in
readiness, when the surgeon persisting mnost se-
siousty, and even passionately, to cxclaim, that
his life would be the sacrifice of his rpshness, he
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was carried to n bed-chamber, where his valet
alone vwas permitted to attend Lim,

Thir man, the convenient confidant of ail his
intrizties, had been the chief instrument in assist-
ing Itis designs  concerning Adeline, and was, in-
dead, the very persen whe had breughit her to
the Marquis's villa on the borders of the forest,
Yo him the Marquis gave his forther directions
concerning her; and foreseting tha inconvenis
ence a8 well as the danger of detaining her at
the inn, lie had ordered him, with several other
sarvants, to cury, hee away immediafely in o
hired enrria%o. The valet havinﬁgwu to execute
Lig orders, the Marquis.was left to his own res
flections, and to the violence of contending pins-
giona,

The reproaches and continued opposition of
Theodore, the favourad lover of Adeling, had ex-
aeperated his pride, and roused all his malice.
He conld not for a moment consider this opposi-
tion, which was in some respects suceessful, with-
ot fecling an excess of mﬂignu.tiou and invata-
ey, snech as the prospect of a speedy revenge
m:mlq’l alone onable him to support.

When he had discovered Adeline’s escape from
the villa, his strprise at first equalled lis disap-
pointnent; and, after exhausling the paroxysm
of his rare upon his demesties, he despatched
thom all different ways in purguit of her, going
Liimeelf to the abbey, in the faint hope that, des-
titnte as shie was of other succour, she might have
fled thither., La Motte, however, being 85 much
surprised as himself, and ignorant of the routa
which Adeline had falen;, he returned to the
villa, impatient of intelliconce, nmd founid some
of his servants arrived, without fny news of Ade-
line and those who came nftervwards were ns sie-
cessiess ax the frst.

A fow (‘t:li‘s after, & Tetter Trom the Lieutenonts

lonel of the resiment informed hiny that Thoo-

ore liad guitted lis company, and had Leen for
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goma time abéent, nobody knew where.  This ine

formation, confirming a suspicion which hyd fre-

quently oeenrred to ham, that Theodore had been,

by same means or other, instrumental in the es-

cape of Adeling: all his other possions became,
for o time, subservient to hisrevenge, and e pave.
oriders for the immediate pursait and rchen=

sion of Theodore; but Theedere, in the mean

time, bad been overtaken and secured,

It was in conscquenece of having formerly ob-
gerved the prowing partiplify between him and
Adeline, and of intellizence received from La
Mlotte, who had nots their interview in the
forest, that the Marquis had resolved to remove
© rival so dangerous to his love, and 5o ]mﬂ to
be informed of Lis designs, He hiad therefore
told Theodore, in n manner-as plausible &3 he
eonld, that it would be nece for him to join
the regiment ;- A notice which affécted him only
#s it related to Adeline, and which seemed the
less extraordinary, a3 he had already been at the
villa o much ]onﬁcr time thanfwas nenal with the
ofticers: invited by the Marquis. Theodore; in-
deed, very well koew the charaeter of the Har-
quis, and had accepted his invitation rather from
an nnwillingness to show any disrespect to his:
Colonel by a refosal, than from o sapguine ex-
pectation of pleasure.

From the men who had apprehended Theo=
dore, the Marguis received the information,
which had énabled him to pursue and récover
Adeline; but, thouzh be had now effected this,
hie was internatly o prey to the corvosive effccts
of dizappointed passion and exaspemted ide.
The auguish of his wonnd was almost forgotten
in that of his mind, and every pang he felt soem-
el to incrense his thirst of vevenpe, and to receil
with new torture upon his heart, While he was
in this state, he heard the voiee of the innocent
Adetine imploring protection; but her eries ox-
cited in lim neither pity o remorse; and when,
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soon after, tho carringe drove away, ani ho wasg
certain both that she was secured, and Theotdors
was wretehed, he seemed fo foel some cessation
of mental ugoug

Tliendore, indesd, did suffer all that a virtuons
miind, labauring under oppression so severe, could
feely but he wag, ot loast, free from thoee invete-
rate and malignant passions which tore the bosom
of the Marquis, and whicl infliet upon the pos-
Eexe0r o punishient rnoce severe than any they
can prompt him to imoziue for ouother.  What
indignation he might feel towards-the Marquis,
was ot this time secondary to his anxiety for
Adeline.  His epptivity was painful, as it pre-
vented his seelking n just and honcurable revenge:
Tt it was dreadfal, s it withheld him from at-
tompling the vrescue of her whoem he loved more
than life. ;

Wien o higard the wheels of the carrisge that
contained her drive off; hie felt an agony of de-
gpair which almost overcame bis reason. Even
the stern hearts of the soldicrs who attended
him were not whally fnsensible to his wretclied-
ne_'ss,)n.ud by venturing fo Lleme the conduet of
the Marqu aft endeavoured to consele their
prisoner. The physician, who wos just arrived,
entered the room, doring this pa‘oxyem of hid
distress, and both fecling and expressing much
coneern ot his condition, Mpubved with sirong
surprise why he had been thus precipitately re-
moved to 2 reom so very unfit for his recoption]

Theodors e:q;}la:‘npﬁ to: him the reienn of tlis,
of the distress he snffered, and of the ehaivs by
which lie was disgraced ; nnd percéiving the phy-
giinn latened o him withoattention and econi-

nesion, lia hetame désirows of aequainting him
writh some farther particulars; for whieh purpose
hie. desired T.lﬂif: 0l SIE]EL:O loave the rou-u&. h‘i'lm
meon, eomyplying wit request stationed they-
gelves on It,Jm oﬁtnide of theqduu:-.

He theu related all the partienlars of thae lala
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transactions, and of his connexion with the Mar-
quis. The physicinn attended to his narrative
with deep concern, and his countenance fre-
gmmtl,'..' exprossid slro:? n‘?tnﬁm. When "Thee-

e canalided, e remained for some tine silenk
and lost in thonght: at length, awaking from his
reverie, he said; * 1 fear your Situstion is despe-
vete, The chareter of the Marquis is too well
known to suffer him either fo be loved or respect-
ed; from such a man you Iave wothing to hope,
for ho lhas scarcely auy thing to fear, 1 wigh it
was in my power to serve you, but I'sec no pos-
aibility of it

“ Afast™ said Thoodore, “my situation s indeed
desperate, and—for that suffering angel ™—deep
sobig Dnterrupiod his voiee, and tho violence of
Lis acifation would not allow hiin te proceed.
The plivsician could enly express the sympathy
be folt for his distress, and enfrect him too be
mdre enlm, when o gervant entered the reom
from the !ifnrqltix, who desired to see the physi-
cian iminediately, After some Lime, he sald hae
wonld “attend the Marguis; pnd having cadea-
voured to altoin n degree of composure, which
he found it difficult to assume, ho wrang the
hand of Theodore and 1]uitt¢|1 the yoom, proJois-
ing to return before he left the house, .

He found the Marquis mueh agitated bhotl in
body -and mind, and rather more apprehensive
for the consequences of the womud than he had
expected.  His anxiety for Thecdore wow s*.}z-
gosted o plan, hg thy exeention of which ho
hoped he might be able to serve hime Maviog
felt his patient’s pulse, and asloed somne questions,
he asseined o very sérious look, when the Mar-
guis, who watehed every turn of his counten-
ance, dosired he wonld without hésitation speak
his opinion. .

_ %1 am sorry to alorm you, my Lord, but here
is some reason for apprehension: how long is it
ginee you reccived the woundi™”
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*Good God! theve iz daoger then!" eried tha
Marquis, addine some bitter execrations against
Theedore.—" Thors certainly i danger,” rojlied
the physiciang “a fow hours way emﬂ @ me to
deternnue its degree.”

A few hours, Sir!” intermipied flie Marguis;
“a few howrz!™ The physicinn entreated him to
b rizobe ealmy, * Confiesmn!’” eriod the Marguis.
A manin health niny, with great cemposure
entrent o dying mnn to be ealm, Theodore wi
Le broke npon the wheel for it, however,”

“ Vo mittake me, Sin" eaid the physician,
et | he“wﬂiﬁm n li}li"? man, or, intdesd, ver
uear death, Tshould wot have spolten ns 1 did,
But it 4 of conseguence | should know how long
the wound hag been inflieted” The Momguid's
terrors now began to subside, and he puvé ocic-
cumstantinl acconnt of the affray with Theodore,
rapresenting that bo Tnd beeu basely wged in on
affair whore his ewn conduct Bud been Fm:l'cllr

22t aind humane. . The physiclan heard this re-

tiom with preat coolncss, aud when it concluded,
without making any conument upoy it, told the
Marquis he would preseribe o medicine which he
wighad him to take immpdintely.

The Marquis ngnain alavmed by tHe sravity of
his manner, entreated ho would declare 1nost
geviously, whether ke thought him fn immediate
danger.  The phiysician hesitated, and the anxi-
ety of the Jarquis increased: it = of eonse-
gquenea,' sail he, " that Tshould know my exact
situalion.” The physicion thoncsaid, that if ho
bad any worldly affiirs to s=ttle, it woull be as
well to attond to them, for tiat it a3 impossible
o sy what might be the evenst,

He then tornéd the dizcourse, and sxid ha had
Jugt been with the youne officer under arrest,
Wiy, lie hoped would ot e romtoved ot st
a8 such A provedure st endanger Lisdife.. The
Marquis uttered & dreadful eatl, aud cursing
Theodore for hnving hrowsht hiu to bis prescut
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condition, said, o should depart with the guard
that mrﬁ night. Againgt the cruelty of this sen-
tence, the physicisn ventured to expostulate;
and endenvouring to pwaken the Marvquia tooa
gsense of humanity, plended earnestly for 7T heg-
dore. Buot these entreaties and nrguments seem-
ed, by displaying to the Marguis & part of his:
own charneler, to rouse his rescntment, and re-
kintdle all the viclence of his passions.

The physician b length withdrew in despon-
deney, after promising: ab the Marquis’s vequest,
not to leave the jun.  He had hoped, by exagper-
ating His donger, lo obtain some advantaees, both
for Adeline apd Thegdore; bt the plan had

vito a contrary effect: for tlie apprebension of
death, so dreadiul to the puilty mind of the Mar-
qnlﬁ mstead of awnkening penitence, increaned
his desire of vengeanes agningt the man who had
reduced him to such a situntion. He determined
to have Adeline conveyed where Theodore,
should he by any aceident escape, eould never
obtain her; and thos to secure-to himself, at
least, some means of revenge, Ie koew, how-
ever, that when Theodore was onee safely con-
veyed to his regiment; his destruction Wwas cer-

n: for should Le even he uc:iuil'.tﬂd of the
intention of deserting, e would be condemned
for having assanlted Tiis superior oficer,

Thie physician returned to the reom whero
Theodore was confloed,  The violence of hisdis-
troes wing pow snbsided into a sterm dezpalie more
dveadful than the vehemence which hasd latet
sosseszed Him.  The puand, in com'l\iimcc il
s reuest, havisg left the voom, the physician
repented to him some part of lis ¢anversation
with the Marguis, Theodore, nfter expressng
hiz thanls, s, le Tad aothing wore to hope.
Yor himsdlf he folt little; it was for his family,
and for Adeling he suffered. e fnguired what
route she hod taken, aml though he had no pros-
pect of deriving advaniage from the inforication,
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desired the physician to assist hin in obtaining
it; but the landlord and his wife either were, or
affected Lo Tm,I:gnoruul of the matter, and it wog
in vain to apply to any other person,

The sergeant uow eute with orders from
the Mavquis for the immediste departure of
Theodore, who heard the mesage with compo=-
sure, though the plyvsician could not help ex-
préssing lus indignntion nt this precijitite re-
moval, and hag dread of the eonsequences that
mnight attend it.  Theedore il searcely time to
deglove his' gratitude for the kindwess of this
valunble friend, before the soldiers entercd the
reom to conduet him to the carviage in waiting,
As he bade him farewell, Theodore slippid log
purss inte his hawd, and turning abraptly away,
told the seldiers to lead ong Lut the phiysician

stopped Bim, owd refused the present with such

serious warmth, that he was compellad to re-
sume it he then wrung the hand of lus new
friend, and, being unable to epeak, hunied away,
The whole party inmmedintely set off, and the
unhappy Theodore was left to the remembimpes
of his past hopes and sufferings; to his anxicty
for the fate of Adeline; the contemplation of s
preseut wretchedness, and the apprehension of
what might be reserved for hun in future.
For himself, indeed, he saw mothing but de-
struetion, and was only relieved front totnl des-
f-::u', by @ feeble hope that she, whom he
oved better than himself, might one time enjoy
that lappiness, of which Le did not veuture to
look for & participation.

CHAPTER XIV.
Meaxwiine the persecuted Adeline continued

Lo travel, with little interruption, all night.  Hoer
mind suffered such n]ri;uuull of griefy vegret,
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despair, and terror, that she conld not ba said to
think. ~ The Marquis’s valet, who had
himself in the cliniss with her, at first seomed in-
clined to m'llf*:t: Imt her innttention soon silenced
him, and loft her to the indulgence of her own
mizery.

They scemed to travel through obsenr® lanes
and bye-ways, along which the carriage drove as
furiously as the darkness weuld poermit: when
the down appesred, she perceived herself on the
Trorders of » forest, and renewed her entreatiesto
know whither she was gqinﬁ. The man replied,
he lindl no orders to tell: but she wonld saon
see, Adeline, who had hitherto gsupposed they
were carrying her to the villa, now begam to
doubt it; and nsevery pluee pppeared less termi-
ble to her imagivation than that, her despair
Lieznn to abate, nnd she thonght only of the
devated Theedore, whom she knew o be the
vietim of mahice and revenge. .

They now entered upon’ the farest, and it op-
curred to her that she was going to the abbey;
for though she had no remembrance of the see-
gery throush which she passed, it was not the
less probable that this was the forest of Fortane
ville, whose boundaries wers hy mach too exten-
Eivesto have come within the eiréle of hor former
walks, This conjecture vevived a tervor, little
infeior to that ocessionad by the tden of going to
the villa; for at the abbey she would he Dtmﬂdl}‘
in the power of the Marqnis, and also in that of
her cruel enemy, La Motte, Hor mind revolted
at the pietnra her faney drew, and as the ear-
riage moved under the shades, she threw from
the window a look of enger nquiry for some:
object whicl might confirm, or destrow, her pra-
sent surmise; she did not Iong leok, before an |
opening in the forest showed her the distant
towers-of the abhey—"T nm, indeed, lost, then!™
eaid she, barsting into tears.

They were soon at the fook of the Inwa, and
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Peter was seon running to open the gate, at
which the earriage stopped. When he saw Ade-
line, he locked surpriscd,’and made an effort] to
apeak; but the eliaise now drove up to the abbey,
where, at the door of the kall, La Maotte I
appeared, As headvanced to take her from the
carriage, an wniversal trembling séized her; it
was with the utmest difficulty she supported
herself, andd for somie moments ghe neither ob-
served his contitenanee, or heard his voice. He
pffered lLis srm to assist lier inte the abbey,
which she at first refused, bnt hoviog tottered o
fow paces, was obliged to accopt: they then
entered the vaulted reom, where, sinking into o
chnir, o flogd of tears came to "her relief. La
Motte did not intereopt the silence; which con-
tinned for seme time, bt paced the room in
sceming agitation, When Adeline was suffi-
ciently rocovered to notice external objeets, she
observed Lis ¢ountenance, and there matf the
tumnnlt of his ssul, while he was strupgling 1o
assume o firmness, which his Letter feclings op-
X La Motte now toel: her hand, and would have
led her from the room; but she stopped, and
with a Jind of despernte cournze, made an effort
to engaze him to pity, and to gave her, Heinter-
rupted her, * Itis not in my power,” 8aid he; in
a yoico of emption; % I am not maaster of myself,
or my conduct; inguire no farther—it i5 sufl-
cicut for vou to lmow that I pity you; more I
cannot do.”  He gave her no time to reply, buk
taldng her hand, led her to the stairs of the
tower, and fram thence to the chamber she bhad
formerly ocoupied.

¥ Here you Diust vemain for the present,” said
he, “in o confinement which 8 perhaps almost a3

voluntary on my part as it can be on yours,
am willing to render it 08 ensy as paesible, end
?;-B}hmfnra criered somie books to be brought
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Adeling mdae an effort to speak, ut he hnr-
ried from the room, !Eﬂ'lﬂ]llﬁl}' nshamed of the
art ie kad undertaken, and unwilling to trist
imzelf with her tears. She heard the door of
the ehamber locked, and then, looking towands
the windows, pereeived they were secured: %
door that led to the other apartments wie ol
fastened.  Such preparation r security shocked
her; and, hopeless as she had long believed her-
gelf, she now perceived her mind sink deoperin
gapair,  When the tears sho shed had some-
wwhat refioved her, and hev thoughts could twn
from the subjeet of her immediate concern, she
wiig thankful for the total seclusion allotted her,
ginge it would spare her the pain ghe must feel
in the prescnce of Monsienr and Madanie La
Motte, and allow the unvestrained indulgenee of
her own sorvow and reflection; reflection which,
liowever distressing, was preferable to the agony
inflicted on the mhl&. when, agitated by care and
fear, it is obliged to assume an appesrance of
tranquillity. )

In about a guarter of am hour, her chamber
door was unlocked, and Annette appeared with
refreshments and books: she expressed satisfac-
tion at seeing Adeline again, but seemed feu
of speaking, knowing probably that it was con-
irary to the orders of La Motte, who, she said,
was waiting ot the bottom of the stairs. When
Annette was gone, Adeline took fome refresh-
mmgi which was indeed necessary; for she bad
a5t
ensed, bub Dot surprised, that Madawme La
ilol.m did not appear, who, it was evident, shun-
ned her from o consciousness of her own ungenae-
rous conduct; o consclousness which offered
some presumption that she was still not wholly.
unfriendly to her, She veflected upon the words
of La Motte, ¥ 1 am not master of mysalf, or my

conduet,” and though they afforded her no hope,.

ghe derived some comfort, poor as it was. from

nothing since she left the inn, She wag
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the belief that he pitied her. After some time
gpeiit in miserable reflection: and various conjecs
tures, ler long-agitated spirits seemed to demand
repose, and she Iaid down to sléap.

Adeline slept quietly for several hours, and
awole with a mind refreshed and tranguillized.
To prolong this temgarm-%.:feace, and to prevent,
therefore, the intruston of her own thoughts, she
examined the books La Motte had sept her:
ainong these she found some that, in happler
times, had elevated her mind and interested her
heart: thelr effect was now wenkened; they
were still, however, able to goften for 4 time the
eense of hor misfortunes, - [

But this Lethean medicine to a wounded mind
was but of temporary effect; theentrance of Le
Motte dissolved the illusions of the pige, and
awalkened her to a sense of her own situation.
Heeame withi food, and having placed it on the
table, lefe the reom without speaking, Again
she endeavenred to vead; but his appenrance
had broken the enchantment=bittér refiection
returned to her mind, and brought with it the
image of Theodore—af Theodore lost to Ler for

ek

Lo Motte, meanwhiie; experienced all the ter
rors that could be inflicted by o conscience not
wholly hirdened to guilt.” Ho had been led on
by passion to dissipation—and from dissipation
to vice: but having once touched the borders of
infamy, the progressive steps followed each other
fust, ood he mow saw himself the pander of &
villain, and the beunayer of an innocent givl
whom every pled of justice and hunsanity ea led
upon him te protect. He contemplated his pic-
ture—nie shrunk from i, but he could change its
dfﬂfug‘rr_nty anly by an eflfort too nobly daving for
a mind already effeminated by habitual indul-
gence.  He viewed the dangerous Inbyrinth into
which he was lod, and perceived, as if for the
first time, the progression of his guilt; from this
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labyrinth he weakly imagined iil.rtherrﬁum could
alone extricate him. Instend of employing his
mind upen the means of saving Adeline de=
struction, and himeolf from being instrumental to
it, he endepvoured ooly Lo lull the pangs of con-
science, and to persuade himself into o belief,
that he must proceed in the course he had be-

n. He knew himself to be in the power of tha
g‘[’lnrquii, and he dreaded that power more than
the sure, though distant, punishozent that awaits
upon guilt,  The honour of Adeling,. and the
quigt of his own conscience, lie consented to bar-
ter for o few yeors of existence.

He was ig;mmnl of the present illness of tho
Marquis, or he would have perceived, that there
was a chines of eseaping the threatened punish-
ment &t a price less enormous than infamy, and
he would perhaps have endeavoured to gave
Adeling and himself by flizht. But the Marguis,
foresecing the possibility of this, hnd ord hig
servants earefully to eanceal the cirenmstanes
which detained Limgand to acquaint La Motte,
that he should be at the abbey in o few days;: o
the same time direeting his valet to await L.im
there. Adeline, 83 he expeeted, had neither in-
clination or opporiunity to mention it, aud thus
La Motte vemamed ignorant of the cliroumstances
which might have preserved him from farther
guilt, and Adeline from misery.

Most unwillingly bad La Motte nequainted hig
wife with the action which had made him nheo-
lutely dependent upon the will of the Marquis;
But-the perturbation of his mind partly be{myed
him: frequently in is gleep he muttered incohe-
rent sentences, aml froquently would start from
glumber, -nnd eally in passionate  exelimation
WO Adeline.. Thiess instances of » disturbed
mind, had alarmed ond tarifed Mmlsme La
Motte, who watched while he slept, nnd soon
gnthen:d from hig words a confused idey of the

farquis's desigoy,
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Ehe hinted her suspicions to La Matte, who re-
proved her for having entertained them: buot his
manner, instead of repressing, increased Yer fears
for Adeline; fears which the conduct of the Mar-
qifs gpon confirmed.  On the night that he slept
at the abbey, it bad oecurred to her, that what-
ever scheme was in agitation would then most
probably be disenssed, and anxiety for Adeling
made her stoop to o meanness which, in other cir-
cutastances, would have been despicable. Sho
quitted her room, nnd, eoncealing horself in an
apartment adjoining that in which she had lofe
the Marquis and her husbond, listened to their
diseourge, It turped u the subject she had
expected, and digclozed to her the full extent of
their desigus, Terrified for Adeline, and shoek-
ed at the guilty wealmess of Lo Motte, she was
for some time ingapable of thinking, determin.
ing how te proceed. She koew ler husband to
be under great abligations to the Marqguis, whose
territory thus afforded him o shelter from the
world, and that it was in the power of the former
to Getrny Lim into {he hands of his encinjes,
She believed also that the Marguis wonld do this
if provoked; vebshe thought, upon such an ocs
casion, La Motte might {inid ome way of appeas-
inz the Marquis, without subjecting himself to
dishonour. After some farther reflection, her
mind became more mmll.:lm' and she returoed
to her chamber, where La Motte soon followad,
Her spirits, however, were not then in o state to
eneousntey either his t'i.lslnleo.sm-e or his opposition,
which she had too much reason to expect, when-
ever she sliould mention the sabject of her con-
cern: and she therefore resolyved wot to notice it
till the morra,

On the morrow she told La Motte all he hod
uttercd in his dreams, @nd mentioned other
cirenmstinees, which convinced him it was in
wain any longer to deny the truth of her appre-
hension®, Shea then represented to him how pos-
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sible it was to avoid the infamy into which he
was about to_plunge, by mﬂing the ferritories
of the Marnuis; and pleaded so warmly for Ade-
fine, that La Motte, in sullen silenée, appeared to
meditate upon the plan.  His thoughis were,
however, very differently engaged, H

scious of hn ne descrved from the Mlarquis o
drendful punishiment, and koew that 3f he exas-
perated I{,im by refusing to acguiesce with his
wishes, he bad little to expeéct from flight, for
the cye of justice and revenge would pursue
him with indefatignble regearch,

Ln Motte meditated how to break this to his
wife; for he perceived that there was no other
method of connteracting her yvirtuous compassion
for Adeline, and the dapgerous consequences Lo
L pxpected from it, than by opposing it with
terror for his safety; and this conld he dono only
by showing her the full extont of the evils that
nist attend the resentment of the Marguis. Viee
hnd nat vet so entively dikened his conscience,
but that the Dlush of shame stained hig cheek,
aml his tomgue faltered, when lie would bave
told his guilt. -At lengtli, Gndmg it impossible te
wention particnlars, e told her that, on aecount
of an affnic which no entreaties should ever in-
duce him to expltin, his 1ife was in the power of
the Marquis, *You see the alternative,' said
hey " inke your choice of evils; and, if yon cnn,
tell Adeling of her danger, and saerifica my life
to save her from a siteation, which mony would
be ambitious to obtain’—Madame Lo Motte,
condemned to the horrible alternntive of permit-
ting the seduetion of innosence, or of dooming
her hmshand to destruction, suffered a distraction
of thought which defied all control. Perceiving,
hawever, that pn apposition 1o the designs-of the
Marguis would ruin La Maotte, and avail Adeline
%ittie. she determined to :,'ielf! and endure in gi-
enee.

At the time when Adeline was plinsing her
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escapd from the abbey, the significant looks of
FPeter had led Lo Motta to suspect tha truth, and
to observe them more closely. He had secn
them ﬁrmte in the hall in nipmrm]t confusion,
and had afterwards observed them conversing
together in the cloisters, Circumstances s0 un-
usual, Jeft him not o doubt that Adeling had dis-
eovered ler dangor, and was coneerting with
Peter some means of escipe, Affecting, there-
fore, ta be informed of the whole affair, he charg=
el Peter with treachery towards himself, aud
threatened him with the vengeance of the Map-
guis, if he did not disclose all he koew. The
menncs intimidated Peter, and, sapposing that
all chones of assisting Adeline was pone, Lo
made a cireumstantial confession, and promuscd
to forbear dequainting Adeline with the digeo-
very of the scheme.  In this promize he was so-
conded by inelination; for ha feared to meet the
displeasure which Adeline, belioving ho had be-
trayed het, might express. |

Jn the evening of the day on which Adeline's
intended eseape was discovered, the Marquis de-
gigned to como 10 the abbey, and it hoad been
agreed that he should then take Adeline to his
villa, La Motte hnd immedistely perceived the
advantageof pevmitting Adeline to repair, in the
belief of being undiscovered, to the tomb. It
wonld prevent mueh disturbapee and opposition,
and spare himself the pain he must feel in her
presence, whiett she thould know that he had lie-
trayed her, A servant of the Marguis might go
4t the eppointed houy to the tomb, and, wrapt in
the disgnise of night, might take her quietly
thenece, in the charaeter of Poter. Thaes, with-
out 1'e§ie.muce, shig wonld be emried to the villa,
nar discover her mistake till it was too late to
prevent its consequencs,

When the Marfuis did arrive, La Motte, who
was not 50 much intoxicated by the wine he had
drank so as to forget his prudenee, informed him
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of what bad bappencd and what he had planned ;
nnd the Marquis approving it, his sérlg'at. was
made nequainted with the signal which after-
wards betrayed Adeling to his power,

A deep ponseionspess of the unworthy neutrali-
iy zhe lnd observed in Adeline’s conoerne, mado
Madime La Motte anxiously aveid sccing her,
now that she was again in the dbbey. Adeling
understood this conduct, and rejoiced that she
was spared the suguish of meeting her 05 an_ene-
mi‘,whu-m elie had onee loved nz a friend;  Seve-
1al days now passed in selitude, in miserable ro-
troepection, and drendful expectation. The pe-
rilous gituation of Theodore was almost the con-
stant subject of her thoughts. Often did she
Lreathe an agonizing wish for his safelty, and
often look round the sphere of possibility in
senreh of hope: but hopo had almost left the hg-
rizon of her prospect, and when it dida it
hovered only over the death of the Marquis,
whose vengeance threatened most certain de-
struction. -

The Marquis, meanwhile, Iny at the inn o
Baux, in_a state_of'a very douliful recovery.
The physicion and surgeon, neither of whom he
would dismiss; nor suffer to leave the vi
proceeded upon "contrary principles, and the
pool effect of what the one prﬂﬁcrril:‘ur.-gl, wag fro-
quently counterscted by the injudicious treat-
ment of the other, Humanity alone prevailed
en the physician to continoe his attendance.
The malady of the Marguis was dlse. heightened
by the impatience of his temper, the terrors of
death; aud the ircitation of his passions,  One
momeant ho believed himeself dying, another he
eonld gearcély be prevented from attempting fo
follow Adeling to the abbey. So various wera
the fluctuntions of his mind, and so rapid the
schemes that suceesded sach other, that his pas-
sions worg in a continual state of condlict, The
physicinn attempted to convince him, that his re=
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covery preatly depended npon Ernnqluiﬂ.ity, and
to prevail v him to ottempt, at least, some
command of his feelings: but he was Soon si-
lenced, in hopeless disgust, by the impatient an-
swers of the Marguis. ’

At length, the servant who had caried off
Adeline returned, and the Marquis havipg order-
ed him into his chambor, asked go many ques-
tionsin o breath, that the man knew mot which
to snawer. He pulled o folded gnpt'r from his
poeket, which he said had been dropped in the
chaise by Mademoisells Adeling, and ns he
thought liis Lordship wonld like to see it, hoa had
taken care of it The Moarguis stretched forth
his band with eagerness, and received & nete al-
dressed to Thepdore, On perceiving the super-
seription, the agitation of jealous rage for a mo«
ment overcame him, and he held it i his hand
unable to open it. ) .

He, however, broke the séal, and found it to ba
a note of inguiry, written 'b% Adeline to Theo-
dore during his illness, and which, by some noei-
dent, she lind been prevented from fending Lim,
The tender solicitude it expressed for-his reeo-
very stung the soul of the Marguis, and drew
from hima comparison of hey !abhngs on the 1i1-
nezs of hig rvival and that of himsolf, “Sho
could be scliciious for Ais vecovery,” said he,
* hut for mine, she only dreads 1£." " As if willin
to prolong tho pain this little billet had exeited.
he then read it again, Again he cnrsed his fate,
gud oxeerated lis rival, giving himself up, ns
uspuil, to the t.z:nns[mr:s_ufoms passion. Ho was
going to throw it from him, when his c}'es,cnaﬁm
the sepl, and he locked earnestly at it. His
nnﬁm- seemed now to have subsided; he deposits
ed the note earefully iu his |1vocimt-bﬂak, and was
for some time lost in thonght.

After many duys of hopes and feavs, the
strength of his constitution overcame his illness,
and he was well enough to wiite severnl letters,
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ona of which he immediately sent off to pre%gm
La Motte for his reception. The same policy
which had prompted bim to comceal his illness
from La Motte, now nrged him to say, what he
knew would not happen, that he should reach
tie abhcy on the day afler his sepvant, Ie re-
peated his injunction, that Adeline should be
strictly puarded, amd remewed lis promises of
reward for the futore serviees of Lo Motte,

La Motte, to whom cach succeeding day had
Tronglht new surprise anid perplexity concerning
the alsenee of the Marquis, received this notice
with uneasiness: for he had hegun to Lope that
the ?-In.rqu'm had alteredd his intentions concerns-
ing Adeline, being either engaged in some new
adventurs, o obliged to visit his estales in gronme
distaul previnee: lie would have been willing
thus to have got rid of an affair which was to
reflect so muel dishonour on himself,

T'his bope now vanished, and he divected Ma-
dawe to prepore for the reception of the Mar-
quis. Ad?:li::e passed these days i oostate of
suspense, which wns now cliceretd by hope, amd
now darkened by despair., This delay so much
exceeding hel expectation, seemed to prove, that
the illoess of the Marguis was dangerous; and
when she looked forward to the cousequences of
his recovery, she conld not be sorry that it was
ko, 5o odiois was the idea of him to her mind,
thiat shie would ot sufier her lips to pronounce
his pame, nor make the inquiry of Aunneile,
whiich was of suel consequence to her peace.

It vas-aliout 0 week after the receipt of the
Masquis's letter, that Adeline one day sow from
her window @ parfy of bLorseowen enter the
aventle, aind knew them to Le the Marquis and
Liz sttemlants.  She votired from the window o
a state of wvind pot to be described, and E'En].si:u.:
in ;i ehoir, was for some time searcely conscions of
the objects avoved her, When she liul recovered
from the firsl teivor which his appedrayce ex-
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cited, she again totteved to the window; the
imrt_v was not in sight, bnt she heard the tramp-
ing of hovses, and koew thot the Marqeis had
wound vound to the great gate of the abibey.
She addregsed herself to heaven for support and
protection, and, ber mind being now somewhat
composed, gt down (o wait the event,

Lo Motte received the Marguis with expres-
gions of surprise st his long n ey and the
lntter, mevely saying he had been detained by
illness, procecded to mquire for Adeline. He
was told she was in her chamber, from wlience
ehe might be summoned if he wished to see her.
The Marquis hesitated, and at length exensed
Limself, but desired she might be strictly watch-
ed. * Perhaps, my Lord,” said La Motte, smi-
ling, * Adeline’s obstinacy has been too powerful
fur vour passion; yon geem less interested con-
cerningr Loy than formerly.”

S0, by woomeans? replicd the Marquis, “she
interests me, it possible, more than ever: so
much, indead, that I connot have Lier too closﬂ{
puarvded; amd I therefore beg, La Motte, tha
you will guffer o one to attend her, Lut when
you can obgerve them yourself. Is the room
where she s copfined sufficiently secure?” La
Motte assured him it was; but at the same time
expreseed hig wish that she was removed Lo tha
il 1§ by any means™ said he, * she should
contrive to eseape, I know what 1 must ex-
et from your displeasure; and this veflection

eeps my mind in continual anxiety.”

5 This removal caunet be ot present,” enid the
Marquis; *she i3 safer here, and you do wrong
to disturh yourself with auy apprehiension of ber
escape, if ler chinmber is really 50 secure as yon
represent it :

* I'ean have no motive for deceiving you, iy
Lord, on this point.” .

“1 do not suspect you of any,” said the Mar-
quis; * guard her carefully, and trust me she will
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not escape. I can rely upon my valet, and if
vou wish it, he chall remain here” La Mo
thought there conld be no cecazion for him, aud it
was agreed that the man should go home,.

The Marqguis, after remmising about half an
hour in conversation with La rhuﬂe, left the
abhey, nnd Adeling saw him depart with o mix-
ture of surprise and thankfulness that almost
overcame lier. She had waited in miomentar
expecintion of being summoned to appear, an

lieen ‘endeavonring to grm hersell’ with re-
solution to support bis presence.  She had listen-
od to overy veice that sounded from’ below, and
ot evory siep that ovessed the p."w;aglt;. lier heart
had palpitoted with dread, lest it shonld be Ln
Motte coming to Iead her to the Marquis. This
state of suflering had been prolonged almost be=
yond her iner of enduring it, when she heard
volees under her window, and: rising, saw the
Alnrquis vide away, After giving utterance to
the foy and thankiulness that swelled her hesrt,
glie endeavouved to account for this eircum-
stanee, which, considering what had passed, was
cortainly very strange. It appeared indeed
whaolly inexplicable, and afier nitch fruitiess in-
quiry, she quitted the su'hj]eut, endeavonring- to
perenade herzelf that it could portend only good.

The time of La Molte's usnal visitation now
drew near, and Adeline oxpeeted it in the
trembling hope of hearing that the Marguis-had
ceaspd his perscentions but he was, as wsnal,
sullen and sifent, and it was not till ho was abount
toqpit the room, that Adeline had the conrags
to inguire, when the Marquis was expected
again.  La Alotte, epening the deor to depart,
replied, * On the following doy;” and Adeling,
whom fonr and delicacy embmrassed, gaw ehe
could obtain no intelligence of Theodore bt Ly
a cirect question; she lodkel earnestly, as if she
would bave spoke, and La Matte stopped; but
ghe blushed and wes still silent, till upon lis
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ngain nbtempling to leave tho room, sho fuintly
called him haclk, =

“ L would S zaid ‘she, “after that nnfor-
tonate chevalier who has ineurred the resent-
ment of the Marguis by nndenwuﬂng to serve
we,  Has the Mayquis mentioned him!"?

4 11e has,” replied Lo Motte; * and your indif-
ference towards the Marguis is now fully exs
plaingd.”

¥ Since T must feel resentment towards those
who injure me,” endd Adeline, “ I mny surely be
allowed to be grateful to these who serve me.
Had the Marquis desorved my esteem, he wounld
protbly have }»nasiv!‘-sed (gl

“ Well, well,” snid La Motte, © this voung here,
this Theodore, who, it scems; has been hrave
enongly to lifs his arm against his colomel, is
talcen care of, and, I doubt not, will soon be sens
gihle of the volee of his (Lu'm_ﬂtism..” Indigna=
tion, prief, and fear, stropried in the bosem of
mteiinq: ghe disdiined to pive La BMotie an

opportunity of pgain profating the name of
epdore; yet the uncertainty under which she
labonred, u her to inguire, whether tha
Marquis had heard of him ginee he left Baux,
* Yes,” enid La Motte, # he las been’ safely car-
ried to lis *egimont, where he is confined till the
Murvgunis ean attend to nppear against him."”
loline had neither power nor inclination to
inquire farther, amd La Motte guitting the eham-
hor, sha wis Tett to the misery he had renewed.
Theugh this information eonfained no new cirs
cumstancs of misfortune, (for she now heard
condirmad what she had tlways expected), o
weight of new sorrow seemed fa fall upon her
henrt, and she perceived that she had uncon
-sciously eherishad o latent hope of Theodore’s
escape, before he reached the place of his desti-
nation. All hope was now, liowever, gone; ho
wag sufforing the misories of & prison, and the
tortures of apprehousion, both for his ewn life
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and her gafety. She pictured {o herself the davie
damyp dungeon where he lay, loaded with chaios,
aindl pale with siekness and grief; she heard him,
in a volee that thritled her heart, call upon her
name, and raise hisc to heaven in silent sup-
plication: she gaw the Rh[.'lui.sh of his pounte-
nanes, the tears that fell slowly on his cheek;
and remembering, at the same time, the gene-
vous conduct that bad brought him to this abyss
af misery, snd that it was for her sake he suf-
fered, grief resolved itself into d ir, her tears
ceaged to flow, and ghe sunk silently into a state
of drezdful torpor.

On the morrow the Marquis arrived and des
sarted as Lefore. Several days then elapsed, and
1o did not crpear, till one evening, as La Motte
and his wife were T their usual sicking-roowmn, he

enterod, and conversed for some time wpon gene-
ral anbiepts, from which, however, he by d
fell Ento & reverie, and after a e of silenoo
lie voke aud drew Lo Morta to the window, ©1
would speak with you nlone,” =aid he, *if vou
are at lelsuve; if not, some other tinye will do.™
La Maotte assuring him he was perfectly o,
wonld lave condueted him to anethor room; Lut
the Marguis proposed o walk in the forest, ‘i‘hgy
wont ont torether, and when they had reached
a solitory glade, where the spreading branches
of the heech and oalk deepened the shades of
twilight, and threw o eclemn obseurity aromd
ii;,_m Marguis turned to La Motte, and nddressed
s

“Your condition, La Motte, is vnhappy; this
chbey 8 a melancholy residence for o moan like
you, fond of =ociaty, and like von also gualifl-
ed 1o adoru it La Motte bowed, *“ I wish it
wan in my power to rostore you to the world™
continued the Marquis; * perhiaps if 1 kuew tha
particalars of the aflair which has driven yon
trom it, T might perceive that my interest could
efeciually serve you, 1 thiek I have heard yon
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hint it was an affair of honour™  Ta Motte wos
gilent. * 1 meaun not (o distress you, however;
nor s il common ::urms:ll{mﬂmt hp;'ﬂmpta this
inguiry, but o sincere desire to hefriend you.
You liave already informed me of some particu-
otz of your mizfortuncs. I think the liberality
of your temper led you into expenses which you
afferwards eadeavonred to retrieve by panting.”

¥ lm‘y Lord,”" said La Alotte, ™'Tis true,
fhat T pouted {hie greater part of an afuenc
fortane in luxurious indulgences, nud that T
alterwards took uu'lrort:ri’ menns to recover it:
but I wish to be s}m‘ upan this sisbject.
wauld, if possible, lose the remembrinee of &
tranenetion which must for everstain my chiarne-
ter, and the vigorens effect of which, I fear, it is
not in your power, my Lotd, to soften.”

¥ on may be mistaleen on this point,' replicd
the Mavguis; mg interest b court is by no
means inconsidernble,  Fear not from me any
soverity of censure; T am not of all inclined to
iudgu {mhl}' of the fanlis of others, L well

snow ow to ollow for the emergencey of ¢ircum-
stanices: and [ think, La Matte, you have hither-
found me yeur friend,”

#1 Lo, my Lord.” j

“ And when you recollect, that I'have forgiven
n certain transaetion of late date—""

It is true, wy Lerd; and allow me tosay, 1
Doy o just sense of your genevosity,  The trus-
action you allude to'fs by far the worst of my
life; and what T have to Yelate cansiot, therefore,
lower mo in your opinfon—Whea T Ll dis-
sipated the greater part of my property in hakits
of voluptuons pleasure, T hnd recourss to gaming
to san! - tho 1means of continming them, A ron
nfﬁue !‘rucl: for some time enabled me to do this,
an Eumum,piughmy mest sanguine expoctations,
I continued i the snme caveer of ewovoss, -

*Soon nfter this & Isytldau turn of fortune

V



262 THE GOMANCE OF THE FOREST.

destroyed my hopes, anil reduced me to the most
despertte extromity,  In ene night my money
s lowersd 1o the som of twoe hundred louls:
Theso I vesolved to stake alzo, and with them my
Tife: for it was my resolution not Lo smvive their
loss. Never shall T forget the hotvors of thnt
momont on which hung my fste, nor the deadly
angiisl that selzed my heart when my last siake
wits gotd, - I stood for some time in a slate of
stupefaction, Hill, vonsed to & senee of My misfor-
tune, my pastion made ye pouy forth exeerations
on my more fortunate rivals, and act all the
phrenzy of dezpnir,  During this parexysm of
mndacss, ‘. pentleman, who Ll Lees & zilent
obcerver of all that passed, approached me—
£ You are unfortnnote, Siv, said ho—* I necd not
be tnfarmed of thet, Sivt 1 replied. |

%Y ou linve perhaps been i1l u=ed,’ resomed
he—* Yes, ' Sir, 1 ant roioed, and, thevofore, it
moy b eaid, T om i1 veed

fl‘l*itlh you know the people you Lave played
Wil

4 Wo; bt I havemet them in the fivst cireles.!

SeThen I am i-n:il'.l:thly mistnken,® said Lo, and
wallied away, His last words voused e, and
raised o lope that my meoney Liad not been finly
lost.  Wishing for ferther imfornmation, 1 went in
spareh of the gpentleman, but e liad Joft the
rogia; 1, Iowever, stifled my transpoets, return-
ed to the fable where I had lest my money,
placed nlf.ﬁti[’ belitnd the chualr of one of the
prarsons who Lad won it, ond elosely watehed Lhe
gome. For same time I saw nothing thot condd
coufirm iy sospleions;, but was ot length eons
vineal fliey wers just,

“3When the gaone was ended I ealled ong of
my niversarios sut-of theveam, and telling him
whnt T hod obeorvad, threatenod instantly to ex-

o him i he ddid oot deklore iy praperts,
The man wos for somme Hime as pesitive 65 myeelf;
anck, mEnming: the beavo, threntersd 1ne with
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chnstisbment for my senndalovns nsscrtions. T
waz not, however, inastate of mind to be frisht-
oned, amd his wmanner served only to exasperate
my temper, alrendy sufflciently indamed by nis-
fortune.  After vetorting s thrents, I waa about
to veturn to the apartment we bnd loft, and ox=
pose what had piseed, when, with an tnsidions
£niile and & softened voice, ho begged I woulil
favonr im with o few woments’ attention, mnl
allow him to gpeals with the peutleman lis part-
ner, To the latter part of bis vocutest T hegitatod,
Tt i the mean tme, the geutlemnn Limself
ontorad the room,. s pariner velated to lim,

in o fewe words, whit liad passed hetween us, el
the torrer that a!zwimmm:l in his eounteranes sul-
fictently deelared his consciousness of woilt,

“They then deew aside, and remoined & fow
minutes in conversition together, after which
they e::ﬁrme]md me with an ofler, &8 they
phrased ity of 0 compromize. I declared, how-
ever, agninst any thing of the kind, and swere
nothing less than the whole sum I lind lost
shonld content me.—1s it not postibie, Monsienr,
that you may be offeted something as ndvan-
tageousas the wholef—I did not understand their
meaning; bat after they had continued for sowe
tinte to give distant hints of the same sort, they
proceeded to explain,

* Pereciving their eharcters to be whally in
uiy power, they wished to secure my interost to
their pariy; snd therefore informing me, that
they belonged to nn-ngsocintion of persons, who
lived upoun the folly aud mexperiencs of others,
they “oilered mea share in their concern. My
fortnnes weve desperate, and the Yroposal now
minde me would not only produce an_ immediate
supply, bt enable me to retwrn Lo those seoncs
of digsipated pleasuve, to which passion had at
first, and long habit afterwards, attoched we.
I eloged with the offer, and thus sunk from dis-
sipation into infamy M
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La Mgtte paused, ng if the recoliection: of
thoze times filled Wim with remorse. The -
uis undarstosd his feelings, * You judge too
rously of yoursell," said he; * there are few
raons, let their nppearinee of honesty be what
t mny, who, insuch eircumstances, would have
neted i.]cucr “'5"1!!'0“ have done. Hoid I boen
it yeur Situntion, 1 knew not how I might have
acted, That rigid virtome which shall condemn
you, may dignify ifself with the appellation of
weisdom; but T wish nob to possess its leb it still
reside, wheve it genevally is to be found, iu the
cold bosems of those, wha, wanting E&elinﬁ 10 be
men, dignify thenselves witls the title of P -
rhers:  But pray proceed.” L

# Qur-suceess wis for some time unlimited, for
we held the whesl of fortune, snd trusted not to
her caprice. Thoughtless and voluptuous by na-
ture, my expenses fully kept poce with my in-
come. | An unlueky discovery of the proctices of
our party was at length anade by a younz noble-
man, which obliged us to net for some time with
the wimost eircumsnection. It would be tedions
fo relate the particulars which made vy at length
g0 suspected, that the distant eivility god
resgrve of our acguainiance rendersd the fre-
quenting pulilic assemblies Loth painful and un-
profitable,  We turned cur thoughts to other
medes of ohtaining mongy, and a swindling tran-
gaetion, in which 1 engoged to o very Inge
amount, soon compealled e to leave Pords,  You
Enow tie vest, my Lord.”! )

L Motle was now silent, and the Margnis con-
tinued for souwe thne musing. *You perocive,
iy Lord™ af length restimed Lo Motte, ¥ you
peroerve that my cnds is hopeless.”

% It is bad, indeed, but Dot entively bopeless.
Frowm my sail 1 pity vou; yet, if you should r-
turn to the world, nid incur the dinger of prose-
cution, 1 think my interest with the Minister
might sive vou from fmy severs punishment.
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You seemy, however, to have lost all velich for so-
eiety, and perha do not wish to return to it.”

i ilhl my Lord, ean yon doubt this!—TBut T'am
overcame with the pxeess of rour gooinezs:
wonld to Heaven it wera in my power to prove
the %‘ltitﬂﬂe ik inspires.?

Y Talle not of goodness;™ said the Marequis: * 1
will ot smlen that nty desire of serving yvou is
nialloved by any degres of self-interost. [ will
not affect to be more than man, and trust me,
those who do, are less, It is in yowr power
to testify your qmlimd-:, and bind me to your
interest for ever,”  He pansed.—* Xame but the
mesng,’™ cried La Alotte, *name but the means,
and if they are within tho compass of possibilit
they shall be executed.” The Marquis was still
silent.  “ Do yom doubt my gincerity, my Lond,
that you are yet silentt Do you fear to vépose n
confidence in’ the man whom yon have already
loaded with ebligations; who lives by yonemer-
oy, and almost by vour means?”  The Mirquis
looked earnostly it him, but did not speak. “1
lave not deserved this of you, my Lovd, speak: 1
entreat yon,’ ; ;

¥ There dré cortnin pr{jéuﬂiceﬁ attached to the
lrman miind,”" said the -.[arqtuis, in o slow and
solemn voice, ™ which it reauires all our wisdom
to keep from interfering with our happiness; cer-
toin- =et potions, acguired in infaney, and cle-
rished involuntarily by aze, which grow up and
Assnme & f:]m 50 pinusible. that fow ininds;
what is ealled n civilized country, ean afterwarils
overcome them,  Trith is often pérverted iy
education. - While the veflned Enropenns boact a
standard of honour, and a sublimity of visine,
which often leads thom from plonsyre to misery,

firom nature ta error, the simple m:i:m:rmecf
American follows the impulse of his heart, and
obievs the inspitation of wisdem.” The Marqwis
paused, ond La Molte continued to bsten in
taget expeciation.
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G Naturs, unconlominated by fules refinement
resumed 1he Marquis, Yevery where nots alilkoin
tie pgreat eeevrreness of life,  The Tndian diss
eovers his friend to bo perfidions, nud he kills
hinr the wild Asiatie dees the games the Turk,
when awibition fires, or revenpo provelies, gtis
fies his ymssion at l‘l.tfl_-esflél::‘.e of life, and does
not eall i wmurder.  Eventlo :fruhnllul Ltalion,
directod by jealonsy, or tempted by o strong oir-
enmsteyce of advantoge, draws Lis stiletio, nnd
necomplishes his purpose. It is the first proofof
asuperior mind to liberate feelf from prejwdices
of eountry, or of education. You are silent, La
Motte: are on not of @y opinieni™

“ I pm sttending, 1ny Lond, to your reqsening.”

“There ave, I repeat it ‘eaid the Mavquis,
% neople of minds so weal, as to shrinlk from nets
ey bave been necustomed to hold wrong, how-
ever ndventegeous:  They never suffor thon-
gelves to be guided by cirenmsianees, hut fix for
life upon a certain standard, from whicl they
will on ve avetunt depart.  Self-preservation 38
the great law of nature; when o replile huris
us, or an animal of prey threatens ug, we think
no forther; but endesvour to annibilateyt.  When
my life; or what mny De essential to iy life, re=-
quires the enerifice of another, or even if sume
passion, wholly unconguerable, requives if, 1
shiodd be a madmmm to liesitato, Motte, I
think L may confide in you—there are w:iys of
daotor certain things—yon understand me.  Thera
are times, and circnmstances, and opportonitics
—voin pompreliend my meaninz.'

¥ Explain yourself, my Loed,™

Shind services that—in ehort there are spr-
vices, which exciteoll our grotitude, and which
we gan never think vepuid. It isin your power
to pinee me in spch a situation,™ =

" Indesd, my Levd] name the mesns, °

T havve alveady named them, This abbey well
guils the purpose; itisshut up from the eye of ob-
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garvniian: pay transaction may Lo conecealed with-
i its wealls: tire how of midnighit moy witness the
deed, and the morming shinll pob dawn to disclose
it: these woods tell no {ndes. Al Lo Motte, s
[ vighit in trusting this business with yous may 1
Lielieve you are desivous of serving e, and’ of
wozervine voureslf” Tho Mapguis poveed, and
]q.ul.:r.d stepafistly at La Motte, whoso coubtenanes
waa flmeat conceated by the gloom of evening.
“ 3y Lovd, You may frust ae in soy thisg;
explain yourself move Tully.” -
SWhat sparity will yon give me for your
faitlifulness 1™
W My life, my Loed: §s 1k not-alrsady in ponr
werl™ The Marquis hesitated, aud {hon said,
FRo-morrow,; about 1his time, I shall return to
the alibey, and will then explain my meanine, if
indeell yow shall not 2lreads hive, understood it
You, in the mean time, will consider yeitr own
powers of Feselution, and be prepared either to
wtdopt the purpase 1 shall sugrest; or to declare
you will not.”  Ia Motte made some eonfuse:d
reply, " Farewel] il to-mervew,” said the May-
qitaz *remembor (et freadom and sifintnce ava
now before yon.”  He moved tovwards the abbos,
and nreunting his borse, rode off with hisaiten-
dants, Lo Mottawaiked slowly oz, niteing on
tlie late convorsitlon,

CHAPTER XYV,

Tre:3lerguis wae punctoa? to the hewy. La
Molte vecelvad him gt {he gate, hut be destined
entering, #nd snid he preferred o vralls in tha
forest.. Thither, thorelore, La Motie nttended
¥im. After somegeneril eonversgtion, * Well,"™
eail the Alargnig ™ have yon eon=iderad what ©
enid, and are you propaved to deeido!”

YEhave, oy Lord, and will quickly deside
when vou ghall facther expluin yoursell 10
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then I can form no resolution.”  The Maorguis
np dissatisfed, and was o moment stlent.
W1ait then possible,' he at langth resumed, *that
you do not understand?  This sgnornee is surely
affected, Lo Motte, T'expect sincenity, ‘Tellme,
thevefare, is it necessary I should say more®’

* 1t ig, my Lord,'" enid La Motte immediately.
S 11 you fear to confide in me freely, how can I

fully ascomplislt yous purpose?”

“ Pefore | procecd }nr!l};:,"saizl the Margui
1ot me administer some oath wirich shall Bin
you to secresy.  Bab this is scavcely nec ;
for, could T even doulit your word of honoar,
reptembrance of a corfein fransaction wonld
point ot to you the nesessity of being s silent
yourself ns you must wish me to be.” There wis
now. o pange of silence, during which both the
Marquis aud La Motte betriyed some confusion.
1 think, La Motte,” said he, * I have given yon
sullicient Ipmuf that I can be gratoful; the ser-
viees you hinve nl:u:m.lTy rendeved me, with respect
to Adeling, have uol Leen wnrewarded,”

i True, my Lord, 1 am ever willing to acknow-
Jodee thiz; nnd am sorry it bas not beén i my
power to serve vou more effectually. Your far-
ther views respecting her 1om re { to nssist.”

#T thnnlk you—Adeline”—;the M arquis lesi-
tated—* Adeline," rejoined La Motte, cager to
anticipate Liis wishes, * las beanty wun}'u- of your
pmesit.  She has inspired o pagsion, of whichghe
ought to Le proud; sad, nt any rote, slie shall
soon. be yours.  Her eliapms are worthy of—"

“ Y&, you”" Interrupted the Morguis; “but”
~—hie porused —" But they have given vou tos
mueli trouble in the pursuil,”™ fanl Ln Moatle;
“and to be sure, wy Lovd, it must be um‘ll‘essmi
they have; but this trouble is all over—yon may
now eonslder her as your own,”

“1 would do so,"" =il the Marquis, fixing

@ nt'"t-amc&: rogard upon La Motte—* 1 woul

o 50
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8 Nome your hour, my Lord: you shall not be
interrupted.—DBeauty, sueh ns Adelineg’'s—"

“ Watell her elosely,” rejoined the 3arguis,
a0 on no acconnt sufier her te leave her apart-
vient.  Where is ahe nowl”

“ Confined in lier ehamber.'

“ Veory well.  Dut Iam hmpationt.”

_“}_:\*Tfjlmc your time, my Lord—-to-morrow
night.”

' To-phovrae nghf.," anid the Marguis—**to-
morrow night! Do you snderstand me nowl™

" Yos, my Lord, this night i You wishs it so.—
Lint had yoowot better dismiss your servants,
and remm yourself in the forest! Yoo know
the door that opens npon the woods from tho
west tower, Come thither about twelve—1 will
be there to conduet vou to her chamber. Re-
member, then, my Lord, that to-night—"

ey Adpfino d3es)? interrupted the Marguis, ina
Iowe voies, scarcely human,—* Do you muder-
stand me nowP'—~>La Motte shrunk oghast.—
“ My Lord!”

L Motte!™ said the Marquis—There wos a
silence of geveral minutes, in which La Motte
endeavoured to récover himself—" Let me aslk,
my Lord, the meaning of thist" said he, when he
had Dreath to k. Why should you wich
tie death of Adeline—of Adeline vwhom so lately
you loved ™

“ Make no inguiries for my motive,” anid the
Marguis; “lnt it ises certoin ns that 1 live, that
shie you niime misst diel This is sufficient”’  Tho
surprise of Lo Motte equalled his horvor.  “The
meaits are various,” resomed the Marquis. 1
conld hoave wished that ne Lilopd might be spilt;

there nre drugs swre and speedy in their

eifect, bt they canuot be soon of safely procovad.

'Ehl"ma';g]‘riih‘ Jt over—it must be done quickly—
ig nizht!

& This wight, my Lerd!™
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“ Ay, thiz vight, La Motte; i itis to be,swhy
nol seon?  llave you 2o conveuiont drug st
handf* o

¢ Noney my Lopd?

1 feared to trusta thind pevssn, or I shonld
have been provided,” said the Marquis, “ Asit
ig, take this poiznard; use iv asoccnsion offors,
but e vesolute’ La Motte reesivied tha pois-
nard with a trembling liahd, and continoed to
gaze upon it for some time, searecly loovwing
what He did. “Put it up” said the Marquis,
Hand endeavour to recelléct yoursell  La
Motte oboyed: but continned to muse in glenco.

He saw himsell entongled in_ the web which
Rig own erimes had woven, Deing in the power
of the Murguis, ie Enew e must citlier consent
to the eomumission ¢f o dead, from ths enormi-
iy of which, depraved ns he was, Le shunle in
horvor, or sacritice fortone, freodom, probably
Tife itself, to the yefusal.  Hehad been led on by
glow grndotions from folly te wice, fill he now
saw hofiord him on abyves of pailt which startled
oven the conscienca thit so long hal slnmbered,
The means of retreating wore desporate—to pros
ol was equally so. :

When he congidered the iosocence amd the
helplessnoss of Adeline, hor crphan state, Lor
former affcetionnte egnduct; amd her confidence
in lis protoction, his heart melted with sompas-
csion for the distvess e hnd alrendy oceasionod
hor, and shivenk o fereor from the deed Be was
urged to commit.  But when, on the other hand,
he santemplnted the destruelion that threatene:
Nim fram the vengeones of the Maguis, sod
then considerad the advintages that were offerod
him of favour, freedon, nnd probably of forfune
—torror and teniptation contributed Lo overcolne
the pleadings of Eunumit}', and silence the voica
of conscionce, 1n this state of tumultuons uu-
cortainty he continued for some time stlent, until
the voieo of the Marguis roosed him toa eonvies
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ton of the necessity of at least appearing fo ags
guiceee in his designs, .
I you hesitate!" sald the Marguis—* N,
fy Lord, ay resolution is fixed—1 will oboey
rott. But methinks it would be better to oveid
}a!ondsllnid. Strange seerels have been rovealed

by —
JAve, bub how aveid it1” anterrupted . the
Marquis—* Poison I will not ventnre ta proeure.
hove siven you ene sure instrument of deatl,
You nizo may find it dangerons to inguiie for n
drug.” L dMotte perceived that ke could not
purchase poison, without subjeeting himself to
vory dpugerous suspieions, and he immediately
replied, * Yon ave right, my Lord, and I will fol-
low yenr orders imyhl:-ilr.!y." The Morquis now
proceeded in brolen sentences, to glve farther
diveelicns eoneeriing this dreadiul schieme,

“In her sleep,”™ said e, “at miduights the
fomily will then be ot rest.” Afterwards they
olanned o story, which was to nccounnt for Ler
izappearance, and by which it was to seem that
she had sought an gscape in consequence of her
aversion to the addrésses of (he Blarquis. The

oorz of her chamber and of the west tower wera
to be lefi open to corroborate this account, and
many other circumstances were to be contrived
to confirm (he suspicion, They farther consulted
how the Marquis was to be informed of the
event; and it weeogreed, thal he should coma
as usunl to the abbey on the following day, - Tu-
night, then,’" said {he Marguig, * I miay rely npon
Four resolution’”

“ Yon may, my Lond." .

“Farewell, then.  When wa meet penin—""

¥ When ve meet fmis,” said La otte, “ib
will be done” Iie followed the Margds to tha
abbey, aid having seen him mount his hiorse,
and wished iim & good night, be rotived to Dis
ehamber, where hie shub himeell up.

Adeline, meanwhile, in the solitude of lier pri-
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-som; gave woy to the despair which her condition
ingpired. She tried to arrange ler theughts, and
to argne hersell into some degree of resigoation;
but reflection, by roprbifentmg tha pest, and rea-
gon, by anticipating the fature, hmug’m. before
her miml the full pieture of hier misfortunes, and
she sunk in tlea'gnnrlﬂncr, Of Tllegﬂlnmnﬂlﬂ, b?-
a conduct so soble, had testified his attachment,
and invelved himself in ruin, she thought with a
degree of angnish infinitely superior to what she
had felt upon any ofher occasion. p

That the very exertions which had deserved
cll her gratitude, and awalened all her tender-
ness, should e the cause of his destriction, was
a ewenmstonee so much bevond the ordinary
bounds of misery, that her fortitude sunk ot once
Leforait. The idea of Theodore suffering—Theo-
dore dying—wng for ever present to her imapina-
tion, and frequently excluding the sense of her
own donger, wade her conscious only of hige—
Bometimes the hope he had given hor of being
nble to vindicate his pondoct,” ar st least 1o ob-
tain a pardon, wonld return; but it was Jike the
faint beam of an April mom, transiont and cheer-
less,  She knew that the il;m;:lin, stung with
jealousy, nnd exasperated {o revenge, would pur-
ghee Tl with unrelenting mnlice.

Against such an enciny what could Theodore
oppozet  Conseious rectitudo would not avail him
to ward off the hlow which dhﬂﬂmﬁhteﬂ paesion
anel pewerful pride divected. or distross was
considernbly heightened by reflecting that no in-
tolligenee of him conld redeh her ot the abbey,
and that she must remain, she knew not how'
long, in the most dreadful suspensg concerning
I fute.  From the abbey-she saw ng pescibility
of ceeoping,  She was o prisener in o chamber
clozed at every avenuds she bad ne o:r|-|:r:1||1:nig
of conversing with nny person who conld affs
hor even o ebhanee of reliefs and she €aw homsolf
gondemmed to wait in passive silence the impand
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in% ﬂuﬂin{i;ilﬁnittly maore dreadful to het ima-
gination than death atself.

Thus eircumstanced, she yielded to the pres-
sue of her misfortunes, and wonld sit for hours
motionless, and given wp to thonght., “*Theo-
dore!™ she would frequently exelnim, “you can-
not liear my voice, you cannot fly to help mes
yourself o prisoner, and in ehains!"—The pleture
was too horrid. The swelling avguish of her
heart would subdua hey utteruce—tears bathed
her chieeks—aud she berame insensible to every
thirig but the misery of Theodare,

O this evening her mind had beet remirkably
tegnguil; and 88 she watched from her windaow,
with & =till and melancholy pleasure, the sotiing
sun, the fiding splondour of the western hiovizon,
afnd the gradual approach of twilizht, her thoughts
bare hey back to: the time when, in happier cir-
cintstanees, she had viewed the sime llpFearv
ances, She roeolleeted aleo the evening of her
temporary escaps from the abbey, when from
this same window ghe had watched the deelining
gum, how anxionsly she had awaited the fall of
twilight—how mupch she had endeavenred to an-
ticipato the events.of her future life—with wlist
trembling fear she had descended frem the
tower, and ventured into the forest, These ve-
flections produced others that filled her heart
with anguish and hor ayes with tears .

While glie wig lost in her melancholy veverie
shie saw the ) wis mount his horse, am depart
from the pates,  Theskht of hin revived, in all
its force, n sense of the wbsery be inflicted on
her beloved ‘Theodore, and o consciousnoss of
the pvils shich mord immediately thréstencd
hiersilf,  She witlidrew from the window in an
acony. of toars, which continuing for o consider-
htﬂﬁ, time, her frome wos ot length quite ox-
linustedd, mmd she retived carly (o vest.

La Motto rematued in his chamber, till supper
elbliged lim to deseend. At talle lus wild and
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hogeard eountonanee, whicl, in spite-of all his
endeavotrs, hetraved the disarder of his mind,
and his long and frequent fits of abstraction, sur-
Rr—lm:.l ns well as clormed Madame Lo Motto,

Vien Peter loft the room she tendedy inquired
what had disturbed Wim; and e, with o distort=
ed smile, tried to bo gay; but the eiforh was
beyond his art, and he quickly retapsed into
gflence: or when Aadame La AMotte spolie, he
strove to concen] the nbsence of his thoughts,
ouswervd so entirely from the purposs, that his
abstraction beeame still more apparent. Obscre-
ing thig, Madame La Motle appeared to take na
notice of his present tomper; and they continued
Lo sit in nninterrupted silence till the hour of
rest, when they retived to their chamber.

La Motta lny in o stata of disturbed watelifnl-
niss for some time, and his frequent starts awoke
Madame: who, however, being paeified by some
trifling excuse, soon wonkb (o sle ‘p again. Thiz
agitation continued il neéar midnight, when, yo-
cullecting that the time was now passing in fule
reflection, which eught to be devoted to action
he stole silently from bis bed, wrapped himself
in hin pight-gown, and taking the lamp which
burned mighily in his chamber, pased up the
spival staivease,  As he went be frequently look-
ed boek, and often started and listeéned to tho
hollow sizhings of the hlast,

His lhiand shook so violently, when he attempts
el {o wnfock the door of Adeling's chamber, thak
he was ohlized to sét the lamp on thgm:m&. amid
HF-FI\‘ bath his hands, ‘Fhe noise he niade willy
the ley induesd Lim to suppose lie must have
nwakensd her; but whien he opened the door,
anel pereeived the stilloess that reigned swithing
e was convinged that she was asleep. Wlen he
approached the bed, hé heard her guntly Lreathe,
nnil soon after sigh—and he stopped; but silence
vétuming, he agnin advanced, and then leard
bier sing in hersleen.  As he Mstoned he distin
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gnished some nefes of o melancholy Hitle oy,
widch, i her happier daye, sho had often gnn
ta him. The low ond menenful accent in which
she now niteréd them expressed too well the
tans of her il

La Motte now stepped hoxthly tomards the
bod, when, bieathing o deop sizh, ghe wid amin

terit, He nndrew the envimn, and gaw hor
Iying in o profound sleep, hor cheek yebwet with
tears, resting npon her arma, 1o staod o moment
looking ot ler; and as e viewed her innocent and
lovely comntenanee, pale in grief, thie light of the:
lamip, which shono strong 1 l[:;.-r's:'.'qs', ntolo
her:anil tl{-l‘l’.‘(‘i‘fi‘l.}g @ man, sne uttered a seream,
Her vecolioetion reivrmimg, she kuew Dibm to be
Lo Motte; and it instantly recwrring to her thub
the I'I;u'r!uls was at hand, she raised horself in
bed, and iplored pity and profeclion. Lo Motte
stooil looking eagerly ot Ler, but without re-

piying.

The wildnoss of hiz looks ond the glomny
silenee he preserved increased hier almw, s
with tears of terror she veuewed her supplica-
tion. * Yon onee saved me from destraction,™
criod gles ¥ Qeave ine now! Iiave pity upon
me—I have no proteetor b yon.™

“What iz it you féart” snid La Moble, in o
tone zeaveely articalate—'" O save me—sive ma
fromn the Marquisi?

S Tss then,” sabl he, “mod decss vonrself
guickly=—T shiall habacl again in a fow mioutes™
e lighted o condle that stool on the table, aud
1eft the chamber, Adeline immnediately arose
nud endeavoured to dress, Tt her thonglis were
#0 hewildered, tlat she scareely knew what she
did, aud her whale fame so vielently azitated
that it was with the utmost ditfentty shie
served herself from fuinting. She threw her
clothes linsthly on, and then sab dovwn o wwnid
the rélum of Lo Motte. A ceamderable . thine
giapred,” yeb he did- not appenr; amld having in
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vain endeavoured to compose her gpiritg, tho
pain of suspense at lmﬁf'lh became so insupport-
able, that she opened the door of her chamber,
and wen! to the top of the staircase to listen.
She thought she heard voices bielow: but gon-
#idering, that if the Marquis were thore, her ap-
pearvonee could only increase lier danger, sho
checled the step shie Lad almost involuntarily
taken to descend, Still she listened, and still
thonght she distinguished voices. Soon after
she Npard o door shut, nnd then footsteps; and
she hostened back to her chambér.

Mear n guarter of an hour elopsed and La
Motte did not l:p'!;mr; when again she thought
she heard a murdoe of voices Dbelow, and als
}m&ii.ng stops; and at length her apxiety not sufs
fering her to rémain in her room, she moved
through the passage that communicated with the
apiral’ staircasze; but all was now still;  1n g few
noments, however, o light flashed acress ihe
hiall, and La Motte appeared at the door of the
vaulted room, He looked np, and seeing Adeline
in the gallory, beckoned lier to descond.

She hesitnted, and logkod towards her cham-
Lers but La Motte now approached the staive,
and with faltering ateps abe went to meel. him,
“1 fear the Matquis may see me,” -said she,
whisperiog; * where ishe??  La Motte toak hep
hand, and led lier on, assuring her she had noth-
ing to fear from the Marguis. The wildness of
lis looks, hiowever, and the trembling of his
hand, scemed to coutradict this assardncs, aml
she inguired whither he was leading her. #To
the forest,” =aid Lo Molte, “that you may
escape from the abbey—a Lerse waits for vou
without. 1 can gave you by no other menns™
Now terver soizeld be,  She conld séarcely be-
lieve that La Motte, who had hithorto conspired
with the Marquis, and had so closely eonfined
her, should now himself undertako her escape;
and shie ab this moment felt o drepdful presentt-
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ment, which it was impossible to acconnt for,
that Jiewas leading lerout to mureder her in (ho
forest.  Again shrinking Imek, she supplicated
Tis mevey. He astored her be meant -ml:.' to pro-
tect oy, and desived she wanld not waste {ime,

here was something in his monner that spoke
sincerity, and she suffered kim Lo conduet her to
o sida door that opeied into the forest, wherashe
eould just distinguish threesh the gloom o min
on horsebacl. This brenght 1o her remembranes
the night it which el had qnitted the tomb,
when, trusting Lo ths persan who appesved, sha
hnd bLeen carrfed to the Alorgnis's villn. Lo
Klvtte ealleddy and was answered by Peter, whose
voica S‘(le!’“'ilﬁl‘. re-pasured Adeling.

He then tald her that the Marguiz wonld re-
turn to the abhey on the following moming, and
that this conld Be her only opporinnity of cseap-
ing lis designs: that she might rely wpon his(La
Motte's) word, that Petor liad arders (o earry her
wherever shie chose; but as Be knew tha Mar-
auis would be indefatizable inm search afrer hor,
Lie advised her by all means to leave (e Lins-
dow, which she might do with Peter, who was a
native of Savoy, and wonld cenvey her to thoe
hauze of hiz sister. There she maght main Gl
Ly Motte himself, who did net now think it would
e safe to continue mnch longer in Fronce,
ghould join her. He enireated her, whitever
might .'T]!m;. never Lo mention the cventy
witiel hac E_n.asml at the abbey, *Tosave yon,
Adeline, T have risked my fifa; do nol inerense
my danger aid your own by fny unnecpsspre
discoveries.  Wa may never meet again, but L
hope yen will ba ltupri}'; and remember, vwhon

rom thinle of me, that 1 am not ghitess bad es L
ve heen tempted to he'”

Having said this, Tie 5.1111! hier semo  meney,
which ho told hee would be necessavy to definy
the expeénses of licr journey, Adeline could uo

1%
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1 doubt hi= sincerits, and her tra.a?uﬂa
of joy nnd pratituds \'mutl‘tl, searcely pormit her
to thani: him. She wished to have bid Madane
La Matte farewell, and indeed earnestly requost-
ed ik3 Tt e again told her she had no tineto
lose, and having wrapped her in o Jarge cloak, he
lifted lier upon the hovse.  She bade him adien
with tears of gratitnde, and Poter seb off a3
fust ng the darkmess would porinit, S

When they were wob some way, 1 am glad
with all my heart, Ma'ameplle.” said he, * to soe
you pgain—Who would have thought, afterall,
that my miaster himself would have bid me t
you awny i—Well, to be sure steange things come
to pass; but T hope we shall have Delter
this time.” Adeline not cloosing to reprogch
Lt with the treachery of which she feared he
hiad been formerly gnflt;l',. thanleed him i'uf hizs
good wishes, and said she hoped they should be
more fortunate; but Peter in his usual strain of
eloquence, procesded to undeceive Der in this
ot to acquaint her with every cireum=
slaues which his memory, 2od i€ was naturally o
strong one, conld farnish,

Petor expressed sucl an artless interest in her
welfare, nnd goch eoncern for her former dis-
appointment, that she could mo lopger doubt
Lig faithfnlness; and thiz conviction not only
slr‘e‘nillumc:l hier confidence in the present un-
deria ‘i“i:’ but made her listen to his eonversn-
tion with kindness and plenswe. %1 should
never have stayed gt the abbey Il this time”
eald he, "if 1 eould have pot sway: but my mas-
ter frightencd me so about the Marquis, and I
had not money enoigh to earry me into my own
conntry, so that I was foreed to stay. It's well
we hiove Enl'- some solid louis-dos news for I
cuostion, Maameslle, whother t]mmplu on the
roqd would have taken those trinkets:-you fore
merly talked of for mopey.™

o Poksibly not,™ said Adeline: ¥ 1 am thankful
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to Monsienr Le Metie that we have more cortain
means of proeiring conveniences, What routae
shall you toke when we lenve the forest, Petert”
—Peter mentioned very correctly o great part of
thie road to Lyons; “and then,”™ said he, “we
ean easily got to Savoy, and that will be nothing.
Aly sister, God blezs her? I hopeis living: T have
1ot seéem her mony a vear; Lut it she is not, all
the peaple will be pind to ser me,-ntd you' will
enstly ot o lodging, Ma'nmselle; nnd every thing
sou want.!”

Adeline reselved to go with him to Savey, La
Motte, who knew the charpeter nnd designs of
the Marquis, hed gdvized ber to leave the king-
o, sl hal told her, what her fears piight have
sugzested, that the Marquis would be indcfatiza-
Liedn search of her. His motive for this ndvice
must be o desire of serving her; why else, when
shie wos alveady In his power, should e remove
her to another place, and ¢ven Tarnish her with
maoney for the expenses of a Journay!

Lelencourt, where Peter said hie was wall
lenntrn, she twould bo neost likely to mest with
rrotection and comfort, oven shonld hiseister be
dends and itz distonee and splitary sitnation
were cireumstonees that pleasad her, Theoso re-
{fiections woitld bave pointed out to her the pru-
dence of proeceding to Savay, had &he been less
destitute of resources in Frauce; in her present
situation they proved it to be necessary.

She inquired farther concerning the route they
wers to take, and whether Peter was sutliciently
acquainted with the road. ** When onee I get' to

huers, I kmow it well enough,™ said Peter, * for 1
have gone it many a time in niy younger days;
and any body will tell us the way there,™ T
trevelled for several bews in darhuess an
silence, and it wns not til] they emerged from
the forest, that Adeline saw thie moming Tight
streak the eastern elonds. The sizht- clieerell
and vevived her; and as she twavelled silently
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aleng, her mind revolved the events of the Tast
wight, and meditated pians for the future. The
Sl'c'seut kindness of La Motte appeared so very

ifforent from his former conduct, that it ns-
tenished and perplexed her; ond she eould
enly necount for it by atteibuating it te one of
those sudden impulses of humanity which some-
timres operate oven upen the most depraved
hearts

BEut when she recollected his former wards,
fihat he wag not master of himself,” she vould
sonreely belisve thot mmere pity shoold induce
Lim to breals the bonds which had hitherto so
strongly held him: and then, conzidering the
altered conduct of the Jargms; she was inclined
fo think that she eowad her liberiy to some
chiange in his sentiments towards lier; ];&t. the
advice La Motte hnd given her to quit the king-
dont, and the meney with which e had supplied
By for that purpose, seemed to contradict this
opinion, and m\'u]\':& her again indoubt.”

Peter now pot divections to Thiers, which
place they reachied without any aceident, and
there stopiped to refresh themzelves,  Af soon ng
Pator thonght the horse snficiently rested, they
neain @t forward, and from the vich p]:ni.na of
the Lyonnois, Adeline, for the first time, eanght
a view of the distant Alps, whose majestie

ends, seeming to prop fhe vault of heaven,
filled her mind with sublime emotions,

In o fow hows they reached the vale in which
stands the city of Lyens, whose beautifol envi-
rons, studded with villas, and reh with eultiva-
tion, withdrew Adeling from the melmncholy
contemplaiion of her own circumstances; and her
nrere painful anxiety for Thesdore,

When they veached that busy city, her first
cave was to inquire coneerning the passaze of the
Ithone; but shie forbore to make theseinguiries
of the people at the inn, considering thatif the
Marquis should follow her thither, they might
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enable him to pursue her ronte.  She, therefors,
aent Peter to the quays te hire a Loat, while she
herself took a slizht vepust, it being “hor $uten-
tion to embark immedintely. Peter prescotly re-
turned, Im\'imf engaped & Gant and men to talke
them up the Khone, to the vearest part of Savoy,
from wlhence they were to proceed by land to
the village of Lelencourt,

Having taken some refreshment, she ordered
him to conduct her to the vessel, A new aud
striking scene presented itself to Adeline, who
looked with surprise upon the river, gay with
vesselz, and the quay crowded with i:ll.:e-y fuces,
andl felt the contrast which the cheerful objocts
around bore to herself—to her, au orphan, de-
solate, helpless; and flying from persecution
and her counfry, She spolie with the master of
the boat, nnd having sent Petor back to the inn
for the horse (La Motie's gift to Peter, in Heu of
some arrears of wares), they embarked.

As they slowly passed up the Rhone, whos
steep banks, crowned with mountaing, exhibited
the most varipus, wild and romantic scenery,
Adeline sat in pensive reverie. The novelly of
the scene through which she floated, now frovwn-
ing with savage prandenr, and now smiling in fer-
tilaty, and pay with towns and villages, soothed
her mind, and her sorrow gradually softened into
a gentle and not unpleazing melancholy, She had
seafed horself'at the head of the beat, where she
watched s sides cleave the swift slresm, and
listened to the dashing of the watera,

The boat slowly opposing the current, passed
along for some Bowrs, and ot length the veil of
n\'elﬁng was stretched over the landseape. The
weathor was fine, and Adeline, regardless of ihe
dews that now fell, remained in the open pir; ob-
mrﬂnsf the objects dorken around her, the gay
tintz of the horizon fade avway, and the stars gras
dually appear; trembling wpon the lueid mirror
of the waters, The seenc was npw sunlk in deep
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shadow, and the silence of the hour was broken
only by the mensured diashing of the vars, and
now aid then by the voice of Peter speaking to
thie bostmen. Adeling sat lost in thought: the
forlornness of ey cirenmstances eame Leightens
ed to her imagination.

She saw herself sunounded by the darkness
and stillness of night, fn a BLranFc place, far dis-
tant from any friends, going she scarcely knew
whither, under the guidance of sirangers, nod
pur&unﬁd_f perhaps, by an inveternte onemy. &
pictured to herself the mge of the Marquis now
that e Lad diseovered her flight, and th :n%h £hiz
knew it very unlikely he should follow her by
water, for which reason she hod ehosen that mpn-
ner of travelling, she trombled at tlmm'n_it her
fancy draw. Hoer thoughts then wandered to the
plaw she should adopt sfter renching Savoy; and
el as ber experienca had ]_Jl'ej‘h.ﬂ.i!:-edl her
aepinst the manners of o convent, she saw no

e mwvore likely to afford Ler n pe gy lun.
At length ghe retived to the little cobin for a fow
hiours’ repose, {

Sheawoke with tle doawn, and her mind heine
ton much disturbed to sieep ngaing she rofe an
watched the pradusl appreach of day.

When Adelina left the abbey, La Maotte had
remained for some time at the gate, listening to
the steps of the horse that carvied her, till the
sound was lest in diztanee; ho then turmed into
the hall with o lightness of hieart to which he
had Jong been n strupger,  The satisfoiion. of
having thus preserved ey, os he hoped, fron the
desizne of the Marquis, overcame for a while all
sense of the danger inwhiel this step must -
volve him. Duf when ha retumed entively to liis
own gituition, the terrors of the Morguis's re-
sentment struck thetr full foree upan- lig mind,
aud lie eonsidered ow be might Lest vscape Bt

hi—the Marquis wos

It was now pagk mi
owing day; and in this

dni
expected enrly on the fol
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intervil it ab fivst appeared proboble to Tim that
ho might quit the torest. There was only one
horse; but he considered whether it would be
best 1o set off immediately for Auboine, wheve n
carrisge mizht be procured to convey Dis family
and his moveables from the abbey, or quietly to
awnit the arrival of the Marquis, end cadeavour
to impose upon him by a forged story of Adeling's
escapi, i

The time which must elapse beforé o carria
eoulil veach the gbbay, world leave him gearce
sudticient to ezeape Trom the forest; what money
he bad remaining from the Mavquis's' bounty
would not i far; and when it was ax-
pended he must probabily Be adoa loss for subsist-
¢nee, should lie not before then bo deteeted, By
vomaining ot the abbey it would sppear thai he
was uiconscions of deserving the Marquis’s re-
sentment, and thuuﬁh he could not expect to im-
pross a belief upon him that his orders had been
executed, e might make it appear that Iéter
only had Leen ncecssory to the pscape of Ade-
line; an gecount which would seem the more

robable, from Peter's having been formerly Jde=-
ected in n similar scheme. e believed alsa,
that. if the Ellc:rl;ﬂ‘hs should threaten to deliver
Lim jnto the honds of justice, e might save him-
self by amenace of disclosing the crime e had
commiissioned him to perpetrate.

Thus arguing, La Mette resolved to romain it
the abbey and await the event of the Marquis’s
digappointment. i

When the Marquis did arrive, aund way infori-
ol of Adeling's flight, the strong workings of his
soul, which appeared in his countenance, for
awhile nloemeed and terrified Lo IMotte. He
cursad himself and hoer in termse of such coarses
ness ad vehemence, as La Maotte wos astonish-
od to hear from o moan whose sminngs Were pene-
rally amiable, whatever might be the viclence
and eriminality of hiy poesions. To invent and
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express these terms seemed to give him not only
relicf, hut delight; yet he appeared more shoelk-
ed at (he circumstanes of her cscape than exas-
pernted at the earelessness of Lo Motte, and ro-
collecting at leneth that le wasted time, he loft
the nbley, nud despatched several of Lis servants
in prsiit of Ner.

When he was gone, La Motte, belioving hia
ptory hind sueeesded, returned (o'tle pleasuse of
considering that he knd done his duty,and to the
hope that Adeline was now bevend the reach of
wrstiit,. This calm wos of short centivnance.

n o few heurs the Mapquis returned, accoms
wiied by fhe officers of justice.  The affiighted

= Aotte ]Fsm:eiving him approach, endeavoured
to conconl rimsel, but was soigad and exvried to
the Marquid, who drow him aside,

“ 1 am not to be impesed upon,” said he,-';:a}r-
sneht & superficial story as you lisve inven H
you luow vour life is in my hands: tell me in-
stantly whore you have secreted Adeline, or I
will charge you with the crime you have com-
wiitted noninst me; bit, upen your disclosing the
place of lier concealiment, I will dismiss the offi-
ceors, and, i you wish it, sssist you to leave the
kingdom, You have no time to hegitate, ond
11:1['131 1i.i1gw mi:dlt:m not btl:hlri&ﬁi \EELJ di‘fﬂ
Maotte nttempt appense (e Mavguis, and of-
firmedd that Adeline was peally fled he knew nob
whither, *Yeu will remiember, my Lord, that
your chareter 15.also in my power; and lﬁxt, if
you procoed to extremitios, you will comlpel i
to revenl n the face of day, that you would have
mode me pmurderer.”

“And whe will believe youl™ said the Mar-

s, ““Ihe erimek that banished you from se-
ciety will ba no Imimun{nrj'uur verncity, and
that with which I now charge sou, will bring
with it o sutficient presumption (st your neci-
pation is malicigue, Officers, do vour duty.”

They cntered the room and seized La Motbe,
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whomni terver tow deprived of all power of resizf-
anee, conll resistonce lave availed bimgaud in
U povturbntion of Lis mind he nformed the
Marquis, that Adeling had talken the rend te
Lyous. This discovery, however, vwas made too
lite to sorve himself; the Marguis seized the ad-
viutnge it offeved, but the charge had been given;
and, with the anguizh of koowing that he ha
exposed Adeline to danger without benefiting
lifmself, La Muotte submitted in silence to his
fate, Searcely allowing him time to colleet what
little effects might essily bo carried with him,
the officers conveyed him from the dbley: bus
the Marquis, in consideration of the extremo
distrees of Modame La Motte, divected oneof his
servants to procure a-carringe from Aubeina that
she might follow her hushand.

The Marquis, in the mean time, now acguaint-
ed with the route Adeline had taken, sent for-
weapd his fmithful valet to trace her to theploce
of concealment, and return immediately with in-
Iclliﬁnm to tho villa.

Abandoned to despair, La Maotte and Lis wife
guitted the forest of Fontanville, which hail for
en many months afforded them an asylom, and
embarked ohee more upon the tnmultvens world,
where justies would meet Lo Motie in the form
of destruction.  Thoy had entered the forest as o
refuge, rendered necessary by tha former crimes
of La Motte, and for some {ime fownd in it the
security they sought; bub other offonces, for
even in that sequestered spet theve ].IﬂPp-r:ncd te
be temptation, eoon succeeded; and his life,
alrendy gufficiently marked by the punishmeént
of vice; now afforded hiin another instonce of
this greal truth, *That where guilt is, thero
peace cannot enter,™
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CHAPTER XVI.

Apreixe, mean while, and Peler, procesded
on their 1‘05'uguhﬂ'ithtmt any accident, and land-
ed i Bavoy, where Petor &l{!;l!ﬂ her u the
horse, and himgelf walked beside her. When lie
came within sight of his nalive mountains, his
exl.:'nwgnntd 7 burst forth into frequent exeln-
mations: ool e wonld often asle Adeling, if sha
hind over geen such hiffyin France. ® No,no,” said
Tie, ** the hills there ave very well for French hills,
bat they are not to benamed on the same doy
with ours! Adeline, lost in sdmirmtion of the
astonishing and tremendons séenery around her,
assented very warmly to the troth of Peter's as-
‘sertion, which enconraged him to expatinte more
larzely upon the arl'fan'u:Fes of his country; its
disndvantages he totally forget: and though he
gave away his last sous to the children of the
I:mgmtrr that 1an bare-footed Lylthe side of the
1orse, he spoke of nothing but the happiness and
content of the inhnbitants )

Ihig pative village, indeed, was an exception to
the gi:uueml ehiarneter of the country, and to the
usnal effects of an arbitrary government; it was
flourighing, healthy, snd happy; and thess ads
vantages it chiefiy owed to the activity and at-
tention of the benevelent elergyman whose cure

it was

Adeline, who now bepan to feel the effects of
long anxiety and fatizue, much wished to arrive
at the end of Ler journey, and inguired i::lipn.
tiently of Petor concerning it.  Her spinits thus
wenkened, the ploowy prandewr of the scenes
which had so lately awaliened emotions of de-
lighitful seblimity, now awed her into terror: she
trembled at the sowd of the torvents n:IIEng
among the eliffs, and thundering in the vale be-
low; rnd shrumlk from the view of the precipices,
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which sometimes overbung the read, and ot
others appearcd beneatl it. Falizued as ghe
wie, sle frequently dismonnted te clinb on feot
thie stecp flinty road, which she feared to travel
ou horgeback,

The day was ¢losing when they drew near g
sqiall 1'iﬁ¥agn ot the foot of the Savoy Alps, and
the sun in all his evening splendour, now sinking
Behind their summits, threw o farewell gleam
athwart the landscape, go -goft and glowing, ag:
drow from Adeline, languid o5she was, an excla-
mation of rapture.

The romantiec situalion of the village next
attrieted her notice. It gtood ot the foot of
several stupendotis mountains, which formed n
chain round a lake at some ttle distance, and
the woods that swept from their snmmite almost
erisbosomed the village, The lake, unrufiled Ly
the lightest air, reflected the vermil tints of the
harizon, with tho subline spenery on its borders,
darkening every instaunt with the fulling twilight.

When Peter pereeived the village, he burst
into n shout of joy: ® Thank God!" enid he, * we
aroe near home; there is my dear aative place.
1t looks just as it did Ewenty years ago; and there
are the same old trees grooir r:rull_ﬁ onr cottage
sander;, and the huge rocl that rises nbova it.
%i;.- poor father died there, Ma'ameelle, Pry
heaven my sister bealive; it I n long whilesinco
I cow hier”  Adeline listened with a melancholy
pledsure to these artless expressions of Poter,
who, in retraciog the scence of lis former daye,
geemed to live them over again. As they op-
proached the village, he continned Lo polnt out
varions objécls of L remembrance, * And thero,
too, is the good pastor's chatean; look, Mazm-
selle, that white louse, with the smoke turling,
that stande on the edge of the Ieke yonder. i
wonder whether he is alive yel. He woe not old
when I left the place, and as much beloved as
ever man wie; but death synres nobody.”
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They koad Ly this time veached the willage,
which wns extremcly neat, {hough it did oot
promiss much aceommodation. Peter hind hardly
advanced ten stéps Before he was accosted by
some of his old acquainfanee, who shool: hands,
and szemed not to know how to part with him,
He inquired for his sister, and was told slie was
alive and well. As they pnzged on, so many of
hig old friends flocked round him, that Adeline
became quite weary of the delay. Many whom

hiad lefe in the vigonr of life, were now totter-
ing under the inflrmities-of age, while their sons
and daughters, whom he lind Known gnly in the
playinlness of infancy, were grown from his re-
mombrance, tud in the pride of youth, At length
they approached the coftage, and were met by
his sister, who, having heard of his arrival, come
and weleomed him with unfeigned joy.

On seeing Adeline, she scemed surprised, hut
pagistod her 1o alight, and eondueting her into-a
gmall but neat eoftope, veceived her with o
warmth of ready kindness which would have
graced o belter situation.  Adeline reguested to
gpenk with Lier olene, for thp room wos mow
crowded with Peter's friends; and thon nequaint=
ing her with ewch pactieulars of her ‘eircum=
Elances fis it was necesam-t:eto communicate, de-
sired to know if she could be accommodated with
Iodgings in the eoftame.  * Yes, Ma‘amsello,
gaid the good woman, * to such o5 it i, you ave
heartily weleome; I am only sorry it is not
better, Put you seem il], Ma'amselle; what shall
T'got voul™ ) ,

Adgline, who Diad Been lomg gtrngeling with
fatigue and indigposition, now yielded to their
pressure.  Shesaid, she was indeod ill, but hoped
that rest would restore her; and desired a
mizht be immediately prepared. The good wo-
mai went out to oboy her, nod zoon returning,
showed her to a little cabin, whero shie retived to



TIE DOMANCE O THE TORELY, 289

J.;L] bed, whose eleanliness was its only ré¢ommen-
ation,

Bt notwithstanding her {atigue, she could net
aleep, and Ber mind, in =pite of all her efforts, re-
turned to the scones that were passed, or pre-
sented gloomy and imperfect visionsof the future.

The difference between her own condition and
that of other persons, educnted ns she had been,
struck her forcibly, oud she wept. “ They,"” said
ghe, * have friends aud relations, all striviig to
eave L hem, not only from what may hort, but what
may displease thien; watehing wob ouly for their
present safety, but for their future advantare,
ol preventing them even from injuring then-
selves, Dot durine my whole Life | have never
known g fricnd; have been in general surronnds=
el by enciiied, and very seldom exempt from
gome circumstance either of danger or cnlamity.
Yot mimL\' 1 nm not born o be for ever wreteh-
ed; the time will eome when"'—>5She began to
thinlk she ml'glht one tim(l! e ‘[IEI.]_'J-IIJ:'; but recols
lecting the despernte situption of Theodore,
"Nn»:'"sa.’:tl ghe, 1 ean never hope éven fm

el

1:1:1.11{ the following morning the good woman
of tha hevse caime to inguire how gho had regted,
awd fownd she had stept little, dnd wos much
worge tlian on the precoding night,  The unensi-
ness of her mind contributed to heighten the fo-
verish symptoms that attended her, and i the
course of the day her disorder besan to fssuine o
seriois pepect.  She obsorved Hs progress with
composure, resigning hereelf to the will of God,
and feeling Kitle to regrot in life. Hor Liml host-
ess did every thing in her power to relieve her,
and there was neither physician or apolhecary in
tha vill y 80 that uature was deprived of nons
of her advantages, Nulwithn.’rnndiugf thig, the dis-
order rapidly increased, and on the third day
from its first atiack she beeame deliviogs; alter
which sghe sanlk into o state of stupefaction,
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How long she remained in this deplorahle con-
dition she knew not; but on recovering her
genses, she found hersell in an apartment very
diffsrent from any she remembersd, It wae spa-
cious and almost beantiful, the bed and every
thing around being in one style of elegant sim-
plicity. For somo minutes shie lny in o tranee of
surprise, endeavouring to recolleet her scattered
ideas of the past, and almost fearing to move;
lest the plessing vision should vanish from her

eyes.

At length she ventured to raise herself, when
she presently heard a soft voice speaking near
her, aud the bed curtain on oneside was gently
undrawn by a beautiful girl.  As she leaned for-
weard over the bed, nnd with o smile of mingled
tenderneas and joy inguired of her patient how
shie did, Adeliné gazed in silent admiratio upon
the mest interesting fomale countenance she had
ever ssen, in which the expression of sweetness
united with lively sonse and refiucment, was
chnstened by simplicity, E

Adeling at length rocollected hersalf sufficient-
ly to thank her kind inquirer, and hegged to
know to whom she was obli !i, and where sho
wag, The Jovely girl pressed her huind; ®'Tis we
who are obliged,™ said she,  * Ohl how I rejoice
to find that yeu have recovered your recollec-
tion." Sha said no more, but flow to the door of
ihe apartment, and disnppeared. In a fow mi-
nutes ghie returned with an elderly Indy, who,
approaching the bed with ap air of tonder inte-
rést, paked eonecerning the state of Adeline; to
which the Iatter replipd, 8s well ns the azitation
of her spirits would permit, and ropeated her de-
give of knowing 1o whom she was so greafly
uhh%uﬁ. *You ghall know that hereafter," said
the Indys “at present be nssured, that yon are
with those who will think their eare ninch over-
paid by your reeovery; enbmit, therefore, to'ove-
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ry thing that may conduce to it, and consent to
be kept agquiet as possibilo,
_ Adoline gratefully smiled, aod Bbowed Lier hiend
in silent assent. The lady now qluitted the room,
for & medicine; having given which to Adéline,
the cartain wos elosed, and she was 1eft to ropose.
But her thoughts wers too sy to suffer har to
profit by the spportinity. She contemplated the
past, and viewed the present; and, when she
compared them, the contrast struck her with as-
tonishment. The whale appearcd like one of
those sudden fransitions: so Rchnmt in dreams,
i which wa pass from prief and despalr, we
Lnow not how, to comfort and deiight. :
Yet she looked forward to tho future with a
trombling anxiety that threatoned to retard her
reeavery: and whicl, when she vemembered the
words of lier genevols Donefactress, she endea-
vaured to suppress,  Had she Letter koown the
disposition of the persops inwhoese hovse she now
wag, her anxiety, as far ns it regarded herself,
must in A great measnre have been done away ;
for La Lue, its owner, was one of those rare cha-
racters to whom misfortune seldom looks in vain,
nnd whoso nalivegcadnnsg, confirmed by princi=
pleg is mniform and unassnming in its acts,. The
following little picture of his domestie Iife, his
fumily, and his manners, will more full illus-
trate his charneter: it was drawn from the Tife,
nnd it exaeiness will, it is hoped, compeneate for
its length.

THE FAMILY OF LA LUC.

_In the villaze of Lelencourt, eclébrated for iis
picturesque eituation at the foot of the Eay

Alps, Bved Arnand La Lne, a clergyman descend-
ed from an ancient Bimily of France, whose de-
cayed forlnnes pecasioned them to seek a retreat
in Bwitzerland, in an age when tle viclence of
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civil commotion sellam spared the conquered,
Ha was minister of the village, and equally loved
for the piety and benevolenee of the Christian,
o respected for the dimity and elevation of the
philosopher.  Mis was the philosephy of nature,
divectel by eommon sensed lie despised the jac-
zon of the modern schools, and the brilliont ghe
sarditics of systoms, which have dazzled withont
colightening, and  guided  withiout convincing
1hehr disciples,

His mind was penetrating; his views extensive;
and his-gyveteme, like his relizion, weré simple,
rational, and sublime, The people of Lis parish
Taokel u]’]l to himi o= to o father; for while his
precepts directed thefr minds, his exnmple touch-
od their hearts,

In r,»:n-]{ youth La Lue lost o wife whom he
tenderly loved: this event threw a tinctore of
soft and inferesting molanelholy over his charie-
fer, which remained, when time had mellotwed
the remembrance thot occaszioned . Philosophy
had strengthensd, not Inrdaned his ]:oarll; it en=
abled him to resist the préssure of affliction, va-
ther than ta overcome it. A

Calamity taught him to feel with peeuliar syme-
pathy the disfrosses of others. 1lig income
the parich was small, and what remained from
the divided and reduced estates of his ancestora
did not mueh ineresse it: bot, though he eould
not-alwaye relieve the necessitics of the indigent,
hiz tender pity and holy converfation seldom
failed in pdministering consolation te the meatal
gufferer, On these aceasions the sweet and ex-
nizite emotions of his heart have often induced
him to zpy, that conld the voloptuary be once
iensible of these feelings, he would néver after
forezo “ the luxury of doing good.”"—" Isnorsnen
of true pleasars,” he wonld sy, “morn et
Iy than temptation to that which is falso, leads to

viee™
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La Lee had onp =on and a davghter; who were
too youns, whea thefr wother died, to- Iament
theirloss, e loved thom with peentap tendoer-
ness, ng Lhe-childion of Lov wlom lis tever pens-
oil tadeplore; and it was for somo time his-solo
amusement to ohserve the gradual unfelding of
thelr infout minds, and te beml them to vivtue,
His was tho dosprand silent sorvovw ol the hearty
his complabte ':u nover gblraded upon ofhers,
ned veryseldam did he even montion Lz wife.
Hia giiof wos-too-stered for the eyo of tiondgar,
Often he reired to the deep solitude of the
mountaing, and smid thele solemn snd (remen-
dous eeenery, would Lrood everthe remmsnbranea
of times-pest, and resipo bhwself to the luxyryof

qdef, U Mis paturis from these littls exenrsions,

1 was always more placid sud comtented: n
swgd, tranguillity, which avoge dluiost to happi-
ness, wos diffosed over his mind, and his manners
were more than usuatly benevolent. As he gn-
zed on his children, and fondly Kissed them, o
tear woulll sometimes steal into hig oyes hui it
wis o tear of tender regred, unminglod with the
davker gualitios of scroow, and was ost prociows
to his heart.

On the denth of lite wifa ho roesived Tnto hiy
hiouse p-maiden gister, 8 sensible, worths wonta,
who wos deoply irterestod in the lmpmiues of
her brother, Her 2ffestionnteatiention amljudi-
cions condust antigipated the effect of thne in
golicning the ]_\o‘igtmuc;.‘ of hizs distress, nnd Loy
unriizifted cave of Lis ehildven; while 1t proved
the poodness of her own Leart; atteacted Lo
more elosaly to s,

It wns with inexprassible plessure (hat he
teaead in the Infnt fontareg of Clam the reseme
blanca-of Tier mothier, The- sz -gontlenssrof
manner, nnd the sume sweetness of dispoesiticn,
goon displayed. themeelvez; nnd ns el grow up,
Ber actiony frennently remiaded hit so strongly

12
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of his lost wife, 88 to fix Lim in reveries, which
absorhed al] his soul. i _

Engrrod in the delies of hisperish, the E:lui%+
tion of his eltiklven, amd in ;1111' uw.ﬁuhlu rasearch,
his years passed in tranquillity, “Chie tendor me-
Innehoby with which afliction hod tinetured his
mind, wag, by l"',f indulgences, betome: dear to
Libm, and bie would not have rehnguuhud. it for
the brightest dream of airy happmess, When
any passing incident distuched fom, Ie retived
for consclation to the idea of her he go faithifully
loved, and vielding to o gentle; and what the
woild wonld eall & romantic m&um, dunlly
vesumed his eomposurd.  This wiag (he gecret
Iuxury to which le withdrew from témporir
disappointment—the solitary enioyment which
diszipated the céloud of eare, and Llunted the
sting of vexalion—which elevated his mind
above this world, and opened to his vigw the
sublimity of :tnotilc_r..

The spot lie now: mbabited, the supounding
soenery, the romantic beauties of the nelghbour-
g wallie; were den to Lo Lue, for they hmd
ance heos loved by Clara; they had Lecn the
soenes of her tenderness, and of his lappiness.

His chateau stood on the borders of o gmall lake
hat was almost environed by mountaing of stu-
pendous keight, which, shooting into a viriely of
protesque fornng, composed 0 scenery singalarly
#olemin and sablime.  Dork woods, ititermingled
with beld projections of rock, sometimes barren
and semetines eovered with the pitrple bleom of
wild Howers, impended over the ke, nnd voere
‘ween in the cloar mirror of Its waters, T wild
sud slpine heights which roee above wers either
crowited with perpotunl snows; or exBilited ire-
mendous crags nod wasses of ablid reck, whosa
appeiratite was eontinuntly changing ng the ¥ays
ot light were vaviously rofloeted on their surfes,
ool whose summits were oftetwenpt in impene-
trable nuste, Some coltnzes und handets, Scate
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teved on the marzin of the like, or seated in pic-

turesgue points of view on the rocks above, wera

the only objects that reminded the beholder of
nmanity. !

Ui the side of the Inke, nently oppesite-to the
elintean, the mountaims receded, and a long choin
of Alps were seen stretehing in perspective.
Their innumeanl Je tints and shades, some veiled
in bine mists, some tinged with vich pyrple, and
others glittering in partia] Bght, gave Iuxurious
and magieal colourisg to the scene, .

Tl ehintean was wol laryre, bup it was conveni-
eit, nnd was chaacterised by an air of elegunt
simplicity and good order. The ontrance vas o
=mnl] hell, whilch, opening Ly o gless door into
the sivden, affordad o view of the lake, withi the
maztiificent scenery exhibited on its borders.
Ou the left of the hall was Ly Lies study,
where he usually passed his mornings; and ad-
joluing was a small voom flited vp with chemical
npparatns, and astronomnical instryments, and
othor :.:lllig:!cn:uula of seienee, Un the rvight was
tho family parlour, and bebind it a voom which
belonged exciusively to JMadame La Lue. Hera
were deposited variois mediciiies and botanical
distillntions, tozether with the dpparatus for pre-
poaring thom. Trom thiis room the wlicle village
was® liberally 'sly;-piim'i withh physical comfort;
for 3L was the pride of Andanis to believe heysolt
shiiful I releving the dsordors of Der noigh-

Fhey-

Eehind the elmtean rose a tuftof pittes, and in
frontn gentle declivity, covered with verdure apid
Howers; extendaed to the lake, wiose witors oy~
el éven with the grass, and gave fvegliness to the
neneiag that wisved over ils surfeee,  Flowoering
shimbs, intervingled with meuntein ash, orpross,
&l ever-meeen oaki, marked the boundary of the
garden.

AL the return of spring it was Clarn’s cora to
divect the youug shoots of (e platkts, to uurse
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the budding flowers, and fo shelter them with
the Iuxuciant lranches of the shiubs from the
cold DLlasts that deseonded from the niowntai
In suminer sho usunlly rese with the snn,
vicited hey faveurite fowers while the dew yet
Tung glittering on their lénves. The freshness of
early doy, with the glowing eolouring which then
touched the scemery, gave o prro apd exguisiie
delizht to bier innocont leart, Hern amidst
sectes of prandeur and suhlimity, she had guiclk-
Iy imbiled n tasto for their elharos, which taste
was heightetied by the influence of o warm ima-
ginntlon, ‘Fo view the gun rising ahove the Alps,
tinging threir snowy heals with light, and suddon-
Iy darting hisvays over the whals faee of naturg
—tg sec the fiery splendonr of the clonds veflect-
ed in the lake Delow, and the roseate tints finst
stoal u;lnm the rooks ahove—were amangy the sar-
Yiest plensures of which Clara was sheceptible.
From being delighted with the observance of na-
ture, she grow pleased with secing her finely
imitated, nnil soon displayed a taste for poetry
and painting,  When she was about sixteen, she
often saleeted from: hor father's library those of
the Ialian peels mest celebrated for picturesgue
Beauty, and would spend the fivst hours of moin-
inz in reading them under the shade of the acnoias
thit bordered thelake, Heretooshewould often
attempt e slhetehies of the surrounding scenery,
gl ot length !?' ropenterd cfforts, assisted
sOTD | iz\-:mi‘.lia:iamm I:c:-lbm&her. 12 steceed
ga well ng to produce twalve drawings i erayan,
which woro judged worthy of decornting “the
pariour of the shatean, il
foung L Lue played the flute, eud she Heten.
ed to im with exquisite delight, particulidly
svhen hestood on the morgin of the lake, under
hor belovpd neacine,  Hor volee wie sweof and
flexible, thotzh no!l strong, avd she goon leorned
to modulate it to the instroment. She knew
nothing of the intricacies of excention; lNer airs
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wire gimple, and her s!i]}j'llle aqually eo; ot she
KOO FRVE ;f:em a tonching expression, Inspired
'bﬁ}' the seneibility of hier henrt, which seldom Toft
those of her hearem nnnffected. .

It was the Lappiness of Ln Luo to ses hig
children happy: and in one of his excursions to
Geneva, whither lie went to visit some telstions
of hia late wife, lie bonght Clarn o lute,  She rg-
ceived it with more gratitude than she could ex-
press; and having learmed one air, she hastened.
to her favourite ncactas, and played it asain and
aodin 1] she forpot every thing besides. Hop
little domestic. duties, hier books, her drowing
‘even the hour which Dier father dedieated to her
inmprovenent, when she met her brother in the
litiary, nnd with him parteok of knowladye, even
this hotw passed nuheeded by, La Luc suflered
it to pase. DMadame was displeased that her
niece neglected ey domestie duties, and wished
to veprove her; but La Luc begzad she would be
silent. *Leb her experience teach her hier er-
ror,” said he; “precept seldom Lvings conviction
to nz minds.?

adame objected that experience was aslow
teacher. “1t is n sure one,” replied L Luc
“and is not wifrequently the quickest of ail
teachors: when it eannot lead wg fute sevious
evil, it is well to tinet to jt.7

The second day passed with Clara g3 the first,
andl the thivd as the second: she eoulil now play
severpl tunss: she eame to Lior father and ve-
pented whnt sile had heaimt.,

At sapper the crenm whs pot dressed, and
there was no fruit on the table: La Lne ingnired
the vensoni Clovn vecollected it, and blushed.
Ehe-oleerved that her brother was ohoent, but
nothing was said, Towards the conclusion of
the ropast he appeared; his countenance express-
ed Hnnmnl'fnﬂsgitiuﬂ but hegeated himeelfl in
gilenee. Clara inguived what hod detained him
from guppery and learnt that e hod been to a

%
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sick family in the neighbourhood, with the
weekly nllowance which her father ﬁm‘e them:
Lo Lue had entiusted the eare of this family to
Iris davehter, and it was her duty to have carried
them theirlittle allowanee on the preceding day;
bt <he had forgot every thing but nuieie,

“ How did you find the woman!™ eald La Lone
to his son.—*" Waorse, Sir,” he rveplied; * for Ler
medicines had not béeen vregulirly given, and the
children had had Jittle or vo food ln-dths'-"

Clara was:shocked, "% No food to-dayt™ enid
ghe to herself; “and I have been playing ail day
on my Inte under the acacing by the lake!" Her
father did not seem to abserve her emotion, ot
turmed to his son, I [efe her beteer,” said the
Iatter; ®the medicines I carried pased hor prin,
and T had the pleasure fo see her ehildren make
o joyful supper,” . :

Ginmi pechaps for the first time in her life,
envied him his pleasure: her heart was full, and
ghe sat silent. ™ No food to-day!™ thought sho.

She retired pengively to her chomber. The
pweot gerenity with which she nsually vwent to
rest wos vanished, for ehe conld no longer reflect
on the past day with eadisfaction,

o \What o pity” enid shey "that whit i5 so
r‘lqnsmg ghould La the cause of g0 much pain!
This lute is my delight; and my torment!” This
veflection ocensioned her much internal debate;
but before she eould conie to any resolution Vpen
the point in question she fell nsleep,

She awolie very oarly the next wmorning, and
impatiently wiatched the progress of the dawn.,
Thie sun at lensdh nppenving, she arose, and,
deterytined to moke sl the atonement i her
power for her former uncgleet, Lastened to the
cottage. i :

Iiere shie remained o considerablo. time, and
when she returned to the chatesy ler counte-
panee had teceverad all its dsual-serenity; she
resolved, owever, nobto tonch her lute that day.
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Till the hour of brealfast ele busied berself in
Linding up the flowers, and praning the shootg
that were too Inxuriant ; and sho at length Touml
herself, she searcely Lnew how, heneath her les
Joved aeaclas by the side of the nke. % AL
eaid she, with o gizh, * how sweetly woulid the
song T leprned vesterdsy sound now over the
vaters!™  But she remembered her determing-
tiom, mndd checked the step she was involuntarily
taking towards the chatean,

She attended her father in the lvary at the
usunl howr, and leamned, from his discourse wit
Teer brothor on what had boen read the two pre-
coding dove, that she liad lost much entertaining
knowledre. She requested her fathor would in-
form lier to what thas conversation allnded; bub
lie ealmly replied, that she had preferred anether
mmusement at the time when {lie subject wos
discussed, and must thercfore content herzelf
with ignoranee. " YVou would reap the rewards
of study from the amusements of wlleness;™ said
gy “lenrn to be reasonable—do net expect to
unite inconsistencies,’

Clara felt the justice of thia rebuke, and re-
membered her Lute, ** What misehiel has it ocea-
gioned | siched she, * Yes, 1 am determined not
to touch it all this day. I will prove that I am
able to coutrol my Inclinations when 1 soe it
necessary so to do”  Thus resolving, she applicd
herself to study with more than usual nesiduity.

She adhered to her resolution, and towards the
close of the day went into the garden to amuse
berself, The evening was still and waconymonly
Leawtiful, . Nothing was heard but the foing
shivering of the Jeaves, which returned Ll at
intervals, making silenee more solemn, and tha
distamt mwrmurs of the terreénts that rolled
muoong the cliffs.  As she stood by the lake, cnd
witehed the sun slowly sinking Ec«iow the Alps,
whose- summits were finged with gold and pur=
ple; dsshe saw the lest rays of light gleam upon
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the waters, whoze surface was not eurled by the
Vightest nir, ghe gizhod, "0h! how eénchanting
would be the sound of my lute ot tiis moment
on thiz spot, and when svery thing s so stil
tround me!l”

The temptation was loo powerful for the reso-
lubion of Clara: she man to the chatean, returned
with the inctriment to her doar néaciaz, and Les
neath their shade continued to play i1 thie sur-
vounding oljects faded in dorkness from hier
gight.  Dut the moo orose, audl, shedding a
trembling lustre on the lake, 1nde the - seene
more cﬂ.fﬁh‘nllng than ever,

It wos finpossible to quit se delightful n spot;
Clma repented her faveurite nirs again and agatu.
The beauty of the hour dvwaliened all hergpening;
she never played with sueh expression bofore,
and she listened with increasing rapture to'the
foncs as they lnnpuished over the waters amd
died sy on the distant air.  She was perfectiy
enchanted.  “Nol nothing wan over so delight-
Tul o5 to play en the lute beneath her neacing, on
the margin of the lake, by moanlight.”

When ehe retwrned to the chatoaw, supper was
over, Ln Lue hod observed  Clara, and would
nob suffer her to be intérrupted,

When the enthusigsm of the hour was passed,
rhe recallected that she had breken ber ¥ezoli-
tion, and the reflection pave hier !min. 4l
prided mysell on controlling my inclinations,”
gaid she, “amd 1 have weakly yielded to their
divection, But what evil have T ineurved by in-
dulging them this evening! 1 bave neglected uo
duty, for 1 had nove to perform,  Of what then
have | to aconse myellt Tt wonld have been abs
guril to have leept my vesolution, and denied my-
gell o plegsure, when there appearved 1o rensen
for this sell-dendal.”

She pauscd, not quite satisfied with this rea-
goning,  Suddenly resoming ler inquiry, * Do
how!” gaid she, ¥am I eortain that 1 shoold
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have resisted my inclinations if there had been p
rensen for opposing them? 1IF the poor family
whom I neglected yvesterday had Leen unsup-
plicd to-day, 1 fear | should ngnin lave forget-
ten them while T played on my lute on the hanks
of the lake” )

She then recollected all that her father had at
differept fimes soid on the sabject of self-com=
1and, and she folt soma pain. :

* Ng,' said ghe, if T do not consider that. to
TEEETVD nmsﬂlm.{m_i,"wlum 1 hinve oneo solemuly

armied, i5-a sufficiont resson to control Iny in-
clinations, 1 fear no other motive would long
resttnin me. 1 seriovsly determined not to
tonch my lute thizs whole day, and 1 have lroken
my resalution. To-morrow Derhiips 1 may Le
tempted to neglect some duty, Tor 1 have discover-
ed that 1 cannot rely on my own prudence. Sinee
Peannot epnquer templation, 1 will fiy from it.>?

On the following merning she Lrought her Iute
{0 La Luc, and bogged he would receive it neain,
mmd ak lenst keep it till éhe had tught her weli-
nations t6 subnit to eontrol.

The heart of La Lue swelled as she spoke.
* No, Clitra,"" said he, “it is winecessary thnt 1
should recolve yourlutes the sacvifice yon would
make proves yom worthy of my confilence,
Tilke back the instroments sinee you have sulli-
cient refolution to resign it when it leads you
Trom duty, T doubt not that you will be alile to eons
tio] its nfluenee now that it is rostored Lo Vo™

Clara felt a degree of pleasure and }'wir]e nt
these words, such as she hnd never hefore ex-
perienced: but she-thought, that to deserve (he
commoendation they bestoved, itk was necessnry
to complete the sacrifice she hnd begun, In the
virtuous enthusiszin of the moment, the delights
of musi¢ wire forgotten in thege of ospiring to
well-earned prnise: and when ghe rofused tho
lute thus offored, she was conscious only of ex-
guisite mensationsz, ® Donr Siv™ gnbd she, tearg
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of pleasnre swelling in her éyes, “allow me to
deserve the proises you bestow, and then T shall
indesd be happy" i

La Lue thonsht she had never resemblod hor
mother so mueh as at this instant, and tenderly
Lissing hery he for some nements wept in silence.
When Le wis nlde to speak, “you do slready
deserve my pruises,” asaid he, “and 1 restore
your lute as o rewnrd for the conduct which ex-
gites them.” This seene-called hack recollectiong
100 tender for the heart of La Luc, nand giving
Clarn. the instrument, he abruptly gnitted the
TOI, ) iy

La Lue's son, 2 voulh of much prowmise, wag
designed by his father for the ¢hurch, and had
received from him an excellent edoeation, which
however, it was thought neeessary le should
finiah at on universitys that of Genevn was fixed
upon Ly Le Lue, His scheme had been to make
lita gom mot o scholar only; hoe was ambitions
that he shonld alzo be envinble ns o man. Fromn
m—rii infaney he had aceustomed him to hardi-
hood and endurance, and, w be advoneed in
vouth, ho rncnnmgu{i him-in manly exercisos
and aequainted hin with the useful nrts as well
ns witll abstraet science,

He was high epivited and ardent in Lis temper,
Tt his heart was genevous and offectionate, He
looked forward to Goneva, snd the nuew world it
would distlose, with the sangnine expeetations of
youths and in the delight of these expectntions
Aens absorbed the vegrer he would othervwise have
fait at nseparaiion from his family,

A Dbrother of the late Madnme La Lue, wlho
wis by birthoan Englishwoman, rezided at Gene-
va with hisfamily., To bave beew velnted to liis
wife was o suiflcient elsim upon the heart of
Lue, and he had, therelore, always, Lept upan
iutercoigse with Alv. Andley, though the differ-
ence in their charagters and manner of thinkivg,
would pever pormit (L3S nszocintion to advance
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inta friendship.  La Lue now wrote to him, signi-
fying an intention of sending his gon to Genevn,
and recommending him to lus care: to this letter
Mr Andley veturned a friendly angeer; aud a
short time ‘after, nn’ gequaintancs of Lo Lucts
Leing called to Gengva, he determined that his
won ghould accompany lim. The separation was
prinful to La Lae, and almost ineupportable to
Clags.  Madame was prieved, aud took cere that
hre ghould have o sufficiont quantity of medicines
pub up in bis traveling trink; she was al=o at
eome paing to point out their virtues, nnd the
different complaints for which they swere requi-
sites but she wioe enreful to deliver hor lomure
during the absence of het Trother.

La Luwe, with his dangliter, sccompanied hia
eott on horse-back to the next town, which was
about eizht miles from Lelencourt; and there
pznin enforeing all the ndvice he had formerly
given him respecting his conduct and pursnits,
anid ngsin vielding to the tender weaknesa of the
father, he lade him farewell,  Clam wept, and
fielt more soorow at his parting than the oceasion
eould Justify; but this was nlmost the first time
b hid Tinown grief, and she artlesely yielded to
its influence. ) )

La Lae and Clara travelled pensively hack,
and the day was closing when they came within
view of the lake, and soon after the chatean.
Never had it :'ljii"cﬂrl'd gloomy till now; but now,
Clara wandered forlornly thiough every deserted
nynrtment whioes shoe had Deen accustoniod to
s her hrother, and recolleeted o thousand little
circometancss, whiel, had he Yeen present, she
would have thought immaterial, but on which
imagination now stimped a value, The gerden,
the seenes aromnd, afl wore & melaneholy aspect
and it was- lonz ere they resnmed their natua
clharaeter, and Clera recovered lier viveeity.

Near four years had elopsed since. this separas
ticn, when one evening, a3 Madame La Lue mnd



a4 THE NOMANCE OF THE POREST.

lLier niece were sitting at work together in the
parlonr, a good woman in the nefrhbonrhood de-
sived to be admitfed.  She came Lo ask for'some
medieiney, nud the adviee of Madame Lo Lud.
# Here ja papd accidont happened at cur cotl
Aladam,” said she; “ 1 am sure my heart aches
for the poor young creature.”—Madame La Lue:
desived she would explain herself, and the wo-
man proceeded to say, that her brother eler,
whom she had nob séen for o many years, swas
arrived, and bad brought a voung lady to her
eottnge, who she verily believed 11'nu.ﬂﬁ'fy . Sha
deseribed her disorder, and acquainte Eﬁwnmn
with what i‘»armuh]_rs of her mournful m:'";
Peter had related, failing not to exagrerate sue
as-hor compassion for the wihappy stranger and
Lier love of the marvellous prompted.

The aceount nppearsd n vory exiveordinary
one to Madame; but pity for the forlorn eondi-
tion of the young sufferer induced her to inguire
farther into the affair,’ * Do let me po to her,
Madame,” said Clara, who had been listening
with reaily compnssion to the poor woman's nar-
rative; “ Do suffer me to go—eaha must want
comforts, and I wish mueh to see how sho is'
Madame nslied some farther questions conedrns
ing hier disorder, and then, taking off her spec-
taeclos, she rose from her chair and said she would
o hersel, Clarn desived _to mdﬂn&m her,
They put on thelr hats nand followed tho good
woman to the.cottage, where in a S
clase room, on & miserable bed, Iny 'dehnei
I:aln. emnciated, and, unconscious of all around
wer, Madame turned to the woman, and asked
how long she had been in this !mﬂ', while Clarn
wient up to the bed, and faking the nlmost 1ifg-
less hand that lay on the quilt, looked anxiously
in horface. “She observes nothing” said she,
“poor creature! I wishshe wasat the chatenu
she would be better necommpdated, and 1 mld'
nurse hor therel”  The woman told Madame La
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Le, thnt I:hrz rmmﬁ' lndy hiad lain in t!m, _-.mm
for & mure LPlenc nxamln oxqrw '
nndshnnkher ead, *This mum vory elose,
suid she.—* Yery le indeed,” eried lE‘:’!l.rn
camerly: "enrely sho would he bettor of ihe
chaienu if she eould ba moved.”
% Wa will gee nbout that,” said her nunt. ¥ In
the mean time let me s.f.'onl-. to-Foter; it i some
years since T saw him ™ She went to the outer
room, and the womon ran out of the cotiege to
look for him, Wlon sho wos pone, ¢ Tlu-a isn
miserable habitation for the Fbm stronger,” said
Clarns * che will never he well hore: do, Madame,
Iet lier be carricd tooour bovse; [om sure my
father would wish i, Besides, t'imm fa sonte=
thinz In her featires, oven inanimate as they
nw nre, that prejudiecs e in her favour.”
Eh'lil I never persuade vou (o give up thot
rnm:.nllc nuliu{: of judging people by their
d her anpt: ¥ wwhat soit of o fnee she
has is m‘ 1m Little consefjmance—hor conditicn
ig lamentable, and 1 am desirous of ameonding
it; but 1 wish first to ask Peter a fow questions
concerning hor.t?

¥ Thank vou, my desr atnt,” said Clara: *ghe
will he 1‘0'nm‘ctl then!® Madame Ln Lite twng
going to reply, hmt Peter now eptered, and ex-

ressing proat joy ot seeinp lm:l' ngain, nguired

ow Aonsigur La Lug and Clira did,  Clara
immediately welcomed honest Feter to his -
tive place; and he veturned her salufaltion with
maty expressione of surpiiso ab ﬂﬂdlur her o
mueli prowa—""Thouzh T have to ofien dandled
you in myarms, Ma ‘arpeile, 1 should never
have Ln:mn xaun ioain. Youne twizs ghioot fast,
as they enx.”

Badame La Lue now ingquired into the parti-
culars of Adeling’s story, and heard ns myueh ns
Peter knew of it; being only that his late mastor
found her in o very distressed eitustion, and that
he hind himself brovght sy from the sbbey 12
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-gave her from a French Marquis, The simplicity

of Peter’s mianier would not suffor Ler Lo gnes=
tion his vernciiy, thouzh some of the circun-
stances e relnted excited all her surprise, and
awakened all her pity. Tears frequently stood
In Cluti's eyes during the course of lis narra-
tive, and when he conchided, she snid. “ Dear
Mruimne, I nm sure when my father learns the
Bistory of this unbappy young womsan, lie will
not refuse to be o parent to ler, aud Foill Lo
hoer sistoay,!

“ She deserves it all,” sald Peter, * for she fs
very pgood indeed' e then procesded in a
sirain of praise, which was very ouosaal with him.
— T will mo hiome and conault with my brother
ahout Der,” enid dadams La Lue, 1ising: “she
certainky ought to Be removed {o o more airy
room.  The choteau iz <o near, thit I thinlc she
mey be earried thitler without mueh k"

 Heaven blees you! Madame,” eried Peter,
rubbing ks hands, “for your geodness: to my
poor yuung lody.” )

La Lue had just veturned from his evening
wiile when they reachied the ehatenn. Madame
told him whers she load been, sl related the
history of Adeline and her peesent condition,
Ehxall meaus hove her vemoved hithes™ said
La Loec, whose exes bore. testimony to the ten-
detiess of LIS heort,  She can be Detter attend-
¢ to here than in Snsan's eotlage”

“1 knew you wonld sayso, wy dear fathor™
gl Clirmg * 1 will go and erder tie preen bed Lo
be preparad for e

“Be pattent; uiece,” said Madame Lo Tweg
" thewe s no ocoaston for sueh hodle: somwe things
are Lo Lo considered fir=t; Dol ¥oi are youns and
ronantie=La Luc smiled, “The ovening iz
now clesed,” resmped Madame; it will there-
fure lie dangerous Lo remove Loy before Inorning,
Enrly to-morrow i voont shall be got veady, and
ghe shall be bronglit here: in the mean time 1
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will EE amd 1nake up a medicine, which I hopa
may be of service to her,"—=Clara reluctantly ng-
sented to this delay, nmd Madante Lo Luc ré-
Lived to her cloget, i
Oa the following morning, Adeline, vrapped
in blankets, and ﬁtc_ll-:red_ a5 meh o8 possible
from the air, was brought to the chatean, whera
the good La Lue desived she wight bave overy
attention paid hey, aud where Clarn watehed
over ler with uneeasing auxiety and tenderiess,
Bhe- remained in a state of torpor |:'m.ﬂ!|g; il
vieater park of the dny, bul townsrds evening she
veathed more fecely ;yand Clara, who still walch-
od by her bed, lad at leogth the pleasuee of
pereeiving that her senses were restoved. It
wig At s moment that she found hevself in
the situation from which we have digressad to
E;vc- this acconnt of the venerable Lo Lue and
ig family,—The render will find that hig virtues
and hisfriowdship to Adeline deserved this notice.

CHAPTER XVIL

Anerixe, nssisted by o fine constitution, and
the kind attention of her naw fricuds, was, in
Jietle myore than o weal:, so wuel recovored as to
leave ber chamber, She was intrpduced to La
Lne, whont ghe et with toars of gratitude, and
thienked for lds goodness, I o Waunee S0 WA,
yut fo artless, as interesied him et move in her
favow:. Durles the procress of her recovery; the
sweetntigal her helaviour had entiroly woil tha
heart of 1‘..‘I:1.:'uI nnd. greatly interested thit of
her amt, whosa reporia of Adeline, togethor
with the pratees bestowed by Clara, ol eXelted
hoth esteem and euriosity in the bremst of La
Eue; and hengw met Ler with an-expression of
benignity, which-spoke peace and comiort to lier
heart, Sk had sequainted Madamd La Lue
with such particulavs of her story, 85 Petor,
elther through ignoratee or iuaitent!'nu, hnd pes
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communicated, suppressing only through o false
delicacy, [.qn'l.ﬁ:-\ Tg.n ulgmw cdgment . of hay
aftachment to Theodore,  These circumstances:
were repeatad to La Lug, whe, ever sensilile to
the snifferings of others, was particulirly interest-
ed by the singular misfortunes of Adeline,

Near p forfnight Bad elapsed since her romovnl
to the clinfean, when one morning La Lue desi-
red to spenk with her alone.  She followed him
inte Lisstudy, ond then, ina manney the most
deliente, e told her, that ns he founed she was 9o
unfortnuate io her father, lic desivesd sho wonld
henceforth congider him os her parent, and his
henge hey home.—'*You asnd Clava “shall ba
equally my danghters,” continued he; * Inm
rielt in hoving svch ehildren.”"—The strobg oma-
tions’ of surprise and eratitnde for some timo
kept Adeling sllent—" Do nof thank me™ eaid
Ln Lue; I know all you sronld say, and 1 liow,
afeo thot Iew Lot doing sy duty, 1 thank God
that my daty and my pleasires nre genernlly in
anisen.’  Adeling Wipwl gway the tears which
s readness had excited, and wos going to gpeaks
bt La Lue pressed her fiand, and, turking oy
to conceal hisemotion; he walked out of the room.

Adeline wae now considerad s« part of the
Taomily, and in the parentnl Gindogss of Ta Lue,
the sisterly nffection of Clarn, and the steady nid
witiform regaed of Madame, stie vonld hive boen
haypy as she wos: thankful, had not oncensime
poely for the [te of Theodore, of whom in
thie solitud eehe wos-leos lilkely than ever to-heny,
corroded lior henrt, and smbiltored every mo-
mont of redlaction.  Even wwlien sleep oblitersted
for a while the memory of the past, his imagoe
froguently arotd to her fsnoy, scoompanied by
all the exngromtings of tenor. She eawe him in
chainz, and struggling in the grosp of rufians, op
saw him led, aniider (he dreadind ypmy tiong
for execution, inte the feld: she saw the sgpony
of his look, ind Heand hitn repeat hoer nome in
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frentic accionts, till the horrors of thie somme gver-
came her, and ghe nwvole,

A similavity of faste and chorneter sttnehed
lier to Clarn; wet thie misery Lhng prered upot
st heart was of a native too deliente fo o gpo-
lcen of, and: ghe never wentioned Theodors even
to her friend.  Herillniggs kad vetloft her wenk
and Yaumiid, ol the perpetunl snxiety of her
miimel eontributad to prolong this state, She en-
deavoured, by strong, wmd Calmost  continual
elforts, to abstract Lor thoughts from their
mirnfol subject, ond wes often suecessful,  La
Lug had an a::éc!fun!. lilvary, and the instrction
it offered ot once gratificd her love of howledge;
and withdeewr her mind from paifil recollee-
tions. His conversation, too, ntftrded her tuo-
ther reluge from misery,

Bat her chief pmmzement was {o wander
among the sablime secnory of the adjacent enins
tryv. sometinied with Clara, though silen 'with no
other compnnion than o book.,  There were in-
deed times whon the conversation of her fiiend
imposed o painfel restroint, and, when siven n
to refleetion, she wounld rmmble alone throug
eeonps, whose solitary gprendeur assisted and
geotherd the melnmeholy of her heart. Here sha
sronld- vétriee nll the conduct of her Beloved
Theadare, and endenverr to recollect his exact
conntennnee, his niry Aand manner.  Now sha
wonld weep ot the romembrancs, snd then,
suddenly congidaring that le hod, perhops, ol-
ready suffored an ignominions denth for hier snle,
oven ineansequence of thoe very action wiiich
had proved his love, o dresdful despair would

we ler, nnd, nnteﬁlm:inhnr tenrs, wonld threat-
en to bear down every barvier that fortitude and
rezzon eonld eppose.

Fearing longer to trust Ler own thoughts, she
would hurry home, and by o desperite effort
would bry to lose, in tl:uétl conversstion of La Luc,
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the remambrance of the past, Her melancheoly,
wrhen he obeerved it Lumbuc nttribnted to II.’
gense of the criel treatment she hnd voceived
from her father; a circumstance which, by ex-
citing his compassion, endeared hier more strong-
Iy to his heart; while that love of rational ‘cons
versation, which, in her ealmer hours, so fre-
quently n]‘uFrzane yopenad to him a new source of
amusement in the enltivation of & mind eager for
Inowledpe, and enscoptible of all the energiesof
poniug, She found o melaucholy plescure i lig-
toning to the soft tones of Clure's Tube, and would
often spothe her mind by attempling to repent
the airs she heard.

The gentlencss of her manners, Prt aling 50
mitch of thnt pensive eharacter which mharked
La Lne's, v 04 goothing {o his heart, and tincturéd
his hehavionr with a degree. of tenderness that
intpmrted eomfort to her, and pradually won les
entire confidence nnd affection, She saw with
extreme concern, the declining state of his
frealth, and nnited her efforts witl those of tho
family to nmuse and rovive him,

‘iie plensing socicty of which ghe partook, and
the quietness of the comntry, at length restored
her mind to o state of tolornble composure,.  She
wis now acquainied with all the wild walks of
tho neighbonring mountains, and, never tired of
viewing their astonishing scenery, she often in-
dulged horself in traversing alone their unfro-

nented paths, where now and then a peasant
ronk & neighbouriog villoge was all that inter-
rapted the profound solitude. She generally
took with hor o bools, that if sha porcived her
thoughts inclined to fix on the ona object of her
grief, she might force them to a suhject less dan-
!:urmls to her peace. She had becone # tolera-
de proficient in English while at the convent
where she received hor eduecation, and the in-
strnctions of La Lue, who was well uninted
with the language, now served to perfeet hee, He
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a3 partial to the English: he adovired their
character, and the constitufion of their lnwes
anid his libeary contained o collection of the hest
nuthors, partiouiarly of their philogophers and
Ruolf- Adeline foind that no s of writing
nd power =0 effectnnlly to n'itEdrntr her
from the contemplation of its own misery as the
higher kinds of poetry, and in thess her toste
spon tanght her to distinguish the superiority of
the Enghish over that of the Froneh, The geniug
of the linguage, more perhaps than the genius of
the people, if indsed the distinetion may be al-
lowed, decasianed this.

Ehe froquently tonk o volome of Shakspenre
or Milton, and laving pained some wild emi=
nemen; wonld gedt horealf Bonsath the I-iams‘
whese low murmnrs foothed bor hearl, and eon-
spired with the visions of the post to Tull her te
forpetfilness of gricf,

Une’ evening, when  Clayn was onpaged at
ligme, Adeline wondered alone to n favourito
spob among the rocks that bordered the hoke.
1t wes an eminenss which commandsl an entive
view of ‘the Inke; and of the stupendeus moun-
toins that enviromed i, A I'eu.'_?pﬂp-l thorns
grew from the precipice benenth, v ieh deseend-
ed perpendicularly to the seater’s edge; and
abora rose n thick wood of larch, pine, and fir
interminzled with some chesnnt and mountain
azh. Thie eveing was fine, and the gir =0
shill, that it scarcely wnved the light leaves of
the trees aroind, or rimpled the hroad expansn
of the waters helow. Adeline gazed on the
seens with o kind of still raptwre, and: watched
tha s]-:m sinking nmid a eximson glow, which tint-
od the bosom of the lake, nid the smowye hondg
of the -IIJi:tn:f.t iﬂli‘ﬁ'- The t:‘I-:EHI:.-‘.H: hlhf{:h E;g
Spenery redd, wos now helghtened by
tones of o E-cm-l'z lrrns nnd Ionlen_ an the Take
she perceived ot soine distance o Heasure boats
As itwas g epectacle rather pocommon in this
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eolitude, ghe coneladed the baal contained & party
orefeners coine to view the wonderful scenory

efthe connlry, o perhaps of Genevols, wheely

to ames tlemseives ona lake, almost as g:m

though mueh less extensive, than thelr own; and

the latter conjecture was probabiy just,

La Lue observing how much Adeling was
charmed with the features of the country, and
ilesirous of amusing-her melancholy, which, nots
withstanding e efforts, wos often too apparent,
wished te show her ethor seenes than those Lo
which hor wollis were clteumseribed, He pro-
posed o party on horsebaek to talke & nenrer vigw
of the Glaciers; to alicmpt their sscent was o
difficulty and futizue to which neither La Lue,
in His prosent:stateof health, ar Adéline, were
equal,  She had not been secostomed to ride
single, and (Me mpuntainons road they were to
]lm's, mnde the experiment vather dangerons;
yat ehe concealed hor fodrs, and {Ley wore not
sufficient to make Ler wish te farego an cojoy-
ment sucl &3 wes now offered hor,

The following day was fixed for this exeursion,
La Loue ond hisparky ovgée ab o edvly hour, and
having teleen o slicht breakfust; they st ent
towards the Glaeier of Montanvert, which loy ut
o few leagues’ distence. Pelér cmied o small
basket of provisions; and it wos their plan to
dine on some pleasant spot, inthe open an.

It ig nnnecossny fo doscribs the high enthesi-
arm of Adeline, the mevre complacent pleasire
of La Lue, and the transports of Clam, gs the
seenes of thiz romantic epuntry ehiftod fo theit
eyes,  Now frowning In dark and gloomy gran-
deny ft exhibiled ouly tremendons toéky, and
eatarneis rolling from the heiphis iuto some den
and marrew vailey, aloug whieh their unif
witers roared nnd foamed, amd burst awny to
rigrions inaecessibla to morial fool: and now the
seeno arose loss ficroely wilds

" Tlie poinp of groves and garnitire of fclds™
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were intermingled with the ymder features of
nature, and while the snow froze on the sammit
sof thommountuin, the vine blusled at its foot.

Engaged fn intevesting conversation, and by
the admirntion which the connbry excited, {hey
travelled on (11 noon, when they ;ﬂulﬁ,'ll Jound
for a pleazout spob wheve they nsight rest and
toke refreshiiont, At gome little distanes thay

ereeived the ruiss of n fabivie, which hnd onge
wen n eastlo: ik gtood nearly on o point of rocic
thet dverhung a deep valley; ond its broken
turrets rising fromy amony the woods that em-
bioseaned 1, heightensd tﬁa pickuresgue. boauty
of the chivet.

The editice invited cnriosity, and the shades
ropaea—in Lo and liis party advanced.

[hey sested (henwelves on the grass, under
the shado of some high trees, near the ruins.
An oponiug in the weods afforded o viow of
the distant Alps—the deep silonce of ‘solitude
:rlt_-i:lmih For some time they were logt in me-

iation.

Adtebpra o1t mosweel complaceney, stich o% sho
i long lden aositanger (o, Leoking at La
Liwe, ehe pereeived a teay stecling down lus
choeli, wigle the elevation of his mind was
sironzly oxpiessed on his countenance. . Ho
tnrwed on Clirs hia eyes, which were now filled
with fenderness, ond mede nn effort to recover
Limself,

* The =tillness and total gaelosion of this scene,™
paid Adeline, “those sinpeidous monntaing thie
glooimey prendem: of thise woods, together with
that mopmmet of faded glory onwhicl the hand
of time is so cmplinticnliy inpressed, diffose n
sacteld enthoizsm over tho wiad, sud dwaken
seneations truly enblime.”

Lo Lue wis going Lo speal; Imt Peler coming
forward, desirad to kiow whetler ho had not
hotter open the wallot, nehe faneled i honour
and the Yonng ladicd must o midn hungyy, jog-
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?ﬂg on 5o far up hill and down befors ‘dinner,
‘hey acknovwledzed the fruth of honest Peter's
guspicion, nod accepted his Lint. N

Iir_i'rcs!mmuis were epread on the grass, and
having seated themselves nodor the canopy of
waving wonds, surrounded by the swoets quwird
flowers, they inhaled the pure brecze of the Alps,
which might he called spirit of air; and partook
of o repast, which these cironmstances rendered
dﬂ%{%ﬂlm‘h to depart, *1 s

en they drese to depart, am unwilling,

d Clarn, *“to guit this elmrminF ﬁﬁh How
delightful would it be to pass one's life benedth
these shades, with the friends who are dear to
ané!—La Lye smifed st {ha romantie simplicity
of the idea; but Adeline sizhed ﬁ% o tho
image of felicity, and of Theodere, which it re-
entled, and twmed away to conceal her tears.

Thioy now mounted their horses; simd soon after
arrived nt the foot of Montnovert. The emotions
of Adeling, u-shqcuylnmfluled in yaripus poiuts
of view the nstonishing objects areund hes, sur-
possed all expression ; and the feclings of the
whale party wers too strong to admit of conver-
sation.  The profound stiliness which reigned
in these regions of solitude, inspired awe, and
heightened the sublimity of the sccnory 1o an
exquisite degrae,

STt geeme® paid Adeline, “as i woe ware
witlking over the ruing of the world, and wera
1lie 4:11['_1.' persong whe had survived the wreck.
I can soarcely persuade mysgelf that we are not
left alone on the gloke.”

“ihe view. of these objects! sald Lo Lug,
YWHfts tho sonl 1o their Great Author, and we
contemplete with o feeling nlmost teo vast fonr
Lumenity—the sublimity of his dature in the
grondear of his worls,"=—La Luc raized his gyes,
filled swith tears, to heaven, and was for some
mements Jost in silent adoration,

They nuiited fhesescenes with extremereluge.
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tances but the hour of the day, and the appear-
ance of the clonds, which seemed gathering for o
storm, made them basten their departure,  Ade-
lime adimost wished to linve witnessed the tremoens
dous effect of a thundersstorm in these regions:

They returned to Lelencourt by a difforent
ronte, and the shode of the over-hanging preci-
pices was deepened by the gloom of the ntmos-
plieve. It was evening when they cnme within
view of the Inke, which the travellers vejoiced
to see, for the storm s long threatened was now
fast a prnunhizulg; the thunder murmured among
the Alps, and the dark vapours that relled hea
1.':!{ along their ides hefglitened their dreadiul
sublimity. La Luc would have tEﬂckcﬁiEﬂ hiis
puee, but the road winding down the steep side
of & wmountain, made coution necessary,  The
darkeniug air and the lightnings that now fashed
along the horizen tervilied Clara, but she with-
held the oxpression of her fear in consideration
of her father. A peal of thunder, which secmed
to shake tho carth to i foundations, and wos
veverberated in tremendoeus echoes from the
cliffy; burst over their heads,  Clua’s hiorse took
fright at the sound, and setting off, hinried hey
with amazing velocity down the mountain to-
wards the loke, which washed its foof. The
n«uul\; of Lz Lue, who viewed j.ler Erﬂgreﬁs in
the fiorrible expectation of seeing her dashed
down the pmﬁm that bordered the road, is
not to be descri

Clora kept ler eeat, but terror had nhmost
deprived lier of senso,  Her efforis to preserve
herself were mechunied], for she gcarcely knew
what slie diild. The hovse, however, cumed her
safely almost to the foot of tho mountain, Lat
was makin ﬁwwards tlig Inkee, when o gentleman
who trovelled along the rond caught the Lridle
a8 the anbimal endesvoured to paes.  The sudden
nLD‘Fp'l_n[; of the horse threw Clara to the ground,
and, impoticut of restraine, the animal bures
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from the hand of the stranger, nnd{]:lun.gedi_.nto
the Iske. The violeneo of the fidl deprived hier
of recoliection; but while the stranger endes-
1—01;':&1 to support her, his servant fan to fetel
water.

She soon recovered, find unelosing hor eves,
found herself in the arms of & chevalies, who
appeared to support her with diBentty, The
compassion. expressed in his counteniuce, whise
he fnguired how she Aid, vevived her sparits, and
she was endenvouring to thank him for his Eind-
ness whion Lo Lue and Adeline came op,. The
terror imprestpd on her father’s features was
pereeived by Clara; languid as she wos, she tried
to rajse ierself, and said with a fiint swile, whiel
betrayed instend of disguising her sufferings,
S Dear Sir, 1 nmonot hurt  Her pale ecnntes
nanee, nud the blood that triekled down her
cheek, contradicted her sords, But La Lue,
to whom tervor hid sugrested the utmost possi-
ble evil, now rejoiced to hear her 5{‘1!11!:; ha
recalled some presende of mind, and whild Ade-
Tine applied ler salts, he eliafod hes temples,

When she revived she teld him how inuch she
wis-obliged 1o thig stranger, Lo Lue endeaveur-
et tn -.*xin'qsm: Tz pratitudes Lot the former inter-
ruptinge bim, bepred he might be spared the pain
of receving, Uuuiks for having followed only an
im_ful.sl: of common liamanisy,

ey wera not nov far from Lelenvourt; but
the evening wasalmest shut i, and the thunder
pirmured deeply among the hiliz,  La Luc was
digtressed how (o tonvey Ulars Home,

1 endenvonring fo vaise her from the sronmd,
the eirgnger betraying ench evnptons of pain,
that La Lue inquired cosestiing it The sudden
jerke which the horen had given the amm of the
chevalien, in 'E'.'cn|l'-illl;'.‘.' from hin held, bad violent-
11[' eprained hisshonldey, and tendered lis grm
almost useloss,  The pein was exguizite, and Lo
Lude; whoss fears for his danglitor werd now sub-
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siding, wag shocked at the ciroumstones, and
Predsnl the steatiens 10 Acoompiny him to the
village, where relicmight be obtaned, Ile ne-
copred the invitation, nnd Clara, boing st lengih
il on o borke led by ey fithir, Wes cone
ucked Lo the chateni.

Whan Madame, wha lisd haen Eun]:in[r.; ik for
La Lue some time, perecividd the cavaleade ape
propehing, she wes alurped, and hor oppreiens
sions were copfirmed, wien she saw the situa-
tion of her nicee,  Clire was carried futo ths
howze, sid La Lue woulld have sent forf o sui-
Lhuu:'i.ﬁmt there was nonoe within several lesgues
of tho village, polther were there sny of the

hysicnl profession within the samo distonee.
lnka was gisisted to her chamber by Adcilie,
auil Madame Lo Luc unidertook 1o expmine the
wonnds,  The result restored poaceto tho fam-
ly; for though she was musch bruised, she lad
escayeil maetorial injury; a slight contusion on
the forehead Lad eveasionedd (e bloodshed wiich
ot firgt alermied Lo Lue. | Mademe undertook to
restore her niece ina few daye, with the assisianee
of a halsam composed by hiorself, on the viciues
of which sho descanted with grece sloouened, Gl
interrupted by Lo Lue, who reminded hev uf‘:hc-
condition of her patient.
oladetrs hoving bathed Clare's Trunised, snd
dven ey o tordiel of incomperatle effeaey, lefs
ey and Adefine witehed in the chmnher of
hier friend il gl potived o borown for Uio niglht,
Lue, whosa spirits had suffered muck por-
tarlarion, was now tranqpuillized by the repoct
his sister mende of Cluaw,  He fuiroduced the
stranper, sud heving meutoned the pedidont lie
bed med with, desired that e wight beve fnne-
dilte setistanes. Madupe vagtsnvdt lier oho-
gof, il it i3 perbaps diffieule to determileo
wlhether she feli moat concern for the safferings
of her guest, or plessure of the epportunity thes
oilsred of displaying Rer phiasical skill, "However
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this might be, she guitted the room with great
adnerity, and very qgickdy returned with o phial
contiining her imestimabd bolsamy aud . baviog
given the necessary direetions for the application
of it, she left the stranger fo the core of Lis-
servant. .

La Luc insisted thal the chevalier, M. Veérneu-
il, shenld not leave the chatean that night, and
Lig very readily submitted to be detained. His
manners during the evening were as frank and
engaging ot the hospitality and gratitude of La
Luo wore siicere, awd they soou entered into
intevesting conversation.  Verneudl conversed
like o mon who lad gecm much, nnd thouzht
more; and if he discovered any udice in his
oﬁiniqus, it was evidently the ]mviu ¢ of o tuind
which, secing objects throtigh the mediom of its
owin goodess, tinges them with the hue of its
predomrivant guality.  La Lue wag mueh ples-
sed, for, in his retived situation, ke had not efien
an epportunity of receiving the pleasure which
rosulis from a commpnion of intelligent minds,
He found that AL ¥ernewil had teavelled,  La
Luc having asked soine questions velative (o Eng-
Tnnd, they fell into diseourge concerning the na-
tionu] elgencters of the French and English,

“1f it is the privilege of wisdom,” smd M. Ver-
neuil, " to look beyoud happiness, Iown T woald
ratlier be without it When we ehgerve the Eng-
ligh, their laws, writings, and conversation, amd
at the same time mark their countenfnees, man-
pers, and the frequency of sticide smong thiem,
v are apt 1o believe that wisdom and happiness
are incompalible, If, oi the ofhicr hand, we
turn to their peighbows, the French, and BQ0-
their wretched policy, thelr sparkling, but-sg-
phistienl disconrse, {rivolots  coenp tione,  anid
withal, theie poy animated air, we shall be com-
pelled to sehnowledee thot happiness aad folly
too often dwell together,” ;

St in the ond of wisdom,)? said La Eue, #t0
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nttain happiness; and I ean hardly dignify that
conduet or conrse of thinking which tends to
mizery with the name of wisdom, Dy this rule,
erhfips; the folly, ne we term ity of (he FPrench
ozbrves, smee ity silfact is happiness, to be calle
wisdomm. Thiat wiry thoughtlessness, which secins
alike to contenn veflection and antieipation, pro-
duceg pll tho effect of it, withour reducing its:
suljects to the mortification of philesopliy.”

Liisconrsing on the variety of opinions that are
«daily formed on the spmé condnet, Ly Luc ob-
served hovw much that which s comonly called
opinion iz the result of passion and temper,

% True,"safd M. Vernenil, * thepe is o tone of
thought, as (here 15 & key-note in music, (hat
leads all its weaker affections.  This, where the
powers of juileiug moy be eaqual, the disposition
40 Judpe is diflévent at different times, and the
ections of men are at least but too often prrai
by whim aud eaprice, h_;r partial vanity'and the
humonr of the woment.””

Here La Luc ook oceasion to reimhniu tha
condiuet of those wittore, who, by showing the
dmle gide only of human untave, o by dwelling
on the evils only which are incident ta Lt y,
have songht to degrade wan in his own eves,
and to tke him ditcontented with e, * Whiat
shoild wo =ay of o paloter,” continued La Lue,
Havhio collected in his phece ebjects of a hlaclk
hue only, who presented you with ol biaclk mun,
Lol horse, o black dog, Seofe. sl tells you
that iz is n pietiee of nature, and that natune (s
black?--"Tiz true; you would peply, the ohjecis
you exbilit do exist in nature, ot they form
tvery emzll part of her works, You say that
nature is binck, and, to prave 1t, you have col-
lected on your canvis all the snimals of 1his-hue
that exist, Hut ‘;'uu have forgot to paint the
green parth, the Tius shy, the white man, and
oljects of ail these various Tmes with whieh ores
-plion whounds,
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The eounterance of M. Verneutl lighted with

eculiny auimation during the discourse of La

ue.—" To think well of hig nnture? said be,
U iy necessary to the dignity and te the happinesy
of man.  There is ¢ decont pride which becomes
every mind, and is congenial to victue. That
conscisusness of innate diguity, which shows him
the glory of his nnture, will g hest roiec-
tion from the mennness of vice, Whore Lhis
comnscionsness fs winting,” ‘continned AL Ver.
nendl, * there ean be no sense of moral honoar,
and consaquently none of the higher ];'I:‘il'l'.‘.i'plt-:i
of aetion.  What ean be expéeted of him wlio
gays that it is his vature to be mean and selfsl!
Or who onn donbt that he who thinks thus, thinks
from the er:'l;gﬁemu of s own heart from the
tendency of hiz own inclinations?  Let it alwaya
be remembersd, that e who wonld persusde
men to be good, ought to show them that they
may be great.”

“ You speal,’ snid La Lug, "with the housst
enthusizsm of p virtuous mind; and in obeying
thie impantse of your hearl, you utter the truths
of philosophiy; and trost me, 4 bad heart and
o truly philesephic head have never ot heen
united in the same individual,  Vieous incling-
tions not enly corrupt the heart, Tt the uoder-
stnuding, and thus lead to false veassning.  Vir-
tue only s on the side of tuth. [

La Lue sind his poest, mutnslly pleased: with
each other, entored npon the dizsenssion of snli-
jects so interesting to them both; that it was lnto

fore they poarted for the night.

CHAPTER XVIIL

Rupose lind g0 much restored Cla g, that when
Adeline, anxions to linow Diow elie did, went
eirly i the morniie to ler chimley, =ls found
her alvendy vicen and ready to uttend the fumily
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at breakfast, Alonsionr Vemneuil appeared also
But hi=Taoks botrayved o wont of rest §and inde
he had puffored, during the night, o ‘degree of
atgsh from Bis arm, which 38 was an eifort of
fotae regolution to endare in silemce. It waa
now swelled and indlavsed; awd this mizht in
egmne dlagroe Lo attvibuted to the effet offMn-
damve La Lugls bolesyn, whiose restomtive guali
ties hod for apee failed.  The whole family sym-
pathised with lis suflivings, and Madame, at the
request of 2 Vernenil, almmdosed her ﬁalaam,
auik stthstifuted an emellont forentation,

Frogn an anplication of this, ke in'n shiort tima
found o obatement of the pain, and returned
1o the brealkiest table with gyester cotunosure,
Tha loppiness wlitel La Lue felt at sceing his
daugliter in Enfoty was yery npparent, bit the
watrpith of his pratitude towdrida her pregeroor
lie found it difieult to exprews. Clara spokie the
goniine oatotions of hor heart with artless, but
modest eniovgy, tnd testified eincero concern
for liip_lﬁuﬁ‘mngs whizh ghe had ‘cecosioned 31,
Vertenil.

The pleasure veceived from the company of.
lits guest, nnd the consideration of the essentinl
serviee bo had vendersd him, cé-operated with
{henaturnl hospitality of La Lue, and he pressed
XL Verpeuil to repeain sonre time at the chatesu.
=T epn never repay the gervice you have done
we,” snid Lo Luc; ¥ vel T seeke to indrease my
ebligatinn (o you by Feguesting you will profonz
rour visit, q':mi thug allow me an epportanity ol
caktirating vour acquaidanee,”

A Vernenil, who of the tine he met Lo Loe,
nasdravelling from Geneéva to'a distant part of
Saved, mevely for the parpese of viewing ihe
conntry, being now delighted with Lis Tiost, and
with, every thing svownd him, willingly sceepted
the invitation,. Is this cirenmstance prudence
oatictirred with inclination; for to have pursued
Lis journey ‘on hocesbaclk, in hig presont situa-
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tincn wonld have heen dangerous, if not imprac-
tienlde, n

The morning w2 spont in conversalion, in
which M. Vernenil displayed o mind oariched
with taste, enlighlened: by science, and cnlarged
by ebservation, The situation of the chateaw,
and the featores ef the surrounding sconery,
charmed him, and in e evening he found him-
g0l alile to walle with La Lue, oud explore the
bennties of this romantic rezion,. As they passed
thraugh the village, the salutations of the pea-
eanie, in whom love gnd réspoct vere n%unlly
Wended, and their enger inquiries after Clar,
hore testimony to the charnoter of La Lue, while
his conntenatce expresssd a sorone satisThotion
arising from the eonsciousness of deserving and
pesseasing thelr Jove—*I live surrounded b
my ehildren,™” said he, furning fo AL Vernoui
irho had noticed their cogerness; * for Sneh T
cansider thy parishioncrs: in dischirging the
dutiesof my office, I nm repaid not only by my
own eondciones, hub by their pratitede.  Thow
is 8 luxury in observing thelr simple and honest
Tove, whieh I wenld net oxcelinnge for 2oy thing
the warld calls bledsinns"

* Yot the warld, Sir, sfonld eall the pleasnres
af which you spoalk romantie,” said M. Vernenils
“for to he seneible of thiz pure and exquisite
delight, requires a heart nutainted-with the vis
cious pfﬂgmrm of socioty—pleasures that denden
its finest feelings, and poison the spurce of its
traest enjoymenta ' —They purined their way
along the havders of the lalke, sometimes under
the sim:l.;- of hanging weods, and semetinies aver
hillocles: of tutf; swhere (he seene opened In sl
its wild magnificence, - M. Vernenil often stopped
in ragitmees to ohserve and paint oot the singnlar
Heauties 1t exhibited, while Lo Lue, plessed with
tite delight his friend expressed, suiveyed with
more than nsual satisfaetion the abjects which
hind = oftén charmed him before. Eut there
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wis a ténder metancholy in the tone of his voice
and hig conntenange, which arose from the vecol-
Teetion of having aften troced these gcened, and
partook of the pledsnre they nspired, with hep
wha hndd Tong sinee bade them an eteronal farewell.

Thoy presently quitted the lake, and winding
np o steep ascent Brtween the wuo:I.'s, cane, nfter
an hour's wallk, fo 2 green summit, which ap-
ilclu.md nmong the savnze rocks that environed
ty like tlie blossom on the thorn. It wasa Epot
farmed for' sulitary delight, inspiring. that sooth-
ing tenderness g0 denr ta the fesling mind, and
which ealls hock 1o memery the images of past
regret, softened by distance, ind endeared by
frequent, recollection, Wikl shrubs grew from
the ereviees of the rocks bepeath, and the high
trees of pine and cedar that waved above, affords
e & melaneholy and romantic shinde. Thesilence
of the seene wes interrupted only by the hreese
fis it vrolled over the woods, and by the solitnry
nates of the birds that inhabited the cliffs,

From thia peint the cye commanded an. entire
view of Lhese majestie and sublimo Alps; whose
papect filla thie =oul with emofions of mdescriba-
hle nwe, and secims fo 1ify it to a nobler nature.
The Vllfagcsntl the chatean of Ln Luc_:'t].irpe'm'uf]
in the bosom of the mountaing, n peacefn rmrm!
from the storms that pethered on their tops,
All the faculties of M, Vernenil were abisorbed
In adpsiration, snd he was for some tine quite
gitent: nt length, bursting into a rha y, he
rummrl, and wauld ave addressed La e, wihen
he pereeived him ot o distanes, leanior neninst a
riistie wen, over which deooped, in beautiful
Inxuriznee, the weoping bireh.

As he approached, La Lue quitted his position
anil advanced to meet him, while AL Verneu
inguired upen what oceasion the wm had been

tadd, Lue, unable to answer, pointed to
ity and walked silently away; and 5, Veérneuil,
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approdching the wn, read the following fugerip-
tion: : L
' O THE

MEMORY OF CLARA LA LUG,
) THIS URN
1% ﬂ‘l.'_q.."CIED aN THE _S_Pﬂ! niIic “E_WTEIE';
1IN TEATIMNONE OF THE
AFFECTION OF A HUSBAXD.

M, Verneuil now conipiehended the wheole
annil feeline fur bis ffond, was hurt thnt Lic Tad
notized tismonument of his miel,  Ho refuined
La Lue, «lin wing standing on the point of the
eminonce, conteinplating the landscaps below,
witip an air mate plachd, aud tonched with the
awpainess of picty apd resfenation. He pereen
that M. Yernegil wes gomewlhnt dseoncorted,
anid he sought to remove his nhensiness, “Yen
will consider it stra Te, *as nomark of my
esteony, that 1 have boought son to this spot.
14 iz pever peafined by the presence of the
wnfecling,  ‘They would deride the faithifnlness
of an altaelment which Tas so lung gurvived its
ehject, nnd which, ki their own Lreasts, wo
gitekly bave Leen lost nmidst the dissipation of
genornl gociely. T have chevished in my heart
the remembtaoée of o wontnn, whese virtues
clairtd all my love: 1 have cherished it as a
trozsure to which I oeould withdraw: from tem-
poviry ¢caves nnd vexstions, in the oortainty of
iinding n goothing, thoush melancholy, comforl”
Lue paneed, M. Vernewil expressed the
gympathy o felty bul ke know the saeredoesy
of sarrow, and svon relapeed into sileges; * Quo
of the brightest hopes of o futuwde state,” resuied
La Lue, *is that we-shall meet again those
whoin we lave loved upon eéarth.  Aud perhaps
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our happiness may be permitted to consist very
mugh in the socicty of our fricmds, purified firom
the frailties of mortality, with the finer alfections
more gweetly attuned, and with the facultics of
mind infinitely more clevated and enluyped, Wa
gliall then be enobied to comprehend subjects
which are too wvast for human conception; to
comprehend, perhiaps, the sublimity of that Deity
who first ealled us into being, These views of
futurity, my friend, elevate us abave the evils of
this world, and seem to communicate to us a
portion of the nature we contemplato, .
®Call them not the iilusions of a visionary
brain,” proceeded La Lue; “ 1 trusted their re-
afity., OF this I am certpin, that whether they
are illozione or not, & faith in them ought to be
eherished for the eomfort. it Tnings to the heart,
and revereneed for the digaily it imparts to the
mind, Such feelings make a happy and iln]im"
tant part of one Lediof in 4 fotuee existence: the
give energy to virtae, and stability to principle.”

“ This” said M. Vernemil, *is what I have
often felt, and what overy ingemuous mind must
acknowledze,”

La Luc and M. Verrreuil continned in- conver-
‘mation till the gun had left thegeone. The moun-
tains, darkq:ll;'d by twilight, assumed a slligi"rmer
aspect, while the tops of some of the highest
All;g_wem yeb illumined by the sun’s rays, an
formed a striking contrast to the shadowy obsen-
rity ‘of the world helow, As they descended
through the woods, and traversed the margin of
the lake, the stillness and solomnity of the hour
diffuzed a pensive sweetness over their minds,
and sunk them into silenes,

They found supper spread, o5 wag usnial, in the
Irall, of which the windows opencd upon p gar-
den, where the flowers might be eaid to yield
their fragrauce in gratitude to the rofreshing
dews: The windowy were cmbovered with eg-

21 '
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lantine anid other sweet ghrobe, which h“”fl in
wikl luxurinnee around, and formed a beantiful
and simple decoration.  Clara and Adeline loved
to paes {he eveningsin this hall, whers Clara had
pednined the fivst rodiments of astronomy, and
frorn which they hpdn wide view of the heavens,
L Lue pointed out to them the planets and the
fized stars, expleined their luws, and from thence
taking vecasion 1o mingle moral with: scientific
instroction, would often faecend townrds: that
great fivsf Cawge, whose nature soars beyondd the
grasp of lunnon campreliension,

N0 stwly ™ e would sometimes say, “so
mueh enlirgzis the mind, or impresses it with so
sublime nn idea of the Deity, ns that of nstro-
nomy.  When the imagination lnunches into the
regious of gpace, anidl contemplates the innumer-
able worlds whiel are seattoved through it, wa
nre lost in astonishment and awe. 'l'his,;:'lnbe
appenrs as o mass of atomg iy the immensity of
the universe, aml man o mere ioseel: yet how
wonderful! IIF::Jl e, whese frame s s0 dunings
tive in the seals of ;:L-ill'.t‘-“. shonld Iuve powers
which spuen vhe nurow bowndirivs of time and
yilioe, soar beyond the sphere of his existence,
peneiraie the secret Taws of noture, and ealeulate
their progressive effects]

O how expressively does tlliﬂm:nrc the spi-
rituality of dur being!  Let thie Materialist con-
giddew it, mnd blush that he has ever doubted. ™

In this holl the whole funily now met ai gnps
pory and doring the remsinder of the evening
the conversation turned upon geseral subjoets,
in whieh Clara joined in wmedest aml judicions
remark., Lo Lue ol tavght ber to familiarize
her niind to reisouing, gl hod secustomad her
to deliver ey sentiments freely; she spoke them
wth nogiplicily extremely cignzing, and which
convineod ler hesrers; that the love of knows
ledsze, not the vanity of talking, fnduced lier to
coiverse, 5L Yeruenil evidently cndenvoured
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to draw forth her sentiments, and Clara, inter-
ested by the subjects lie intraduced, 0 struuger
to afectation, pmil plessed with the opinions Le
expressel, answered then with franlmess and
animation. Tlhey vetired mutually pleased with
cacl other,

M. Yermenil was pbont six-and-thirtys his
figure manly, lils countenance frank and one
gaging. A quick, penctrating eve, whose fire
was oftened by henevolence, ditclozed the ehiet
traite of his elurneter; lie was quicl to dissern,
Lut generovs to exeuse; the follies of maniind;
and while no ena more sensibly felt an iojury,
none more vendily accepted the concessious of
an enemy;

He was by Birth a Frenchman, A forbune
lately dovelved to him, had cosbled him to exe-
cufe the plan, which his active and mguisitive
wind kad snegezted, 'of viewing the most remark=-
able pirts of the continent of Evrope. He was

coullarly suseoptible of the beautitul and sub-
fme in pature. To such noo toste Switzerland,
and the adjocent conntry wos, of all others, the
most interesting; and lie found the scenery it
exhibited infinitely surpassing o1l that His clow-
Ing imagination Lod formed) le eavw with: the
eve of o ppinter, and felt with the rapture of o
et
: In the habitation of La Lue he met with the
hospitality, thie frankness, and the simplicity, so
characieristic of the country: in [is veneralile
hiost he saw the strength of philosophy united
with the finest tendarness of hnmanity—a philo-
sophy which taught him to correct his fealings,
not to sunibilate them; in Clarm, the bloom of
Leauls, |witl %he most Terfﬂ.'t simplicity of
heart; and in Adeline, all the charms of ele-
fq.n ol griee, with o gening decorving of the
rizhieat cultupe.  In this family pictore the
pooduess of Madame Lo Luc wns not unper-
ceived or forgotten. The cheerfuliess aud Lar-
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mony that reipned within the chatean was des
lighfful; But the philanthropy shich, fowi
from the heart of the pastor, wasdiffused throug
the whole village, and united the inhabitants in
the sweet and firm bonds of social compact, was
divime.  The beauty of its situation’ conspired
with these eireumstances 1o make Lelenconrt
geem almost o paradise, M, Yerneuil sighed,
that lie must so soom guit it 1 ought to seek
uo farther,” said Le, © for here wisdom and hap-
piness dwell topether.

The admiration was reciprocal: La Lue and
his family found themeelyes mueh interested in
M, Vernenil, and leeked forward to the time of
hiz departure with vegret. Bo warmly they

ressed him bo prolong lis visit, and s0 power-
ully his own jnclination seconded their's, that
lie seccopted the invitation. Lo Lue omitted no
circomsiance which might contribute to the
amusement of his goest, who ]an’n%v in a few
days recovered the use of his arm, they mada
several excursions among the mountaing, Ade-
line, and Clara, whom the eare of Madame had
tl‘esinh' relf to her wsunl health, wore generally-of

& party.

After spending & week at' the chatean, M.
Vernenil bade sdien to Lo Loe and bis family;
they |\=|.rlL-tI with mutual regret, and the former
promised, that when he returned to Geneva, ha |
would talce Lelencowrt in his way., As he said
thiz, Adeline, who had for some tima observed
with mueh alwm La Luc's declining health,
looked mownfully on his languid conntensnce,
and ultered a gecret Em{nr that he might live
to receive the visit of A, Verneuil,

Madame was the only person who did not
Tament s departure;: sho saw that the efforts of
her brother lo enfortain his pnest were more
than his present state of health would admit of,
arid she rejoiced in the quiet that would now re-
turn to him.
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Dut this quiet bronght La Lue no respite from
llness; thie Intipue he had guffered in his late
exertions seemed to have increased his disorder,
which in & short time assumed the aspect of a
compsmmption.  Yielding to the solicitations of
his family, he went to Geneva, for advice, and
wis there recommended to try the air of Nice.

The journey thither, however, was of consider-
able length; and believing his life to be very
precarions, he hesitated whether to go.  He was
also nnwilling to leave the duty of his parish
unperformed for so long a period as his health
might require; but this wag an ghiection which
would not have withheld him from Nice, had
his Gaith in the elimate been egual to that of his
pl.llysicinns. ) X b

1is parishioners felt the life of their pastor to
be of the utmost consequence to them. It wag
@ general cause, and they testificd at onee his
wortll, and their sense of it, by going in o body
to zolicit him to leave them. He was much affoet-
ed h¥ thiz instanes of their attachment.  Such o
roof of regard, rejoined with the entreatios of
138 pwn fanily, ond o consideration that for their
sakos it was o duty to endeavour ta prolong Lis
life, was too powerful to be withstood, and be
dietermined to set out for Italy,

It wag settled that Clarn awd Adeline, whose
Lealth La Luc thought required chiange of air
and seone, should necompony him, atfended by
the fithful Peter,

On the merning of his departure, & large body
of his parishioners assembled round the door to
bid him farewell. It wasan affecting scene; they
niight meet no more. At lenglh, wiping the
toars from his eyes, La Luc said, © Let us trosk
in God, my friends; he has power to heal all
disorders both of hpL'I}‘ and mind, We shall mect
again, if not in this world, I hope in a better.
il;ent our conduct Lo suth a3 to insure that

tter.'
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Tho goba of lLis pt!oEIle pr&rehtml-unly reply.
There wis scarcely o r% bfu in the vil ; for
there was searcely an’ inhabitant of it thiat wog
not now assembled in the pressnee of La Luc.
He shook hands with them.all, * Farowell, my
fricnds, said hey ® we shall meet again.”  * God
gt we may ™ said they, with one voice of
Teevent petition,

Having mounted his horse, nnd Clara and
Adeoline being ready, they took o lpst leave of
Madame La Lue, and guitted the chateau.  The
reaple, nnwilling to leave La Lue, the greater

art of them secompamied Lim to some distance

rom the villaze. As he moved slowly ou, he
cast @ Inst lingering leok at his little liome
where e had spent 2o many penceful years, nmf
awhich he now pazed i, perhaps for the Inst
timoe, amd tenrs rose ine lis eyves: hut he cheeked
them. Every scene of fhe ndjacent country
called up, ns he passed, sonte tender remen-
Lrnues,  MHe looked towards the spob donsecra-
tel to the memory of his decessed wiles the
dewy vaporrs of {he-morning velled it. Lo Lue
felt the disappointment more deeply, perhnps,
than peason could Ellsiiﬁ'; Lut those who know
from experience Dow much  the imagination
loves 1o dwell on any ohiect, however remaotely
conmeeted with that of our tendernes=s, will
with Tim,  This was an object round which the
#ffectiona of La Luc had settled themselves: it
was o mmemorinl to the eye, and the view of it
awakened more forcibly in the min cvery ten-
dor idee that could associsie with the primary
subject of his regard. 1o such cases faney gives
to the illusigus of strong afection, the stamp of
yeality; sl they ore cherished by tie Heart
with romantic fondness,

His im!!l'lﬂ accompanied him for near o mile
from the villoge, nnd could ecarcely then be
provailed on to leave hisn; at length he onca
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move bade them faveswell, and went on his way
followed by their Frn,!.'ors and blessinga.

. La Lue and his little party teavelled slowly on,
eunk in pensive silence—z silense too [Illmsu:-gly
ead to besoon relinguished, and which they in-
dulged without fear of nterruption, The sobi-
tary grandeur of the scenes through which thiey
{':u.sed, und the sootliing murmur of the piney
hat waved above, aided thissoft Tuxury of me-
ditation.

They proceaded by easy elages: and after
travelling For seme days among the remantic
monntaing and pastoral valleys of Picdmont,
they putered the rieh country of Niee, The gy
and luxuriant views which now opened upon the
travellers as they wonnd mmdng the hills, np-
peared like scenes of Eairy enchantment, or those
aodnesd e the lonely visions of the pocts.

While the spiral summita of the mountains ex-
libited the snowy severity of winter, the pine, the
oy pressy the olive, and thie myvtle, shaded thicir
sules with the geeen fintsof spring, atd proves
of srange, lemon, fud eitron, spread over theéir
feet the full glow of autumm, As they advanced,
the seenery me &till more diversified; and at
leneth, betweon the veceding heiglits, Adeline
siight o plimpee of the distant waters of tho
Mediterranenn, fading into the bloe and elowd-
lesg horizen. She bad never till now seen the
oéoany and this tronsient view of it rowsed hee
imzgination, snd wade Ler wateh fmpatiently for
&t nearer prospect,

It wns towards the cloge of day when the tm-
viellers, winding round an abrupt projection of
thint rnge of Alps'which erowns the amphithen-
tre that environs the city of Nice, looked down
upon the green hills that streteh to the shores,
on the city and its apeient eostle, and on the
wide waters of the Meditorrnnesn, with the
mountsing of Coreiea in the farthest distanee,
Such g sweep of goi and lani, 50 varied with the
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v, the magnificent, and the awful, would have

xed any eve in admiration: for Adeline and
Clara, movelty and enthusinsm added  their
charms to the prospeet. The soft and salubrious
air geemed to welcome La Lue to this smiling
region,, and the serene atinosphere to promise
invariable summer.  They nt length desconded
upon the little plain where stands the eity of
Nice, and which was- the most extensive piece of
level ground they hed passed since they entered
the country. Here, in the bosom of the moun-
tains, sheltered from the wmorth and the east,
whera the western gales nlone seemed to breathe,
all the blooms of spring snd the riches of an-
tumn were united. Trees of myrtle bordered
the road, which wound smong %rm'ea of orrge,
lemon, and bergamot, whose delicions fragrance
came to the sense mingled with the breath of
roses and carnations tha t blossomed in their shade,
The gently-gwelling hills that rose from the plain
were covered with vines, and crowned with cy-
presses, olives, and date trees; beyond there ap-
?eﬂred the sweep of lofty monntains whence the
ravellers had descended, nnd whence flows the
Little river Paglion, swoln h{ the snows that
melt on their summits, and which, after mean-
derving through tha plain, woshes the walls of
Nice, whera it falls into tha Mediterranean,  In
this blooming region, Adeline observed that the
countennnces of the peasants; meogre and diseon-
tented, formed o melancholy contrast to the fice
of the country; and she lamented again the
effects of on ar ilmrﬁ' (ﬁa\'emmem, whera the
bounties of nature, which were designed for all,
are monopolized by o few, and the many are suf-
fored to starve, tantalized by sarrounding plenty,

The city Iost much of ity enchantment on a
neater approach: its norvow streets and shabb
houses, but il auswered the espl:cL'_itmn whic
o distant view of its ramparts, and its harbour,
gay with vessals, seemed to aunthorize, Tho ap-
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pearance: of the inn; at which La Luc now
glighted, did not contribute to soften his disap-
oimtment ; but if he was surprised to findwsuch
ndifferent accommaodation at the ion of a town
celebrated as the resort of valetudivarians, he
was still more g0 when he learued the dificulty
of procuriug furnished lodgings.
ftor much gearch, he procured apartments in
a small but F!emismt cliatenn, situnted & little
way out of the town: it had a garden, and a
terrace which overlooked the sea, and was dis-
tinguiched by an airef nestness vory unususl in
the houses of Nice. He agreed té Doard with
the family, whese table likewise accommuodated
o gentleman and Indy, their lodgers: and thus
he became a temporary ishabitant of this charme
ing climate. :

On the following moming, Adeline roze ot an

“early hour, eager to indulze the new and sub-
lime emotion with which a view. of the ocean
ingpived her, and walked with Clan towards
the hills that aforded o more extensive prospect.
They pureued theilr way for some time between
high embowering banks, till they arrived at'an
eminence,

They sat down on a point of rock, overshadow-
ed by lofty palm trees, to mntemlﬁme at leisure
the magnificent scene.  The:snn was just emerg-
ed from the tea, over which his rays shed a feod
of light, and darted o thonsand laalliant tints en
the vapours that asconded the horizon, an
floated there in light elouds, Teaving the hoson
of the waters below clear as cryatal, except
where the white surges wera seen to beat upon
the rocks; and discovaring the distant snils of
the fshinghoats, and the for distant island of
Eorsica, tinted with mtherial blue. :

Lo Lue, i his walks; met with some sensible
aixd apreeable companions, who like himself
came 1o Nice in search of health, OF these ho
soon formed o small but pleasant seciety, among
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whom was o Frenchman, whose mild manners,
marked with o deep nnd intrmﬂng melanchaly,

il particulnrly attracted Lo Lue,  He very
eeldom mentioned himself, or any circomstance
that might lead to & knowledze of his familys
but on other subjects conversed with fraskness
nnd mueh intelligence, La Lue had frequently
invited him to lus lodgings; but he had always
deelined the invitation, pod this in o manner so
iontlc' a8 to disarm displensure, and convinge Lo

ue that his refusal was the cobsequence of &
certrin dejection of mind, which made him re-
lpetant to meet other etranpers,

The deseription which Lug had given of
this foreigner, bod excited the enriesity of Clarmn
o the sympathy which the unfortunate fee
for eacly other called forth the commiseration
of Adeline; for that he was upfortunate she
could not doubt. On their return from on evens
ing wailk La Lee polited out the chevalier, and
quickened his pace to overtalie him. Adeline
wens for o moment inpelled to follow, bat delica-
oy eligeked hey steps; she knew how painful the
presence of o stranger often is to o wounded mind,
ond forbore to intrude herself on his notice, for
the sake of only satisfying an idle cwriosity. She
turmed therefore inte auother path; but the deli-
cacy which new provented the meeting accidenk
in a few days defeated, and Lo Lug introduced
the stranger.  Adeline received Lim with 2 soft
emile, but endenvoured to restrain the expros-
sion of pity wldeh her features had involuntarily
pegimed ; she wishied him not to kioow that she
obeerved he was nohappy.

After this Interview Lio-no longer rejected the
invitatlons of La- Loe, but made him froquent
visite, aml often aceompinied Adeline ol Clar
in their rombles. The mill and sonsible conver-
gation of the former seemed to soothe his mind
cud in lber presence he freguently cmm,-med
with o degree of animation, which La Lug till
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then lind not observed in him. Adeline, too, da-
vived from the similarity of their taste, r.utnf liia
intellizent eonvorzation, a degree of zatisfetion
which eontributed, with the compossion bis de-
Jeetion inspired, to win her confidenee, and ghe
ful;i‘ ersed with nneasy frankoess mther unusnsl
o lier,

His wisits goon beeame more frequent. He
wallied with Lo Lue and his fanily ; Le attended
thein on theie little excursions to view these
mngnifleent rematus of Roman nntiqnir.ir wlhich
enrich the neighbourhood of Nice.  When the
lndies sat at home and worked, he enlivened the
houwrs by reading to them, snd they had the
plensure to observe his spiries somewhat rolieved
;1'_:_1:11. thie heavy melancholy that had oppressed
Wi,

M. Amand was passionately fond of music.
Clara ol not forgot to bring her beloved lute;
I wonld spoctimes stvike the chords in the
miost sweet and mouriful symplionies, hat never
could be prevailed on to play. When Adeline or
Clara played, he wounld sit in deep reverie, and
lost to every oljeet around him, exeept when hie
fixed his eves i mowmnful gaze on Adeline, and
o wigh would somictinies sseaps hitn.,

One cvening Adeline having exensed horself
from acemppanying Li Lue apd Clara in avisit
to & neizhibouring faanily, relired to the termies
of the garden, which overlooled the ses, and os
she viewed the trangiil splendonr of the setting
eun, and his glovies reflected on the polished sur-
faee of the waves, she touchied the strings of the
Iuta in softest hovmeny, her voice aceompanying
it with wards which sie hnd one day writion,
aftee having qead that pich effusion of Shak-
gpeure’s geting, © A Midswmmer Night's Droam,™
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TITANIA TO HER LOVE.

! ity with me through distant air
‘T igles that gem tha westerpn deepl
For Iaughing Summer revels there,
And hangs ker wreath on every sleep.

As l.hrnugh the green transparent sed,
Light foating on the waves we go,

The symjha shall fﬂl} weloome me,
Far in thekr coral caves below. b

For oft wpon their margin sands,

When uwilight leais the freshi'ning hours,
I come with all Joeund Lands

'To charm them from their sen.green bow'rs.

And well thoy love our sporis to riew,
And dn the oeean’s breast to lave;
And oft s we the dance rénsw,
‘I'hey call up mudde from the ware.

Swln his we to that splendid obive,
Where gay Jamuics spreads hier scene,

Lifts the bioe mountatn—vwild—suldne!
And smooths her vabea of vivld green.

Where thraned hlgh, In pomp of shadle,
The Porer ‘epclation reigns,

Expanding wide o'er bl and glade,
Bherula of 2l growih=—{ruit of all stalns:

She steals the wm-beam®s Terdid glow,
To paint her fow'rs of minghing huoeg

And o'or thie graps the parple thraw,
Ureaking frem verdant ledves 10 vigw,

There myrile bow'rs, and cliron grove,
O'ercanopy our alry dances;

And thore the sensbrevze loves (o rove,
When trembdes day™s depastiog glavee.

And when the false moon stenls pway,
Or o%r the chasing momn dath rlse,
ft fearbeds, we our gambols play
By the fre-worm's radiant syes,
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And suck the honey'd réeds that swell
Tn tufted plumes of sflver whiteg
Or pierce the cocon’s mlltr cell,

Ta sip the nrctar of deélight !

And when the shaking thinders rall,

And light nings strike athwart the gloot,
We shelter [n the cedar’s bole,

And revel *mid the rich perfumes !

But ehfefl we love beneath the palm,
Or verdant plintain's spreading leal,

To hear, upon the midnight calem,
Sweel FPhilomela pour her griel.

T mortal sprite sneh doleet gaumd,
Fuch blirsful hours were gover Kinown!
Oh ! fiy with me mr afry round,
And 1 will make therm all tilne own f

Adcline cepsed to sing—whon she immediately
hegrd repeated, ina low voles,

i Ta mortal llu'llr wnch duleet sound,
Guch blissfiol hoors were never known !

and turning her eyes whenee it eame, she saw M,
Amand. She blushed and laid down the Iute,
which hio instantly took wp, and with o tremulous
Land, dvew forth tones

" That might create a poul under the rils of Death.

In a melodious voice that trembled with sensibi-
lity, he sang the following

SONNET.

How sweet {s Love’s frst gentle pway, .
When crown'd with fow'rd he saftiy smilek |
s bloe eres franght with tearfal wiles,

Where beams of temior trapgport play:

llllpf Tenads iy of: his afry way

nd Faith and Fancy still Legoiles—
Taith quickly tanghed in ber. tollg—
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Faney whate magie forma sa gay
e falr Decelvers sl decelvem—
" Hew sweat {o Love's first gontle gway
Neter wonld that heart he bids o prieve
From Sotran's seft enchantments stray——
Foter—till the God exuliing i thiy arg,
Itelentloes frowne and wings th' envepom'd dari!

Monsienr Amand paneed: he soemed much op-
pressed, and at ength burst into tears, Inid down
the instrument, and walked abroptly away ta the
farther end of the terrace. Adeline, without seem-
inz to observe his agitation, rose and leaned npon
the wall, below which a gronp of fishermen wora
busily emploved in deawiog n nek. In n fow mo=
ments he returned, with 8 composed and sofiened
countonniee. * Forgive this-abrupt -conduct,”
eniil hey * 1 know not how to apelogise for it bub
Ty owning its eange, When 1 tell yvou, Madame,
that my tears flow to the memory ofa Lady who
strongly resembled you, and who is Jost to me for
ever, you will Enow how to pity me”—His voice
fltered, and e paunsed.  Adeline wes silent.
e Tote,™ Lo rossimed, ® was her favourite in-
gtrient, and when you touched it with such
melanchioly expressian, Tsaw her vory image he-
fore e, Buty alas! why do T distress you with a
knowledge of my sarrows! she i8 gone, nover to
return!  And yon, Adeline—you—"" Ha checlk-
el higsgpeech, and Adeline, tirning on him o loolk
of monmful regard, obsorved a wildness in his
eyes, which alarmed her. % Theso recallections
aive too painful,’” exid ehe, in o genitle voice: * ot
us refurn to the heuse; AL La Lue is m’hahiy
eome lome"—"* U ne "™ roplied .\I.;\mmurz N g—
this broeze refreshes e, How often at thishoar
Tinve I talkied with bery a8 I vow talk with youl
Saeli were the soft tenes of her voice—such the
inefiable expreseion of her eountenonee.”—ade-
line interrupted him:  Leét mo beg of you toeon-
siaer your health—thizs dewy air cannot bg
for invalids,” Hestood with his bands claeped,
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anid soemed not to hear hos  Shae teok up the
lute to go, and passed her fingers lizlitly over the
chords. The sounds reealled his seatterod sensesy
he rajzed his eyes, and fxed them in long umsets
thed gauce upon her's.  Must I leave you herel”
enid sheysmiling, and stouding s anattitude Lo
depart.—* I éntreat v to play again the oir 1
heard just mow,” smd M. Awand, s horded
woice,—* Certainly i and she immediately began
to play. e leaned sgninst a palin-tree in an at-
titude of deep attention, nmd ps the sounds lan-

wished on the air, his features gpradunlly lost

heir wild expression, and he melted into tears.
He continned to weep silently 1ill the song con-
elizded, nnd i was some time before he rocoversd
voiee enpugh to sy, * Adeline, I sincercly thank
you for this pecduess, Ay mind hog vecovered
1ts bing; you have soothed o broken Beart, Ine
crease the kindoess you hiove shown e by pro-
s never toonention what yoit have witnessed
this evening, and 1 will endeavour never aguin to
wound your gensibility by wosimilar offenes,"—
Adeling gave the required promise; and A,
Amand, presging her hand, with o mélaneholy
‘wmile, hurried from the gnrdcn, and she siw him
ne more that miglht,

Luc had been near o fortnight at Nice, and
his Diealth, instead of nmending, seeimed rather to
decline; yet he wishoed to malie g longer experi-
ment of the climate. The air, which failed (o ro-
store her venerable friend, vevived Adeline, ond
the variety and novelty of the smirounding scenes
amused hor mind, though since they could nob
obliterate the memory of past, or suppress the
{eug of present affliction, they were ineHoetual

o dissipate the sick languor of melancholy, Come-
pany, by compelling her to withdmw Ter atten-
tion from the'silject of hersorrow, offorded her
t teansient refief, hnt the vielones of the exertion
gederally left her more depressed. 14 was in the

Iviss of solitude, in the tranguil obaervance of
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beautifol natwre; that her mind recovered its
tone, and indulging the pensive inclination now
Liecome habltual to it, was seothed and fortified.
Of all the gand objects which nature had exhi-
Lited, thie ocean ipspired hor with the most sub-
Hme admiration., ¢ loved to wander alone on
its shores: and, when she could escape so lon
fram the duties or the forms of soetoty, she wau.'[ﬁ
sit for hours om the beach, watehing the roblin
sraves, awd listening to their dying murmnr, t
her softened fancy recplled long-lost seanes, and
vestored the image of Theodore; when tears of
despondeney too often followed those of pity and
regret, Bt these visions of memory, painful as
they wore, no Iongﬂ:r excited that freney of grief
they formerly awakened in Savoy; the sharpness
of misery was passed, thotigh its heavy influence
was not, perhinps, less powerful. To these solitar
indulgences generally saceceded calmness, an
what Adeline endeavoured to believe wis resig-
nation.

She usunlly rose early, and walked down to
the shiore to cnﬁu;', in the ool and silent hours of
the morning, the eheoring beauty of nature, and
inhale the pure sea.breeze. Every obieet then
giniled in fresh end livély colours.  The blwe sea,
the brilhant sky, the distant fishing-boats, with
their white sails, and the veices of the fishermen,
bortient intervals on the air, were circumstances
which re-animated her gpirits.

Diring several dt?'s suceeeding that on which
M. Amnnd Dad diselosed the ehase of his melan-
clioly, e did not visit La Lue. . At length Ade-
line met him in one of her golitary rambles on
the shore. 1o was pale and dejected, and secm-
ed mueh agitated when lie oheerved ber: sho
therefore endeavoured to avoid him, bhot he ad-
vanced with quitkened steps and accosted her,
He zaid it was hiz-infention to leave Nice in a
few days 1 have found no benefit from the
climate,” added 3, Amaud, “Alas’ what climate
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ean reliove the sickmese of the heart? 1 j;;u ta oz,
£n thevariety of new seones, the vemembranes ol
past happdiezs: yet tho effork igvaing T am every
whers -eqimlly restles cud unbappy.”  Adeling
tricd to enceurmge him to hope mueh from thna
and change of plice.  Time: will Blunt the
sharpest edge of sorrow,” said she; “T know it
from experience””  Yeu whils sho spoke, the
toavs in hier eyes contradictod the pssertion of
her Jips: " You have hoon unhapp, Adelinei—
Yose—1 know it from the Erst. Tiw smile of
Eitr which you give me asstired me that yob
new what i£ was to snfiet.”  The despouding
gt with which ha mobe renovwod her npproliz-
ston of & goeha similar 16 the one she had lately
witneszed, and she changed the sahjects hut a
zaon relurmed to B, "Vou Lid e hope imneh
from’ time!—Ay wiile1—3y denr wilet™, his
tonzue filtersd,—* 1¢ i3 now many mentls soon
I lost her—yet the wament of Tier death steme
But s yesterday  Adeline fnintly smiled —
#Y¥ou can searcely judge of tha effect of timpe vob,
i'qsl have mweh to hope for.”  Ie shook his
head.—“But 1 om again intreding my misfors
tunes on your notiee; fovgive this porpatusl con-
tism.  There s a comforl in the pity of the oo,
such o8 nothing elseean Impart; thiv must plead
CXENSE; WAy you, Adciin::. mever wanb it
T‘:ﬁ! thoa tears " Adeling haslily dried
thom.  AF,_Amanid forcbore to prees the sulijcer
and immedintely began to conversa on different
topics. Thoy returmed townrds {he ehatenn, hnt
La Luve-boing: from heme, 31 Amand took: lonva
it the door.  Adelive retived fo hov chombsr,
oppressed by hey own sorrows and (bose of Lor
aminbie friend. :

Mooy threa weeks had now claneed obf Tiioe,
during whigh the. diserder of Le Lue o]
riither to Inerense than to ahate, when lin phy-
gleinn vory loncsily c{lll’__f;'l."'.‘él.”] (e little Joyodeg
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entertained from the climate, and advised him
nmore to bry the effect of o sea voyage, ndding,
that ff the cxperiment friled, oven the air of
Montpellier appesred to him more likely to
affprd rofief than that of Nice. La Lue reecived
this disinterostod advies with amiztere of pradi-
tade aud lisanpeintment.  The circumstaneces
wiieh hnll made him reluctant to qnit Savoy,
rendered him more =o to [!rmtmct I ahsonce,
nud ineredoe hid expenses; hut the ties of affec~
Sion that bonnd him to lis family, and the love of
life, whiieh so selidom leaves ns, ngn‘[nsr c
over inforior eonsiderstions, and he detormined
14 ot the Meditervanenn e fav-ns Langu
wliord, if tha veynge did not answer Dis oxpees
““Il‘r?m' e would land and proceed te Bout-
LR,

Wihen M. Amand learned that La Luc designed
to gquit Nice in o few days;, he determingd not ta
leave it hefore hiny,  During this interval hie hod
not sufiiciont resolution to deny himself the fre-
quent convorsation of Adeline, though her pre-
sones, by reminding him of his lost wife, pave
himmere yinin than comfort.—IHe was the second
son of n Frenel gentleman of family, and
heon married about 5 year toa lady to whom he
had lomg bheen atinelied, when she digd in her
Iying-in.  The infant zoon followed ils mother,
and loft the dizconsolote fathor abandoned to
grief, which hed preyed so heavily on his health
that his physician thonght it neccssary to gen
him to Wice.  From the airof Niee, however, he:
I dorived no benoit, and he now determined
to: travel farther into llnlﬁ, though he no longer
felt ang interestin those chmmming seenes, which
m bappier days, and with her whom he never
cofsedl to Jament, would have nfforded lim the
highest degree of mentnl ngury—now, hesourht
only to creape from himself, o rather from the
impze of her who hnd once copstituted his truest
bappineds,
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Ea Lue having leid his plan, lired o'amall ves-

ol nnd in a fow days ombarked with a slel hape,
l:r':&ding adien to the shores of Ttaly ood the
toworin, Mpst ond seeking on o new olemeént
the health which had hitherts mocked his pur-
Enit.

M, Amand took o melancholy ewve of his new
friende, whom hoattended to the seh zide, When
he nesistod Adeline ou bodrd, kis heart was too
full to suffer him to say farewell; het he stood
Ionz on the beach, pursuing with lis eves her
conrae over the waters, pnd waving his hand, till
tears dimmed hiz sfzht. The Dregze wafted the
veespl eontly from the coast, and Adeline saw
herseld surronnded by the unduiating waves of
the openn.  The shore appedred to recede; ity
montaing to lessen, the gy colours of fta Innd-
seape to melt fnto cach other, and in o ghort timoe
the figure of B3I, Amand was seen no more: the
town of Nice, with its enstle nnd harbomr, next
faded nway in distanece, and the purple tint of the
maountaing was at Ieugtfh all that remained on the
verge of the horizon. Bhe siched as she pazed,

and her eves Gled with tears:  So vapished my

B

prospect of happiness,” sald she; * and my foture
view is like: the waste of waters that surrounid
me.”? Hep heart was full, and she retived from
ob@ereation to a remote part of the decls, where
she indulged hor tears 4a she watcled the vessel
eut fts way through the Dguid glass, The water
v so tvansparent that she saw the‘sun-bedms
playing ot cons'dernble depth, and fish of various
tglou:s glagea ‘athwart the cnrrent,  Innnmers

le marine plants spread (hefr vigorous lefves

on the rocks below, and the relmess of their

vordure formied 8 boauntiind contrast to the. zlow-
::ﬂg georlet of the coral thet hraneled Deside
them,

The distant const, nt length, entirely disap-

- pearcd.” Adeline gazed with en emotion the mozt

sublima on the boundiess expanse of waters that
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spread on all sides: she seemed as if launched
inte o new world; the grandeur-and Immensity of
the vlew astonished and overpowered her: for o
motent she doubted e teath of ‘the comphes,
aniel belicvesd it to be almest impossibla for the
vesgsel to find it way over the pathless waters to
any shove,  And when she consiflered that o
plank alone separated her from death, n sensation
of mimixed terror supersedid that of sublimily,
nnd she hostily tnrned her eyes from the pros-
pect, and her thoughts from the subject.

CHAPTER XIX.

Towanes evening the eaptain, to-aveid the
dangor of cosountering o Bavbary corsair, stoored
for the Freweh const, and Adeline distinguished
in the gleam of the setting sun the shores of Pro-
vieues, featliored with wopd, and green with -
turage, La Lue, lanpnid and i, had rebi to
the ealin, whithor Clara attended him. “Tha
pilat at the helny guiding the tall vessel through
the seunding waters, and one selitary eailor, lean-
ing with crossed arms against the mast, and now
‘and then singing paris of 'a mowmfol difty, were
all of the crew, except Adeline, that remained
upon deck; and Adeline silently walched the de-
clining sun, which threw a saffron glow upon the
woves, and on the saile, pently swelling in the
bireese that was now dying awaey. The sun at
lenzth saulk Below the cecan, and twilizht stole
over the secne, leaving the shadowy shores yob
visible, and towching with a solommn tint the wa-
bere that stvetched wide arguid, She sketched
the picture, bot it wae with a faint peacil. ;

As the shadows thickened, the seene sunlc intg
decper repose. Even the sailor's song had eeased;
noeound was hieard Lut that of the waters desh-
ing betenth the yveéssel, and their faliler mumey
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on the pebblyconst.  Adeline’s myind was o uni-
gon with the trangquillity of {he howr: Tulled by the
wiaves, she resizned Levsell 1o a &till m;-l::l:c‘:m!:.-j
and sat lost in voverie. The prosent nionsent
Lrought to her recollection her vovage up (he
Rhene, when, secling vefuge from the terrors of
the (Marqnis de Montalt, she se nuxionsly endon-
voured to anticipate her futvre desting.  She
then, ns now, hnd watehed thie fall of evening and
the fading prospeet, and sl romembered wint
o deselate feeling kod accompanied the impres-
siong which those abjects made. Shoe had then
no friends—uo-asylum—no certainty of escaping
the pursuit of her enemy, Now ghe had found
affectionate friends—a Secure retroat—and was
deliveresd from the tevrors she then suffoed —but
still ehe was unhappy.  The rempembrance of
Theedore—of Theeddre who had loved hor so
truly, who had encountered and snffored so muclh
for her sake;, and of whose fote she was now as
iznorant os when ehe traversed the Hhoue, was
an-ineessant pang to ey heart,  She séeuiod to
e more remote than ever from the peesiility of
heaving of him,. Semetimes o fing hope crossed
her that he had eseaped the walice of-his poree-
eutor; but when she considercd the fnveteracy
and power of the katter, and the heingirs 1ight i
which the lnw resnrds an nsspalt uson a superior
officer, even this peor hope vanished, and left hep
to tears and angnish, such os this reverie, which
bepan with o sensation of only gentle wélin-
choly, now Ted ta, She continned ta muse tll
the moon avoss frem e Doson of the ocenn, il
shed her trembling lustre upon the waves, dif-
fuaing. peace, and waking silenes more solemmy «
beaming o soft Hoht on the white sails; an
throwing upon the waters the long shadow or
the vessel, which now seemed o ghide away
unoppesed by any enrfent.  Her tears had gome-
whit relieved the anguish of her mind, and che
ngnin reposed in plocid melapeholy, when o strain
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of such tender nnd entraneing sweotness stola on.
the gilenes of the hows, that it seemed more like:
celestind than mertnl mutic—so mg.‘,so soothing it
gunk upon her dﬂ‘:III‘, thnlgilt; recalled her from }T\:‘
sory to hope aud love.  Shi wept agpain——>0uk
these were tears which she would not have ¢x-
chapged for micrth and joy; She looked round,
Lut pereeived neither ship or bont; and ne the:
undulating sounds swolled on the distaut air, she
thouzht they came from the shore. Sqmefimw
the breeze wafted them away, and neoain returned
them lu tones of the most lanmishing softness.
Fhe links of the nir thus broken, it was musie ra-
ther than melody that she eanght, till, the pilot
gracluslly stecring neater the coast she distin-
sulshed the notes of & song familiny to her ear,
She endeavoured to recellect where she had
heard it, but in vain; yet her heart beat almest
unconscigusly with o something resembling hnﬁ
Still she listened till the breeze again stole the
eownds,  With regret she now poresived that
the vessel wis moviog from them, sod at length
they trembled ﬁtlnllil( on the waves, suul away at
n distanee, and werd Leard no more. She remauinsd
upon the deele o eonsiderpble time, unwilling to
relinguisl the sxpsctation of learing them agais,
find their syeetiess still vibrating on lier ﬁﬂ” s
and at lenpth rotived to the cabin oppressed in
degres of disappointment which the cccasion did
Bob appear to Justify.
Lo Luc grew botter during the voyage; lis
rpivits revived, and when the vesselentered’thnt
airt of the Meditermnenn called the Gulf of
Lyvans; he was sufficiently animated to enjoy from
the deck tho xiohle prospect which the swoeping
shores of l'rovénee, terminativg in the &5 dis-
tont ones of Languedoc, exhibifed, Adeline amd
Clury, who ansiously watched his looks; rejolced
in their amendment; nud the fond wishes of the
lntter already anticipated kis perfoct recovery.
Disappointment hxd tép often checked the-ox-
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weotations of Adeline, to permit her now to in-
e an %nl deﬁrﬂe of hope:with tliat of her
fricnd, yot she contlded much in the efvot of this

age.

Luo amused himeself at intervals with dis-
courging, and peinting ont the sitnations of con-
sidernble ports on the coast, aud the mouths of
the rivers that, after wondering through Pro-
vened, disombogue themselves into the MMedis
terranean. The Rhone, liowever, waz the only
eng of much consequence which he passed,  Onl
this object, thmi:l:t was s0 distant, that famey
perhaps rather than the sense beheld i, Clara
pazed with ?ueu].inr for it coma from
the banks of Savoy; and the wave which she
thought she poreeived, had wished the feet of
her dear uative mountaing, The fime passsd
with mingled pleasure and improvement as La
Lt degeribed o Lis attentive puptls the manners
and commerce of the different bitants of the
gonst, and the natural history of the country; o
as b fraced in Imu{mnimn the remote wrnder-
inpa of rivers to thebr sowree, and delineated the
cmﬁﬁcteﬂs} ilc henuties of tbei:; uﬂ!]‘wdn} h

of a pleasing yoyage of a faw day e
shores of ]:*Ir:}voueg receded, ond that of L:l;!:m.-
doc, which had long bounded the distance, le-
cate tha grand ohjeet of the seene, nud the sai-
lors drew near the port.  They Ianded i the uf-
ternpon ot o small tovru situsted at the foot of n
woody eminence, on the right overlooking thiy
sen, nod on the left the rich plaies of Lenguedor,
gay with the purple vige. Lo Luce determinio
to defer his journey till the following day, and
was directod to s-snmll inn at the extremity of
the town, where the pecomimnodation, sueh o3 it
was, he endeavoured to be confented with.

I the ovening the heauly of the hour, and the
desire of exploring new seencs, invited Adsline
io wallz. La Luc wos fatigned, and did not go
gut, and Clom remnined with hinm.  Adelinatool
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hew' way to the woods that rose from the margin
of the-sen, nnd climbed the wild emisence-on
which they huog.,  Oflen ns she went she turnsd
her eves to catel between the duk follare the
Llue witers of the bay, the white sail tnt flitted
b snd dhe trombling: pleam of the setting sun,
When sl reached the smnmit, nol Ibnkulgﬂuwu
wier the davls topa of the woods on the wide and
virious prospect, she was seized with o kil of
et rapture impossible te Lo expredsed, nod
stapd nnconscions of the flight of time, lii._l the
sun haid left the scene, and twilight threw its so-
lemi slinde upot the monntains,  The sen nlone
reflected the fnding splendonr of the wests its
tranouil snrfoee was pretinlly disburbel by the
tow wind that erept in tremulous lines along tho
waters, whenee 1ising. o the waoods, it shivered
their light leaves, and disd away. )

Adleling quitted the heighits, and followed &
wirrow path that wound te the beach below; her
mind wos now particularly sensible to fine-im-
prozsions, nud the sweot potes of the pighitiogals
umid the stillness of the woods ngain nvwaliened
Ler emklusinsn,

e sponading dusk at length reminded Ade-
Line af her diztavee from the inn, and that she
Lad Ler woy to flnd throngh o wild and lenely
wood: she Bode ndien to the zyren that hind o
lomgr detpimed lier, and pursied the poath swith
dquick steps, . Having followed it for some timies
shie hecawe bewildered smong the thickets, and
the inupessing dorkness dd not ‘ollow hor to
juldge of the difection she wos in.  Her appre=

cnsioha hoizhtened ber difficulties: she tlought
ghe distinguished the volcss of men ateoma Littls
distance, and she inereased her spoed 110 she
Tonnd herself on the s sands, over which tho
wopds jnipended. ey breath wes pow cxhonsts
eid—sha pansed o woment Lo recsver hevself; and
frarfully listensil; but, instead of the voices of
men, she lieavd faintly swelling in the breeze
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Lo wotes of mowmiul mpsic—her heart, oyvar
sensible to the hnpressions of melody, melted
with the tones, and her fearg were for o mement
Iullesd in gvect vnelinntment,  Surprise was seon
mitgled witl delizhe, when, as the sornds -
vameed, she distinguisliod the {ons of that in-
strumment, apd themedody of that well-Known air,
shie lind lreard & fow preceding evendngs from the
ghoves of Provence, But she had io thoe for
eenjectwre—footsteps apprunched, amd shio ve-
nowed ler speid,  Zhe was sow emerped fron
the darkness of the woods, und the meon, which
shone l:ri]ght, exlibited along (he level sonds the
town and port i the distnnce.  The steps that
had followed mow came up with her, and slhe
pereeived two men, hut they passed in convers
sation withont noticing Lery and s they passed
Ehe wik pertain #lie recollected the veiee of hin
who was then speaking,  Its tones were so fumi-
Tiny to lier car, that she was sorprised af the im-
prrfect memory whiel did not sufler hor to Lo
assured hi"- whoem they weore uitered, Anotlicr
st now Talloved, and 2 rnde vojce cilled to hor
to stops  As she hostily tarmed hoe s she BV
imperfect]y by the moonlight & ma oo soilor’s
babit purstiing, while bovenewed (he eall, Lin-
peiled by terver she fled nlong thestds, but Ter
gbops were sluort and trembiline—those of lier pure-
sier etrong eud quicl:.

She had jnst strongbh saffidont to ronch thie
men who hod belore passed her, nad to lnplere
{heir protection, when her Jersuey sme up wilh
thewy, butsuddenly furned mto the woods on the
lefe and disappented.

She lind o breath to ausweor the fuguirics of
the strnmers who sopported her, till oo sudden
exclumniion, aod (e sonnd of her own name,
drew bher eyes attentively upon the Iqmm who
utteved them, and in the rars whichshone strong
upen Dis featiros, slie distinguished AL Vernieni]!
—Mutnal satisicetion and explanation eneved,
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and when he learned that La Lue aud his dangh-
ter were ot (e ion, he felt an iucreased pleasure
in conducting her thither, Ho said that he had
accidentally wet with au old friend in Savoy,
whom He now introduced by the pame of Man-
ron, and who lind prevailed on him to chonge his
route and necompary him to the shores of the
Mediterrinenn, Thoy had embarked from the
nodst of Provence only a few procading days, and
hiad that evening londed jn Lan e, on the
eztate of M. Monron. Adeline had now ne deubt
thnt it wos the finte of M. Vernenil, which had
&6 often delizhted lLer nt Lelpncoprt, that she
had heard on the ses. ;

When they renched the inn they found La Lue
uwnder t anxiety for Adeline, in senreh of
whom he had sent several people. Anxiéty
yielded to swrprise and pleasure, when e per=
eeived hier with 3. Veroenil, whose eyes béamed
with unusual aninuition on seeing Clara, After
mutnal conzratulations, M, Verneuil observed;
and Iamented, the very indifferent acoommodis
tigh which the jnn afforded his friends, and M,
Manron immediately invited them to his cha-
tean, with o warmith of ospitality that overcamao
every gcraple which delicacy or prids could op-
pose,  ‘The woods that Adelive bed traverssd
formed & part of his domain, which extended
almost to the inn; but ho inssted that his sar-
vinge should talte his guests to the chatenn, and
deparied to Tu’a orders for their recepticn. The
;mnm of ML Vermeuil, and the lGadness of his
riend, gave fo La Luc an uousunl How of H?iril;;
e conversed with n degres of vigour nnd liveli-
nessto whickh he had long been nnaecnstomed, und
the smile of sutisfaction that Oleea gave (o Ades
line, expressed how mioch she thouelt he was
already benefited by the voyage. Adeline on-
gwered Der ook with o smile of less confidence,
for she atiributed his present animation to o
more temporary cause,
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About half an hpar after the departure of M,
Mauron, & boy, who servied as waiter, brought o
message from & chevalier then ot the inn, re-
questi perm.ssslun to & -Em}. with Adeline, The
TR W ursued her along the sands in-
stant] oncurret toher, and she scarcely doulied
th.1t the stranger was somne person belonging to
the Marquis de Montalt, ]m'hl:'. g the I‘Illlﬂ]_lﬂl
himself; though that he should have discovered
Yier seciden i m:- obsettre @ pl:u:r.-., and so
immediately 'up-on her arrival, seemed vory
improbable.  With trembling llgs, nnd o coun-
tenanes pale as death, she mqum'd the name of
tho chovaliers  The Im.‘.' was not ncqumnted with
t. La Lugasked w lmt.snrtofu.fte
but the bay, who understood little of this nrt uf
deseribing, gave such a confused account of him,
that Adeline could only learn he was not large,
but of the middle stature. This circumsiauce,
lwwever, convineing her it was not the Marquis
de Montalt who desired to se¢ her, she asked,
whether it would be- ableto La Lue to have
the stranger admitte La Lue said, * By all
means:? and the waiter withdrew, Adeling et
in trembling expectation till the door opened,
and Louis de la Motte entered tht. room. . He
tidvanced with an cmbarenssed and melnnchal
nir, thowgh hig countenanes hod boen onl;ghteupﬂ
with a moementary pleasure when he first beheld
Adeling=—Adeline, who was still the idel of hig
heart, After the first salutations were over, all
apprehensions of tho Marquis being now diasi-
pated, she inguired when Lols geen Lon-
sicur and Madnme la Motte,

“7 gught rather to psle you that guestion,” said
Louis in some confusion, “for I believe you have
geen them sinee I have; and the pleasure of
meeting you thus s equnilm:l by my surprise, X
bave not heard from wy father for some time,
oW prcr'f.nbky tomy regiment being moved to
new guarters,’
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e looked a5if hie wished to e informed with
whom Adeline now was; but os this was o sub-
ject npon which it was impossible she should
spenk in the presenceof La Lue, she led the con-
syepention (o genernl topies; aftor havine szid that
Monsicnr and Madame Lo Motte were well when
whe left thein.  Lowls-spoke Httle, and often
leoked anxionsly ot Adcline, white his mind
gecancd labouring umler strong oppression, Sho
oimervod this, and recollecling the declaration
Yo had made hor on the moming of Lis departure
from the Abbey, she attribnted his present em-
borrnssment to the affoct of o passion yof unsub-
dued, tnd did ot appear to notice it,  After he
hinedl sut near o quarter of an honr undern strug-
gle of feelings which e could neither conguer or
coneeal, he rose to lave the room, and a8 he
passed Adeling, snbd, in a low voice, ¥ Do permit
me to -‘-,l;ﬁ"": with you alone for five minutes.”
Sl hisitated in some confusion, and then say-
iug thoy were none but friends present,
he wonld bo seated,—** Exenso me,” said he,
in the saome low pecents “what T would sny
nearly coneems you, mid you only. Do favour
me with a few moments’ attention.” He suid
this with n look that surprised her; and having
nril?rod enndles jute another roon, she went

1ither.

Lonizeat for gome moments silent, and seom-
ingply fn preatl perturbation of mind., AL length
he snid, T kmow ot whether to rojoice or to
Inment ot this anexpected mectine, though, if
rou nog i enfe bands, T ought certainly to re-
iﬂ'ml.'_. however hned the task that now falls to
my lot. 1 2m pot ignevamt of the dongors nnd
1:-crsneutin~nt you hnve suffored, snd cannot for-

il expressing my anxicly to Luoow how you
mre now eirenmstaneed, Are vou indeed with
frieuds1” 91 gm” said Adeline; * AL La Moite
has inforimed you® ¥ KoY replicd Louniawith a
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deop sigh, “ not my father"—He ponsed—" Hat
I do indeed rejeice,” resumed Te, * 0! how sin-
covely rejofec! that you are insafety.  Could you
Lenow, lovaly Adeline, what I have suffergd 1''e—
He cheelied himeelf, @ [ umdderstosd yeu had
gomething of importance to sy, Sy saul Ade-
lines *yon must exeuaze me it I rerivind you that
I have not many moments to spare.”

“It ie in of importanee,” veplicd Louiss
Syot L kmow not how to mention it-=how te
spiten—this task is foo severe. Alas! my poor
friend”

“Who i< it you sponle of, 51" smid Adeling
with quickness, Louis rosc from his chair, nnd
walkod abait the reom, ™ 1 would prepare you
for what I have fo say,” he resumed, *“but upon
my sonl 1 am not cmll:ﬂlP o it

1 entreat yom to keep me no Jonger 0 smas
pense)" sall Adeline, wito hml o wild suspicion
that it was Theodore he would epeals of,  Lowis
glill hesitated., I3 it—0 is it'—I conjure you
tell me the worst at onoe,™ said she, in a voico of
agon{. 1 ean bear jt—indeed 1 can’?

i 'llﬂilﬂﬂ'laffﬁ.i}lllll” exclainmed Louis! “0
'l'ht:neforc! weadore!™ fiintly artionlated Ade-
Tine, “he lives then "' ——* He does,”™ said Lewms,
Shnt—"he stopped, “But whatl” ericd Ade-
ling, trembling violently: *if he i5 living, you
cannod tell me worse thin my fenrs susgests T
entrent yon, therefore, not to hegitate”  Lonis
resunmed his seat, and, emdeavouring to assume n
colleeted aiv, said, ** He s living, Madam; but he
is o prisoner, and—for why should I deccivi
you? I fear hie has little to hiope fu this world.”

“1 hove long femyed eo, S said Adeline,
in & voice of forced composnre, ““yon lave
romething more terrible than this te relate, aiudl
I ngain entreat yon will explain yousself™”

“Ile hos every thing to apprehend frem tha
Marquis do Montalt,” gaid Lowss. * Alnst why
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do T to apprehend?  1Hs indoment is alveady
fixed—ho is pondomned o die.”?

At thiis ennfirmation of her fenrs, a denth-like
palencss diffuzed itsell over the connienance of
Adeline: she st motionless, and attéempted to
sich, bot secemed almost suffecated. Terrified at
her situntion, and EKI:EELF to geo her faint,
Lowis wonld have her, but with her
hiamid she woved him from her, nnable to speak.
He now called for assistanen, and La Lug and
Clara, with M. Vernewil, informed of Adeline’s
indisposition, were q,umk! by her gide.

At tho sonnd of their voices she looked up, and
seemed to recollect herself: wwhen utte:ﬁ:g a
[tc:n'ﬁ' sigh, she Lhurst into tears.  La Luc ve-
Joiced to sen Iy Woop, z-ntnumﬁd har tears,
which after some time relieved her, and when
she wos abie to speak, che desired to go back to
Lz Luc’s parlony.  Louis-attended hey thither;
whon she wos better he woukd have withdrawn,
Lt La Lue Bepred he would stary. :

Yo are, perhaps, & refntion of this young lady,
Sin? said Ila,"nn may have brought news of her
fother " —* Not 5o, =rI” res]iizﬂ Louts, hesifa«
ting. * This pentlemnn,’” said Adelme, who had
now resollected hex ﬂ.issiﬁmmd thonghta, * iz the
son of the M. La Motte, whom yon may have heard
me mention.” Lenis eeemed “shocked to be de-
clared the son of & man thet bad onea seted go
unwaorthily towards Adeline, who, Instantly per-
eeiving the pain her words ocensioned, endet-
voured to soften their offect, by saying that La
Maotte hard envied her front fnminent danger, and
had afforded her an nsglum for many months,
Adeline sat in o state of dreadhl ealicitnds to
know the particulars of Thepdove's sitnntion,
ret conld not aeguire courpge to ronow the subes
_ieﬂ. in the presence of La Lue; she ventnrsd,
wowever, to a8k Louis #f his own regiment wag
guastered in the town,

He replied, that his reziment lay ot ¥acean, o
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Frenel town on the frontiors of Bpain; that he
had. jist evosend n !pnrl of the Gull of Lyens,
and vos on his way to Bavoy, whither ho should
sk out early in the moiming:

“ W are lately come fram thenee,” sald Ade:
line; *may [ ask to what part of Savoy you nre
poinpt'—" To Lelencourt'™ ho replipd. * Yo
Loleneonrt!” said Adeline; in some smprise.
“I am # steanaer o the conntry,” resmnied
Lowis; “hut T go to serve miy friend,  Yop scem
to Lknow Lelenconrt, "1 do, indeed,” suid
Adeline,  * You probully know then that A
La Luc lves there, and will guess the motive of
my jonrney.” ) >

0 henven] fs il possible!” exclnimed Adeline
—" g it ]!WEﬂiblll' that Theodore Peyrou is o rel-
tion of' M. La Lue!”

¥ Theodoral what of my son!” asked La Lue
in surprise and apprelension.—"* Your son ™ enid
Adeline, in o trembling voice, * your son!™ The
astonighiment anil anguish depicted on liercoun-
tonanes inerensed the apprehensions of his un-
fortunate father, and lie renewed his question.
Tint Adeline was totally unable fo answer hims
anil the distress of Louis on thus 1mexpeé‘t_ed]'i'
digeovering the futher of his wnhappy friend,
and knewing that it wns his task to disclose the
fate of his son, deprived him for rome time of all
power of utternnes: and Lo Lué and Clamn,
W] fears were every instant heightened hy
this drendful silence, continted to repeat their
questionsg, ;

At leogth o zense of the npproaching suffer-
ings of the zood La Lue overvoming every other
feeling, Adeline reeoviered strength of wind suf-
ficient to try to soften the intellizence Lowis fmd
to communieate, nnd to conduct Clarn to another
oo, Heve she collocted regolution to tell Tuer,
anel with muel fenler consideration, the ciroum-
stanees of her lanther’s situntion,  concealin
only her lnowledga of Lis sentence being ol
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ready propounced. This relation necossarily in-
eluded the mention of their attachment, and in
the friend of her heart, Clara discovered the
innpeont oanse of her loother's destruction. 'Ade-
ling also lparned the occrsion of that eivovm-
ginnee which had cmlh‘ilguh;i!l to keep her-igno=
rant of Theodore’s relptionship to La Lue;: she
was told the former lind: taken the pame of
eyrow, vwith anestate which had been feft him
abant o year hefore, by o relation of his mother’s,
tpon that condition,  Thesdore hnd  heen  de-
sizned for the churel, but his disposition inclined
Iiina ton moie active life that the clerieal hakil
would admit of; aud on his accession to the
catnte, e hod entered inte the serviee of the
French king. o

In the few and interrapléd interviews which
hagd Deen allpwed them at Coux, Theodore had
wentioned bis funiily to Adeline only in general
torms; and thus, when they were so suddenly
separated, Tind, withont dnsigni::ﬁ it, loft har in
ignorance of his fadler’s pame pi’!lm‘: of resi=
dence.

The sacredness and delivaey of Adeline's grief,
swhich hingd acver permitted her to mention the
gulijeet of it even to Clars, had'sinee contributed
to deecive her.

e distress of Clarn, on learning the sitoalion
of lier brother, couwld enditre no Tosteaings Ade-
line, whe, by o strong effort of mind, lisd com-
mianded ler feelings so as to Tmpart this intelli-
goner witn tolerable compesure, was now alniosh
overwhelmed by her ovn and Clara’s acenmu-
Inted sufforings.  While they wept fortls the an-
muish of their liearts, o scone, if possible, moro
shieeting, phetad Detween Lo Lue ond Louis, who
percaived ik was noesey to inforin lim, though
coutionsly amd by degrees, of the Ml extent of
hiz ealamity. He therefore told La Lue, that
thowgl Theodore had Deen fest tried for thie of--
fenoe: of having quitied his post; he was pow
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eondemued on o Ehzilrgu' of ag=ault made upon his
'E\;I].'E!".l] oftfeer, the Mavqnis de Moetall, whio bad

rought vitnesses to prove, that his 1ife hnd Heon
endangered by the circuwmstauce; and who have
ing pursned the prosecition with the most hitter
ranconrs hod at length obiomed the ssntence
which' tha Jaw could wot withheld, Lut which
gvery aofticer of the reﬁ]u:ent deplored.

Louis added, that tho sentence was to bo.exe-
ciited in less thana fortiight, aad that Theadore
belny very Elﬂl!."l'['.:ifj‘ oL PRCEEVING mo EREwers 10
the Tatters e had sent to Lis fachior, whiking te
ex0 him onde miore, pud Enovwing thak these vwas
now 0o time 10 he ius';, haed reguested him o va
to Lelencourt, and acquaint his father with hiz
siinntion.

La Lue rocéived tho secouut of liz son's eandi-
tion with a distress that admittod neitlier of toavs
or complaint. He asked where Theodore was,
aud deciring o be conducied to Lim, lie thanled
Louis for ‘nll his kinduess, nnd ordered usis
horses immediately: _

A Girtidge. whs goon yeady, and this ushepps
father, afoer taking o mourniul leave of A,
Yerngull, opd sending o ‘compliment to 3L
Muurow, attended by hig fauily, set oot for the
prizon of his gon. The journey wos o sllont one;
cael individonl of the pty endesvoured, 7 oo
sideration of the othior, to suppress the expies-
ston of grief, bul wae unabls to do mors, Ln
Lyc .upyem:u'ﬂl calm ond ecmplocents e seamod
frequently to beepgased in prayer; but gsfiug-
gle for reziiuation e COMPOEUNe was £o1nstin e
visiblo upon s countenaucs; notwithsianding
the efiorts of lig wind to eoneeal if,

EITAPTER XX,
Wenow retium fo the Jarquis de’ Mantalt

wha baving seen Lo 3!53‘51@- safely lodged in {ha
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prison of D—ry, and leaming that the trial
would not come on immediately, had retun
o hife villa on the bonlas of the y where ha
expectod to henr newsof Adeline: Tt had been
hiz intention to follaw his gorvants to Byons; bot
T now determined to wait & few days for letters,
and e bad little doubt that Adeline, gince her
fliight hod been so q}:lirklr pursued, wounld b
overtaken, aud probehly before she could reach
that eity. In this expectation he had been
tserabily dizapyoimted ; for his gervante inform-
eil Bime, that though they traced her thither,
thay hind neither hoen ablo to follow hop ronte
bevand, nor to discover her at Lyons.  This
caenpe shie: probably owed to having embarked
on L Rhoweg for it doss not appear that tho
Margnis's :lmﬂ:ﬂt- thought of secking her on tho |
cpurse of that river, i
i presence was goon after rogaired st Vacean,
where the court-nartinl was then sitting; thither,
therefore, e wont, with prssions-still miore exss-
permdod by hislate dissppointment, and procored
the condotnation of Theodore,  The sentenco
was wniyersally Topented, for Theodore was
mech beloved in bis-regimenty and the occa=
gion of the Muguis's personal réscitment 1o-
wards fim hekine ]L'nu\'-'n. every leart was inter-
e=ted i his enuse, ‘
Loulade In Motle inprohing ot fhis thoe te e
elntiondd In the same lown, 'El.ml‘ql an imperfoet |
aecount of his story;-and being convinesd  tiat |
Ve prizoner was-the voeuns chisvalier whom Le
Tinel feirsery seay witl) r'.mﬁf.'u'qui's at the nhloy,
he was fnduced, partly from compnssion, and
oty with n hope of hearing of bis phvonts, to |
vidiet B The toipessionate 5'}'mn.1[|lf' whiel
Lonts expressed, and (he zoal with which ha
tendered Iis sorvices, affected Thoodore, nnd. |
cxelted dn Lim o wanm eetwen of friendship. |
Louis mnde: kit frequent vishle, did every
thing that kindness conld sugzest to alleviate
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his snfferings, and' n muteal esteem and eonfi-
dence ensoed,
_ Theedore at length communicated the chief
suliject of his concern to Louds, who diseovered,
with inexpressible prief, that it was Adelina
whom the Marguis biad thus cruelly persceuted,
il Adeline for whess sake the generous Theo-
dore was abont {osnffer.  He soon percelved
that Theodore was hisfavoured rival; but ]le-gpn-
erously srppressed the joalous pang this discoves=
ry occtsioned, and determined that no prejudice of
: 'Il-'tsalml_s-huuill withdraw hiin from theduties of
wmanity wnd friendship.  He eagerly inguired
sore Adeline then resided.  “She ja yet, 1 fear,
i the power of the Marquis,” sand Theodore,
eiehing deeply, 0 Godl—these chaing!™—and
| Lot threw an agonizing gianee upon them.  Louis
gt silent andd thoughtfuly ot lengtl, starting from
bis veverie; he sl e wonld go to the Marquis,
anil immediately quitted the prisen.  The Mar-
aqitis wag, however, alrewdy set off for Paris, where
Iie hindd Been summoned Lo appearat the approach=
ing trinl of La Motre; aud )Lmﬂs, yet jgnorant of
thee lute transaeltions at the abboy, retumed to
the jrrison, where he endeavonred to forget thak
Theodore was the favoursd rival of his Jove; amd
o vemember him only as the defender of Adeline.
S0 earttestly e pressed his offers of service, thak
Thewlove, whony the silence of lis father equilly
subprised and afilicled, nid Who was very anx-
fonks 19 ae0 kim onee n@ain, aocepted his !rrﬂp‘.bsal
ofgoing himself to Savoy. My lelters Latrong-
Iy sfspect to ltve been intercepled by the Mars
quis," sl Theodore, ™if %o, iy poor fither
will have the whole weight of his ealamity to
sustain at ouee, unlosa L avail moysell of your
kindness, and T shall neither spe Lim . or heaye
fioin i before 1 die, Lonist there are mos
ments wien oy fortitude shirinks from the con=-
flict, sl iy senses threaten to desert me.!!
o time wns to Ue lost, the warrant for his
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exsention had alvendy received the king's signa-
ture, and Louis immedintely set forward for

Bavoy, The letters of Theodore indeesd,
bﬂmf}i’nltrrqitecl Ty order of “the- Mﬂntl‘d’ nis, who

in the hope of discovering the asylum of Adeline,
had opened and afterwards destroyed them,

But to return bo Lo Lue, who now drew near
Veeenw, and whom his: fumily observed 1o be

atly ehinneed in his looks dince he Dind heard

e late colamitous intelligence; e nttered no
eomplaint; bt i wis too abviows that his dis-
order had made o vopid progress.  Lodis, who
dgriggﬁhia jotrmes’, !-wwzd the goodness of his

on

e the delieate nttention he pnid this:
unhappy 1!1:11‘1.1, coneended lis olservation of the:

deciine of Lu Lue, and, to soppart Adelings
gpirits, endeavoured to convines er that hier 4p-
i-rch:m:ipns on this subject were groundless.
Her spirits dild indecd require support, for she
was now within o fow mules of the town that
confained Theodore; and while hir incressin
riurbation almest overenine hier, yet she Wb
appear ¢omposed.  When the cavisge en-

tered the town, she cast o timid end nuxions

Ehmue from the window in senich of the prisen;
ut havinge paszed through severnl stveots witli-
out perteiving ME' bnildog which correspoidal
with Lo fdon with that she Iooked for, the éoaeh
stopped b the inn,  The frequent chingesin La
Lue's countenaneg beiroyed the violont aglta-
tion of his mind, and whén b atlempiod ta
nlight, feeble end exhansted, he was eompelled

to accept the suppart of “Loals, to whor he!

faintly said, ns-he Emmd to tha }u!mnr, b 1T

itdead eieke ol heart, Lot I traat the pain wHlinot
be long?™  Lawie pregsed his land wichout speak-
ing, and hastenpd back for Adelne and i
swhd were nlready i the passsge, La Lue wiped

the fears from Dis eyves (Hhey were the frat he

had shed) asthey entored thereom, 1 wonid
go Tumedintely to oy poor Loy, &aid he fo
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Lonisp ™ younr's, Siv, iso mournfol ofice—ha sa
pood 23 to conduet me to him*  He rose to
but, feclile and overcome: with grief, aznin sa
down. Adeline and Clars united in entreating
that he would compese hinsgelf, awd tale some
vafreshments and Lonis, wging the necessity of
preparing Theodore for tha interview, prevajed
with lim to deley it till liis gon whoulid Le inform-
od of Iis arrival, tond immediately guitted fho inn
for the prison of hisfeiend, When bo wasgone,
La Luc; a8 a doty he owed those he loved, tri
o tadke some support; but the eouvalsions of lils
throat would not sufer him o swallow the wino
he held to his parched lips, and lie wes now €0
much dizsordered, that La desived to vétire to hig
ehamber, where alowe, and in prayer, he passed
the dreadful interval of Lonis's absence,

Clarn, on the bosom of Adeline, who sat in
calm but doep vﬂiml_i-r:gs.ﬁ yielded to the violenco
of her prief. **1 shall lose my dear father too”
gaid she; “1 see it; I shall lose my father aud
I[T-fé brother toxsthers? Adeline wopt with her

nd for swme time in gilence; aud then at-
tempted to persunde lioy that La Lue wos not g
ill o5 she nppreliended,

# Dp not mlslead me with liope™ sho replied,
“ e will not survive the shoek of this ealamity—
1 saw it from the firet,”  Adeline, lnowing that
La’ Luc'n distress wonld be heizhicned by the
oheeryance of hisdanghter's, and that indulgence
would enly ingresse ifs poignaney, endesvonred
to rouze ler'to anexertion of fortitude, by ursing
the 'IJI'-"I:'EBﬁtE of commanding her emotion in the
presonce of her father, * This is possilile,” added
she, ¥ however painful mny be the =it Yo
must emow, my dear, that my griel i not inferior
to your owi, yob 1 finve hithiorto heen ennbled
to & rt my sufievings in silenes; for M. La
Lue Yo, indeed, love and severonco ng o parent.”

Louts mentiwhile renched the prison of Theo-
dore, wlio reeeived him with an ale of mingled
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gurprise and impatience,  * What brings voi
tack so soon! sald he; “have you b ‘News
of my father?™ Lounis now prndually wnfolded
the civenmstanees of (helr mecting, and La Lug's
arrival ab Vaceau. A various emobion agilated
the countenance of Theodore on receiving this
intelligence, * My Eo&r futher!” said he, * he
Tins ilien followed his son to this ipuominious
l:lnoa! Little did I think when last we parted
¢ wonld meet e fu & prisen, under. condemna-
tiont"” This reflection roused an impetucsity of
griet which deprived him for some tine of speech,
“ But where is el said Theodore, recovering
himsell; “now he i3 comie I shrink from the
interview 1 have so much wished for. The sight
of his distresz will be dreadful to me. Louis!
when Iam :;o!mu-cmnl'orl my poor father™ Mig
voiee wns amnin interrupted by sobs; and. Louis,
who had been fearful nn-qll_miuting him at the
eame time of the arvival of La Luoe, and the-diz-
covery of Adeling, now juidged it proper to ad-
minister the cordial of this latter intellipeuce.
The gleoms: of a prison, nnd of enlsmity, van-
jshed for a transient moment: those wi
geon Theodore, ywould have belioved this te be
the instant which gave him_life-and Lberty,
VWhen lis fivsl smotions-subsided, %1 will not
repine;” suid he, © since I know that Adeline is
preserved, and that I shall ouce more sce my
inther, Lwill cudenvour to die with resiguation."
He [nguired if La Lue was then in the prison;
and was told Lie waos at the inn with Clam and
Adeline. . * Adeline!—Is Adelineg thiore  tool—
This is beyond my hopes. Yot why do I rejoicot
I must never sdée Ler mare: thiz is ug plice for
Adeline?”  Apain e velapsed into an ngony of
distress—and sgain repeated-a thousand ques-
tiong concerming Adeline, till he was reminded
by Leuis that his father was impationt to see
Tim—when, shocked that he hud 8o long detained
Lis friend, Lo ontreated him to condugt Lo Lug




TOE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST. 263

to the prisen, and endeavowred ta collect forti-
tude for the approacliog interview,

When Londs vetwrned to the ian, La Luc was
411l in his elamber: and Clara quitting the room
1o call im, Adeline seized with trembling impa-
tience the opportunity to inguive more partict-
Turly coneerning Thepdore, thun sl cliose to do
in the pesence of his unhappy sister.  Louis
vepresented him to be mueh more franquil than
he really wos: Adeline was - gometwlint soothed
by theadeounts and her tenrs, hitherto vestratmed,
flowed silently and fast, till Li Lue sppeared.
His conuntenance had recovéred ils seren ¥, bk
was impressed with o deep and stendy sorrow,
. winieh exeited in the beholder a mingled emction
| of pity and reverence, * How is my son, Sl

said Tie as e enteved the room, * We will go to
liim innmediately.”

Clara vepowed the entreaties that had been
alrendy rejocted, lo Accompeny her father, who
persisted g refusal. * To-morrow xum
soe him," sdded hey © bab our first meeting must
be alone, Stay with your friend, my denr; she
Tas meed of consolation’ When La Luc was
glune. Adelive, unable lunger to ah'uﬁgle aguinst
the fores of grief, retived to her chumber and
Tor bed.

La Lue walked silently towards the prison,
resting on the ari of Louie, 1i waenow niglht:
& dim lamp that hung above showed them the
gites, and Lomis rung o bell; La Laie, almust
averepme with agitation, leaned nzaingt the pes-
terst till the porier appeared. ke inguired Jor
Theolote, aud followed the man: bub when e
reeled the second court-ysrd, he seemed reaiy
to faint, aud sgain stopped. Louis desived the
porter wonld Tetch some wators but La Luc;
vecoviring his voics, said he should sgon be hets
ter, and would hot suffer him to go. S0 @& few
minutes he was eble to foliow Louis, who led
liim through several: dark pessages, aud vp &
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flight of steps to & door, which heing ur-?::'red
ﬂifelns_ael f.u]:iﬁm the prison of his son, was
sonted ot o small table, on which stood hﬁ
that threw o feeble lizht neroes the Jb!nce, mifi-
clant oniy to show its desolation and wretched-
ness. When he perecived La Luc he sprong
from: Iis chair, nnd in the next moment wos i
hisarms. ** My fnther!™ gnid Tie, in o tremulous
vobee. =% My son!™ exclaimed La Lue: and-thy
were for soma time silent, and locked in ene
othor's ambraee. At length Theodore lod him
1o the only chair the room afforded, and seatin
himself with Louis at tlie fook of the bed,
ldisura to olserve the ravages which illness and
ealamity had made on the featires of his parent,
Ln Lue made several efforts to spoak, but nnnble
to artienlate, laid his hand upon his brenst; and
sirhed deeply:  Fearful of the consequence of so
affacting o zéene on his shattered frame, Loujs
endenvoured to enll off His attention from the
fmmediate obiect of his distress, and inteyprupted
the silence; but La Lue shuddering, and eom-
Tlg‘umng he wis very eold, sunk back in his chair.
1is condition ronsed Theedore from the stupor
of despair; and while he flew te support lis
father, Lounis ran out for other assistanpe—"1
sinll =oom ba hetter, Theodore," =aid Lo Lme
untloting his eyen, ' the fintndss is already
eone offt T hawve nob been well of |ate: and this
sail meeting!”—Unoble any longer to gonnnand
hims=elf, Thesders wiunt hiz hands, and the
diftresy which had long stmzeled for uttovmnoe,
burst in eonvuleive sobs from s hpast.  La Lue
pradually tovived, sed exertad himeelf to calm
the Wegpsports of higson; but the foriitede of the
lattsr hnd now entively forpiken him, and he
eonld onky utter exclamistion and complaing,
AN little did 1 think we should ever meet
under oircumetanees so drendful a8 the prosentl
But I'hnve not deserved thom, my father! the
motives:of my eondnet bave .-qill' beon just ®
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% Thal s my supreme consolation,” said La
Luoe, *and onght to support vou in this hour of
trizl, The Almighty God, who fa the judeo of
Ligarts, will reward you herenfler,  Trust in hinm,
myson: I look-to hint with no fochlo hopes with
afirm relianee on hia justien!”  La Lug’s voice
faltered; ho maised hizs eyes to henvon with an

- exprezsion of meck devotion, while the tears of
hmiianiby fell siowly ot Iis cheeks

Still maore affected by lus lust vorle, Theodore
turned frem him, and paced the room with guiek
ateps: the entrnoee of Lobis was o vely sofsonn-
o relief to La Lue, whe; taking a cordial he
had brought. was: sgon sn.ﬁ:'urimtﬁy reatored to
dizeonrde on the subject most interﬂiﬁl;g‘ to him.
Thepdore tried to atthn o command of Lis feci-
ings, and suceeeded.  He conversed with tolern-
hle composure for aliove an hour, during which
La Lue endeavouwred to elovate, by religions
hope, the mind of his som, pod to enable hin to
to meet with foriitode the awful hour: that np=-
proachod.  But the appearaunce of resignation
wiich Theodore attained, always vanished when
lie reflected thnt howas going to leave his father
a prey to grief, and his beloved Adeline for ever,
When La Luc was about to depart, hie again
merntioped hew, © Afflictiog asan interview st
b In oue present eircumstanees,’? sadd he, * 1
ennmot Bear the thouzlit of aquitting the world
withont =ecing hor onee azain; yet 1 know not
how telask her to encounter, for my sake, the
misery of A partmg seene. Tell hor that m
thoughits nover, for & maoment, Teave hors that'?
——Ln Lug interrupted, and -assved bim, that
gineo e g0 much wished it he shonld see hier,
though a meeting could sarve only to heighten
thee mutunl] anguish of a flusl separation.

ST Ymow Gt—T knovw it too well.”™ said Theo-
dote; “yeb I cannob resolve to see her no more
and thus spare ler the pain this Interview mu
nfliet, O my father! wihen I think of thosa
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whom I must seon ledve for ever, hieart
breaks. DBut I will indeed try to profit by your
precept ond exmmple, and 51.1917 that, your E:lm‘r.
nal care liss pot heen in vain, My good Liouis,
o with my fathep—Dhe has m.-rull- of support,
Tow mnch I owe this Fem.-mmi. friend,” adde
Theodore, ® yeu well Linow, Si"=%*1 da, in
trutly,” replied La Lue, “and can ‘mever repay
s kindness to you. He hag-contributed to sup-
port us all; Lut vou reqanire comiort more than
1::‘_\'51.-11:.—hn shnll remain with yon—I will go

Tlis Theodors wonld not suffer; and La Lue
no longer opposing him, they nffectionntely em-
Liraeed and separated for the night.

When they renchod the inn, i..a L consnlted
swith Louwis on the possibility of addressing a
P.olitiun to the sovereign tinie enongh to save

‘hegdore. Jlis distance from Paris, and the
short interval before the period fixed for the
execution of the sentence, made this desin difti-
cult; but Delieving it was practieable, La Lue,
ineapalle as he appeared of performing 5o long a
Journey, determined Lo attempt it  Lowis think-
g that the umdekinking would prove fatal to the
father, without benefiting the son, endeavoured,
though faintly, to dicsuade him from it=—but hig
risalntion was fixed —If I saerifice the small
remaine of wy 1ife in the service of my child,”
eald ke, 1 shall Jose Jittfe: if I save him, I
khnll gain every thing, There i85 no time to he
lozt=—1 will got off iminedintelr.,”

He wanld have grdered post-horses, bk Louis,
pdd Claa, who wes now ¢ome from the beéd-side
of her frewd, arged the necossity of his taking
n fow hours® repose; e was of length rompfliog
te pckuowledge himsell nnegual to' the immedi-
ate exertion which parental anxiety prompted,
nuil consonted toseelt rest,

When he had retived to his chamber Clara
femented the condition of her father,—* He will
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not bear the jowney,” snid she; “he is greatly
changed within theso few days”——TLouis was
0 entirely of lier opindon, that he could not
dizzuisait, even to flntter her with a hopo. She
addied, what did met contribmte to raise his spi=
1ite, that Adeline waz so much indizpased by her
grief for the situntion of Theodore, and the saf-
furings of Lo Lue, that zhe dveanded the con-
W(]ini}lll.'.‘l:".

t has been g2én, that the passion of young La
Motte hiad suffered no abatement froni time or
aleence; on the contrary, the porsecution and
the dangers which had pursued Adeline swaken-
ed all lug tenderness, and drew her neaver to lis
Deart, When he had diseovered that Theodora
Ioved oy and wos beloved ngiit, he experionced
#ll the nuguish of jealousy and disappointment;
for though she had forbade him to hope, he
found it too painful an eflort to abey hey, and
baad srcrct!i' chierished the fame which he ought
to bave stitled,  His heart was however too ho=-
ble to suffer his zeal for Theodore to alate Le-
canse he vwas hig favoured rival, and his mind too
streng not to conceal the aoguish this certainty
oerasigned, i

The sttachment which Theodoie hod tesiified
towards Adeline eveln endeared lim to Louis
whon he had recovered from the first shock o
disappointinent; and that conguese over jealonsy
which origingted in prineiple, and was porsued
with di:iieu;lt‘.r becume afterwards his pride and
his glory. N e, hipwever, he again saw Ade-
Iine=—gave her in the mild dguity of gorrow moare
mteresting than ever—saw hery though slnking
Deepeathy it pressure, vot tender and aolicitous to
soften the aflictions of these arouml her—it vas
with the wimost difficulty he proserved his reso-
Tution, nod forbore to express the sentiments shie
irspived,  Wiren hio fatrther considered that hae
ntutd smifferings arose from the strength of ler
affection, he more than ever wished himself the
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object of o heart capable of 80 tender & 1l 3
and Theedore in prison,; and in ing, was o
momentary alijest Dfienvir. ~

In the morning, when La Lue arose from short.
and disturbed shimbers, ho fonud Louis, Clara;:
mnd Adelioe, whom indisposation eould-not pre-
veitt fromn paying him this testimony of respoet
and affection, azembied in the 'éfm of the
ino ta see bdw depart,  Aftes o shight breakfast,
during which liis feelings permitted him to say
little, he bads lis friends a sad farewell, and
sted'»pe{'l inte the earringe, followed by theie tears
and prayers.—Adeline Tmmedintely retired to her
chipmber, which shie was too il to gnit thal day.
I the eveuing Clara-left her friend, end con-
ducted by Lonis, went to visit hwlu'o!her,w]mm
emotions, on hearing of his father's departure,
wer varions and strong. '

CHAPTER XXI.
We roturn now fo Piorre de In Motte, vrh%

after vemaining fome weeks in the prisin o
. was: removed to tale his trinl in the
cotirts of Paris, whithes the 3arguis de Montalt
followed to prosecute the gharge. Madanie de
1n Blotte necompaniod hor hushand to the prisen
of the Chatelet, Hismind sunk under the weizht
of hiis misfortunes, nor eould all the efforts of Lijs
wife rouse i from the torpidity of despair
which o consideration of his cirounistaneces occas
gioned. Shoukl he even be neguitted of the
charre. brought nzainst him by the Margnis
(which was very unlikely), he was new in the
geette of his former urimes; antl the mement that
should liberate him from the walls of hid prizem,
would prokally deliver him again fnte the hands:
of offended justice i
Th‘fesn:aecuhnn of the Marquis was tod well
founded, and its obiect of a nature too serious,
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not to justify the tervor of La Modte. Spon niter
$hio Intter hiad seitled at the abbey of Sk Clidr,
the smoatl.stock of wmoney which thoe emergency
of Tiis wirenmstanees hind ol him hmﬁlmnrly.m-
hanated, lis ind beeame corrodad with themost
crupl aRRidty couceriing {he means of his future
Liigtence, Aslewidont eveningridis alono
i o romote ot of the forest, musing on e
tressed eireumstances, and meditating plans o
roliove theexigencies which he snw approaching,
he perecived gmon gl trocs, ab oo distance, o
ehovalior on horsebacls, whio was ridiig deliber-
ptely along, end seemod wiolly mnattended, A
thought darted nevoss the mind of Ln Motte, timt
Tie tright be spared the ovils which threatened
him, by ro‘.;lainpii {hisetranger, Iig fovmer prac-
tices hnd pessed 1he boundary of hepesty—Linud
wois in pome degree familing to him—and the
thotight wos ot digmisaed. Ho hesitated—
every moment of hesitation incrensed the poywer
‘of tempinticn—the np'rurtunily g eech s mght
siever oecur sgain, e Jogked round, and as far
as the trecs opentd B G PEIS6N uuf the chev-
plior;who seomed by Lis pir to be o nian of distine-
tinn.  Stammeningall his Wﬂmﬁ;‘ La Motte yodo
forwavd il nttadioed i, The I'r:rquis Do Men-
talt, for it s lie, wos weinmed, but lceowing thob
iz nitendamts wern ot for off, i refused to
;J_ril.]a. Wi ie ey wera atropglme {ov Tivtory
. Matte sav several hosoien oater the extres
mity of the ayonut, amil ventdersd desparaie by
urpumimz and celay, e drow from his pocket o
E:‘»Lul (wlhiel an apprelension of banditti minde
i nanally. earry when L rode to o distanco
from tha abhery tnd fired ot the Merquois, who
sinypired, ool fell senseliss to the ground.  La
flotte B time to steal frem lis conta Lrilliant
shiir; seme dinmond vings frou his Bogers, and to
vifid iz poelots, before s aitendants came up.
Instend of prrening the rolibo, they all, 3w their
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confusion, flew to assist their lord, and La Motte

He stopped before he reached the albey ot a
little rain, the tenb formerly mentioned, 1o ex-
amine his booty. Tt eonsisted of n pu con=
taiming soventy lonis-d'ers; of o dinmond atar,
thivee rings. of groat valoe, ond o niiniature sot
with brillinnts, of the Marquis himgelf, whicl
e had intended o5 o present for his favoorite
mistress. To La Motle, who bt 'a few hours
before had seon himself nesrly desiitute, the
view of thig treasture excited an almost ungovern-
able transports but it was soon cheeked, whon
he n;m_emhﬂmi the means he had employed to
obtain it, aed thet he kad paid for the wealth his
tontemplated the price of blood. Naterally vio-
lent i his passions, this reflection sunlk him from
tiesummit of exnlistion to the abyss of despond-
euey.  He considerved Iimsell o murderer, and,
startled as one awakened from o deéam, would
heve given half the world, had it been Lis, to
hive boen % poor, and comparntively ns guilt-
less, s few preceding hours had seen bim,  On
examining the portinit, he discovered the resem-
blaunce, and believinyg that his hand hed depiived
the orviginnl of life, he mzed 'Ll;lmll the picture
with unuttorable anguish. To the horrorsiof ro-
morse suecorded the perplexities of fear. Appre-
hensive of I lorew nok what, he lingered at the
tomly, where le ot length deposited Tiie Lreamire,
Bolicving, that if hizotffence shopll swaken jug-
tice; the abhoy might be searched, mind tlwse
jewels Detray himn  From Madame La Motle it
was casy to conceal his increasp of weaitly; fory
ns e hid never made her acquainted with the
exact stinto of Libs Anduees, she il:u] TEL suspecied
the extrente poverty which fmengeed himg; znd
s they eontinued to live as ustal, she belinyved
that their expenses were deawn frony the' wainl
a-nmll}\'. But it was not go easy to dizmibse the
workings of remorge apd horrers his monner he-
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ecam2 gloomy and reserved, and his freguent
visits to the tomb, where he went partly to ex-
amine his tregsure, bt chicfly to indulgein tho
dreadful pleasure of mmemplnli;:i,- the picture of
the Marguis, exeited curiosity. In the solitude
of the forest, where no variety of ohjeots occur-
reid to removate his ideas, the homble one of
hoving committed murder wis ever present Lo
him. When the Marquis arrived at the abbey,
the astonishment and terror of La Motte (for nt
first he searce knew whether ko boheld the sl
dow or the substance of a human form) wero
vickly sueceeded by avprehenzion of the pun-
ighmont due to the erime -he had really eommnit-
tod, When his distress bad prevniled on the
Marquis to retive, he informed lnm that he wasl
hirth a ehevalier: he them touched wpon suc
parta of his wisfortunes as he thoeght would ex-
gite pity, expressed guch abherrence of his guilt,
and velumtarily nttered such o solemn promise of
returning the jowels he had yet in hispossession,
(for he had veatured to dispose only of a =mall
paart}, that the Mavquis at fength listened to him
with =ome degree of compassion.  This favour-
able gentiment, seconded by'a selfish motive, in-
duced the E-Im'?l:ix to comipromise with La Motte.
OFf quick and imfammable passions, he had ob-
gorved the beputy of Adeline with an eye of po
common regard, and he realved to spare the life
of La Mette upon no other conditien than tho
saerifice of this unfortunnte givl. Lo Motte hodd
nelther vesolution or virtue sufficient to refect
the terme—the jewpls were regtored. and he con-
sonted (o betray the lnnocent Adeline. Dt ns
he was too well acquainted with ler heart to be-
lieve that -she would easily be swon to the pras-
tice of vice, and as ho still felt o degree of pity
and tendernsss for her, he endénvourad to pre-
wmil on the Marquis to forbear precipitate mea-
sures, nnd to attempt %mdu:ll'ij' to undermine
her prineiplés by seduecing lier affoctions. He
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approved and sdopted this plan: the failure of
first sclieme tdeed hin to enploy the stra-
tagems Do aftorwards’ prrsued, snd thos to tanls
tiply the minfortunes-ol Adeling, B
Snel wers the civeymetanees which had brought
La Motte to his present deplorablo situntion, The
dnrf; of was now gone, and he was:led from
prison into the court, where the Marquis eppenr-
oil a8 lis aecnser. When the oh was e
liversd, La 2Moftte, ns is usunl, plended -Not
Guilty, nnd the Advoeate Nemours, whe liad uo-
dertalon to %PIN"I for him, afterwards enden-
voured to make it appear that the nectsation, on
thie part of the Marguis dé Montolt, was falso
pod mabcious. To this porpose he mentioned
the cireumstanes of the Intter Laving attempbad
to persunde his slient (o the murder of Adelines
hie farther urged that the :s,lmilulu had lived in
binkits of intimaey with La 3Motte fop saveral
months mmedintely. preceding his arrest, snd
that it was ot till e had disnppointed the, de-
signs of his Becuser, Ly conveying beyond iy
reseh the unlwwy altject of his vengeanes, that
the Mnarquis hed thought proper to chbrge La
Motte with the erime for which Do stoed indjet-
od, Nemours urged the improbability of one
man's keeping up o friendly intercoure with
onother from whom he had saffered the denbla
injnry 6l pasanlt and yebbery: yot it woscoriain:
thit the Mapquis ind olservod o frequont inter-
conrsa with Jo Mlotte; Tor seme montky following
the thoo miecifled T the commission of the
cenmie, I the Marguis intended {0 proseciile,
why vwas it not immediately after his discovery
of Motte? aud il ust then, what had in-
fusneed him bo prosecote ot so distant o peried?
To this nothing wea replied on the part of the
Marguis; for na his conduct on H:.'t:xgqin; bl
been sulmervient to his: desigus on Adeling, he
eenld not iius‘.if:.' it bt by oxposing scheomes
whicli wonld Letray the darknéss of Lis chavac-
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fors anil invdlidale his canse.  He therofore cou-
tented  himeell with Ermﬁuciu_g eovernl of hig
Scyants us wiltisses of the assoult and valihery,
Who swore without gereplo to the person of Lo

Lotte, though. not-ons of thom hivl ssen kim
otherwizo thoe threugh the plosn of eveing,
anc aiding off at full spéed, Oa o eroes e¥aming.
tion most of them contrndicting eneh othier, thcir
evidesre wis of conrse rejocied: Lnrp, pe (e

Larquis Lad yob tvo other wiineses to produce,
whese arivalat Pavis hod heen hourly expoctod,
tho event of the trial was pesipesed, ond the
ediirt adjonrned,

L Alotte wis re-cendnetod to lis prison mnder
tho same presstice of despondency with wlifel

Lind quitted it.. A8 he walked throuzsh ong of
the gvenes, lio prssed & tiah who stood L b
ot B procesd, and wlio resarded Tim with o
PRed nudd garmzot exs, Lo Matte (haeshic he Lind
geen him Lefore; bat the imperfect visw he
caupht of Lis features through the duskiness of
he ploge, made lim nheerisin ns to thiz, aod his
i wig i too perburied @ sfote to suilse b
o feel i interert on thesniject., Wlhen ko wag
pond, the straier duguired of the keeperof the
risan who Lo Motte wist on beink told, and ve-
Beiving nnsters to some Mrilier questions he put,
e desived he micht Do admizted to sponb with
fiim. The reqiest, o5 tie unn was ouly o debtor,
1 granfied s Lk s thie dobes wees v shut for
e night, the Dtervivw wes deforred il tho
o,

La Molte faund Madame i Lis room, where
Sl heil bapn walting Torsome Tionre te loar ile
peont of thetrinl. Thiey oow wished more onrs
Hestly Uhn ever tosce their son; Lut thoy wern
Lo Diad suspected, iznovaunt of iz chioge o
nnrters, owing te the deftors whicl he bod ns
sunl ESEMIDE?IU e, under i gssumed name,
cauining ot the post-house of Aubgine, Flis

3



yesidenee, anid e fhad thus continued orant
of Lis father's isfartunes and removal. Madame
La Matte, surprised nt roceiving o AnsWEr to
Lot lotters, sent off auother, containing an ace.
cqunt, of the trial, ns far os it Tind proceeded, and
o reguest that hor son woild obtain leeve of ab-2
gonee, and sotout for Paris jnstantly. As slie:
wis =il ignorant of the failure of Tier letters,
sl had it been atherwise, wold nob have
Yenown whithel: to have sent thew, she directed’
them as uswal.

Meanwhite hig epproaching fate w3 never abs
sont for @ moement from the mind of La Mott
which, faeble by nature, and still more enervitec
by habits of indulgence, yofused to support himy
at thie droadinl period. :

While these scenes Wepe passing nt, Parig,
Luc arrived. there without any pceident, aft
performing o journey, during which le ha
supparted almost entirely by the spirit of his
vesolution. IHe hastened to thiow himself at t
oot of the sovereizn and sich wis the excess O
his fecling on prosenting fhe poetition which w
1o decide the fate of his son, that o could onl
Yool silently up, and then fun tad. The King
coival the paper, and giving orders for &
unhinppy fther to be tnlen eare of, pas
Hio was earzied hack to his hotel, where he woi
od the ovent of thig, his finai off; Ao

Adeling, meanwhile, continued at Vacean in
state of aumisty loo E”_Clﬁ'ﬂ‘l'fllll for her long-agi
ted frame; and the illncss in oS nemee of
eonfined  hey almost wholly to her cham
Sametimes she ventured to flatter herself wi
3 hope that the jourey of Le Lue wonlid he
eessful: hut these short and illusive mtervals
cotfort seemed only to hieighten by pontrast ¢
despondency thit suceeeded, and in the nlte
nate extrentes of fecting she expericnoed a st
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niote torturing than that produced either by the
sharp sting of unexpected calamity, or the sullen
pain of settled despair.

When ghe was well enougl, she came down to
the parfour fo converse with Louis, who hrought
lher fréguent accounts of Theddore, and who
passad every mement le eould enateh from the
dnty of hiz profession in endeavoenrs to suppork
and conggle his afficted friends,  Adeline and

Iieodore Doth looked to him for the little com-
fort allotted them, for he brouzht them intelli-

geneo of ench other; and whenever he appear
a tratsient melancholy kind of pleasure ploy e
rommd their learts, He could not conceal from
Theodrre Adeline’s indispesition, Sinee it wag
- negessary. Lo decount for her not indelging the
earnest wish ho repeatedly expresed to see hey
again.  To Adeline he spoke chiefly of the forti=
tude nnd resignation of his friend, not however
forgetiing to mention the tender affectivn he
eonstantly expressed for her. Accusiomed to
‘dorive hor sole consolation from the prosence
of Louig, and lo observe his unwearied friend-
glip towards him whoem she s0 truly loved, she
Sound her esteen for Lim ripen into gratitude,
ol e yegardd dniti.- inerense,

The fortitude with which he had gaid Theodore
anpported his enlamitios wis sommewhot exagmers
rated. He conld not sufficiently fm'ﬁ those ties
which Lound him to lifé, to mees his fate with
firmness; but thongh the pare: g of grief
werpe aoute and freguent, he squ;;hg and often at-
tained, in the presenee of hiz friends, a manly
mxamaum. Proo the event of bis father's jour-
ey e Boped Jittle, yet that little was snffieient
to keep s mind in the torture of suspense till
the'izsne shonld appear.

On the dzy preceding thot fixed for the exeen-
tiom' of the sentones, Lo Loe resched Vacenn,
Adeling wos at e ehamber window when the
eartiage drow up to thisiun; shesaw lim alight,
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and with I'|.-e3.:1v.s£eills,- sapporied hy Peter, enter
il ligrse,  From (e anguor-of hisair shic draw
no fveeables oimen, ond;, almost sinking under
the violence of Der emation, she went to meet
Initn.  Clarn was nlrepdy “‘iEh her father wiren
Adaling pnfered the reom.  Sheapprozeked him,
Tt dleeading to receive from lis lips & condie:
matien of the misfortine his countennnce scomed
to indieats, slie fooked expressively ot hio, and
=t doven, unable te n|l-e:1]: the anestion ghe would

ave nehed,  Heheld ont his hand to her in sis
e, ganls oede in b clmir, nod seemed to ba
faimtingr nuder sppression of heart, His manner
confiriteil all her fears; ot this dreadiul convic-
tian lerseuntes filed her, nnd she sat motionless
rd stapisied. )

La Lup and Clara were too mneh oecupied by
1heir oven distrers to ohserve I rsituation; aftor
somie (e she Dreathed a Degvy sigh, and burst
into- tonrs.  Helieved Ly weoping, her spirvity
pndnally returned, and she ot :-Eigt!: said'to La
Liwe, ¥ It is nonecessary, Siv, to asle the event ‘of
sonrjomney; vet, when yon ein bear to men=
tion thesnhiect, 1 wish— ;

Lo Lue wived his hanf—** Alag™ snid he, 1
hiave notldng to tell but what vou aiready guess
ton well, A poor Theodarel™—Iis voice was
comvilesl with sovvow, funl some fmoments of
unulteralle nnmish followed, )

Adcline was the fivst who recoversd sufficient
recollection to notiee {he exiveme lnpouor of Ln
Lue, nod attend to kissapport,  She ordeied him
relrishunents, and entiented be would retire to
hig bed, and suffer Ler to send for a Irll{adiu‘l,
adiing, that the fatigne he had suffered pmde
repose absolutely necpssary, % Wonld that I
caould find it; my den- ehild," said hey *it is nob
in this world thiat T must Jook for 3t, Lub i a bet-
ter, aod thnt Bettor, I trast, Toshpll soon attain,
Tiat whers is our good friend Lowis Lo Matied
He ‘must leed me fo my son"—Griel sgain ju-
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farepted his diterance, and the catranceof
Lonis waa \'ﬁ:'ﬂismmml:!o vofief {o them all.
Their tears expiniged the guestion be weild
Inve-psked; Ln Lue uutno;{m:elf' {ncuirod for
Tiis som, anid thanking Louls Torall his Rindness
to him, desired to bhe conducted to the prison.
Louwis endeavonrsd to persnnde Lm to defer his
vizit till the moming, and Adeline and Clora
joined their entreaties with lis; but La Lue haid
determined Yo po that uight. © {1is time is short,”
Endd hey “n four Jiours, ond I shall 2ee him no
more, ab lehst in thiz world; let me not neglect
these procious moments. Adeline! I mnd pro-
wised mwy poor boy thet he should sea you onee
Imore; you ae tot now equal to the meeting—1
will try (o reconcile lim to the dissppointment;
but i 1 fil, aod you ave befter in Lhe morning,
I know you will exert yourself to sustabi the in-
terview,"—Adeling looked  impatient, and at-
tempted to spesi. Lo Lué mose to depart, Tt
coulil only reéach the deor of the FO0i, where,
fuint and feelle, ho sat down ina chair, =1 must
submit to necessity,™ said hey I findd T ot not
sbletogo favthier to-night.  Goto him, Lo Motee;
nud ol im 1 am somewhat disovdered by miy
Journey, but thet I will be with Iim envly in tho
moniing, Do not Aatter him with a hiope: pro-
pare him for the worst,"——There was 4 panse
of siletiep: La Lieat lauﬁtl: recovering mself;
desired Clara swould order lis bed to be ot
ready; and she willingly oboyed, When hawith-
drow, Adeline told Louis, what was indeed un-
necossary, the évent of La Lur’z journey; “ 1
own," pontinued she, * that I had sometimes snf=
fered myeelf to hope, and 1 now fecl this ealami-
'If' with doulile force. 1 fesr, too, that AL Ln

e will ‘sink under ifs pressure; he i= much
altered for the woree sinee: he st out for Pavis,
Tell me vour opinion sincevely.” '

The elange was sa obvions, that- Lowis eould
net deny it but he endeavenred to goothe her
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apprehension, by ascribing this alteration, in o
great mensure, Lo the temporary fat of tra-
velling, Adeling declared her resalution of ac-
companying Lo Luc to take leave of Theodore in
the morning, “ I know not how 1 shall support
the interview,” snid she; “Dut (o see him once
more 15 & duty I owe both to him and myself,
The remembrance of having neglected to give
him this last proof of affection, would pursue me
with incessant remorse”” : i
After some farther conversation on this subject,

Lowis withdrew to the pri.uani ritminating on the
i

best means of imparting to his fiiend the fatal
intellizence ho had to communicate,  Theodors
received it with more composure thon hie had
expected: but he asked with impatience, why he
didl not see his father and Adelives and on being

informed that indispesition withheld theu, his

imagination seized on the worst possibility, and
suggested that hiv father was dend. 1t wad n
conziderable tinie before Lowis conll convinee
him of the contrary, ond that Adeline was not
dengerously ill; when, however, e wab assured
it ho ghonld see theny in the mormning, he le-
cxme more tranguil.  He desived his friead wonld
not leave him thot night, * These are the last
Twoitrs we cat poss togethor,” added he: *1 enn-
not sleep!  Stay with meand lichten these heavy
moments. 1 have need of comnfort, Louie, Youn:
ag- 1 am, and held by such etrong attnelimonts,
cannot guit the world with resigniation. 1 know
not how to eredit those stories we hear of philo-
sophic fortitude: wisdom connot teach us cheer-
to resign o good—and life in my eircum-
stances js surely sueh!™
The night was pagzed in embarrassod conver-
sation ) sometinies interrupted by long fiis of &i-
lenge, and sometimes by the paroxysms of des-
iy nod the morning of (hat duy which was to
ead Flesdore toodenth, ot length dawwed through
the prates of big prizon,
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La Lue meanwhile passed s sleeploss and
dreadful wight, He proyed for fortitude amd
vesignation both for Limself and. Theodore; but
the pangs of nature wers powerfir]l in his heart
and not tobesbined, Theidea of his lomented
wife, and of what she wonld hive sufisred, had
ghe lived to witiess the ignominious deatly which
awaited her son, frequently occnrred to Dim,

It seemed na i o desting hed hung over the
life of Theodore, for it is probable that the king

' might have granted the petition of the unhappy

fatler, had it ot happened that the Marquis de
Montalt was present at court when the paper
was present The appearance and sing
distress of the petitioner Fad interested the mo-
nurch, and, instead of putting by the paper, he
apened it As e threw his eyes avor it, abeory-
inz that the crimdnal wps of the Mavois de-
Montalt’s regiment, he turued te him, and in-
quired the nature of the offence for which the
culprit was about to suffer. The answer was
suel ns might hnve been expeeted from the Mar-
quis, and the king was eonvinesd that Theodore
was fot i proper ohject of mevey.

But to return to La Lue, who was ealled, ag-
eording to his ander, &t n very carly hour, Ve
ing passed some thoe in proyer, he went down
to tﬂc parlour, where Imws.dgumchml to the mo-
ment; already waited to codduet him to the pri-
son, He appenred caln and collected; Tmt his
ecountenance was impressad with a fixed despair
that sensibly affected his young friend. While
they wuil for Adeline e spoke Jittle, aund
Becied struggling to attwin the fortitude neces-
gary to support Lim throngh the approaching
eene,. Adeline notappearing, ho nt fongth sent
to hasten her, aaid was told she hod bevn i1l but
was recovering. She had, indeed, pased nonight
of such ﬂﬁ’“:l!ion. thet her froome Il sunk under
ity and. she ‘wes vow endoavouring Lo resover
strengil and composuve suthieient (o sustain her
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i this dreadful liow,  Every miomenk that
Yromght her venrer fo it had incrensed her emo-
tiom, ond the npfw'e!!e'l.'e‘:-wh ol Being El-rewen{ced
socing Theedove had alone enabled hey (o struesle
agninst the united presswrg of loess and grief.”
She now, with Clova, joined La Lue, who ad-
vanced s they entered the room, and topk a
Nand of cach in silence, Afier some momenis
proposad. to go, and they stepped into a emringe
which conveyed them to the gates-of the prison,
The. erowd had already Begun to assenible there,
awl A confused smomu argss o5 the cariage
meved forward; it vos 8 prievous sight to the
friends of Theodore, Louis ;.up:]mrl Adeling
when she alighted ; she was seavcely able towalk,
and with lr\émh‘[iuig stops she followed Lo Liugy
whem the leeper led towards that part of the
piisom where Liis eon wos confined. 1t was nopw
wizht o'eleek; the reatence was neb to be exe-
cuted til twelve, But nogumnd of soldisvs wis
alvendy placed in the eonet, and a5 this unhappy
party ppssed along the malrew avenues, they
waro Tt by several offfoors who had been to
folienlast Buvewell of Théodope. Asthey ascended
o sfzive that led to his apartment, Lo Lue's oar
canghit the clink of chnins, and héard him wall-
igabove with o quiel, iregulay slep,  The un-
happy father, overpomo Ty the moment which
now wessed upon him, stapped, and vwas obliged!
to str{llhurt binmelChy tho bauister,  Lovis, feais
ine that the congequence of his gHel might be
futal, ehattered as hisfinine already was, would
ll._l:wu fong for Assistnnee, But e made nsizn to
him e stny. " T am better,” safd Lo Lneg® 0
fod! pumport me through this hour!™ and in o !
ferr mimates he wos able to proeesd, -
As the warder unloelied the dogr, ihe harsh
gratings of the kiy chocked Adaling bt in the -
et woment she was in- the Jwesenee of Theas |
dore, whe synrong lo-mest e, nod onyghe hee fn
g o Defore £he sl to the gromid, Ay hor

|
i
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hiead roelined en hid shoulder, ke neain viewed
that comutennnce o dear to him, which' had =o
often lightéd vapture in his heert, and which,
though Hzt.ln il inanimate 88 o1l noWw was,
pwakened him to momentary delight.  When
et length she nnelosed her eyes, shie fxed them
it long snd monrnful gaze wpon Theodare, who
pressing Lioe to his heart could answer oy only
with w-smile of mingled tondernesy pd despair;
the temrs he endepvoured Lo restrain trembled in
Tiis.eyes, aud he forgot for atime every thing but
Adelina,  La Lue, who hud seated himself ot the
foot of the bed, geemed nweonscious of whot
arond Lim, and entively absorted fo Jus
own grief; but Clyo, as ghe olasped the hand of
her brother, ol hmog weeping on his arm, ex-
ressed aloud all the anguish of her heart, nnd at
engih recalled the attestion of Adelibe, whe, in
& voice scarcely andible, entreated =lo would
spare her father. Her words roused heodore,
end. supporcting Adeline to £ chair, e turned to
Lo Lue; % My dear elilid?” said La Luc, grasp-
iﬁqr liia hand, and bursting into tenrs, ® .ﬁy denr
elaldi'™ They wept togéther,  After o Jong inter-
vl of silenes, he said, * 1 thought T eontd have
sipported this hour, 'IJi:It, 1 nm old sod feeble.
God krows my efforts Tot resfgoation, my fuith i
i i:nadn-:»sg',"

' Theotdore, by o strong sud sndden exertion az-
gumed g pomposed nud fiim countenanee, and on-
deavoured, by every gentle arpument, to spotho
and comfort his. weeping friends La Luc ot
lIenzth seented to conquer his sofforings: drying
his eyes, lie said, " My som, 1 ought to loveset
Fou i hetter exomple, and practised the }iljmmpta
of fortitmle I have o often given you. Dut it i
over; I knaw, and will perform, my dety. Ade-
ling breathod I1t.'-‘u'i' sighy el contlvued ta
weep. ® Pe comforied, my love, wo nart but for
A time™ gnid 'Theofore, ns he kisted the toprs
from her chesli; nnd uniting her band with that
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of his father, Lie cavnestly ve¢commended her fo
his protection. ** Receive her,” addedihe, *as
the most precions legacy Iean bequeath; consider
her ns your child,  She will console you when 1
mn gone, she will move than supply the loes of
your son.’ ) . i '

La Lue assured him that he did now, and
sheld continne, to regard Adeline as his daugli-
ter,  During tftﬁe offlicting hours he en
vourgd to dissipute the terrers of aproaching
fleath by inspiring his son with relipions confi-
dence. His conversation woe plous, rational,
and eonsolatory: he spoke not from the colid die-
tates of the head, but Trom the féelings of a heart
which had longz loved and mactised the pure
cepts of Christianity, and which now drew fiom
them a comfort, such 23 nothing carthly could
Liestow,

WYou are young, my gon,” said e, “and are
web innocent of any great 103 you may, there-
ore, look an death without tervor, for to the
;l_-uilt;r anly 5= ite appronch dreadfol 1 feel that

shill not long survive Ts-rm, and 1 trust in g
mereiful God, that we shall meet in a siate, where
sorToW Hever comios: where the Sun of Mightcoiis
siess shall #ise with healiug in Jis winig!” A be
zpolie he looked wps the tears =till frembled in
his oves, which heomed witl meek yet fervent
devotion, and lis countenance glowed with the
dipnity of o superior being,

“ Lot nanot naﬁlz:ci these awiul moments,* aid
La Lue, yisings * lot our united prayers ascend to
Him wha nlone can comfort and support s
They atl koclt down, and ha prayed with that
simple and sublime eloguence which true piot
inspires.  When D rose lie embraced his chil-
dren separntely, and witen hg came to Theodore,
e pansed, gozed upon him with an ewrnest,
motininl expression, sud was for some time nie
able to speak. Theodare could not Lear thiss ho
drow Lis hand before bis eyes, and vainly enden-
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vourad to stifle the deep sobs which convilsed Lig
frame. At length recovering iy vpice, heons-
treated bis futher woulld lesve hint  * Tlis mi-
sory s too much for us ally” said b, @ lot us not
pm{mg it. . Tho time is now deawing on—7Ileava
me to composa myself, The shorpuess of deatlt
eonsists in parting with thosewho are dear to us;
when that is passed, death is disariped.”

1 will not leave you, my son,” replied La
Lue, *my poor girls shall po, but for me, L will
be with vou in your last moments® Theodora
folt that this would be too much for them both
and nrged every argument which reason could
sugrest to prevail with his father to velingnisl
his d . Hut he remained drm in his determi-
nation, * 1 will not suifer posellish considey-
ation of the pain I may endure,” safd La Lue;
“to tempt ine to desert miy clild when he will
most require my support. It i3 my duty to
attend you, and nothing shall withibold me”

Theodare seized on the words of La Lue—" Ag

ou wanld that Lshonld be supparcted in my Inst
g.aur,”a_uid he, * I entreat thint youwill not he wit-
ness of it,  Your presence, my dear father, wonld
subdue all my fortitude—would destroy what lit-
tle composure 1 may otherwise be able to atiain,
Add not to my sufterings the view of your idis-

o, bt Teove me to forget, if possible, the deay
pacent I must quit for ever.,” His tears flowed
anew, Lo Luc contimisd to gnxe on him in silent
agouy: ot length he said, * Well, be it go. IT,
indeod, my presence would distress you, I will
ro.” iz veice was broken and Interrapted.

er nopanse of some moments, he agnin em-
bepped Theodore—" Wo must part,” “suid he,
* o et part, but it is soly for atime—we shall
goon he re-nnited in o higher worldi——0 Ged)
thou seest my heart—thon seest all its feclings in
this bitter hone!"  Griel aznin overcame Tin.
lie pressed Theodore in his arme; and at Tensth,
geeming to gammon all iz fortitude, he agmn



364 INE MAMANCE 0P THE FOREST.

said, ¥ We pne i||.‘|.rl.—1:']i! niy son, frewell for
everin this worlid ' —The mevey of Almighty God
supprork and Lless yon™
ie bwned dwny to loave the prison, ek, gquite

worn eubwith grief, sunk nto a olindr mear the
duor Tie would have spened, Theodore pueed,
with o distracted countenande, nlternately on iis
father, on Clarn, and on Adeline, whom he pressed
to Iis throbbing heart, and their tesrs flowed
togetlier. “ Aud do I then,” eried he, * for the
Task time, look upon that countenance!—Shall T
never—never more behold iH——O08 exquisite
misery!  Yeb once ngain—onee more,” continned
he, pressing her eheek—but it wois mnsonsible,
andd cold as marhle. }

Louis, who hnd Ieft the room soomafter Lo Lne
arrived, that Lis presence might- not intervupt
thigir farewell prief, now returned,  Adeline
mised lor head, and pereciving whe entered; it
agnin sunk on the bozom of Theodore. .

Lowis nppeared mueh asitated.  La Lue arose
W paninsk ooy said lie:  Adeline, oy love, exer
rotrgel f=Clarn—my ehildron, lot us depart—
‘et one lnst—lost entlrace, ond thon ™ —>DLoals
advanced, aud took his hoand: * 5y dear Sir; I
lisve something bo eay; yoi Ifenr totell it.°—
AW hint do yon menn?” said Lo Lue, with quick-
ness: Ko new mislortune ean have power to
affitct me ot this moment. Do not fearto speak ™
* 1 réjoien thet I cannot put you to the proof,”
replicd. Louis; 1 hnve seeni you sustain the
st trying allliction witl fortilude. Can you
support the transports of hopel™—La Lue pazed
eagerly o, Lotis—* Spealk,”™ soid he, in o faint
vinea, Adeling misf*:, lier Bicad, sind, trembling
Detween hopeand fear, lopked ot Louis as il she
would hove gearehed hissoul. e smiled eleer-
fully upon lier. <1 it—=01! s it possible!” she
exclaimed, suddenly re-animated—*lle lives!
He ivestP—She said no more, bt mnto Ta Lae,
whoaunk in his cheir, whife Theodore and Clava,
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witl one voics, cilled on Louis to relieve them
from the tortures of suspense,

o proceeded to inform {heny, thal e had ah-
tpined, fromk the comuiandiog officer, o respite
o Thieadore, fll the king's fidher pleasure
conld he kowng and this w epnsequenee of &
lotter veceivad thot movning frem bhis ethor,
Madame de La Motte, in wlhieh che ||]9utiuttcri
some very extinordinnry eirecomstances that hiad
gppreared in the course of &oivial Intoly condueted
at Farig, and yehich so waterinlly affoctod. the
character of the Muargnis de Montalt, nz to ven=
der it pessible o pavdo wight be ohiained for
Theodore.

Theso words darted with the rapidity of light-
ning upon the hearig of Ifs honrers, Lo Lue ve-
vived, and that prison,so Intely the sceine of des=
pair, now cchoed only to the voices of gratituda
aud gladness, Lo Lue, mising his closped Lands
to Foaven, gaid, * Graat God ! suppord ma in this
moment a8 thou hagt alvesdy sapported mel—1E
mi‘ son lives, 1 diein peace.’

Al

Ie embraced Theedore, and remembering the
wrnicgh of his last embrace, tears of thankfiness
and joy flowed to the conteast, So powerful,
indeed, was the effoct of thistemporary reprieve,
and of the lope it introdwesd, that if an absolute
ot lind Geow obtained, it conld seavcely, for

the moment, have diffuzed a more lively joy.
Bat when tle first emotions were subsided, the
uneertainty l}f_ Theodore’s fate once niove ap-
Eared. Adeling forbore to expross her sense of
is, bt Clarn, withont scruple, Tamented the
{_gmhlli!ythnl her brether wishe yot be talien
i thent, end all their joy be turned to sordow,

A lookc from Adeline cheeked lier. Joy was,
Bowoyer, 50 much thepredominant feeling of the
present moment, that the zhbads which refleclion
threw upon their hopes Eniasul wway like the
cloud Wt 35 dispelied by the strepgtl of thesuns
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beam; ‘nnd Louis alone was pensive ond ab-
stracted.

When they were sufficientiy co , he in-
formed them that the eontents of Midama de In
Motte's letter obliced him to set out for Pavis
immediately; and that the intelligence he had to
comimunicate intimately concerned Adeling, who
would wndenbtedly jndoe it nﬂ:msma' to po
thither also 25 saon o5 her health would permit,
He then r]md:talllbs inipatient suditors such pas-

sages in the letter, as were necessary to in
his meanings but " Madame do ki Mnﬁ?haﬂ
omitted {o mention some cirenmstances: of im-
portamce to be understood, the following is n
relation of the occwrences that had lately hap-
pened st Paris. )

It yoay be romembered, that on the first day
of his trial, Lo Motte, in paceing from the courts
to his prison, saw w person, whose fentures,
thouzl imperfectly seeh through the dusk, he
thought he reeollectod; and that' this same per-
son, after inguiving the name of La Motte, de-
el to be adnttted to him. On the follo\t'inﬁ
day the warder complied with his request, an
the surprise of Lo Motte moy be imarined, when,
in the stronger light of bis apartment, he distin-

uizhied the countentmes of the mon from whose -

hands he hiad formerly received Adeline,

O obeerving Madame de ln Motte in the room,
Iie snid he had something of consequence to im-
part, and desived to be left alone with the pri-
pover.  When she was zone, e told De Ja Motte
that be understood he wag confined at the suit of
the Marquis de Mountalt.  La Motte asented.—
“1 know ham for n villainl™ enid the stranger
Baldly~—" Your case is desperake. Do you
for lifet™—* Need the question be agkodf’!

S Your trind, T understand, proceads to-morrow,
Tam now under confinenent in this place for
dehits tut if yon can obtain leave for me togo
with you info the sourts, and o condition from
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the judge, that what I réveal:shall not ¢riminate
myself, Twill make discoveries that shall con-
founid thet snme Marquiz: T will prove him n
villaing and it shall tlon bo Judged how far lis
word ought to be taken against you,”

La Matte, whose intorest was now gtmaﬁir ex-
cited, dezired he would sxplain himself; pnd
the man procceded to velate n long history of
the micfortunes and consequent poverty which
lind tempied hime to hecome subservient {o tha
echemcs of the Morquis, G he snddenly cheeked
himeelf, and gpid, “ When I obtain from ihe
court the promize I reguire, I will expliin my-
aelf fmlle: till then T catmot say more on the
suljeet.”

La Motte conld mot forbear expressing o donlbt
of his sincerity, and a curiesity concerning the
mative that hiad indireed him to become the Mar-
quis's aeeuser, ¥ Ag to my motive it 5 a very
natueal one™ replied the mom; “it is no ofsy
matier to receive fll-usage without vesenting it,
particularly from o villsin whom you linve
served,"—La Motte, for his owa sk, enden-
voured to cheele the yeliemenee with which this
wras uttered.  *1 eare not who hears me” con-
timued the stmngnr,‘ but ot the same time lo
loweorpd his voleas *1 reL]rfnt it—the Marquis
hns nsed me ill—1 have kept his seerct long
enouglt. Ha does not think itwerth while to
Eecure my silence, o he would relivve my neces-
sities. L am in prisen for debt, and have applied
to hiw for velief; sinee lio dovs not choose-to give
it, Jot him take the comspquence. 1 wnrrant he
shall spon repent that he has provoeked me, and
*tis fit he should.™

The doubts of La 3otte were now dissipated:
the prospect of life again opened u}mn him, an
he pesured D Bosse (ohieh was the simoger's
namej with muell warmtly, that he would com-
mission lis Advercate to do all in his power to
obkain Jeave for hisappossance on the toal, and
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to procure the necessary condition.  After some
favther conversation they parted.

CHAPTER XXIL

Leavee was ab longth prastod for the appear-
ance of B Dosse, with & promisa that ks worda
slioull not eviminate lim, tud ho seexnpasiod
La Motte'into eourt,

The confusion of the Marquis de Montalt, on
perooiving this man, wes obasrved by many per-
#ong pregsent, and particularly by La Motte, who
diew Trom this_ eircumetance . favomrable pre-
sneo for himsslf,

Wien Do Bogsa wasealled nFon. Lie informed
the court, that, on the uight of the twenty-first
of April, in the precéding yoar, one Jean D'Au-
noy, & mon lwe had knowi' iiny ¥ ears, eame
to iy lodging. After theoy had discoursed for
somo time cb their elirenmstances, D' Aunoy said,
Lie kuew o way by witich Du Besse might ehange
gll his poverty to viches, bt that hewenld nob
say move il fietwas certain he would be willing
to fullow it The distressed stade’in which Lu
Bos=a thon vz, made him anxious to lean the
uyeqna witieh wonld bring him ralicf; ha engoriy
inequired whiat his friend imeant, and, after some
time, D' Aunoy explained lisnsolf,  Ha said he
wnz emiployied Iy nobleman, (whont he aftor-
weurda told D Iiozee was tho Marquis-do Mone
tall), to eavry off o young girl fron o convent,
aud Lhat shie was to be token to n house & fow
leases distant fron Paris, 1 knew tho honse
he deseribed well” zail Du Bosso, #for 1 had
Beon thero amany thmes with D"Aunow, who
Iived there to aveid bis eraditors, thoush fie often
puesed hignighita gt Parde, e wonld not tall mo
mara of the seheme, but gaid he shoulil want os-
eistanty, and i 1 and iy brother, who is sinee
dead, woulldl join him, his cwployer would
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ﬁr:rz:]gu no monss, and we should Le wall pp.
warded, 1 desived him asgain te tell e more
of the plan; but e wos obstionte; aod ofter 1
kad teld him 1 would consider of what he said,
and spenl to my brother, hie went away.
“When le called the next night for his
angwer, my Urather and 1 sgroed to cogope, and
accordingly we wert home with hin, He then
told us, that the young lady o was to bring
thithor was a natural deuglitor of the Margus
de Montalt, and of a nun belenging to o convent
of Ursalizes: that his wife had recsived thp
ohild fmnedinkely on Ms birth, smd lad | besn
allowed a handsome annuity to bring it Gp 25 her
own, which she lnd dope till hor deaili. The
ehitd was-1hen pluced ju o convent, end désigned
for the veily Lot when she wes of an nge to re-
ceive the vows, she had steadily persisted in ro-
fusing  them. s eircumeiance hod g0 nnteh
expsperated the Morqguis,. thot in his ¢ he
crdered, that if she persisted in her oldtinaey,
ghe should be removed from the convent, and
‘gol. rid _of any way; since if she lived in. tne
world, her Inrth might be discovered, and, m
-consequence of this, her nother, for whom he
‘had vetq regnrd, would be condemned to eXpi-
cate hor erime by o terrible deuth.”
" Du Bosse wes intemmuptod in-his noreative by
&: counsel of the Marguiz, who eontended that
Ahie circumstaness alleged tending to eriminnte
‘his client, the proceeding was botir irrelevant
and Hllegal.  He woe answered, thot it was not
melavant, and therefore not ilfegal; for that the
cireumstances which threw lght wpon the cha-
mcter of the Marguis, afected lis ovidénce
‘against La Motte, Du Bosse was suffered to
 proceed, :
“'D.ﬁuuo}' e sahd, thid ihe Marguis: Tiad

ordeved him to despateh lier, Yt that as he b
been used to see her fl‘ﬂml;l ey infaneyy e conld
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not find in hiz heart to do it, and wrote to tell
him 0. The Marquig then commanided lim to
find thoese who would; and this was the bnsinesa
for which he wanteéd ve: My brother-and I wera
not g0 wicked as this eame tg, and o we toid
D*Aunoy; and 1 could not help ssking why the
Muquiz resolved to mwrder his:own ehild
rather than exposs ler mother to the risk o
suftering death, He said the Marquis haf never
seen his elild, and that, thevefors, it could not be
supposed he felt moeh kindness towardz i, amd
gtill less that he coull love it Letter than he
loved itz mother.”

Du Bewse prococded fo relite how much ha
and his Grother hnd endeavoured Lo soften the
heart of L' Auney towards the Marquis's daugh-
ter, and that they prevailed with lim to write
again-and plead for her, D'Auney went to Paris
to awiiit the answer, leaviug them and the young

rl at the lousge on the heath, where the former

il eonsented to remain, seemingly fG6r the pur-

dse of executing the onders they might receive,

ut really with a design’ to Save the develod
vietim from the saerifice. =

Itis probabls that Du Bosse, fu thisinstance,
gave n false necount of his motive, since, if he
really was puilty of an intention so atrecipns as
that of murder, he would naturally endeavour 1o
concenl it However this might be, he afflrmed
that; on the night of the teenty=sixth of April,
ba véeeised an order from B Aumoy for tie des
strnetion of the givl, whom he Lnd afterwands
delivered into the hands of Lo Motte. [

La Motte lstened 1o this relation inastonish-
ments when be knew that Adeline was the
daughter of the Margus, and remembeored tha
cvime to which hie had onee devoled her, lia
frame thriled with horror,  Ile now took up the:
stery, amd added an gecount of what hed yresced
it phenbiey, hetween the Margquis and Tinnsetf]
prncerniug & desigl o thie Farnir npot tha Tk

1



THE ROMANCE OF THE FOREST. 291

of Adeline; wrging, as a proof of the prezent
prosecution originating in malice, that it hed
commonced inunediately sfrer lie had efected
lier escape from the Marquis He conecluded,
however, with saying, that as the Marguis had
immediately sent his people in pursait of her, it
“wis possibile she might Imve yet fallen a vietim
to his vengeance, 3

Here the Marquis's counsel ngain interfored,
and their objections were aain over-raled by
the cowrt. The uncommon degres of einotion
which his countenance betrayed during the nar-
rationsof Du Beszoand De {x Moite, was geno-
rally observed. The court suspended the sen-
tence of the latter, ordeved that the Marguis
#hould be Tut under imncdiate avvest, and thak
Adeline, (tlie pmne givon hﬁeher foster-mother),
and Jean D'Aunoy, shiould be songht for,

The Mareguis was aceordingly seized at the
At of the erown, and put anlder confinement
(il Adeline should sppear, or proaf could L
obtaincd that she died by lis order; and till
| D Aoy shonld confirm of destroy the evideice
of Do la Motte.

Madaine, who at leagth obtained intellizence
of her son's residence from the town where e
was formeely stationed, had acquainted him
with his father’s situation, and the procecdings
of the trial; and as che belioved that Adetine, if
#ho had been o fortunnte as to eseape the Mar-
ﬂls‘s pursnit, was still in Savoy, she desired

uis wonlil ebtain leave of absence, and bring
her to Paris, whera liec immedinte presenes was
regulgite, to substantiate the evidence, snd pro-

I¥ to save the life of La Motte,

n the receipt of lier letier, which happened
on the morning appointed for the sxecution of
Theadere, Lows went immediately to the coms
mending officer, to petition for-a respite tll the
king's farthar vicasure should b keown, Iy
Snde iy plan o e Trothd o the Maiqein
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and showed the letter he had just received. Tha
commanding officer readily granted a reprieve
nand Lonis; who, on the ar val of this latter, llmf
forborie to communicate itz contents to Theo-
dore, lest it should torture hin with falze hope,
now bastened to him with this comfortable news,

CHAPTER XXIIL

0= learning the purpese of Madame de la
Motie's lotter, Adeline esw the nececsity of her
immediate departvre for Parie, The lifeof La
Motte, whe hnd more than saved her's, the 1ife,
perhayps; of her beloved Theodore, depended on
the testimony she could give. Andshe,who had
so lately been sinking under the infuefiee of illness
and despair, who could searcely raise her langnid
head, or speak but in the faintest necents, now,
re-nnimated with hope, and invigorated by 2
sense of the importance of the msiness before
her,‘;wrffarm] to perform a mpid journey of some
hundred milee

Thepdore tenderly entreated that she would so
far consider Liey health as to delay this journay
fora few d.nrta; Lt with a emile of enchanting
tenderness she assered him that she was now too
happy to be ill, nnd that the ssane cause which
wortld eonfirm her happiness would confirm her
health, 5o strong was the effect of hope upon
her mind, now that it sueceedad to (he misery of
d ir, that it overcame the shoek she suffered
on _belteving herséll a danghter of the Marguis,
and every other painful veflection. She did not
even forésee the obstacle (hal circomstaupe:
might produce to her union with Theodore,
ahiould he at lazt e permitted to live.

Tt wis settled that sha should set off for Paris
ina few hours with Louis, and attended Ly Pe-
ter, These hours wero passed by La Lug apd
kis famile in the prison.
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When the time of her doparture arrived, the
spizite of Adeline again forsook her, and the iile-
ehony of joy disnppeared. She no longer belald
Theedors as one respited from death, but took
leave of him with a mouenfel pre-sentiment that
he shiould see him no more. S0 slrongly was this
Eresnge impressed npen her mind, that it wos lopg

efore she could swniion resolution to bid him
farewell; and whein she had done so, and even
left the apartment, shie veturned to take of him s
lagt lgok. As she was gnes miore quitting the
roomt, hey melancholy imagination represented
Theodera at the place of execution, pale, and
convilsed in death; she again turned her linger-
ing ?‘H upon him, but fancy afféectid her sense,
for ehe thought as she yow gnzed, that his coun-
tenance changed, and assumed o ghastly hue.
All ey vesalution vawished, nod sueh was the
anguish of her heart, that she résolved to defer
her journey till the wmorrow, though she must by
this means lose tho ]prntwt':cm of Louis;, whoso
impatience to meet his fatliér woold not suffer
th delay. The winmph of passion, however,
was transtent; scothed by the indulgence the
promised herself, lwor grief sulsided, reason
assumied its inflienee; sho again saw the netes-
sity of her iminediate departure, and ve-collected
gufficiont resolution to submil, La Lue would
have accompanied ber for the purpose of sgain
soliciting the Lking in behalf of hisson, bed not
the extremo wenkness and lnssitude to witich he
was roduced made travelling impracticable.

At longth, Adeling, with a heavy Leart, quitted

heodore, notwithstandiog his entreativs that
sha wonld net undertnke the journey in her
present weak state, nmil was necomnpanied by
Clara 2nd La Lue to the fnn.  The forner parted
from Yer friend with many tears, and much
anxiety for e welfare, but ander o hopo of sson
mesting agsin. Should 4 pardon ha ted to
Theodere, La Luc designed to feich Adeline from



aed THE ROMANCE OF THE YOREET,

Paris; but should thiz be refused, she wasto ro-
turn with Pater. He bade her adien with a
father's kindness, which she repaid with'n 8lial
affection, ond in hey lnst wards conjured him to
nttend to the recovery of his health; the langnid
ginile he nssumed seemed to expreks that her
golicitude way wvain, and that he thought his
health past recovery. .

Thus Adeline gqnitted the fiends o justly dear
ta her, and g0 lately found, for Paris, where she
wnd a stranger, almoct withput protection, amd
compelled to meet o fither who had pursued her
with the utmost croelty, in a public court of jus-
fice.  The earriape, in leaving Vaceaw, possed b
the prison; she threw an enger look towsrds it
us che passed; its heavy black walls, and narroor-
grated windows, seemed to frown upon lier hopes
bt Thesdore wes there, and leaning from
the window, she continned to gaze upon it till an
abrupt turning in the street concealed it from hor
wiew, Bhe then sunl boek in the ewriapge, and
wielding to the melancholy of her heart, wept in
silenre;  Lonis was not disposed to interrupt it
s thoughts were anxiously employed on his
father's situation, and the travellers proceeded
many miles without exchanginga w '

At Paris, whither we shall now velurn, the
gearch after Jean D' Auwnoy was prosecuted with-
out suecess. The howse on the heath, described
by Du Bosse, was found uninhabited, and to the
ploees of hie usial resort in the uit};, where the
officers of the police awaited him, he no longer
came. It even appesred doubitful whetheér he
was living, for he had absented imself from the
houses of his customary rendezvons some time
before the trinl of La Motte; it was therefore
ceriain that his absence was not occasioned by
any thing which had passed in the conrts.

In the solitude of his confinement the Marquis
du Montalt had leisure to reflect on the past
sud 1o repent of Lis crimes; but reflection ﬂ-lld
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repenteuce formed oz yet no port of his dispoesi-
tion. He turned with impatience from recollec:
tiotia which produced only pain, and looked for
ward to the future with an cmie:m'uur to avert
the disgvace and punishment which he gaw im-
pending.  The elegance of lis manbers had so
effectually veiled the de ravity of his leart, that
he was o favonrite wiill his sovereign:-and on
tltis eircumstonce he rested his-hope of security.
e, however, severely repented that he had in
dulged the hasty sperit of revenge whieh had
arged him fo the piosceution of La Molte, and
lmietllu# unexpectadly involved him ina sfoa-
tion dapgerons—if not fatal—since, if Adeling
conld mot bo found, he would be concluded
uilby of her death. Buot-the appeavanoe of
%'Aunoy wis the circuinstance he wmost dreaded ;
and to oppose the possibility of this he employed
soerot omissaries to discover his retreat, and lo
Lribe him to his interest, These were, howaver,
=8 unsuccessful in their research as the officers of
police; and the Marguis at length began to hopo
the man was really dead, :

La Motte, meanwhile, awaited with trémbling
inpaticwes thearrival of hisson, when e should
be relioved, insome-degroo, from hiz uncertainty
concerning Adeline.  On her appearande  hy
rected his only hope of life, since the evidence
arainst hing would foge much of its validity from
the confirmation she would give of the bad cha-
racter of his prosecutor; and if the parlinment
even condemned Li Motte, the clemency of the
king might veteperate in bis Bivour,

Adeline arrived at Poaris after o fomrmey of
several days, during which she was chicfly sup-
ported by Lhe delicate attention of Louis, whom
shé pitied and revered, though she could mot
love, She wos fmmediately visited at the hotel
Ly Madame La Motter the imeoting wog affest-
imp o both sfdes, A s af bag past conduet
exchtedio thploiter ar ardacament which the
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dclicacy nnil poodness of Adeline wenld willingly
hnve spared hory but the perdon eo wag
given with so much singenty, that Madame
ﬁduu'ﬂ;' hecame  epmposed ' nud  re-pssured.

ia forgivencss, however, conld nof heve been
this ensily granted, had Adeline believed her
former eohduet wne voluntarysn convietion of
thia restraint apd terror under which Madane
lind acted alone indneed herio excose the past.
In thiz frst meeting they forbore dwelling on
partienlar suljects: Madmne La Motte g‘mpm
it ‘Adeline sliould temove from the hotel to
herlodeings nenv the Chatelet, and Adel for
whons o residence ab adpllhllﬂ liotel way very
innreepey, ghidly accepted the offer.

Mndame. there gave her n circumstantial ac-
connt of Lo Motto's situation, and concluded with
miving, that ns the sentence of her husband had
been nuspended till some cerfninty conld be obe
{nined concerning thelate criminal designs of the
Marquis, aud Adelive eould coufivn: the ehigf
part of Lo Motte's testimiony, it whs probuble
theat mow ehe was arfived, the conrt would pro-
cead inmediaiely,  She pow learnt the full ax-
tent of lier ohilightion to Lo Motte; fr ?'[m WES
till new dguorant, that when heeent her fiomthe
forget, he saved hoy from denth. Her horror of
the! }L[nnquln. wthon she could not hear to emm!»
der g3 her father, pod her gratitude to her deli-
verer, redoubled, and she Became inpatient to

ive the testimony es necessary to the hopes of

ey preservar,  Madame then said she belioved
it was nob too late to gain adinittonge that night
to the Chotelel; and as she knew how anxious]
her hushond wished to-see Adeling; shs entran
hor consent to go thither. Adeline, though muech
haeaased. awd fedened, complisd, When Lol
retirned from M. Namowes, his fsther's ndvoeate,
whom e hod hassened to informt of herarvival
they all ot out for the Chatelel. Theview of the
prisen inio which they were now admitted so for-
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eibily vecpllad to Adeline's wind the situation of
Theodare, that she with d.iﬂicuyiy supporied hoe-
gelf to the apirtment of Lo Motte. When lis
paw het & gleawn of joy pnesed sver hid counts-
nnnee; but nzain velapsing into despondency, he
looked monrnfully at her; and then at Louis, and
ﬁronued deeply.  Adeline, In whom all remem-
rases of his former eruelty waa lost in his sub-
sequent lindness; expressed Ler thankfulness for
the life e had preserved, and her anxiety to
gerve him, in warm and vepeated terms, Bt her
gratitude evidently distressed him; instead of re-
conciling him to himself, it seemed to awaken a
remembrance of the guilly desigos-he had once
-segivted, and to strilie: the fangs of conécience
deaper-in his heset.  Endesvonring lo conceal
emotions, he entored on the subject of hig
present dauger, and informed Adeline what teati-
mony would be IE_f.llliH‘d. of her on the trial,  Af-
ter above an how's ennversation with La Motte.
she returped to the lodgings of Mxdune, where;
languid and §ll, xhe withdrew to her ci'mmber.
-and tried to oblivinte her anxietied in slee
_ The Parlinment which conducted the trial re-
assembled in o few days alter the arrival of Ade-
line, and the two remaining witnesses of the Mar-
?ﬁia. on whont he now rested his couse g
Mottey uppeared.  She was led trembling into
the. cairt, where almest the first alject that met
her eves was the Muarquis de Montall, whom she
now beheld with an emotion entively new to her,
and which was strongly tinetored with horror
When Do Dosse saw her he immedintely swore
to her identity: his testimony was confirmed by
Tier mianner; for on pereeiving him she gresw ;u]e.
and o universal tremor saized oy, Jean D' An-
moy could ne where be found, and Lo Motie vas
thas deprived of an evidence which essentinlly
affeg is interest. Adetine, when called upow,
gave ler little narralive with clearnéss and pre-
ekien; and Peter, whe had conveyed her from
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the Abbey, supported the testimony she offared.
The evidence produced was sufficient to crimi-
note the Mamuis of the intention of murder, in
the minds of moest people present; bat it was nol
sutficient to affect the testimony of his two lost
1rit:aﬁﬁeaf who positively swore to the commis-
sion of the robbery, and o the persen of La
Motte, én whom sentencé of death was aceod-
ingly pronginced,  On receiving this sentence
the unhappy crimioal fainted, and (he eompis-
sion of the asssmbly, whose feelings had been
unisunlly interest in the decision, was ex-
pressed ina poneiol groau.

Their attention was Tlir:kly called to o new
object—if was Jean DI'Aunoy who now entered
the sourt. But his evidence, if it could ever in-
desd have Lheen the wenns of wnving La Motte,
cime too late. He was ve-conducted to prison;
tut Adeline, who, extremely shocked by hig sei-
tence, was much indispozed, receéived orders Lo
remiin in conr't during the examination of D'Au-
noy. This man had Bueen at length fonnd in the
prtson of o provineial town, where some of Lis
ereditors had tlown him, aod from which even
the money which the .‘-{m?ujs had remitted to
him for the purpose of satisiyving the eraving im-
yertunities of Du Bosse, had been insufiicient to

release him, Meanwhile the revenge of the lat- |

ter had been roused apainst the Marqguis by an
imaginary neglect, and the money which was de-
siznod 1o relleve his necessities was epent by
I¥Aunoy in viotous Inxury.

He was confronted with Adelive and with D
Posse, and ordered to eonfess all ke knew eon-
eerning this mysterious affair, or to und the
torture. D" Amnoy, who was ignorant how far the
suspicions concerming the Marquis extended, and
who was congcious thot his own words might
condenm him, vemnined for some tima ehsii-
nately silent; but when the guestion was sdminfi.
tercd Lis resclation gadve woy, and hie confessed

. =
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& crime of which he had aol evin been bus-

pected,

It appeared, that in the year 1842, D'Aunoy,
together with one Jaeques Martigny, and Fran.
vis Balliere, had waylaid, and seized, Henry
Marquis de Montalt, half brother to Phillipe; and
after having robbed him, and bound his servant
to a tree, necording to the orders they had re-
ceived, they convayed him to the ahbey of St.
Clair, in the distant forest of Fontanville. IHera
hie was confined for same time, till farther divee-
tiony were received from Phillipe de Montalt, the
present Marquis, who was then-on his estates in
o northern province of France. These orders
were for death, and the unfortunate Henry was
nssazsinated in his chamber, in the third week of
Lis confinement at the abbey,

On hearing this Adeline grew fainigshe re-
membered the M3 she had found, t ther with
the extraordinary circumstances that had attend-
ed the discovery; every nerve thivilled with hor-
ror, and mis.ing‘i:cr eyes she saw the countengnee
of the Mavquis overspread with the livid paleness
of guilt. She endesvoured, however, to arrest
her flesting spivits whila the man proceeded iu
his confession, )

When the murder wis perpetratod D' Auioy
had returned to his employer, who gave him the
reward agreed upon, and in afew months after
delivered into Lis hands the infant dawghter of
the lnte Marquis, whom he conveyed toa distant
part of the kingdom, where, assuming the name
of 5t. Pierre, he brought het up as his own child,
receiving from the present Marguis a consider-
able annuity for his secrecy.

Adeline, Do longer alle to strugale with the
tumult of emotions that vow roshed apon her
heart, uttered n deep sigh, and finted awaw
Bhe was earried from the court, and, when the
confusion accasioned By this circamstance snb-
sided; Jepu D'Auuoy went oo, He vélated, that
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on the death of his wife, Adeling was placed ina
convent, from whanee she was afterwards remo-
ved to another, where the Larquis had deéstined
her to recvive the vows, That Ler determined
refection of them hod oceasioned him to vesolve
upon e death, and that she had mm-ﬂin}ﬁn
beet removed Lo the housa on the leath, D An-
noy added, that by the Marguis’s order, he had
misled Dw Bosse with a false story of her birth.
Heving, after some tiwe, discovered that his com-
rades lind deesived lim concerning her death,
D Aunoy separated from them in enmity; bat
they uninimously determined to condeal o=
cape from the Jdarquis, that they might enjoy
tho recompenks of their supposed crime, Some
months s'rﬁﬁegum:t to thia period, however,
D'Auncy vegeived oo lettér from the Marguis,
charging him with the troth, and promising hin
& lorge reward if he would confess where he had

lneod Adeling. In consequence of this lotter,

e acknowledzed that she bad been given into
the hands of a stranger; Lul swhe he was, o
wwhere he lived, woas not known, %

Upon thesp depositions Ihillipe de. Montalh
was pomnniibeld to Eake his trial for the morder of
Henry, iits brother; D' Aunoy was throvwn into g
durean of the Chatelet, and Du Bosse was bound
to appear nsevidencsa. >

The feclings of the Marguis, whe, in a proze-
cution stimulated hy revenge, had thus unex-
pectedly exposad his cerimes Lo the public eye,
and betrayed himself Lo justiod, can only he ima-

ined. The passions which had t?;ﬁ'wd' him to
the commizsion of noorime =6 horrid ss that of
minrder = anil what, I peesible, heightened its
atrocity, the murder of one connected with him
by the ties of Blaad and by habits of even infan-
tine gesosintion—the paszions which had stimu-
tated Rivn bo =0 1nonstrous & deed, were ambition,
wnd {lee love of pleasure. The firet was more
smmedintely pratified by the title of his brotlier;
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the latter by the richés which would enable him
to indulie his voluptsons inclinations,

The inte Margms de Momtalt, the father of
Adeline, received from his ancestors n patrimony
wzr{ inadenuate to support the splendour of hiz
rank; but he hod morried the heivess of an illostri-
one family, whose fortpue am&rly supplied the de-
ficieney of his ovn, He Dbad the misfortuneg to
loge her, for she wis aominhle and beautiful, sson
after the birth of a dayghter; and it was then
that the present Margnis formed the diabolicat
i ‘of destroying lis brother. The contrast
of their characters provented that cordial regard
between them which their near relationshi
goemied to demand. Henry was benevalont, mild,
and contemplative. In bis heart veigned the love
of virtue; in his manners the striciness of justice
was temperad, not weakeoed, by mercy; lis
mind wus enlirged By selence, and adorned Ly
elegant litevatore. The character of Phillipe has

already delineated in his zotions; its nicer
ahades were Llemded with some shinipg tints;
but these served guly to render more shiiking by
eontrast, the peperal darkness of the portrait.
He: hoad inarried 5 [ady, who by the death of
her brother inberited considerable estates, of
which the abbey of St Clair, ond the villa on the
borders of the forest of Fontanville, were (he
chief. His passion for magnificence and dissf-
pation; howevey, zoon involved him in difficulties,
and pointed out to him the conveniency of pos-
Eeaning Iis Wrother's wenlth.  His brother and
his infant daughter only stood betireen him and
his wishes; how he removed the father has been
already reloted: why he 4id not employ the
saine menns (o secure the child, secms gomewhat
Surprising auless we adimit that a destiny hung
ovar him on thiz oecnston, and that she wie
suffered to Jive o5 an fnstrument to punish the
muordever of her parent. When n retrespect v
teken of the viclssitndes and dangers to which
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she had been exposed from her earliest infuncy,
it appears as if Lier preservalion was the effect of
something more thaw himan pelicy, and affords
a striking instance, that justice, however long
delaved, will overtake the enilty.,
While the late iwnhanpy Marquis was suifering
at the abbey, his brotlier, who te avoid suspicion
remained in the north of France, delayed the
exeeution of his horid pnpose from a timidity
uatural to o mind not vet inurad to cnormous:
itt, Before he dared to deliver his final orders,
¢ wailed to know whether the story he con-
trived to propagate of his brother’s death, would
veil hiserime [rom suspicion. Tt suceeeded hut
too well; for the servant, whose Tife liad heen
spared that he might relate the tale, naturally
enough conclnded that his lord had miiT-

dered by banditti; and the peasant, who a few

henrs after, found the servant wounded, bleed-
ing, and bound to o treo, and knew also that {his

spot was infested by robbers, s naturally beliey--

e him, and spread the ﬂ"purl aecordingly.

From this period the Marguls, to whom the
abbey of St. Clair helonged, in right of his wife,
vigited it only twice, and that st distant times,
till after an interval of several years he neci-
dentally found La Motte ite inhabitant. He re-
#lded at Paiis, and on his estate in the north, ex-
cept that once i'enr he naunlly passed a month
at his delightful villn on the bonlers of the
forest. In the busy seenes of the cowt, and in
rhe dissipations of pleasure, he tried to lose the
remembrance of lije goilts but there were times
whon the veico of conseience would be heard,
"miﬁh it wag soon again lost inthe tumult of the
warld,

It is-probable, that sn the night of his abropt
departure from the abbey, the solitary silence
and glootn of the howr, in o place which had
been the scene of Iis demer cvime, eslled up
the pemapnhpange of Wi healner “"im" a f?i‘.?;g'i;f%

2 g2l A HE} | g Ly ] Al
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powerfnl for fancy, and awakened horrors which
compelled him to quit the polinted spot, 170t
wag2o, it is however certain thal the spéctres of
goustiepes vanished with the dyrkness; for, on
the following dey, he retmued to the aliley,
thongl it muy be observed, Le never atiempted
te pass anpther wizhe there. . Dut though terror
“weas resed for notransicut moment, neither pity
or pepentance snccesded; sinee, wien the dis-
“eovery of Adeline’s birth exeited apprehonsion
for s owm life, he did not hesitate to repeat the
e, and would azaln heve stnined his sonl
“il.hf:l'l.lltlll! blood.  This dizeovery waseffietel
by menns of A geal, bearing the 1yms of her
mother's family, which wes improsied om the
pote his servani had found, nd hod delivered to
B at Caux. It miay be remembered, that hav-
Ing vend this note he was throwing it from hin
i the fury of jealonsy; but that, after examin-
Jing it agaln, It was carefully deposited. in his
pocket-hoole,  The violent apitation which a sus-
Emun of this terrible fruth cecasioned, deprived
i for o while of ail powor to aet. When lo
was well enough to write, lie despatched a letter
to D*Awnoy, the purport of which has  heen
Already mentiongd.  Frem D'Aunoy he receiv-
el thi conflrmation of lis fear.  Knpowing (hat
his life must pay the {orfeiture of his crime,
Ahould Adeline ever obinin'a knowledge of her
Birth, rmd not daring opain to coufide in the
#eerecy of & man who hnil doee decelved him, he
Jreselved, after some delibsation, ou her death.
He nomedintely gt out for the alibey, and gava
thote divections conéerming her, which terro: for
s own safoty, still wore than o desive of relain-
ing her mmee.-nuggumﬂ.
cAgthe history of the sedl which reveulpd the
birth of Adeline iz rather vemorhable, it ey
nok be amiss to mention, that it was stolen from
the Slarquis, topetlier with a gald
_gnau DAvnay: tha wateh wes ol
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bt the seal had beon kept as a pretty trinket hy
his wife, and at her death wenl with Adeline
among lier clothes to the convent,  Adeline had
earefully preserved it, becavse “it had onge he-
longed to thewotnan wliomn she helieved to have
been lier mothey.

CHAPTER XXIV.

W mow roturn to the course of the namative
and to Adeline, who was carried from the eourt
to the Todging of Madames de la Motte, Maganeg
wag; owerer, nt the Chateled with her hushand,
wi!i:rin; all the distress whick the sentence Em-
nounees nfc_minﬂ him might be supposad to intict.
The: feeble frime of Adeline, so harassad
b grief and fatigue, almost sunk under the agh-
tation which the diccovery of her Wrth excited.
o foelingson this occasion were too complex:
to be mnalvied. From aon orphan, _-s'uheiathl%on
ihe bounty of others, without family, with fow
frionds, and pursned IP o ernel and powerfal
anemny; she saw hersell suddenly transformed to
the daaghter of aniilustrions house, and the hefr-
e:g of unmengs wenlth, But she learned alsn
that hor fathior had Leen miurdered=—nurdoped
in the prime of his daye—murdered by means of
his Brother, against swhom she must now appear,
ond im punishing' the destrover of her parent,
fioam her unele to death.
When she remembered the manuseript sogin-
arly found, and considered that when she weopt
o the snfferitizs 1t described, hior tearcs had fow-
ed for thece of her fathier, "her emntion cannot
easily be ipagined.  The circoms’andts atiend-
ing the discovery of these papers no longer ap-
peared to be awork of ehanen, hut of & Power
whaose designeare great and joust. = Omy fatlier ™
ghe wonld exelaim, " your ]:Im.t wish 15 fulfifled—
the. pityiog heart you wishad might trace your
sufferings, shall avepge (han,’
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O the relurn of Madamne La Motte, Adeline
- endegvonred, oy usenl, to suppress ler owin ento-
- tions, that she might scothe the affliction of ley
friend, 5he rolated what had 1 in the
evurt after the departure of La Motte, and thes
eauged gven in the sorrowful heart of Slnglame e
momentary gleam of satisfaction, Adeling de-
termived to recover, if iu:-ssible, the mauuseript.
On inguiry she learned that La Motte, in the
confusion of his departure, had left it among
other things at the abbey.  This circumstance
muel distreesed her: the moré so, beesuse she
believed s appearance miﬁht be of importance
wn the approaching trial: she determined, low-
ever, il she should reeover her vights, te huve the
manugeript sought for. :

In the cvewing Louis joined this mewmful
party: he came imimediarely from his father,
whom he left morve tranguil than he lad been
sinea the futal sentence was pronounced.  After
o sitent and melauchely sopper lhe{ separited
for Lle night, and Adeline, iu the solitude of her
chamber, had leisore to meditate on the dis-
coveries of thizeventful day. The suiferings of
her dead father, such as she has read then re-
corded by 18 een ranud, pressed most foreibly to
ker thouzhts. The narrative had formerly so
el affected her heart, and interested her
Fimagination, that her memory mow faithfully re-
flertod erah partionlar eircinstance there dis-
clus. . Bng b Gocgie congidered that she hie
been in the very chamnber where Lier parent hid
suffered, where even his lifa had been sacrifieod,
and that slie bad probubly seen the very t]n?fgnr,
sgen ikstained with rust; the rust of blood? by
wiich he had fallen, the angnish aod herver of
her miml defiod all control

On the following day Adeline received orders
tto prenars for the prosecention of the Mavquiy de
b3 lomtale, which Wwas 1o vemiicnen 15 5o s this

Al :

y
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requisile witaesses conld be collected, f;mm:&-
these wora the Abbess of the Convent who had
received her fvom the hands of D'Aunoy: Ma-
dame La Motte, who was present when D Bosse
campeited her hushond to reccive Adsline; and
Peter, who ad not only been wilnessto this el
cumatance, but who had conveyed her from the
ahbey, that she mizht eseape the dexigns of the
Murgois, Lo Mette nod Theodore Lo Ling wWere
incapaeitated Ly the sentonce of the law from
nppesring on the brinl sy
When La Maette was informed of the ary
of Adeline’s hirth, and that her father hnd been
murdered at the abbay of 5L Clair, he instantly
remembered,: and mentionad to his wife,
skeleton e fonmd In' the stone voom leading to!
thpsnbtervanenn culls.  Neither of them doublad,
from the siteation in which it Iny, hid in-a elest’
in an ohsenie room strongly gonrded, that Ta
Motte hind seen the revmaing of the Inte Margnis,
Alndame; however, deterimined not o -shoelk
Adeline with the meution of this ciyeumstance till.
it should be pecessary to deelore it on theg trial
Asthe time of this trisl drew near, the distress:
and pgitation of Adeline fnpreassed.  Thewgh
Justice demanded fhe life of the murderer, and
thotgh the tenderness pad pity which the iden of.
her futher called forth wrpdd her to ovengs hiy
Menth, ehe conld not without horror consider her-
£p1f m the inatroment of dispensing that justico:
which would depriven fellow-being of existonca;
andd therve were times whan ghe wished thesécraf'
of hor birth hnd wever been revealed. If this
sonuibility was; in her peculint’ eireumatinces; n
wonkness, it was ab least an aminhle ooe, and ag
el deserves to be reversnees), . A
"Thie pecountz ghe roceived from Vocean of the:
health of 3. Lo Lue did notl contribyte to tran-
quillize her mipd, “The symptois described by
Liarn seempd to sy tlmt ke was in the Jast stage-
of n copgumption, und the prief of Theodore and
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bersell on this gecosion was expressed in her
lotters with the lively eloquence so vatural to
her, Adeline loved and revered La Lut for his
own worth, and for the parental tenderness he
had shown her; but he was still dearer to heras
the father of Theodore, and hier concern for his
declining siate wns not inferior to that of his
children, Tt was increased by the reflection that
she had probably bess the means of shortening.
Liis life; for she too well knew that the distress
oceasioned him by the situation in which it had.
been heimisfortupe to invelve Theodore, Lad
shattered his frnme to its present inflrmity.  The
game conse also withheld him from seeking in
the climate of Montpellier the relief he had
formerly  been taught to expect there. When
- ahe looked rewnd on the condition of her friends,
her heart was almost overwhelmed with the
prospect ; it geemed ag if she was destined to in-
volve all those most dear to her in calomity.
With respeet to La Motte, whatever were his
viees, and whatever the aies:gna in which e
had formerly engaged againet her, she forgot them
all in the service he had findlly rendered her,
and considered it to be &s much bier duty, asshe
felt it to e her inclination, to interceds in his
behalf. This, bowever, in her present situation,
she conld not do with any hopeof suceess; but it
the suit, upon which depended the re-establish-
ment of her rank, her fortune, and consequently
her influence, should be decided in her favour, she
determined to throw herself mt the king's feet,
and, when she pleaded the etuse of Theodore, ask
the life of La Motte.
A few doys preceding that of the trial, Adeline
wos informerl a stranger desired to speal with
s nnd on going to the rhom where he wis, she
nd M. Vernouil, Her constenance exprossed
both surprise and satisfoction at this unexpected
mesting, and she inquired, though with little ex-
pectation of an afivmative, if ke had heard of M.
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La Las. "1 have ceén him,” eaid M. Verneuil,
%I am just come from Vacesn. DBut I am sorry
1 cannot give you o better nccount of his health.
He is preatly sltered ginee 1 saw him befors.™

Adeline could searcely refrain from tearsat the
recollection these words revived of the ealamities
which had oceasioned this lamented change, 3L
Vernenil deliverad her a Pmket from Clara; as
he presented it he said, * Baside this introdue-
tien to your notice, 1 have a claim of & different
kind, which T am proud to assert, and whieh will,
periaps, justify the permission I ask of speaking
upoit your adairs”—Adeling howed, and M.
Vernenil, with s countenance expressive of the
niast tender solicitude, added, that he had heard
of the late proceedings of the parliament of Paris,
and of ihe discoveries that so intimately con.
parned her. “I know mot,” continued ha,
T whather 1 ought to congratulate or condole
with vou, on this trying occasion. That I sin-
carely eyinpathize in all that conctroua you, 1
hope vou will belisve, and 1 cannot deny mysell
the plessure of telling you, thit 1 am velated,
though distantly, to the late Marchioness your
:;.m!rwr:, for that she wes pour wother, 1 canoot

ot i

Adeline rose hastily and advanced towards M.
Vernenil; surprise and eatisfaction re-animated
hor featuves, " Do I indeed see a relationt™ said
she, in & sweet and tremulons voice, “gnd one
whem I ean weleoma as o friend?™  Tears treme-
bladip her ayes: and siie received AL Verneuil's
embiace o silence. . It was some time before Ler
emation wonld permit her to speak.

Ta Adeline, who from her eariiest infaney had
hean ahandgnad to sliangers, o forlomn and help-
less orphian, who had never tll lately known a
relation, and whothen found onein the person of
an inveterate engmy, to her this disgovery Wis os
delightful as was ulnx[:ecu-ﬂ. But after strug-
gling for some time with the varigus emotiony
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that 'Pmsseﬁ upon her heart, she begzed M. Ver-
newil's permission to withdraw tili she comld
recover composure, He would bave tuken leave,
but she entréated Lim uot to go, |

The ioterest which M. Veruenil took in the
congerns of La Lue, which was strengthesed by
his ingreasing re-garl] for Clma, bad drawn bim to
Yacean, where he was informed of the family and
peculiar circumstances of Adeline, Onreceiving
thiz intelligenee: he immediatelr =et out for
Paris, to offer his protection and aecistance to bis
newly-discovered relation, and to gid, if possible,
the cavse of Theadore,

Adeling in o short time returned, and conld
then bear to converse on the subject of her
family, 3L Verneuil offered ber his suppart and
aesistance if they should be found necessary.
“But I trust,”’ added ke, *to the justness of
your cause, and hope it will not require any ad-
ventitions aid. To thoese who remember the late
Marehioness, your {eftures bring suffcient evi-
dence of your birth, As o proof that my judg-
ment in this instinee ig not hisssed by prejudice,
the resemblance struek me when I was in Savoy,
thonzh 1 knew the Marchioness only h{.- ber

ortrait; and I believe I mentioned to M. La

ue, that vou ofren reminded me of & deconsed
relation. You may form some judgment of this
vourself,” added M. Verneuil, taking n minia-
tore from his pocket. * This was your pmiable
mother.”

Adeline’s countenance changed; she veceived

Abe pleture eargerly, cozed on it for a long time
in stlence, and her eyes filled with tears. It was
not the resembinice she studied, but the coun-
tenancé=—the mild and beautiful counternnen of
her parent, whose bloe eves, full of tender sweet=
ness, seemed bent upon her's, while o soft smile
played on her lips,  Adeline pressed the picture
to her's, and n&mln gnzed in silent reverie. At
length, with & deep sigh, she said, " This surely
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war iy mother. Had she but lived, O my poor
father! you had been spared.” This- reflection
$|it¢ overcame ler,and she burstinto bears, M,

ernenil did not intermupt ber grief, but took her
hind and sat by her, without ﬁpf-lﬁr.iug, til} she
becanie more compozed.  Again kissing the pic-
ture, she held it out to him with a hesitating
loole, “ No," said he, 9 it i already with its true
owner Shie thaoked him with o smile of ieffa-
ble sweetness, nnd after some conversation on
the subject of the apgmaching trial, on which
orcasion alie reguested M. Verneull would sup-
port herby his presence, he withdrew, having beg-
ged leave to repeat his visit on the Eﬂlowinu- day,

Adaling now opencd her paclet, and ssw onte
move the well-known charneters of Theodora: for
o moment she felc ws if in his presence, and tho
conseions blush overspread her cheek; with a
trembling hand slie brole the geal, and read the

tenderest nssurances nid solicitudes of his love;

she often paosed, that she might prolong the

swoet amotions which these sssurnnces swalken- |

ed: but while tears of teaderness stond trembling

on her aye-lide, the bitter recollection of lissit-

uation would return, and they foll in puguish on
I Logenn, 2 ;

He eongratulated hey, and with peculior deli-
‘eacy, on the prospects ull fife which were opening

to her; anid ever'y thing that mg;ht tend to ani-

wnate and support her, but avoided dwelling on
his own eironinatances;, cxeept by expressing his
sense of the 2eal and kindness of his commanding
oficer; and adding, that he did vol despair of
finally cbtaining a padon.

Thia hope, though but fainitly expressed, and
written evidently for the FH'TM of consoling
Adeline, dil vot entirely fail of the desired
effeet. Bhe yielded to its cuchanting influencs,
and forget for n while tho many subjects of cars
wnd nnxiety which sarronnded her. Theedore
-guid little of his father’s health: whot he did say
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was Ly no nieans so discomiging as the acconits
ol Clarn, who; Tess anxiows to conseal atvath thet
migst give pin o Adeline, oxpressed, withont
regerve, all e apprehension and concern.

CHAPTER XXV,

Tae dey of the {rin] so azccionaly awaited, nnd
oty which the fale of e many persons depended,
ablength arrived.  Adeline, nucuml.uuais-ri by M.
Yerneuil and Madame La Motre, nypesrad as
the prosécutor of the Marguis dé Moninli; and
D'Avnny, Du Basse, Louis De o Jlette, and
severnl otbher persons, ns witnesses in her onuge.
The judges weromuie of the mokt distingnished
in Franee; and the advocktes on both sides men
of eminont abilities, On a trdpl of guch impor-
tance, the conrt, dsmay be inngined, wae crowd-
ed with persors of distinetion, niul the spectecle
it presented was strikingly solemn, yet magmifi-

vont.

Whea sbie appeared befora the fribupnl, Ade-
line’s emotion surpazsed all the arts of disguize;
but gdding'lo the nalural digoity of ber air an
expresion of soft timidiey, and to her downeast
exves aogweet confusion, it rendered her an object
£i1]] move-interesting; and sheatbracted the nni-
wersal pity ond  admivstion of fhe asseinbly.
When she ventnred to rafse her eves, elie per-
celved that the Marquis was not vet in the court,
qatd while she nwaitod hia appéarince in trém-
Tiling expectation, a confusad murmuring rosé in
“a Qistant part of the Tall,  Her spirits now al-

Amrost forsoule Beys tle cortaloty of sseing imme-
Aimtely, and eoneciously, the murderer of her
father. chilled her with 'hlm'n:r: and she vons with
b i,fﬂr:u‘uy |!srmrr-.-.i from fufnting. A low sonnd
agw yan throngh the courd, and on iy of confu-
sion appeared, which was soon conmunicated to
the . lf'ﬁmr'.:ll iteelf,  Beveral of ihe menbory
Arose; gorae loft the hall; the whole pléce exhi.
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Lited a =eene of disorder, and & report at lenpth
repched Adeline that the Marguis de Montalt
wasdying. A considerable time elapsed in no-
eertainty, bat the confusion continned ; the Mar-
%yia did uot oppear; and at Adeline’s desire M.

ermeuil weut i guest of more positive infor-
mation,

He followed a evowd which was hunwing
towards the Chatelst, and with seme difficuley

ined ndmittenee into the prison; but.the por-
er ot the gate whoem le had Lribed for o pacs-
fcﬂ't, conld give him no gortain information on
he subject of his inguiry, and not Belng at
liberty to quit his post, furnished M, Vernenil
with enly o vogne direction to the Marquis's
apartment. Theconrte wepre silent and dagerted
hitt a3 he advanced, o distant ham of véices lerd
bim on, i perceiving several perzons Junning
towavds o stairease which appeared beyond the
arghwey of a long naseage, he followed thither,
and learned that the Maranis wig certainly d]r-
ing. The stairoazs was fHled with peaple: I
emtleavonred to press throuch the erowd, and
alter much strugzle and ditienlty, he reached
the door of an ante-room which communicated
with the aparimaent where the Marquis lay, and
whenge several Eersans now issued, Heve he
learned that theebiest of his inguiry was alveedy
dead, M, Veroeudl, however, pressed throu
the ante-room to the chamber, where lay the
Marguis on o bed surreunded by officers of the
lzwy and two notaries who appeared to have
heeou teling down depositions,  His countennnes
wis suifveed with n hlack and deadly hue, sud
impressad with the: horrars of death. M. Ver-
neuil turmed awny, shocked by the specticle; and
on ingqeihvy heard fhat the Murguis lind died by
podsni,

It eppeayed, that convinesd e bad nothing to
aope from his trinl, e lad taken this metliod of
avoidingan ignominious deatl, Lo the last hours
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af life; while tortured with the remembrance of
by erimie, he resolved to wnlie ¢l the stonement
that remained for him, and having swallowed the
potion, he immedintﬁ]y gent for o coufessor to
taken full eonfession of hizs guilt, and two nota-
riea; mid thus established Adeline Leyvond dis-
i:utv in the rights of her Livth; also bequenthing
er o considerable legaey,

In eonseqiience of these depositions she was
soon afrer formally acknowledged as the dangh-
ter and heireze of Henry Movguis de Montalt,
and the wich estates of Der Tather weee restored
to her, She immedintely threw herself ot the
feet of the king in behalf of Theodore and of La
Motie. The eharacter of the former, the eanse
in which he had risked his life, end the gecasion
of tho late Marquis's enmity towards. him, were
eireumstances so notorions, and o foreible, that
it was more than probable the monarch would
have Emutmi his povdon to a pleader less irrosist-
ible than wag Adeline de Montalt. Theodore La
Luc not only received an ample {»:trdnn, but in
congideration of Lis gallont conduct townrds Ade-
line, he wes soon after raised to & post of consid-
erable rank in the nrmi'.

For La Motte, who bad Gecn coudemned for
the robbers on full evidence, and who hed been
also charged with the erime which had formerly
eompelied him ta guit Paris; a pardon conld not
be obtained; but at the evmest supplication of
‘Adeline, and in consideration of the service ha
i finnlly renttered her, his Sentence wis anf
tened from death to banishment. This indul-

eace, however, would have availed him little,
ad not the neble generosity of Adeline silenved
other prosecotions that weve preparing againss
hiny, and Destowed on him a. stin more thau
sufficient fo support his family in o foreign
country. This kindness operaled 50 power-
{full:-' npon Lis heart, which hnd besn betrayed
through weskuess rather than natural deprae

——
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vity, -and awakened 5o keen a  remorse for
the injuries he had ence medifsted azainst a
henefactress g0 noble, that his former habits hy
came odisis to him, and his charactor geadualls
recovenrgd the hwe which it would probably al.
ways have worn, lind he never been exposed fo
the tempiting dissipations of Paris,

On the eve of his departure Ia Motte and his
family togl a very affecting leave of Adeline: he
left Paris for England, where it was his design to
gettle; and Lonis; who was eager to fly from her
enchantments, g84 out on the same day for hia

riment.
mf\lleiil:& remained soms time at Paris to sat-
t.e her affairs, where she was introduced by M,
V—to the few and distant relations that re-
maited of her family. Among these were th
Count and Counteks D——, and the Aons. Amand:
who Jind 50 much engared hae pity and ssteem
1t Niee. The lady, whese death le lamented,
was of the family of De Montalt; and'the resam-
tiance which he had traced betwoeen her features
and those of Adeling, her coudin, was somethip
maore than the offeet of faney. The deith of &
elder brother hind abiuptly recallid him from |
Italys but Adslive had the sitisfiction to ob-
serve, that (he heavy melancholy wibeli foroer]y
oppressed Lim, had vielded to & sort of plnecid
resignation, and that lis countenance wag often
anlivened by w transient gleam of cheerfuluess,

The Conut and Conutess Di——, whio were mueh:
intarested by her gﬁndum and beauty, invited
her to make their hotel her reésidence while she
remained af Paris

Her frst eare was fo have the remains of her
mml rémoved from the abboey of 8t Clair, and

sited in the vault of his dncestors—D" Aunoy

wag tried, condemned; and hanged, for the mu-
der. At (he placaof exeontion ho had described
the spot where the remiins of the Margnis wers
concealed, which was in the slong room alveady
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uwiegtioned, belongivg to the sbboy. M, V—
gocompnnied the offeers appointad for the seareh,
and attended the ashes of the Morquis to St
Maur, an estatein one of tha porthern proviness.
Theve they were deposiled with the solemy fu-
neral pomp hecoming his rank; Adelineattended
agelijef mourner: and ofter thislase duty paid to
the memory of her pareit, she became niore trans
quil and 1;:3911&«!. The MS. that resorded his
sufferings had been found ot the Albeéy, puid de-
livered to her by M. V—- anid she preperved
4k with the pious enthusipsin so sgerel & relie

O Mer return to Pasis, Theodore La Lue, who
was coma from Montpellier, nvaited her arrival,
The happiness of this mecling was clonded by
the secovnt Le brought of bLis futher, whoze ax-
treme danger had alone withheld him from has-
Atening, the moment he obtained his Hbeery, to
thapk Adelipe for the life she Ind presévved.
She now received him oz the friend to whom she
was indebted for her Jarrgaerrmun. and as the
lover who deserved and possessed her venderest
affection. .

- Her sffection for Theodore had inducaed Ade-
dine to raject several suitors, wlich her goodnpas
tbeanty’, and wealth, had glrendy attracted, an
lig, though infinitely his superiors in paint of
fortune, were many of them uferier to him in
Humily, ind all of them in merit.
.M. La Luic’s very preearious stite wes o souree
of incessant disguietude to Adeling, and she de-
tormined to gecompiny M, Ve—— whao wwas now
he declared lover of Clara, to Moentpellier,
iither La Lue hod immediately gone on the
tion of his som.  For this journey shewas
ing when she recoived frem her friend a
attering aecount of hiz amendment ; and as gome
farther seitlement of ler nifulrs vequived hay
ea ot Paris; she deferred bor design, and
¥— departed alone.
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When Theodore’s affairs ascumed o more  fa-
vourahle aspect, M. Vernenil had written to La
Lue, and eommunisited to lim the secret of his
heart respecting Clara,  La Lue, who admired
and esteempd 3. Ve——; nnd who was not igno-
rant of his family eonnexions, was pleased
the proposed allinnes; Clara thought she had
never geen the person whom she was so much
inclined ton love; and M. V— received an
answer favomable to lis wishes, and which €ns
ecouraged him te undertale the present journey
to Montpellicr,

The restoration of his happiness and the eli-
mate of Montpellier, did all for the hiealth of La
Luc that life most anzious friends could wish, and
hie was at length co for recovered as 1o visit Ade-
line at her estate of St. Maur. Clara and M,
Y——=nceampanted him, and & cessation of hostili-
ties etween France and Spain soon after
mitted Theadere to join this happy party. When
La Luc, thus restored to those most dear to him
looked bacl on the miseaies lin kad escaped, ar
forward 1o Lhe hlessings that awaited him, his
heart dilated with emotions of exqaisite joy and
gratitude ; and hig veuerable countennnce, soften-
¢ hy an expression of complacent delight, exhi-
bited n perfect pleture of happy age.

CHAPTER XXVI

ApeLive, iu the soeiely of fiends so beloved,
lost the iinpresiion of that wmelaccholy which the
fute of hor parent had sccasioned; she recovered
all her natural vivaeity; and when she threw off
the meurning halit which filial ]?iﬁ had re-
riulrml J]Pr te aesumie, she gave her hond to Thes-
tore. The wuptials, which were celebvated at St
Meur, were groced by the presence of the Count
and Countess D=, and La Luc had the supreme
tallcity of confirming ou the sume doy the flatters
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ing destinies of both Nis ehildren, Whow the

wremnnf wips over he blessid and embraced

them ol with tears of faiherly affection. =1

thank thoe, O God! that 1 have beéen permittod

to see this hour,” said le: * whenever it shall

'plmm"thne ta enll me hepee, 1 will depart in
i,

But the time now drew migh when La Lue
l,hnught it necessay v to relurn to the duties of
his parish, front which he lad so leng been 2b-
gont, Madame La Lud, too, who lad attended
him doring the period of his dunger at Mont-
pellier, and thenece retirned to Savoy, complained
much of the solitude of her life; und this was with
her brother an additional inotive for hia speedy
departure,  Theadere and Adeline, whe could
not sapport the thought of a tiom from
this venerable parent, endeavoured to persupde
him to give up Ins chatean, and to reside with
them in France; but he wis held by strang tiesty
Lelencourt. For many fea.m be lwd copstiteted
the comfort and happiness of his parishioners;
they revered and loved him &s o father—he re-
parded them with an affection little shoré of
parental.

They travelled lelsnrely, and froguently turmed
ont.of their way to view whatever was worthy of
ohservation, After o long and pleasant journey
they came onee moro wWithin view of the Swiss
micuntaing, the sight of which revived o thou-
r_n.ud interesiing recollecticus in the mind of Ade-
e,

Iy was evening when thod cupreached within
a fow miles of Lelencourt, and the roasd wiu:}inﬁ-
round the foot of A nt-.:]irendmlhl Trag, presente
them a full view of the lake, and of the peagefnl
dwelliug of La Lue,  An exciyunation of joy from
the whole party announced (ke dissovery, and the
glanee of ploasuve was v Heered from every ere.

La Lu welcomed lis futaily tohis happy houis,
pud gept wp & silent theuksgiving thut he wus
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permitled thus fo relurn to il. Adeline cons
tinned o shge vpon crcl well-knowi objects and
iy reflecting on the vicksitudes of Rﬂ#l’ and:
Joy, und the surprising chsnge of fortune which
slve ind experionced gince lnst she zaw th ey
Lieart dilated with pratitude nod mmpinﬁ de-
light. She lodked ot Theadore, whom in thege
very spenes ghe hod lamented as loat to her for-
wrery who when found again, was about to be
tarn from her by au jmmominious death; but wha
uow sat by her dlde her secwee and Imp;}}' hug-
baud, the pride of his family aud hewell; and
while the sensibility of her heart flowed ‘fn
tears from her syes, i smile of ineffable tender-
noss bald hinyall she folt. He gently pressed her
hand, oud apswered her with o look of love.
Féter, whe naw rode up to thocarriage with a
fuce full of joy andof importance, interupled &-
course of sabtiment which wias become alwost
iz, *f Akl my dear masteri’” cried he
¥ welsome iomneagain,  Hersds tho village, God
bloss itl 1t §s worth o million such plpces as
Paris, Thank 5t, Jaeques, we are all come safe
back again.” : 3
Tldis efMasion of houest Peter's joy wosveceived .
and angwerad with the kindness it deserved. . Ag
they drew near the lake, musie sounded over the:
water,and they presently sow o lorge party of the:
villagers ossembled on nogreen epet that sloped
to the very margm of the waves, and dancing i
nll their holiday fineey. It was the evening ofn
festival, Tle elder peasantesat voder the slind
of the treos thal erowned this little eminence,
enting milk and fruita, snd wotehing 1heir sons
il dnughters frisk it pway ta thasprightly totey
ef the tebor and pipe, whieh wis Joined by the
tafter tones of o mundaling
The:seene was highly interesting; and what
edded to its pictulesgue Deouty was & group of
cattle that stood, some'on the bank, séme half in
@ water, and of Hers reposing on the green bank,
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while severnl pessant givls, dressed in the weat

sinipiicity of their cuunu{é were dlupensng the
milley fosst, Peter now rede an first, and o op
oo ool lected rornd i, who ln.umT:u: that their
Deloved mustas wis ot band, wend forth to meet
and welcome line, Theirwarn and honest expres-
dens ol joy diffnsed an exquisife satisfietion over
A2 beart of the pood La Lue, who met them with
the kindgess of u father, aud who conld scarcely
orbear ahed tesrs to thistest imon s of attach-
ment,  When thie younger port of thie peasants
fheard the news of Lis arrival, the genoral joy wus
ueh, that, 1od by the tabor and pipe, they dasced
efore it cnrr:afq ta ths chateau, where they
main wileamed him and his family with the ens
fivening strains- of music. At the gate of the
pliatzsn they were received by Madnue La Lue,
o o hppier party never met. ;
As the evening was uncommonly mild and
BEdutil, supper was spread in the porden,
1 Jmn“u:itl reyiast wasﬂuvcr Clnruﬂ a0 :mmt
Fas abl glee, proposed o ce - by moonlight,
¥ b owill ba :Ire‘-lli::iaus,“ gafdl shd: *f (he tnoon-

Beaims are aly duneing on the waters, Ses
hat & stream of midinace they throw across tha
ke, and Low they sparide round that 1ittle pru-
poutory on the left, The freshiness of tlie hour,
foo. tovites to danclng,” )
‘Thay all agreed fo:the proposal-—# And Jet
#ic Soul people who have so heartily weleomml
8 home be called in too” said Le Luc:™ they
il 2t partnke our hoppitoss. There is deves
01 in Ineting others Toppy, aud grotitede eught
‘niakee us devout,  Peter, bring move wine, and
b some tables under the trees,"”
Foter, who conld not move In n selos step, had
ey gprisad efreshments under s trees, and
At short the the lawn wasencireled with Poas
Aty Tha raral pipe: and tabor swerk placed
&5 request, under the shade of ber biloved
5 00 the migin of the lake; the merry
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notes of music sounded, Adeling lad off the dance,
and the manntaing answered only to the strainsf
of wmirth-and maelody, {

The venerabla La Luc sat amoig the elde 135" )
gants, ond ns be syrveyed the scene—his ohildren
and people thus assembled vound liin in onw

nd compact of harmouy-and joy—the frequent
oar bedswed his clieel, and he spemied Lo tasta
the fulness of an mll.ed’ delight.

After pussing some woels with La Lm}, AL
Vernenil bomgit o chatean in the village o La-
leneoiut, and as it was the only one upt slresdy
occupied, Theodore looke: ont for a residence in
the neighbonrhood. At the :Iis.tnneet of nfew
Tangues, oi the beantiful tanks of the Inke of Ge-
nirn, where the wites vetire iuto a small bayy
he purchased a villa.

Here, contemning the splendour of fulse T

iness, anil Tmsgsamg the pure aud rational de-
ights of a love refined into the most tender
friendship, surronnded by the fiiends g0 dear o
them, and visited by o gelect and enlightened
%ne'tuty——-hene, in the very bosom of feliciky, lived

Leodore and Adeline La Luc.

Their former lives affonded a0 example of
triaks well endured—and their present, of virues
greaily rewarded; and this pewrard ths_y contis
ywued to deserve—Tfor not to themseives was
their happinesy sontracted, bt diffnsed  to sl
who came within the sphere of thair infuence

The indigent audl unliappy refoiced in {hgir hens
volance, the virtugus ol enlightened io ehel
friendship, aod their clhildren iu parents WIose
exampla impressed upoa thieir_ heerts the pro
capts offered to thetr undersiandings
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