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WV HEN the fick languor -of the
faintings gave place to refle@tion, I found
myfelf in my owa bed; whither I un-
deritood I had been conveyed by the or-
ders of Lord Arlington, as foon as my
wound was ftaunched: his proved fo
flight that it left ‘him /no pretence for
apprehenfion.  Eagerly .1 enquired. for
Lady Pembroke, when to my inexprefi-
ble.rage and aftonithment I was informed,
that fhe had been turned from ahy deor,
whither friendfhip had led her to venture a
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repulfe. The immaculate charater of that
admirable woman I thought even Lord
Arlington would have refpeéted; but with=
- out deigning to inform himfelf of the real
circumftances of the unforefeen interview
he had fo dreadfully interrupted, he by
this rude implication treated two of the
moit eltimable and diftinguithed perfons
in the kingdom as abettors, if not con-
trivers of his dithonour.—The little blood
left in my veins turned to gall at the idea.
I watched an opportunity to tear away
the bandages; and difdainfully refigning
myfelf to a premature fate, endeavoured
to forget the generous hearts this rafh
a&ion would pierce.—The awful God,
whofe juftice I thus queftioned, ftill ex-
tended to me his mercy—my dangerous
fituation was difcovered in time by my
careful attendants, who, .infinitely more
attached -to me than to their Lord, ufed
every means to prolong the lifehe, perhaps,

wifhed at its period.
In the cruel ftate of mind which dic-
tated this defperate refolution, it proved
a me-
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. a melancholy advantage; as the injury

now fell on my conltitution only, and my
intelle&ts efcaped. It was many months
ere I had ftrength to crofs a room, or
{pirits to venture a queftion—during this
memorable interval I called together every
enfeebled power, and placing my confci-
ence as umpire between myfelf and Lord
Arlington, fixed and afcertained the rights
of either. Conviéted even by my own
heart of imprudence, I wondered not that
he conftrued error into guilt; and while
thus cool offered him every vindication
of my innocence he could reafonably de-
fire: but Lord Arlington was the flave
of paflion and Caprice, and not haviag
firmnefs of foul to form, or fix, .._]udcr—
ment, he followed through years with in-
vincible obftinacy the impreflion of the
: firlt moment.—From- this period he ever
treated me as an artful womzanh, wilofe
licentious condut had obliged him to
rifque his life in vain defence of that
honor already fullied, and loft in my

B2 perfon ;
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perfon; nor did he affe&t to affert his
legal rights from any other reafon than
to feparate me {rom Effex. This con-
‘du&, and the mifreprefentations of Lady
Effex, blazed the fatal incident throughout
the Court, and fixed a ftain on my charac-
ter time could never erafe—happily that
{tain reached not my perfon or my heart,
and an injuftice fo aggravating on the
part of Lord Arlington entitled me to
forgive the little error 1n myfelf which oc-
cafioned it.

In this conjunéture I once more turned
my tearful eyes every way around in
fearch of a protector to interfere between
me and a fate alike unmerited and fe-
vere.—Alas! there was not a human be-
ing virtue allowed me to call to my aid;
and I exercifed the faculties heaven had
fo, unexpectedly bleffed me with, by re-
folving to fuffer with patience.

Elizabeth Vernon (our old companion),
the fair and gentle coufin of Lord Effex,

“refolved if poffible to fec me—fhe ad-
dreffed
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dreffed Lord Arlington, and demanded
that privilege ; the favour fhe held with
the Queen prevented his denying a re-
queft he granted with the utmoft re-
lu@ance. That fweet girl bathed me in the
tears of innocence and affection—fhe toid
me, ““tharthe fear left his prefence thould in-
cenfe Lord Arlington to further brutality,
had induced Effex, when Iloft my fenfes,
to withdraw from a fcene which rent his
very heart—and the fame reafon ftill oblig-
ed him to remain at a diftance.—That dur-
ing the long and dire uncertainty attend-
ing my illnefs, he had fcarcely breathed—
his own foul continually told him how
pure mine was. Fancy prefented me to
him for ever, pale, fpeechlefs, expiring ;
my fad eyes rivetted on his with a tender-
nefs death itfelf could not extinguifh :
however guiltlefs of my blood, every
drop which oozed from my veins feemed
to congeal on his heart; in fine, that al-
mioft deified by my fufferings, and his
fenfe of them, I reigned alone in hisaf-
feCtions, which were from this momen;

B 3 con..
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confecrated to me by a moft cenvincing
proof. Having ufed the utmoft art and
diligenée to difcever how Lord Arlington
{o foon became apprifed of his fecret re-
turn to England, and a meeting fo un-
planned, and fudden, as to interrupt it
almoft immediately, though fuppofed to
be as far off as Greenwich, Lord Effex
learnt that his Mafter of the Horfe, being
among the domeftics he brought with
him to Pembroke Houfe, had quitted 1t
as foon as he alighted, and haftened to
Greenwich in fearch of -a girl attending
on Lady Effex, of whom he was enamor-
ed; through whofe means her Lady became
likewife immediately acquainted with his -
feeret arrival without knowing its motive,
That fufpicious woman had already re-
marked that Lord Arlington was among
the bridal train, and in his hearing pub-
lithed the return of her Lord, with all her
own injurious furmifes—iil fortune foronce -
had given them the color of truth,and Lord .
Arlington needed no more than the hint
to make him mount the {wifteft horfe and .
7 ﬁy

o
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fly to fatisfy himfelf—Iady Effex was
quickly informed of an incident fhe ought
to have forefeen, and giving way to another
extravagance, paffionately conjured every
friend fhe met to follow, and prevent the
confli¢t to which her Lord now {tood ex-
pofed—but when could friendfhip keep
pace with Jove and vengeance? The
ftraggling mediators arrived only “time
enough to witnefs the event no hunian
power could guard againft. Incenfed be-
yond all bounds at the condut of his
Lady, the rath Effex took the only flep
wanting to my ruin. Determined to make
her fhare the mifery fhe had occafioned,
he parted with her at once and for ever---in
vain were all her fubfequent vows of for-
row and repentance—in vain had fhe
from that moment indulged hopes of his
cooling and conciliating—his temper,
till this fatal period, no lefs yielding than
fiery, now afflumed a cold and philofo-
phic fternnefs ; in fine, that the grief and
difappoinument to which Lady Effex re-
figned herfelf would feverely punith her

B 4 unjuft
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unjuft fufpicions, and ere long releaft
her Lord from the ill-judged bondage -
ire had hitherto groaned fo impatiently
under.”

The fair Elizabeth thus ended her re-
cital, which was fo clear, concife, and
affe€ting, that-1 could not avoid taxing
her with being the emiffary of hercoufin;
her bluthes acquitted her, and befpoke a
fecret time foon explained. She was
fecretly beloved by the gallant South-
ampton, that heroic friend who was only -
lefs attaciied to Effex than myfelf, and
from him had learnt the various parti-
culars public report could not apprife her
of.—I held mylelf infinitely indebted to
her friendthip, and through her means.
fent that farewell to Lady Perabroke I
was not allowed to pronounce.

It had been but too obvicus through
her whole recital, that I was totally the
vi&tim of calumny,. nor could any human
power now Juftify me.—I had been found
in the arms of Effex---the fa&t was indu-
bitable, the true caule of that fatal impulfe
not likely to be credited, even when re-

peated. .
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}eated My youth, my wound, and
my paft conduct, blf:nded the r'tfh judg-
ment of the many with compaffion, but
the moft liberal-minded ventured not to
acquit me. Thofe impaflioned vindica-
tions the confcious foul of Effex offered,
were always confidered as a mere point of
honor in him, and no lefs neceflary to
his own juftification than mine ; they there-
fore only ferved to ftamp guilt on both—
Oh, misjudging world,-how feverely on the
moft fuperficial obfervation doft thou
venture to decide !---let the barbed ar-
row of misfortune reft in the .bofom it
Has wounded, ner, by inhumanly tearing
it 'out to difcover whence it came, rack
the heart already broken.

Defamed, dejeGted, and forgotten by
all but the generous fifters of the Sydney
family, I followed, once more, my fate in
Lord Arlinvtan; and reached again that
Abbey " deftined alike to entomb me in
‘playful childhood, and in blafted youth—
the fame imperious will which had de-

royed me, had d»l,m‘“d the ‘venerable
manfion of its fiveet, its folitary charmis-——

the
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the hallowed {pot where once the ivied
trophies of time bound up the defaced
ones of religion, prefented nothing now
but a bare and barren level; and the
lofty woods, which fo long protected alike
the living and the dead, had wholly given
place to infant plﬂ,ntatlons, through the
thinnefs of which the weary eye every
where pierced: I turned with difguft
from the defolated fcene, and locking
myfelf up in the remcteft and molt
gloomy chambers of the Abbey, fpent my
life in meditating on my every lofs.

" Lord Arlington now walumg me only
as the appendage of his pride, confoled
himfelf for my wundiflembled averfion,
and cared not what employed me, pro-
vided I was yer his legal prifoner.—
Alas, T had no longer 1efoluuon to reft
my hopes on any obje&t—to form any
fubordinate defign, or to reap any fub-
ordinate pleafurc. The poor children
ftill fupported by my bounty, no more
touched the lute in my prefence—that
overwhich my own fingers once wandered

with the wild elcb“ncc of untried youth,
now
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fow ufelefs and unftrung, hung up, an
emblem of the difcordant foul of its
owner. Tafte, genius, and {cience, thofe
rich columns with which enthufiaftic fancy
erets in peaceful minds a thoufand light
aerial ftruétures, deep funk, and broken
in 'my heart, prefented to the mental
eye a ruin. more terrible than the nobleft
{peculation ever paufed over.—Mifan-
thropy, black-vifaged mifanthropy, reign-
ed there like a folitary favage, uncon-
{cious of the value of thofe treafures his
rude hand every day more and more de-
faced.

T was roufed one night with the. infor-
mation that a favourite fervant of Lord Ar-
lington’s, who had long languifhed in a.
confumption, now found himfelf at the
point of death, and importunately de-
manded to fpeak with me—but ill-dif-
pofed at this feafon even to the gentle
offices of humanity, and convinced that he
could have nothing to impart I fhould
think of confequence, I rejetted the re-
queft; but finding his Lord was inebri-
ated beyond the power of comprehend-

ing
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ing aught, on being again folicited, I rofe,
and accompanied by a maid who loved
me, entered the fick man’s chamber.—
I caft a harfh and cold glance round, and
hardly heard the thanks he gave me—
having difinifled all the fervants, except
the maid I mencioned, I prepared to liften
to him, imagining fome matter relative to
his office of chief bailiff and furveyor,
alone, could thus difturb his laft hours.—
¢ Lady,” faid he, in the hollow broken
voice of approaching diffolution, 1 could
not have departed in peace had you not
beftowed this indulgence—pardon me, I
befeech you, for propofing to my Lord the
deftruction of thofe ruins that I have fince
{een too plainly your heart was ever wrapt
in—alas, the propofal cofts me my life.
—Condefcend too to hiften to a fecret
which continually drags back my foul
when ftriving to quit her dungeon—my
crime perhaps brings with it a fufficient
punithment. In removing the rubbifh
of the artificial hermit’s celi, in compli-
ance with the diretions of my Lord, 1§
one day faw a comumon laborer turn up

" fomething
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~ fomething which tried his whole ftrength,
' when cafting a quick and fearful glance
around, he covered it with earth. I

difpatched the men in hearing to another

part, and feizing the arm of him I had

watched, I infifted on feeing what he had

endeavoured to conceal—it proved to be

a fmall iron cheft flrongly faftened—1I

agreed with him to convey it away tll

the evening, when he might rejoin me, and

swe would open it and divide the contents
together. He yielded rather to neceflity

than choice, and I took the cafketr with

la -purpofe God has feverely punithed—
the many keys intrufted to my care fup-

‘plied one which immediately opcned it
under a number of papers and trifles of

no value, I found a large fum in gold,

and a few jewels—as I knew my part-

ner in the difcovery had remarked that

the chefl was heavy; in the room of the

gold and jewels, I fubftituted an iron

crucifix and many rufty keys; then lock-

ing the cafket, waited anxioufly for the

evening. The poor laborer feeing me

vreturn, wiftfully examined my features,
Tawt:
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‘but not daring to exprefs the doubt vi-
fible in his own, expeted in filence the
deciding hour. I fuffered him to take
infinite pains to break open a cheft that 1
was confcious would not repay the labor—
great was the poor wretch’s difappoint-
ment when he emptied it—I affected the
fame chagrin; but turning over the pa-
pers, I offered to give him twenty nobles ;
a fure proof, had he refletted a fingle
moment, that I muft have wronged him :
he readily accepted this propofal, and, at
my defire, promifed never to mention
the incident; then with much apparent
gratitude departed. Eagerly I replaced
my guilty gains, and fecretly refolved to
take an early opportunity of quitting my
Lord to commence builder in Londen ;
but fear did not fuffer me for a time to
venture this meafure ; alas! I have wanted
health fince to do any thing—from this
moment, peace, appetite, and reft have
fled me—if worn out with watching, I
dropt into a flumber, the idea that my
wreafure was ftolen has made me often
itart up, and regardlefs of the.cold fieat

pro-
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produced by the mere apprehenfion, I have
flown in the dead of night to convince
myfelf it was f{afe—imaginary whifpers
have ever been near my bed, and uncertain
forms have glided through my chamber—
the dawn of day never gave me relief,
every eye feemed to dive into my fecret,
and every hand to be intent on impo-
verithing me—in a word, Lady, to this
‘fad moment it has prematurely brought

; for many months doubtfal whether
il fhould furvive, I have been confidering
how to beftow that wealth I could no
longer hope to enjoy—the poor man I
fo bafely defrauded of it perithed a fhort
time after by the fall of a pillar, and
reftitution to him can never be made.
It came into my head this evening, that
\you were {aid to have been brought up
in thefe ruins; certainly I had ofien feen
jyou walk and weep on the very {pot where
this cheft was found ; perhaps therefore in
giving it to you I only reftore it to the
right owner ; accept it, Madam, and pro-
mife that you will never difcover the gift to
my Lord.” This requeft appeared a
| needlefs




16 ol E RIESCIESS 8, ocs

needlefs injunfion, if the treafure had
not been obtained by defrauding Lord
Aurlington ; and though perhaps I fhould
have been filent through choice, I thought
it beneath me to engage to be {o —find-
ing me paufe, he contlmred, ¢ fear not
any il defign in this requeft, Madam,
.you will one day be glad you complied
-with it, and for your own fake aloneis it
propofed; the hand of my Lord is grudg-
ing—yofllrs bounteous as that of heaven.—

Do not rob yourfelf of the means to‘be
liberal which now are offered to you—yer

on no other -condition than the veow of

filence will I give the treafure up.” A
ftrange defire to examine the papers more
than any I felt for the money, made me at
laft acquie{fce. My maid, by his direction,
drew the iron chefl from an obfcure corner,
and emptied it of both gold, jewels, and
papers, which the and I divided, and with
fome difficulty concealed till wereached my
apartment—he feemed only 6/ have lived
to make this difcovery, and a few hours
. after expiated his finwith his life.

While
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While he ftrove to imprefs my mind
with the meceffity of -concealing the ad-
wventure, I pondered deeply over it ; not
eafily difcerning how I fhould interpret
this {trange ordination of providence ;
it atlaft occurred to me that the tr eafure
might be put into my hands for the af-
fiftance’ and comfort of my fitter :—how
did T know whether {he was not even then
haftening towards me, pemaps impo-
'*erlihcd certainly diftrefled *2.Ch, how
confolatory thould I find it o m,niﬁer
to her ezterral wants, though thofe of her
heart might be beyond my power of com-
forting! The contempt 1 fek for Lerd
Arlingron was rooted too deep to admit
of my thus applying his fortune, kad I
been the wunlimited miftrefs of ic; I
therefore faw a degree :of wifdom and
propriety in receiving .and fecreting a

. gift, heaven {feemed fo ftrangely to put
into my hands, as if it were to forerun
fome yet unknown incident.

The papers confifted chiefly of the
correfpondence beoween Mrs. Marlow and

Yor. 111 C Fathet
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Tather Anthony, while yet they were lov-
ers, as well as after the cruel difcovery
which annulled the nominal union—1I peruf-
" ed thefe invaluable epiftles with pulfations
of tendernefs I lately thought myfelf in-
capable of ; they recalled me to life and
fenfibility, and I gathered fortitude from
thofe who now were duft; I raifed my
eyes to heaven in fearch of their pure
tranflated fouls, and wandering from pla-.
net to planet, fancied there muft be one
peculiarly allotted to lovers now no lon-
ger unhappy—A thoufand trifles whofe
value muft ever be ideal and local, were
preferved with thefe letters :—cyphers,
hait, fonnets, dear pelpetuators of thofe
bright hours of routh we look back on
with pleafure to the lateft moment of
decaying life. I kifled the innocent re-
liques of fuch an unhappy atrachment
with devout regard, and held them not.
the leaft part of my legacy.

Time diffipated the flattering illufion
which led me to expe&t my fifter—my
mind funk inte its wufual inertitude,

and |




TH E REUCE 8§ 8, -&¢. 19

and the acquifition remained, if not for-

gotten, at leaft neglected.
From this profound ftupor I was at
laft roufed as by an earthquake—ILord
Arlington in hunting fell from his horfe;
and - breaking fome blood-veflel, was
brought home to appearance lifclefs—
confcience and humanity called upon me
to forget my wrongs ; and I made every
- effort to fave him : for a time he appeared
to mend ; but the incurable habit of
inebriety he even at this period indulged,
defeated - both care and medicine ; and
after enduring a feries of fufferings which
annihilated my fenfe of injury, he expired

in the prime of his days.
~ Good heaven ! what a tranfition did one
fingle event make in my life !—habituated
< to flavery—accuftomed to fuppofe Lord
Arlington deftined to finvive me, I be-
held this incredible revolution with mute
{urprife--- the horror of his fufferings gave
. way, when they ceafed, to the fiveet idea
| of liberty—liberty fighed out my weary
heart, ah ! to what purpofe have I now ac-
Cha quired
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quired 1t ? T beheld myfelf in the fituation
of a criminal, whofe fhackles are firuck off’
only to launch him into the immenfe
ocean in a little boat without a rudder,
oars, or fuftenance—where could I find a
hope to reft on? alone, in the vaft uni-
verfe, I turned around in vain in f{earch
of one generous hand, whofe aid 1 mmht
receive mthout fear or {hame.

The relation of Lord Arlington who
fucceeded to his title and eftate, was an
illiterate rude {ea officer, whom his illnefs
alone had detained in England. He came
on the news of his deceale ; efcorting the
late Lord’s two fifters, to whomm the per-
fonals were all devifed. I had waited only
the reading of the will to quit the melan-
choly manﬁon I meant to abjure for the
future.—Gracious heaven ! how deep was
my indignation and rage to find myfelf
mentioned In it as an infane wretch, to
whom the teftator bequeathed a mere
maintenance, and left to be confined un-
der the charge of his fifters in St. Vincent’s
Abbey, which, as a purchafe of his own,

de-
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defcended to them ! Never, in all the
trials T had hitherto experienced, had I
fele a tranfport like that this ufage ex-
cited—to extend his tyranny beyond the
grave !—Mean, execrable wretch ! even
at the moment that I was exhaufting the
little conftitution his cruelty had left me in
unwearied attendance, deliberately to con-
demn me to an imprifonment fo fhock-
ing, and render it perpetual !—human
nature could not refift fo pungent a pang
—it made the mifery it punifhed ; and I
funk into the dreary gulph once more
from which I was lately emerging—my
brain flill fires but to remember it.—
Oh, my fifter ! whatever the inflictions
of your myfterious fate, thofe of mine
may f{urely difpute the woful pre-emi-
nence.:

The overjoyed Effex difpatched an ex-
prefs, as foon as the news of Lord Ar-
lington’s death reached the Court, con-
juring me to quit the melancholy prifon
I had fo long inhabited, and retire to a

Cs {ea:
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feat of Lord Southampton, in Here--
fordfhire ; whither that nobleman’s. bride

would immediately repair to meet and com-

‘fort me. Lady Southampton was the faic
coufin of Lord Effex I formerly mentioned,

who by marrying privately had wiiolly loft

the favor of the Queen. The declining
ftate of Lady Effex’s health, he added, .
daily promifed him that freedom, made

doubly defirable now I had recovered

mine. It had always, he affured me, been..
the intention of Lady Southampton' tofollow-
ber Lord to Ireland ; and he befought me
Lo gwc him the fiveet fatisfaction of know-

ing that I was fafe in the company. and

protection of his coufin, folemnly pro-

mifing not to obtrude himfelf on me cre

the laws of fociety authorized the avowal

of thofe fentiments which had fo long

lived in his heart.

The rclations of Lerd Arlington, pof-
fefling by his will an abfolute power, inter- -
cepted and opened this Letter—far from,
pouring the balm it contained into my
bleeding heart, they kept the dear tefti-

mony
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mony of an unequalled attachment ; and
fent back the meflenger with the melan=
choly news of my infanity and confine-
ment : but Lord Effex had been already
duped, and could not eafily credit this in-
formation. He deputed Henry Tracey,
a young officer, much in his confidence,
to afcertain my real fituation, command-~
ing him not to be difmiffed by any other
mode of convition than that of being ad-
mitted into my prefence.—Alas ! ere this
was refolved on, refentment had again
fired my bewildered brain, and Lord Ar-

| lington had little to apprehend in allowing

Tracey to enter my apartment. Buried ina
profound ftupor, I replied not to his quel-

| tlons, but drawing my mourning veil over

my eyes, fat like a felf- devoted Perfian,
the voluntary vi&tim of defpair. The
faithful Tracey, ftill fearful of being im-
pofed on, infifted on having my picture,
as well as a lock of my hair, to prove to his
Lord that it was indeed myfelf he had be-
held in this deplorable ftate ; and hav-:

ing obtained this requeft, he departed.
Cas But
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But what became of Effex when Tra-
cey returned with this melancholy eon-
firmation ?—the teftimonials his confidans
‘had  brought only added force to the
eternal paffion of his foul ; a thoufand.
tumes he made Tracey defenibe the apart-
ment—my drefs—my looks—and {ome-
times fmcx ing even that cautious friend.
bad been detewed 5 at others, that the
wretches in whole power I was left, had,,
for the fhort period Tracey was permitted
to behold me, ftupified my fenfes; he
created a thoufand delufions to counteralt
the fearful impreifion of the truth.

Diftradted with thefe ideas, Tord Fﬂ'cx
" {et out for Ireland, invefled with abfolute.
powers, and heading an army attached to
him alike by gratitude and expeftation—
he had not marched far ere he formed the
bold refolution.of committing the conduét.
of the troops to Lord Southampton, and
turning off he haftened. to St. Vincent’s
Abbey, determined to judge from his
own fenfes of the ftate of mine: he ar-
rived there at midnight, and requiring

the

<
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’the unwilling owners to produce me, ir
(2 tone which admitted neither denial
ot delay, they condufted him to my
chamber—a dim lamp alone glimmered
in it, and clofing my eyes as the ftronger
lights approached, I waved my hand
“in ftupid filence to have them removed.
The wanfports of grief and furprife
which overcame the generous FEflex at
this cterrible convition, threatened his
own intellets—by fome wonderful or-
- dination of providence, my celd and ap-
parently uninformed heart waked at that
well-known voice—day broke once more
- upon my foul, and my eyes once more
ned to behold their darling objet.
This furprifing effe® of his prefence
would have perfuaded him that reafon
bad never deferted me, but that my poor
maids expreffed a joy at this unexpected:
revolution too unfeigned to be mifcon-
ftrued ; they entreated him to leave me
time to ftrengthen my faculties ere he
again abforbed them, and he confined to
ftifled
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ftifled exclamations, and filent homage,
all the paffion and projefts with which
his bofom fwelled. '

Alithea, who had for years been my
favorite attendant, informed him (as foon
as he could be perfuaded to withdraw,
and leave me to repofe) of the cruel and
unjuft will, which by rendering me a
prifoner for life, had occafioned this
dreadful relapfe. Negligent at all times
of prudence, and now perhaps of propriety,
he boldly told the Arlington family, that
he would perith ere I thould again be
left in their power; and having planted
fome of his moft faithful domeftics to guard
my chamber door from every one but
my own inaids, he retired to the apart-
ment allotted him, to meditate on the mode
of proceeding leaft likely to endanger my
newly recovered intellects.

Alithea very prudently had me bled,
and I funk into a fweet and found fleep,
the comfort I had long meft wanted.
I waked late the next morning with in-

tellefts
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rtellets entirely clear, though weak ; I
tremembered I had-feen, or fancied 1 had-
feen Effex; Alithea imparted to me the
itruth, and fhed tears of joy to find I an--
{fwered her rationally—I yielded to her
iintreaties in delaying till the afternoon a
imeeting {o-dear and affecting, and took
'the medicinal cordials and other nourifh-
'ment fhe offered me ; afew-hours firength-
‘ened me furprifingly, and I was at laft.
rallowed to receive the generous lover my
foul fo much defired. While he poured:
iforth the moft ardent vows of unremitting.
.affection, and furveyed, in tender {oirow,.
ithe ravages grief and difappointment had.
ithus early made in my wan countenance,.
.:and emaciated form, I beheld with fur-
jprife the advantages he had acquired in
|both inftances ; his graceful tiowers of
'youth was fettled into firmer manhgéd ;
lliis fair and florid complexion, fumned
over by his military exploits, had gained
Htrength without Ioimg delicacy, ap.d his
‘eye, now no lefs accuftomed to command
than charm, f{eemed to cmploy its firft:
ipower on all the reft of the world, while,

1ts.
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its laft was folely referved for me. Ah
man, happy man ! how fuperior are you in
the indulgence of nature! bleft with fci-
entific refources, with boldnefs, and an ac-
tivity unknown to more perfecuted woman;
from your various difappointments in life
ever {pring foith fome vigorous and
blooming hope, infenfibly ftaunching
thofe wounds in the heart through which
the vital powers of the feebler fex bleed
helplefsly away ; and when relenting
fortune grants your withes, with un-
blighted powers of cnjoyment you em-
brace the dear-bought happinefs ; fcarce
confcious of the cold dew-drops your
cheeks imbibe from thofe of her, permitted
too late to participate your deftiny.

It was fome days ere I dared truft my-
felf to converfe long with Effex, who em-
ployed that {weet interval in amufing my
mind with lighter topics, while he ar-
ranged his future plans ; but finding 1T
{till appeared calm, he ventured at laft
10 unfold to me the mighty defigns which
floated in his imagination. ¢¢ Inexorably
oppofing choice to fate, my deareft Elli-

nor,” .,



THE RECESS, &. 29
nor,” {2id he, ¢¢ never from the moment in
which I firft beheld vou, have I formed a
proje& diftin& from yourfelf ; this I am
about to unfold has been for years the
child of my dotage—collect your fpirits,
liften without wonder, and, if poflible, ap-
prove 1t : from the moment I knew the
bafe arts that muft have been made ufc of
to {feparate us, I clearly comprehended that
we fhould never unite with the confent of
LElizabeth ; But, however indebted to her
partial diftinftion, this was a point in which
even fhe could not controul me ; 1t 18
not the pofts or advantages 1 derive from
her favor, on which my foul values itfelf;
elevated on a more folid {oundation, it .
has taken every road to glory, and T may
proudly fay, given a grace to dotage : yet
as that dotage, however unbecoming her
years and her rank, has been uniform
and generous, 1 have {worn to yield Eli-
zabeth, to the lateft moment of her life,
every homage but that of the heart;
and facrifice to my fealty all except my
happinefs.—It 1s hard to reconcile duties
and
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and inclinatons {o entirely oppofite, yet
1 think you will own I have done fo.

To a blind partiality for me, and her
own egregious felf-love, the Queen ig-
nobly facrificed your youth your hopes,
your happinefs ; but alas, the forgot in
fo doing, that fthe would only make them
more perfectly mine—without the leaft con-
fideration for the hufband fhe had given
you, a wretch I could at any tume look
into infignificance, I ftudied folely how
to extricate you from a bondage not
more infupportable to you than myfelf.—
Among a thoufand other projeéts, 1 re-
folved to apprize the king of Scots of
your exiftence and fituation, foliciting
from his fraternal regard a fafe afylum,
and that peace and protettion my youth
and circumftances would not allow me
to offer you. I found means to . convey
to his knowledge your whole melan-
choly ftory—but how fhall I declare to
you his ungenerous conduct? Fool that
I was, to hope the man who could tamely
fubmit to the murder of his mother, would
be intercfted by any other tye! Far from

2 exert-
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exerting himfelf to refcue the dear un-
happy fifter I conjured him to compal-
fionate, he affetted to difbelieve the ftory
of his mother’s marriage with the Duke
of Norfolk ; though the Countefs of
Shrewfbury folemnly aflured me that he
had, through her hands, received from the
Royal Mary the meft authentic proofs of
it, as foon as he efcaped from the power
of the Regent, and was allowed to act as
an independent Sovereign. Anxious with-
out doubt to centre in himfelf every
right of his mother, he voluntarily re-
nounced all regard for either her afhes
or her offspring, ignominiouily fubmit-
ting to kifs the hand which had fhortened
her days.——What after this is to be
hoped from the king of Scots ? and why
fhould you facrifice to a brother, by whom
you.are difowned, thofe bright profpetts
which now dawn before you? Born of the
firlt Englith Peer, and the Princefs immedi-
ate in fucceffion to the Throne—a native
of this kingdom ; there is only one thing
wanting to eftablith rights from whence-
you may juitly form the highelt hopes—

authentic
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authentic teftimonials of thefe fadts; and
that fuch- ftill exift, I have certain in-
formattan—it 1s true they are diperfed
folely among the Catholic relations and
friends of Mary, yet do I not defpair of
obtaining -them. The Englith, ever
difpofed to be jealous of their national
rights, diead the remoteft chance of
thelr m.mularion, and already turn their
eyes towards the family of Suffolk in pre-
ference to receiving a foreign monarch.—
That unhappv f'mmy, by wans the nnr-
tyrs of fear and pohcy, has bled threugh
{ucceeding generations, till reduced wnoli_w
to females ; among whom there 15 HGt
one endued with courage or talents .to
venture a conteft, had they even the™
priority of biith which refts with you.
L et us then adopt the views of Lord Laei-
cefter; who certainly meant, by the moft
warchful policy, to pave the way for
your fifter’s fucceffion, whenever Eliza-
beth fhould expire. Your ifate is bound
up with that of a man much more capable
of effe&ing whatever views he fhall adopt.
Eh-
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- Elizabeth daily totters on the verge of

' the grave—di{pofed to hate the Prince

fhe has itretrievably injured in the perfon
of his mother, fhe ftill refufes to acknow-
ledge the King of Scots for her heir; and
has fully invefted me with every power
that may enable me to profit by the po-
pularity I have honorably acquired. My
own’ birth; though it does not give me a
lineal claim to the Crown of England, is
yet noble in many rgenerations, and
princely in fome. Circumftances and merit
thus entitle me to match with you—nor
need youdoubtthe fuccefs of this project.—
Born as you are for empire, endued with
beauty to adorn, and majefty to dig-
nify it—with inconteftable evidence of
your birth (which I will employ every
art to procure) I will boldly prefent to
the people of England another blooming
Queen—they will with joy adopt you;
nor can the feeble attempts of the boyifh
Scotch pedant againft an army won by
my munificence, endeared to my com-
mand, and relying on my valor, affect a

Vou. III. D claim
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claim fo ftrongly fupported. How many
inftances does our own hiftory fupply
where courage and popularity have de-
throned monarchs in full poffefion of
every other advantage !—You now are in-
formed of what has long been the uldi-
mate objet of my life; every action and
view has had a fecret reference to it,
and far from idling away my youth in the’
various pleafures the gay court of Eli-
zabeth offered to her favorite, {I have
condnually ranged the feas, watched in
camps, difciplined armies, and by every
poffible means ftudied to increafe my mili-
tary fame, knowledge, and popularity,
as what muft one day decide more than
my own fate. It is this that has made
me eager to condu& the Infh war—In
that country I fhall be at the head of an
army, which will eafily enable me to profit
by the death of the Queen, withoutalarming
her declining years with the appearance
ot cabal, myftery, or rebcllion.---Boldly
refolve then, my love, to accompany me
to Ireland, as the only place on earth where

you
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you can be entirely fafe; I will lodge
you in fome impregnable fortrefs with
Lady Southampton; I will remain in the
camp, and never approach it but by
your permiffion---I demand this inftance
of your confidence, of your love; and
{wear in return inviolable honor and obe-
dience—Oh ! anfiver me not rafhly, fweet
Ellinor—rather recall the fatal moment
of obftinate prudence which once before
brought on both fo tedious a period of
fuffering, and remember you again have
the power of deciding my fate and your
own.
. Effex rofe from my feet, and left me bu-
i ried in the deepeft refletion; my mind,
' however, inftantaneoufly adopted the afpir-
ing project he had prefented toit. Through
the dark and heavy cloud which had long
hung over my foul, the fun of love now
pierced at once, and turned it all to am-
bient gold:---To mount a throne ; to fhare
‘l it with the choice of my heart; to give
/'to him that fovereignty I fhould owe to
‘his valor---I was aftonifhed that the idea
t D2 could
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could fo Jong have efcaped me: yet fuclk
a train of misfortunes had fucceeded my
birth, as might well obliterate my fenfe of
its rights. ¢ Bafe and unworthy fon!”
fighed I, ““ungenerous, cruel brother! why
fhould I facrifice to thee my only chance
on this fide the grave?” The mean acqui-
efcence of James, under a blow which al-
moft nerved my arm againft the royal mur-
derer, had already fufficiently thocked'my
feelings, and fhut him out of all my plans;
alas, I could only excufe his mifconduét by
fuppofing that he was yet fub_]e&cd to his
mother’s enemies, though even then, a
generous foul would rcfo]utely have pro-
tefted againft the evilit could not preventy
but to be affured that he facrificed an
inviolable duty, and every focial feeling,
at the fhrine of that bloated idol, /felf;
robbed him of all claim to the feelings,
the duties, he renounced. The deter-
mined plan of the generous Effex had
every thing in its favor, nor was my
concurrence fo neceflary to his fuccefs
as happinefs—but wherefore thould 1 he-

fitate,
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|fitate, when not to unite in it was to
jdeliver myfelf up to an implacable ene-
'my? yet,asavowedly to depart with Effex,
or ‘even after him, would awaken danger-

ous fufpicions in the mind. of Elizabeth,
and confirm all the flanders. of the world;

I pondered much on a fingular idea that

‘arofe in my mind, by which both might
be obviated; indeed the fituation of my

health would have fufficiently oppofed my

“going with him, had no other objection oc-
' curred.---I perceived an air of ftifled an-
ger in Effex when he returned, which I con-

jured him to expound:---¢¢ It is a matter
of no confequence,” faid he, with his ufual

franknefs ; ¢ fortunately the few friends I

“have brought with me are tried and valiant,
and we have the power in our own hands :

the wretches, my love, who furround you,

pretend an authority from the Queen, as

well as from the late Lord Arlington, for

your detention ; this will oblige us to

ufe a violence I would rather have avoided ;

but that is a trifle.” < Oh! call not any

thing a trifle which affets your fafery, how-

D3 ever
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ever remotely,” cried I; ¢ in yielding to
the bold project you have ventured to form,
beware I do not become its ruin---yes, look
not on me with fo marked a wonder; my
foul accords to, adopts at once all your
views. I will at laft indulge my heart, and
thus affiance it to yours---born to purfue
your fortune, I will joyfully confent to par-
take it, fo you, in return, {wear the con-
ﬁdence will render you but more guarded

in confidering my own honor, I am oaly
watching over yours; pledge then your
word that you will not interfere with my
plan, and I in return will vow, that all I
henceforward form, fhall have the fame
tendency with your own.”

The generous Effex {carce credited his
fenfes, and gave with readinefs the affur-
ance I defired.---Refolved to guard my
fiiter’s prior rights, and unable to judge
of the motives which might bury her
for a time in oblivion, I infifted on his
fupporting her claim in preference to
mine, if ever fhe fhould appear; and he
perhaps the more readily acquiefced in
this requeft, from a conviction that fhe no

longer
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Jlonger exifted, as all my opinions on that
I head appeared to him entirely vifionary. -
' Refufing to confide in.this dear rafh
lover the means by which I meant to re-
join him, I obliged him to affume an air
of grief and defpair, which perfuaded the
Arlington family that I had relapfed into

iofanity.  In the interim a maid of mine

had been feized with an epidemic fever of
the moft dangerous kind ; I impatiently
haftened the departure of Effex, left the
cruel malady thould infeét him, and con-

jured him to wait with Lady Southamp-

ton at the port, from whence the troops
had already embarked, till I fhould rejoin
him. The air of {atsfattion he perceived
in me made him comply againft his bet-
ter judgment, and the Arlington race,
no lefs overjoyed at his departure than
my fuppofed relapfe, and fearful of the
epidemic fever, fhut up thofe who im-
mediately attended on me, in the quarter
of the Abbey [ inhabited, avoiding it
themfelves as though the plague were en-
clofed there.
' D4 In
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In this folitude I executed a furprifing:
projet I had long meditated : from the
moment I was informed of the mock:
interment of Lord Leicefter, my mind
had dwelt on the idea; I faw it was only
to methodize the moft wild and romantic
plan, and, however unfeafible it at firft ap-
peared, ume might form and bring it to ef-
fet—The treafure of the furveyor now be-
came atrealure indeed ; refleétion convinced
me that thebequeft originated in his having
been the confidant as well as witnefs of his
Lord’s ungenerous will, and by thus dif-
pofing of his own acqmﬁtlon, he enabled
me to efcape from the defpicable bondacrc
it entailed upon me, without betraying his
truft.---The maid, who alone witnefled the
myfterious legacy, had, by her inviolable
filence on fo fingular an event, {ufficiently
proved that fhe could meric -my whole
confidence ; fortunately, the was no lefs
favored by thofe in whofe power I was
left, and became of courfe the propereft,
and only affiftant I could fix on:---by
thus turning the artifice of the Queen
upon herfelf, I might at once efcape from

her
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her power, and. that of the guardians un-
der-whofe care the had placed me; and.
igratify the firt with of Effex without
-endangering his fafety.

Alithea embraced the plan with joy,
and encragcd her parents, who were la-
Iborers in the neighbourhood, to aid the
idelufion.---1 affec ted to be feized with the
{fame fatal fever as foon as the maid’s
{ymptoms became mortal, and when fhe
{oon .after died, refigned my bed to her
.Corpfc her h'ur, height, complc‘uon and
age, .fo far agreed Wlth mine as to fecure
me from common obfervation, and dread
of the contagion faved us from a very
ftriét fcrutiny : as it was believed that the
mad expired nearly at the fame time with
myfelf, by Alithea’s judicious management
her fuppofed body was to be dehvcred to
the parents of that faithful domeftic; when
placing myfelf and treafure in the homely
coffin, I was boldly conveyed like the
Emprefs Maud through the midlt of my
enemies, and lodged in their humble cot,

uill enough recovered to purfue the route
Qf Effex, ,

" Alithea
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Alithea now publifhed the news of my
death through the family, who heard of it
with joy; the unguarded conduét of the
generous Effex had fuggefted to them, that
to have acted under the authority of the
Queen, might one day be a very infuffi-
cient vindication :---this idea added fear to
that hatred they always entertained for me,
and with pleafure they buried both thofe
paffions in my grave.---Having furveyed
my wardrobe, jewels, and papers, without
finding the leaft deficiency, they prepared
for my interment, and difcharged my im-
mediate attendants; among them the fa-
wored one who had aided my {cheme, and
her return to her parents reftored peace to
my bofom.

From the humble cot of that honeft
creature’s parents do 1 clofe this period
of my memoirs---here, as from an invi-
fible world, have I furveyed the gloomy
pageant, with which the erroneous judg-
ments of thofe from whom I efcaped have
dignified a low-born female, and by plac-
ing her pompoufly at the fide of Lord
Arlington, they perhaps have blundered

uncon-
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anconfcioufly on propriety.---As the {able
rain wound by my window, my foul
paufcd on the folemn vanity Oh !
that in thy tomb, thou quiet fleeper, fighed
I, mday be interred with my name all
the painful part of my exiftence! that
renovated to a new and happier being, I
may emerge again into a world which
ftill opens a flowery path before me,
with corrected fpirits, unfaltering reafon,
and a temper {uperior to the fhocks of
‘misfortune !

The foul, ever capricious and uncer-
tain, fully enjoys only the pleafures it
makes for itfelf.---Often do I {feem even in
this ruftic afylum, concealed in the coarfe .
garments of the other {ex, and looking to-
wards a diftant kingdom as my home, to
have hoards of hope and happinefs to build

on, my youthful, healthful days were never
bleft with, «m—

My
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My own fate has once more recalled to_
my mind that of Matilda—I have medi-_
tated much on a fifter {o dear—alas, too
certainly Effex is in the right, and there
exifts not a being I can call by that name.
—ILong years have fucceeded each other,
and ftill rthat incomprehenfible myfter Ys
that dreadful filence continues; nor is.
there a circumftance but death that could
occafion it—Farewell then, oh name.
ever {o pleafant to my lips, fink deep
into my heart, and remain eternally en-
graved there—»fftrewell thou pure {pirit !
too ethereal for a oeld fo grofs, I will
no more look for thee on its furface, 1
will no more imagine thee beneath 1t—
no, I will now raife my fteadfaft eye to’
that heaven ¢¢ where the wicked ceafe from
troubling,” and in fome yet undifcovered
ftar fancy I behold thee! Ah deign, if’
fo, to guide the uncertain {teps of a wan-
derer, and, if my cruel fate conduct them
ftill toward precipices, irradiate the {cene,
and deliver me from the danger!—My
{pirits are highly wrought, and a folemnity
too exquifite for defcription poffefles

every
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fevery faculty—I muft féep them all in
)bhnon ere I recover my equanimi-

. }"

Happinefs! undefinable good, in what
thall I comprife thee? no, I will not
.uppofe it can be done in gold, and yet
hp'w pure was the tran{port a little of that
vile metal called into the care-furrowed
countenances of Alithea’s venerable pa-
rents ! To the earth which gave, 1 have
reftored the remainder; it is buried eaft-
ward under the {preading chefnut planted
by Edward IV.—that popular tree, pro-
tetted alike from the caprice of its owner,
and the {pade of the laborer, will hide it
fafely : but, oh! if ever one noble heart
fighs under its fhade, oppreffed with the
fting of penury, may fome good angel
whifper, ¢ you reft on that which can
fully relieve you.”

- All is now prepared for my flight; I
have refufed the attendance of Alithea ;-
nt will be well fupphed in the remem-
f' brance




46 BHE RECE®SS; f&e.

brance that fhe is happy—indulgent hea-|
ven has given to her parents who grow
old in peace and virtue, a lover whol
knows not falfchood or ambition, and a
foul juftly grateful for bleflings beyond
all valuation—the faithful creature delays|
the happinefs of him fhe loves till he fhall
have conveyed this broken narrative into
the hands of Lady Pembroke ; nor do I
fear to truft him with it.—Dear, noble
friend, once more my foul fondly falutes|
you; beftow on my flight thofe pious
prayers with which virtue confecrates our

purpofes, and believe mine rife ever for
}’OU-

LADY PEMBROKE WRITES.

Hardly had I recovered from the fur-
prife and grief occafioned by the publication|
of this fweet creature’s {uppofitious death,
ere a ruftic demanded permiffionto fee me,
and myfterioufly delivered the wonderful
packet—alas, how affe&ing did I find it!

1 far
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far, however, from drying up my tears at
learning the angel yet lived, I looked with
serror on the future, left every following
Aday fhould multiply, or terribly finifh her
Imfmes Ah, dear Matilda! I cannot
igree with this fair vifionary, who {o eafily
adopts the romance of her lover.—Some-
“hing feems to affure me thouart ftillalive,
ind fuffering; and for thy fake I will pre-
“erve thefe melancholy memorials : alas !
Derhaps it were more generous to deftroy
iJlenl.

LETTER L

Dated Drogheda.

 FROM the fafe fhores of another king-
‘lom once more do I greet my friend.—
Alas! ill can we judge for ourfelves, dear
~ady Pembroke.
. Provided with a fleet horfe, I fet out to
-ﬁl_gw Effex, but {carce had I travelled a
gle day, cre my fhattered conflitution
/no longer able to fuftain the leaft toil)
ek la.imed two, to recover the fatigue of the

irft. During my ftay at the inn, my
k- vouth,
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youth, the delicacy of my perfon and man-
ners, with the air of referve I found it necef-
fary to affume, excited a curiofity my libera-
lity alone was able to bound, though even
that gave rife to fufpicions almoft equally |
dangerous. I began to fear that my {cheme |
would wholly fail in the execution; I |
hired, however, two ruftics, well recom-
mended as a guide, and an efcort, yet in |
travelling on the folitary mountains, of
Wales, often dared not turn my head |
over my fhoulder, left in my, guards I|
fhould .behold my murderers. My im-
paired health rendered the journey very |
tedious ; during its progrefs, 1 pafled for |
a poor youth followmg the fteps of iny |
father, and f"_lwr gone In a confumption— f
After immente fatigue, 1 arrived at length |
at the port; where I lmderﬁood with in- |
expreflible chagrin that Effex had em- |
barked for Ireland a week before.---Alas! |

|

a moment’s recolletion enabled me to
account for this, apparently, ftrange de-|!
fertion :---in my eagernefs to conceal my i
- favorite fcheme, I had forgotten to guard |

againft |}
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‘againft the chance of his being inform-
red of my fuppofed death ere 1 reached
hnn. On inquiry, I plainly perceived
‘that he had lefc {pies in the neighbour-
‘hood of St. Vincent’s Abbey when he
qu1tted it, who, mifled by report, had
‘haftened after hun with news of the me-
‘lanchely event. I learnt that he had dehycd
.cmffmo from time to time without giving
jany reafon for it, but“on being roufed bv
fthe arrival of two officers, he orderect the
ffeamen to be called in the dead of nighe,
|:and embarked the moment the tlcle fa-
Y#voured his departure.

|72 Though this information lcft me only
r‘rmy’fclf to reproach, it did not lefien my
tehagrin. I wandered toward the fhore to
pmeditate at leffure; it was ftll litcered
hn‘.’\\_fith foldiers and their '1ppf=ndages tney

" xdrln ing and uot —L\v ery thing I lu]ela,
‘ c;’eafed my fears of the voyage ; it was in-
ﬁed a tremendous project, to embark
Jiwith a numerous body of licentious men for
,{7an unknown countr) » while wrapt in myf{
ol VOL.I B tery
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tery myfelf, and without a proteftor.—
How if actuated by curiofity, or a lefs
excufable motive, they fhould guefs at my

fex, and pry into my ftory ? Perhaps

even the name of their general would
want influence to guard me. I turned
woman again, and trembled at the bare
idea. While irrefolute in what manner
to difpefe of my unfortunate felf, I ob-
ferved a body of travellers approaching,

and underftood with joy that it was Lady |

Southampton and her train, efcorted by
a chofen troop, for whom thofe I had
already feen waited.—1 bleft indulgent
heaven, which thus relieved me from the
cffects of my own indifcretion, and de-
manded to fee her---to {ee her was enough,
for with the penetration natural to her fex,
the inftantly knew me, and throwing her
arms around my neck, reproached me
with a generous freedom for having re-
tarded her journey, by obliging her to
wait in vain for my arrival : and finally;
for fhocking her with the fictitious ftory
of my death.---I explained to her my un-
cuarded conduct, and its motives---She

2 affured

s e e I
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aflured me that fhe dreaded the effe& it
might have en my lover, asher Lord had
not time to write more than that Effex was
in defpair for my lofs, nor dared he ven-
ture to leave him ; therefore conjured her
to confide herfelf to the care of the offi-
cers he mentioned, and follow with all
expedition.---This information doubled
the regret which had already feized on
me ; but to guard againft all fufpicion
and inquiry, 1 refolved to retain my maf-
euline habit, and pafs for one of Lady
Southampton’s pages, till fafely lodged
in Ireland.

.+ We arrived here laft night, and found
a letter from Lord Southampton, lament-
wg the impoffibility of waiting for his
Lady, without abandoning Effex to a gr.ef
which urged him to rathnefs and defpair;
he ended with conjuring her to remain
in this town till he had cenfidered how
{to difpofe of her fafely.—Oh, fortune, for-
|tune, how unfairly do we accufe thee, when
| folly alene has led us into crror! I am
|more ‘miferable than it is poffible to ex-

! Ea2 prafs.
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prefs. Lady Southampton would fain per-
{uade me that this overfight may eventually
prove lucky, as it will prevent my again
feeing Effex cre the death of his Lady.—
Ah! what alteration can her lofs make in
my fate ?—¢¢1 tell you, my watchful fiiend,
you cannot love my honor more than 1
do his fafety—Dbetween him and me there
is another bar not lefs infurmountable.—
Did not my fifter’s marrtage with a fa-
vorite of Elizabeth coft him his life?
Alas, perhaps hers too was facrificed !”—
Over her myfterious fate a dark veil carly
fell, dipt perhaps in the blood of her be-
foved—rather -may I fec my own veins
opened, than furvive fuch a calamity ; but
even at this moment it has perhaps fallen
on me, and I may be dying in Effex while
yet unconfcious of my fatc—oh, what
horrors take poffeffion of my foul at the
bare idea ! —ILady Southampton has
fealed her Englifh difpatches, and 1 can
only fay adien.
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LY B»T T E™R IT.
Dated Drogheda.

BOUND to this {pot, my generous
Ifriend, and dreading all which pafies be-
ryond it, hardly can my heart feel the congra-
itulationyoubeftow. Environed by enemics,
‘and rendered rafh by defpair, Effex now
irenounces the glorious vifions he pofiefled
imy imagination with, and refigns him-
i{elf wholly up to his command —Oh, that
ithe arrow which ftabs me fhould have
Ibeen fharpened by my own hand !—All
there is alarm, uncertainty, and confu-
ifion—we get and lofe in the courfe of
cevery day a paffage to our friends, nor
\dare we truft to that channel aught of im-
jportance.  Sir Coniers Chﬁ'ord with a
ichofen body of troops was yefterday fur-
irounded, himfelf and half his men cur
off immediately—among the officers was
:a relation of Lady Southampton’s ; fhe has
tbeen weeping the whole day for him.—
I[For my own part, confcious that I have not
i tear to {pare for common inflictions, T
F E 3 gather
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gather mine into my heart, which feels
ready to pour forth a deluge the moment
onc of my many fears thall be confirmed.—.
You can form no conception of the wants,
‘the woes, the horrible {fcenes we witnefs.—
Born and bred in the arms of luxury and
profperity, a diftant war but faintly affeéts
ur minds; but oh, how tremendous.
does it appear when once we are driven
into its tempeftuous feat !—death, ghaltly
death, affumes a bloody varicty of forms ;
while rapine, famine, ficknefs, and po-
verty, fearfully forerun him. :
I have hitherto thought my fifter’s fate
more confummately wretched than even my
own, but how is every evil lightened by
comparifon !—Beloved Matilda, born as
you were to woe, you faw but one bounded
prefpect of the infinitude the globe prefents.
to us ; the horrors of this were unknown
to you—uncomforting is the pillow of her
who fleeps within the found of a drum, and
fancies its every ftroke is fate.—Is this to
live? Ah no! it is to De continually

dying.
2 . This
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This country {o nearly allied to our

. own, yet offers to our view a kind of new

world ; divided into petty ftates, inve-
terately hating each other, it knows not
the benefit of fociety, except when
neceflity combines the various parties
againft a common enemy; yet, though
neceflity unites, 1t cannot blend them ;
the lealt ceflavon of general danger
awakens all their narrow partialities and
prejudices, which continually break out
with bloody violence. The advantages
of commerce, the charms of litera-
ture, all the graces of civilization,
which at once enrich the mind, and form
the manners, are almoft unknown to this

| people ; with a favage pride they fancy

their very wants virtue, and owe to their

-poverty an unregulated valor, which often

enables them to contend with well-difci-

plined troops, whom they fometimes de-
feat by mere want of knowledge ; at others,
on the contrary, they obftinately purfue
an unequal conteft, while fpeculating
reafon turns away from the bloody fcene,
vainly confcious that their mingled bodies

E 4 ftrew
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ftrew the earth, only becaufe no bene-
volent being has yet deigned to attempt
the conquelt of their minds. |
How deeply muft fuch reflections operate
upon a heart bound up in the life of the ac-
complifhed leader ! endued with but the
common powers of humanity, expofed with
the reft, alike to the fword and to the ele-
ments, he, even he, muft one day perith ;
and while I weep the wretches every hour
deprives of their beloved protectors, I
know not but thatI mayat the fame moment
be added to the number.—Ah, if defpair
{hould 1mpel Effex,—his na tuml heroifm
nr:eds no fuch incentive,—fhould he fall,
unconf{cious of my yet furviving, tothatfatal
though well defigned artifice I thould for
LVGI‘ impute his lofs, and die for having
feigned to do fo. ;
A wild fancy has taken ftrange poﬁ"cf'-
fion of my mind—Lady Southampton fays
it is madnefs; perhaps it really is fo,
but 1 can think of nothing elfe : fhe, how-
ever is too timid to _]udge-—fhe will pafs

her whole life here I really believe. _
Were
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“Were I but for a moment to behold
pat expreffive countenance,—were I by
kind of refurrection again to '1ppe:1r be-
are him !
Something ftrangely impels me—a
hofen troop are now fetting out.—1I fhall
te fafe under their protetion.—Ah, if
nis ungovernable impulfe fhould be but
‘prefentiment of his danger—never, ne-
eer Thould I forgive myfelf were [ to leave
jim, wounded and dying, to the care of
werfens comparatively indifferent.
¢ Argue no longer, my dear impertunate
riend, [ will go, but depend on my
aftening  back.”—Lady Southampton
'vould have made a wretched love for
iffex ; fhe is the moft apprehenfive of
mmen, but fhe was not born to mate
vith that afpiring hero.

THE
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A Silence fo tedious will make you
number me among the dead; recover
yourfelf, my beloved friend—born to a
perpetual conteft with ill fortune, I fink
not even yet under the oppreffion.—I have
been colleting all my thoughts to purfue
my ftrange recital, more ftrange indeed
every day.

In|

|
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|
| Inourway towards Ulfter, we were in-
telcepted by a body of thc rebellious
Irith, and a defperate fkirmifh enfued.—
How fhall I own it, and call myfelf the
love of Effex? yet fo it was—I, whe
had been fo valiant in imagination, and
remote from the field of attion—I, who
had in fancy lifted a fword with the
ftrength of Geliah, and interpofed a fhield
'before Eflex, heavier perhaps than myfelf,
fhrunk into annihilation at the bare fight
of the conflict; and the faintings which
Iaid me among the flain, perhaps alone
faved me from being added to their
number. I revived in the hands of
fome ferocious women, who in {lripping
the dead, had difcovered at one moment
that I yet lived, and was of their own fex.
Induced either by a fentiment of huma-
‘mity, or the hope of a reward, they liftened
to my eager fupplications for life, and
eonveyed me to a neighbouring cabin ;
whither they fummoned a prieft, who
opened a vein in my arm. On feebly

re-
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reviving once more, I caft my eyes round
in fpeechlefs aftonifhment, fcarce know-
ing whether I fhould think my efcape a
blefing. I was environed by a fet of
beings who 1n complexion zlone bore any
refemblance to myfelf, their language,
manners, and lives, feeming no more ana-
logous, than thofe of the inhabitants of the
Torrid Zone. 1 laboured in vain to com-
prehend them, or to make myfelf under-
ftood, and was in defpair giving up the
attempt, when the prieft already .men-
tioned came to my relief. Through his
means I informed them that the Lord De-
puty would redeem me at any ranfom,
provided they fecured me from danger
and infult. I {hould, I believe, have en-

fured my own fafety, had not the victo- |

rious party learnt, by fome ftraggler, that

an Englith woman of diftinguithed rank

had been difcovered among the flain,
They eagerly turned back to demand me,
and the hope of reward alike influencing
my prefervers to keep me in their hands,
a difpute no lefs fierce, though not fo

bloody,
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oloody, as that I had before witnefled,
‘ollowed ; it was too violent to be com-
promifed, and at length, as the only way
‘0 prevent nmlder, both parties agreed that
[ fhould be put into the h'tn(ls of their
General, Tiroen ; or, as fome called him,
O’Neal. Intreaties or refiftance would
have been equally vain, and I was obliged
‘0 rejoice that they thought me of confe-
guence enough to ac {o honourably by me.
During tlns interval, onc of the fer-
vants deputed by Lady Southampton im-
medntely to attend on me, having lin-
zered a few minutes behind the Enghfh
troop, followed to rejoin them at the mo-
ment of the onfet: the found of the
firing reached him ere he fell in with
the {couts, and clapping {purs to his horfe,
he flew back to the village we all had
lately quitted, there to wait in fafety the
‘event of the conteft: at this place he
was informed a band of rebels had iffued
out from an ‘ambufcade formed in the
neighbouring mountain: and while he
was wavering what ftep to take, the
news

ar
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news of my fex and capture fuddenly
reached him; ftruck with the idea  of
fome important myftery, as well from my
difguife as the cautions of his Lady, ke
haftened back tq her with the firange in-
telligence. The generous but timid Lady
Southampton, imprefled folely with the
idea of my danger, wrote, inftantaneoufly
to Effex, briefly reciting all he did not
know of my ftory, and ftrongly conjuring
him to exert his utmoft influence to pre-
ferve me from danger or infult.

But who fhall paint the feelings of
Eiflex, when this {urprifing intelligence
firft reached him ! intelligence which, !
in one moment, opened all thofe fources
of tendernefs in his foul grief and de- .
fpair had well nigh congealed. To think
1 ftll lived would have been confummate |
‘happinefs, had I not been thus unaccount= |
ably fratched away, even at the very mo-
ment of my miraculous renovation : {o
fingular a complication of events almoft
deprived him of his fenfes, and wrought
ampulfe up to agony. Perhaps the laft

un-




ieE E REEE B SIS\ &%. 63

untoward incident of my life was necef-
fary to fave his brain from partaking the
diftractions of his mind:—fick at the
heart of an incurable forrow—fatigued
with the cares of government, and the
flavery of command, the news of m
exiftence and capture made him find in
diftinftions hitherto fo oppreflive, the fole
profpect of recovering a treafure, which
alone could give value to his future
life.

From the knowledge acquired in his mili-
:ary command, Effex was enabled to decide
on the chara&er of Tiroen—he juftly be.
lieved it unprincipled and ungovernable ;
ow muft he tremble then to recolle& that
my fate was in his hands ! In a conjunture
‘o dangerous he refigned himfelf entirely
ap to the guidance of an impaffioned
heart, and difpatched an officer of rank,,
charging the arch-rebel, by the blood of
thoufands yet unfpilt, not to exafperate the
Englith, and himfelf in particular, by
maltreating the lady fortune had thiown
‘nto his power; for whofe ranfom any

fum
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- fum was tendered her captors fhould de- |
~ mand.

This rafh and impetuous addrefs had
confequences only lefs dangerous  than
thofe it guarded againt. Tiroen unfor-
tunately dlfcovered at once that he had
the happinefs of the Lord Deputy in his
keeping ; and though he flattered him
from time to time with promifes of noble
treatment, he fecretly determined, no
doubt, that if he ever parted with me,
it fhould be upon his own terms.

It was not uill feveral of thefe meflages
had pafled, that Tiroen’s curiofity led
him to pay mea vifit: the attention cxcited
by my mafculine habit had led me imme-
diately to requeft one more fuited "to
my fex ; and the delicate fituation I ftood
in, obliging me to condu& myfelf with
the utmoft caution, I had thought it pe-
culiarly fortunate to efcape the notice of ,
the General. '

The continual repetition of his tedioug
vifits, when once he had feen met ; the!
Javith fupply of fuch accommodations as|

that

— e e
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ithat ravaged country then afforded—an
.obftinate filence on the ftate of my affairs,
.and the moft wearifome difcuffions of his
wown, all too foon convinced me that
hnenhex his pride, his ambition, or his fe-’
irocity, had been able to guard the heart
of Tiroen from that powerful paffion
\which invigorated the being of his dif-
itinguifhed rival—I trembled at recollect-
ing that I was wholly in his power—
alread) misjudged as the voluntary mif-
arefs of Effex, unwilling to announce
-:myfelf and unable, had T done fo, t
I;Erove my right to diftinttion, mine
was indeed a fearful fituaton. I was
ot allowed to hold any correfpondence
}\_A:‘lﬂl the Englith, and only knew by the
pwatch kept over me, that a human being
iwas anxious for my releafe.

Whatever confequences might enfue
from my appearing pleafed with the diftinc-
;iions lavifhed on me by Tiroen, I felt eve-
xy day more fenfibly that I had no other
;means of aveiding the licentious infolence
qf his officers; \\‘10 fancied their fervices

You. IiI. F {o
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{o important to the caufe they had efpoufed,
as to {ecure their conduct from too frict a
{crutiny.
Tiroen meantime fought occafions to
break off, renew, and prolong, the fecrer
. intercourfe in which he had now engaged
with Effex ; but a lingering treaty agreed
not with the fiery impatience of that un-
fortunate hero. His divided foul ro longer
attended to the duties of his command—the
bufinefs of the war was at an end—Eflex
was no Jonger a cool and prudent General,
watchful to feize every advantage, and
harafs the enemy—alas, he was now only
a wild and extravagant lover, ready to fa-
crifice every confideration to the recovery
of one adored individual.—Delivered up
to paflion, to terror, to agony, to every
torturing excefs of overftrained fenfibility,
at this fatal period the generous Effex was.
gradually facrificing the whole renown of
a life hitherto fo glorious. The news of
Tiroen’s love crowned his misfortunes; and
that execrable traitor, determined to bring,.
if pofiible, the Lord Deputy to his terms,
by various emiffaries had him informed of"
2 plets



THE RECESS &. o7

.plots he never laid aguinft me, and re-
pulfes he never fuitained ; always {peci-
-oufly difowning {uch defigns, in terms cal-
~culated only to redouble the fufpicions of
his rival.

By artifices like thefe the warlike talents
‘and dignified mind of Effex were kept in
.abfolute fubjection ; ke no longer dared
1to exert the valour which burned proudly
:at his heart, but ftifling every emotion
lTove did not excite, he eagerly engaged
iin ‘a fecret and dangerous treaty.—The
irafh  propofal of Eflex to confer with
' Tiroen from the oppofite banks of a rivu-
\fet, I imputed to the paffionate defire a
lover ever has to judge of the perfon and
talentsof the manwho dares to rival him:—
this interview could not be kept a fecret—
alas, perhaps it decided .the fortine of
(the Lord Deputy.—Misjudged from that
imoment by a bufy world which f{ees only
the furface of :things, to timidity, to ava-
rice, to indelence, to ambition, by turns,
aas been .afcribed -an incident, of which
tove had all the merit or the fhame.—Ah !
aad" the erronscus mulditude confidered
= Bz but
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but a moment, furely they had difcerned a
myftery in his conduét.—What could
~ambition, glory, pride, require, he did
not poflefs already ? If to hold the moft
abfolute {way over the moft abfolute of
Sovereigns could gratify thofe withes,
they were gratified.—Rather, ye bufy
Many, learn to pity than condemn the
generous frenzy of a bleeding heart which:
boldly facrificed every thing to an over-
ruling, an irrefiftible paffion—a paffion
mine muft break to anfwer—and it wil/
break.—Oh ! my fhook brain, how wild
1t wanders !—

Gay vifions of a higher, happier
{phere, where are ye? ah! deign to
gild awhile this gloomy world !—how
inexpreflibly fweet are at intervals the
trances of my mind ! care, forrow,
fuffering, mortality itfelf is forgotten ;
abforpt in a bright obfcure, every high-
wrought feeling hovers on the verge
of a long cternity—fye on this earthy

cover-
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covering, how it drags down my foul, my
foaring foul !

I wake from thefe day dreams, and re-
turn to my {ubje@—in fruidefs and tedious
negotiations were thus confuming thofe
days we would in vain recall, thofe impor-
tant days fraught with the very fate of the
nobleft of mankind. ;

The long delays, the eternal difap-
pointments, exhaufted my patience ;
agitated by a thoufand apprehenfions
which no lefs concerned my lover than
myfelf, mifery once more ftruck her iroa
fangs through my quivering heart. Com-
pelled to ftruggle with a foul juftly con-
{cious of virtue; to fupport an apparent
tranquillity ; to adopt an artificial cha-
ratter ; to {uffer Tiroen to delude him-
{felf into a perfuafion that the tye between
me and Effexwas difhonourable, left an un-
‘certain one fhould want power to reftrain
him, how many implicated "indignities
~did T patiently endure !—Perfecuted with
b Ll his

.
- =l b
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his bafe folicitaticns ; overwhelmed witls .
bribes as {plendid as they were contempt- -
ible, .1 could ward off his expectations.
only by a feint my nature difdained. In-
anfwer to his unbounded offers, and ten-
der proteftations, I one day bade him re-
member that in thofe inftances he could not
furpafs the generous lover he fought to
rival ; for that it was in the power of Effex
to give me every thing but his zitle.—Ti-
roen paufed indignantly for a moment, and
my heart exulting in its artifice, fondly
hoped the {pectres of his whole line of royal
anceftors would fweep before him, pre-
cluding every idea of a union fo difhonor-
able. His whole eftimation, and the fuc-
cefs of the war depended, I well knew,
on his retaining the affections of the peo-
ple, and how could he hope for thofe if -
ke difgraced the blood of the O’Neals?
He f{carce credited the boldnefs of idea
which appeared in this hint of mine, and -
ftruck with a perfuafion that I muft be of
fome fuperior rank to dare thus to elevate
my eyes to him, he once more attempted to-
dive
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dive into a fecret fo carefully and ob-
ftinately concealed. I was however on
my guard, and funk again into my ori-
ginal obfcurity.  Stll eager to poflefs
a woman he could not efteem, he-at laft
aflured me (after having obferved that an
engagement to a lady of his own fa-
mily alone held his party together)
that he would bind himfelf in private by
every tye I thould dictate. 1 unwarily re-
plied, the condu& and love of Effex
had been fo. unqueftionably noble, that
nothing but a fuperior and public mar-
riage could vindicate me even to myfelf,
in breaking wids him.—Tliroen’s look and
anfwer made me fenfible at once of the
danger of this {peech, and that in leav-
ing him without hope, I had left my-
felf without fafety. I felt from this
moment like a wretch entirely devor-
ed ; and under the name of indifpo-
fition (of which indeed I had fufficient
reafon to complain) I procured from a
furgeon who bled me, a quantty of Ii-
quid laudanum, fome portion of which
o> N F 4 I pre-
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I'pretended to take every night, but in re-
ality referved the whole of it for that fatat
one which fhould confirm my fears.

Such were the fufferings of Lffex and

myfelf, while the two camps were in fight

of each other, and nothing but the moft |

guarded vigilance could prevent the in-
cenfed Englith from coming to adtion.—
I was one evening alone in the tent allotted
to me (for Tiroen would never truft me in
any neighbouring fort or town), which,

from thc alcent 1t was pltchcd on, com-
manded the whole valley, and looking
wich tearful eyes towards the increafing

:
!

ﬁ

fires in the Enghth camp, when Tiroen |

approached me unawares—his complex-
lm was fluthed with wine, and his eyes and
r fhewed a determination at which my
nature fhuddered :—no longer regarding
decorum or  refpect, his manners made
me in a moment f{enfible that I had de-
terred taking my laudanum too long.—An
1dea, at which T have never yet ceafed to
wonder, fuggefted itfelf to my mind ; and
while fluctuating between the poffible and
im-
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impoflible, I a little foothed the boifter-
ll'ous wretch at whofe profligate vows I
embled :—intoxication deprived him of
the guard he had fo long kept over his lips
—imagining himfelf already pofleffed of
“the beloved of Effex, Tircen could not for-
bear vaunting of the addrefs which fecured
her to him.—I learnt with equal horror
‘and amazement, that the long delay my
“capture -and the fubfequent treaties had
‘occafioned in the war, were all concerted
ftrokes of diabolical policy to ruin the
fair fame of the Lord Deputy ;—that
during thefe fatal treaties, he himfelf
had fent the moft indubitabx proofs
to Elizabeth of the mifccuduét of her
General, and had every.reafen to fuppofe
he would immediately*be recalled, and
ignominioufly punifhed—{atisfied that {lie
could never felect another equany dear to
the army, on which every thing in war
depended.— I turned with ineffable
difdain towards the monfter. ——Oh, -
that an eye-beam could have killed him !
—Engrofied, however, by #his various.
' views,
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views, inflated with felf-love and ap=r |
plaufe, and confuled with wine, he faw: |
not a glance which would inftantaneoufly’
have unfolded my whole heart, to the: !
execrable, the ungenerous traitor; uns |
worthy the race he {prung from, and -the"
fword he drew.—He continued to expa-
tiate on his hopes of wholly expelling”
the Englith, and afcending the throne of
Ireland : but what after this unwary and:
black difcovery could his views be to me?
A thoufand dangers were prefling upon my
foul, and a thoufand proje@s floating in my
brain: I had hardly temper or recollection
tomethcze any ;—while he continued to
charm himick with the difclofure of all |
his vanity and =mbition, hatred and hor=
ror nerved m}r.,.-éart with courage to ex-
ecute a firange defign, the defperation of
fuch a moment alone could have {uggefted..
Convinced, by the tenor of his difcourfe
and conduét, that T could efcape his licen-
tious purpofes only by feigning an inten-
tion of yielding to them, T {fmoothed my
agonized features into a {mile which al-
2y moft
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mwoft ftiffened to a.convulfion, and com-
plained of thirft—a glafs of water ftood
by, of which I dmnk—mchmuon no lefs
than gallantry, made him infift on pledg--
ing me; but refufing to give him the
water without wine, I mixed it with an ofhi-
eioufnels perhiaps but.too obvious, adding
the whole quantity of laudanum provided
for myfelf. The hafteand tremor attending
fo dangerous a. tranfa&ion, might well
rha\'e excited diftrutt in him at any t]me,
imuch more at fuch a crifis; but not in &
teondition to obferve very ftrictly, and de-
llighted with a condelcenficn on my part.
jalike new and unexpeted, in a tranfport
tof gallantry he dropt on his knees, and
juniting my name with his-own, cemented:
“both with that of happinefs : that long loft
blefling feemed to tremble back into my
heart as he eagerly fwallowed the beverage.
Sleep had betore hovered over his eyelids;.
it was now forerun by ftupefaction. The
hour of reft arrived; but the women who
ufually flept in the outer tent came not near”
it—I could not doubt but thaltheir ab-
fence was owing to the previous orders
given
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given by the General, and falling on
my knees, “entreated him who armed the
Affyrian with courage voluntarily to dare
the fitvation into wlmh I was brought un-
confenting, to bear me boldly and fafely;
through it. A fortitude equal to the dan-
ger, feemed to {pring from the addrefs and
the occafion.—The regimental cloak Ti-

roen had thrown off on entering, ferved tol
cover my mafculine habit, which 1 re.,

fumed with expedidon : it was a cloak fo;
remarkable, and famihar to every eyc in

the camp, as almoft to enfure my fafecy.’
1 overweighed my throbbing temples with

his warlike plume, and finally, drawing
from his finger a fignet to produce if necel-
fary, I boldly grafped his dagger to de-
cide my fate fhould I be difcovered, and
ilued forth a fecond Judith.

I had warily marked the progrefs of the
night ; the laft watch had now gone by,
and the time was paft when it was proba-
ble any officer fhould be ftisring of note
enough to addre(s the Gcnem]. 1 had
heard Tigeen fay it was his common prac-

tice to walk the camp at night, and}

n
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'a that confidence ventured to pafs for
‘iim Scarce had I gone a hundred
yaces when the homaore of the centinels
ffured me that the counterfcxt Wwas un--
lifcovered.

““With an agitated heart I paffed from
pne to another, guided only by the dif’
qant lights (for Tiroen always pitched
ais camp on a hill) all near the advanc-
¢d cruard I then retired behind a large
éent, and difrobing myfelt of their Gene-
Jrai’s accoutrements, put on a common’
hat 1 had carried for that purpofe :—what
were my terrors when having reached the
confines of the camp, now doubly watch-
ed, I prefented the fignet as a proof that
I was fent on earneft bufinefs.—The guard
hefitated, but after tedioufly debating,
awvhile I went through tortures, they judged
it prudent to admit a token which alone
:could have enabled me to reach them, and
(I was fuffered to pafs.

. I fhot like an arrow from a bow when
tonce thefe dreaded limits were overleaped,
{fearce daring to addrels my very foul to
heaven,
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heaven, left one loft: moment fhould un= |

do me.
Whether my eyes had deceived me inthe
imagined nearnefs of the-Englith camp, or

my trembling and unguided feet had wan- |

-dered wide of it, I knew not; but forely weré

they bliftered ere I appreached its limits— |
piercing through thickets which tore alike' |
my garments and my flefh, wich {pirits! |

fainting even to death, I- fudden]y heards
a fcout give the watch-word in Englifh.
Overjoyed to think myfelf fafe, I unhap-/
pily wanted prefence of mind to pronounce'

.a fingle fyllable, and the officious foldier:

-miftaking me for a {py, levelled his piece,’
and inftantly pierced my fide—My {pirits

”n
i

|
|

were no longer.equal to contending with:

danger, or with death, and the fear of

.difcovery being the prevailing fentiment’

~of my fex, I feebl y conjur cd the man,
if he hoped fer parden, to bear me to
the tent of the Lord Deputy. The de-

licacy of my complexion and clothes
had already furprifed the inadvertent®

foldier—he guickly . called together fome

of
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of his companions, who affifted in laying
me on a hurdle, and bearing me toward
the tent of Eflex. The morning was
now broke—I faw the early beams of the
un emblazon the golden ernaments of the
General’s tent—{ome officers came out
of it as I approached.—My heart, from
which life feemed every moment ready
o iffue, made a courageous effort to
solle® into idelf the fcattered prin-
ciples of a being I appeared on the
very point of refi igning. I fancied ere
Effex yet fpoke, 1 heard the voice fo
Jear to me—I fancied ! ah, I indeed faw
um rufh forward on the firft hint;
nut, root-bound as it were, he ftopped
nefore he came to me, and fent his very
‘oul forth in a groan.—¢¢ Yes, Eflex,” cried
,» extending my feeble hand, ¢ the wretch
aeaven did not allow to live in thy arms, is
bleft with.its next indulgence in being per-
mitted to die there.” But how fhall I
lefcribe the tearful tranfports, the touch-
ng agonies of his recovered intellects !
~ funk under the keen ecftafy of the mo-
' ment,
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ment, and long faintings fucceeded, oc-
cafioned by my lofs of blood, that once
more brought me to the very verge of
the grave.

The amiable Lady Southampton came
at the inftance of her coufin, and gave,
by her prefence, a decorum to my fitua-
tion it had long wanted. Every effort
of art was exerted to foothe my broken
{pirits, and ftrengthen my exhaufied frame.
He, who alone Could give efficacy to me-
dicine, hovered ever near, and when
fpeech was interdicted, by affe@ionate
looks . fuftained me. —Ah how pleafant
were even thefe fuﬁelmgs' how dehghz-
ful was it to colle¢t back into my heart:
thofe gentle impulfes war and terror had
driven from their home!—to afhance
my foul in filence to its only Lord, and.
to fancy that whatever fate heaven thould
hereafter ordain him, mine could no lon-
ger be divided from it !

As foon as my amended health allowed,
I entered into a detail of all that had
pafled fince Lord Effex left me at St

Vincent’s
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|Vincent’s Abbey. He in return in-
itormed me, that the lethargy into which
‘Tiroen was plunged by the laudanum I
thad fo haftily adminiftered, was very
mear being fatal to him, as the utmoft
.effort of care and medicine could only
preferve him the faculty of breathing ; fince
to’' difturb his deep and unwholeforne
flumbers always threw him into a dan-
g"lO]S delirium. The cour: wgeous effort
‘by which I had recovered my I:belty, he
added, {till formed the whole converfation
%f both camps. I blefled the awful power
whg fa.ved me the guilt of murdering even
2. \111:1111 and did not 1mmedrately re-
mark that Effex gave me no farther in-
fermation.
b:l too foon, however, learnt from Lady
Southampton the painful truths my Lord
fought to hide—that Elizabeth had incef-
fantly urged himto profecutea war which his
fears for me had hicherto iuzpended but
\hndmg at length that both intreaties and
comman Is were loft upon him, fhe at length
Vou. I11. G orew
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orew cold and difgufted. His friends m
England had given him but too much rea-
fon to believe that his enemies were gra-
" dually acquiring the afcendancy in her heart,
he as gradually loft; fince all her favors
were lavithed on Sir Walter Raleigh, the
houfe of Cecil, and the Earl of Nottingham,
a party who had long meditated the down-
fal of Effex and Southampton, of which

they now fpoke as a certainty; and that

even the common people beheld with
difcontent the flow progrefs of the war
in Ireland, nor could Effex any longer
depend upon popularity.

The unguarded friend who made me
this recital, engroffled by her own fhare
in it, forgot how it interefted me. 1

called to mind the information fent by-

Tiroen to Elizabeth, which but too well
accounted for the Queen’s anger and
difguft, and conceived at once all its
probable confequences. Efiex, unlike
all other favorites, could never be brought
to know any claim to fuperiority but
merit—incapable of thofe little arts

by




8
THE RECESS, &c. ;
re-

Hby which mean fouls attach the infidi-e
\ous train of fycophants a Court always
.abounds with; he had ever {corned a-
partial monepoly, and politic diftribution,
«of pofts and places.———The mercenary
wretches, who had bowed to him in vain,
‘paid their court'to his enemies with more
ifuccefs, and inftiru&ted by them in every
weaknefs of the favorite, were ever ready
iito ftrengthen any prejudice the Queen
rmight conceive againft him. A thoutand
ifears incident to age and decaying power
~were thus cherifhed in her, which magnified
by paffions time itlelf could never alhy
might too probably ftamp the bafe intelli-
| gence of Tiroen with the fatal authority of
1unbiaffed truth, and give to the inattivity
‘of Effex the appearance of rtreafon.—
‘Such a train of circumftances could
Ihardly fail to ftagger a mind in full
ppofleffion of the nobleft and "moft im-
partial _]udgmnnt what then might we
ot fear from a Sovereign alwws nflu-
venced by prejudices each pafing day
Iftrengthened, by mifenfibly impairing her
ireafon ? Fertunately, through an extrava-
(7 2 gance
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2ince of dotage which almoft punifhed
the errors of her youth, thofe prejudices
~had hitherto united in his favor :—yet
while I perceived but a fingle chance
againit him, my foul fhrunk from the idea
of entrufting his life with her.

To give Lord Effex the opportunity of
vindicating himfelf to Elizabeth, 1 re-
folved to account for her condut; and
divulged to him the inadvertent acknow-
ledgment made by Tiroen, during our laft
memorable interview, of his own perfidy
and difimulation. A generous {carlet burnt
on the cheek of Effex while ke execrated
the traitor; but ftruck immediately with
a full conviction of the confequences that
might refult from this bafe intelligence, he
iuddenly formed theextraordinary refolution
of returning to England to juftify his honor.

This determination no lefs thocked than
furprifed me; far from imagining my in-
formation would lead to fo wild a pro-
jeét, I rather fuppofed it would fuggeit to
him the impoffibility of ever revifiting Eng-
land, unlefs the reduflion of Ulfter was
fully accomplithed, In truth, I dared

not
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‘not confels my fears that even then to re-
main with the army alone could enfure
his fafety.—Every reafon I could urge,
or Southampton enforce, were however in
his judgment feebler than his own—his
honor was picqued, and nothing could hin-
der him from vindicating it.—Perfuaded
that a ftep as bold as this alone would con-
vince Elizabeth of his innocence, and accui-
romed to regain, whenever he appeared,
that influence over her, his enemies had
often encroached on in his abfence, he
affured himfelf he need only be feen to
triumph, and concluded a truce, as the
preliminary to his departure.
The pride of fex, fenfibility, and ho-
" nor, contended with the leading pafiion
of my nature, and taught me to difdain
over-ruling him I could not convince :—
neverthelefs, I almoft funk umder the
conflit.—The frightful fituadon in which
1 had been placed fince my arrival in Ire-
land, made me obftinately refufe to con-
“tinue there whenever Effex fhould leave
it; and the curiofity I had excited alike
by my bold efcape, and wound, made
G 3 it

v
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it hazardous to commit me to the charge
of any officer left behind.  Surrounded
with friends, relations, and dependents,,
. Etiex (fuch is the painful uncertainty
ever attending on elevated rank) knew
ot one to whom he could fafely intruft {o-
delicate a care. The generous South-
ampton, determined to fhare the fate of his-
-friend by accompanying him, propofed
to unite that of his Lady with mine, by
fhipping us off ere they embarked, with
fervants they thould mutually feleét ; ap-
parently bound for France, butin faét for
ithe cealt of Cumberland. In the moft ro-

* mantic and folitary part of that remote:

county the Wriothefleys had long owned
a caftle, where malice itfelf would hardly
feck, and certainly never find us; there
he aflured Effex we might repofe in peace,
till they fhould return again to Ireland..
I felt all the merit of this proje&t, by
which the amiable Southampton robbed.
himfelf of the dear fociety of his wife,
merely to do honor to the beloved of
his iriend ; and adopted it with the ut-

moft
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moft mgcrnei’s, from the hope that if the

bufy tranfmitters of Lord Effex’s actions

had ever mentioned me, this total {epa-
ration would extinguith all jealoufy in the
mind of Elizabeth; who I knew would
much fooner overlook the lofs of an army
than his heart.

Although Effex knew not how to place

!me happily in Ireland, it was with pain

he confented to my quitting it; but find-
ing me obftinately partial to Lord South-
ampton’s defign, he propofed my re-
fuming my mafculine difguife, and fe-
le¢ted a veflel whofe captain was devoted
to him, having ordered a lighter one to
be prepared for himfeif.

So fad a prefentiment fhivered my foul
on the morn appointed for our embarka-
tion, that it was the utmoft effort of my
principles to fuffer Effex to a& in confor-
mity to his. I had previoufly infifted that
he thould fail at the fame moment with my-
felf, to end my fears of that formidable
favage Tiroen; and when Le entered my
chamberto conduct me to the fhip, my heart

G4 qQui-

’.
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quivered on lips which had no longer,
the power to utter a {yllable.—He be-
fought, he conjured me, to fupport my
finking fpirits : ¢ the higheft hopes,” he
added, with an air of fincerity, ¢ elevated '
his own; that it had always been his
pride, his pleafure, to deferve the diftinc-
tions lavifhed on him by the Queen; and
whatever views he had formed when hea-
ven fhould call her hence, he could not
reiolve even by ingratitude, much lefs.
treachery, to fhorten her days who had |
crowned his with glory.  Doubt not,” con-
cluded he, ¢ my love, but I {hall recover
all my influence, and remember when
next we meetit is to part no more.”
Ill-omened feemed that fentence to
me—1I fancied too his voice founded hol-
low—I1 fancied !—alas, every dire chi-
mera fenfibility prefents to-an impaffioned
heart, took full pofiefiion of mine; yet,
as to exert the leaft influence at fo trying
a moment was to render myfelf account-
able for his future fate, I oppofed every
cnnobling fentiment to an ungovernable

paflion,
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‘paffion, and herotcally refigned bim up to
this duty.
| We quitted the port at the fame inftant ;
e fteering for that neareft the Irifh coaft,
1 for the North of England.—Both by
‘confent remained on the deck with fouls
ffixed on each other, till the beloved indi-
vidual vanifhed, and the veilel feemed an
object only lefs dear; that at length dimi-
oifhed to a cloud, the cloud fhrunk to a
fpeck, and the fpeck became invifible.—
ﬁl threw myfelf on my bed, and, giving
‘way to the tears I had hitherto fiifled, I
efought the Almighty to guard him he
ad fo eminently dlf'tmrrmihed
5 Compaffion had mduccd Effex to con-

‘ent to our taking on board an old officer
who had been defperately wounded.
The intenfe ficknefs produced by the ele-
nent, caufed his wounds to open, which
bbliged us to put back and land him, or
acrifice his life to our convenience ; and
his unforefeen delay expofed us to a
calamity as lafting as it was grievous.

! Launched
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Launched a fecond time on thofe reft-
lefs furges to which alone I could coms-
pare my own perturbed foul, the next
day brought the comparifon ftill nearer— |
A dreadful tempeft arofe, nor were we
within reach of any port. The enraged
and howling winds drove the veflel at
pleafure a thoufand times fidelong into:
the deep, and the 1mpctuous and toam—
ing waves threw it up again with equal
violence. ~ We remained ftupified
with terror ; fhut down with our wo-
men in the cabin, the rapid motions and
cries of the feamen, the wremendous
cracks and groans of the veflel, united
with- the warring elements te make that
fate indifferent every moment broughr,
nearer. Lo prepare my mind for the im-
pending event, I, however recollected,
with due gratitude to heaven, that the
light veffel in which Effex failed, had
doubtlefs made a near port, ere the ﬁormt
began, and landed him in fafety.

I pondered once more on that wond
ful character-[ had fo often confidered. d
faw, however frong the predominaf

foibls




THE REEE 58, & qr

Loible of Lord Effex, it ftill gave way to
fredtitude; and fearful the paflion which
jied him towards me might one day affect
fnis fafety, 1 bent to the awful God. who:
sthus in thunder called away its weak
aind helplefs obje&t ; not without admir-
ling the fingularity of that deftiny; which
by interring me in the ocean, fecured the
-forged death and funeral 1 had publifhed:
{lfor myfelf, from ever being difcovered.
i1 Strengthened, if not confoled, by thefe
bideas, 1 {ought to cheer my no lefs fuffer—
fing friend ; “who rejeéting alike. food and
Feomfort, refigned herfelf wholly up to
ficknefs, faintings, and f{orrow.—Ah,
Piwho thall fay we fuffer in vain! the feel-
Ungs of the foul, like the organs of fight,
fgam ftrength by ufe, till'we d‘_‘I.I”C to ana-
i1yze that fate we once could not have ven-
itured to confider ; while the refined and ex-
Pquifite fenfe of mental anguifth, which ren-.
Fders us fuperior to common evils, often”
<crwes an apparent {ublimity to efforts which
iare lictle in our own cftimation.—Lady
' Southampton, yet diftinguithed by nature,
fortune, love, clung to ‘thofe rich poflef-
fions,.

i
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fions, and fhrunk from the awful immor-
tality which threatened every moment to
take place of them, while I, accuftomed
to calamity, faw in death only its termina-
tion.—Ske liftened to me with wonder, and
this inftance of fortitude impreffed her mind
with a reverence for my charaéter, me
could never obliterate.

The fudden abatement of the ﬁorm
contributed little to our fafety; as th
fhip, ill czleulated for fuch a confliét]|
had bulged upon a rock, and now filled
fo faft with water, that the utmoft dili
gence of the crew could hardly fave us’
from finking.—The fight of land, ere the !
‘evening clofed, had fcarce power tol
cheer, for a moment, wretches who no-
more hoped to behold the dawning of the
morn.— Lo the uproar and turbulence of

the ftorm a filent horror and defolation
“had now fucceeded fcarce lefs fhocking,
Midnight was hardly turned ere a dli-‘
mal univerfal cry informed us that the
veflel was finking—Jady Southmﬂptm{
threw her arms helplefsly round me, and me .

‘unmm—
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;}unprincipled part of the crew, burfling
finto our cabin, increafed the horrors of
Jthe moment by opening our coffers, and
jgathering together their moft valuable
peontents : an officer followed, who tak-
ang our hands in filence, led us toward
ithe deck :—two boats were now prepar-
!'iillg—the laft melancholy hope we had
Lof  exiftence.—The captain, who hap-
[ pily owed every thing to Effex, informed
jus, that as the larger boat had the bet-
iter chance, he had fixed on placing us in
Ithat, ere the {cattered crew could collet,
and by prefling too numercufly, rob us
iof a laft hope.—We were conveyed into
the boat while he was yet {peaking, but
the failors fo impetuoutly followed, regard-
ilefs of the captain’s remonftrances and
‘commands, that our danger feemed hard-
dy diminifhed by the removal. ~——The
‘change neverthelefs encouraged each indi-
' vidual to an exertion from whence the gene-
;:;ja,l fafety was afcertained. Entirely envelop-
‘ed in the only watch-coat which had been
taken from the wreck, Lady Southamp-

2 ton
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ton and myfelf (who were the only women
faved) knew but by the voices of our
companions whether life, or death, was to
be expetted—the fea ran high, and the
orey dawn prefented to our eager eyes |
.a coaft, which we were informed was that of
Scotland, at no great diftance; an old
caftle appeared, on a fharp projection of
the land, whofe folid battlements feemed
proof againft every attack of art and na- |
‘ture; but the fhoals, rocks, and furf
.that intervened, threatened to make us
-ever behold it at a hopelefs diftance, un-
Jefs we could intercft the compaffion of
its owners. 1
Every fignal of diftrefs was made for
hours apparently in vain, till the turn of
the tide; when two filhing boats appear-
ed, flowly working their way towards us.
A difcordant fhout of joy on the part of
our companions {plit the ears of my fick
friend and felf, who inly worthipped the
power that preferved us. The bene-
volent ftrangers approached, and their
garb 'no lefs than unknown language
pro-
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[proclaimed them natives of the Scotch
icoaft. To the men around us they of-
(fered bifcuits and -whifky in abundance,
iand beftowed on me and ILady South-
)ampton a draught of cold water, which
ifeemed as much more refrefhing as it was
unnocent

. Revived by this unexpected revolution
yin our fate, we by joint confent thook off
ithe heavy watch-coat which had a litde
faved us from the inceffant {pray of the
cnra.gcd fea, and when the boat was at
Jdength drawn towards the flight of rude
{teps leading to the caftle, we both quitted
it with no lefs celerity than thankfulnefs.—
-Qur progrefs was for a moment impeded
by furprife—at the gate of the caftle
F_ﬂ;ood two beings who feemed of fome
'fuperior order ; T ftrangely was I ftruck
‘W!th theirdrefs, beauty, and benevolence.—
A youth and h1s fitter wavedus towards them
1w1th graceful courtefy—the latter wore
‘a; light velt and coat of Scots plaid, with
ia belt of green fattin clafped with gold

the rude wind had camcd off the covering
of

- 5]
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of her hair and caufed her long auburn
locks to ftream on the bofom of the morn-
ing, expofing to view her {flight ancles
half booted, and tinging her checks with
that pure cold cclour, youth, health, in-
nocence, and heaven, alone can give.—
The youth, who in features firongly re-
fembled lis filter, was habited as a
hunter, with a fpear in his hand, and a
dagger hanging in his belt.—Both with
{mites of hofpitality ran forward to re-
ceive us; and while the young lady took
the arm of my driend, the youth with an
impaffioned pleafure fhook my hand,
calting a look of mingled wonder and dif=
dain at the foiled, though rich, habili=
ments I had on; which indeed originally
rather agreed with my own fex than that'l
intruded upon. The antique hall inte
which they conduéted us, was hung with
tattered banners, mouldy coats of arms, and
every proud remnant of war and ancientry..
Refrefhments fuitable to our paft diftrefs
were bullly fet before us, nor, with that

ntuitive pohtcncis f_lpeuor minds always
pofiefs,
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pofiefs, did either venture to exprefs a
curiofity till they had frankly fatisfied
ours.—From them we learnt that the {pot
fortune had thrown us upon, was an ifland
en the coaft of Scotland, and the place .
which fheltered us, Dornock Caftle, held
by the Laird of that name; that they were
brother and fifter to that Laird, who was
now abfent on a family concern of no fmall
anoment ; in fhort, that their elder fifter,
Mabel, famed through the country for
Rer beauty, having unhappily {hewn it at
Court, the King would not fufer her
to return; and their brother, fearful fhe
fhould yield to his licentious wifhes, had
baftencd thither to claim her.  The young
- people who made this artlefs recital, were
formed to grace it— when the fair Pheebe
fpoke of the charms of her fifter, her
own were heightened by .a fofter, fuller
bloom: ; and when fhe mentioned their
~dangerous cffet, the proud bluth of a
generous [(hame gave manlinefs to the

tures of her brother Hugh. Ac-
Jeufomed as my friend and felf had
Jdong been to every worldly charm and

Vor. TIL ! ad-
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advantage, we f{aw in this remote fpot,
.and thefe untutored children of nature,
a fimple and noble grace art only refines
away.

When it came to my turn to narrate, I
ufed every artifice to guard againft the
pofibility of danger.——Adopting the
name Lady Southampton had lately quit-
ted, I called myfelf Vernon; a youth em-
ployed till lately as a page in the train of.
the Earl of Eflex, and now his fecretary—
the lady, with me, I faid, allied to the Larl
of Southampton, was Iutely wedded to me ;
and both were following thefe noblemen
when overtaken by the tempeft which had-
thrown us upon their thore, and rendered,
us debtors to their humanity. Finding we
came from the feat of war, and. were
converfant with the Court of England,,
they both afked a thoufand various quef-|
tions fuitable to their fex, age, and fimpli-
city, refpecting the one and the other;
and our defcriptions comprifed to them
cvery charm of magnificence, glory,
and gaiety.

The
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The happy device of a pretended mar-
‘riage enabling me to fhare the chamber of
Lady Southampton, we chofe the hour of
.retirement to confider our prefent fitua-
tion, and the mode moft likely to reftore us
once more to the country and connections
from which the ftorm had feparated us.
My friend juftly remarked, that the
failors wrecked with us, and its natives,
~were all the people likely to vifit this re-

mote and folitary ifle, and that if we
 failed to take advantage of the departure
vof the firft, we fhould throw ourfelves
wholly upon the generofity of the Laird
.of Dorncck, of whofe charaéter we could
‘not venture to decide from thofe of the
jamiable young people, who had fo warmly
tembraced our caufe.—After the applica-
tion of Efiex to my brother in my favour
‘had been rejetted, I had every thing to
ifear. if any circumftance fhould betray
ime into his power, and the flrifteft fe-
‘erecy on our names and condition alone
could give us a hepe of liberty ;—how
under {uch reftriCtions we could cleariy
T H= explain




goo T HE RECESS; &c

explain our prefent fituation to the two no-
blemen whom alone it concerned, neither
of us could difcover; neverthelefs, ne-
ceflity obliged us to come to fome refolu- .
tien ; and perfuaded that the writing of each
would be known to him to whom the
letter was addrefled, weary as we both
were, a part of the night was {pent in
preparing two epiftles for the failors to
convey.—The morning came, and with
it the mortifying information that we were
a few hours too late; the men faved with
us having hired a fithing finack in which
they failed away at the turn of the tide:
nor did its owner know their deftina~
tion. till the veffel returned. I was not
without an idea that our youthful protec-
tors had voluntarily concealed fo material
an event in the hope of detaining us; but
certainly had that really been the cafe, it
was not half fo inexcufable as our ownm
imprudence and negle¢t.—We hired a
boat to purfue them with the letters, but
after feveral days {pent in painful expec-
tation, the packets were returned to gr;;
wit
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with the mortifying information that all
inquiry had proved fruites. We had
now no refource but in the generofity of
the Laird of Dornock, and endeavoured
to fortify ourfelves with patience. to- wait
his return.

The youthful brother and ffter ex-
prefled a generous concern for our fitua-

~‘tion ; but wholly without power, they could.

do no more.—Prifoners at large, as we
were, effeCtually bounded by the roar-
ing ocean, and depending folely on con-
tingencies for freedom, the days to us
crept heavily away—I fometimes remein-
bered with a figh that I was in Scotland—
‘in the kingdom where by inheritance I~

1% might claim a rank that would ecnable’ me
+to decide my own fate, had not a com-

bination of events, fore-running even my
birch, made every advantage of fortune

1" and nature alike ufelefs to me. I en-

" deavoured to difcover the real charater

of their King, but even from the report
of his friends, to be able to term it good,
"1 was obliged to think it weak; and in
= H 3 that
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that cafe knew he would inevitably be
furrounded with artful politicians: ready
to profit by his foible; in fhort, I found
that, however near he and I were allied in
blood, we were born to be diftin& be-
ings in creaticn, and to meet would en-
danger the fafety of the weaker. When-
I turned my anxious foul toward Eng-
land, it brought me no relief.—As far
from the reach of intelligenceasifin the
wilds of Arabia, I in vain fought to dif-
cover the reception Effex had met with
at Court.—That name, which in the va-
nity of my heart I ofien thought the
world refounded with, 1 found, with
checked pride, was fcarcely known in an
adjacent country, till my lips fo often re-
peated it; and even when moft anxious
to oblige me, thofe of others only echoed
the found fo dear, fo beloved! 1 had
but too much reafon to fear doubts of my
fafety would make him carelefs of his
own, and often would have refigned.
every brilliant profpeét fancy ever {pread

before me, to afcertain the life of the Earl.
Too
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Too late I regretted the pride of heart
which had made me refilt the defire I felt
to detain him in Ireland; and could not
but acknowledge it was rather that than
principle which reconciled me to his de-
parture ; yet in a fituation fo delicate as
ours, to wifb was to command ; and the
facrifice his own foul did not dictate, minc
difdained to fuggeft.

My mind now daily paffed through
fuch a chaos of ideas and emotions, as
would have prevented the time from ap-
pearing tedious, had not its prolongation
been the origin of moft of them.

Often fitting on the rude battlements
of the caftle, while the furges beat againft
their bafe, have I tuned the lute of
Pheebe, and while the warbled a few wild
airs of inconceivable melody in a lan-
guage unknown to me, my full foul has
wept over the mylfterious fate of my £i{-
ter.—Ah, how eafy is it to be unknown !
—to be entombed alive !—If I, evenina
civilized adjacent kingdom, in effe¢t the
country of all my anceftors, can be thus

H4 helplefs,
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helple{'s, what may the poor Matilda |
have been? Turn, bufy imagination; -
rom the fatal fuppofition.

The overfight we had committed in
fuffering the failors to leave us, became
every day more and more regretted.—
Lady Southampton foon found heifelf im
a ficuation that required the tendereit in-
dulgence, and would forbid removal;
even if our afylum fhould be traced by
anxious love. We fpent our lives in
fretting, and had we not pofiefied an un-
imited intimacy, 1 know not how we
fhould have endured the inceflant chagrin.

—Dersived even of the ufual rc{ourccs,
a feancy library, a lute, fome ruftic :urs,.‘ ,
and a pedigree as old as the creation,
bounded the pefieffions and knowledge
of our young friends, and could not add
any thing to our own.

he Laird of Dornock, however, re-
turned at laft.—Ah, how unlike his
gentle kindred '—pniﬂrzm tic, felf-willed,
crefted, and imperious, his alpeCt pre-
fented a correfpondent harthnels ; and we
inftantly felt it vain to reft a hope on his
friend-
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friendfhip : he no doubt reproved his bro--
ither and fifter for having lived on fuch-
familiar terms with ftrangers, avowedly
Hfubordinate ; and though he often made
us fenfible our company was a burthen,.
he took not a fingle ftep to relieve him-:
felf from it.. Phacbe had begun to im-
prove her(elf in mufic ere his arrival ;.
it was his pleafure that fhe fhould con--
tnue to do fo; but his prefence threw a:
coldnefs and .conftraint over the whole:
jputy, which made what I had once
tthought a relief, an inconceivable toil..
" The ingenuous noble girl faw her brether’s:
infolence with a grief which prevented:
her from profiting by the letflons fo much.
i defired—Ler guthing tears would often
i relax the firings of her lute, while low-
¢ warbling, tales of hopelefs love, and her
fad eyes fix themfelves on mine with an
expreflion too ftrong to be mifunder{tood.
I perceived while uncon(cious of the dan-
ger, becaufe poffefled with the remem-
brance of my own difguife, that I had won
the gentle heart I only fought to form.—
Circumftanced as I was, this could noi but

be
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be a dangerous acquifition ; and by a fas

tality yet more alarming, her elder brother.

foon after became enamoured of Lady:

Southampton ; nor did he conceal that
inclination—iie had from his arrival res

garded me with an eye that indicated '

_ doubt on the fubject of our marriage s

but the increafing fize of my friend,

and our habit of living together, appeared-

to controvert a f{ufpicion which nevers
thelefs remained in his mind.

Anxious to profit by the only hour in.

the day which could favor his views, he was
obliged to give the advantage he fought,

and permit me to teach his fifter with no:
other guard thanhis younger brother, Hugh,.
while he pafled the interval with Lady
Southampton.—All equally rejeiced at an:

incident all had equally defired ; as to my-
feif determined from the moment I had

en convinced of the pafion of the fair

P‘lmoe to f{eize the firft opportunity of

mtruﬂmg 1er with my difguile, erc thame:

for the miftake fhould difguft her with

the object, I was not forry to confide it to
her

-(
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‘her younger brother : as, if it did not more
jattach him to my intereft, it would at leaft
tobviate every fear he might entertain on
jhis fifter’s account, whom he could then
fafely leave at any time. This juft can-
!dor produced more confequences than
cone. The {weet Pheebe ftarted, blufhed, .
jand firft lifting her {wimmning eyes toward,
'heaven, fhe then covered them with her
' hands—when 1 ceafed to {peak the timor-
oufly raifed them to my face.—¢¢ Ah ! why
I'had you not been thus fincere at firft?”
feried the genereus girl, ¢ the power was
‘ghen in our hands—mow”—fhe fhook -
(her head, and in that emphatic gefture
| flrongly finithed her imperfe& {peech.

i Alarmed and anxious, I cenjured her to-
| eonfide to me thofe reafons which mad

eur fituation in her opinion o hopelefs.
She could not refilt my entreaties ; and at
length acknowledged, ¢ that from the mo-
i ment her elder brother returned, Hugh
modefs than herfelf had obferved a hauoh-
t tinefs and feverity in his air and lan-
| guage more forbidding than ufual; at
% laft

{
1
i
1
|
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laft they had difcovered that their fifter, Ma=
bel, far from liftening to virtue and the |
Laird of Dornock, had yielded to the King;
and to protect herfeif from her family, had
been compelled to publith her fhame, by
claiming her royal lover’s protection. Tao
reconcile the Laird of Dornock to fo cut-
ting a difgrace, a title had been offered
him, withany poft about the Court he fhould
fix on : and that at length the fair Mabel
had confoled herf{elf for the forfeiture of
~every rational diftinétion, by the temporary
" honor of reigning in the heart of her
King, and being called a Countefs.” [
inquired with {urprife, how an event
thould affect us in which we apparently
had no concern? Hugh anfwered, ¢ that
his brother, far from zccepting the {plendid
coverings oftered for infamy, had reured
from Court in great indignation; that at
firft they had both been compelled to fcorn
and return every letter and prefent {fent by
their fifter : yet of late {fome view, mex-
plicable to them, lLiad made a fingular al-
teration in the Laird of Dornock’s fenti-
ments,—
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timents,—Several couriers had been dif-
ispatched by him to the favorite Countefs,
i tbut that neither their commiffions, nor the
IManfwers, .ever tranfpired ; yet many cir-
(“cumftances had given thein reafon to con-
clude that our pacquets had never been
forwarded, as we were taught to believe.—
‘T changed colour at the idea of this deli-
Lberate treachery, thanking heaven I alone
!#had been informed of it ; as Lady South-

rampton, oftecn unable to govern her feel-
\%ngs, by fome imprudent f{peech would
Linfallibly have ‘betrayed her knowledge of
it. The young Hugh, obferving my un-
“eafinefs, affured me, ¢ though hopelefs of
finding a faithful mefienger, he held him-
“felf anfwerable for the releafe of thofe whom
“he had contributed to enthrall, and thag I
l.might depend upon his own fervices if I
" would deign to confide in him, nor fhould
‘ave be fufpefted as the caufes of his dif-
-appearance, fince the Laird of Dornock
“well knew his fifter Mabel’s particular
fondnefs for him, and would naturally
.imagine that he was determined to profit by
' 2 the
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the high favor the held ar Court.”—=
Is there a charm on earth {fo touching as
generofity ? The noble youth paufed
with an air that indicated his ardent de-
fire of having his offer accepted, left it
{hould be miftaken for a vaunt. I took a
hand of each young friend, and. returning
acknowledgments {uitable to the occafion,
declined embroiling them with their ful
len brother ; who could not want power
to render our fituation much more into-
lerable, if once he fufpeéted us of alienat-’
'-ing his family from thetr duty.—I per-
{uaded them, as well as myfelf, that our
own friends would with unwearied dili-7
gence fearch us out the moment they dif="
- covered that any part of the crew furvived.
the wreck ; of which the Captain would "
certainly inform them, unlefs he funk with'
the fhip.

Yet day afier day proved this hope vain
and failacious.—A dreary winter paffed'!
away in this remote Caftle, through every ?
aperture of which the keen and howling |
-wind poured unreftrzined ; and the wild+

ocean

}
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{0"5211 “fvelled with ﬁequent ftorms, while
our affrighted fenfes often miftook the roar
tof the tempeft for the groans of the
ldying.

I had almoft ceafed to hope, when one
Iday, while our hoit was hununc I wandered
ito the battlements as ufual, and defcried
from thence a fmall veflel approaching,
ibetter built, and more clean, -than thofe
I was accuftomed to fee; as it drew
nearer the land, I perceived Englifh
drefles. My heart took the alarm,
I leant impatiently forward, ftraining the
keen fenfe whofe imperfection 1 com-
plained of.—The boat drew near. 1 dif~
cerned the regimental of Effex ; I gave a
groan of exquifite delight, and reeling
forward, fhould have plunged into the
ocean, had not the young Hugh, who
ftood behind, held me faft.—The officer
looked up, and I inftantly perceived him
t0 bé Henry Tracey, the favorite aid-de-
samp of Lord Effex, once before de-
outed in fearch of me.—Difappointment
mingled with the various and .interefting

emo-

*
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cmotions of the moment.—I pointed tq
the ftranger, fighed, and fainted away.
They bore me to Lady Southampton,
who thunderftruck at feeing me lifelefs,
and unable to guefs the caufe, feemed
little better herfelf. Hugh, who clearly
comprehended from my impafiioned gef=
ture, how interefting the amival of the
firanger was to me, haftened to'bring him
to our apartment, while yet his bro= °
ther was abfent ; when .inftantly retiring,
he left us full liberty————¢ Tracey ?”
cried both of- us at once, ¢ Effex?”
¢ Southampton ¥ echoed each heart, |
¢ fum up all in 1*) —¢¢ They live,” |
returned he, ¢ and need only behold youto
be happy.”—¢¢ Ah, graciousheaven !” cried
lifting my eyes thither, while I pre- |
fented my heart with my hand to the
faithful meflenger, ¢ receive my tranfport; |
we now can breathe freely; give us the
relief of knowing the events which fol-
lowed the dangerous voyage of Effex
and Southampton.” ¢¢ 1 fhould hardly
dare to do {p, had I not fidft affured you
of their fafety,” refumed Tracey, ¢ for|

forrow |
!
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forrow [ fee has been preying already

1 your bloom ; it would not perhaps
have been more fpared had you pafled
this trying interval 1n London.”

Apprehenfive every moment of an in-
terruption from the Laird of Dornock,
awe befought the worthy Tracey to difpenfe
«with all preface, and haften his recital.

¢¢ With terror and anxiety,” continued
Jhe, <41 followed my Lord into the veflel fe-
lected to convey him home, nor were
‘thefe emotions diminithed when I per-
.ceived the Lord Deputy full of fics of doubt
and reflection, which at times were ob-
wvious even to himfelf; often would he
affett to drown them in gay fociety and
\wine, and, for the fieflt time in lis life, he
‘affumed a falfe bravery.—At the hours
of retirement, far from indulging that
Jntimacy fo long eftablithed between him
and Lord Southampton, of which 1 had
Ifometimes been a grateful and humble
| partaker, he {unk into anabfence of mind,
:and total filence, no lefs alarmxng to his
I beloved friend than m)rielf m effect,

I that Nobleman faw thatha had ¢ Jet bis fer-
Vor. IIL I e
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tune on a caff, and be would [lond the
bazard of the die, as 1 conjettured by his
turning to me one day, and by an expref-
five motion of his head, leading mine
towards the fide of the veflel, where
the General leant ; his thoughtful count
tenance apparently fixed on thofe rolling
waves which yet pcrlnps he faw not.—=
¢c All is not well in the heart of thy Lord,
Tracey,” faid his noble friend ; then pauf-
ing a moment, he added, in a lower tone,
¢ Ah Effex, aut Cefar, aut nullus!” The
Lord Deputy happily advanced, and faved
me the neceflity of corroborating fenti-
ments it gave me pain to adopt.

It was not with the cuftomary greetings
we beheld the pleafant fhores of our native
country—doubt and anxiety had thrown
a gloom over thofe lively and {pontane-
ous emotions, which often fufpend even
the fenfe of fuffering. Lord Effex loft
not a moment, but pofted toward the
Court, with fuch expedition, that he
outwent all information, and was his own
harbinger.—We arrived one morning ere

yet
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yet the Queen had lefther chamber ; butalas,
it was no longer the Court we had lefi—
-every face around appeared ftrange to us ;
‘and we faw too plainly that the invidious
Cecils reigned there triumphant. Lord
Grey, a favorite of theirs, prefumed to pafs
the Earl of Effex without notice—that
‘Nobleman gave him only an eye-beam, -
1and haftened on to decide his fate.~Form
'was annihilated by circumftances, and he
rufhed into the prefence of Elizabeth the
:moment his arrival was announced :—ac-
‘cuftomed to behold him with complacency,
10 receive him with kindnefs, the Queen
yielded through furprife to the habits ef
do many years, and granted the private
mudlcnce he requefted.—She lifiensd to a
‘vague and weak vindication of his con-
ﬁdu& in Ireland, and the dotage of her {oul
iwas perhn.ps tranfiently gratified wich the
u.clea, that he had pr efened the recovery of
ther affetion to that of his repuration in
arms. _After a long conference, the . Eazl
ggjoined his iriends ; pride and pleafure
: 4 2 had
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had fiufhed his cheek, and the idea of reafs
{uming his accuftomed influence, diffufed
through his mien that benignity and gra-
ciouinefs which are at once its nature and
its charm. Refentment and rage never
conftituted -any part of his character, but
at the moment he fuffered by thofe paffions:
fuch galling fenfations were aiready fore
gotten.—Overwhelmed with the congra-
tulations of his friends ; encircled even
by his overawed enemies, the leroic
‘Effex rofe above the triumph he could not
but defire—every face was inftantane-
oufly changed, and thofe who knew not
an hour before whether they thould recolleét
him, now with fervile adulation hallowed
his very footfteps.—This fatal interval
of fhort-lived power was, however, the laft
heaven allowed him.—The crafty Cecils
and their fattion feized the moment he in-
Judicioufly quitted the Queen, to per-
fuade her that this indulged favorite had‘]
not only acted contrary to his commifiion |
in venturing to return himfelf, -but that he [
had brought home with him all his chofen

. ad-
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1adiierents, as well as every alpiring {pirit
Hikely to ftrengthen his fivay, and ciccum-
iferibe hers.—They touched the foul of
Elizabethwhere it was moft vulnerable, and
*having thus oppofed to each other the two
leading weaknefles of her nature, by
throwing the weight of party into the
cone f{cale, it foon preponderated.. She
vwas unhappily in that declining age which
srendlers every human being in fome degree
‘eapricious and timid.—Already tinctured
vwith fear, fhe foon yielded to the various
\informations officioufly brought her by
factious confederates—She was told on
wall hands that Lord Effex was. holding
sa Court even in. her Palace, and infolent
jand daring as this condu& could not but
‘appear, it was of lefs confequence than
ithe unbounded: influence he ever main-
\tained over the people—an influence he
_would more than recover the moment he
tavas feen in London. ¢ For themfelvzs
wthey heeded not—willing martyrs to theis
“integrity and fealty ; but for their Queen,
they.all rembled at the profpect.”’—It was
B I3 teo
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too hazardous to be rifqued by Elizabeth 3
fear and refentment conquered the tender
prepoficfion which ftill ftruggled faindly |
at her heart, and fhe dcterrnmed 10 afcer=
tain her own fafety, as well as that of her!
kingdom, by imprifoning her favorite ;
nor is this refolution to be wondered at,
fince even her love conduced to it, whem
irritated by the imaginary fting of ingra-:
ttude. She had fer Lord Effex up im |
early youth as an idol for her own heart tos
worfhip ; but he was not born to be fatif- |
fied with unmerited admiration the
more he acquired the more he fought to |
deferve ; till bgving eftablithed s favou
on innate noblenefs, he rofe above par=.;
tial diftin&tion, leavirg her to lament at
letffure the very elevation fhe had given. |
From this period fhe had been “weak
and irrefolute in every inftance where he
was concerned ; at intervals lavifhing ho-
nors to which he had no ttle ; at others,
withholding advantages he had fairly won,
The motive of this inconfiftency he could
no: fail to difcern, but perfuaded an at-

tach-
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tachment which thus powerfully coped
with her judgment, was unconquerable,
he forgot that fhe was finking faft into
the vale of years, when the nobleft paf-
fions infenfibly condenfe into felf-love.

* You who fo well know the heart of
my Lord, Madam,” cried Tracey, turning
to me, ‘‘will better imagine than I can
defcribe, his deep fenfe of an indignity
entirely public; and apparently premedi-
tated. -So unexpefted a manceuvre maf-
tered his judgment, and giving Way to
the moft paflionate extremes, he drew his
fivord, and would have rerurned it by
her meflenger, befeechingy her ““to re-
ward his fervices by adding a more de-
cifive blow to that fhe once before be-
ftowed on him, fince both feemed to him
lefs fhocking and ignominious than-fuch
open and unmerited contumely.”’——In
vain his friends fought to moderate his
wrath ; in vain his enemies drew near

eager to catch and treafure the rafh ex-
preffions he fhould unwarily utter, and
convert them to his ruin—Touched on

e ]

1y ’_thc
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the tendereft point, his honor, the world
combined would have wanted power. to
filence him—he gave full fcope to his
indignant and wounded feelings, and
with a feverity of truth more galling and
dangerous than the greatelt exaggera-
tions, declared aloud, ¢¢ that the Queen had
out-lived all her nobler faculties, and that
her foul was grown as crooked as her
body.” This cutting farcafim was too faith-
fully conveyed to Ellzabeth, who regard-
lefs of his pride while her own was thus
wounded, committed him to the charge of
the Lord Kecpcr whofe houfe was in- eﬁ"c&
his prifon.

Oh heavens ! what wild viciﬁitudcs,
what tranfports of paffion took pofieflion
of my Lord, at recolleting the impru-
dent readinefs with which he. had deli-
vered himfelf helplefs and unguarded into
the hands of his enemies! ftruggling
like a lion in the toils, every vein would
fometimes fwell almoft to madnefs, nor
dared I leave him a moment alone.

I had no other hope of affuaging his
irritated paffions, than by recalling to his

mind |
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imind the beloved image of the fair
\'voyager, to whom the news of this cvent,
iand the fear of what might follow I,
|'would be little lefs than death. I averted
vone ftorm however only to give free paf-
fage to another; the tear of tendernefs
!proudly trembled on the burning cheek
Jof anger, and a grief it {plit my heart to
"behold took poﬂefﬁon of his.—¢¢ Spare
‘me the killing remembrance,” he would
cry—-«¢ dlfgraced—defa:ned—lln prifoned ;
“how fhall I ever lift my eyes to that fair,
lthat noble fufferer? T tell thee, Tracey,
Irather would I have died than known this
-fhameful moment.” Imprefled by the
~unwearied attachment I had ever fhewn
thim, and overweighed by the fenfe of his
own fituation, my Lord at length con-
‘defcended. to lighten his own heart by
unfolding. to me its deareft views; well
he knew they would never pafs beyond
mine—no, every vein of it fhould crack
ere 1 would wrong {fo generous a confi-
dence, which I acknowlec'ge but to prove
. my fate wholly dependant i the Noble-
- man
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forve: T would have it fo, and
colt W% me only by {eparatingy
The faditul Lord Southampton was
his daily vifitaut: though not himfelf a
piifoner, the confcioufnefs that every ac-
tion of his life was watrched and reported,
bourd that nobleman to a moft cautous
obfervance. The Cecils had now no wifh
ungratified, for the imprudent bitternefs
of Lord Effex had fupplied the only fuel
to the Queen’s refentment which could
long keep it alive ; nor did time, in cool-
ing the paflions of my Lord, incline him
to {ubmifiion—convinced in his own mind
that he was the injured perfon, reflettion
only fettled rage into difguft and con-
tempt ; neverthelefs, his conftitution f{uf-
fered feverely by this variety of paffions;
when one feized upon it, which annihi-
lated all the reft, and completely under-
mined his health—a grief more touching
than glory or ambition could occafion
fuddenly fubdued him.—The tme was
now come which ought to have brought
to him and Lord Southampton the wel-
come
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‘come affurance that the partners of their
fouls were fafe in Cumbcrland—the time
iwas come I fay !—alas, it was gone !—
‘Afraid to communicate to cach other a
terror which preyed alike on beth, Lord
‘Southampton difpatched exprefs tpon ex-
prefs in-vain.—The days that lingered fo
tedioufly away, however, matured doubt
mto certainty. Lord Eflex no longer
eontended with the nervous fever which
obliged hinr to take to his bed; where
‘reaching out a languid hand to his over-
powered friend, he broke, at laft, the fear-
ful heavy filence. ¢ They are gone, for ever
‘gone, my dear Southampton,” cried he,
n the low accent of incurable defpair;
“heaven has {pared to fouls fo gentle and
{ufceptible thofe trials our ftouter minds can
‘perhaps better contend with.—Oh, thou
‘dear one! yet do 1 regret that this bo-
{om did not receive thy laft fighs ! that en-
‘tombed with thee even in the ocean, death
thad not confummated a union fortune ever
frowned on—but I haften impatiently to re-
Jjointhee, oh Ellinor ! my firft, myonly love!”
) 2 The
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The killing remembrance which dift
tracted his mind foon rendered a. malady,.
flight at firft, defperate; he was evens
given over; the Quecen for a long. ume.
withftood the acccunts given by his
friends of his fituation, fo deeply had.
his enemies imprefied her with the idea
that this was only a refined artifice to
tempt her to humiliate herfelf. Never-
thelefs, by onc of thofe pafficnate emo-
tions with which nature fomctimes over-
reaches the moft elaborate finefles of art,
fhe fuddenly determined to afcertain his.
real fituation, b) fending her own phy-
fician to vifit him. e report of thalt
gentleman convinced her of its danger—
he was ordered to watch over the Eail
with the moft anxious care; and even to
hint to him that every diftinttion would

be reftored with his health.—But, alas. "
{ympathy itfelf had no lenger any charms |
for him, and the prefence of Lord South- |

ampton fecemed the only relief his fate |
admitted. That amiable Nobleman, no |

lefs {enfible of the mutual calamity than
:s

t

-
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fais friend, had not the fame reafons to bury
his afflition in filence.—Repeated mel-
fengers were {ent alike to Cumberland, and
the port you embarked from, ladies : thofe
who returned from the latter only con-
Hrmed the fears which had hicherto fluc-
uated—thcy informed the lover and the
hufband, that the wife of the Caprain
mourned for him as dead, nor was It
doubted but that the crew .md paflengers
were alike victims to a ftorn {o fudden
and tremendous. The aétive and enliv-
ened foul frequently exhaufts its moft
acute fenfations by anticipation.—Cer-
tainty could not add to the grief occa-
fioned by furmife; and the exnngmfhed
hopes of the friends gave them alike up
to that cold and fullen defpair, which is
the worft of all ftates, becaufe frequently
uncurable. Thofe late hopes the Qleen
was willing to revive her dying favorite
with, made not the leaft impreflion
on him ; and the Cecils learnt with fur~
jprife, that, neither their views, their
conduct, nor even his own difgrace-
' F ful

3
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ful imprifonment,‘any longer touched Lord
Effex; nay, that not even his recovery
was able torevive thofe habits of enterprize
the world were taught to think hitherto un=
controulable. His friends, on the contrary,
bleft the {kilful phyfician who prolonged a
life {o valuable, and faw with the happieft
hopes, that thofe romantic flights in his
character his enemies had almoft wrought
up to his ruin, were at once extin-
guithed ; leaving 1t without any other
diftin@ion than a melancholy fweetnefs
which rather turned his thoughts toward
philofophy than war. The people, ever, |
naturally difpofed to fide with the unfor- |
tunate, cried out, that he was the inno= |
cent vitim of the Cecil party ; who by |
fome odious ftrokes of policy, added po-
pularity to their depreffed rival, in dimi=
nithing their own———LElizabeth herfelf ]
could no longer {upport the idea that the |
man fhe ftill loved was obfcurely break- |
ing his heart, while yet in the flower of
youth, in an unmerited and difgraceful |
prifon.—She yielded to the information of |
the i

|
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the phyficlan that my Lord’s amending
healch required air,and fent him her permif-
fion to retire to any of his {eats in the coun-
try ; but forbad him to attempt appear-
ing in her prefence : a reftriction perhaps
more agreeable to Lord Effex, than herfelf,
could fhe have {een the defolate fituation of
mind in which he departed.

From the country he addrefled a. letter
of thanks to the Queen, which difplayed
at once his cloquence, gratitude, and
languor : in truth, the latter gained
ground daily in his charatter. Lord Effex
was born capable of uniting in his per-
‘on every various and generous purfuit,
1ad fortune allowed it, but not even he
was equal to living without one.—I fre-
qucntly trembled at beholding his gloom
‘nd i manlty Wholly withdrawn from the
wphere in which he had hitherto moved, and
he pleafures he had once enjoyed, the
wde fociety of his neighbours, and the
woifterous amufements the country afford-
!d, rather offended, than employed an en-

ehtened and fufceptible heart. He wan-
dered
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dered all day in the woods alone, and
returned every evening f{pent and unre-
frethed, only to recover animal ftrength
enough to enable him to pafs the morrow,
in the fame melancholy manner.

In this fituation I fancied a falfe hope
could not add to his danger, and might
perhaps roufe thofe active iaculnes every
hour feemed more and more to abforh.
1 one day ventured to repeat to him an
imaginary dream, tending to prove that you
ftill exifted.—Not even the firmeflt mind

can refilt the fubtle attacks of fuperftition |

when labouring under depreffion.—His

foul fo cagerly adopted the fiction of my |
brain, that T was a thouland times tempted_

to acknowledge it to be fuch, but dared
not venture to fhew him I ‘had played
upon his wounded feelings. Revived
with the moft vague and diftant hope, he
impatiently drove me away on a fearch
my own foul foreboded to be fruitlefs.
1 even debated after T fet out, whether 1
fhould not loiter out the appointed time in
‘England till I could decently return from

L

—
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amy imaginary peregrination, when a dream,
more pointed and fingular than that I
bad feigned, awakened in myfelf thofe
hopesI had communicated to my Lord,and
led me from ifle to ifle enquiring for you :
ibut I will not call it a dream, fince
furely the event proves it a vifitation.—
(Oh, grzmous God ! what joy will my
‘return pour into the hearts that now ach
 for either | How pure will be the fauf-
fattion derived from their acknowledg-
gments ! '
During this long recital, my tumul-
| kuous fcdnws purfued my love through
cvmy de‘pclate ficuation. My woe-
fﬁruck heart hardly dared to breathe,
itill finding him at laft free and well,
Jut gave a deep figh, and refpired w:th-
tout pain. Effex infulted, endangered,
yimprifoned :——1I caft my eyes round
(thofe gloomy walls, I fo late thought
me prifon, and raifing them to heaven,
tadored the power who there confined me,
Jjuncon{cious of the conflits I could not
Ihave fupported. Ah, Effex ! what were
ithe warring elements, the midnighe
I‘ Your. II1. K wreck,
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.wreck, the long, long folitude, the die

uncertainty 1 had fo bitterly bewailed, to

- the fingle idea of feeing thee one moment

at the mercy of Elizabeth, one moment
in the power of thy enemies! And vet,
for me thy generous foul loft all fenfe: of
even thefe inflitions ; pride, vanity, and
grandeur, in vain aflailed thee: a true
and noble paffion beat unalterably at thy
lieart, condenfing in one favorite for-
row, thofe micrhty powers, which once
ful‘illed every various and altive c‘uty of
humanity.

But this was not a time for im-
pafiioned reveries. Lady Southampton
recalled my attention to the preéfent mo-
ment; and we employed it in inform-
ing Tracey of the name, chara&ter, and
fituation, we had thought it prudent to
affume, as well as thofe of our hoft.
Scarce was he mafter of thefe important
particulars, . ere the Laird of Dornock
returned, and broke in upon us with an
abruptnefs and anger he took no pains
2o difguife. The fight of an Englith

officer
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officer a litcle abated his wrath. Tracey,

oraccording to the plan we had agreed on,
i called Lady Southampton his ﬁﬁer and

wvith every teftimony of grattude for the
-hofpitable thelter our hoft had fo long

given us; offered a recompenfe ftill more

agreeable ; with which happily he had had

.. the forecaft to provide himfelf—While
. the Scot fteod irrefolute refpeding. his

anfwer, the wary Tracey turned to wus,
and, in an authoritative voice, {aid, he
mu{t an{wer to the Queen for his ab-
fence, did it exceed the appointed time;
and therefore, we muft quickly. take
leave of our friends, and haften our de.

~ parture for England. This decifive {peech
~increafed the perturbation’ and difap-
. pointment already obvious in the features
~of our hoft; neverthelefs, our going wasto
" him fo unforefeen an event, that, not being
~ able to find a fufficient reafon for 'detam-

: mg us, he tacitly confented to it.

My heart bounded at the unhoped- ~for

“liberation, and 1 would have failed that
‘moment defpite of wind and tide; bdt

K 2 as
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as the failors declared this impofiible, our
departure was delayed till the next morn-
ing. Whether the various incidents of
the day accelerated the hour appointed by
nature, or that Lady Southampton, con-
trary to her own idea, had reached it, I
know not; but the was {eized at midnight,
with the pains of labour, and fuf-
fered fo feverely, that her life was de-
paired of. In the courfe of the enfuing
day fhe was delivered of a dead child,
znd I was obliged to confole myfelf for
the long delay this event muft neceffarily
occafion, by the pleafing idea that the
partner of my fate was not prematurely
divided from it—in truth her vexation
was fo great, that I was reduced to ftifle
my own, left I fhould contribute to her
illnefs.

The fate which hope yet gilds, though
but from the verge of the horizon, is-
never quite infupportable. We found,
in the protetion of Tracey, and the idea
of rejoining the world, to which he feemed
our immediate link, the means of be-
guiling many a tedious hour; nor was

this
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this confolation fuperfinous ; for the Laird
of Dornock became, from the moment
of Tracey’s arrival, more fullen and im-
penetrable than ever.—Self was, in him,
the prevailing principle. Early invefted
with that bounded, but abfolute, autho-
rity, which oftener produces and fhelters
tyranny, than a more extenfive field of
action, he had hitherto known no oppo-
fiton.—How often has a blind paffion
warped the nobleft natures ! nor was it per-
haps unnatural that he fhould ftretch his
prerogative, to retain in his hands a lovely
and beloved woman, over whom he could
claim no right.—Long inured to fear,
fufpicion, and anguifh, they readily re-
turned to their throbbing habitation, my
heart. 1 often fancied I read murder
written in dark, but legible lines, on the
knit brow of our hoft ; and though Tracey
flept only in an outer chamber clofe by us,
{carce could I perfuade myfelf that he was
fuffered to reft peaceably there, or yet lived
for our protefion : neverthelefs, I ftrove at
times to reject thofe black chimeras a live-
ly imagination perhaps too rcadily adopted.

K 3 ' ' The
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The Laird of Dornock no longer inter-
fered with us, or our fate; neither did
he withhold from us the company of his_
fifter.—That {weet girl, new to fociety;
with a romantic happmefs peculiar t 0'
youth, gifted cvery object with her own'
graces and virtues : imprefled at once
with the ment of Tracey, fhe transferred
to a heart which could deferve it the
pafiion I had unwarily in{pired, nor was’
her fecond choice unpropitious, Tracey,
whofe {oul had expanded in a camp, was
vet to learn the inconceivable charm of
love: it took full poffefion of him.
With a fweet, though fad pleafure, I
witneffed pure and innocent vows, which
continually reminded me of thofe days,
when like Phoebe, I looked enraptured
on the varied landfcape of life, yet glow-
ing with the carly beams of hope; un-
confcious of the fhowers which often
would fall, the heavy nights which muft
wholly obfcure it. Tracey, no lefs de-
lighted than his miftrefs, no longer haften-
ed his departure to England, and looked
afto-
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aftonifhed that we did not find every
charm of exiftence i this difmal exile.

I, however, anxioufly waited, with
\ Lady Southampton, for the day when her
recovered health fhould enable us to de-
part.—It came at length, and we werc
~ eagerly preparing for the voyage, when
the Laird of Dornock fent us an order
to read, by which the King of Secots im-
powered him to detain us. | know not
any fhock, of all fate had impofed on me,
I- ever felt more fenfibly : neverthelefs,
I had prefence of mind enough to ob-
i fene, by the date of this order, that it
had been obtained during the conhnﬁ-
ment of my friend. The difappeint-
ment and defpair this incident occaf-
| oned, was only alleviated by the recol-
le@ion that in abufing the authority of
| the King, to indulge an unworthy incli-
nation, the Laird of Dornock had made
llumfelf refponfible to the laws of his
' country for our fafety, by admitting that’
ilfuch perfons were in his cuftody. Tra-

1cey gave him notice of this immediately ;
iand though he moderated his rage 1n
K a con-
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confideration of the fair Pheebe, he warned
the Laird of Dornock to treat us nobly,
as he would anfwer it to his own King,
and the Queen of England, in whofe
name we fhould foon be demanded. To
this indignant vaunt, for in truth it wasi
no better, the haughty Scot coldlyanfwered!
¢¢ that he fhould take his chance of in-t
curring an old woman’s anger, whao!
perhaps had zlready refigned all her
rights to his mafter.” Tracey could no
longer controul the feelings of his ge-
nerous foul, and replied with acrimony.
The Laird of Dornock bade him profie
by the occafion, and be gone immedi-
ately, if he did not mean to be in-
cluded among the prifoners. There
wanted only this f{troke to confummate:
our wretchednefs, and, however relue-
tantly we refigned our only friend and pro-
teCtor, Lady Southampten joined me in:
urging him to go: till, over-ruling all
his objections, we haftened him alone into
a bark, which an hour before we feemed
to fee ourfelves in. He comforted us

with
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with the affurance of foon returning, be-
ing fully perfuaded the King of Scots
would never authorize fo unjuft and illegal
la procedure, when once the whole cir-
eumftance was impartially ftated to him.
I fighed, at remembering T knew him bet-
ter ; but as an explanation at that mo.
ment was vain, I urged not the un-
dbounded influence of the fair Mabel,
through whofe illicit conneftion with the
King this order had doubtlefs been ob-
tained. How indeed (hould that Monarch
jbe convinced of a remote at of injuftice,
who cven at the moment of committing.
it, was wronging every moral and religi--
ous duty? The man who once volunta-
mily errs, muft either be weak or vicious ;
in the firft inftance, he refigns himfelf up
ito the paffions of others, in the latter to his
wown ; and in either cafe {carce ever re-
'eovers the parrow but even boundary of
wirtue.

It was not by fuch means I hoped for
freedom—ah, no ! my views all pointed to-
ward the lover to whom my heart like the

- needle



133 THE RECE S8, &c

needle ever vibrated, though far divided.
—Let Effex be once informed, fiched I—
let him once know where to find me; and |
he would crofs the globe to enbisse my
fafety. 'When the chagrin of this trying?
moment abated, I called to mind ‘the?
infinite relief the vifit of Tracey hade
ziven our {pirits, and the change it hadd
made in our fituation, by acquitting us
of thofe petty obligations which always:
humiliate a noble mind, unlefs it finds:a
congenial one in the beftower. e
I foon obferved that the Laird of Dor=?
nock had not courage to profit by ther
bafe injuftice he had committed. The?
fubfervientfituation Tracey had placed hims 1
felf in, whenever we were prefent, and thef
profound deference with which he obeyed ¢
our every wifh, neither agreeing with !
the rank we avowed, nor the regimental h2 |
wore, a vague idea of myitery had taken |
pofleffion of our hoft’s mind, which wanted |
vigor and activity to attempt developing »
it. Confcious too late, that he had, ial
releafing Tracey, fet a {py on his own!
conduct,
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londu&, he vainly regretted the tmi-
'u;y\v\lnch prevented his detaining him,
e.ncverthelefs, at intervals, ftill talked
fdove to Lady Southampton, offering
2 buy a return by imaginary worlds ot
eaith : for to us, accuftomed to elegance
and luxury, all his pofieffions appeared
bt ‘a gaudy poverty. As thefe oftenta-
ous and abfurd offers were one day
nade in my prefence, I could not but
iake fome notice of them ; he filenced me
owever, by replying, that I muft be cau-
ous how I exerted a fpirit fo likely to
e him transfer his attachment, and be
wisfied with protecting one of the two;
mce I could neither think f{o ill of his
ifcernment, or my own beauty, as to
ilieve him the dupe of my difguife. As
owas the firt time a doubt on the
ibjett had ever tranfpired, my confu-
n gave him a full conviction: I could
jot recover myfelf fufficiently to reply for
ime moments: at length I told him
uat he had gueffed the only part of our fe-
~et which did not lie too deep for his know-

ledge ;
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ledge; neverthelefs, that all he had difcover
ed, was but the leaft part of the myﬂeryt
ard finally that the day which informeg
him of our names and rank, would cal
him to a fevere account, if his condu
were in the leaft unworthy either of us «
himfelf.—1 boldly added, chat the onjj
thing ever wanting to our{afety, w as, 1o ha\n
the (,omt of E nﬁland informed of our aﬂr
lum, and now that was b y Tracey's mear
afccrtamed, we were not without nabl
friends to claim us. The grandeur ¢
air natural to me when infult roufed m
pride, aftonithed and awed the Laird
Dornock; his mind laboured with v aguean
indiftinét apprehenfions; and as all atremy
at diving into a fecret locked up folely i
the hearts interefted in retaining it, m
be vain, he half repented having exert
an unjuftifiable influence, he could &
longer hope to profit by.
Lady Southampton acknowledged h
obligations to my firmer {piric; ar
both. having no farther reafon to affe
‘fubordination, refumed the habits of 1
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d diftinttion ; hiring domeftics of our
wn dll the moment of enfranchifement
would arrive.
" Heartily weary of us both, I often
m‘ught the Laird of Dornock meditated
polmcr to releafe us; and while I was
ne day infenfibly guiding him to -that
fithed-for point, an order from Court
":té delivered into his hand. Convinced that
Twould liberate us, I caft an eye of
jumph on him, while he opened it ; and
iw his countenance confefs the fame
léa; but a moment caifed a vifible
aange in it. He read the order aloud,
id we found with inexpreflible aftonith-
aent, that it contained the fri¢teft charge
» guard his Englith prifoners, as he would
fafwer it to his King: yet with all due
eference.—I eagerly caught at this arti-
le, without feeming to notice the firft,
‘hich neverthelefs fi ank deep into my heart ;
or was his infenfible to the latter.—The
“earinefs and difguft he had begun to
dulge, increafed; and his pride re-
olting at ' the idea that his caftle was
J scome a ftate prifon, and himfelf only a
2 jailor,



142 “TH E SREEICTE 553 F Lo,

Jailor, he felt every way irritated,
miliated, and offended. No human ‘bl
ing {ubmits to power with fo. ill a gracea
the man who has unjuftifiably exerted-t
and when its reftrictions fall heavily on fucl
mere retribution becomes in effeét 4 e
wverg revenge.

A tedlous interval had again elapfu
without any news from E ngland " Bh
tender, timid Phaebe often perfuade
herfelf that her lover had never reached i
and. the fingularity of finding ourfelve
apparently forgotten, fometimes inciine
my friend and {elf to unite with her in th
opinion—yet, how many other caufe
might we reafonably affign for the negle
—caufes, fo much more affli¢ting, thatay
recalled our thoughts to the ifle for con§
{olation. o |

Whether the infinite variety, therete
nal tranfitions my own life had alread
afforded, inclined 'me to hope onjo
whether the inceflant prayers I addrefis
to him who alone could relieve me, ‘erf§f
dued my mind with fortitude, I cannotfa
but, T certainly daily difcovered in’ v

{fource
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fources hitherto unknown. Every paffing
hour feemed to refine and fettle its powers
and perceptions, till thofe turbulent paffions,
:which of late rufhed like a cataract through
‘my frame, now, with a gentle, health-
ful current, gave motion to my pulfes.

We learnt from Pheebe, that .many
Jetters came from Mabel to her elder
ibrother, the contents of which he fo cau-
ioufly concealed, as made it obvious we
‘vere their {ubje&. This news only con-
ifirmed us in the. belief that Tracey had
treached England fafely ; and afforded us
lat the fame tme the flattering idea, that
iour: friends were anxioufly labouring to
irecover us; however their progrefs mlrrht
e impeded by obftacles, we could nei-
ther guefs at, nor decide upon: nor were
ithefe fuppof' tions vain. An order at.
dlength arrived that we fhould be deli-
tvered to the’ officer who thould prefent its
counter-part.  Oh, what joy, what gra-
titude, what anxiety, did this profpect
wof .a deliverance afford us! From the
idawn of the morning till night black-
€ned the occan, did one or the other
ity O watclh
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watch with eager expc&anon the  pig-
mifed veflel.—We beheld it at laft, and
hardly could Effex himfelf have been more
welcome to my eyes. |

Tracey once more landed, and glad‘
was the greeting on all fides.—He - pre-
fented each of us letters—-dear and
precious charatters ! my foul poured
through my eyes when I again beheld them!
With lavilh tendernefs Effex hailed my
fecond refurreétion, and vowed to fhew his
fenfc of the blemno by an implicit fub-
miffion to my wni —* You fhall ao
more complam of the terrors of a | camp,
my love,” continued he'; ¢ I tarn for EVEL,
from the bloody {cene.—A court no lon
ger has any charms for me: infpire
vwith jufter fentiments, alive to  purer
pleafures, in your heart and my own will I
"henceforth look for the wayward ftraggler,
happinefs. Iam no lenger, my fiveet Elli-
nor, the Eflex you. have known! 1 am
.become an abfolute ruftic, a mere philo:
fopher. With you I will abjure ghe
world, and in fome folitary fpot, devot

m}felf to love and the ic;enccs. _O:‘
3 fhu
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| fhut your heart, like me, my love, to the
paft, and look only tewards the future.
I wait with impatience the news of your
| fafe arrival in Cumberland, and date from
1 that day our happinefs.”

~ Thefe words were to my foul, what
‘the balmy breath of fpring is to the frozen
bearth : the winds at once ceale to blow,
{the fnow finks into her bofom, the hut]s
.put forth their verdure, and nature for-
 gets fhe has fuffered.

Tracey came fraught with gifts rather
"fuited to the fpirit of the donor, than
‘that of the accepter ; yet they opened
‘the heart of the Laird of Dornock, who
tliftened toithe avowal of Tracey’s love
..wlthout repugnance ; and at length pro-
tmifed him his fifter, if, at the expiration
‘of two years, his rank in the army en-
‘titled him to claim her.—The tears of
‘t'hc young lovers for ever cemented thofe
.\.'ows his will thus authorized. _]03 hav-
ing difpofed my heart to receive the
“foft impreffions of every gentle paffion,
g;tmcrmfhmg all thar were not fo, I re-
& Var. I11. Is mere-
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membered, with aftonithment, the moment
when "I readily adopted the ambitious
projects of Lffex.—Rank, riches, glory,
what are ye ?~—Gay ornaments which lend
{plendor indeed to felicity, but which only
incumber and weigh down the foul when
ftruggling with the waves of misfortune :
gladly we lighten ourfelves of fuch ad-
ventitious goods, and grafp in tranquillity
and love, the unenvied, but rich eflence
of all our fortune. :
In life, as in profpecs, we can long
enjoy only a bounded view; and all
which prefent, either to the mind or eye,
a multiplicity of objects, however great
or beautiful, overftrain the faculdes, and
deftroy the pleafure. Rejecting at once
every gaude vanity delights in, from
the diftant throne, and the mighty mul-
titude, ready perhaps in turn to condu&
me to it, my foul called forth the beloved
individual, and feating him at my fide in
a {afe and humble folitude, afked what we
fhould lofe by the change ?—lofe ! Ah!
sather what might we not gain *—How
fweet
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t fweet was 1t then to find that Lord Effex
[ himfelf at length cherithed ideas wholly
! fimilar; that, weary of war, ambition, envy,
~ &nd all the turbulence of life, in renouncing
| the court ‘of Elizabeth, he left, with the
- power, the with of poflefing it !—That
¢ time, folitude, reflettion, difappointment
(atfelf, had rather refined than extin-
' guithed” his tafte, which thus regained
' its true bias : feeking in the powers of
the mind, and the impulfes of the heare,
a 'happinefs not to be found on carth,
- avhen thofe fources fail to fupply it.
- .In leaving for ever the dreary {cenc 6f
‘my exile, I could be fenfible of 6iily one
fregret = but flattering myfelf, that Tracey
‘would ere long reflore the fweet. Phgsht
to my friendthip, 1 foon dried up the
tears doe to' the floods that charming
girl beftowed upon eur parting. The
rapid motion' of the' veffel bore no pro-
portion to my impatience ; whenever 1
leoked, that detefted ifle was ftill in view s
Trhought we fheuld never lofer fgh" of -it.
[ ALK - I_, i h 0‘1
o3l
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Oh! how I anticipated the fweet re-
pofe which awaited us in the green foli-
tudes of Cumberland ! 1 flattered myfelf
that Eflex would already be there ; though
Tracey aflured me, {pies ftill followed
his fteps, from which only a long con-
firmation of his peaceful intentions could
relieve him.

At length the pleafant {hore of Eng-
land was defcried ; welcome to my heart
was the fhout which proclaimed it! Our
very fouls fhot through our eyes once
more, to hail our native country. We
found at the port, fervants, and every
accommodation that might render our
journey ealy. Ah! how beautiful was
that journey !—a thoufand various objeéts
of fimple majefty united to form one
perfect whole ; and a new delight ftole on
every fenfe, as we wound through vary-
ing vallies embowered by hanging woods,
which were refletted in many an expanfe of
water, and- dim fhadowed at intervals by
mountains whofe arid heights, defied the
fun they feemed to fivell to. - ;
Far
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" _Far in thefe green labyrinths we came at
once upon the Caftle from whence I now
write.—It is in fact only an elegant ruin,

. and might rather be termed the refidence

of the anchorite, Solitude. In tearful glad-
nefls the fair owner threw her arms round

. my neck, and bleft the power which per-

mitted us at laft to reft here.
From this antique manfion do I date
my narrative ; and, in arranging it, feek

~enly to fill up thofe hours vet unbleft

with the prefence of him born to £l

. every future one. Dear Lady Pembroke,

I cannot exprefs to you the divine repofe

- which hufhes at laft my overworn faculdes,

—1I look back with wonider on all the paft
griefs, the mortal conflicts, my fthatered

* frame has contended with. So pure, {o per-
« fe&, is now my grateful tmnqu]m that It
‘ fcems proof even againft misfortune ic-

b =
{elf. —No more fhall my beating heart—

my burning brain—but why thould 1 re-

“wert to fuch difmal recolle&ions ?

Embofomed in the maternal arims of

nature ; fafc in the obfcure and {olitary

- s fitu-
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fitvation of this ivied afylum, here my
aflrighted foul, like a fcared bird, faindy
folds up its weary wings ! delights to be
alone, and joys in mere fafety. I think
I can never be happy, be grateful enough,
and while my heart exhaufts itfelf in en-
joyment, I ftill call on it for cbullitions to.
which it 1s unequal. Pride, paifion, va-
nity, all the groffer particles of my na-
ture are at once exhaled, and every pure,
every focial virtue, unfolds and blofloms
to the vernal fun, forerunning even the
{now-drop.

Oh ! that radiant, glorious luminary !
how new to me feems its influence !'—
Dark have been the films through which
I have hitherto viewed 1t. Pardon, my
darling friend, thefe flights of fancy : how
playful does the mind grow when at peace
with itfelf !

Haften, generous Tracey, haften to-
my love, and inform him of our arrival.
But is not Tracey already gone? Oh!
haften then, my Effex; quit that bufy
{cene, where virtue inceflantly hovers

on the verge of a precipice a thoufand
ready



]
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‘ready hands would plunge her over,—

partake with me the deep repofe of this
folitude—no longer heed Elizabeth her-

~ felf ; not even her power can reach us

here. Nature’s gigantick phalanx, im-
paffable mountains prefeat their formi-
dable fummits in long array, overawing
every inferior guard ; while, in their vi-
vid hollows, happinefs repofes on the bo-

fom of her mother, Nature.—Oh ! come

then, and in

« A life exempt from public haunt,

\$¢ Find tongues in trees, books in the running fircams,.

&< Sermmons in flones, and geod tn every thing.”
) & b g

A thunder-belt falls on my brain !
Avenging heaven, why does it not wholly
fplic 1t ? Tried—fentenced—condemned
—while I, entomnbed in a new detefted
folitude, gaily dreamt ‘of endiefs happi-
nefs.—Oh | ler me once more rufth madly
into the world, overwhelm my agonized

L 4. fenles
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{fenfes with the fhouts of armies—the
groans of the dying—fountains of blood
—rivers of tears—find if poffible a hor=
ror in nature may counteract that now
raging; in my foul.—The wreck of the
univerfe alone can equal it.—But let me
give the ruin fcope—wherefore, wheres
f01 2, (thould I wilh it leflened—Ch ! La.c‘v
Pembroke !

LADY PEMBROKLE WRIT ES

The trembling hand of the friend laft
invoked, takes up the pen to fimith the
woes of a fair unfortunate, who will ne-
ver more be her own hiftorian.—Alas, they
had now reached their clinax.

The eccentric turn of mind which:
made the fiveet Ellinor form a plan {o
extraordinary as her fuppofed death and
burial, excited an aftonifhment in me,
its artiul execution alone could increafe.
Neverthelefs, the regular purfuit of a
fingle idea was far from perfuading her
friends, that her intelleéts had recovered
their tone, or equality.

' When
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\ = When this heart. breaking narrative
t came to my hands, I could not but ob-
i ferve that the fiveet miftrefs of Effex had a
1very partial knowledge of his charatter,
tor information of his a&ions.— Bleft
iwith the moft equitable and generous heart
tthat ever a&tuated a human bofom, that
| nobleman’s virtues often took a falfe color
from the felfith views of thofe who once
‘found the way to it. Credulity was fo
much his fault, that even his enemies pro-
(fited by it, whom he always ceafed to
| confider as fuch, the moment they deign-
ted to deceive him with a falfe proteftation
‘of regard—In fa&, the lenity of his na-
.ture continually counterated that am-
‘bition, which was its only vice; and ir-
 radiated his character with the milder glo-
 ties of humanity ; a luftre, more foft, pure,
1and lafting, than mere conqueft can beftow.
‘Neverthelefs, the early habits of power
rand diftinion had feized on his affetions,
land even his love co-operating with that
indulged foible, they increafed togetlier.
-The darmg projet he had formed was
no
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no way unfeafible, had he managed it
with addrefs : for he poffeffed the hearts
of the whole kingdom, a few envious in-
dividuals excepted. But art was unknown
to Effex ; and thofe his fuperiority of-
fended, were proficients in that fcience :
unhappily too, they were fo immedi-
ately around the Queen, that they could
convert the fulpicions fhe fometimes en-
tertained of his conduét, into certainty.
Yet fo rooted was her love for this un-
fortunate favorite, that it long contended
with that fhe bore herfelf ; -and tears
of illgudged fondnefs have often abforbed
the bitternefs his enemies would have
wrought to his ruin. Such a weaknels alone
could induce a fovereign, wife and experi-
enced like Elizabeth, to delegate a power -
{carce inferior to her own, into the hands |
of a Nobleman, valiant, popular, and
afpiring. In confenting to Effex’s com-
mand in Ireland, the Queen made am
abfolute facrifice of her own inclination
(which was only graiified when he was
near her) to his ; or, perhaps, in effeét,

both
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i'both unconfcioufly yielded to-the f{ecret
" policy which invariably fought to fepa- -
vrate them.—Convinced fhe had bound

ihim to her hy every tie of gratitude,
1 honor, and confidence, how muft {o high.
“a {pirit as that of Elizabeth be fhocked,
“wounded, and irritated, to-{ee her favorite
'{I Joiter away his days maively in- Ireland,
1 regardlefs alike of her admonitions, and
I the cenfures of the people !—Infenfibly
{fhe imbibed the prejudices of the Cecil
ifamily, the inflexible enemies of the
{ Earl ; to whom. fhe fubmitted the govern-
tment of the ftate, lefs from any efteem for
itheir talents, than the latent defire of
ipiquing the negligent Effex, to whom
i they were equally obnoxious. Time con-
| firmed to the Cecil faction, the influence
ithey at fuft owed folely to refentment..
"The wearifome fupinenefs of the Lord
{Deputy was at once fucceeded by a
{{ufpicious, and myfterious conduct. His
{ fecret treaties with the arch-rebel, Tiroen,
‘the anonymous captive who feduced
‘him into thefe—all was reported with ag-
L gravation.

- Se— 7
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gravation te Elizabeth. The refentment
occafioned by the error of his condu&,
was doubled when the knew that of his
heart : jealoufy took full poffefion of
hers, and fhe determined to make him
feverely fenfible of her power; but fhe
was told it was not f{afe, at that period, to
recall him. Obliged for the firft time in
her life to controul herfelf, and” meditate
how to get him again into her power,
her temper became abfolutely intoleras
ble. Her Ladies preferved a melancholy
filence, fave the artful few won over to
foment, and profit by, her irritated paf-
fions. The fate of Effex feemed wholly
to depend on the event of a war, hitherto
unprofperous ; when to the aftonithment
alike of friends and enemies, without
performing any confiderabie exploit which
might fecure him a weicome, the Earl
pofted fuddenly home, and prefented |
himfelf before Elizabeth, with the daunts
lefs air of unblemithed innocence. Whe-
ther the furprife of the moment really
revived that powerful pafiion of which

he
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"%ie had fo long been the objc&, or whe-
teher fear for her life made her diffemble
I'the bitternefs and rage f{welling at her
U heart, is a circumftance which never reach-
ved my knowledge. It is certain the Queen
iteceived him gracioufly, and liftened to
id very imperfe® and incoherent defence
tof his conduct. They parted friends;
tand Effex inftantly giv:ng way to tha
eredulity, which fo often made C\ClY ,
!talent art and nature could unite in his
jpcrfon abertive, confidered himfelf as
teffeCtually re-eftablifhed in her heart,
tand indulged all the exultation fuch a wi-
tumph over his enemies could not fail to
“occafion.
‘% What a thunder-ftroke then was his im-
mediate difgrace ! a difgrace he could not
'but impute to his own imprudence ; fince
“in returning without advice, he had deliver-
“ed himfelf voluntarily into the hands of his
zenemies. To the mortification of a long
nand humiliating imprifonment was fhortly
\after fuper-added a killing grief, in the
i ﬁJppo{'ed lofs of the beauteous Ellinor.

I\ Com
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Refigning himfelf to a fullen and filent
defpm Eflex no longer condefcended to;
offer Elizabeth any further vindication of
his conduc, nor could be perfuaded te,

‘make the leaft f{ubmiffion. This con<
|

cufion of feelings, however, fhivered,

his animal, no lefs than his mental, fy{'—
tem. A fever followed, which foon rofe|
to a dangerous height. Obftinately re-
je&ing all medical advice, he declared a
thoufand times that he withed only to die #
nor had the with been vain, but that the

Queen, unable wholly to fubdue the fenti-*
‘ments of tendernefs which had fo long:
reigned in her heart, fent her owa phy=! |

A

!

-"Icmn to attend him, with offers of peace’
and pardon. The defperate ftate in which
‘he found the Earl, was faithfully reported:
to Elizabeth ; who, touched to the heawt;:
‘hefitated whether fhe fhould not revive

‘him by an immediate vifit ; fo hard wilki |

it always be to counterat by political

manceuvres the genuine impreflions ‘ofi -

nature. The Cecil party fuddenly found
Fhemfelves on the brink. of: ruin ;. andi
2 every
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every argument, fear, pride, or prudence,
.could fuggeft, was enforced to delay this
interview. Elizabeth yielded to the pow-
erful combination of reafons in that in-
fftance, but could not deny herfelf the
pleafure of correfponding with Lord Ef-
fex as he grew better ; and foon fuffered
him to vindicate his conduét: nay, even
condefcended to reproach him with the
anknown lady who had fo fatally influ-
snced it. To this perplexing hint, he
ceplied, his grief alone muft anfwer ;
ind the melancholy tenor of his life fo
¢xactly agreed with this declaration, that
Zlizabeth preffed no farther into a fecret
t was plain the grave now veiled : ra-
her feeking by kindnefs to invigorate
- mind ill-fortune had borne too hard
ipon. :
< It was now the fhining time in the hfe
f Effex. The purple torrent of .fuc-
‘efsful war had hitherto fwept away, or
th, thofe {weet humanities, thofe focial
sirtues, time at length brought to light in
e vale of adverfity ~—Endued with. elo-
71, quence,
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quence, tafte, {cience, fenfe, and fenfibility,
he now refigned himfelf to the charms of
philofophy, poefy, and the mathematicks 3
innocent and tranquil refources, to which
the mind muft ever turn whea difap~
pointed, if bleft with powers capable of
relithing them.  Thhe Cecils never thought
Effex more dangerous. Age and infir-
muty now made Elizabeth anxious for
peace abroad, and tranquillity at home,

and there wanted only a meeting be-

tween her, and the altered Earl, to re-
eftablith him in her favor : but that
meeting his enemies entered into a league
to prevent ; and began, by winning Eli-
zabeth’s phyfician to order the Ear]l of
Effex into the country.—An artifice {0
refined as his liberation was not immedi-
ately difcovered to be policy by any party;
and the Queen lulled into a belief that

fhe could honorably receive him when
y ‘

he fhould return, fuffered him to depatt
without an audience.

Wearied of wars, camps, and poli-
tical jealoufies, and difcuffions, the melan-

chol
!I

S
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choly Effex defired in freedom only the
{olitude he found; when Tracey re-
turned with the aftonifhing news that
 the miftrefs he ftill adored yet exifted.
-—Fatal news to his future repofe !—The-
jampoffibility of openly claiming Ellinor,
irevived with his paffion all his dangerous
tand precarious projects—Every other
teffort to obtain her was made without
Ifuccefs, ere he fecretly applied to the
W King of Scots; who always knew his own
interelt too well to grant any favor with-
tout having fecured an adequate return.
' Tames ardently defired to be nominated as
‘the fucceflor of Elizabeth by herfelf, and
‘had not {pared bribes, promifes, or flat-
tery, to intereft thofe around her whom
‘he thought likely to influence her choice.
‘The unhoped overtures of the man
iwhofe courage and ambiticn James moft
feared, was a.circumftance of importance,
Unmfouued of the real name or charac-
ters of the prifoners Lord Eflex {o eagerly
Idefired to recover, the King of Scots fent
the Laird of Dornock notice to guard
‘them more ftri¢tly. The impetuous tem-
*Vor. IIL M per

?
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per of Effex made him always refign to
the prevailing object, every other intereft:
but a. treaty like this could not be car-
. ried on fo fecretly as to efcape the fuf-
picious eyes of the minifters. With
what malignant joy did they filently
watch its progrefs till the moment when
its publication would inflame the Queen
to their withes !

Effex now once more thought it his in-
tereft to be bufy, admired, and popular : he
relapfed into all his old habits, and, hav-
ing won the Queen’s permiffion, returned
_to London. Far, however, from pro-
fiing by this indulgence, to re-inftate
himfelf in her favor, he remained entirely
at home; throwing open his doors to all
impoverithed officers, and clergy, among
whom a number of {pinted adventurers
appeared, whofe lavith praifes feemed to
render his popularity greater than ever.

Llizabeth, with difguft, beheld him
affume the diftin&ions fhe perhaps intended
once more to beftow ; and kept in filence
a ftiuét waitch upon his conduét. By 2

£e-
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tefinement, known only in politicks, ~his
enemies fcattered among his partizans
many creatures of their own, inftructed
- to dive into all his intentions, and {pread
abroad feditious and treafonable projeéts,
a3 though intrufted by himfelf with fuch.
"This malice was but too fuccelsful.=
tInflated with the adulation of 'misjudging
‘friends, the extravagant admiration of the
“multitude, and the infidious attacks of
"“his enemies, the deluded Effex {prung
tthe mine himfelf by which he was
-ji-def’c'royed.
- The mifchief commenced by a broil
“between the Lords Southampton dnd
“Grey; the Taft affavling the former in
“the ftreet ; and, though Lhe offender was
ﬁlceremomouﬂy pumfhed the fpirit of
“party broke out in a thoufind hule”
'ﬂally quarrels. The Queen, already per-
tfuaded that Effex, ever haughty and
iimpetuous, {corned her power, defpifed
Ther perfon, and only waited a favor-
‘able’ moment openly to infult both, was
urrltated beyond all endurance by the artful
1'% M 2 dii=
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difcovery (at this cruel crifis) of his fecree
treaty with the King of Scots. Its real
caufe was unknown to her, and the of-
fence, though wifling n itfelf, of a na-
* ture moft likely to exalperate a Sovereign
whofe eyes were ever turned from a fuc-
ceflor fhe refufed to acknowledge.
The difcovery proved decifive—Eliza-
beth inftantly refolved to deliver her un-
grateful favorite up to the laws of his
country, and authorized a judicial in-
quiry into his conduct. The Cecil party
defired no more; for well they knew,
Effex would rather die than brook the
deliberate indignity. The commiffioned
Lords affembled at his houfe en a Sunday,
as the time when they fhould be moft
{afe from the infults of the parual po-
pulace.—They found the Earl fuffici-
ently inflimed, who, fwearing he never
more would become a voluntary prifoner,
fhut up the Lord Keeper, and the reft,
in his own houfe, ruthing forth armed,

and followed only by a few friends and
do-
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domeflics to claim the protetion of the
people.

" By a fatality not peculiar to himfelf,
the bubble, popularity, which had fo
long fwelled and glittered before his mif-
taken eyes, burft at once, and left to him
a vacuum in nature. The facred day
was but too judicioufly chofen by his ene-
~ mies.—— Without preparation——almoft
without a friend, the unhappy Eiiex
“rufhed through the ftreets of Iondon,
i crowded only with peaceful and humble
\'mechanics, who emerged from every
i clofe lane environed by their wives and
\ children to enjoy the w ee]«,sy holiday.—
‘To people of this flamp the gallant Tof-
{fex was almoft unkno\vn—cextmn!) -
tdifferent ; with ftupid and curious eyes,
I'they turned to gaze on thofe warlike
ifteps none ventured o follow—fteps
wwhich bore; the noble Effex {o falt to-
Award ruin. Diftrefs, however, only in-
(creafed his defperation, and the citizens
tbeing fpirited into making an ineffeSual
teffort to prevent his return, a fLirmith

R 2 enfued.
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enfued. The amiable Tracey had . the
fate he defired, and fell ac the fide of
his Lord ; who, even in this cruel mo-
.ment, dropt a tear on a youth fo beloved.
{fame, honor, happinefs, nay, even life,
‘were fleeting faft from Effex ; and however
carelefs of thefe goods, friendthip ftill
afferted her rights over his feelings—In
compaffion to the few generous adherents
who muft have fallen in his caufe, had
he longer refifted, the Earl ar length fur-
rendered his {word.

All was now over with s admired,
and erring favorite.—Imprifoned in the
“'Tower he had ample leifure to re-con-
fider the events which brought him
there.—The defertion of the people had
opened his eyes to the realities of life.—
He too fenfibly found, that, while he minif-
tered to their neceffines, their pride, or
their pleafures, the multitude could rend
the air with acclamations ; but that the mo-
ment a claim is in turn made on their
feelings, they always become cold, tor-
pid, and inanimate. He perceived with

vamn
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vain regret that he had been duped into
this outrage on the laws of fociety, by
the manccuvres of his enemies, no lefs
than the credulity of his heart. But Lord
Effex was not formed to profic by thefe hu-
miliating difcoveries; they imprefled a
nature {o generous, only with the deepeft
difguft.—He was, however, confoled with
remembering that felf-prefervation was
the fole motive for his daring attack,
and that no ation of his hfe had vet
violated the duty he had fworn the
Queen. He refolutely prepared- himfelf
to meet the judgment of his peers, and
only lamented the friendfhip which involy-
ed the generous Southampton in his fate ;
who fhared without regret the prifon of a
friend fo dear.

The Queen, meanwhile, experienced
every emotion fuch a painful contrariety
of paffions muft neceffarily occafion.
The imprifonment of her favorite, as
ufual, feemed to cancel his offence : bur
he was now beyond her jurifdi&tion, and
the vi&im of the laws., She had un-

M 4 happily
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happily furrendered him up to them,.
and robbed herfelf of every prerogative
but that of pardoning; a prerogative fhe
feared fo high a fpirit would never folicit
her to exert.—She regretted, too late,
having driven him to fo dangerous an ex-
treme, and while his fate was yet uncer-:
tain, fuffered more, perhaps, than he did:
in its completion.

The friends of the Earl, perfuaded that
no kind of influence would be {pared to
bring him to the block, were unanimous
in intreating him to win over the Queen
by an early repentance and fubmiffion :
but they knew not the grandeur of the
heart they would have humbled.—Born
to diftinguith himfelf moft - eminently
when outward diftinétions were with-
drawn, 1t was then only Eflex feemed
to ufe his better judgment. ¢ Can any
one call himfelf my friend,” would he in-
dignantly exclaim, ““and yet wifh me poorly
to petition for an. obfcule, an ignominious
life > What! to pine away the flower of
manhood in infamy and folitude ! fhunned
by all yet unfligmatized by public juflice,

and
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and fhunning, in turn, the exalted cha-’
racters 1 dare no longer emulate.—Shut
up with thofe tormenting companions,
my own thoughts, till led, perhaps, by
defperation, to infli¢t that fate upon my-
felf, I have meanly evaded receiving
from the law.—No, my friends, I am en-
thralled here as a traitor—if proved one,
it is fit I expiate my .crime; and if ac-
quitted I know the value of a life ven-
tured hitherto only for my country.”’——
Neither arguments, or intreaties, could
fhake his refolution ; and he heard with
unequalled firmnefs that public fen-
tence, from which, he ftill perfifted, there
was no appeal. In vain every dear and
affeting image was pourtrayed in the
ftrongeft colours before his aétive ima-
gination.—From that of the woe-ftruck’
‘Ellinor, liberated too late, and weaving in
ia diftant folitude a thoufand fairy bow-
ers for love and happinefs to dwell in—
from her alone his nature thrunk. < You
imay wound my heart,” would he fighing
fay, ¢ through every vein ; but my reafon
is ftill inflexible, nor is even that fiveet
: creature
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creature an argument for my fubmitting
o c‘l{gmce—a]o' when I raifed my
eves to the\,, dear Ellinor, my confcious
foul beheld in idelf all that could intde
me to mate with thee.—] cannot refolve
to look up even to the woman I adore.—
Better fhe thould weep me dead, than
fecretly defpife me while yet exifting.—
Pure and precious will be the tears that
fall upon my grave, but never could I
behold one which would not fecretly re-
proach me. Leave me, my friends,
to my fate ; honor has hitherto been the
invariable rule of my condu&, nor can I
now adopt another.”

From the moment the condemnation
of Effex reached the Queen, peace and
reft were ftrangers to her.—The chofen
of her heart was now the vi¢tim of the
laws, and that heart muft bleed through
his, unle‘s he could be induced to tthW
}nmfelf on her mercy. A thoufand emif-
{aries aflured him of a ready pardon——
a word, a wifh, w ould have obtained it.—

To thefe he ever replied with the fame col-
lected
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lected air, ““that had the Queen earlier
?fhewn him this indulgence, his life had
mever come within the cenfure of the’ law ;
 but as even her utmoft bounty now could
only prolong to him the liberty of breath-
| 1ng, he was willing, as well for her fafety
as in {ubmiffion to his fentence, to refign
a privilege, which had been a bur-
then the moment it became his only one.”
An anfwer thus calculated to touch the
moft indifferent heart, ftabbed that of
Elizabeth : yet as, unafked, to grant him
a pardon, would ftamp her declining life
with inexcufable weaknefs, fhe under-
went every hour the moﬁ trying con-
flicts.

Ah! whydo I fay the moflt trying?
alas, there was a fair, and forlorn one,
buried in Cumberiand, who more than
died when this cruel intelligence reached
her. As the {entence of Effex extended to
s friend Southampton, the relations of
the latter difpatched an exprefs to his
wife, hoping fhe would arrive in London
time cnough to folicit his pardon of the

Quecen.
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Queen. The meffenger found the un-
fortunate Ladies buoyed up with fafety,
folitude, and many a gentle hope.
When the approach of harfes echoed
through the remote valley, no other emo; |
tion was excited in either, than the fond
and latent flutter arifing from the idea
that it might be one or both of the con-
demned I arls.—How terrible was then |
the tranfidon in their minds, when fullir‘
informed of their defperate fituation ;
and bereft of every refource c_\:pﬂé"ted
mifery fupplies ! The unhappy wife of
Southampron, engrofied by her own fhare
in the affliction, obferved not its uccp,,
its deadly cﬂc&, on the intelleéts of her
equally fuffering friend ; till the ftupe-
faction of Ellinor became intenfe, and
obvious, and the evil irremediable. =

The human mind, even when moft
elevated, is not cqual to the influence of
two oppofing paffions—a facrifice muft
be made, and friendfhip yiclds to love.
_Lady Southampton pofted away with
unremitting  diligence, intrufting  her

friend
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| friend to the care of faithful {ervants, who
| were directed to bring her forward more
| leifurely.—The deep gloom of the fweet
Ellinor’s mind, in the courfe of the jour-
Iney, gave way to a vague and irregu-
[lar gaiety ; but as this had fomcn‘nes
| forerun her recovery, fo might. it then,
| had the been furrounded with iuch perfons
fas knew her difpofition.—Thofe. who
thad her ,in charge, uninformed of her
| name, fituation, and wounded {pirit, could
! notreafonably be expected to guard againft
i events they could not pofﬁb]y forefee.
It happened, one day, that while they
" were refting, Ellinor caft her eyes upon an
i extenfive bmidmg, full in fight, and her
Hva.ndermg imagination called it Kenil-
rworth —An ofﬁcxous attendant informed
| her:it was Fotheringay Caftle.~—She wildly
I fhrieked, ftretched forth her arms expref-
] ﬁvcly towards the fatal manfion, then tear-
Ling thofe lovely trefles once efore de-
voted to her calamity, and fcarce grown
tto their ufual luxuriance, threw herfelf on

ithe ground, and relapfed into total in-
/ fanity.

Lo

* But
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But when Lady Southampton entered
the prifon of her Lord, upon whofe ach-
ing bofom fhe poured forth all her grier
and paffion, his difturbed friend found
every fibre of his heart wrung ; and turn-
ing a fearful, eager eye toward the door,
felt a horror not to be exprefied, at finding
no one followed her.—The afflicted wife
wanted prefence of mind to conceal a
truth which confummated the fate of
Effex—a truth f{o terrible, that fain would
he have believed it invented by his friends
to reconcile him to his fentence.—Con-
vinced at length—¢ now indeed ‘do 1
feel the weight “of my bonds—now indeed
nmIapr;foner ’ would he'exclaim.—¢¢ OH,
Ellinor, matchlefs EHinor, that I conld
fly to thee ! recall once more that un-
equalled foul, which always, like a fright-
‘ened bird, forfakes its home when mifery
hovers over it.—Thou, thou, haft broken
a {pirit equal to every other aﬂh&ion-—
thou haft made a coward of me—to fave
thee, my love, I could almoft refolve,
poorly to condition for a difgracefil
pe, and with to fopvive my ]o'.'.o..

2 e
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| Perﬁmded that his prefence would have the
| fame effe® it once before took at St
' Vincent’s Abbey, he paffionately foli-
teited o fee her. This fingle idea
| feized upon his mind—it even became
{his folemn requeft—his dying with.—In
. the hopelefs fiate of her diforder the ef-
[fet of their meeting was dreaded only
con his account ; but as intreaty and ar-
. gument proved vain, his friends at length
 refolved to yield to his paffionate, his only
 folicitation. The day was now appointed
| for the execution of Effex, and the par-
i don of Southampton granted, which alone
}ahe defired ;—as all his friends were freely
5,;31m1tted to his perfon, there was no
(difficulty in leading thither the darling of
{his heart, in the habit of a youth, ac-
t companied by Lady Southampton.——
' Worlds could not have bribed me to
p witnefs fuch an interview.—Ah, deareft
| Ellinor ! were thofe fenfes they {o eagerly
tdefired to reftore to thee, in reality a lofs ?
| How, had they been perfect, wouldeft
I thou ha\ e fupported the trying [cene, ex-
2, . piring
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piring love, and officious friendihip,
dragged thee to witnefs *—How wouldeft
thou have fixed thine eyes on the gloomy
tower, or thofe guarded gates through
which thy lover muft fo foon be borne,
but never more fhould pafs *—How muft
thy foul have bled to behold thofe fire
features a few hours were to f{eparate
from the heart which then gave them fuch
agonized expreffion ! But that fuperla-
tive mifery was not ordained thee.—Re- -
tired, beyond the reach of love itfelf,
were all the various powers of that fuf
ceptible foul !—Thy wvague eyes “con-
fefled not their everlafting  object—thy .
ear caught not his voice—nor did thy
bofom anfwer with a fingle figh, “the °
burlts of grief which ftruggled at that *
of thy lover, ftill exquifitely alive to every
‘human afflicion ! To thee his parting
foul yet clung ; and when his eyes beheld
thee no longer, they willingly thut out
.ereation. He faw not, from the moment
of Ellinor’s departure, friend or relation ;
but turning all his contemplations towards

the
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zhe awful futurity in which he was {o foon
to launch, died to this world even before
‘his execution.

On the night which preceded that
event, this billet, equally addrefled to my
fifter (with whom the dear unfortunate re-

‘fided) and myfelf, was delivered.

* +¢¢ Dear, generous guardians of the loft
angel ‘my foul yet bleeds over, receive
in this my parting bleffing ; and pardos,

oh, pardon, an incredulity but teo fe-

verely punithed by convifion ! a convic-

tion {o terrible as reconciles me to the

death to-morrow will beflow. Yes, thefz
eyes have been blafted with beholding

sthe pale ftatue of my love, dead while yet

every aching fenfe.

‘breathing—{peechlefs—infenfate. —-To

the gathered multitude—the fatal fcaffold
—the axe which feparates foul and bedy, I
turn ‘for relief when this remembrance
prefles upon me,

¢ Adieu, ye faithful fifters of the gallant

‘Sydney—Oh ! if intelligence too late

fhould vifit the fair form bequeathed to
wyour friendfhip, with {ympathy foothe
Yet wake no

Vor. L. N -
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more to woe my worfhipped Ellinor !'—
Still may thy pure {piric flumber in its
breathing tomb, till that appointed hour
which at length unites thee to thy

ESSEXX
Tower.

It {feemed as .if in this epiftle he en-
clofed every lingering weaknefs of mor-
tality ; for the remaining hours of his
life were devoted folely to the duties of.
religion.—In the flower of manhood, at
the age of three and thirty, this envied
favorite refigned every earthly diftinétion,
and afcended the {caffold with a compo-
fure innocence and Heaven alone can
beftow. The melting multitude too late
bewailed to fee his glorious youth fet thus
in blood.—His ear caught the general
murmur of forrow and applaufe ; he caft
a look of correfted knowledge on the
{pectators ; then lifting his eyes to Heaven,
ferenely fubmitted to the executioner ;
who fevered a head and heart, which, had
they acted in unifon, might have awed the
world.

of
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Of her fo much beloved, fo generoufly,
fo fatally faithful, little more remains to
‘be faid—Neither time, care, or medi-
.cine, ever availed toward the reftoration
of thofe inteliets which might only have
proved an additional misfortune—Yet
seven .in this ftate of infanity, Heaven
permitted her to become the inftrument
of a fingular and exemplary vengeance.

A year or more had elapfzd, during which
her calamity took all thofe wariable and
~dreadful forms peculiar to itfelf.—The
-defire of having every medical affiftance
unade me often bring her to Lendon ;

where one evening, with a degree of re-
flettion and art fometimes blended with in~
' Aanity, {he eluded the careofherattendants;
and well knowing every avenue of the pa-
Jdace, paffed them all with wonderful faciity.

The Queen wholly funk in the chilling
melancholy of incurable defpair, and

“hopelefls age, refigned herfelf up to the
:influence of thofe evils. Her ladies
‘were frequently employed in reading to
“her, which #Vas, the only relief her
“chagrin admitted. Cne memorable
' N 2 night
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night it was my turn—Elizabeth difmifled
every other attendant, in the vain hope
of finding a repofe of which fhe had for
ever deprived herfelf. I purfued my talk a
long while, when the time confpired with
the orders of the Queen to produce a
filence {o profound, that had not her ftarts
now and then recalled my fenfes, hardly
could my half-clofed eyes have difcerned
the pages over which they wandered.—
The door flew fuddenly open—a form
fo fair—fo {ragile—f{o calamitous ap-
peared there, that hardly durft my beat-
ing heart call it Ellinor. The Queen
ftarted up with a feeble quicknefs, but
had only power to falter out a convul-
five egjaculatton. 1 inftantly remembered
that Elizabeth believed her dead, and
unagined this her {pe@tre. The beaute-
ous phantom (for furely never mortal
looked fo like an inhabitant of another
world) funk on one knee, and while her
long garments of black flowed graccfully
over the floor, {he lifted up her eyes to-
ward Heaven, with that namelefs {weet-
nefs, that wild ineffable benignity, mad-

nets.
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nefs alone can give ; then meekly bowed
before Elizabeth.—The Queen, heart-
ftruck, fell back into her fear, without
voice to pronounce a fylable.—Ellinor
arofe, and approached ftill nearer ; {land-
ing a few moments, choaked and filent.
¢ 1 once was proud, was paflionate, 1n-
dignant,” faid the f{weet unfortunate at
laft, in the low and broken voice of in-
exprefiible anguith, ¢ but Heaven forbids
me now to be fo—Oh ! you who was furely
born only to chaftife my unhappy race,
forgive me—I have no longer any fenfe
but that of forrow.” Again fhe funk
upon the floor, and gave way to {obbings
fhe ftruggled in vain to {upprefs. The

. Queen dragged me convulfively to her,

and burying her face in my bofom ex-
claimed indiftinétly,—¢¢ {ave me-—fave
me—oh, Pembroke, fave me from this
ghaftly {pedtre !"—¢¢ Efiex—Eflex—Ef-
fex !” groaned forth the profirate Elli-
nor, cxpreflively raifing her white hand
tat each touching repetition. The vio-
Ilent fhudderings of the Queen, marked

3 the
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the deep effet that fatal name took on-
her.—¢¢ Somebody told me, continued the
lovely wanderer, that he was in the Tower,
but I have looked there for him ull T am.
weary—is there a colder, fafer prifon,.
then? But is a prifen a place for your
faverite, and can you condemn him to.
the grave ?—Ah gracicus Heaven, ftrike
off his head—his beauteous head !—Sea!
up thofe fparkling eves for ever.—Oh,
no, I.thought not,” faid fhe with an al--
tered voice.—<¢ So you hid him here after
all, only to torment me.-—Bur Effex will
not fee me fuffer—will you, my Lord ?
So—fo—fo"—the flow progrels of her
eyes round the room, fhewed, fhe in
imagination followed his fteps.—¢¢ Yes—-
yes,”—added the, with revived {pirits, ¢ I. |
thought that voice would prevail, for |
who could ever refift it >—and only I need: |
die then ; well, 1 do not mind that—1I will, |
fteal into his prifon and {uffer in his place,
but be fure you dor’t tell him {o, for he
loves me—ah ! dearly does he love me, |
but I alone need figh at that, you knowi” |

And l
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Ard figh fhe did indeed.—Oh! what a
world of woe was drawn up in a fingle
breath !—The long filence which follow-
ed, induced the Queen once more to raife
her head—the fame fad objett met her
eyes, with this difference, that the fweet
ereature now ftood up again, and putting
one white hand to her forehead, fhe half
raifed the other, as carneftly demanding
ftill to be heard,’ though her vague eyes
fhewed her purpofe had efcaped her.—
¢ Oh, now I remember it,” refumed fhe,
1 do not mind how you have me murder-

ed, but let me be buried in Fotheringay ;
and be fure I have women to attend me
be fure of that—you know the reafon.”
This incoherent reference to the unpre-
cedented fate of her royal mother, af-
fected Elizabeth deeply.—¢¢ But could
not you let me once more fee him before I
die? refumed the dear wanderer.—Oh !
what pleafure would it give me to view
him on the Throne ! —Ch, I 4o fee him
there !” exclaimed fhe in the voice of fur.
prife and tranfport. ¢ Benign, majeftic |—

N 4 Ah,
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Ah, how glorious in his beauty !—Who

|»

would not die for thee, my Effex !"——

J

¢ Alas, never, never, never, fhall 7 {ce )
2 > b 5

him !” groaned forth the agonized Eli-,

zabeth. ¢ Me married to him !” re-

{

fumed our friend, replying to fome imagi- |

nary {peech,—¢¢ oh, no, I took w:umncr‘

by my {ifter ! —1 w111 have no more bloody

n

marriages : you fee 1 have noring,” wi dlyj

lifplaying her hands, ¢ except a black one;
a black one indeed, if you knew all—but
I need not tell yox that—have I, my
Lord >—look up—here is my love—he
himfelf fhall tell you.” She caught the

1

hand terror had caufed Elizabeth to ex-

tend, but faintly ﬂlricking, drew back her
own, and furveyed 1t with i inexpr effible hor-
ror. ¢ Oh, you have dipt mine in blood!”

exclaimed fhe, ¢ a mother’s blood ! I am |
all contaminated—it runs cold to my
very heart.—Ah, no,—it is—it is the
blood of Effex ; and have you murder- :

ed him at laft, in {pite of your dotage,

and your promifes? murdered the moft
roble of mankind ! and all becaufe he
‘could

:
!

| |

" d

|
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could not love you. Fye on your wrin-
\kles !—can one love age and uglinefs *—
'Oh, how thofe artificial locks, and all
your paintings fickened him !—How
have we laughed at {uch prepofterous ,
folly !—But I have done with laughing
now—we will talk of graves, and fhrouds,
and church-yards——Methinks I fain
would know where my poor fifter lies bu-
ried—you will fay in my heart perhaps—
it has indecd entombed all I love ; yet .
theré muft be fome little unknown cor-
ner in this world, one might call her
grave, if one could but tell where to:
find it : there fhe refts at laft with her .
Leicefter—he was your favorite too—a
bloody, bloody, diftinétion.”—~—The
Queen, who had with difficulty preferved
her fenfes till chis cutting perigd,, now funk.
back in a deep {woon. '

The diftrefs of my fituation cannot be .
sxprefled.—Fearful left any attempt to
{ammon a fingle being (hould irritate the
injured Ellinor to execute any dire
eevenge ; for which I knew not how fhe
‘ was
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was prepared, had not Elizabeth at this
juncture loft her fenfes, I really think mine
would have failed me. I recolletted that the
Queen by every teftimony was convinced |
that the unhappy objedt thus fearfully !
brought before her, died in the country
- long fince ; nor was it wife or fafe, for thofe
who had impofed on her, now to acknow-’
ledge the deception. ¢ So—fo—fo,”"
cried Ellinor, with a ftart, ¢ would onel
have thought it poffible to break that!
hard heart after all? and yet I have’
done it—=She is gone to—no, not gone to
Effex.”———<¢ Let us retire, my fweet
Ellen,” faid I, eager to get her out of
the room, left the Queen fhould fuffer
for want of affiftance.— ¢¢ Hufh,” cried]|
fhe, with increafing wildnefs, ¢ they will}
fay we have beheaded her alfo.—But who
are you ?” fixing her hollow eyes wift-]
fully on me, ¢ I have feen you {omcwherc,
ere now, but I forget all faces in gazing
on his pale one.—I know not where I ant,
nor where you would have me go,’ udc'ed
fhe, foftly fighing, ¢¢ but you look 11x~.c ah
angel of light, 2 wd may be, vou will carry’

135C

F
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me with you to- Heaven.” 1 feized the
blefled minute of compliance, and draw-
ng her mourning hood over her face,
€d her to the lictle court, where my fer-
iants waited my difmiffion ; when com-
imitting her to their charge, I returned to
iwake the ladies in the antichamber,
shrough whofe inadvertent flumbers alone,
Ellinor had been enabled to pafs to the
slofet of the Queen ; a circumftance which
gombined with a variety of others to give
this ftrange vifitation the appearance of
peing fupernatural.

Every common remedy was tried in
wain to recover Elizabeth, and the ap-
plications of the faculty alonc could re-
gall her fenfes; but the terror fhe had
i=ndured thook them forever. Shuddering
with apprehenfions for which only I can
fccount, fhe often holds incomprehen-
fible conferences ; complains of an ideal
vifitor ; commands every Coor to be fhut ;
iyet fhll fancies flie {ees her, and orders
her to- be kept out in vain. The fup-
,?ofcd difregard of thofe in waiting in-
(;cnfes a temper fo many caufes concur
i te
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to render peevith, and her unmerited ant
ger produces the very difregard fhe com—

plains of. Rage and fear unite thus to i
harafs her feeble age, and accelerate the

decay of nature. When thefe acute fent
fations fubfide, gnef and defpair take poft

feffion of her whole foul ;—nor does fhe |
fuffer lefs from the fenfe of her decaying 1

power. Unwilling to refign a good flie
is unable to enjoy, fhe thinks every hand
that approaches, is eager to fnatch 2 fcep*
tre, {lie will not even in dying bequeathi

Oh, fweet Matilda! if yer indecd thou-

furviveft to witnefs this divine vengeance,
thy b‘x,ntle tears would embalm even thy
moft moital cnemy ! thou couldeft not

without pity behold the imperial Eh- @
zabeth, loft to the common comforts of

light, air, nourithment, and pleafures

that mighty mind which will be the |

objet of future, as it has been of pafty

wonder, prefenting now but a breathing |

memento of the frailty of humanity. Ah,
that around her were aflembled al] thofg
afpiring fouls whofe withes centre in dos |

: ninions
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mminion ; were they once to behold this
diftinguithed viétim of ungoverned paf-
fion, able to rule every being but her-
{eit, how would they feel the petent ex-
ample ! Ah, that to them were added
the many who {corning focial love, con-
fine to felf the blefled affections which
alone can {weeten the tears we all are
born to fhed !—Gathering round the
weary couch where the emaciated Queen
withers in royal folitude, they might at
once learn urbanity, and corre® in time
errors, which, when indulged, but too
feverely punith themfelves.

' % ® % ® *® %
ol
" Abforbed and blended in the bufy and
woful fcenes this heart-breaking hiftory
orefented to my mind—an anxious par-
aker in each fucceeding calamity—I
‘eemed to live over again the melan-
tholy years we had been {eparated, in the
verfon of my fifter.—My own misfortunes
—my darling daughter, the whole world
samithed from before my eves—deep-fixed
GB
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on objefts no lenger exifting, or exilks
ing but to double my afiliction : I re-
mained almoft the ftatue of defpair; cvery |
fenfe feeming rivetted on the manufcript
T held ; and buried in fo profound a re-
verie, that Lady Arundeiljudfrcd it prue |
dent to interrupt it.  The confolatory re- |
ﬂcC'fmﬂq her friendhip diftated, died on my
ar, but reached not a heart \"hmh deeply
purﬁ ted the fad chain of ideas thus pre- |
fented to it.—Starting as from a frightful |
fleep, I, at laft, funk on my knees, and
raifing my eyes, with the manufcript, -at |
-once toward Heaven—¢¢ Oh, mighty Au-
‘thor of univerfal being !” fighed I, ¢ thou
who haft lent me fortutude to ftruggle
with almoft unequalled trials, {fupport my
exhaufted foul againlt this laft—his great-
ceft.—Let not the killing idea that .it i
a buman infliicn, trouble the pure.
Aprings of piety, whence alone the weary.
{pirit can draw confolation.——Rather
ﬁrengthen -me with the holy belief thati 1t
a1s thy vifitation for fome wile end orda.m,—._
:ed ; fo fhall my enemies f{leep .in their
graves
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graves uncurfed, and my heart remain in
ithis agitated bolom unbroken. Alas,
iwho knows but by thy divine appoint-
yment, I may be at laft permirted to recall
the {cattered {enfes of this dear unfortu-
imate ? to foothe that deeply-wounded,
Ithat embittered fpirit ! Ah, Ellen?—
“Ah, my fifter I” groaned I, deluged at laft
‘with falutary tears, e ch'wfrcd—lofk—am
"nihilated as thou art, my unaltered affec-
jon muft ever deﬁre thee.—I need not
‘inquire whether the is here—your f{ym-
ipathizing, generous tears, dear Lady
“Arundell, inform me that the fame roof
dhelters the twin heirs of misfortune.”

Although Lady Arundell acknow-
dedged that my fifter was under her protec-
‘tion, fain would fhe have perfuaded me
t0 delay a meeting fo touching, till more
lablc to fupport it; but, deaf to the
woice of reafon, nature, powelful nature
‘afferted her nghts, and my foul obeyed
her impaffioned impulle. The deep, the
‘eternal impreffion of this agonizing meet-

ing, recurs even now with all' its firft
‘19 2 force.
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force. I had fhuddered at the murder of
my mother—I had groaned on the coffin
of my hufband—I had wept a thoufand
times over the helplefs infant who trem-
bled with my bofom—bur all thefe terrible
fenfations were combined when my f{ad
eyes refted on thofe fiill fo dearto me—
when I faw all their playful luftre quench-
ed, and fet in infenfibility—when T felt
that heart, once the feat of every femi-
nine grace and virtue, throb wild and
unconfcious aganft one which I thought
every moment would efcape from its
narrow boundary.—But let me quit a
{cene too trying for recolleftion—tao
touching for delcription. Oh, Ellinor—
my fifter ! [

i
|
|
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'TI M E, which inures us to every kind
of fuffering, at length firengthened my
mind againft the heavy fadnefs impreffed
on it by the fate of this- dear unconfci-
ous fufferer. It was with true gratitude
and concern 1 learnt that Heaven had
called to itfelf the amiable and accom-
plithed fifter of Lady Arundell, who
catght a cold during her attendance on

Wor. 111. O the
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the fick Queen, which ended in a con-,
tuniption, and carried her off a few months
after Llizabeth. Actuated to the laft bj
the fublimeft fympathy and friendihip,
Lady Pembroke had added, to the mois
cty of the furveyor’s treafure (which he
had caufed to be dug for in the {pot {pe-
cified) a fufficient ﬁu 1 to {ecure the dear
unfortunate Ellinor every comfort her for-
lorn ftate admitted ; placing with her Al
thea, the favorite maid the had fo tenderly
commemorated, and committing both to the
charge of Lady Arundell; who with equal
generofity received fo anxious a truft. A
virtue thus confummate fan&ifies itfelf;
and can recetve neither glory or grace from
the gratitude of humanity ; yet furely thé
incenfe of the heart arifes even to Aeavenr'
accept it then, oh, gentleft of the Sydneys s,
although miphc;ed thc]e !

The ftrange and unaccountable differt
ence in my fifter’s opinion and my own
refpecting Lord Leicefter, fupplied me
a fource of endlefs meditation: yet, ;!s

this difference became obvious only fro
-’
the
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‘the time we amrived in London, I could not
‘help imputing her blindnefs to the fame
‘caufe fhe affigned for mine.—Certainly fhe
vimbibed the unreafonable prejudices of
-Lord Effex;. whofe ambition (however
ifatally expiated) always inclined him to
idiflike a Nobleman born every way to {u-
iperfede him. 1 faw but too plainly from
the irritation and vehemence to which
‘her temper from that period became fub-
ject, how much a woman infenfibly adopts
of the difpofitien of him to whom fhe
gives her heart. I had not however look-
ed on her choice with the contemptuous
jafperity with which fhe regarded mine.—
Lord Effex, I will frankly own, ere yet
he rofe into favor, was gifted like my
filler with every captivating advantage of
narure. The fire and mgenLoufnefs
which afterwards marked his charaer,
tthen lived only in his eyes: and the cul-
ivated underﬁandmﬂ he poffefled, point-
cd every glance with elegance and ex-
preffon One muft have loved Lord
Lexceﬂcr to fee Effex with indifference—

onc muft have loved him to the excefs
Gy 2 I did
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I did perhaps, not to remark the attach-
ment my fifter now avowed.—Innumerable
inftances of it flathed on my memory
which I was aftonithed could at the mo-
ment cfcape me. If fbe was indeed more
clear fighted than myfelf—But why do I
enter on fo vain a difcuflion P—Alas, dear
Ellinor | beloved Leicefter! I have no
richt but to lament ye.

I had likewifc gathered another pain-
£l doubt from the ftory of my fifter.
England had gained a King in the fon of
Miary Stuart, but her unfortunate daugh-
ters muflt not hope to acquire a brother.
Trom the moment I had been informed
that mine had acceded to the throne, the
render mother’s heart had flutcered with
the idea of prefenting to him the lovely
oirl {o nearly allied to his blood. Al-
though resardlefs of diftin&ion 1n my
own perfon, I could not turn my eyes on
the fair daughter of Lord Leicefter with-
out coveting for her every human advan-
‘tage.——Unwilling to be {wayed by pre-
judice, 1 feparately confulted with ;he

ew

L]
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few friends fortune had left me ; who all
concurred in giving me an impreffion of
the King, degrading, if not contempt-
ible. They reprefented him as national,
vain, pedantic, credulous, and partial :
wanting generofity to beftow a royal fu-
neral on the body of the royal martyr,
his unhappy mother; yet daily impo-
verithed to meannefs by favorites and pa-
rafites.  Enflaved by the imperious {pirit
of a Queen he neicher loved nor valued ;
and only endeared to the people he go-
verned through the ficklenefs of their
natures, which are always gratified by

. change. As thofe who {poke thus could

have no poffible intereft in vilifying or
depreciating him, I could not but give
fome credit to their account ; and made it
my firft concern to fee the King ; anxious
to read in his countenance a confutation
of every charge. How unaccountably
was I difappointed when my fenfes took
part with his enemies!—I beheld with
aftonithment, in the perfon of James,

.=youth without frefhnefs, rovalty \.1(‘10111:

: O 3 gran-
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grandeur, height without majefty——an
air of flynefs and a fecret fervility cha-
racterized features, which, though devoid
of the graces of cither diftinguithed pa-
rent, wanted not regularity ; and a ftoop-
ing flouch gait gave an invincible awk-
wardnefs to a figure nature had endued
with {ymmetry. Offended and repelled,
my heart funk agam into its own little
manfion, nor clauned the leaft alliance
with his.—I determined to watch at lei-
fure his real charatter and conduct, nor
ventured to confide to his care the f{in-
ole reafure Heaven had permited me to
retain, of all it once beftowed. Refolved
o educate my daughter fuitably to tlie
rank the ought to have held, 1 thought it
wife to bury in my own bofom, at leaft for
a time, the fecret of her right to it; and
the eccentrick turn of mind every fucceed-
ing day rendered more obvious in tlie
King, made me continually applaud the
moderationand forefight which had guarded
me on this interefting occafion.

Pt

I, how-
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I, however, judged it neceffary to af-
fume a title no human being envied,
or offered to difpute with me; and to
fupport it properly without encroaching
on my daughter’s valuable acquifition, 1
found that I muft refolve to re-vifit Kenil-
worth Caftle, now the property of ano-
ther family.—In the building were con-
tained cabinets fo fecurc and unknown,
‘that Lord Leicefter always depofited there,
ere he journeyed to London, fuch pa-
pers, jewels, and other valuables, as he
thought it unfafe to take with him. On
the memorable night when laft we quitted
that pleafant dwelling, I had affifted him to
place in the moft curious of thefe refervoirs
feveral cafkets, for which he {cemed more
than commonly anxious; and I added to
‘their nuthber, that containing Mrs, Mar-
low’s papers, and the teftimonials of my
birth. As if atuated by fome {ad pre-fenti-
“ment that he fhould never more re-vifit this
fpot, my Lord took great pains to famiiia-
rize me to the management of the ﬁ);l'\ﬁ‘-

and gave into my hands duphc.ues of the
el Oy = Ly
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keys. By 4 fingular chance, am:idft alk
the tranfitions of my fite tliefe keys re-
mained, and feeméd continually to re-
mind me, how important to my daugh-
ter’s welfare it might one day be to re-
cover the cafkets.——Such a motive alone
could conquer the relutance I felt again.
to behold a fpot f{acred to the memory
of a hufband f{o beloved. You will call
this perhaps, a childifh weqknefs, after
all I had borne; but alas, the mind:
fechler and feebler from every conflict,
fometimes finks under a trifle, after repel-
ling the more powerful attacks of ill-for-
tune with magnanimity.

Lady Arundell, with her ufual kindnefs,.
propofed accompanying mg; and we for-
rowfully meafured once more thofc miles
which fo ftrongly revived in my mind the:
moft interefting remembrances. At Coven-
try we refted to inquire into the charalter
of the prefent owner of Kenilworth Caftlé..
We were told that this magnificent man-
fion, which T had left fit for the reception of

a Sovereign, had long been in the hands
of
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fof a mifer, whofe avarice had indueed
Ihim to ftiip it of its princely ornaments ;
inot lefs from the defire of converting
ithofe into money, than to deprive it of
revery charm that might tempt the en-
tquiring traveller to knock at the inhof-
|pitable gate. Yet, even when this ruin
vwas cffefted, the ftrufure itfelf remained
|fo complete a piece of architefture as to
rateraéc a number of uawelcome vifitors ;.
Ito exclude whom, he had now let it to
[fome manufadurers, and refided himfelf
iin a remote apartment. The chagrin
this e'itraoldmary revolution. could not
Ibut occafion in my mind, was increafed
iwhen I recolleCted how hard it would.
Ibe, perhaps, to gainadmiffion; and even:
iwhen that was obtained, we knew not
iwhether the only room I wifthed to lodge
tin was now habitable. Laidy Arundell,
with her ufual forefight, advifed me to
(feem to have no other motive for this
ivific, than a defice to re-purchafe the
(Caftle; and when fhewn through it, to
iappear to be ftruck with fo fevere an in-
udifpofition, as foon as I reached the

1 ~ o
ClainEe
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chamber which contained the cabinets, as
fthould render it [impoffible to remove
me; leaving it to her to reconcile the
owner to {o troublefome an. intruder, by
the moft lavifh generofity. A finefle of
this kind alonc could afcertain. me any
fuccefs, and the ficklinefs of my afpect,.
[ was fure, would fufficiently corroborate
{fuch an aflertion.

We fet out immediately, that by ar-
riving in the evening we might have a
pretence for paffing the night there.—
My foul wrned from the well-known |
fcene, and fickened alike at fight of the |
reviving verdure, and the fplendid man-
fion, to me alas, only a gay maufoleum.
Humbly I folicited entrance at a gate
which once flew open whenever [ appear-
ed; but, ah, though the exterior was
the fame, how ftrange feemed the alcer-
ation within !—No more did the hiveried
train of affiduous domeftics aflemble to
the diftant winding of the huntfinan’s
horn.-——No longer did T reft in gilded
galleries, whofe pktmed fides de I'thed
ene fenfe, while their coolnefs refrefhed
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another. No longer could I, even in
lidea, behold the beloved, the noble
wowner, whole gracious mien endeared tlie
aelcome it conveyed—A change which
q:mcd every feeling had taken place. A
sRUMerous bod) of diligent mechanics
wvere plodding in thofe halls in which Eliza-
beth had feafted, and their battered fides
hardly now informed us where the rich
tapeftry ufed to hang. My ears were fud-
.denly ftunned with the noife of a hundred:
looms ; and the diftant lake once covered
swith gay pageants, and refounding only ro-
ithe voice of pleafure, prefented us ano-
ither f{cene of induftry not lefs bufy,
range, and furprifing. By incidents
iof this kind, one becomes painfully and
unﬂ:antaneouﬂy fenfible of advancing into:
lifte.  When firft we find ourfelves failing
iwith the imperceptible current of time,
vengrofled either by the danger of our fitu-
sation, or enchanted with its profpeéts, we
1 glide fwiftly on, fcarce fenfible of our pro-
' grefs, till the ftream revifits fome favorite
‘dpot: alas, fo vifible will be the. defo-
lation of the fhorteft interval, that we

grow
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grow old in 2 moment, and fubmit once
more to the tide, willing rather to fhare the
ruin than review it. ¢

Among the few fervants retained byf
the meagre mafter of this defolated man; |
fion, one appeared who immediately rcl-‘1
called himfelf to my mind by the namg
of Gabriel. T recolle®ed his having beeu
warden of the outer iodﬁes ".[he ntle
by which I was ann
ftill continued to wear, overcame 2 ‘vrctch
already bowed to the earth by age, mﬁ:::
mity, and penury: and when to thei,'f;
circumftances was fuperadded the re-
membrance of the plenuful and peaceful
days he had known under a Lord ever
munificent to his domeftics, giatltudc
became agony, and the poor old maql
funkina fit at my fect. An incidenclike
this might well have affected an mdlf-
ferent fmé‘tator —I was fcarce more {en-
fible than himfelf: and the alarm foo&
fpread through the laborious mech amcs;
ull it was conveyed to Sir I—Iumphr%r

Moreton.—Timoroufly he ecmerged fror

his
!
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his apartment, and, as the humble crowd
nade way for him, he meafured me
afar off with his eye, and feemed loft in
onjecture on the fubje® of my vifit—
My purfe was yet in my hand, and part of
s contents in thofe of fome perfons who
p_ad lent a rcady affiftance. Whether this,
or the wan delicacy of my looks interefted
aim, 1 know not; but every care-fur-
towed feature gradually relaxed as he ap-
’1proacl1ed me, f’cmmcr in vain to foften
into the {mile of bene*. olence. I rofe to
teturn his courteous falutation, and in-
formed him, that when laft I pafled the
walls of this Caftle, 1 was its miftrefs, the
dear and happy wife of Lord Leicefter;
But perceiving uncertain apprehenfions of
fome remote claim began again to con-
@a& his brow, I added, that {enfible I had
foft every right in a fpot yet dear to me,
I came to 1nqu1re whether he was difpofed
to part with it, and to refcue ﬁom po-
‘verty fuch worthy fervants of its late noble
jowner as had alike outlived their labour,

,an him who fhould have recompenfed it,
. 2 Whae
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What heart is infenfible to that virtug!
in which we alone can refemble our
Maker ¢ —Benevolence, like religion,
awes even thofe: it cannot win. The
mifer loudly applauded my liberality ¢
and by a greater effort on his part, al
lowing for the difference of our charac-
ters, invited me to {pend the night ml
the Caftle. The chamber I had been
accuftomed to inhabit he called his beft,
and thither was I conduéted ; T was not un-
provided with the means of enfuring
my own W elcome, and my fervants hav-
ing {pread the cold viands they br oucrht
Sn Humphry’s {pirits grew light over
luxuries he was not to pay for. A tempt- |
ation {o agreeable prolonged his ftay, and
T at lenwth difcovered that the only way |
10 ihortcn his vifit, would be to compli-
ment him with all that remained: f{ee- |
ing my fervants, in compliance with the
hint, were about to convey ‘it out of
the room, fear left any fhould be loft
by the way, prevailed over the lulanty

of
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lOI the moment, and he departed with the
wine.

. With an impatient beating heart I raifed
.'t:he tapeftry, which providentially had
been preferved in this room, lefs from its
beauty than antiquity ; as it was {o worn
that it had long been pannelled in many
places ——Behmd the bed we difcovered
the fecret {pring of the cabinet, which I
opencd without any difficulty ; and with
the affiftance of Lady Arundell took.
down the well-remembered cafkets, pauf-
ing at intervals, to weep over all the tender
ideas the fight of them recalled {o forcibly
to my memory ; then raifing my eyes to-
ward Heaven, while devoutly thanking
L'he God who thus profpered my remain-
tng wifhes, I almoft fancied I beheld the
beatified fpirit of him who concealed thefe
treafures.

Jady Arundell would not reft without
‘nfpecting their contents. The largeft
was filled with family papers, bonds,
contralts, mortgages, many of which
vere to me unmtelhmblc, and all ufelefs.

The




208 T*HE ‘RECESS, &e.

‘The next contained letters and little of-
naments, lefs precious from their in-

trinfic value, that their analogy to par-
ticular events—under thefe was a gilt
cafket filled with jewels, and what was
infinitely more valuable, the authenticated
bonds and acknowledgments of all che
fums Lord Leicefter " had providently
depofited 1n other countiies; and of
which T knew not that any memoran-

dum remained. This was fo noble am |

addition to the bequeft which already

enriched my fweet Mary, that it feemed |
to me, as if her father even from the |

grave delighted to endow her: while
the Almighty, gracious even when we
think him moft fevere, had thus fe
creted, for her advantage, treafures it
would have been impoflible for me to
have preferved through fo many def] pcratc
vicifiitudes.

The next cafket was a gift from the
fond mother to the darling of her heart :
it contained all the teftimonials of the

Queen of Scots, and other parties con-
cerned
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cerned on the fubje&t of my birth, with
. the contrat of marriage between Lord
Leicefter and myfelf. I fele rich in thefe
. recovered rights : and though prudence
might never permit me to claim alliance
with King James, yet to bequeathe to
Ly daufrh..el the power of doing fo, at
\\halever period it fhould appear ad-
| wantageous, was a great confolation to
e.

|+ Lady Arundell and I pafied part of the
" night in packing thefe valuables in empty
;trunks brought for that purpofe ; then,
iclofing the fecret cabinet, and leaving no
yeraces of our fearch for it, we retired
),to reft. We departed early the next
imorning, carrying with us that ancient
;domeftic of Lord Leicefter, on whom me-
jmory had fo powerfully operated, and two
.others, who, long fince expelled from the
" Caftle, fouv‘lt a miferable fubfiftence in
.the hamlets around it. It joyed my very
he"trt to {upply to thefe poor wretches a
lufs irremediable with refpet to .myfIf,

:and the profound attachment of their
4 Vor. T11. P ferr
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few remaining days amply rewarded
me.
Through the intervention of the friends
I yet pofieffed, {fome eminent merchants
in London undertook to get the bonds,
notés, &c. duly acknowledged : and, in
procefs of time, fuch confiderable fums
were of confequence recovered, as afcer-
tained to myfelf and child our accuftomed
afluence.  Years and misfortune had
only cemented the ancient friendfhip be-
tween me and Lady Arundell.—I added
my income and family to hers. Her
houfe was fortunately fo near London |
as to allow me the advantage of procur-
ing the firft inftructors for my daughter ;
and the infirm ftate of Lady Arundell’s
health, rendering her as much a prifoner
from neceflity, as I was from choice,
both infenfibly found, in the improve-
ment of my daughter, a mild and grow-
ing fatisfattion, which more than made |
amends for the world we fhut out. |
-Ah ! could I defire a greater pleafure ?
Pardon, madam, the fond extravaganc;
of
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of maternal love, and allow me to pre-
‘fent to you the darling of my heart in her
‘fixteenth year. Already fomething talier
than myfelf, to a form that united the
Mtridteft {ymmetry with the wild and vari-
‘able graces of glowing youth, my Mary
‘added the perfe& features of her father,
rexquifitely feminized by a complexion
‘tranfparently fair, and a bloom alike de-
licate and vivid ; her hair, of the golden
Ibrown I have defcribed as peculiar to
Ihis, fell below her waitt in a profufion of
‘artlefs ringlets, heightening her beauty
teven to luxuriance.—If fhe had borrowed
tany thing from me, it was the collected
Umodefty of her mien; and from my
l'f fter fhe had ftolen that penetrating, faf-
:cmatmg {mile, thofe two alone of all 1
tever faw were gifted with :—alas, it was
tnow wholly her own.—Although lightneﬁs
iand elafticity - charatterized her figure,
‘;Ever) limb was rounded even to polith-
iing, and never did T contemplate the
|foft turn of her white arms when raifed
10 touch the lute, without thinking thofe
i Pa mo:e
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more perfett than even her face.—Her
voice was no ~lefs fweet in fpeaking
than finging ; with this difference—that in
the firft fhe foftened the foul to pleafure,
in the laft, elevated it to rapture.—Her
underftanding was ftrong and penetrating,
yet delicate and refined.—Her fenfibility
(the ficft formed of all her feelings) was
rather deep than ardent. Maternal ex-
perience had moderated the enthufiafm
incident to youth, nor was it obvious in
any inftance but the love of knowledge.
Inceflant, unremitting, in her ftudies,
books were her only extravagance, and
mufick her only relaxation. To com-
penfate for the worldly pleafures 1 judged
it prudence to deprive her of, I was lavith
in thofe to which her rafte naturally
led : T kept muficians on purpofe to
accompany her, and found, in the years
filled vp by herfelf and her employ-
ments, that {weet though faddened plea-
fure parents conly know, and which,
perhaps, more than makes us amends
for all the lively ones it recalls to out

memorys
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- memory. In effect, the more lovely the
.  grew, the more neceflary I found it to
. hide her ; and, offering her daily up to
God, 1 left her wholly to his difpofal ;
determmed neither my pride, vanity, or
_ambition, fhould interfere with the happi-

. nefs I fupplicated for her.
., On perufing this defcription, I per-
! ceive at once the impoflibility of your
. crediting it ; yet, far from accufing my-
{elf of pardality, I could call on all who
j-ever behcld iy daughter to atteft my
. candor.—How readily would Lady Arun-
| dell have done fo—entendered to her by
.. a love only inferior to my own, that faith-
ji ful friend found in declining life a new
({tye wound round her heart, for which the
v daily thanked me.
¢, As nothing robs us of the confidence
; of youth like the appearance of myltery,
. when tme called refletion to being in
.cher tender mind, I flowly and by de-
. grees confided to my daughter the pain-
«/ful events you have thus oblized me to
1. commemorate. This indulgence {ecured

';'i . : P 5 - i
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to me her whole heart, and I trembled
only left her deep fenfe of paft misfor-
tunes fhould affect her health ; for fenfi-

bility was the leading feature in her cha-
ralter. “Far, however, from feeking to ex-
pound the future in her own favor, the
flattering, profpects her diftinguifhed birth,

and yet more diftinguifhed cndewmcnts,'
might well {pread be;ole her, pafled away
Like a fhadow, and the faw only her mo- .
ther. A thoufand times has the bedewed
my rhand with a reverence the moft en-
dearing : and the tears with which fhe
often embaimed the memory of her fa-
tier, almoft recompenfed me for his
lofs.  From that period her exprefive
eyes were fixed ever on mine with fuch
blended fadnefs and admiration, as proved
fhe thought me almoft fainted by mif-
fortune. More ftudious henceforward of
my pleafure, more fubmiffive to my will,
more folicitous for my repole, it feemed as
if, in learning that fhe was my only remain-
ing tye on earth, {he conceived that the

various affe&lions and duties of 2ll T had
2 loft
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loft ~ devolved to, and centred in, her-
 felf.  Bur fympathy was the genuine im-
pulfe of her nature ; for with equal care -
fthe watched over her unhappy aunt.—
Whenever that dear creature’s incurable
malady afflumed the appearance of me-
lancholy, fhe was extravagantly fond of
mufick.—At thofe intervals my lovely
Mary would lean over her lute with the
meek benignity of a defcending angel,
and extract from 1t fuch folemn ‘founds
as breathed at once of peace and forrow:
infenfibly foothing the perturbed fpirit,
and melting only thofe yet undifturbed,
That {ubtle effence of our natures, {en-
fibility, which madnefs can only unF ®,
not annthilate, often paufed unconfcioudly
upon the pleafure, and foftly funk into
repofe.

A child thus eminently amiable at once

~concentred my affeGtions—commanded

my efteem—poflefled my whole confi-
dence—actuated, in fhort, my very being.
—Ah, how noble, how affe&ting is the
friendhip grounded on the maternal and

P filia]
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filial tye ; when, unconfcious of any weak=

nefs in her own heart, the mother dares
prefent it as a pure and unflattering mir-

ror to her child, and, with that felf-ap~

plaufe which even Heaven approves, con-
templates the upright, the innocent foul it
refleéts ! Sacred and indelible becomes
that precept which is expreffed but by
example.—IHappy are thofe enabled to
form fuch an attachment as inexperience
ftrengthens on one hand, and knowledge
on the other :—Neither the gufts of
youthful paffion, nor the nipping frofts
of age, can deftroy a plant rooted thus
by mutual virtue ;—it only gains vigor
from time, and, by the peculiar indul
gence of the Almighty, our fublimeft
merit ripens into our moft perfed plea-
fure. : :
Satisfied that I had already acquired fuch
- an influence 1 my daughter’s mind as
fhould enable me to regulate her princi-
ples, I left 1t to years and circumftances
to call them into action.—The great
bufinefs of my life now feemed over;
and,
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and, delivering my heart up to the flatter-
ing prefages of maternal love, a thou-
fand vifions of almoft forgotten gran-
deur and happinefs floated before my eyes,
and {omedmes half-deluded them.
 The fluétuating complaints of Lady-
‘Arundell at length fertled into a con-
fumption ;—it was an hereditary diforder
of the Sydneys: nor perhaps could the
folicitude of myfelf and my fweet Mary
|h:=.vc availed aught toward her reftora-
ition, even if a cruel thock, in which we
were all equal {ufferers, had not precipi-
ttated her fate.
. Among the unconfcious caprices which
by turns actuated my unfortunate fifter,
#vas a paffion for fitting in the open air.—
‘Neither times or feafons had any influ-
tence over her; and fhe would infift on it
:alike in the fnow of December, and the
({corching fun of July.—To this felf-will
iI had no doubt greatly contributed.
I¥rom the moment of my return to Eng-
Hand, T had vehemently oppofed the fe-
\were controul to which fhe had hereto-
fore
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fore been fubje@, and habituated her at- |
tendants to ‘yield to her in every inftance |
which did not abfolutely endanger her |
fafety ; fully determined not to render“
an exiftence wholly wretched no human |
being could now make happy. But '1.5.,'
uninformed minds never know a mcdl-
um, the people appointed to watch herj
gradually f{uflered her ro become fenﬁblel
of her power, which foon grew into an
unbounded indulgence. It was now the
depth of winter, and fhe had fat in the
keen air for hours, watching the ﬁwsv,
which fell in abund‘mce.—-—The moft
violent fhiverings enfued, followed by a
fever which icttlc\l at la{’c on the nerves,
and brought her to the very verge of
the grave.—Neverthelefs, it appeared to
have falutary effets-~her {pirits were
funk indeed to extreme lownefs, but
they became more equal, and traces of
reafon were often difcernible in her acd
tions. If fhe did not remember, the yet
firove to know me; and fometimes ftu-
died my features in a manner the moft’

touchingt
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jouching.—I confidered thefe efforts as the
iery crifis of her fate—her only chance on
this fide Heaven, and fcarce dared leave
aer for a fingle moment. I entrufted the
sare of Lady Arundell (whofe fituation,
shough more dangerous, was not fo me-
ancholy) to my daughter, fearful left
aer youthful {pirits thould be injured by
csonftantly contemplating an objet fo- af-
.£fting. But 1 had forgot that my own that-
ered confhtuuon was not equal to the fa-
ixgue and anxiety of watching over my fif-
cer. 1 fell one evening into a fucceffion of
jﬂlntlllﬂ’ fits; the fervants conveyed me
jo bed ; and the fear of alarming Lady
%.n.ndeil hindered them from informing
amy daughter of my fituation. My faint-
¢dgs at length gave place to a drowfinefs,
20 intenfe -that I might call it a ftupor.—
.. remained thus for fome hours, when I
itarted with an indiftinét idea of a heavy
lall, and a deep groan. Terror roufed,
nd colletted in a moment, every dor-
imant  faculty.—I rufhed through the
chamber which divided mine from my
ifter’s, but I blamed myfelf for impe-

tuofity
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tuofity when 1 pc‘cm ved that all was pro-
foundly filent in hers. The two nurfes
werc in a deep fleep, and the expiting
watchlights heavily winked, and revived,
before the cold dawn of the morning.
I gently openced the curtains of her bed—
Ah, gracious Heaven, what did 1 feel
when 1 beheld it empty '—The agonized
thriek I gave, rouzed both her carelefs
attendants, who, 1mpreffed with but one
1dea, flew towards a door I now firft
perceived to be open: it led to a gal-
lery ornamented with fuch portraits -of
our family as had furvived the wreck
of their fortunes ; among them had been in-
cautioufly placed that (already farally com-
memorated) of the Earl of Lifiex at the
ftorming of Cadiz, an unfortunate le-
gacy bequeathed to my fifter by Lady
Pembroke.—My foul tock in at a thought'
all the fearful confequences,—I tottered
into the gallery—alas only to behold
my worft apprehenfion verified.—The
fair {fpe&tre, which once was Ellinor, lay
proftrate before the pifture—cne . hand
had convulfively gathered her difordered

garments
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t garments over her thin cheft; the other
“was ftill expreffively extended towards
‘‘the inanimate image of him fo belov-
t.ed—Impatiently I laid my hand upon
> her heart—it anfwered not the trembling
inquirer—its wandering eflence was ex-
» haled, and fhe had ceafed for ever to fuf-
'fer Thy parting prayer, oh Effex!
“was ﬁlrcly prophetic, for her foul, in re-
‘covering memory, had burft its mortal
! bound and foared to Heaven.
.. Scarce were the dear remains quietly
“interred, ere thofe of the amiable Lady
AArundell followed them. I bore thefe
( Jofles with devout refignation——- The
¢rears which fall- when Heaven recalls
bithe unfortunate, fiill the wild paffions of
ithe fad furvivor, and deeply wound only
(the foul yet new to fuffering. It was
twith a quickened apprehenfion that 1 per-
iceived the effect of thefe firft affli&tions
won the tender {pirits of my daughter :
ot that I fought totally to ftifle the lively
vampreflions of natural affetion ;—the
“tears of youth, like the genial fhowers of
o -3 oy May,
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May, ferve only to fave the planter’s
toil, and fimply ripen the rich fruits of
the mind ; but when either fall too often]
they lmpoven[h the foil, and wath 'Lway
the buds yet blowing.

My own foul afforded no variety of
chf:ci‘ful images with which 1 ceould hope
to invigorate the gentle fpirits of my
Mary :  unwilling to form new con-
nections, 1 racher thought it pn.dcnt o
change my abode, and by a variety of
fcenes infenfibly amufe her; and my
fteward was fent accordingly to feek ano-
ther manfion. I recolleted the moment
when the gloomy aifles of a ruined con:’
vent, by poffefling the fimple advanmgc
of novelty, diverted my mind even at thﬁ
forrowful crifis which robbed me of a|
fofter mother.  Adas; in yet untried youth,
the profpet that is unknown ever adds
to its own charms thofe of imagination ;
while in maturer life, the heart lingers on
all which once delighted it, hopelefs oi
finding in the future, a pleafure f;mcy

can ever compare with thofe it reviews
in
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in the paft. To my daughter, however, the
‘whole world was yet new, and, in fixing on
1a {cene habitual to my feelings, I could
‘pot fail to delight hers. I hired a man-
fion near the Thal nes fide, in Richmond,
.to which we removed early in the {pring.
Perhaps, in this choice, I was mnflu-
‘enced, z2lmoft without knowing it, by a
latent motive : diftinct as I had lived
from the world fince my return to' Eng-
,‘land, the fame of the Prince of Wales
Jhad yet reached me.—This accomplithed
‘youth had at once rofe above the weak-
snefles of his father, and the prejudices
of his rank ; devoting his heart- fo the
virtues, his mznd to the fc:enccs, and
his perfon to thofe manly and becoming
'exarcx{'es which, invigorating every hu-
man povwer, prcpared him alike for the
enjoyment of peace, or the purfuit of
war. Delighted to underftand a Stuart
was rifing to redeem the glory of his
ideclining race, 1 paffionately longed to
tlJee, know, and be valued by the royal
Henry.

[
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Henry. The King, unworthy a {fon fo
diftinguithed, took no pleafure in his
company ; but, even in tender youth,
refigned him to a court of his own, from
the adulation of which merit fupe-
rior to praife alone could have guarded
bim. Henry had, like myfelf, a par-
tiality for the beautiful village of Rich-
mond ; he always pafled part of the
{fummer in a palace near the Thames;
and I took pleafure in thinking a par-
tition of wood alone feparated his gar-
dens from nmine. With a judgment
unequalled at his years, the Prince
knew how to be affable without abating
aught of his dignity ; and, while in the
circle of his own court he preferved the
authority of a fovereign, to the unfor-
tunate who addreffed him, he had the
benignity of a brother : fuch was his
charatter in Richmond, where the peo-
ple almoft adored him, and took plea-
fure in amplifying on the fuperior qua-
liies he fo eminently pofleffed. ~The
fiveet hopes his merit fometimes infufed

into



)
»

THE RECESS, &e. 22¢

‘into my bofom, came accompanied with
an equal number of fears, yet could
. not my heart forbear.to cherifh them.

The revolving feafon tinged this fweet
iretreat with every variety of verdure;
ithe waves of the Thames were more
jtranflucent than ever; all nature awak-
ened once more to perfettion, when the
iPrince of Wales took up his abode in
tthe adjacent palace.—This news height-
ened the foft red of my daughter’s cheek,
wand cven faintly coloured my wan one.—
iNot daring to exprefs to her the eager
\defire I felt to fee the Prince, and not ac-
‘euftomed to venture out without her,
iday after day elapfed in anxious expefta-
ftion. My gentle Mary, with a dclicacy
ifrom which I drew the moft happy pre-
fages, now always chofe to go abroad
‘either fo early or fo late that it was almoft
ampoffible we fhould ever meet the
Prince, and the veil the ufually wore was
.clofed with fo much care as to enfure her
‘the happinefs of. bcmg overlooked, even
if fortune threw him in our way.

Vour. II1. Q. Never-
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Neverthelefs, I took notice that the ar-
rival of the Royal Henry ftrangely filled up
the void in our lives.—What he would
do, or what he would not do, conftandy:
regulated our motions, and employed -my
daugmel s thoughts even more th“n my
own. His tafte afforded us a variety of’
indulgences of which he knew not that we:
were partakers—Sometimes moon-light
concerts, or magnificent fireworks; at|
others, parties on the Thames; where!
the Prince ftill took pleafure in beholding]
a variety of little veflels, built and orna-
mented for the amufement of his eatly
vears, and which were manned by chil-}
dren.—They were often fo near, that we}
tancied we heard the voice of Henry, when}
both mother and daughter would give
way to the fame ur'pu]fe, and haﬁlly re-|
tire, The fummer might have elapfed
in this manner, had not chance been more
favorablc to our withes, than we could re-
{olve to be.

We were returning home one mommg
i an ill-contrived carriage, newly dn<

ventmﬂ
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vented for airings, the inconvenience of

which I bore patiently, from not being able

to walk or ride on horfeback for any length

of time fince my memorable fever.—The

fervant who drove ftopt as ufual at the
. brow of the inchanting hill, that we
. might enjoy for a few minutes ifs beau-
. ties, when the found of horns approach-

ing near, informed us that the Prince of
\+ Wales was returning from hunting, which
i* at once ftartled the horfes and ourfelves..
. My Mary, actuated only by the impreffion
ivof the moment, made an eager fign to
\the man to drive on; and the horles,
ilalready frightened, yielded mpetuoutly
o the flighteft touch of the rein, fly-
\ ing forward with the moft dangerous ra-
o pidity.  The clumfinels of the carriage,

and the badnels of the road, threatened
i us every moment with being overturned
» —for me there was no efcape ; but could
. my daughter be prevailed on to leap out,
I was fenfible fhe would be fafe. TFar
from obeying my intreaties, or even
gommands, fhe threw her arms around

- ) = o ioe
< 2 o
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me, and protefted 1t was for me alone fhe

feared. The carriage funk into a deep.

rut at laft, and we were thrown out at a
{mall diftance, with a violence that al-
moft deprived me of my fenfes :—my
darling Mary had wholly loft hers.—I
perceived the train of Henry approach-

ing, but the favorite with of feeing

him was forgotten in that of recovering
her.———I was prefently environed by
the hunters without regarding them, ull
their extreme folicitude obliged me to:
raife my eyes from the lifelefs face of my
aunghter in acknowledgment. I per=

ceived  with a furprife even that mo-
ment could noct conquer, that on each fide
of me ftood a young man, adorned with,
the order of the garter, and fo diftia-
guifhingly handfome, that T knew not
which was the Prince of Wales, but
turned from the one to the other with
an air of wildnefs and ftupor.—My looks,
however, made little impreffion on the
ftrangers, their whole attention being
fixed on the inanimate form of my daugh-
ter,—
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iter.—In truth, fortune had contrived
ito fhew her te the utmoft advantage.
. I had threwn up her veil to give her air,
wand barved her beautiful hands and arms,
spolifhed and white as Parian marble ; the
“wild rings of her auburn hair played on
ther youthful face, as the yellow leaves
.of Autumn curl over a latter peach ; whillt
wevery feature, formed with a truth which
might bear the niceft examination, perhaps
nonly appea*cd more exquifitely regular
#rom the abfence of expreffion; and even
“her figure and attitude (leaning on her
“mother’s knees) prefented a perfet mo-
«del for a fculptor. The affiduities of the
ftrangers, together with my own, at
length recalled her fcattered fenfes. -
8he opened thofe eyes fo dear to me, and
fixing them for a moment on the two
ftrangers, a rofy fuffufion alone proved
fhe faw them, with {uch quicknefs did
éfhe turn toward her mother; when he-
“holding me to appearance unhurt, fhe
lifted her foul to heaven in a glance of
~gratitude, and throwing ther arms round

Q3 my
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my neck, relieved her overcharged heart
by weeping on my bofom. ¢ An an-
gel in mind as well as form ! exclaimed
one of the ftrangers ; ¢¢ aflure me, madam,’
continued he, ¢ that this terror is the oniy
ill .confequence of my fudden approach, or
1 know not how I fhall forgive it to my-
{elf.”  This addrefs afcertaining the
Prince of Wales," he became the fole
object of my attention.— Ah, where
thall I find words to endear to you, Ma-
dam, the royal youth my heart at once.
opened to adopt? Henry was yet but
in the dawn of manhood, neverthelefs
his height was majeftic, and his figure
finithed. The beauty of his features was
their leaft charm—virtue herfelf {eemed
to fublime cvery happy lineament, and
{pare beholders the trouble of developing
his charater by conveying it in a glance.
His manly voice united the firmnefs
of his own fex with the fenfibility of
ours. A confufion of {fad remembrances
were at once prefented with him to my
mind; and the admiration he excited

was
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i was ftrangely blended wich regret.—I
forgot that he had addrefied me, and con-
tmucd to contemplate lum in filence;
ever and anon turning my flreaming cyes
wildly from him to heaven, even then,
my dilating heart bids me add, f{carce
changing the object. The amiable Hen-
ry, in whofe nature {ympathy was the
prevailing .fentunent, touched with a
-conduct fo myfterious, almoit forgot my
daughter in turn, fo wholly was he en-
grofled by me.—Informed of my un-
fortunate lamenefs by my attempring to
rife, he immediately concluded it to be
the confequence of the recent accident,
and fcarce was fatisfied by my aflur-
ances of -the contrary. Oh! as my eyes
furveyed the fuperior foul, living, irradi-
ated in the bright orbs of his, l"ow did
they ftream at remembering that, had his
father been born but to half his virtues, 1
might now have been cherithed by af-
fettion—dignified by rank—unwidowed
—unbroken—a f{tranger yet to forrow !
—My mother too—Moft unhappy . of
parents as well as fovereigns! 1 had a

Q4, tear
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ear for thee at this interefting mo-
ment.

The refpet due to ftrangers induced
the Prince to conceal the curiofity my
condu& could not fail to excite, but hav-
ing informed himfelf from the attendants
of my title, lie addrefled me by it, and
nfifted on conduéting me home. 1 now
underftood the nobleman who had divid-
ed my firt looks with the Prince, was
the Vifcount Rochefter: that contempt-
ible favorite of the King, celebrated
conly for his beauty.—The vifible coldnefs
of my air checked a forward infolence I
obferved in him, and obliged him to quit
us On our arriving at homc.

With what fecret tranfport did my foul
welcome a Stuart worthy that name, glo-
rious for fo many ages!—The Prince
{feemed delighted with his new acquaint-
ances. The foft. referve of my daugh-
ter’s air——the deepening rofes of her
cheek, and the low accent of her har-
monious voice, when politenefls obliged
her to anfwer the DPrince, whofe ani-
mated eyes reduced hers often to feek the

2 ground
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\kuud prefented to my elated heart
every {ymptom of that paflion which
-alone endears the f{uflerings it occafions.
A flow of happy{pirits, new to my daughter,
almoft forgotten by myfelf, gave cheer-
fulnefs to the hour which Henry faw
elapfe with regret.

On this chance introduflion was
grounded an acquaintance a few ' days
ripened into inumacy.—Led to diftin-
guifh the Prince alike by his own merit,
and the ties of blood, which fecretly
allied me to him, it was with the ten-
dereft f{atisfaction I beheld Henry cherith
the inclination he had already conceived
for my daughter: yet the dignity of his
mind forbidding him to form an en-
gagement he knew not how to fulfi,
it was through me alone he addrefled
himfelf to her. Convinced it was in
my power to prove her entitled even
to fuch a lover, I fuffered fate to take
its courfe, attending only to prudence.

Confcious that Henry had hitherto
moved in a very confined circle, I was
aware that to extend it muft draw much ob-

fervation
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fervation on thofe he favored. To guard!
therefore againft the malice of furmlie,

I fixed on th-: hour of the Prince’s vifit,.

for my daughter to ride out; and always,
received him alone. His attendants, whe
faw her rc;gul arly depart, were at.a lofs to
imagine what could attach their royal
maf er to the infirm widow of Lord Lei-
cefter. The charm was in truth fimply
affection.—T he amiable Henry had .early
been accuftomed to every kind of homage
“but that of the keart, and had too mm_h
Aenfibility not to feel the want he knew
not how to fupply. Deeply fufceptible
of the true regard I had conceived for
him, imprefled at once by my mind, my
manners, and my mien, with the idea
of myﬁc g and the defire of obtaining
my confidence, it was.only by his own

candour he iouum to gain upon mine. |

Slowly and by degrees he deigned to re-
pole with me thofe regrets and anxicties
from which the utmoft indulgence of na-
rure and fortune cannot exempt a fingle
individual, He often lamented the
«angerous diftinction of being the firft-
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born of his father’s children, fince it coft
him every other—Separated almoft in
infancy from his parents {furrounded
with mercenary {ycophants, who fought
to make their court to the reigning King
by a partial reprefentation or mifcon{truc-
tion of his ations, he had fhot up un-.
loved, uncherithed, and feen thofe ten-
der affections he was born to thare, gra-
dually center in that fon from whom
his parents had nothing to fear.———Nor
were there wanting infidious flatterers
equally ready to undermine his filial duty,
by pointing out the weaknefles of his fa-
ther, even where they were moft likely to
wound him. He had punithed himfelf,
he added, for yielding to thefe impref-
fions by an abfolute obedience to the au-
thority of the King, but it was with grief he
remembered that was now the only tye be-
tween them.—Nor would I wonder, he
:continued, it fhould be fo, i1f I.confidered
that, born as he was to imperial power,
with an ardent paffion for glory, he had hi-
itherto been fhut up in the narrow {phere
of bis own court, languilhing away the

flower
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flower of his youth, without a choice, a
friend, or a purfuit :—till che infamous
Carr thould -deign to decide what foreign
Prince’s bribe he would condefcend to
accept, and te what bigorted Papift he
fhould facrifice the fon of his mafter.

While the admired Prince of Wales,
the Idol of the people, the Heir of Ein-i
pire, the endued of Heaven, thus con-
fided to me the fimple and rational griefs
which clouded a fortune fo brilliant, could
I fail to meditate on the equality of Pro-
vidence P—which gracioufly allots even to
the loweft fitvation, fome portion of hap-
pinefs, and depreiies the higheft with the
{ad fenfe of misfortune.

It is the fatal peculiarity of youth to
throw the ftrongeft light on every fecret
gricf, and wafte away under an oppreflion
imagination often doubles. To cure
this propenfity is therefore the province
of experience. 1 fought to imbue the
Prince’s mind with the only principle
mine had derived from all my fufferings.
-—That the nobleft ufe we can make of

under-
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i underftanding is to. convert it into hap-
pinels ; and that every talent which does
not conduce to that great end,-ought rather
'to be confidered as a burthen than a
'blefling to the pofleflor.—That the mind,.

Ilike the eye; ever magnifies the object of

ifear or averfion, which often, on a fri&t

. examination, excites no other fentiment

‘than contempt.—In fine, that he was not

 at liberty to thew any other fenfe of his

father’s errors, than by prefenting a
fauldefs example in his own life; and
that, if he would have it without blemifh,,
he muft divert his tafte from channels
where it would meet with oppofition,
and turn it into thefe through whichk
it might flow frcely.—That the culi-

‘vation of the {ciences would at once fill
up the void in life ever fo. painful. at
his years, and attach to his welfare
all who. loved them; a body whofe in-
fluence was never known unlefs oppo-
fiion called forth the powers of elo-

qucnce.
The
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The Prince had too much judgment
not to fee the utility of this counfel, and',
too much generefity not to value its can-
dour: reverthelefs, it was a language |
yet new to him.—Ingenuity had been
exhaufted to teach him to govern others,
but to fubdue himfelf was a leflon none
had ventured to inculcate. How did 1
lament that a foul fo duétile had in
childhood been injudicicutly delivered up
to its own guidance, and {uffered every
day to imbibe {fome new prejudice, del-
tined perhaps to mark the charaéter
through life ; and which an upright and
fkilful menitor might fo eafily have era-
dicated ! J

The Prince could not be infenfible
to the maternal caution which induced me
to fend my daughter abroad whenever he
bonored e with 2 vific, yet the obferva~
tion did not for fome time appear to. influ-
ence his condult.—Satisfied with merely
beholding her as he entered or departed,
the defire of opening his heart to me §
“feemed to fuperfede cvery other impref-

fion.
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i fion. Neverthelefs, long reveries would
follow the moft accidental meeting, and
i long paufes intervene in the moft inter-
) efling converfation; rendering it {fuffi-
- iciently obvious, that his mind labored with
. fome projett, hitherto fupprefied. either by
. pride or prudence.
' Perhaps I fhould ever have wanted
-~ courage to open my lips on fo delicate
“an occafion, had not my daughter com-
"plamed to me that fhe was now becomE'
the univerfal object of attention ; and tha
“the fuit who attended her were often
rudely furrounded, and fometimes inter-
rogated by f{uch of the Prince’s court
as had not benefited by his example.—
“By going abroad unexpectedly with her,
‘I found that the was not oftended without
reafon, and fenfible of my imprudence
in thus rifquing her fafety, I came to the
refolution rather to abridge myfelf of
the pleafure of the Prince’s {ociety,
than purchafe it by. endangering my
daughter.———1I defired her to retire
for awhile when Henry fhould vific
me
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me next, and ere he could account for
the fingularity of finding her at home,

entered into the delicate explanation. |
With an acknowledged attachment to |

him, that I bore my child alone could
have over-ruled, I fubmitted it to him-

felf, whether I could too cautioufly guard |

againtt a cenfure or infult fhe had no na-
tural protettor to refent—The generous:
Henry paufed for a few monients with ir-
refolution, when fuddenly colletting cou-
rage he broke filence.—*¢ Will Lady
Leicefter pardon,” faid he, ¢ thofe obtru-
five vifits fhe has fubmitted to with
{fo much complacency ? Will fhe deign.
to become the confidant of the only in-
cident in my life I have Lid from her—

will fhe liften with indulgence :”—He |

paufed a moment, but, ere I could
refolve how to anfwer, purfued the dif-
courfe ¢ Accuftomed even from
childhood to the enfnaring glances of
the light and the lovely—led to imagine
myfelf older than my years by the con-
sinual propofals for marrying me that

have
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have conftantly f{ucceeded each other, it
15 not wenderful that a heart naturally
fufceptible thould mature before its time.
Among the many beautiful girls, who
have already fought to attract me, I {oon
diftinguifhed one, by whom my peace,
my honor, my innocence became en-
dangered : perhaps they had been loft,
had T not found her felfith and ambitious.
I need hardly inform you that this feducing
’ fair one is the Countefs of Effex !'—Vain
,of herinfluence over me, fhe took plea-
~ fure in publithing it, and taught me early
" to bluth for my choice; but I could not
refolve to do fo continually. I formed
 the bold refolution of contending with
: my own heart, and retired hither to reco-
~ver it, or die. Lady Effex, enraged and
humbled at this conduét, confirmed me in
it, by attaching herfelf to Vifcount Ro-
: Cheﬂel : thus lendermg it fufficiently ob-
vious, fhe had never loved me.—Befotted
with her beauty, that weak favorite is go-
verned by her caprices, and him I was born
- to obey yu,]ds to thofe of Rochefter. Al- "~
for. 1I. R though
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though I do not immediatcly perceive how

Lady Effex means to effect her revenge,

1 am conyinced that it is only maturing ; and

daily expect a blow, from which I know

not how to guard myfelf. Under thefe
circumftances how can I venture to in-

volve your fate with mine?—How can

I afk you to permit me to offer to your

lovely daughter the heart which ever ho-

vers near her ?—Speak Madam—my hap-

pinefs is in your hands—dare you rifque

your own to promete it ?” While I lif-

tened to this {enfible, this frank declara-
tion of the Prince’s error, and his attach-

ment, my fond heart found its firft

with accomplithed, and adopted at once |
the royal yonth ; folemnly vowing to {hare, .

without repining, every evil that might |
follow an alliance fo dear: nor did I fail
fecretly to exult in my Mary’s hereditary
right even to this diftin&tion.

To cement the confidence between us,
and convince the prince that his prefent -
choice was judicious, I refolved to confide
to him the fecret fo long, fo painfully pre-

ferveds;
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ferved ; and related my whole hiftory. As
1 retraced its affeting incidents, } knew
them to be fo only by his eager, his gene-
‘rous {ympathy ; {o wholly was my own
foul engroffed by the happy profped he
had opened before it.

The Prince of Wales acknowledged
with Jjoy the:relationthip I claimed ; and,
to confirm all I had advanced, I offered
him che long-faved teftimonials, which he
perufed with filent reverence : then fix-
ang his eyes, ftill impreffed with that ele-
@aied fentiment, on mine, he gave ut-
gerance to the diftates of his heart.—
"¢ Who would fuppofe,” exclaimed he, ¢ a
fortitude fo unexampled could poffibly be
scombined with a frame delicate even to
fragility !—May the misfortunes you have
indelibly impreffed on my memory, my
more than mother, be the laft of your
life—May that being who direted my
foul to cherifh the admiration and efteem
infpired by your lovely daughter, and
‘matchlers felf, fuffer the youth before
you to fupply to your heart, 2li it oughe
% have inherited—all it ‘unhappily has
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loft, Dear will be the moment when to |
the form of your angel mother my autho-
rity thall add the name, and that moment
will hereafter, oh ! moit honored of wo-
men, infallibly be mine.”

While I hftened to prediftions fo flat-
tering, I almoft believed them accom-
plithed, In thy unblown youth, oh,
royal Henry, was comprifed every pro-|
mile that could dilate or fill the heart :|
mine centred at once in thee, and my
daughter : finding in the mere hope of
{o glorious a union, a total-fufpenfion from
{utiering and forrow. 1

I had now no referves with the Prince,
and leading in my blufhing Mary pre-
fented her to her royal coufin; who
gracefully offered up his unblemithed
foul on the hand he bowed over. So pure
a tranfport took pofleflion of mine as
obliterated every other impreflion. I
fnatched the united hands fo dear, fo be-
loved, and prefiing them to my bofom,
fickened with very ecftafy, and withdrew
to recover myfelf.—Wandering alone by

the
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the fide of the Thames, 1 raifed my full
eyes to heaven ; and called the happy
ipirits of my mother, fifter, and Lord
Leicefter, to {ympathize with me in an
event which promifed to end the perfe-
cutions of my family, by thus bleffedly
~uniting the laft {prung branches of it. A
ferenity of the fublimeft nature fucceeded
the fweet trouble of my {pirits, and ena-
bled me to rejoin the youthful lovers with
the dignity due to my own chara&er.
. The ficuation in which we ftood en-
deared us ftill more to the Prince, by
perpetually reminding him how intimately
our welfare was conne@ed with his own.
}, Every hour {feemed to unite us more and
‘-; more to each other.  Henry fpoke to me
i “with the freedom of a fon ; conjuring me
not to take any f’[ep that would create the
lea[’t fufpicion of my birth, or the fecret
lltyc formed between us, till he had well
weighed every confequence that might
enfuc : and, to elude the watchful fples,
" with whom we were alike furrounded, he
“proqo.ed pafing in the evening through
hlns garden to ours, if I would delorn fm

R s a while
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a while to allow him thus to reach the
faloon. Our fitvation was too delicate
not to require the firi®eit caution, yet as-
I could difcover no mode of receiving
the Prince, which was not equally quc{-
tionable, and more dangerous, 1 ac-
guiefced in his propofal, as well as-
that he thould render one of his gentle-
men (Sir David Murray) a confidant of
this intimacy, though not of its nature,
or extent.

An incident fo important engroffing
my every thought, my heart returned
once more cagerly into the world. It
had now an intereft in fully underftanding
the real charatters of the King, the Queen,
Vifcount Rochefter, and every indivi-- ©
dual likely or intitled to interfere at this ‘
interefting  crifis—I  examined, confi-
dered, and weighed every thing. I foon
difcovered ‘that the whole royal family were
at variance ! That the imperious Queen,,
unable te wreft her hufband from his fa-
vorites, or her fon from his duties,
fcorned the firft, and negleted the
Jatter ; confining herfelf wholly to ‘a

court
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court formed of her own creatures, who
affited her to f{poil her younger fon ;
whom fhe had almoft eflianged from his
brother. Her bezutitul daughter, who
united in her own perfon the graces of
Mary with the {pirit of Elizabeth, alone
allured to the court of the Queen the few
perfons of merit it afforded. Henry was
often lavith in the praifes of his fifter,

. and, as fhe was the only relation he ever

voluntarily {poke of, I naturally concluded
that fhe was the only one intitied by fu-

- perior qualities to that diftinétion. King

James, who had mounted the throne

. under happier aufpices than alioft any
- preceding {overeign of England, had al-

ready lived long enough to lofe the affce-
tions of his people. By turns a pedant

and a buffoon, his folemnity was even

 more dlfguﬁlncr than his levity. Ge-
verned bya predilection of the moft ab-

furd and fingular nature, to a. beauiful

favorite he zﬂways delivered up the reins

| of empire ; readily fubmitting to a thame-
, ful fubje@ion in all important points,,

provided he might enjoy a ridiculous fu-
R4 premacy
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premacy in his hours of indulgence and
returement. From fuch a weak and in-
confiftent King, and his profligate Mi-
nifters, the wife, the f{cientific, and the
good, had gradually retreated ; and,. in
neglect and filence, contemplated from
far the growth of that exemplary Prince,
who promifed to retrieve the fame of his
anceftors, and the glory of the kingdom
he was born to reign over. A youth of
eighteen capable of uniting the unble-
mifhed virtues of that age, with the dif
cernment of a maturer one, was a phas«
noimenon, and of courfe cither adored or
detefted—While the body of the kingdom
regarded the Prince of Wales only with the
firlt fentiment, the worthlels favorites of his
father were actuated folely by the latter. ,
To marry and efcape the plans of Ro-
chefter was the intereft of Henry; and
to marry without his father’s knowledge
his unwilling choice.—Yert highly fenfible
of the flavery impofed by his rank, he
had refifted every temptation from beau-
ties of an inferior one :—but, when ap-
prized of my ftory, he faw, or fancied he
faw,
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{faw, in my daughter, a wife allotted him by
‘heaven—one to whom no juft objection
(could pofibly be made ; one born to give
‘happinefs to his heart, and honor to his
name. Nor could he doubt, even if his
tfather {hut his eyes againft the truth, but
Ithat he fhould be able to convince the
ipeople of my birth, when the publica-
tion of the marriage {hould give my ftory
‘the whole weight of his credence.
" Succefs, in his judgment, depended {ole-
lly on the concealment of the purpofed
anion till it could be accomplithed ; for,
if the intention tranfpired ere the event,
the was fausfied the moft defperate efforts
iwould be made to wreft us from him.
Yet as at this very period a public treaty
was negociating with a foreign Prince,
the could not form a tye of fuch import-
lance without giving his father juft caufe
-of offence, the nation at large a contempt
ifor his charatter, and the diftant Sove-
ireign thus infulted a mortal difguft.  We
ithercfore agreed to wait till this’ Minifte-
irial project like many others thould difap-
point icfelf, and f{eize that moment to
celebrate
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celebrate and publith a marriage, whicly |
was to end all our fears, and complete all |
our hopes.

During this interval T obferved with
pain that the extreme timidity of my |
daughter’s character prevailed over the |
enthufiafm incident to her years ; and
damped with vague apprehenfions thofe |
moments love and hope might have made.
{o happy. I faw thislitle feminine weak-
nefs with extreme uneafinefs. The Prince |
of Wales was diftinguithed by a manly
firmnefs, which ever wifely weighed the
approaching trial, then calmly dared it. |
For a foul {fo noble, 1 defired to find a
fauldlefs bride ; and looking fearfully into °
the future, I fometimes thought my Ma- |
ry’s timid heart would one day throb
vithout caufe againft that of a fovereign
opprefled with innumerable cares, he
perhaps fought to lofe the remembrance
of in her fociety. Neverthelefs, I did not
perceive my tender admonitions on this
fubject had any other conlequence tham
that of inducing my daughter to bury
in her bofom thofe fentiments and emo-

tions,,
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‘tions, 1 had fo many years delighted
“to participate. '

It was now autumn ! The time of
“the King’s periodical progrefies. The
"Prince could not avoid following his
father, but he lingered in his duty ; and
! having ftaid a day too long with us, haft-
~ened to overtake the chr . whom he
- was to feaft at Woodftock. He wrote to
"me from thence, complaining of fatigue
fand laffitude ; but, with his ufual atten-
‘tion, informed me that he was in treaty
> for Kenilworth Caftle ; where he flattered .
Lh:mfelf I fhould again fee golden days,
P like thofe I ftill remembelcd wuh fo ‘much.

i pleafure.

‘Alas, the few he had irradiated were
rquickly haftening to a period ! At the firft-
iwvifit he paid me on his return, my foul was
Aftruck with a very apparent alteration in his
i perfon ; which was grown thin and wan be-
"yond conceptlon conﬁdcrmg the thortnefs
tof the time. Notall the j joy he exprefled at
"our meeting could fatisfy me that he was
\either well or happy ; but, obferving he
evaded my queftions, and fearful of alarm-

ing
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ing him without reafon, I ftrove to fup-
p:eis that maternal anxiety, which all his
affurances of health and cheerfulnefs could
not difpel. 1 perceived my daughter was
imprefed with the fame idea, for, though
ihe fpoke not, it was vifible to me that {he |
wept greatly whcn alone.

The evenings were now too fhort and
damp for me to allow the evening vifits
of the Prince; and I rather chofe to
rifque every danger by receiving him
openly, than fubjett him to any by an
111-_;udo'ed caution. Alas, thefe cares )
were vain. The rapid decay of the |
-royal Henry’s health became vifible even
to indifferent {pectators. An affecting |
languor was the only expreffion of thofe
fine eyes once fo full of- fire, and the
youthful cheeks every following day
fhould have tinged with a deeper bloom,
grew more and more wan and hollow—
He could no longer conceal his illnefs. ’
Alas, it pierced me to the foul ! I was
miferable at remembering a charge fo
precious, as his welfare, fhould be com-

mitted to fervants of whatever denomi-
nation.
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| nation.—-No mother—-no fifter—-duties
|md1fpenﬁblc in every other rink of lifc,
\Were 1t feems incompatible with royalty.
{Oh, Henry !—dear amiable youth ! cven
ryet am I tempted to accufe myfelf for not
Ihaving better deferved the tender ap-
,lpelhtlon thy filial reverence fo often be-

Itowed on me, by daring every thing for
ithy fake ! Slaves to imperious cuftom,
I our actions are too often regulated by that
udle multitude, whofe moft lavith ap-

 plaufes would but ill confole us for one

ﬁncrlc reproach from that unerring mo-
' nitor, our own confcience.

Either not convinced that this {ecret ma-
Ilady was undermining his conftitution, or
indifferent to the event, the Prince ftill con-
“tinued in the purfuit of his ufual athletic
“exercifes and habits, tll his ftrength be-
came wholly unequal to them. I once
" more perfuaded him to call in medical
' affiftance, and he promifed to attend
to himfelf as foon as his fifter and the
~ele¢tor fhould depart.—Obliged to appear
at the celebration of their mamage in
 London, he came to pay us a parting vi-
o 2 {ir

ilhs

.

=
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fit. Imprefled, perhaps, with the idea that

it would be the laft, he threw himfelf into

)|

my arms, and fhed there the firlt tears
I had ever {cen fall from his eyes.—ine
readily overflowed—a grief too deep for
utterance prefled upon my foul, and
Henry recovered ere I could. His heart
miffed my daughter, who was gone
abroad.—He fighed, funk into a litle
reverie, and breaking it, with a faint
4mile, faid, ¢ he ought rather to congra-
tulate him{eif on her abfence.” He fighed
again, and, after anciher paufe, refumed
his difcourfe in a low and broken veice.—
¢¢ Mourn not thus, my mother (for I
will full give you a title you may juftly
claim from her who bore me; fince who
-ever loved me as you have done?) I have
youth in my favor, and -this oppreflive
malady may net be mortal : for your fake
.alone do I with it te be etherwife, believe
.me.—Already weary, difgufted with this
-world, I could retreat from it almoft
-without a pang, did I not know my lofs
+would be to you an irremediable calamity.
Yet who fhall judge of the difpenfations

of
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of the Almighty ?—I might fuldl all
 your withes without fecing you happy—
| I might obtain all my own without ceafing
to be wretched. Recall this often to
,your memory, whatever follows our part-
ing ; and remember your name will be
ever on thefe lips while they have power
ito utter a found.—For the adored of my
doul—but fhe is furely become a part of
gt ; and if not permitted to pofiefs her
in this world, I will expeét her in a bet-
ter.”—Perceiving his dim eye was fixed
on a pi¢ture of my daughter which hung
at my bofom, I prefented it to him.——
%€ And do you too, beloved Henry,” re-
turned I, in a broken voice, ¢ remember
that the mother who gives you this, would
aave comprifed in the original every
grace, every virtue, to be found through
wman nature : and having done fo,
vould ftill have thought her honoured in
our choice.—Ah ! royal youth ! refign
1ot # heart {o neble to vapourith depref-
on—Your life, your happinefs, are
/ot your own merely—a -nation is born
) pray for the former, to crown you with

2 the
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the latter.—For myfelf—upon the fweet
hope of matching my daughter with you,
of fharing the foft wanfports of mutual
virtue and affeétion, T have learnt to live,
but furely 1 could never furvive its ex-
tinction.”—My full foul allowed not of
another {yllable. The Prince fixed his
fuffufed eyes on mine, with a myfterious
melancholy, almoft amounting to dcfpair,j
and touching with his lips thofe hands his
wrembling ones ftill grafped, ruthed pre-
cipitately into the court yard. The found
of his voice drew me towards ‘the!
window——the graceful youth made me'
a laft obeifance and galloped away ; while'
my partial eye purfued him till'beyond its’
reach, and even then my ear feemed to!
diftinguith the feet of his horfe. =4
With Tis wufual  kind cOnﬁdemtio}l_
Henry wrote to me the next day, that he
found himfelf better ; and, in the pleafure’
of feeing his fifter happy, felt reconciled:
to the impolitic match made for her. =
He even affifted at the various feftivals'
with which themnuptials of the royal Eli-!
zabeth were honored ; but fearce wete!
they
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they over, when his health and {pints
failed at once, and the faculty were called
in to his aid. A malady which had been
fo long engrafting itfelf on his conftitu-
tion, left but little hope of his life ;—
I had ceafed to entertain any: yet, far
from fupporting the idea of lofing him
with fortitude, my foul mourncd as if
it then had firt known forrow. Not
 daring to give free vent to my appre-
henfions in the prefence of my daughter,
i ftrove with cold and watery fmiles o
, ﬂatrer thofe hopes in her heart m}
yown had long rejected, and faw with vain
i regret, the deep excefles of a fenfibility
{1 had laboured to excite and ftrengthen.
What days, what nights of fadnefs and
[{fufpenfe were ours, while the unfortunate
[Henry was languithing away every vital
spower ere yet they had reached maruriry !
-—Frequently delirious, our namnes. cf-
icaped unconfcioufly from thofe lips, which
at his lucid intervals, uttered only fighs
jand groans. Murray, his beloved at-
cendanr gave us conftant information of

the progrefs of his fever; nor did the
Vor, I1I. 5 amiable
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~amiable Henry fail at intetvals to charge
him with tender remembrances. Sir Da-
vid at length acquainted me that, as the im-
_piffioned delirium of the Prince pointed
cver toward us, the King had been ap-
pnaed of 1t ;—that he hdd minutely
qt.c‘honed his fon’s mofl faveured at-
[endants, and among them himfelf, on |
the orig'n, proorkfs, and ﬂ;ulgth of an
atcachment thus fuddenly. and ftrangely |
brought to light, deeply ruminating on
all he hedrd. “J "could not feel. ac-.
quitted to myfelf, madam,” concluded the
faithful Murray, ¢ were I to conceal this,
nor dare I add a furmife on fo delicate an
dccafion.” =
¢« Ah, of what importance to us are all
the late mqutncs, the vague conjectures
of James !’ cried I, foldmg my daughter to
my bofom ; ¢¢if heaven deprives us of
his ineftimable fon, neither his love or
his hatred can greatly affe&t us.—Beloved
Mary—dear inheritor of misfortune l—
widowed ere yet thou art a wife, a l@ng
obfcunty, a folitary youth is all thy por-
tion—a forrow which can never end thy
2 mothet®
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-mother’s—But why fhould I hefitate to
avow myfelf >—Wherefore thould I not
publith claims which even tyranny can-
not cancel 3 but perhaps it will not dif-
pute? The timid, abje& {pirit of James
knows not how to contend with one firm
in virtve—immutable in' truth—Ah,
had T done fo long fince, I might at this
moment, dear Fenry, have hovered near
thy- couch, and foftened the anguith no
mortal can .prevent '—PerMpb the Kj ing
.al:eady fdmnfes the “fat—iet him de.
mand it.”

Sir David Murray’s next letter breathed
the very fpirit of defpair.————¢Preparc
yourfelf, madam,” faid he, « for the worft ;
\perhaps, ere this reaches you, England
‘will have loft its deareft hope, the royal

‘Henry’s friends their only one. The
moft defperate efforts of arr have fiiled,
and exhaufted reafon often now revifirs
Jwith a la nguld ray the noble heart fhe is
.{o foon to quit for ever. The Prihce
g';éms Juft ordered me to comunit to the
flames every letter and paper in which

r 5.2 you
J
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vou are mentioned :—a fure proof that
he has given himfelf up.—Alas, he
knows not how often names fo dear have
cicaped him ; he has called for you,
.madam, and your angelic daughter, almoft
the whole night, but frequently recolle-
ing himfelf, has waved his feeble hand,
and fighed out no no no.”

Three hours after, another exprefs ar-
rived.——¢¢ Pardon, madam, the hafte

and incoherency of fcrawls penned at fo;
trying a moment.—Alas, the moft fan-

guine of the houfehold has now ceafed to
hope.—Our royal mafter’s {peech entirely

fails him—"his laft effort was haftily and re-.
peatedly to call me—1I flew to his bedfide ;,
but, though my every fenfe {eemed to re-,
folve into ear, I found it impoffible to;

underftand him—either I widely erred or
he named France; perhaps I commit a

fecond error in {uppofing he referred to
you, madam, but I voluntarily rifque,
cvery thing to fulfil the parting with of a,
mafter fo adored. The King, the phy-.
ficians, all have taken a long leave of.

the
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the almoft beatified Prince ; and there is
nothing left for thofe who love him beit
to wifh; but that his pure {pirit may pafs
away in peace.”

The agony and ftupor this affeGting
billet occafioned, were hardly abated when
another arrived.——¢ It is all over, ma-
dam,” concluded the worthy Munay,
£ ra1{'c your ftreaming eyes to heaven; it
15 there alone you can now look for
the incomparable Prince of Wales.—
Fatigue and anguith difable me from fay-
1hg more.’

It was not till the awful moment which

' reftored the unfullied foul of Henry to
jits omnifcient Creator, that T had' dared
ito breathe a with of which he was nor
'the object, or allowed my thoughts to pafs
‘beyond himfelf.—That exquifite {enfibi-
lity which lives through all dear to us,
‘had made me feverely fuffer with him,

‘and confequently pray for that relmfﬂ
swhich alone feemed likely to give him
'eafe ; nor did I recollect till he was gone
for ever, the void his lofs would lc;wc in

53 my
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my hopes.—The tremendous calm, by
which death is ever followed, now took
its turn. Bereft of a fupport on which I
had long unconfcioufly refted, 1 funk
into a defolation which made me almoft
wifh to follow the lamented Prince.—
It is at thefe intervals, madam, we be-
come moft truly fenfible of all the im-
perfections of our nature.—fow often
had I flattered my own erring heart with’
the vain belief that it had acquired firength,

purity, and virtue, from its various tri- |

als ! alas, what but pride, vanity, and
ambition, {ull throbbed unalterably
there ! ume had only altered the objet,
not the fjaffion, and centred them all in
my daughter.

We thut ourfelves entirely up, and deep-
ly joined in the general mourning. The
fad pleafure of knowing him we bewail-
ed, univerfally lamented, was yet ours.
I perufed, 1 appropriated, with a mother’s
fondnels, the lavith eulogies, all fedts,
all parties, all poets, graced the meme-
ry of the Prince with :—it was the only

Aml-
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mitigation my grief could know.—A
confiderable rime had elapfed without our
hearing any thing from Murray, in con-
firmation of his conjeture  concerning
Henry’s laft with, and the imperfe&t ac-
cents which 111‘]0'61 ed on his dying lips.—
But though I “could not refolve to be-
come a guiltlefs fugitive even in com-
pliance with Prmce Henry’s will, I had
had no other motive for remaining in
Tngland than to fhew that I was not driven
outof it. I now determined to quit a
country which had been the grave of a
hope fo dear, and found my daughter en-
tirely of my mind. In gratitude for the
unwearied attention of Sir Damd Murray,
I informed him ¢ of iy intention to re-
tire into Flanders, not doubting but that
the Hollanders would afiord an honor-
able afylum to the widow and orphan of
Lord Leicefter—I befought him to ac-
cept a ring of confiderable value in token
of my deep fenfe of the generous attach-
ment he had fhewn alike to mylelf, and
tithat incomparable Prince whofe lofs was
sever prefent to my mind ; aad requefted-

S 4 as
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as a laft proof of his regard, the reftoration
of that piGure of my daughter 1 had:
given to the royal Henry at our memorable:: |

parting.”
The anfwer of Murray ftrangely ftavtled:
and alarmed me.——¢ Your intention of

quitting England, madam,” faid he, ““re-.
liecves my mind from extreme anxiety ;—
time and circumftances have united to
convince me that I did not mifunderftand
the laft imperfect accents of my much-loved
mafter.—Lofe not 2 moment in haftens;
ing to the afylum you have fixed on.—
The piture, madam, is, 1 fear, irre-,
trievably gone—I cannot by either bribes,
or intreaties procure any tidings of it.—,
Power, alas, 1 now have not !—If ever it
comes to my hands, rely on its being re-;
ftored by him who will ever devoutly pr:t}rl
for your happinefs.”

This inexplicable letter roufed mer}rr
dormant faculty.—~Wherefore fhould my.
retiring abroad relieve the ‘mind of a:
perfon unconnefted with me from ex-
treme anxiely ‘——Why fhould he urge.
thus my departure? As it was rather

pride
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pride than prudence which induced me
to feek a country where I might fearlefsly
affert my every night, that project was now
rejected from the very motive which firft
dictated it.—A myltery my nature ever
difdained. Refolved to comprehend all
the motives on which Murray withed me
to att, I ordered every thing to be re-
placed, and fat down once more quietly’
at home; refolved to brave the ftorm,
if ‘indeed there was any gathering, rather
' than afcertain my fafety by a difgraceful
Mlight. T once more wrote to Sir David,
racquainting him with my prefent con-
«dutk, and its reafons, infifting on being
I fully informed of thofe which actuated
Ihim to offer me advice fo fingular and
Im}ﬁeuous —How infinitely was my im-
| patience, curiofity, and difdain, heighten-
z-ed by his anfwer !——=¢¢1 hear with ad-
imiration, madam, a determination which
tfrom a perfe&t knowledge of your cha-.
rralter, I ought, perhaps, to have fore-:
Ifeen ; neverthelefs, my fentiments are not.
aaltered nor lefs urged, could 1 dxvulge the

; 5 .» reafons
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reafons on which they are grounded : but
decorum and delicacy give way to vour |
commands, and the occafion. Newver-
thelefs, 1 find it impofiible to commit
them to paper.—Dare you give me ad-
mifion at midnight ?—1 fhall be near
your gate upon the chance, but be wary
in the choice of my conductor, as per- |
aps my life, nay, even your cwn, de-
uean upon its bem g fuppofed you never |
had any private corrc&mmencc or com-
munication with me.” |
How did my nature take fire at
this ncomprehenfible letter '—Me to
ftoop to fecrecy l—to be expofed to
fhame !-—The unknown danger, with
which he reprefented me to be environed,
appeared wholly indifferent ; fo exquifitely
fenfible was my foul of the lmputﬂnon of
m{honor.
ont Murruy, and leave the brooding m:f-
chief to difclofe itfeif by its efe&s'
but love for' my daughter controlling the
ftrong {pirit of indignation mfeiﬂrahle
from innocence, I i iclded to the fuggeft
: tions
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tions of prudence, and prepared to admit
him.—Inured to every other’ {pecies of
fuffering, I knew not how to bluih before
any human being.

My perplexed and agitated mind pafled
through the infinitude of poffibilities
without fixing upon one.—Atr tmes I
imagined all the caution of the royal
Henry had been infuflicient, and that
 the King, by means of {fome loft or fe-
creted letter, had been fully apprized of
his fon’s attachment to us, and the hopes
i that were grounded wpon ~it; though
(“even then I knew not why my life thould
. be in the queftion ; ftill lefs could I ima-
gine it endangered, had his difcoveries
reached farther, and traced our the long
" buried fecret of my birth. Involved in
bufy, vague, and alarming conje@ures,
I hardly knew how to wait with any
patience for the fingular hour appointed
; to afcertain them.

Senfible, by the deep effe this took
lon my own mind, that it muft dreadfully
f fhock my daughter’s, and ftill flattering
myfelf



268 T ETRCEERETSIS e,

myfelf that this indiftin danger might
be the creation of a defpondmrr temper in’
Henry’s favorite, T refolved to wait the

event of my midnight interview with Mur-
ray, ere I confided more to my Mary than
{he muft already havelearnt fromthechange

in my refolution refpedting quitting Eng-’
land.—But as to fee her was to explain’

all, (for how could I hope to veil emo-
ttons which burnt indignantly on my
cheek ?) I fent her word that I was felred
with a violent head-ach, which I would cn—
deavour to remedy by fleep ; and accompa-
nied this meflage with a new book fhe
had an eager defire to fece, and wh;ch

I ﬁncelely prayed might wholly ()ccupyl

her attention at this 1ntu'cftmg crifis.

Oh, world ! how falfe, how enroneous
are the feelings we 1imbibe from thee !—
Nature ordained fhame to be the COITlp'l-
nion of guilt, but overbearing cuftom has

broke that tye, and oftener bids hm’;
follow virtue.  Scarce could I refolve to.
know my imputed crime, or look with

complacency on the amiable man who
had

13 |
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had ventured to fuggc& the unforefeen
danger.—It was the utmoft effort of
my reafon to govern this uaworthy im-
pulfe.

. The eftimable Murray was fenfible of
an equal conftraint, and, by the generous
confufion with which he appeared before
me, rcftored my mind to its dignity and
compolfure. His mourning, and the tears
iwhich followed the name of his loft royal
‘mafter, drew forth mine, and at once
‘blended our feelings. Sir David, with
‘infinite delicacy and addrefs, entered into
the Prince of Wales’s fingular illnefs,
1as, well as the various opinions his death
had given rnfe rto :—but how did my
foul freeze with horror to learn that there
were many (and among them fome of
his phyficians) who believed him  poi-
doned! The killing grief fuch a fufpi-
cion muft at a more tranquil moment
have caufed, vanifhed, however, at once
before the confufed and rapid fenfations
his following difcourfe occafioned.—Oh,
et me paufe here a moment to adore the

in-
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indulgence of the Almighty, which alons
could have enabled my intelleéts to fupport
fo terrible a fhock as the report that it was
from my hands he received the deadly
prefent !—1 lcoked at Murray awhile i in
{peﬂ hiefs aftonifhment |—Anger, thame,
and horror, divided and tore me in picces.
— I fearce heard his prayersand adjurations,
but, pll.'l g him from my feer, fhut up
every indignant fenfe in my {wclimg heart,
and only hoped it might bm‘ft with the deep
convulfion.

A confiderable dime clapfed ere T was
enough recovered to inquire into the
origin of fo black and malicious a ca-
lumny. I then conjured him to inform
me who was fuppoled to be its diabeli-
cal author—To this he anfwered, that
when the equivocal decifion of the fa-
culty refpeiing the canfe of the Prince's
death firft reached the Queen, the vehe-
mence of her grief, as well as that af
her temper, made her inftantly join with,
thofe who pro*mnnccd him poifoned.—
This doubt was no fooner publifhed than

it
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it became general ; every domeftic of
the Prince’s houfchold became by turns
‘the objeét of fulpicion to his fellows, and
fome of them had been weak encugh to
afcertain their fafety by quitting the king-
dom. The rumour was by this means
corroborated and - ftrengthened ; but, as
inothing tranfpired that could authorize
va judicial inquiry, the King became fatif-
{fied that the melancholy cataftrophe of his
youthful heir had been in the common
tcourfe of nature; when, all at once,
iby fome incomprehenfible means, the
Wwague {ufpicions of the multitude, which
were far from extinguithed, though wholly
ianfixed, revived with added force, and
wcentred in me. It was now generally
feported that the Prince of ' Wales,
i’ the laft vifit he paid me, had tafted
fome dry preferves (a little refrethment
of which he was extremely fond, though -
dfortunately the diftration of my mind at
ithat period had prevented me from ‘offer-
ng him any) which ‘moft likely “were
iboifoned, as his laft illnefs rapidly in-
treafed immediately after. It was well
Ensa
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known that I had been the conftant
obje& of his delirious reveries; and every
vague or mylterions expreffion which

had efcaped him at thofe intervals, had
been remembered, traced, and apphed\wth
diabolical ingenuity. lhc fingular pre-
caution of his choofing to fee his own papers
burnt had ferved only to perfuade the
prejudiced multicude that the unforcu-
nate Prince was unwilling to ftigmatize
her who had deftroyed him.- By fuch
plaufible and bafe fucrgeﬁlons the eyes of
an inflamed and afllited nation had been
led towards the folitary dwelling, where,
unconfcious of danger, I remained buried
in a grief the moft charitable imputed only
to remorfe. There wanted but little to
incite the people to anticipate the ftroke
of juftice, by tearing me to pieces, when
the King confirmed the general {fufpicion
by a renewed and more minute inquiry
into the nature of his fon’s vifits to me,
their continuance, and defign : no per{on
being able to fatisfy his curiofity, he
dropt harfh and ambiguous expreflions ;
and that feveral of his favornites had fince
urged




THBETRXECE SEY & 233

‘urged the propriety of bringing me to
“a public- trial ; a meafure which had the
whole weight of the Queen’s intereft,
'Alarmed and uncertain how to proceed,
*Sir David had underftood at this very junc-
rure my intention of retiring into Hol-
land ; and, by fuppofing me pre-ac-
quamted w1t11 /Lhc flanders of the pub-
lic, had unwarily reduced himfelf to the
painful neceflity of rcpcatmg them.—
He cencluded with hinting the prudence
‘ef abiding by my former deifign of im-
omediately quitting England, as in in-
ftances where the prejudices of a na-
lltion infefted even thofe individuals in-
ferufted wich the execution of its laws,
ainnocence itfelf was fcarce a protection :
< biafled judges might eafily miftake pre-
afumptions for proofs, nor have candour
raenough to vindicate the honor which had'
tthus been queftioned.

L® While Sir David yer {poke, a new.
sworld difplayed itfelf before me:—aAh !
how unlike the paradife pictured by my
sguiltlels mind !—Thofe countenances in
e or. J11. 33 wiigh
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~which [ ycfterday faw only the liviag
image of their Creator, now glared upon
me like {o many fiends.—A horirible
gulph feemed to open beneath my feet,
into which a thoufand hands fought at
once to precipitate me, and my timid foul
retreated 1n vain frem the danger.—To
live undiftinguithed—to die unknown,
were mortifications fufliciently grievous.—
But the bare idea of being arraigned—
dragged as a pre-judged criminal before
a partal judge, had fomething in it fo
tremendous, as made every other evil
appear cafe. My blood flowed impetu-
ouily through my frame, and my be-
wildered judgment wanted ftrength to,
govern the torrent.—A malice {o bold,
profound and diabolical, could have
only one author, but where to look fog
that one I knew not; nor could 1 res;
collet a human being I had injured, of
a villain I had provoked.—Like a wretch,
awakened by affaffins in the darknefs of °
midnight, T knew not but that the hand:
raifed to ward the blow might bleed on the

pre-
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prefented dagger. In this terrible con-
juncture I had only virtue to befriend
me : though, alas, virtue herfelf half
withers before the blighting breath of ca-
lumny ! While Sir David enforced the
argurients he had already urged to in-
“duce me to quit the kingdom, my foul,
'by one of rthofe vielent exertions great
boccafions will fometimes produce, reco-
|' vered all her powers.—Indignation fub-
Ifided at once mto forutude, 2 and anger into
theroifm.—¢¢ You have hitherto only feen
tme, Sir David,” faid I,—¢¢ it is now alone
IT can be knowa te you ;—fhuddering with
{horror at the imputations you have ex-
‘plained, I yet dare not retreat unlefs I
‘can confute them—no, not even con-
‘demnation could induce me to fly, and
deave my honor behind me.—WWhat !
ithall I blight the opening virtues of my
‘child, by expefing her with myfelf to un-
merited cenfure? The pride, the plea-
iure, of wunfullied virtue, was all for-
tune permitted me to retain of the wealth
:md honors which once glittered before
e my
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my youthful eyes—nor did I undervalue
the moft dear and facred of all poffeffions |
—alas, even that 1s now ravifhed from
me, and one way alone can 1t be re-
trieved.—Defperate as the eflort feems,
it muft be ventured—yes—1I will fee the
King whatever it cofts me: furely, the
{ainted {pirit of the royal Henry would
appear to vindicate my innocence (hea-
vens ! that I thould live to know it quef-
tioned !) were every other means to
prove infufficient.—I will trouble you
no farther, refpected Murray, unlefs
you will deign to convey a letter to
Lord Rochefter, requefting a private au-
dience of the King.”

An idea fo fingular transferred the
aftonithment Murray had ac firt excited
in me to his own mind ; that my intelleéts
were touched then feemed to him very
probable, but perceiving that I was mif-
trefs both of my fenfes and temper,
he prefumed not to contend with a {pi-
rit injury had nerved : and, ftruck with
the dignity I afflumed, began to believe 1

had
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had indeed fomething important to dif-
c‘ofe, though quite at a lofs refpe&ing
its nature. I wrote to Lord Rochefter
(now newly created Earl of Somerfet)
according to the idea I had formed ; and
Murray, having engaged thar the letter
fhould be delivered early in the morn-
ing, departed with the fame caution with
which he had entered, leaving me alone.
—Alone, did I fay >—Ah, gracious hea-
ven, never was I lefs fo !—The fhades
of all T had ever loved feemed to ga-
ther round me on this interefting occa-
fion, and volumes of obfcure ideas rufh-
ed impetuoufly through my brain.—I
. had unexpectedly reached the very point
~of my fate.—That important moment
 fo often delayed, fo eternally dreaded,
was at length arrived, and the long trea-
{ured fecret on the verge of being pub-
lithed.—For myfelf 1 had long ceafed
to fear—The fraternal acknowledgment
“ of the King could now add nothing to
" my haf)pine{'s ; fince, alas, that incom-
‘p&rable youth was gone for whofe fake
i} s i
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alone 1 defired it : nor could his re-
jection greatly imbitter a fate which had
left me {o little to hope.—But, oh, when I
remembered that his fingle breath might.
blight the tender blofflom I had exhaufted
my very being to rear—precipitate my
youthful Mary, ere yet her virtues were
known, into an obfeure and difhororable
grave, where, where, could 1 gather
firength to cope with thisidea ?

I emgle J‘d the remainder of the night
in co]leum. and arranging fuch plaufible
reafons as fhould amufc my daughrer’s
mind till the event was known ; thus
fparing her all the pangs of fufpenfe.—
I g thered together likewife every paper;

and proof which could authenticate thel
rights T was compelled to avow, and, onl
perufing them once more, found fuch:
eafon to be affured, not only of fafetyyl
but diftinétivn, that a focred calm fuc
ceeded to all the rranfports of grief and'
Imlgmtlon with whick I had of late been
agitated.

r.,
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By a feigned invitation from a neigh-
bouring lady, who permitted me to ren-
d=r her houfe my convenience, I {ent my
daughter abroad for the day ; and {carce
had done fo ere an exprefs arrived, to
acquaint me that the Earl of Somerfet
would wait on me in the afternoon.

What were my .proud emotions when
the upftart Somerfer littered my court

- with 2 princely retinue | —Alas, the only
Prince who had -ever entered 1t, with a
noble confcioufnefs, defpifed fuch idle
parade. By oppreflive offers of fervice
the Earl made me fenfible of his impor-

itance, and fought, by unbounded adula-
ition, to gain upon my heart, and dive inte

Iits intentions ¢ but it was not by {uch a me-

tdium I fought diftintion. 1 politely avoid-
ted referring either to the flander, or the
jpurport of the requefted audience, and

‘only thanked him for having obtained me

the ear of the King ; half blufhing to
have gained it by fo contemptible an
intercefflor. I perceived chagrin, curi-
ofity, and difappointinent, ftrongly ex-
reifed -1in his really fine features, but I

T 4 cauld
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could not prevail on myfelf to confide |
aught to the man Prince Henry had
defpifed. The Earl took his leave with
the {ame profound deference, and affur:
ances of fervice, with which he entered;
having appointed the next morning for
prefenting me to the King.

As the privacy of the promifed au-
dience enabled me to difpenfe with forns,
I made no addition to my fervants, nor
any other alteration in the weeds I ufu-
“ally wore, than that of forming them ‘to
the model of my mother’s drefs ; which
ever rendered the likenefs I bore hes
trom my very birth ftriking and obvious.
A thoufand half-forgotten occurrences
prefled upon my agitated foul as I paft
through each well-known apartment till
all were loft in the prefent, by my reachr
ing the clofet of the King. The affiduous
Somerfet, dreft as elegantly as though he
hal meant to charm me, advanced oa
my being announced, and politely offer-
ed his hand————a fudden chill came
over me § I trembled—--lingered--—

drooped,
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drooped,—but refolved to conquer my-
felf or perith, I fhook off the f{calding
tear which hung upon my cheek, and
accepted the favorite’s introduction.
The {uperior air with which I affe¢ted to
enter was not neceflary towards confufing
the King, who, always awkward and per-
plexed, feemed more than ufually fo ; and
doubtful, whether he fhould not fly the
moment he faw me, or at leaft call back
Somerfet who had inftantly retired.
Bending my knee in compliance with
cuftom, I inftantly rofe, and, retaining
‘the hand he had prefented to me, fixed
.my eyes, ftrongly animated by the occa-
. fion, upon his ever-varying countenance.
¢¢ Your Majefty,” faid I, ¢ doubtlefs, ex-
"peéts to find in me a weak {uppliant,
« {oliciting protection, or fuing for your
. pity ; but on terms like thefe I had never
bent before you—I come to claim a dear
i and facred ttle hitherto unknown, but
* never annihilated. Does your heart, oh,
“ royal James!” added I, melting into
- tears, ¢ recognize nothing congenial to it
.f.'in thefe features? this voice! the ti-

morous
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morous hand which grafps yours for the

firt time, in fraternal alliance »—Ch, |

fainted Mary ! dear author of my bes
ing, look down from heaven, and touch
the heart of your fon, in favor of the de-
folate fifter who. now ftands before him.”
The King ftarted, receded, gave ma-
nifelt tokens of doubt and difpleafure,
and fought to draw away the hand I ob-

flinately retained.——1I kifled, I bathed |
it with impafiioned tears. ¢ Shake me |

not off, rejett me mot unknown,” re=
fumed I in the deep tone of {tifled an<

guith.—< It is neither pride, venity, or |

ambition, which induces me now to
pubiith a fecret fo long buried in my bo-
fom. By the afhes of our anointed mo=
ther, I conjure you to hear—nay even to.
believe me.—Born in obfcurity—reared

m folitude, the early victim of misford |

tune, long fuffering had reconciled my!
weary foul to every evil but difgrace s
againft that fhe fuill proudly revolts.
The fame blood which Lows LhroughJ
your veins, burns in tumults along
mine,

1

i
1
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mine, at the very thought of aught
unworthy—it urges me to affert my in-
nocence by indubitable proofs—it will
be acquitted, before men as well as an-
gels ; nor does the cluim thus avowed
reft on my-declaration zlone, your Ma-~
jefty will fee in thefe papers the folemn
-atteftations, the unqueftioned hand-
‘writing of your royal mother; in zhefe
you will find the corroborating teftimo-
snies of many noble and unblemithed:
iperfons.—Perufe them cautioufly, and oh,
‘beware how you pre-judge me !” Un-
vable to utter another word, I almoft
lfunk at the feet of James, and gave way
ito the oppreflive, the agonizing fenfa-
wions fuch an @ra’ in my life could not
fail to awaken. The King flill regarded
'me with an irrefolute, uneafy air, coldly
izdvifing me to compofe myfelf by retiring
into the anti-chamber, while he perufed
'the papers on which he had hitherto only
iglanced his eye ; though even that cur-
fory view had deeply tinged his cheek
with filent conviction. - I was met in the

2 outer
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outer room by the Earl of Somerfet, who,
perceiving me near fainting, ordered water
and fuch eflences as are cuhomary, re-
maining himfelf by my fide, as if oftenta~
tioufly to convince me that he did not
influence in the leaft the determination
of his royal mafter—The bitternefs of
the conflict was, however, over the mo-
ment the fecret was avowed, and my
{pirits foon began to recover their wonted
equanimity.

The obliging efforts of Somerfet to
revive me did not pafs unnoticed, thoueh
my watchful ear followed the footf'u,ps
of the King, who {hll continued to wzdk
about with an unequal pace, {’coppmfr
atintervals. He opened the clofet door at
length, and Somerfer retiring out eof
his fight, made figns to me to re- enter‘
i ——1 hc King came forward to meet
me with affablhty, and feizing my hand
flightly faluted my cheek. - « Take
courage, madam,” faid he,. ¢ for however
you may have furprifed us with this
fudden declaration, and wonderful dif

covery;




?c_o,‘ver'}r, reverence for our deceafed mo-
ther’s rights, and juflice to thofe you de-
rive from her, oblige us to acknowledge
you as her daughter.”

~ And now I was indeed near fainting, I
smight rather fay dymc —To be at once ac-
‘knowledged as the fifter of James, as the
Hauontcn of Mary ! Hardly in my happieft
hours had 1 darcd to flatter myfclf with
the promife of what was now f{o incre-
dibly realized. My fufcepuble foul in-
‘dulged the exquifite tranfport, and one
fhort moment compenfated for ages of
anguifh.—A thoufand impaffioned, inco-
herent exclamations, burft from my lips ;.
a.nd giving way to the genuine impulfe of
graticude and affeCtion, I threw myfelf for
the firft tme into the arms of a
brother, nor remembered that they were
thofe of a King. Never did the moft
confummate hypocrite counterfeit a joy
{o pure, fo perfect; and though I could
shave brought no other proof of my birth,
the facred throbs of nature might well have
afcertained it.

THE RECESS, &  23%

Thc:



286 THE RECESS, &

The King {at down by me, and, tumn-
ing over the papers he ftill held, quef~
tivned me at intervals refpefting thofe |
that appeared myfterious or deficient. 1
cntreated  his patience while I briefly
ran throrgh the wonderful events of
my life, and thus very naturally led his at= |
tention toward the f{ole ob_le& of my |
cares, my hopes, my exiftence.— “«q|
have already heard much of your daugh- |
ter,” faid James ; ¢¢ they tell me fhe 18
beauty itfelf—why have you thus ftrangely’
concealed her ?” As I could not declare
my real reafon, which was fimply want of
efteem for his charalter, I pleaded various
trifling ones, that indeed had never infiu-
enced me. ¢ Say no more,” faid the King,
anterrupting me, ¢ I eafily perceive, Ma-
dam, you was not fo referved to every |
:one-—-l plainly difcern whe was your con- |
fidant ; had 1 earlier been entrufted with
your fecret, it would have been happier |
for all, and I fhould then have been able |
to account for’—He paufed ere ke

-came to the dear name of his fon, and
fiching

|
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fighing dropt the unfinithed {entence.  As
to me, entranced alike with his vnexpected
gandour, gracioufnefs, and generofty, I
‘everely reproached myfelf for relying on
ceport, and not proving the character I
wentured to decide upon. I had a long
sonverfation with the King afierwards,
avery word of which heightened my con-,
idence, efteem, and affedtion. [ gather-
td from many e\pwﬂlons that he feared
sppofidon on the part of the Queen,
ind his favorite ; and was fearful chat this
ate declaration of his mother’s marriage
with the Duke of Norfolk would not
ully fatisfy the minds of the pecple, or
wtablith my rank fufficiently. He paufed
gpon the whole, with the air of one whb
§ a party in what he meditates ; and I
thought the leaft T could do, was to leave

he regulation of the important acknow-
-dgment in his choice.—To be vindi-
;ated in his opinion, I truly affured him,
7as the firft objet of my life, and T fub-

nitred my general vmdlcanon, in the
mblic acknowledgment of my birth, en-

4

tirely
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tirely to his better judgmen:t. That [
Lad been fo many years a {olitary being in
the midft of f{ociety, as not to have ons
friend to whole inclinaticn I need yield my
own. In fine, that time had gradually
robbed me of all parties interefted in the
important fecret 1 had juft confided rto
him, which now refted folely with him,
my daughter, and myfelf. He replied
that < this inftance of my prudence, as
well as regard, infinitely heightened the
partiality he had already conceived for
me ; nor need I fear his delaying the
acknowledgment longer than was abfo-
lutely neceflary, fince he could not but
Took on fuch relations as ineftimable ac-
quifitions : neverthele(s, as he had many
points to confider, and many perfons to
reconcile, he recommended to me te
continue the fame circumfpection I had
hitherto fhewn ; but that he could not
reftrain his impatience to behold the fair
maid. of whom he had heard fo much,
and would come to-morrow evening to
a feat of Lord Somerfet’s, whither he

would
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ywould fend for myfelf and my daugh-
_ter, and hoped by that time he fhould be

_ab]c to afcertain the day for publithing

. my birth, with a die regard for his mo-
thel s honor ; after which he could gra-
my himfelf by eftablifhing me in a fitu-
‘ation that fhould make me forget all my
misfortunes.”—Thofe misfortunes were
already forgotten in the unhoped-for tran-
fition in my fate.—I took my leave with
the moft p;of'ound gratirude, burning with
“impatience to impart this blefled news

to my l\f[:uy, and, as the King did not

“offer to return the papers, 1'thoughe

it better to leave them in his hands,

*than confirm’ the doubt my long filence

i could not but give rife to in his mind,

Wiz, that T wanted confidence in his ho-
(i
[-s

nor.

I'haftened to Richmond, and commu-
J‘hlcated this furprifing, this happy event,
tto my darling girl—A thoufand times
" enfolded her to my delighted heart,
tand found every tranf{port doubled in her
jpatticipation. She tenderly entered into
¥ Vor. III. — T - all
b

0
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all my feelings, and fweetly fmiled at

the eagernefs with which 1 fought to

adorn her for the next day’s introduc-
tion. Yet, confidering the King as the -
flave of exterior, it was a material point .

to heighten her beauty by every adven-
titious advantage. To prefent her in
abfolute black, was to recal the moft
melancholy impreflions to the mind of
James; I thereiore refolved to lighten
her mourning with a fanciful elegance.
I dreft her in a veft of black velvet
thrown back at the bofom in the French
fathicn, with a femicircle of rich lace

points, which fhewed at once her grace-

ful wailt and cheft to the greateft ad-
vantage. Her petticoat was of white
fattin, wrought in deep points round the
bottom with black velvet, and richly

fringed with filver. A fuller coat and

train of filver muflin, wrought with black, |

fell over the fattin one, and was looped
up to the waift at regular diftances by
ftrings of pearl, and dragged toward the
bottom into points by the weight of

rich
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irich black bugle taffels and rofes of di-
‘amonds. Full fleeves of the fame filver
imuflin were braced above the elbow by
Iftrings of jet, and rofes of diamonds ; and
‘from thence her arns were bare, except for
Himilar bracelets circling each wnft. The
rich profufion of her auburn hair, which
fell in natural curls below her waift, re-
quired no ornament, but to avoid the
nffeGation of fhewing it, the worea hat of
white fattin with a narrow fringe of black
bugles, and a waving plume of feathers.
(Fhis {plendid drefs, on which the legacies
of both her father and Anana were dif-
played, by fome peculiar happinefs, eithe
in its make or mixture, became my Mary
teyond any I had ever feen her wear.
The fond mother’s heart anticipated the
mpreffion fhe would infzilibly make on
1er uncle, and drew from her hcightened
peauty the happieft prefages.

Ah, who could have conjeCtured that
this brilliance and parade were only def-
aned to forerun one of the moft difmal
i Uz mo.
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moments of my life !-—That an inhuman
tyrant  had delighted to employ the
trembling hand of misfortune in decking
a gaudy pageant, for herfelf eternally ‘to
motirn over !

At the appointed hour, a clofe carriage
came for us with due attendants, and as
the King had defired me not to bring any
of my own, I rigidly obeyed, nor even
hinted whither I was going. They drove
us a long way, while engroffed by medita-
tions on the approaching interview, as
well as concerning the dear creature by
mey 1 hawdly knew how the time pafled.
My danghte t length obferved that it was
farther than (h "expe&\,d —1I looked out,
‘but it was too dgrk for me to dnf’unounfh
any obJe&, and 1 could dl['cem was
an increafe of attefglants. I called out
aloud, and one dré® near, who to my
inquiries ' refpetfully§ replied, that the
King had been detaingk! in London, whi-
ther they were haftefhg by his orders:
This information quieted us again; and
1 ftrove to recal my fluttered fpirits

into
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into their ufual channel, by turning the

converfaton on our future profpeds.

Neverthelefs, we went at fo great a rate,

that I thought it 1mpoffible we fhould

not be near London, when all at once

I found we were driving through an un-

known village. The furprife this oc-

cafioned was doubled by my daugh-

- ter’s throwing herfelf into my arms.—It
was not immediately that I could compre-
hend her, when fhe told me that a light
. which gleamed from the window of a
cottage, had fhewn her a number of
armed foldiers. From this alarm we
were not yet recovered, when by a
fudden rife, and hollow found, we per-
jceived we had pafled over a draw-
ibridge; ammediately after which we
[flopped.  As we alighted, I cait my eyes
(ronnd a large and dreary court-yard,
wwhere a  few ftraggling centinels were
‘planted, but neicher lights, fplendor, or
jattendants, indicated a royal gucft, or a
favorite’s refidence. The gloomy paf-
f’l”eb through which we were uthered,
ik ieeimfd
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feemed rather to lead to a prifon than a
palace.—Arrived at an empty apartment,
I gave way at once to the dire, the ob-
vious truth ; and arraigning in filence my
own egregious ¢redulity, felr, feverely
felt, its every confequence.

An officer who had preceded us, now
offered me a packet, which I recerved as
the fentence of my fate, but made no
effort to open it ——-Hope, fear, curie-
"fity, every dear and powerful emotion
were annihilated by inftantaneous con-
viction, and a ftupor fucceeded more
dangerous and dreadful than the moft
violent operations of the paffions.—My
daughter, more terrified by this ftill agony
than even the cruel and unexpected event
of the evening, threw herfelf at my
fect. ¢¢ Oh, fpeak to me, my mother !*
exclaimed the dear one ; ¢ do not indulge
the defperation your countenance ex-
prefles! do not confummate to your
poor Mary the horrors of the moment 1”

I gazed at her with a vacant air, but na- .

ture refumed her rights, and fondly
plucking at my heart, the tears I re-
fufed
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hlfcd to my own fate, flowed lavifhly for
hets.—-—bo young, fo fair, fo Innocent,
_{o noble,—how could I but bewail her?
| Surely thofe maternal tears alone pre-
¢ ferved my fenfes ata juncture when every
" thing conipired to unfettle them. My
| Mary, by an expreflive glance, requefted
leave to open the packet, and, ftarting at
| ficht of the paper it contained, put it
| eagerly into my hand ; a glance informed
| me that it was the defamatory declaration
| the crafty Burleigh had deceived my fif-
 ter into figning, while a pnfoner ini St.
- Vincent’s abbey. The King, in fending
u.‘ this, only added infult to injury, fince
ithe teftimonials I had delivered to him
Limight have invalidated a thoufand fuch
U vague and artificial falfehoods; yet had
wit a fortunate effedt, for nothing lefs
ru,couid have roufed my {pirits from the
‘cold and fullen torpor which every pal-
 fing moment {eemed to increafe—¢¢ Info-
I-llent Barbarian !”” exclaimed I, ¢¢ not con-
itent to imprifon the unhappy offspring of
7J:hc: Queen who had the misfortune of
gn'mo thee being, doft . thou dehght in
U 4 vili-
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vilifying and debafing cven her afhes !—
-Oh, paper! di@tated and preferved furely
for my ruin ; by what fingular chance haft
thou furvived the very views thou wert
invented to ferve.—Treafured, as it ap- |
pears, only to effect a purpofe your execra- |
ble contriver could not forefee.—Yet of |
what confequence is this fingle atteftation :{
towards annihilating claims all thofe I de- |
livered had not power to eftablith in the |
judgment of a cruel, infidious tyrant,
who voluntarily fhut his heart alike to i‘
.reafon, virtue, and nature ?—Devoted |
to felf-intereft, vain of a peity talent at
deceiving, contemptible in every rank,
but infamous in the higheft, he meanly
watched the generous impulfes of my
heart, and wrought out of them my
ruin.—Yet why do I name myplf ?—
Alas, . of what importance is it to her
who no longer withes to live where hea-
wven or its arbiirary delegate fhall have ap-
peinted her to die 7—It is for thee, my
daughter ! for thee alone my foul thus
overflows with inexprefiible anguifh.—
Refcued, in yet uncon{cious childhood,
from
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from flavery, ‘negie&, and obfcurity, for-
tune at one moment feemed willing to
reftore all the rights of your birth, when
a weak, credulous mother affifted the
cruel wrerch who was pre-determined to
.entomb you, and annihilate every trace,
.every memorial, of our dear and ho-
noredt  progenitorsi——Namelefs—ditho-
nored—your blooming youth muft wi-
ther in an unknown prifon—blighted by
the tears of a parent who can never pardon
herfelf the extravagant error produced by
over-fondnefs.—I knew the King to be
mean, bafe; fubte, yet I madly deli-
vered into his treacherous hands every
memorial en which our hopes, nay, even
our vindication muft be grounded.”—-~
¢ Hear me, in turn, my dear, my ho-
nored mother,” cried my {weet girl, <¢bath-
ing my hands with tears of veneration and
fondnefs. Alas, the order of nature is
inverted, and I am obliged to become
‘the monitor.—Recolle&t the maxim you
have fo decply impreffed upon my mind
—that the malice of man would In vain
ftrive to make us wretched, did not our
own
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own ungovernzble paffions aid his arcful
machinatons. Ch, let us refpe&t even
error when it has its fource in virtue.—
To have diftrufled the King were to de-
ferve to be rejecled—leave him rthen to
the contemptible f{ausfaction of having
wrefted from the widow and the orphan
the laft treafure of their lives, and let us
cxamine what he has been compelled to
leave us. Have we not yet the power
of looking down on his throne, and all
its fpecious advantages, even from that
obfcure prifon where his authority con-
fines us:—Have we not the pride of
reviewing our own hearts without find-
ing aught in cither unworthy of our Crea-
tor or ourfelves *—For the vain gran-
deur of that name of which he has un-
fairly deprived us, can it be worth re-
gretting while he lives ta dithonor it ?—
Fortunately no favorite view depended on
its attainment, confequently no hope is
blighted by the deprivation. Have I
not often heard you fay, a noble nund
can becomie every thing to ielf ?—Let us

rife fuperior to our fortune; time
will
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will foon calm our {pirits—reafon will
reconcile us to the inconveniencies of our
fate, and religion elevate us above them,
—Mourn not then for me, my much-
loved mother,” concluded the dear one,
fiveetly fmiling through her tears, ¢ fince
I fhall never think that place a prifon
which contains you, nor that fate a mif-
fortune I owe to your fondnefs.”

Oh, virtue, how awful doft thou ap-
pear, {fublimed thus by generofity ! When
I faw this half-blown human bloflom
fupport the florm without fhrinking, I
bluthed to have bowed my head before
it.—When I heard her with Spartan cou-
rage apply to her own fitvation the no-
ble tenets I had fought, not vainly, to
imbue her mind with, could I fail to
profit by the principles I had taught >—
From the admiration the excited in my
foul {prung that pure and elevated heroifm
which calms in one moment every human
weaknefs, and turbulent paffion ; difpofing
us to turn upon that fate it enables us to
judge of.

I now
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I now recolle®ed that by a fond va-

nity in decking my daughter in all her |

valuable dnmonds, I had :mdwltcnty
provided ample means to buy the fide-
lity of our keepers; nor were tiley aware
of our treafure, as the feverity of the
weather had made me wrap her in a long
cloak lined with fur. 1 haftily ftripped
her coftly drefs of its richeft embellith-
ments, and fecreted them. Ah, with
what difiiculty did T fhifle the tears and
anguith which firuggled at my heart
when I remembered the different views
with which I adorned her !

Hardly had we executed this prudent
refolve, ere the man I have mentioned
prefented himfelf once nrore; he was
young—not unpleafing—had an air of
integrity and profound refpe&, that a
lictle prepoflefled me in his favor, even
under all the difadvantages attending our
meeting.  QOur countenances were now
calmed, and our refolutions taken.—He
appeared furprifed alike with this tranfi-
tion, and the beauty of my daughter;

whole
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whofe magnificent but difordered drefs
had a thare of his attention.—He was
flattered with our civility, and affured us
¢¢ that every accommodation confiftent
with the ftri¢t orders of the King he
{hould take pleafure in fupplying us with
and would, with our permiffion, make
us acquainted with our new home.” He
then produced fome keys which opened
double doors at the farther end of the
largc room we were in, and conduted
us into a chamber neat and commo-
-dious enough.—The keys, he informed
us, were committed folely to his charge;
‘and that whenever inclination or con-
venience induced wus to change our
.apartment, we.had only to touch a {pring
‘he pointed out, when he would attend,
and tnlock the intermediate doors.—
The purport of this extreme caution was
very obvious; it excluded every poffibility,
‘of winning over a female fervant, as all the
domeftic offices would now of courfe be
performed in either room while we occu-
pied the other; nor was he fuffered to

fupply
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fupply us pen, ink, or paper. As the
conveniencies of meﬁ’: apartments, and
the air of refpect in our guard, thewed

fome attention had been paid to our wel-" |

—i

fare, as well as the moft judicious pre-
cautions taken to prevent our enlarge-
ment, I neither imputed the one or the
other to the King, but rather both to his
cunning favorite. My inquiries were in-
terrupted by the entrance of two fervants,
who f{et out an elegant fupper, of which
neither my daughter or myfelf had {pi-
rits. to partake. Refolved however to
gather all I could from my attendant,
ere another fhould be put in his place,
or {ufpicion make him dumb, 1 afked
the name of the Caftle, and its owner;

but to thefe queftions he declared him-

{elf enjoined to refufe replying; never~
thelefs, 1 COHJC&UI’Ed from his looks that

I did not err in fuppofing Somerfet dl- i

reGted him. The refined artifice of of-
fering to introduce me to the King, and '
even remaining by my fide, while per-
haps my ruin was effeCting by his will,

2 feemed
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cemed entirely confiftent with the cha-
acter Prince Henry had given me of that
vorthlefs favorite; though I could find
10 crime in my own conduct that could
soffibly irritate him to bury us thus
live, unlefs indeed our attachment to that

amented royal youth appeared a fufficient
“ne.

In the gallery le:!.chncr to our apart-
aent, I obferved a centinel planted,
com whom we were {hut by double doors
afely locked ; perceiving we were thus
ffetually excluded from every hope,
nd chance of freedom, I defired to pafs
£ once into a chamber, where I did not
tatter myfelf I fhould find reft.

My firlt employment on rifing was to
xamine the windows, as well as the view
som them ; they were fo clofely grated
s to convince me that however comfort-
ble our refidence, it was flll a prifon.
Che apartments we occupied formed one
de of a quadrangle of old buildings,
20ft probably barracks, but now en-
rely deferted. On making the fignal,

Dunlop
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Dunlop (for fo was our guard called) rea-
dily atended, and we pafled: into the
other room where we found breakfaft
ready. Trunks containing all kinds of
apparel had been placed there, and Dun-
lop recommended to us to form our minds
to pafiing the remainder of our days
in confinement. I ud not fubmit to
Lear this, without demanding the autho-
vity by which he alted. He produced an
order, figned by the King, ftnétly en-
joining him to keep us in fafety, and be-
ware we neither wrote or received a let-
ter, or incleed held any kind of commu-
nication with the world.—While he {poke
{ examined every lineament of his coun-
tenance, but fidelity was written there in
fuch legible charaéters, that I dared not
make any effort to br]bf’ him, left if it
falled he fhould publith that I had the
means, which might in a moment utterly
impoverith me.

A few wearifome uniform. days only
had elapfed when every hope decayed,
and my {pirits flagged at once.~~Alas,

. my
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“my mind had no longer the vivifying ar-
dor, the inexhauftible refources of un-
broken youth——its bloom had pafled
away like a fhadow, and all its fire eva-
porated .—The woful realities of life had
 diffipated the bright illufions of imagina-
tion.—Every human good was, in my ef-
timation, fhrunk into fo {mall a compafs,
that freedom conftituted a very effential
part of my litde pofieffions.—I was no
I longer able to rely upon contingencies, and
" funk at once under all the {adnefs of know-
" Yedge.—Not denied the relief of books,
I po*ed over them in vain; every-idea
*was il purfuing an abfent good, and
" my fenfes would rejet the BTl o o
1thor, to follow the carelefs fteps of a
“weary centinel, or ‘liften to ‘his whiftling.
" Whether my daughter’ had really more
irefolution than myielf, or only affumed
the appearance of it to fave me from
defpan' was -a point I could not afcer-
g tzun ; but the complacency of her mind
.and manners was invariable. By a-thou-
‘fand  lictle affeftionate artifices fhe cn-
igaged e to work while fhe read, or
o, 111 X read
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read while (he worked, nor would per-
ceive thofe melancholy reveries it was
impofiible to overlook. I was not, how-
ever, thanklefs for the blefling left me.
That my eyes opened on her every morn-
ing, ftill made me blefs it ; and in com-
pofing myfelf to fleep, 1 nighdy praifed

the God who yet fuffered her to relt by |

me.

Two tedious months elapfed in unde-
cifive projects.—Dunlop ever prefent, vi-
gilant, and refpetful, precluded alike

complaint and temptation ; but as if to |
guard himfelf againft the latter, I took |

notice that he now never remained one mo-
ment alone with us.

The impoffibility of forming any judg-
ment of our centinels while divided from
them by double doors, and the danger
of a fruitlefs effort to feduce one, had

at intervals engrofled my attention ; but

the mind cannot dwell for ever on a fingle
idea, or a remote and uncertain project
Wearied out with this, another {uddenly
came to my relief. Though yet early
in the {pring, the weather was uncom-

2 monly
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‘monly beautiful, and the lenity with
which we were treated left me not with-
-out hopes of being allowed, under rigid
Jimitations, the liberty of walking in
whatever gardens the caftle-walls en-
<clofed. By this means I could examine
:the countenances of our centinels, and
if T faw one in whom humanity was not
quite extiné, I thought 1 might find.
fome means to fhew him =z jewel; thus
proving T could largely recompenfe him,
tfhould he have the courage to affift us.
Nor did'my lamenefs wholly deprive me of
the power of walking, though it pre-
‘vented my enjoying the liberty.—Afier .
confidering this plan in every pofiible
Jdight, I faw nothing to forbid the. at-
.tempt, and ventured the requeft.—A
few anxious days €lapfed ere 1 had the
‘fatisfaion of finding it was granted, on
-as good terms as I could hope. Dunlop
_acquainted me,"we muft walk feparately, -
.that the perfon confined might-be a check
upon her that was liberated ; who fhould
not remain in .the garden more than an

24 0 I0UF,
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‘hour, nor quit his fight one moment.
Thefe reftrittions were as moderate as I
:could expect, and I -eagerly prepared to
.profic by the granted permiffion, ere I
ventured my daughter : certain .I fhould
at leaft difcover the firength, height,
and firvation of the Caftle.—Dunlop,
followed by two other .men, attended
upon me. I caft an eager eye on the
centinel I paffed in the gallely but faw
no trace .of fenfe, feeling, or curio-
fity in his. The little galden was in {o
antique a ftyle, and ruinous a condition,
-as plainly proved that this difmantled build-
ing was now only a prifon, whatever its
former diftin¢tion. The wall around it
appeared decayed, and not very high—
it Jooked .down on a moat, apparently
dry.—From one part of the terrace I
caught the corner of a tower I fancied
belonged to Windfor Caftle, but dared
not venture a word which might imply
defign, and returned without afking a
fingle queftion. My daughter now took
her turn ; and, as we continued to claim

this
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this relief whenever the weather favored,
I fancied it improved her health as well as
my own.-

It chanced at length, I one day found
a centine]l on guard whofe eye exprefled
both pity and curiofity.—~Mine addrelled
itfelf to' him in a moft pointed manner.
Without altering the pofition of my
hand (in which I always carried a dia-
mond for that purpofe) I opened i,
and the foldier, as I wilhed, furveyed
the jewel.—l turned my head at the
inftant Dunlop was unlocking the door,,
and the centing] fhook his emphatically..
Yet only to have been underftood revived.
at once my {pirits, and my hopes ; for to-
efcape did not appear {0 impracticable to.
me, as to gain an aififtant. I faw him
no more for a week, but foon feund that
day was the periodical one for his at-
tendance.—Involved in a thoufand plots,
the wani of pen and ink feemed to con-
demn them all ro inhabit only my brain,
when at once I difcovered a fubflituie for
thole wuleiul articies. From the middle

X of
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of a large book, which we had unmo--
lefted pofleffion of, T took fome of the-
printed leaves, and from the conclufion:
a blank cne ; out of the firft I cut fuch |
words as ﬁmply conveyed my meaning,.
and fewed them on the laft.—< Affift.
us to efcape, and we will make your.
fortune,” was the fubftance of this f{in-
cular but important billec. To afcer-:
tain my ability to realize this promife,_
[ wrapt in 1t a diamond of fome value,,
and carried both ever in my_hand, full%
hoping fortune would enable me for one
moment to miflead the attention of my.
guards ; but, alas, Dunlop far from re--
laxing his vigilance, continually increaf--
ed it. The two men who followed him:
in the garden now attended to my door ;
remaining as {pies on me while Dunlop
opened it. Thus circumftanced, I could
not iake the flighteft overture without
being liable to detettion, and 1 dreaded
awakening the meft diftant doubt, left it
fhould condemn us to a more rigorous
confinement.—One favorable omen alone
oc-
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occurred.—The foldier [ had feleCted
learly underftood me. I faw his eye
ever anxioufly fixed on my hand, as if
eager to transfer its contents to his own;
nor had I ceafed to flatter myfelf I fhould
yet de fo, when an unforefeen 1nc1dent
at once annthilated every hope and p
ject, and plunged me in the deepeft for—
row. :
I had always counted the moments of
my daughter’s abfence, and nothing but
the conviftion that air and exercife
were neceflary towards her health, could
have enabled me to fupport it. What
then became of me when one day I
found her walk unufually lengthened !—
I endeavcured to perfuade myfelf thar
my fears foreran the danger.—But more
than twice the ufual tume had cprt'unly
elapfed nor dared I venture an in-
quiry, left I fhould fuggeft a hLint to
my perfecutors which hitherto had efcaped
them. The hours thus pafled on, but
Mary returned not—Ah me ! While my
weak hand repeats this, I almoflt expire
Xd under



31z THE RECESS, &.

under the recolle&tion.—Every evil my
nntoward fate had yet teemed with be-;
came peace, nay pleafure, on a compa-
rifon with this.—Though the turbulence:
of each {ucceeding ftorm had fwept away
invaluable treafures, fomething yet re-
mained my weary foul might cling to.—
This fingle gem, this folitary relique.
of all my fortunes, more dear, more
precious from becoming fo, a dreadful
a deceitful calm had at length {wallowed
up even while I was fearlefs of the dan-
ger.—Heart-firuck—incapable at once
either of diftinguifhing, or complaining;,
my refpiration became perturbed, and
deep.—A {till agony, more dreadful than
the wildeft tumults of the paffions, numbed -
my very foul ; every hair feemed to ftart
from, and pierce my too-fenfible brain ;*
while drops, cold as thofe cf death, chafed
one another down my fcarcely throbbing
temples.—When Dunlop prefented him-
felf, I rofe not from the earth,.l uttered
not a {yllable ; but lifting an eye to Lim -
which. would have melted a favage, Le
turned
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turned away, unable to fupport the fhock,

and offered me fome order from the ng;
bewailing at the fame moment the pain--
ful duty impofed on him. This roufed
my torpid {pirits—I torc it indignantly
into a thoufand atoms; refentinent re-
ftored my f{peech.—I called for my Mary
in the moft piercing accents—nothing
could fufpend, or 'mitigate my anguifh..
I bitterly reproached Dunlop with tearing
the beauteous innocent from her mother’s
bofom, only to deliver Lier up to affaf-
fins—In" vain he declared himfelf inca-
- pable of fuch villainy, and aéting under
- the orders of the King—In vain he af-
fured me that the was only removed to
another apartment, fafe, and unhurt. My
foul rejected all his affertions.—Mary—
Mary—Mary !—was all my convulfed
lips could utter, or my difconfolate {oul
dittate.

Ah, God! the folitude that fucceeded !"
Yood, light, air, nay even life -itfelf, be-
came naufeous and infupportable.—
Stretched on the cold ground—drenched
In my own tears, [ gave- way to the

desp
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deep mifery, the tremendous void, this bar-

* barous {eparation could not but plunge me

in.—How long was it fince the had been

the very eflence of my exiftence ! From

the forrowful moment which gave her |
into my arms, to that which tore her

from them, fhe, fhe alone, had occupied |
my every {enfe, and enabled me to fup-

port every affliftion.~~Never, though I |
had led her myfelf, through an admiring |
nation to the altar, and joined her hand |
with that of the incomparable Henry, |
never could even that advantage have
compenfated to my yearning heart for
the lofs of her {ociety. 'What then muft it
{uffer to recollect that a favage had wreft-
ed her, for unknown purpofes, from my
arms! Nor could I, amidft all the hor-
rors this idea teemed with, fix on any dif-
tin¢t one.

Oh, that melodious voice! Still it
feemed to vibrate on my ear, but no
longer could I hear it.—That unmatched
form gliftered through every tear, but
evaporated with it. The mofl deadly
glooms came over me—a thoufand times

I raifed i
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I’ raifed my rafh hand to precipitate—the
unfortunate Rofe Cecil alone withheld
me.—1 often thought I heard her aerial
voice, and defpair flowly {fubfided into re-
fignation.

I now exerted every effort to gain up-
on Dunlop ; but, too faithful to hisexecra-
ble employers, I never won more from:
him than that my daughter was fhill in-
the Caftle, not only unhurt, but treated
with diftintion and 1ndulgence.—Yet,
how could I credit fuch improbable af-
furances ! or even if they were true,
ought not an indulgence fo partial to
alarm more ftrongly 2. mother’s feelings ?
To every folicitation once more to be--
hold her,, I received a pofitive denial;:
nor was even the liberty of walking now
allowed me. I often inquired why I was
thus reftrained, if no injury was meditated
to my unfortunate child > To queftions.
of this 'kind he never anfivered, but left
me-to my own flutuating conjectures :
~ They were fo numerous and frightful,
that conviftion could hardly aggravate
. theevil,: Neverthelefs, as Dunlop feemec
Cyver
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.ever anxious to COR‘PO{’ FXXY mind by re-

mterated. affurances of oy poor gll’l 3

{afety, and as there was an air of candour
in all he uttered, I began at length to
conclude that the contemptible Somerfet

had afpired to' the niece of his mafter;.

but from being already married to the
divorced Countefs. of Effex, had not
dared to avow his paflion. I recollected
too late the fingularity of his being
with Prince Henry when firft we beheld
that -amiable youth ;—the affiduous refpett
he had fhewn in waiting on me at Rich-
mond ;—theaffeCted of’""r of his intereft with
a tyrant whofe wiil ke {fo well knew how to
make fubfervient 10 his own;—the com-
bination of refined arts by which we had
been led to throw ourfelves into the
prifon feleCted for us;—and, finally, that
the prifon was probably a houfe of his
own.—Through the whole of this, as well
as the manner in which we were guarded,

there was a policy too minute for a King .

to plan, and teo watchful to be the work
of an indifferent perfon.—When by
a Juit tura of thought we infenfibly

un-
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unravel any hitherto inexplicable event,
how does the mind difdain its former
blindrefs! T now confidered with won-
der my long want of per{picacity, and
found fomething every moment to cor-
roborate and ftrengthen the idea I had
adopted.

To fix on -any thing certain appears to
the exhaufted foul a dccruc of relief ; and
though, at fome moments, I dreaded art
and violence might be employed, if
gentle methods falled to undermine the
virtue of my f{weet girl, yet I much of-
tener flattered myfelf that fhe could not
 infpire a paffion fo grofs and unworthy ;
and knew her foul fuperior to every other
fedu¢tion. From the inftant I ventured
once more to hope, all my plans for efcap-
ing revived ; I had no longer, it is true,
the privilege of pafling beyond my apart-
ment, but mifery is ever ingenious, and
1 was pre-informed of the days when the
-compaffionate centinel guarded the .door ;
nay, I fancied I often heard him draw
near, attracted by my fighs and groans.—
The note I had formerly prepared was

Yet
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yetin being; I fewed it to a long thin
flip of whalebone, and, on the day when
he ufed to be attending, worked it gently
under both doors, at a time when I judg-
ed no other perfon near, and {oftly rapped
at theinner one. A fweet hope rekindled

in my heart as I felt it drawn out of my |

hand. I watched in vain the whole te-
dious day for a reply, and often fancied
my effort had been betrayed to Dunlop 5
but as I did not perceive any alteration
in his countenance, I became reaflured,;
-and concluded that the foldier could net
write, nor perhaps even read , and if fo,
.a whole week muft neceflarily elapfe ere
‘1 could learn his refolutions. The ex-
piration of that time verified my laft con-
je@ure.  With un{peakable fatisfaction I
at laft faw a billet introduced into my fo-
litude, by the fame means 1 had fuc-
cefsfully ventured. 1 wasa long time decy-
phering the almoft unintelligible feravl:
¢« T pity you, lady, from my heart, butl
know not how to help you; it is true,
you are rich and T am very poor, but

then it is impoffible to get at you; if

}'011
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you can think of any way, | am ready
to affit.”. Ah, God! how did I lift up
my eyes to thee, who hadft thus ftrangely
opened} once more to mne a communica-
tion with that fociety from which I had
been fo unfairly wreted! In moments
like this every thing appears pofiible ; al-
ready I feemed to fee my prifon gates
open, my daughter in my arms, and our
honeft affiftant rich at once in our wealth
and our bleffings. Having had the fore-
fight to prepare another biliet, I convey-
ed it in the fame manner. ¢ Worthy
foldier, is my daughter fafe, and yet in
this Caftle ? if {o, tear away all but the
word, yes, and my foul fhall for ever
blefs you.” How pure was the joy with
which I received the precious monofyl-
lable !

To prepare another billet, comprehend-
ing my plan, was a work of time; with
what perturbation did I undertakeit! To
-condenfe my meaning in a few words,
and yet leave it obvious to a common
capacity, was not an eafy tafk.—I thus

at
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at laft effefted it : ¢¢ Generous friend, win
over him - who guards my daughter’s door!
while you are at mine, and 1 will thare with’
both of you the rich jewels I poflefs, of
which yeu faw only the fmalleft. Ob-
ferve the form of the keys Dunlop brings’
—buy many as near them as poffible,’
and fo various that fome may certainly®
fi.—Procurc likewife two regimental’

FEE——

fuits, that we may pafs the centinels un-? |

queftioned ; if you can raife the litde
money neceflary for this, fear not to-{pend”
it; I will make your fortune'in the mo-!
ment our doors are opened.—Reftore me
to my daughter—conduét -us to-the gate,?
and we will both befeech the Almighty:
to biefs the riches we will joyfully leave
m your hands.” 149
Having difpatched this, 1 waited the,
deciding hour with the moft anxious im-,
patience.; and fcarce dared to raife my,
eyes from the ground, left Dunlop thould
read in them aught that might alarm his
fufpicions. ’
How '
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 How to difpofe of myfelf, and daugh-
ter, when out of the Caftle; was a quel-
tion. 1 could not decide upon ; but 1 flat-
tered myfelf that as we fhould have fome
hours the ftart of our perfecumrs; we might
reach London; where it -,«\vouli not he
‘ealy to 'Lpprehend perfons Who had been -
imprifoned without any judicial inquiry
.or {entence. A greater fear however
ithan that occurred.——How if thefe f{ol-
(diers fhould not be honeft—the reward
vwe mufl beftow would prove what we pof-
ifefled, and our lives might be the forfeir,
' Yet fuch was my defperate {tate, that even
‘thisreafonable apprehenfion did not induce
me one moment to hefitate.
- The appointed time revolved, 2nd I i’é-'
ceived another billet.  ¢¢ Be ready when all’
is quiet—every thing is prepared if any of
‘the keys fit.- My comrade and feif muft
g0 with you to fecure our own fafety, but
it will Tikewife fecure yours.” ©Ch, how
did my heart hound at chis happy intelli-
gence '—my languor, my lamenefs, all
was forgorten. Maternal love, and ha-
Nor. 110 X Liwual
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bitual fear, {eemed to wing me with {uper-
natural powers.

As the mmportant moment approached,
I knelt and devoutly invoked the afift-
ance of heaven. Ah! notin vat; for the
firlt effort of the foldiers was fuccefstul. = I
reached out a rich and ready hand rto
each.—They received the contents with
extreme fatsfaction, and, conjuring me to
preferve the moft profound filence, locked
the doors, and led me to the further fide

of the Caftle. At the threfhold of my-

daughter’s apartment they gave into my
hand the difguifes I had defired, and
agreed to wait till we were ready. The
tender meltings mothers enly know thril-
led through my heart, and feetened every
apptehcnﬁon, as I gently made my way
from a dark room towards one where I
faw lights {till burning : but fearful of
alarming my fweet girl, I hefitated at the
door. What was my aftonifhment to per-
ceive that the apartment was gay, magni-
ficent, and illuminated !—I thought at firft
that anxiety had bewildered my faculties,

but
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but their truth became evident when they
centered at once on my daughter; who,
elegantly habited, had funk on a couch
afleep. A writing table covered with
due implements ftood before her, on
which lay a letter it appeared to me fhe
had been anfwering. The deadly cold-
mefs, the namelefs fenfations this extracr-
dinary icene could not but occafion, at
once {ufpended even the moft powerful
emotiens of nature. A repulfion fo terri-
ble obliged me to reft my head againft
the piliar of the doar, and ftruggle fome
zime with the ficknefs and confufion of
my foul, ere I could gather firength ta
penetrate into the fact.  She ftill continued
t0 enjoy a repofe, it feemed to me that 1
never fhould know again, and I had now
loft the with of awakening her ;” of efcap-
ang—alas, even of emfhng! Slowly ot
dength I tottered toward the tzble, and
:catching at the two letters I menticned,
appeared to grafp in them my very fate.
The fignature of the firft made its contents
almoft needlefs.

- X 2 e p fo
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“ A few days, a very few days more,
moft charming of women, and I fhall
be able to mdulge your every with—
every thing is now in train -—pain me
not therefore in thus prefling an impoffi-
bility. The heart of your mother is inexor-
able to me—it has ever been {o, and I nei-
ther dare truft her with the truth, or you
with one fo prejudiced, till the law thall have
annulled my detefted marriage, and the
King agree to my union with yourfelf—
I live but in that hope ; 1t fupports me
under all thefe long and tedious abfences,
"Why will you call the fafe home in which
you are enclofed, a prifon *—The whole
world appears {o to him who beholds with
pleafure only that {pot where you dwell.
To-morrow 1 fhall fteal an hour to pafs
with you—{mile for that hour, my beloved,
and blefs with a welcome your devoted
Somerfet.”

Of ‘what various, what manifold mife-
ries is the human heart fufceptible}
None of ail the exquifite variety I had

hitherto known, ever furpafled this new
one.
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gne. My difdainful foul recoiled from
even the dear obje&t of its affeftions—
h}pocrlfy, that eflence of all vices, had
ftolen into her heart under the name of

1

ove, and blighted the virtues yet bloflom-

ing—fearfully I perufed her letter, to
end every doubt.

[
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¢ What ages of folitude, of fuffering dces
your love, my lord, impofe on me ! In
vain you would fill up that place in my
¢ heart, a parent fo juftly revered muft
cver hold. But you flill talk of to mor-
¢ row, and to-morrow—alas, it is a day
¢ that may perhaps never come—ryou think
¢ me vapourifh, but you know not how

-

-

-~

¢ ftrangtly my illnefs increafes—it 1s acute
¢ and viclent—Oh that T could lay my

¢ burning head one moment on my mo-
¢ ther’s bofom !—Catharine gave me fome
¢ whey yefterday; I don’t know,—perhaps
¢ I wrong her, but I have not been myfelf
¢ fince. A thoufand gloomy 1mages have
¢ taken pofieffion of my mind ! my ecager
¢ ear 1s filled with 1maomary knells : I
¢ could fancy myfelf dying: you will

5 2 ~ ¢ laugh
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“ Jaugh perhaps at this ‘weaknefs, but I
¢ cannot conquer it—if I fhould indeed
¢ judge right, releafe my mother I conjure
¢ you, and conceal forever from her———"
Ah, what? exclaimed 1 in the moft
errible agony, for at this unfinifhed
fentence the letter broke -off.~——Difdain,,
{ufpenfe, anguifh, contended within me,
and fhook my frame like the laft furuggle
of nature.—Of all the horrors that be-.
wildered my mind, one, one alone, could
my fenfes afcertain. My haplefs girl
was indeed dymg—wan and hollow were
thofe cheeks late {o florid—the icy fin-
gers of death were imprefled upon her:
temples, and the eyes the heavily open-
cd, as her woe-ftruck mother dropt upon.
mrth, had no longer either life, beauty,
r haftre—Oh, that my foul had efcaped

in the groan which followed this horrible
conviction |—She faintly fhrieked, and re-
mained in a kind of ftupor; tendernefs, how-
ever, foon predominated in my mind over
every other fenfation.—I threw my arms
round her in filence, and the tears which
deluged her cheeks, alone declared what
pafled
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pafled in my foul.—S8till fhe uttered not a
word, but griped my hands as though the
pangs of death were indeed upon her. I
in vain conjured, Intreated her to {peak;
it was long ere fhe had courage to enter
into'a detail which fhe had neither breath
or voice to go through. ¢ Condemn
me not wholly, my mother,” at length
cried the dear one, ¢¢however appearances
may Incenfe you. I afk for only iife
enough to acquit myfelf, and will to my
lalt moment thank the God who reftores
me to your arms, though only to blulh
away my being in them. Yer have I
no other crime to avow than that re-
ferve unconguerably interwoven in my
nature.—Alas, yefterday I thought it a
virtue.—Heaven will, perhaps, give me
ftrength to go through the ftory, at leaft,
I ought to make the effort.—Oh, deign
to pardon my compelled abruptnefs, and

hear me with patience ! -
¢ At the moment which firfl prefented
Prince Henry to our knowledge, he was
accompanied . by the Earl of Somer{ct~
How my eyes conceived the partiality my
X reafon
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reafon could never erale I know not,
but they decided at once in his favor.—
Whether the Earl perceived the involun-
tary diftinction, or was led by an equal
one on his own part, is alike unknown
to mc; but 1 underftood the relutance he
felt when obliged to give way to the Prince,
whom he left with us—the contempt with
which you afterwards mentioned Loid
Somerfer ftrangely fhocked and alarmed
m¢ ; yet (may I own it) I fecretly accufed
the moﬂ. upnight heart exifting of pride
and prejudice; and found a thoufand
reafons for fuddenly difputing a judgment.
which had hitherto been the rule of my
own.—During the frtqucnt vifits of Prince
Henry, when prudence induced you
to fend me abroad; alas, to what a
temptation did you unconfcioufly expofe
me! Somerfet availed himfelf of thofe
opportunities, ard, by diftant homage,
con‘irmcd the prepofleffion I had already
conceived.—What fhame, what forrow,
what humiliation, has it coft me !—Can
you ever know a more exquifite mifery
than to beftoww your heart unworthily ?

1o
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to be humbled without guile—-—com-
pelled to bluth hourly for errors not your
own—and reduced to a perpetual con-
flit with thefe powerful and natural
emotions which form, under more for-
tunate circumftances, the feliaity of youth !
Senfible by the curious attention of
others, how injurious that of the Earl
might in time become, I requefted leave
to remain at home; and awed, in {pite
of myfelf, by your fentiments, boldly
refolved to facrifice the erroneous incli-
nation of my heart,and received the vows
of Prince Henry. To fee you happy,
to flatter him with the hope of being fo,
for a time elevated and amufed my mind;.
but folitude foon reftored it to its favorite
object : Somerfet ftill prefented himfelf,
and I took pleafure in the tears in which-
I drowned his admired image. By fome
means or other 1 found letters from him
frequently in my chamber.—I dared not
inquire how, left I fhould awaken your
fufpicions ; alas, perhaps that was one
of the fine-fpun webs with which love

‘ ever
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ever veils its errors ! 1 found him regu-
larly informed of all our defigns;—I
knew it was in his power to crofs them
by a word; and I began to efteem him
for daring to be filent. During the laft
progrefs of the King, Somerfet refolved
to profit by the abfence of Hernry, and,
apprized of the interviews we granted
the Prince in the pavilion in the garden,
as well as of my habit of fitting .there,
he determined to take the chance of plead-
ing his caufe. My ftay was by the rifing
of the moon unufually prolonged on the
evening he had feletted to prefent himfelf
before me. 'The pale light {erved only to
thadow out his form~—any human one muft
at fuch a moment have appalled me.—I
fhrieked, and was half-fainting when the
found of his voicz diffipated my terror.
Surprife, perhaps joy, that inftantancous
confidence we ever repofe in the objelt
beloved, doubtlefs reatiured him. [ was
fcarce confcious I had granted the au-
dience he demanded, till he fell at my

feet to thank me. The manner in which
2 he
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he avowed lus paffion, made me fen-
fible too late that I had ill-difguifed my
own; I know not whether I thould have
had refolution to attempt doing fo much
longer, had not our converfation been
fuddenly interrupted by Henry.  The
Prince to my inexprefhible difmay, en-
tered the pavilion.—My voice had drawn
him thither, but the found of Somerfet’s
made him retreat in contemptuous {ilence.
The FEarl" would have followed, but T
~caught his arm and obftinately withheld
him :—then conjuring him to haften to
his boat, I flew after the Prince. Henry
had thrown himfelf on the feat near the
terrace; but, fenfible of the neceffity of
feparating him and the Earl at fuch a
crifis, I entreated the Prince to proteft
me to the houfe. The light of the
moon enabled me to judge from his bewil-
dered air of the diftrattion of his mind..
I had not courage to break a filence he
voluntarily mﬂmtqmed yet to part un-.
der appearances fo equivocal was impof-
fible. 1 hefitated at length a faint expla-

nation.
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nation. ¢ Could you contradi& the evi-
dence of my fenfes, madam,” fighed the
Prince, in a low and tender tone, ¢ I might
with to hear you: as itis, {pare me,
I conjure you, on a fubjeét fo hateful ;
1 have nothing to reproach you with but
a referve which led me to deceive my-
felf.—Adieu, I promife you iaviolable
filence.—*{e who once hoped to confti-
tute your felicity, difdains to interfere with
it.  Yet one truth I ought perhaps to
apprize vou of: your happy, your fa-
vored lover is mairied ; think not [
vith to reap any advantage fron: this in-
formation—never more fhall I breathe
a vow at your feeteemOh, Mary! you
have undone me !”  He wrung.my hands
in an agony of pafiion, and rufhed through
the garden to conceal the fobs which
_eontinued to pierce my heart through my
ear. What a night did T pafs !—fad pre-
lude to fo many miferable ones. I readily,
abfented myfelf the next day at the Prince’s,
ufual hour of vifiting us. I never faw him
‘afterwards  without pain, humiliation,

; : and’
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and confltraint ; though he omitted no-
thing likely to reconcile me to myfelf.
During the fatal illnefs into which he fell,
how continually did my Heart reproach
me with increafing, if not caufing it!
and how deeply was my injuftice to his
merit punithed, in the mortifying con-
viftion that Somerfet had dared to de-
ceive me !|—\What prayers did T offer up
for Henry’s recovery What vows to
atone for my error, by a life devoted to
him! Alas, 1 was not worthy a lover fo
noble ; and heaven recalled his purer
effence, while yet unfullied. The fenfe
of a hopelefs and unworthy paffion min-
gled with the deep grief I -could not

but feel for his lofs. A ficklinefs and dif-
guft fucceeded—rank, royalty, diftinétion,
every worldly advantage combined, could
not have diffipated the gloom of my
mind, or reconciled me for a moment
to fociety. I took no pleafure in the
hopes, you, my dear, my generous mo-
ther, cherithed for me; but I would not
be ungrateful, and therefore concealed

: m§
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my apathy.  Thus impreffed, what merit
was there in that .effort which en-
abled me to become your comforter
under a reverfe I fcarcely felt?—Oh,
that my errors, my misfortunes, had
ended here—that I had breathed my
laft on your revered bofom, while yet
unconfcious of wounding it! When the
vain hope of freedom made you folicit
for a limited portion of air and exercife,
how could you forefee the fatal confe-
quences of that periodical indulgence!
In the firft of thefe folitary walks, So-
merfer prefented himfelf before me; not
the crefted, afpiring faverite ; but the felfs
accufing, the pale, the humble lover.—My
eyes however refifted the impulfe of my
heart, and turned haughtily from him;
‘but he hung on my robe, he intreated,
‘he conjured,—he would be heard.—]
‘feel 1 fhall not have time to enter into
the long explanation of his condu&
which won from me an unwilling pardon:
fuffice it to fay, that he knew every the
moft fecret tranfaction in our houfe, nor
~xentured to marry till convinced I was

be-
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betrothed to Prince Henry. But, oh !

the wretch he efpoufed !-———Never may
you know the crimes of which fhe has
too probably been guilty ! It was to

Somerfet’s interpofition we owed the pro-
longation of thofe lives, the pride and
rage of the King had fecretly devoted from
the moment he read the papers he took a
malicious pleafure in deftroying.—Still
anxious for me, the Earl owned he had
- perfuaded James to imprifon us in this
Caftle, as well to fecure our fafety, as to
provide us thofe comforts and conveni-
encies our royal relation would have de-

' prived us of.
¢I could not be infenfible to fervices like
thefe ; and, finding my wrath began to
abate, he awakened my pity, by de-
fcribing the domeftic miferies an  une
happy marriage had impofed on him.
The tears with which my wounded foul
blotted this piture, induced him fiill
‘farther to explain himfelf. His hopes
' of a divorce feemed rﬂtlonally grounded,
iand T could not but enter into " his views
' ' on
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on that head.—1 was not however able to
perfuade him that you would ever think as
-1 did, and weakly promifed a fecrecy 1
ought to have feen the danger of——TYct,
the prejudice which induced you to impute
even our imprifonment to him, feemed {o
fixed, fo unalterable, that though a thou-
fand times the integrity of my nature tempt-
ed me to unfold to you the only fecret my
bofom ever teemed with, I fhrunk be-
fore a mind fo difgufted, nor dared to
utter one f{yllable might pain you. The
delays of Somerfet, however necefiary,
alarmed and  diftrefled me-—I became
cold and melancholy; and, too delicate
10, confide to him the true .caufes of this
alteration, he foon afiigned a falfe ones
Pecvifhnefs and altercation now robbed
our interviews of all their {fweetmefs.—He
often reproached me with having opened
my heart to you; who alone could thus
fhut 1t againft him.—Difdain urged me
one day to affure him I would do fo, the firft
moment I again beheld you.—He lefr
me in a tranfport of rage, Alas, my heart

became



THE RECESS, &. 337

became fenfible of one every way equal to
it, when I found that I was not permitted
to return to your prifon: I refufed to
admit him to that allotted for me, and
‘gave vent to every extravagance fo un-
forefeen an injury muft excite.—His an-
Jdwer convinced me that this {tep had long
been meditated. He affured me that ¢¢ he
would {ooner die than reftore me to a
mother who had ever hated, detefled,
and defpifed him without any reafon, till
bis claim took place of hers, and he
could call me his wife.” The cruel re-
- membrance of what you muft {uffer,-
{oon reduced me to intreaties, and folemn
promifes of continued fecrefy. ¢ They
were now,” he replied, ¢ too late ;—thathe
could not fuppofe it poffible I thould be
.able to conceal from you the caufe of
- my abfence ; and this, juftly ftrengthening .
.the unreafonable difguft and hatred you al-
| ready felt towards him, would make you
' go any lengths .to prevent a union you
muft natorally abhor.” To this he
added all he thought likely to foothe my
Marn. 111, 7 erni-
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embittered {pirit, and folemnly affured me
your mind was relieved, by a conviction
that this feparation was only in confe-
quence of a new order from court.
Although I faw in this mode of conduét a
chicanery and little art my nature dif-
dained, I was yet glad to imagine it
lightened to you the heavy affliction our
feparation could not but caufe. T felt
too late the error of mental refervation,
and had f{ufficient reafon to think every
evil might branch out from that little
root. Having in vain contended with
the man no lefs mafter of my life than
fate, T at length was wearied into for-
giving him. The divorce was now in great
forwardnefs, and the manifold iniquities
of the fiend in human fhape he had mar-
ried fuch as could not but thock and in-
tereft a heart difpofed to love him. A
thoufand bufy projects pafied daily from
his brain to mine, and often intervened
between myfelf and a mother fo revered.
Every hour that went over my head made
it more impofiibie for me to appear before

3'0“
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you but as his wife, and I became as eager
as himfelf for a day which heavén had
pre-ordained I fhould never fee. One
who purfued her point more effectually,
has f{everely punithed all my youthful er-
rors—Oh may my premature death be re-
ceived, by bim who made me, as an ex-
piation !—How fhall I tell you!—and yet
I muit—I have often thought .my food

tinfured with poifon—yefterday—Alas,

my mother, where is now your fertitude ?
—where is that fublime refignation -I
have feen you exert ?-_—forget the vain
hopes you once formed for me—forget
that I am your daughter; oh! think the
erring wreich this awful moment recals
was born to embitter the days that yet
remain to you, and adore, even in,thig
painful moment, the mercy .of the Al
mighty !—If 1 have notfinned beyond for-
givenefs, gracioufly extend yours to me,

avhile yer I am fenfible of the bl cfling.”

As the threw herfelf into my arms, every
feature feemed fhrunk, and moulded by
the fingers of dP«..‘P—-ALIS b what became

L2 of
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of me at this crifis! her paroxyfins
were fcarce more dreadful than thofe that
feized upon my foul—every emotion of
love, friendfthip, and kindred, appeared
tranquillity, when compared with the wild,
uncontrolable anguith of the robbed, the
ruined mother. Perpetually ready to
give vent to the tumultuous execrations
my heart pronounced againft the artful,
niidious traitor, who had alienated her af-
fections, and warped the rectitude of her
mind, an intuitive convition that fuch
a tranfport would vainly embitter the
lttle time remaining to her, obliged me to
confine to fighs and groans all the miferies
of the moment. 1 drew her fondly to my
bofom, and poured over her pale con-
vulfed cheeks a heart-broken mother’s
folemn abfolution.

One horror only could be added toa
fcene like this, nor was it wanting. The
centinels, weary of waiting and itartled
by our groans, now abruptly entered the
chamber.—Scared at the fight of my

daughter expiring in my arms, the fenﬁ}
L3}
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of their own danger foon over-ruled
every other; they urged, they conjured
me to leave my Mary, now apparently
lifelefs ; but they urged, they conjured
in vain.—On her I was foon to refign
to her Creator my whole foul was now
fixed.—The dear one faintly revived ; but,
{truck with inconceivable horror at fight
of the foldiers, fhe relapfed into con-
vulfions, griping me ftill elofer. Ah,
God, the «cold chill that followed !
when I found her hold relax at once—
the world vanithed from before my eyes
—they beheld only the fair form, which
fought a grave on the bofom where it
firlt found' a being.—Infpired with the
fiercenefs of a favage, 1 grafped; her yet
clofer, fhrieking tremendoufly, and with
a ftrength furely {fupernatural. . 'The con-
fufed and incenfed foldiers, having ufed
every perfuafion in- vain, made the molk
violent efforts to fever me from the lafi,
the deareft, the only object of my love.
Threats, intreaties, art, and force, how-
ever, were alike vain——nothing could
' or 3 ‘ G Ve

1
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win, could tear her fromme. They prefented
at length their bayonets to my bofom;
and beheld me with f{urprife dare the
blow.—Perhaps they had really pierced
it, but that fomec women, attendant on
my daughter, now rufhed into the room..
Fear for their own fafety obliged the
foldiers to forbear urging or enforcing
me further. They feized the intruders,
left any of them fhould efcape, and, hav-
ing bound them, fought fafety in flight.
A terrible calm fucceeded my intenfe
defperation——the blood which had tu-
multuoufly burnt along every vein now
returned in torrents, to choke up, and
drown my heart. The black fumes
mounted thence to my brain.—With a
orief-glazed eye, I contemplated the pale
and precious cheek from whofe rich color-
ing I of late drew life, till ignorant that I
either {uffered, or exifted.

Seldom
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Seldom enough mylelf to diftinguifh
the fhadowy forms that flitted round my
bed, and always too indifferent to utter
a fingle queftion, 1 opened not the cur-
tain, nor cared who was beyond it.—

+Vague and ftifled exclamations alone in-
formed me of the danger of that fatal
fire which raged within my veins:—
Danger did I{ay :—1I ought rather to have
called it relief. During the fhort inter-
vals of my delirium, I voluntarily funk
in filence under the gloom and debi-
lity it left. Suddenly I was feized with
fuch flutters, and galpings, as fecmed to
indicate an immediate termination of
every human inflition—My weary foul
hovered at the gate of 1ts prifon, and I
elt as if a fingle word would releafe it ;
but I had neither ability or inclination to
pronounce that word ; and though 1 per-
ceived that every curtain was undrawn to
give me air, I raifed not my quivering eye-
lids to diftinguith the two perfons who
. anxioufly held each hand, as watching for
Y/ the
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the laft beat of the faint and hurried
pulfe. .
While thus in the very ftruggle and
fluctuation incident to parting nature,
2 veice fuddenly reached my receding
{enfes—a voice {o mellow, calm, and
lioly, that life yer lingered on it. 1 dil-
tinguithed thefe words: * Oh, Almighty
God ! with whom do live the f{pirits of
the juft made perfe&, when they are de-
livered from their earthly prifons; we
humbly commend the foul of this thy,
fervant, our dear filter, into thy hands,
as into thofe of a faithful Creator, and
moft merciful Saviour!” A faint effort 1
made to releafe my hands, with the defign
of raifing them towards heaven, caufed
the prayer to ceafe. An emotion I could
not refilt made me lift my dim eyes
to behold, if not abfolutely an angel,
the human being that moft refembled
one. At a table near my bed knelt a
lergyman, whofc reverend locks tume
had entirely bleached, but it had taken
nothing from his fine eyes, which feemed
to
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to reflet the divinity he ferved—care
and experience had worn traces in every
perfett feature; and the pale purity of
.virtue, chaftened alike by forrow: and
refignation, had fucceeded to the wvivid
hues of youth, hope, and health. I ut-
tered a figh, and faint exclamation.—
A -fweet, yet fad, pleafure wandered
through my exhaufted frame, thus to be
aflured that I had reached the very point of
my being. Some women decently ar-
rayed in black having aflifted my infirm
and venerable comforter to rife, con-
dutted him to the fide of my bed, and
retired. With a gracioufnefs peculiar to
himfelf, he adjured me, fince the mercy
of the Almighty had unexpetedly re-
- flored my intelle&s, to profit by the
indulgence in preparing my foul to ap-
pear before him. An impulfe of grati-
tude induced me to raife my hand to take
his, that fympathetically trembled over me;
but even this trifling motion made me
fenfible that T had on many blifters, which
wrung my feeble fenfe even to fainting.

The
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The women, asis ufual in defperate cafes,
gave me fome vivifying cordials, and
again retired. The reverend ftranger
~once more addreffed me, praifing the Al-
mighty for the reftoration of my intel-
le€ts—they were indeed reftored, for oh!
the recolieétion of that difmal event which
had rendered their lofs a bleffing return-
ed upon my mind, and made me loathe
the fuccours I could owe only to the de-
tefted hand that had confummated my
woes ! ¢¢ GCh, you,” cried I, in a broken
voice, ¢ who thus {eek to comfort the mi-
ferable, inform me firlt to whom I owe
the benefic?” He paufed a moment—
his gracious eyes glanced upward, and,
having thus confulted with his Creator,
he anfwered me with firmnefs; ¢¢ that
he was called De Vere; the houfehold
Chaplain of the Ear! of Somerfer.”—
At that abhorred title I fhut my eyes as
though I could have fhut our retrofpec-
tion, and waved to him to leave me.—
¢¢ Rath, unfortunate woman,” returned he,
in a folemn and yet tender tone, ¢ religion

does

"
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does not permit me to obey you—would
you bear into a better world the pride,
the paffions, the prejudices, which have
certainly embictered, perhaps fhortened,
your days in this >—Dare you prefent to
the pure fource of good, your great, your
glorious Creator, a foul yet fullied with
voluntary frailties and human imperfec-
tion ?— Are you not on the point of ceafing
to fuffer, wherefore then fhould you not
ceafe to refent ? Religion enjoins you tor
forget the faults of others, and contem-
plate only your own.—Attend to truth,
and I will impart it to you—refolve to
be patient, and I will pour balm into the-
deep wounds of human calamity—con-
trol your paffions, and I will elevate
them, even under the fh‘ucwles of part-
ing nature, by hopes whlch fhall furely
be redlized, becaufe they centre in im-
mortality,”—The Author of univerfal be-
ing feemed to {peak to me through his
Minifter—the gathering tumult ftood fuf-
pended. ¢ You addrefs not an ingrate,”
returned I fesbly, <1 have walked in peace
through
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through life with my God, and fain would
I die fo: though furely to remember the
wretch, who precipitates me into eternity
by a grief too pungent for endurance, with
charity, or compolure, exceeds my ahi-
lity. H you have aught to reveal that
may allay this irritation, be truly gene-
rous in unfolding it—if otherwife, pre.
fent fuch images only to my mind as may
drive from it that of a villain, whofe
oifences you cannot extenuate; nor dou-
ble the agonies even you cannot relieve.”
¢ It 1s my only intention, madam,” re-
plied he.—<¢ Alas, I would not probe your
wounds even to heal them !—If it is ne-
ceflary to fuffer ere we can feel, believe
me, [ want not even that power of {ym-
pathizing with you; yet muft I recon-
cile my divine and human charalter, by
vindicating the innocent while 1 foothe the
unfortunate ; though even the wealth of
nations could not tempt me for one moment
to palliate guilt. Have you courage to
hearsa letter, given me by my Lord, in
hopes of the prefent opportunity ? . I

controlled
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<ontroiled myfelf, and figned to him to
read.
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¢ In what words, moft injured, moft
unfortunate of women, fhall the wretch
who has unconfcioufly deitroyed your
peace and his own, deprecate the wrath
his very idea muft occafion?—Alas,
overwhelmed with grief, horror, defpair,
every killing fenfation, (guilt alone ex-
cepted) his punifhment 1s as acute as
even malice could with it. ;

¢ To fill up the meafure of my afflic-
tions, I am informed that the blow which
has robbed my foul of its deareft hope,

ftruck at your life—that even in the
wildnefs of delirium your curfes purfue
me, and you are ready to fink into the
grave with unabated hatred.—If rerurn-
ing recollection thould ever enable you to
read, or hear, thefe genuine dictates of
a breaking heart, do it, madam, I con-

“¢ jure you, the late juftice of an acquirtal.

(14
11

¢

By the fpotlefs {pirit of the dear loft an-
gel my fatal love deprived you of, hear,
pity—if pof"tble, forgive me.—Can you

¢ far
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for a moment believe that I weuld have
touched a life, dear, precious, to me,
even as to yourfelf ?

¢ The abandoned woman, to whom hea-
ven, as a punithment for all my fins,
united me, difcovered by fome unknown
means thofe views | thought impenetra-
ble ; and, forefecing in their completion
her own difgrace and ruin, fhe took a
deadly means to {ave herfelf from both.
—Already but too familiar with peifon,
and with death, fhe found, among the
maids attending on my dear loft love,
onc bafe enough to aid her in rranflating
an angel too early to the fkies. To fay,
that 1 hate, deteft, and thun the execra-
ble monfter, is furely needle(s—I even
refign her to your juftice, nor do I with

to thelter myfelf from it, if you ftill

think me guilty.

¢ The lalt words of an expiring {amt

are not more ardent, morc fincere than
thofe I now utter .——Oh ! ftrive, thento
live, madam, nor let my '1g0mzed {oul

have the_.addmonal misfortune of fhort-

¢¢ ening
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2

¢ ening your days, and lingering under
¢ your curfe !”

Alas, of what importance are thefe
late convictions ? When a ball has gone
through the heart, we are incapable of
heeding the quarter it comes from.

I could not however refife credence to
this letter, and, accufing myfelf of having
hitherto perhaps wanted candour towards
the author, I acquitted myfelf to him,
by affording him my forgivenefs.

Nature, ever fhrinking from diffolu-
tion, is eafily recalled to a lingering fuf-
ferance ; but the exhaufted foul no more
can recover its powers. The aflivity
-which once {upported mine was gone for
EVEr ———m

The venerable divine I have mentioned
ftill watched over me, and by the holieft
confolations contended with the apathy
into which I was finking.—But svho
could heal a heart broken by fo many
forrows >—That it was -broken alone
could confole me. Deftined to turn m
dim eyes-around this vaft globe without

2 finding
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finding one obje&t on which they could
reft, De Vere led them towards heaven ;
he bade me remember that my treafure
was only removed, not taken wholly from
me ; and that every paffing day brought
me nearer to recovering it.

For the execrable woman who had,
to the ruin of her own foul, murdered
the only hope of mine, I ventured not to
imagine a punithment.—I dared not truft
myfelf with {o dangerous a with—No, 1
-configned her to the God fhe had offended,
and he has, even in this world, fearfully
-avenged me.

The pious De Vere thewed, by pre-
{erving and reftoring my jewels, the equi-
ty of his nature, and I made him fuch
acknowledgments as muft flatter his
heart, and eftablith his fortune. As foon
as°I thought myfelf equal to the journcy,
I refolved to retire to France, that I
might at leaft expire in peace, and be-
fought him to-accompany me.—Not able
without ingratitude immediately to quit
his patren, he comforted -me with «the

hopes
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hopes .of foon partaking my voluntary
exile.

How unwerthy the man who won the
innocent heart of my tranflated angel
ever was of it, 1 had foon another con-
vincing proof.  Becaufe I refifted the

_mlpulie_s of defpair—Dbecaufe 1 liftened
to the diCates of virtue and religion,

and deigned to live out the days ap-
pointed by the Almighty, his narrow
foul began to believe mine fufceptible of

. -human confolation, he dared to intrude

upon me in the name of the King, late

offers of acknowledgment, d.li’cmﬂlon,
. fortune—FHeavens ! how could either ima-
.gine that I would owe aught to thofe I

muft alike look down upon ?—The very
idea had well nigh difarranged my feeble

' faculties, and defiroyed the religious com-

polure of my grief. It however com-
vinced me that no oppofition would be
made to my quitting the prifon in which I

| left, alas, all worth enclofing. — I launch-
| ed therefore once more into the immenfe
| world, unknown-—unendeared, and wil-
| ling to be fo.

Wor. 111, A My
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My fever returned on my landing m
France with the moft mortal {ymptoms.
"—Ah!can I fail here to commemorate
the fecond angel Leaven fent to my af-
fiftance ? The arrival of the Ambaffa-
“dor in his way toward England, though
at firt an inconvenience, in {fo narrow
an afylum as an inn, eventually prolonged
my days. His dear and lovely daugh-
ter was informed of my ftate—fhe in-
dulged the fublime impulfe of humanity,
which led her towards the bed, where
lay a forlorn wretch who appeared ready
to draw her laft breath in filent affliction.
She fummoned her noble father’s phyfi-
cian, whofe {fkill relieved one i1t could’
not fave.—She even deigned to outftay:
the Ambaflador; and, by a glorious
principle known only to fuperior natures,
began to love the wretch fhe fuccoured-
A virtue fo exemplary almoft reconciled
me to the world I am fhortly to quit.—
Sweet Adelaide, when in this faint por-
“trait you furvey yourfelf, figh for thofe
decaying powers which cannot render it
more {riking.

2 That
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- That my decline has been prolonged

-till this narrative is concluded I do not
regret ; and by compliance I have evinc-
ed my fenfe of your friendfhip :—I have
now only to die.—Yet, alas, it is with
regret 1 prefent to your }'outhful eyes
fo melancholy a chart of my voyage

through life.—Suffer it not to damp your
hopes, but rather let it blunt your fenfe
of misfortune : for have I not faid al-

ready, that confummate mifery has a
moral ufe, in teaching the repiner at
little evils to be jufter to his God and
himfelf ? Glorious though infcrutable
are all his ways, and, fhort as my time
now is, he has fuffered me to fee his
. righteous retribution. Condemnation, in-
famy, and folitude, are henceforth the
portion of Somerfet and his execrable

Countefs.—A fimilar crime, long buried

in oblivion, has been proved upon them,

without my having once difturbed the fa-
cred athes of my Mary Ari aét {o atrocious
has broke the tye which bound De Vére
to the Earl, and I every day expeft him.
I ftruggle to retain my laft breath till

I can give it upin his prefence, affured

that
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that his fuperior foul will prepare my
frail one for a long hereafter, and decently |
difpofe of the meortal frame I foon muft
leave behind me.

Dear and lovely friend, you are now
in England.—Already perhaps your feet
have trod lightly over thofe fpotswhere |
my happinels withered.—Ah ! if fenfi-
bility fhould lead you more thoughtfully
to retrace them, check every painful emo-
«tion, by recollecting that 1 f(hall then
be paft the power of fuffering.—Yer
when your noble father re-conducts you
to the home you was born to embellifh,
grant a little to the weaknefs of mortality,
and linger once more on the fpot where
we met: the pious De Vere will there
attend your coming, Accept from
his hand the . catket I bequeathe, and
fuffer him to lead you to the namelefs
.grave where he fhall’ have interred my
athes : drop on it a few of thofe holy
tears with which virtue confecrates mif-
fortune ; then raife your eyes with thofe

of your venerable condu&or, and in a
-better world look for MATILDA.

FINIS,

~ Download is Available at GothicNovel . Org ~



POSTFACE NOTE
~*~

This exclusive work by Sophia Lee is distributed freely as a PDF document, and is provided
unconditionally by the GothicNovel.Org website. This material currently resides in the public domain,
and is available to the entire world without any restrictions (as Sophia Lee Bronte might have wished).
This document is completely free to download, own, and redistribute to others, translate into other
languages, or even post on your own website so that others might download this same PDF file. All that
we ask is that you leave this Preface Note for others intact and as~is, so that they may also be aware of
their right to own and redistribute the PDF file without condition.

For more exclusive PDF files in the gothic genre, all free to download, redistribute, and own, visit
the following website link: https://www.gothicnovel.org . This site contains freely available gothic
materials, including PDF files, audio narrations, image galleries, quality website links, non-fiction
materials and more. Over 100 free materials are free to download at GothicNovel.Org. The site also
contains the oldest and largest fully illustration online Gothic novel: Grotesque A Gothic Epic, by G.E.
Graven (available since 1998), which is also completely free to read, with free downloadable PDF files
for each chapter.

GothicNovel.Oryg is dedicated to spreading Classical Gothic Literary Works far and wide, without
condition (as most passing authors might have desired). No account or login required, no terms for ownership
expected, no 'cookie collecting’, no third-party security firewalls, no information to provide ~ the material is
simply free to download and redistribute as often as you would like. Additional free downloads, including plenty
of PDFs like this, can be acquired via the website below:

hs}/mmrblg |
Download More Gothic PDF Today!

https://www.gothicnhovel.org



https://www.gothicnovel.org/
https://www.gothicnovel.org/
https://www.gothicnovel.org/

