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<-Begin Poem->

Critique The Critic

by
G.E. Graven

Can poems be coined merely for play
in similar manner as in olden day
or must they be butchered; dissected away
by awful autopsy after poets' decay?

“What happened to us? We demand recourse!”
Should critical dissection be the only force
that drives us poets to lay our course
in some cryptic prescription even rivaling Morse?

“We must say, no!” There are no such things
as puppet-like poems fitting critics' strings.
“QASHAB!”

All rhymes are rich by autonomous means,
and all verse is perfect when its poet sings.

We sing of spirits and dancing fairies,
of wine and women and moment that varies
'tween whim and madness that surely carries
with it some weight of worthy tally.

How dare you declare our words were wasted,
proclaiming our pieces as merely pasted,
when effort was such that we poets tasted

meaningful measures; preserved and unwasted.

Humble us now, oh Critical One,
Have you noted all prose we poets have done?
Comparing ourselves, you should certainly shun
in light of the Poet, the Counter-Critical One.

How must we give birth, oh Demanding One,
that our free-form fancy be your dutiful son?
Is there such a rule that you are the one
to raise our children? Your precision done?



We implore you Critic; critique this piece
and wave your wand that it rest in peace.
“Abreq ad habra!” Cast it down as stain and crease ~
as a leaf of languishing language released.

When condemning this leaf, you do solemnly swear
by the blood of all poets ~ us everywhere,
that all verse is worthless; all is despair
no matter the meter or genius we share.

“HARK!”

Since this is the poem where we poets do speak:
“We are neither your slaves, nor humble, nor meek,
but are lords of these worlds you contemptibly seek.
And your bounds are but ours to break and critique!”

>-End Poem-<

<-Begin Analysis->



Overview

"Critique The Critic" is a spirited and defiant poem that challenges the authority and
approach of literary critics. The poet questions whether poetry should be treated as
something to be disassembled and overly analyzed ("butchered; dissected away") rather
than appreciated as a living, expressive art form. The poem asserts the autonomy of poetry
and poets, defending creative freedom against rigid critical frameworks.

Key Themes andldeas

1. Resistance to Over-Analysis:
The poem opens by questioning the modern tendency to dissect poetry critically,
comparing it to an "awful autopsy." It suggests that this method can strip poetry of its
vitality and spirit.

2. Autonomy of Art and the Poet:
The poet insists that poems have intrinsic value and perfection when sincerely crafted
("all verse is perfect when its poet sings"). This underscores the idea that poetry is an
autonomous entity, not something to be controlled or dictated by critics.

3. Celebration of Poetic Subjects:
The poem references traditional poetic themes—spirits, fairies, wine, women,
whimsy, and madness—highlighting poetry's connection to imagination, emotion, and
the human experience.

4, Criticism as a Threat:
The poet addresses the critic directly as a "Critical One" or "Demanding One,"



4. Criticism as a Threat:
The poet addresses the critic directly as a "Critical One" or "Demanding One,"
portraying criticism as potentially oppressive and limiting to creative expression. The
poem questions who grants critics the authority to "raise our children," i.e., to shape
or control poetic creation.

5. Poet vs. Critic Dynamic:
There is a clear tension between the poet, who values freedom and expression, and
the critic, who demands rules and precision. The poet calls for critics to accept poetry
on its own terms, rather than impose rigid standards.

6. Empowerment of the Poet:
Near the end, the poem boldly declares poets as "lords" of their creative worlds, not
subservient to critics. It calls for breaking boundaries and rejecting critical constraints.

In the poem "Critique The Critic," when G.E. Graven uses "We," he is referring collectively to
poets as a group. This "We" represents the community of poets who share a common
experience of creating freely and facing criticism. It emphasizes a collective voice standing
together to defend artistic freedom and assert their autonomy against the constraints and
judgments imposed by critics. The use of "We" builds a sense of solidarity and shared
identity among poets.

Tone and Style

The tone is defiant, passionate, and somewhat confrontational. The poem uses rhetorical
questions and direct address to engage critics and assert the poet’s perspective. It employs
rhyme and meter in a lively way, reinforcing the message that poetry itself is a living art
form.

Overall Interpretation

"Critique The Critic" is both a defense of poetic freedom and a critique of overly rigid
literary criticism. It champions the idea that poetry should be valued for its creative spirit
rather than dissected through harsh scrutiny. The poem elevates the role of the poet as a
creative sovereign who resists the confines critics try to impose.

If you want, | can also help explore specific lines or literary devices in more detail!

>-End Analysis-<





