
Your Guide to Self-Defense 
Practical Tips for Staying Safe 

An introductory guide to personal safety and awareness 

Welcome! 
This guide is designed to help you feel more confident and aware in your daily life. 
Self-defense isn't just about physical techniques—it's mostly about awareness, 
confidence, and smart choices. Let's explore how you can stay safer every day. 

Remember: Your safety is always the priority. These are guidelines and suggestions, 
not rules you must follow perfectly. Trust your instincts and do what feels right for 
you. 

  



The S.A.F.E. Framework 
This simple four-step approach covers everything you need to know about self-
protection. S.A.F.E. stands for: Situational Awareness, Assertive Presence, Flight 
First, and Effective Action. Let's break down each element: 

S = Situational Awareness 

Situational awareness is your first and most powerful defense. It means being 
present in the moment and truly noticing what's happening around you. Most people 
walk through life distracted by their phones or lost in thought—don't be one of them! 

Be aware of: 

• Your surroundings—where you are, who's around you, where the exits are 
• Your gut feelings—if something feels wrong, it probably is 
• Your body's signals—goosebumps, hair standing up, or feeling uncomfortable 

are your body's way of warning you 
• What you're carrying that could help you (keys, phone, bag, umbrella) 
• Potential support nearby (police stations, shops, crowds, well-lit areas) 

Pro tip: We've all had that feeling when someone behind us is staring. You can feel 
it, right? That's your awareness at work. Trust it! 

A = Assertive Presence 

Assertive presence is about how you carry yourself and the energy you project. Most 
attackers look for easy targets: people who appear weak, distracted, or easily 
controlled. Your body language and demeanor can make you a less appealing 
target. 

Project confidence: 

• Walk upright with your head up 
• Make brief eye contact with people (but don't stare) 
• Avoid defensive postures like hunched shoulders or arms wrapped around 

yourself 
• Keep your phone in your pocket—not glued to your face 

What attackers want: Attackers use fear as their primary tool. They want you 
panicked and unable to think clearly. When you stay calm and confident, you take 
away their power. 

Remember: Even if you're scared inside, you don't have to show it. Fake confidence 
until you feel it! 

F = Flight First 

The best self-defense technique? Not being there when trouble happens! Flight first 
means prioritizing escape and avoidance over confrontation. There's no shame in 
removing yourself from a dangerous situation—it's the smartest move you can make. 

Smart escape and avoidance strategies: 



• Don't take shortcuts through dark, isolated areas—even if it's quicker 
• Stay in well-lit, populated areas whenever possible 
• If someone makes you uncomfortable, cross the street or change direction 
• Trust your gut—if a situation feels wrong, leave 
• Don't answer the door to unexpected visitors—especially if you feel unsafe 

Sometimes avoiding a problem means swallowing your pride or changing your plans. 
That's okay! Better safe than sorry. 

E = Effective Action 

Effective action is your last resort—only use it when situational awareness, assertive 
presence, and flight have all failed. When you must act physically, do so decisively 
and with a clear goal: create an opportunity to escape. 

Key principles: 

• Your goal is to escape, not to fight to submission 
• Strike vulnerable areas: eyes, throat, groin, knees, shins 
• Use what you have: keys, bags, umbrellas, spray deodorant 
• Make noise—scream, shout "NO!" or "FIRE!" (people respond better to "fire" 

than "help") 
• Channel fear into action—use that adrenaline! 

Important: No man is invincible. Everyone has vulnerable spots. If you need to 
fight, fight hard and then run. 

  



Common Situations & How to Handle Them 

Being Followed 

How to check if you're being followed: 

1. Use store windows as mirrors to see who's behind you 
2. Go into a store and observe who follows you in 
3. Change direction suddenly and see if they change too 

What to do: 

• Never go straight home—you don't want them knowing where you live 
• Head to a police station, fire station, or busy public place 
• Call family, friends, or police for help 
• Stay in well-lit, populated areas—never take that dark shortcut 
• If you feel confident, turn around and walk past them while looking at them 

(shows you're aware and not easy prey) 

Build a mental description: height, build, hair color, clothing, any distinctive features. 
You'll need this if you report it. 

In Your Car 

Safety basics: 

• Lock doors as soon as you get in—before you start the engine 
• Keep windows up, especially in city traffic 
• Hide valuables—put bags in the trunk or under seats 
• Check the back seat before getting in 
• Park in well-lit areas near exits and entrances 
• At traffic lights, leave enough space to maneuver around the car ahead 

If you break down on the highway: 

• Pull over as far as safely possible 
• Call for help and mention you're a woman alone (you'll get priority) 
• Wait on the passenger side, away from traffic 
• If someone else stops and makes you nervous, get in your car, lock the doors, 

and wait for official help 

Parking Lots & Garages 

• Park near entrances and under lights 
• Have your keys ready before you reach your car 
• Look around and under your car as you approach 
• If something feels off, walk past and get help 
• Prefer single-level or ground floor parking over multi-story garages 

Remember: Your stuff can be replaced. You cannot. If someone demands your 
bag or phone, give it to them and get to safety. 

At Home 



• Keep doors and windows locked, even when you're home 
• Use door chains or peepholes before opening to strangers 
• Don't open the door if you feel unsafe—call for help instead 
• Install good lighting outside entrances 
• Consider an alarm system 
• Never broadcast on social media that you're home alone or away 

  



Your Everyday Items Are Tools 
You don't need special weapons or equipment to defend yourself. Look at what 
you're already carrying! 

Your Bag 

A heavy handbag or backpack can block strikes or be swung at an attacker's face. 
Keep it between you and danger. 

Keys 

Hold keys with one or two protruding between your fingers. Slash or jab at the face. 
Never put your address on your keychain! 

Umbrella 

Pointed umbrellas work great for blocking or jabbing. Folding umbrellas can still be 
used to strike. 

Spray Products 

Hairspray, deodorant, perfume—anything aerosol sprayed in the eyes causes 
stinging and temporary blindness. Aim for the face! 

Rolled Newspaper or Magazine 

Roll it tight and it becomes surprisingly strong. Can deflect strikes or be used to hit. 

Your Phone 

In a pinch, a phone can be used to strike someone. But its best use is calling for 
help! 

Your Shoes 

High heels make excellent weapons. Stomp on feet, kick shins, or use them to strike 
if you take them off. 

Best to have 

Special selfdefense gadgets, like a whistle, a tazer, a key chain alarm etc.. 

  



Protecting Children from Online Predators 
A Growing Danger 

The statistics are alarming: online predators are increasingly targeting children 
through social media, gaming platforms, and messaging apps. According to recent 
studies, 1 in 5 children receives unwanted sexual solicitation online, and many 
predators use sophisticated grooming techniques that can take weeks or months to 
unfold. 

Children and teens are particularly vulnerable because they crave connection, may 
not recognize manipulation, and often keep their online interactions secret from 
parents. As a parent or guardian, having open conversations about online safety is 
one of the most important things you can do. 

How to Start the Conversation 

Many parents struggle with how to talk about online predators without scaring their 
children or coming across as lecturing. Here's a framework for starting this crucial 
conversation: 

1. Make It a Dialogue, Not a Lecture 

Start with curiosity: "What games are you playing these days? Who do you chat 
with online?" Show genuine interest in their digital life rather than interrogating them. 

Share your own experiences: "I got a weird message from someone pretending to 
be from my bank. It made me think about how tricky people can be online..." This 
normalizes the conversation. 

2. Explain What Grooming Looks Like 

Help your child recognize the warning signs without making them paranoid. Explain 
that predators often: 

• Start by being very friendly and understanding 
• Show excessive interest in the child's problems or feelings 
• Give compliments and make the child feel special 
• Ask to keep conversations secret from parents 
• Gradually bring up sexual topics or ask for photos 
• Offer gifts, game currency, or money 
• Try to arrange in-person meetings 

Frame it this way: "If someone online seems too interested in you, wants to keep 
secrets from me, or makes you feel uncomfortable, that's a big red flag. Real friends 
don't ask you to hide things from your parents." 

3. Establish Clear Rules Together 

Create guidelines as a family discussion rather than imposing rules. This gives 
children some ownership: 

• No sharing personal information (full name, address, school, phone number) 
• No sending photos or videos to people they don't know in real life 
• No meeting online friends in person without parent involvement 



• Keep devices in common areas when possible, not bedrooms at night 
• Parents have the right to check devices periodically (with respect for privacy) 

4. Create a No-Punishment Zone 

This is crucial: "If someone online ever makes you uncomfortable or asks you to do 
something that feels wrong, please tell me right away. You will NOT be in trouble, 
even if you broke a rule. My job is to keep you safe, not to punish you for being 
targeted by someone bad." 

Many children don't report predators because they fear losing device privileges or 
getting in trouble. Make it crystal clear that their safety matters more than any rule 
they might have broken. 

5. Practice Scenarios Together 

Use "what if" questions to help them think through situations: 

• "What would you do if someone online asked for a picture of you?" 
• "What if someone offered you money or game currency?" 
• "What if they said 'Don't tell your parents about our friendship'?" 

Practice the responses together: block, report, screenshot, tell a parent. 

Red Flags for Parents to Watch For 

Your child might be interacting with a predator if they: 

• Become secretive about their device use 
• Quickly switch screens when you approach 
• Use devices late at night or in private 
• Receive gifts or money from unknown sources 
• Show behavioral changes (withdrawn, anxious, secretive) 
• Have new online friends they're reluctant to discuss 
• Use sexual language they wouldn't normally use 

If You Suspect Something 

4. Stay calm. Don't panic or blame your child. 
5. Document everything. Screenshot conversations, save messages, note 

usernames and platforms. 
6. Don't delete anything. Evidence is crucial for law enforcement. 
7. Report to the platform. Block and report the account on the app or website. 
8. Contact law enforcement. Report to local police and the National Center for 

Missing & Exploited Children (CyberTipline). 
9. Get support. Consider counseling for your child if needed. 

Remember: Children who are targeted by predators are victims, not willing 
participants. They need support, not shame. 

  



The Gift of Fear: Trust Your Intuition 
Your intuition is one of the most powerful survival tools you have, yet many people 
ignore it because they don't want to seem rude, paranoid, or judgmental. 

What Is Intuition? 

Intuition is your brain processing thousands of subtle signals faster than your 
conscious mind can articulate. When something feels "off," your subconscious has 
noticed details you're not consciously aware of—body language, tone of voice, 
inconsistencies in behavior, environmental cues. 

That uncomfortable feeling? That's not paranoia. That's wisdom. 

Common Ways We Ignore Our Gut 

• "I don't want to be rude." Your safety is more important than someone's 
feelings. 

• "I'm probably just being paranoid." Better safe than sorry—every single 
time. 

• They seem nice." Predators often seem nice—that's how they work. 
• "Nothing bad has ever happened here before." Until it does. Trust the 

present moment. 
• "I don't want to make a scene." Making a scene could save your life. 

Society, especially for women, teaches us to be polite and accommodating. Unlearn 
this when your safety is at stake. 

Signs Your Intuition Is Speaking 

• Goosebumps or chills 
• Hair standing up on your arms or neck 
• Sudden nervousness or unease 
• A knot in your stomach 
• Feeling watched or followed 
• A persistent thought that something isn't right 
• The urge to leave a situation 

Action step: When you feel any of these signals, don't rationalize them away. Act on 
them. Leave the situation, call for help, change your route, lock your door. 

Your intuition is rarely wrong. The mistake is when we ignore it. 

  



Important Truths About Attacks 

Most Attackers Are Known to Their Victims 

Statistics show that the majority of sexual assaults and physical abuse come from 
people the victim knows: partners, ex-partners, family members, friends, or 
colleagues. This makes it harder emotionally, but it's crucial to know. 

If someone you know is making you uncomfortable, trust that feeling. 
Boundaries with people you know are just as important as boundaries with 
strangers. 

Domestic Violence Is Common 

Domestic violence accounts for 25% of all reported violent crime. It often starts 
small—an occasional slap or harsh words—and gets progressively worse. 

If you're in an abusive relationship: You always have choices. Leave if you can. 
Move to a women's shelter if you have nowhere else. Report it to the police. Get help 
from your doctor, counselor, or trusted friends. You don't have to live like this. 

The abuse is never your fault. The remorse and promises that "it won't happen 
again" are part of the cycle. It will happen again unless you get out. 

It's Okay to Hurt Someone Who's Attacking You 

Many people, especially women, struggle with the idea of hurting another person. If 
you're being attacked, that hesitation could cost you. Remember: 

• Your attacker isn't worried about hurting you 
• You're not trying to win a fight—you're trying to survive and escape 
• Think about protecting someone you love (your child, mother, grandmother)—

you'd have no hesitation then 

Channel that protective instinct toward yourself. You deserve that same 
protection. 

  



De-Escalation: Your Verbal Defense 
Sometimes the most powerful self-defense tool is your voice. De-escalation 
techniques can defuse many situations before they become physical. 

The Power of Your Voice 

Use a firm, clear voice: Not aggressive, but assertive. Practice saying "NO," 
"STOP," "BACK OFF," "LEAVE ME ALONE" with conviction. 

Keep it short: Long explanations invite negotiation. "No" is a complete sentence. 

Avoid weak phrases: Never say "Please don't hurt me"—the word "please" sounds 
like you're asking permission. They'll hear cooperation, not resistance. 

For attracting help: Yell "FIRE!" instead of "HELP!" People are more likely to 
respond to fire than to someone else's problem. 

Body Language Matters 

• Stand with feet shoulder-width apart (stable, balanced stance) 
• Keep hands visible and at chest level (non-threatening but ready to defend) 
• Maintain eye contact without staring 
• Face the person at a slight angle (presents smaller target, easier to move) 
• Keep appropriate distance (arm's length plus one step) 

When Someone Won't Take No 

If someone persists after you've said no: 

10. Repeat your boundary louder and more firmly 
11. Create distance—step back or move away 
12. Make it public—say loudly "I SAID NO" or "STOP FOLLOWING ME" 
13. Seek help or witnesses—move toward people 
14. If they continue, prepare for physical defense 

Remember: You don't owe anyone an explanation. "No" is enough. 

  



Building Your Confidence 

Mental Practice 

You don't need to be in a martial arts class to prepare yourself. Try these mental 
exercises: 

• As you walk, mentally note exits, people around you, potential help 
• Imagine scenarios and your responses: What would I do if someone grabbed 

me here? Where would I go? 
• Practice your confident walk at home—head up, shoulders back, purposeful 

stride 
• Rehearse saying NO firmly and loudly (it feels awkward at first, but practice 

helps!) 

The more you mentally rehearse, the more automatic your responses become. Like 
driving a car—you don't think about every action, you just do it. 

Physical Practice 

If you want to practice physical techniques, find a trusted friend or family member to 
practice with. Make sure they take it seriously and understand you're learning to 
protect yourself, not challenging them! 

Key principle: Always practice movements on both sides. You can't predict which 
side an attack will come from, so you need to be comfortable responding from either 
side. 

Consider taking a self-defense class if one is available in your area. Look for 
instructors who teach practical, realistic scenarios—not just fancy martial arts moves. 

Know Your Rights 
• You have the right to feel safe 
• You have the right to say NO—to anyone, for any reason 
• You have the right to change your mind, even if you initially said yes 
• You have the right to set boundaries and expect them to be respected 
• You have the right to protect yourself when threatened 
• You have the right to report crimes to the police 

Never let anyone make you feel guilty for protecting yourself or setting 
boundaries. Your safety matters. 

  



Final Thoughts 
Self-defense isn't about living in fear or seeing danger everywhere. It's about being 
prepared, aware, and confident. Most days, nothing bad will happen. But on the day 
something does, you'll be ready. 

The techniques and strategies in this guide work best when they become second 
nature. Keep reviewing, keep practicing, and keep trusting your instincts. 

Remember the S.A.F.E. framework: 

• Situational Awareness — Stay alert and present 
• Assertive Presence — Project confidence 
• Flight First — Escape and avoid danger 
• Effective Action — Fight decisively if you must, then escape 

You are stronger and more capable than you think. Stay safe out 
there! 

✦  ✦ ✦  

Share this guide freely to help others stay safe 


