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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, 14 MARCH 

 
There is not much to report due to the Christmas/New Year break. However, the History Queensland 

management committee has hit the ground running, preparing for the joint HQ State Conference/AFFHO 

Congress to be held in Brisbane from the 21st to 23rd March, as well as for the AGM which is to be held 

in May which will incorporate a 30th birthday celebration for HQ. 

The conference committee continued to meet over the Christmas/New Year break and the conference 

looks like it will be one that you should not miss. 

At latest report, there are 384 delegates from all Australian jurisdictions except the Northern Territory, 

New Zealand, the Netherlands, United Kingdom and Ireland. There are 256 attendees registered for the 

conference dinner. All masterclasses, by Nick Barratt, Hamish Maxwell-Stewart, Judy Russell and Helen 

Smith, are sold out with some sessions being oversubscribed. 

There will be 37 trade tables set up in the foyer of the venue. Raffle tickets are available online and there 

will be tickets also sold each day at the conference. A printed booklet which will include the program and 

other vital information has been finalised and the committee has decided on conference bags and 

lanyards. 

On behalf of HQ, I am providing table centrepieces for the conference dinner. Hopefully, my crafting 

skills will be acceptable. I am designing a centrepiece to reflect the theme of the conference – a DNA 

helix (representing connections and the future of research) in the centre, with miniature suitcases 

(reflecting immigration), wattle (for Australia) and white fern (for NZ). 

History Queensland will have two trade tables on which to display member societies’ information and 

handouts, and there will be volunteers to answer any questions. 

There is still time to register for the conference itself, although tickets to the welcome event, conference 

dinner and supplied lunches are no longer available.  If you don’t want to register for the conference, 

you can still attend Brisbane Technology Park on conference days and browse the trade tables. 

I look forward over the weekend to meeting many of the people who keep our member societies 

humming. 

 

Kay Ryan  
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HQ’s 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND 
30th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION, SUNDAY 25 MAY 2025 

 
Save the date! 

Venue:  Queen Alexandra Home, 347 Old Cleveland Road, Coorparoo. 

Lunch:  History Queensland is subsidising a celebratory lunch following the AGM commemorating HQ’s 

30th birthday. 

Guest speaker:  Our guest speaker will be Thom Blake, a local historian and heritage consultant whose 

work has resulted in him travelling extensively around Queensland. Examples of his work include 

historical research, heritage surveys, conservation management plans, heritage impact reports, 

assessments of significance of heritage places, heritage interpretation, curating museum exhibitions, 

and archaeological projects. His topic will be 40 years of historical research – some unexpected 

discoveries, and will include an account of some of the discoveries revealed when transport tunnels 

were being drilled under Brisbane in connection with the city’s Cross River Rail project. 

Details of arrangements and the venue will be sent nearer the date. 

 

 

Image source: Google Street view 

 

HISTORY QUEENSLAND INC — 2024-2025 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

President – Kay Ryan president@historyqueensland.org.au AFFHO Qld Representative 
(Toowoomba & Darling Downs FHS Inc) 
Secretary – Valerie Thornton secretary@historyqueensland.org.au (Caloundra Family History 
Research Inc) 
Treasurer – Fay Carbis treasurer@historyqueensland.org.au AFFHO HQ Representative (Gold Coast 
Family History Society Inc) 
Insurance Liaison Officer – Helen Turner insurance@historyqueensland.org.au (Oral History 
Queensland Inc, phone 0412 708 401) 
Facebook Admin – Ann Metcher secretary@historyqueensland.org.au (Gold Coast Family History 
Society Inc) 
Newsletter Volunteer – Clive Porritt newsletter@historyqueensland.org.au (Nundah & Districts 
Historical Society Inc, Sandgate & District Historical Society & Museum) 
Committee members – 

Claire Rodwell (Genealogical Society of Queensland) 
Kerry Beeton (Bribie Family History Association Inc) 
Janeth Deen (Queensland Muslim Historical Society and Mount Gravatt Historical 
Society) 
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2025-26 INSURANCE PROPOSALS ARE DUE 

 
If you have received your organisation’s insurance proposal and have not yet returned it to 

Christine Reith, would you please do so immediately? Christine will use the information contained in the 

proposal to calculate the 2025-26 insurance premium. 

 

If you have not received an insurance proposal please contact our insurance liaison officer, 

Helen Turner, on 0412 708 401 or by email, insurance@historyqueensland.org.au . 

 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA HOME, 347 OLD CLEVELAND ROAD, COORPAROO 

 
Hatherton, a two-storey brick residence, was built in 1885-86 near the intersection of Old Cleveland and 

Cavendish Roads, Coorparoo. The building is believed to have been designed by the architectural firm 

John Hall and Son. (The firm was formed in 1883 when architect John Richard Hall took his son Francis 

Richard Hall into partnership. but John Hall died later that year.) 

Hatherton was built for Reuben Nicklin*, manager 

of the Brisbane Office of Butler Brothers, saddlers 

and ironmongers. At 9:14pm on 28 February 1890 

the vessel RMS Quetta which was en route for 

England struck a reef and foundered off Mount 

Adolphus Island, Torres Strait. Nicklin and his wife, 

Jane Lahey, were among the many who drowned 

in the tragedy. Their daughter Alice was one of 

only two European women to survive the 

shipwreck. 

(* The newspaper extract is from an article headed 

‘More about the passengers’ published in The 

Brisbane Courier, Tuesday 4 March 1890 p5. 

Reuben Nicklin’s son, newspaper proprietor 

George Francis Nicklin, was father of Frank 

Nicklin, 1895 - 1978, Premier of Queensland, 

1957-68.) 

 

 

 

After Nicklin’s death Hatherton was occupied by various people including members of the Nicklin and 

Lahey families as well as the Hon Arthur John Carter (1847-1917, MLC 1901-17). In 1911 the building 

was acquired by the Methodist Church. The church had established its first children's home, named the 

Queen Alexandra Home for Children, the previous year at Robgill in Indooroopilly. The home was 

managed and controlled by the Queen Alexandra Ladies' Committee. By 1911 the Home at Indooroopilly 

required additional room and in December that year the staff and children were transferred to Hatherton. 

The property was officially opened as the Queen Alexandra Home for Children in March 1912. The 

Nicklin family maintained their involvement with the place, as W L Nicklin, son of Reuben Nicklin, was 

one of the trustees of the property for the Methodist Church. 

mailto:insurance@historyqueensland.org.au
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Queen Alexandra Home, 1911. 
Image source: State Library Of Qld, negative no 187120. 

By 1918 the Home was filled to capacity and in the following year tenders were called by Welsh-born 

architect Hubert George Octavius Thomas for brick additions to the Home. The foundation stone for the 

additions was laid in October 1919 and the contractor was a Mr Hobbs. (Hubert Thomas migrated to 

Brisbane in 1883. He practised in his own right from about 1885. He lived and practised at Sandgate 

from 1898 but moved his office back to Brisbane in 1903. He founded the St David's Society in Brisbane, 

extant by 1918, and was its President at the time of his sudden death on 2 March 1922.)  

The new wing was named Kingsbury in memory of Mrs 

J J Kingsbury, first president of the Home. Subsequent 

additions during the 1920s increased the capacity of 

the Home from 50 to 100 children. During the mid-

1940s, day pupils from Somerville House were taught 

at the Home. 

 

 
 

In 1958 the Methodist Church changed its policy on child care from institutional homes to group family 

homes, and the last children were transferred from the Home in 1960. The building was purchased by 

the Queensland Government and used by the Education Department for domestic science education. 

During this period, the building was known as Alexandra House. 

 

In 1963 an annexe was constructed at the rear of the House, and from 1967 further facilities were added 

to the site. In 1977 the building became the College of Catering and Hospitality Services, Coorparoo, 

being renamed the College of Tourism and Hospitality (COTAH), in 1984. 

 

Queen Alexandra Home was extensively refurbished for use as a community centre in 1986-87, and 

most of the additions and partitions in the Kingsbury wing were removed at this time. 

 

Text compiled from https://apps.des.qld.gov.au/heritage-register/detail/?id=600185 and Queensland 

Architects of the 19th Century, A Biographical Dictionary, Donald Watson and Judith McKay 

(Queensland Museum, 1994). Image of plaque from 

https://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/community/display/91224-mrs-j.-j.-kingsbury . 

  

https://apps.des.qld.gov.au/heritage-register/detail/?id=600185
https://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/community/display/91224-mrs-j.-j.-kingsbury
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DIGGERS OF DOUGLAS 

 

 
 
 

Douglas Shire Historical Society Inc was one of the recipients of a History Queensland Small 

Grant which they have used on their project to develop their Diggers of Douglas website. 

The details on the website include  

▪ diggers listed by campaign from Gallipoli to Papua New Guinea 

▪ diggers listed by surname 

▪ stories, photos and links 

 

This really is a wonderful addition to the history of the area and we congratulate Douglas 

Shire Historical Society on their fantastic work.  

Check the website: www.douglasdiggersww1.org.au or www.douglashistory.org.au . 

 

POSTS FOR THE HISTORY QUEENSLAND FACEBOOK PAGE 

 
Does your organisation send information to HQ to be posted/shared on the HQ Facebook page? 
 
The committee has established some guidelines for sending articles to be posted on Facebook. 
 

The best way for HQ to post your news/event is to send us an email that includes a link to your website 

or your Facebook page with the details. You can also email us your news/event details outlining what 

you want posted, along with an image or two. Ensure any contact details are included if required. If you 

prefer, send your information in a Word document. 

 

While many of our members produce superb and colourful flyers for their events, Facebook does not 

treat them like regular texts with images and so they are often not seen and overlooked by followers. 

 

By all means send your flyer as part of your email so we can view it. However, please place the text 

required to be posted in the body of your email unless you send a link to your website or Facebook 

page. 

 

Following the above guidelines will ensure you get the best results from posting your news or notice of 

an event on the History Queensland Facebook page. Also, please send your information in plenty of 

time to ensure you have the best shot of being promoted on our Facebook page. 

 

Anne Metcher, HQ Facebook Administrator 

http://www.douglasdiggersww1.org.au/
http://www.douglashistory.org.au/
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SMALL MUSEUMS CATALOGUING MANUAL — MORE THAN JUST CATALOGUING! 

 

The 5th edition of this Manual, published in 
2021 by the Australian Museums and 
Galleries Association Victoria (AmaGa), 
includes chapters headed – Why catalogue 
collections?; Before you begin; Registration; 
Cataloguing; Digitisation; and Born-digital 
collections. The appendices include a 
description of the contents of fields in a 
sample cataloguing record, and a blank 
template cataloguing record ready for use. 
 
Of particular interest to many of our societies 
will be the Digitisation chapter. It includes a 
table of recommended dpi resolutions for 
objects/artwork and different types of 
document (text, map, photograph, or 
newspaper). It identifies three levels of 
copyright consideration, with descriptions of 
works likely to trigger one or other of the three 
levels. The outlines of recommended 
equipment, lighting, camera settings and 
advice if an image is too dark, too light, 
blurred, or too red or white may be essential 
reading for those intending to photograph 
items in their collections. 

 
 

The Manual – all 115 pages of it – is available on the internet: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/655c1e6ff826bb7b2b471e75/t/65b24e87c3b6960fefceb301/
1706184347101/SMCM.pdf . 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM — $10,000 MARITIME HISTORY PRIZES 

 
Writers, publishers and readers of maritime history are invited to nominate works for the 2025 
Frank Broeze Memorial Maritime History Book Prize, worth $8,000, and the 2025 Australian Community 
Maritime History Prize, worth $2,000. Works published in 2023 or 2024 are eligible. Nominations close 
31 March. 
 
For details, criteria and entry forms, see 
www.sea.museum/about/grants-and-awards/maritime-history-prizes  
or email publications@sea.museum  
 
Th awards are co-sponsored by the Australian National Maritime Museum and the Australian 
Association for Maritime History. 
 

 
  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/655c1e6ff826bb7b2b471e75/t/65b24e87c3b6960fefceb301/1706184347101/SMCM.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/655c1e6ff826bb7b2b471e75/t/65b24e87c3b6960fefceb301/1706184347101/SMCM.pdf
http://www.sea.museum/about/grants-and-awards/maritime-history-prizes
mailto:publications@sea.museum
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100 YEARS OF GREATER BRISBANE 

 

 
 
Following the passing of the City of Brisbane Act 1924, and a transitional period the following year, 

Greater Brisbane came into effect on 1 October 1925. 

 

To commemorate Greater Brisbane's first 100 years, an organising committee of history group 

representatives was formed to develop a program of events. The committee comprises Judy Magub, 

Gem Cowlishaw, Jeff Brunne, Stephen Sheaffe, Ruth Kerr, Theresa Rich Hoyle, Caylie Jeffery, and 

Marion Mackenzie.  Some communication channels have been established: 

Website: https://www.greaterbrisbanecentenary.com.au/ 

Email: 100yearsofgreaterbrisbane@gmail.com 

 

A program of activities is being developed, including: 

 

• A Greater Brisbane Centenary History Conference at City Hall on 11 October 

• An Open Day to engage the community in their local history on 1 October also at City Hall 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greaterbrisbanecentenary.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc843642b1d804f936d8d08dd3f5b9794%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638736385617183601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O5vq07AkN7Um8ft9X3gsxqljtsgTsqSpFCIYQcY%2BF28%3D&reserved=0
mailto:100yearsofgreaterbrisbane@gmail.com
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• A Mock Council Meeting for members of the Lord Mayor's youth advisory council on 7 May at 

the Council Chamber at Brisbane City Hall 

• Displays and talks at Brisbane City Council libraries during the year 

• A possible project for school children 

• Further events run by local history groups, which can be added to the program and promoted 

on the Greater Brisbane Centenary website. 

 

The Lord Mayor and Councillor Vicki Howard are supporting the Greater Brisbane Centenary which 

means that, in addition to the use of City Hall facilities, council entities such as Brisbane Greeters, 

Museum of Brisbane and the City Archivist are involved in the preparation of events. 

What is the opportunity for local history groups? 

Local history groups can: 

 

• Nominate possible speakers at BCC libraries 

• Notify us of any Centenary related activities you are holding this year, which we can promote 

• Be involved in planning and organising the Open Day on 1 October 

• Be present as volunteers at the Open Day to represent and raise awareness of your group, sell 

books and memberships to community visitors, and enjoy the company of other history group 

representatives 

• Provide ideas about how to improve and/or add to the program. 

 

We feel the ongoing organisation and communication of the Greater Brisbane Centenary program will 

be more effective if there are specific contact people nominated from each group that is interested in 

participating. 

 

By return email, please let us know your best contact person for this exciting program of work. We 

would appreciate your advice by 11 February if possible. In the meantime, please let us know if you 

have any questions. 

 

Regards, Jeff Brunne, on behalf of Greater Brisbane Centenary Organising Committee 

 

 

BEACHMERE – ALBERT (WALLY) and MYRTLE LEHMAN’S KIOSK IN THE 1930’s 

 

 
 

From https://ourstory.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/nodes/view/30784 .  

https://ourstory.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/nodes/view/30784
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RECIPES FROM REDCLIFFE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC 

 
 

 
 
These recipes are copied from Redcliffe Historical Society, Inc’s newsletter, Humpybong and after, 

Vol 39, issue 4, December 2024. 
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JOAN REESE SHORT SDTORY COMPETITION 

 

 
 

The Joan Reese Short Story Competition 2025 is a project of the Genealogical Society of 

Queensland, and the above item is copied from GSQ’s Quarterly Journal, Vol 48, no 2. 
 
 

ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND’S APRIL EVENT 
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THE WINDSOR MEMORIAL PARK, THEN AND NOW 
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The above two pages are extracted from a longer article contained in the Windsor and Districts 

Historical Society Inc’s Journal, Vol 37, no 1, February 2025.  
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FLOODS AT DAYBORO, 1931, 2011 AND 2022 

 

 

 
 
Williams Street, 5 February 
1931, taken before the flood 
peaked; at its peak the fences 
would have been under 
water. 

 

 

 
 
James Kinkead Berry Bridge 
over Terrors Creek – 
11 January 2011 looking up 
Williams Street.  This photo 
was taken at about the time 
the flood peaked. 

 

 

 
 
James Kinkead Berry Bridge 
over Terrors Creek, 
26 February 2022. 

 
From the February 2025 Newsletter of the Dayboro District Historical Society Inc.  
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FAMILY HISTORY ACT – 2025 E M FLETCHER WRITING COMPETITION 
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MURAL PROJECT FOR KILCOY’S HALL OF HISTORY 

 

 

In 2023 Kilcoy District Historical Society Inc obtained a grant to purchase a Mural for the exterior western 

wall of their Hall of History. They were successful in obtaining, editing and reproducing photos of the 

Kilcoy Railway, large enough for the side of the building, which is located on the site where once stood 

the Kilcoy Railway Station. 

The main image used was the ‘Recruiting train’ approaching Kilcoy Railway Station in 1915. The 

Queensland Recruiting Committee organised these trains to visit various stations to recruit soldiers for 

the war.  The other two images to the left of the main image are Kilcoy Railway Station delivery of cream 

cans c1920s, and loading timber at the station with Burt’s Transport Gantry Crane c1930s. 

 

 

Adapted from the Society’s September-November 2024 newsletter. 
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HISTORY QUEENSLAND INC. – SERVING QUEENSLAND SINCE 1995 
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QUEENSLAND STATE ARCHIVES – SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS AND ORPHANAGES 

 
We hold many of the 19th and early to mid-20th century records on Queensland government: 

• schools—including state schools (primary and high schools) and state rural schools, as well as 

some departmental records about administration of grammar, mission and church or non-vested 

(private) schools. 

• hospitals—including limited information about hospital patients, as many of these records are 

not permanent or haven’t survived. We do not hold any records from private hospitals 

• asylums 

• medical staff 

• orphanages 

• children’s homes. 

Please note: All school admission registers are subject to a 15-year restricted access period and many 

hospital records are restricted for 100 years. 

Source: https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection/schools  
 

USING THE WIKI SEARCH IN FAMILY SEARCH 

 

 

https://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/pages/restricted-access
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection/schools
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The above article is copied from Caloundra Clipper, the Quarterly Journal of Caloundra Family History 

Research Inc, December 2024, no 1.   
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NEWS AND ITEMS FROM HERE AND THERE, INCLUDING 
FROM MEMBER ORGANISATIONS’ NEWSLETTERS AND WEBSITES 

 
Peachester History Committee Inc. 

News and coming events 

 

Photos from Australia Day at the Heritage Centre 

 
 

Kilcoy District Historical Society Inc. 

Display in October 2024 at Brisbane Valley Expo, hosted by Brisbane Valley Heritage Trails Inc. 
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Sandgate & District Historical Society & Museum 

Museum update; extracts from the Society’s December 2024 Newsletter. 

 

 
 

Queensland Government – Illawarra and O'Keeffe's buildings - Heritage and 

music digital trail 

 

Illawarra (Petrie Mansions) and O’Keeffe’s buildings, Petrie Terrace c1965. By this time both buildings 

were in poor condition, after years of neglect. By the end of 1977 the buildings were converted into the 

Petrie Mansions and Terrace restaurants. The buildings have since returned to their original use —

terrace housing. 

Adapted from https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/experience/music-trail/illawarra-okeeffes  

https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/experience/music-trail/illawarra-okeeffes
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Caloundra Family History Research Inc 

Items for sale. 

 

 

Scouts Queensland Heritage Centre 

The Centre tells the colourful and exciting 

history of scouting in Queensland. 

 

Location: Baden-Powell Park, 68 Cash Ave, 

Samford 

 

Tel: 07 3261 1455 

 

Open: Saturday *Feb-Nov), 1.30-4pm. 
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New Farm and Districts Historical Society Inc 

 

Excerpt from the Society’s Newsletter, Vol XXXI, No 2, March 2025. 

Oral History Queensland 

Oral History Basic Workshop, Saturday 29 March 2025. 
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Redcliffe Numismatic Society Inc. 

 

 

Extract from the Society’s Newsletter, Issue 266, March 2025. 

 

Beachmere Digging Deeper book launch 

Beachmere Digging Deeper (editor Chris Sutton, author Karen Wallwork), the third book in the Collective 

Memories on Beachmere series, was officially launched on 7 February 2025 by Councillor Mark Booth 

at the Beachmere Community Hall.  The author was presented with a plaque honouring her historical 

research and storytelling efforts.  Like all books of local history, Beachmere Digging Deeper is intended 

to keep its area’s local history alive for future generations.  (The book is available through MC Sutton 

Publications – Supporting new & emerging writers.) 

 

  

https://www.mcsutton.chris-sutton.com.au/
https://www.mcsutton.chris-sutton.com.au/
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Genealogical Society of Queensland Inc 

 

Extract from blog Arrivals in Moreton Bay 1849-1850: a population boost with a difference. 

 

*         *         *         *         *         *         * 


