Beshear Redirects Capitol Project Funds to Keep Lee Specialty Clinic Open
FRANKFORT, Ky. — Governor Andy Beshear announced this week that his administration is redirecting approximately $4.5 million from a planned Kentucky Capitol Annex renovation project to temporarily fund the Lee Specialty Clinic in Louisville through the current fiscal year.
The Lee Specialty Clinic, which serves more than 1,300 Kentuckians with intellectual and developmental disabilities, faced major service reductions after funding cuts threatened its operations. In response, Beshear said the administration identified money that had been allocated for Capitol Annex renovations that cannot begin until at least 2029 because of ongoing construction timelines.
"This is a Band-Aid solution," Beshear said, emphasizing that the funding shift is temporary and that only the Kentucky General Assembly can provide a permanent funding solution.
The decision came one day after families, caregivers, and advocates gathered in Frankfort urging state leaders to prevent the clinic from closing. According to the governor, the redirected funds will allow the clinic to continue operating while lawmakers consider a long-term fix during the next legislative session.
The funding move has also intensified an ongoing political dispute between the governor and Republican legislative leaders. Beshear argues that the legislature's enacted budget left critical health services underfunded. Republican leaders, including House Speaker David Osborne, contend that sufficient funding was provided in the state budget and accuse the administration of creating an unnecessary crisis before announcing the funding transfer.
Regardless of the political disagreement, the governor's action ensures the Lee Specialty Clinic will remain open for the coming fiscal year. However, both supporters and critics acknowledge that additional legislative action will be needed to secure the clinic's future beyond this temporary funding measure.

