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Allison Ball has made one 

thing clear since taking 

office: taxpayers deserve 

to know where every dollar 

goes. Through a series of 

audits and special 

examinations, Ball's office 

has uncovered hundreds of 

millions—and now more 

than $1 billion—in waste, 

financial reporting errors, 

and questionable 

government practices that 

demand accountability. 

Among the most 

significant findings was a 

special examination of 

Kentucky's Medicaid 

program, which identified 

approximately $800 

million in unnecessary 

payments caused by 

duplicate Medicaid 

coverage across state lines. 

According to the audit, the 

Department for Medicaid 

Services failed to 

investigate federal alerts 

that identified recipients 

receiving coverage in 

multiple states, resulting in 

years of avoidable 

payments. Ball called the 

findings a clear example of 

taxpayer dollars being 

wasted through 

bureaucratic negligence 

rather than benefiting 

Kentuckians who rely on 

Medicaid services. 

Her office's annual 

Statewide Single Audit 

also uncovered more than 

$1 billion in financial 

reporting errors across 

state government. The 

report found that Kentucky 

had underreported more 

than $170 million in 

Medicaid expenditures, 

potentially putting federal 

funding at risk. It also 

revealed that 

approximately $33 million 

in taxes had been 

overcharged to thousands 

of Kentucky taxpayers 

because of problems 

within the Department of 

Revenue's tax system. 

Beyond the financial 

mistakes, the audits 

identified weaknesses in 

cybersecurity and 

oversight. Auditors found 

that Kentucky's tax system 

remained vulnerable after 

security testing showed 

hackers could penetrate it  
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within minutes. The 

reports also cited failures 

to protect sensitive 

personal information and 

identified weaknesses in 

the Transportation 

Cabinet's internal controls 

that contributed to driver's 

license fraud 

investigations. 

Ball has argued that 

uncovering waste is not 

about politics but about 

protecting taxpayers and 

ensuring government 

agencies follow the law. 

She has repeatedly 

emphasized that her 

office's mission is to 

identify waste, fraud, and 

abuse before they become 

even more costly to 

Kentucky families. In 

testimony before Congress, 

Ball stated that her office 

has uncovered more than 

$1 billion in waste, fraud, 



and abuse within 

Kentucky's executive 

branch and advocated for 

stronger oversight, better 

data analysis, and the 

expanded use of 

technology to detect 

improper spending. 

Not everyone agrees with 

Ball's conclusions. 

Governor Andy Beshear's 

administration has disputed 

some of the auditor's 

findings while 

acknowledging and 

correcting others. State 

officials have stated that 

several issues identified in 

the audits have already 

been addressed and argue 

that Kentucky's overall 

financial management 

remains strong. 

Regardless of the political 

debate, the audits have 

sparked renewed 

discussion about 

government accountability 

in Frankfort. Whether the 

issue involves Medicaid 

spending, tax collections, 

cybersecurity, or financial 

reporting, Ball's 

investigations have placed 

a spotlight on how public 

money is managed and 

reinforced the importance 

of independent oversight in 

state government. 

For Kentucky taxpayers, 

the message is 

straightforward: every 

dollar matters, and 

ensuring those dollars are 

spent properly remains one 

of the State Auditor's most 

important responsibilities. 
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