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Scene 1: One Carving, No People

Setting: Roanoke Island, 1590.

(JOHN WHITE enters with SAILOR 1 and SAILOR 2.)
JOHN WHITE:

This is Roanoke Island. This is the place.
SAILOR 1:

It is too quiet, sir.

SAILOR 2:

Where are the people?

JOHN WHITE:

Elinor? Ananias? Thomasine? Is anyone here?
(Pause. John White looks for signs of his family.)
SAILOR 1:

The houses are gone.

SAILOR 2:

But not burned.

JOHN WHITE:

No sign of a battle. No sign of a storm.
SAILOR 1:

Look! A word carved into that post.

JOHN WHITE:

Read it.
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