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China Emerges as a Key Growth Engine for SBTi
The Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) passed a historic milestone in January 2026, surpassing 10,000 companies with validated science-based targets. While global momentum remains strong, the 2025 data point to one standout driver of acceleration: China’s rapidly expanding corporate climate ambition.
By the end of 2025, 12,353 companies worldwide had either validated science-based targets or committed to set them, with 9,764 holding validated targets—a 40% year-on-year increase. Net-zero ambition is rising even faster, with validated net-zero targets growing 61% globally. Yet within this global expansion, China’s trajectory is particularly striking.
China Nearly Doubles Its Target Adoption
China recorded 92% growth in companies with validated science-based targets between 2024 and 2025—one of the highest rates among major economies. The total number of Chinese companies with validated targets rose from 312 to 598, positioning China fourth globally behind Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
This growth reflects a critical shift. Historically, Europe dominated science-based target adoption, but 2025 signals a rebalancing. Asia grew 53% overall, the highest of any region, and China was a primary engine of that expansion. As the world’s largest emitter and a central node in global supply chains, China’s increasing participation materially strengthens the credibility and scale of corporate climate alignment worldwide.
Sectoral Transformation in China
China’s growth is not only broad-based—it is strategically concentrated in high-impact sectors. Information Technology surged 145%, rising from 33 to 81 companies with validated targets. Consumer Staples doubled (+100%), while Consumer Discretionary grew 87%.
This pattern highlights two important dynamics. First, climate alignment is expanding into technology and advanced manufacturing—industries that shape global innovation and supply networks. Second, consumer-facing sectors are increasingly integrating science-based targets, signaling rising market and investor expectations around climate transparency and performance.
Unlike Japan, where Materials led sectoral growth, or India, where Health Care expanded most rapidly, China’s acceleration in technology underscores its distinctive economic structure and its growing role in low-carbon innovation.
Expanding Influence Across Asia and Beyond
China’s surge also complements strong performance across Asia’s emerging markets. Indonesia and Pakistan posted growth rates above 90%, while Taiwan and India achieved substantial gains. Together, these trends suggest that climate ambition in Asia is moving from early adopters to broader regional integration.
Financial market penetration reinforces this shift. Nearly half of companies in Japan’s Nikkei 225 now hold targets or commitments, and adoption among major global indices continues to deepen—placing additional pressure on multinational firms operating in China to align with science-based pathways.
A Strategic Inflection Point
More than halfway through the decisive decade for climate action, China’s accelerating adoption of science-based targets represents a strategic inflection point. As Chinese companies embed climate targets into corporate strategy—particularly in technology and consumer sectors—they not only reduce domestic emissions but also influence global value chains.
The 2025 data make one conclusion clear: China is no longer on the sidelines of corporate climate leadership. It is becoming one of its central pillars.
👉 Visit our website to explore case studies on how Chinese companies are successfully setting and implementing SBTi-aligned targets.
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