Discussion Guide for A Gentleman Unknown
by Robyn Mearsley

Discussion Facilitation Suggestions
Welcome

Hello, book club friends! This discussion guide is crafted to spark lively chats
about A Gentleman Unknown, a charming Regency-era story brimming with
gossip, budding romance, quirky characters, and small-town intrigue around a
mysterious newcomer and his canal project. We'll explore what makes the
characters pop off the page, how the plot twists keep you hooked, and the
clever storytelling that blends humour, tension, and heartfelt moments. Grab
your tea/coffee/water, share laughs over the scandals, and let's unpack why
this tale captivates!

Facilitation Possibilities

The discussion guide is divided into two main sections: Whole-Book
discussion questions, and a Section by Section guide to follow the chapters’
natural flow—or jump around for fun, it’s up to you.

+ Set a warm tone: Kick off with "Who's your favourite character so far and
why?" to ease everyone in.

+ Time it right: Aim for 57 minutes per section; time questions to maintain
momentum.

* Encourage everyone: Circle the group for responses, then ask "Anyone see
it differently?" to build layers.

+ Handle opinions: Dive into plot surprises or character debates respectfully
—focus on the text.

+ Add fun: Try optional activities for groups that love creativity; they're quick
hits.

+ Wrap positively: Close with whole-book questions and one ‘standout
moment’ per person.



Whole-Book Discussion Questions

1.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Strongest character arc—who transforms most convincingly, and how?
Humour—what (dialogue, events) did you find amusing?

Romance tropes (mystery man, slow-burn, competing suitors)—fresh
twists or familiar fun?

Pacing: Does the book builds suspense well?

Character interplay—which friendship/rivalry steals scenes?
World-building (Regency town/region, canals, social environment) —What
did you enjoy, and what works well?

Did you learn anything new about Regency times?

Plot surprises (bishop, slap, other) —most effective shock?

Dialogue sparkles—favourite witty exchange?

. Deeper themes emerging from the story—what struck you?
. Emotional pull—laughed, gasped, or swooned most?
. Literary craft: How well was the book written? Is the writing style

distinctive and how? Use of subplots. Recurring imagery that works?
Predictability level?

Casting dream: Who might play William/Eleanor/Copes or other key
characters?

What quirky minor character appealed to you and why?

How apt was the book title?

Memorable scene—why will it stick?

How satisfying was the ending of the book?

Storytelling success—riveting page-turner?

Section Discussions

Part 1: Rumours of the Mystery Gentleman (Who is he?)

The three friends—dreamy Priscilla, cautious Eleanor, and intense Ruth—
sparkle with speculation about the arrival of Mr. William Pearce, introducing
vivid personalities and building anticipation for change.

1.

How do the friends' opening chat reveal their distinct voices—Priscilla's
bubbly excitement, Eleanor's restraint, Ruth's seriousness? Which grabs
you most?

Priscilla's "wild imaginings" about Pearce and nobility create hilarious
energy—what makes her speculation scenes so engaging?

The canal rumours hint at town divides (progress vs. tradition)—how does
this early setup foreshadow conflicts?



4. Eleanor's solicitor-father insider info adds intrigue —does it make her a
reliable narrator voice?

5. Banter like renaming "Much Becksleigh" to "Very Much" lightens the mood
—what storytelling tricks build the cozy small-town vibe?

6. Predict: Based on gossip, what kind of man is Pearce shaping up to be?

Optional Activity: "Gossip Chain"—whisper a wild Pearce rumour around the
circle and compare the final version (2 minutes of laughs).

Part 2: Family Ties and Hidden Histories (Maybe this is who he
is)

The Leyland visit peels back Pearce's blended-family backstory and quirks,
deepening character layers while fuelling the friends' speculations.

1. Mrs. Leyland's warm welcome contrasts Eleanor's class worries—does
this scene build her internal conflict effectively?

2. Pearce's history (stepfamily, "rackety" ideas, lost church path) surprises—
which detail most humanises him?

3. Tom's casual portrait ("strange ideas, Latin words") vs. Alice's tragedy tale
—which sibling view intrigues you more?

4. The Viscount link delights Priscilla—what makes her Debrett's fixation a
fun character tic?

5. How does the carriage ride home heighten tensions between the friends'
personalities?

6. Foreshadowing alert: What early clues hint at Pearce's real passions?

Optional Activity: Quick-sketch family tree—jot Pearce relations and vote
‘Most Dramatic Backstory Element.’

Part 3: First Encounters and Stirrings (He appears / The
troubles start)

Eleanor's charged garden meeting with the dashing Pearce stirs her past
frauma, while gossip evolves, ramping up romantic tension.

1. Eleanor's eavesdropping and instinctive reactions —what do they reveal
about her character?

2. Pearce's ‘impossibly handsome’ entrance contrasts his business focus—
strong physical description or cliché?

3. Nightmare flashback packs punch—how does it deepen Eleanor's arc in
one vivid scene?



4. Friends' dashed hopes (Priscilla's "ugly church person") deliver comedy —
best laugh line?

5. Canal chat (navvies, reforms) builds stakes—does the dialogue feel
natural or expository?

6. Predict reader sympathy: Will Pearce win over skeptics like Eleanor?

Optional Activity: "First Glance Mood Board" —share words/images evoking
Pearce's intro (fun, visual share).

Part 4: Deals, Drives, and Desires (William at Dalton Manor /
They reveal themselves)

Pearce navigates Dalton's quirks, bonds intimately with Eleanor amid Leyland
fun, but Copes clashes heighten plot pressure.

1. Dalton's rambling "sacred duty" monologue —does it make him endearing
or exhausting as a character?

2. Garden/drive scenes sizzle with chemistry —what subtle details sell the
slow-burn romance?

3. Pearce's canal enthusiasm ("wonders of the age")—does it elevate him
beyond heartthrob?

4. Copes' valet/boot rant adds humour—effective comic relief amid tension?

5. Leyland hospitality vs. Ruth's intensity—how do contrasting settings
advance character relationships?

6. Eleanor's hat-pin reveal —pivotal vulnerability moment; perfectly timed?

Optional Activity: "Curricle Improv"—pair up, act a flirtatious drive snippet
with a plot twist.

Part 5: Clashes and Crises (Troubles mount/ It all happens at
the party)

Copes rebels, Hopkins explodes over Ruth, party reveals jealousies —pacing
accelerates with witty chaos.

1. Copes-Pearce showdown ("insolent boy")—sharp dialogue; whose side
feels more justified?

2. Hopkins' jealous rant (Bond Street rake) —hilarious overreaction or
believable motivation?

3. Party vignettes (Priscilla's gape, Ruth's reforming zeal, other) —what
makes the ensemble scenes pop?

4. Broadbent-Leyland faith tussle—clever world-building through conflict?



Optional Activity: "Party Rankings"—vote top 3 funniest/tense moments and
defend.

Part 6: Fractures, Faith, and Futures (Hope is offered / Surprise
in store / It gets serious/Can this be it/They come together)

Friendship implodes (Ruth-Prissy slap), vestry meeting disaster peaks
tension, but triumphs emerge in deals and declarations.

1. Ruth-Prissy blowup—raw emotional peak; believable character
explosion?

2. Vestry speech-to-scandal arc—what keeps it gripping?

3. Dalton's absurd marriage proposal—peak eccentricity; strengthens his
role?

4. Simmington twist resolves Prissy neatly —satisfying or convenient?

5. Reservoir win + romance—earned payoff or rushed?

6. Final outlook chat—poetic closure; strong character growth?

Optional Activity: "Plot Pivot Map" —draw key twists and trace how they
interconnect.

Closing

Wrap by sharing your favourite character, moment and storytelling gem that
made this book unforgettable.

Feel free to copy or modify this document



