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Part 1: Before the Wheel — The Status of the Pre-Clay Dirt 

Most studies on the Potter and the Clay pick up right at the wheel, focusing on the 
shaping and the spinning. But the true miracle of grace begins much earlier. In ancient 
times, an artisan did not buy neat, refined clay from a store. They had to go out into the 
earth, locate a vein of raw soil, and dig it up themselves. 

Before clay ever sits on a wheel, before a vessel is imagined, before the artisan even 
reaches for it—it is only dirt. This matters. Dirt tells the raw truth about our condition 
before God steps in. 

 

1. Dirt Absorbs Its Environment 

Dirt cannot choose what falls into it; it passively takes in whatever the environment 
gives it. It absorbs the rain, but it also absorbs the filth, the debris, the decay, and the 
pollution. It holds the broken pieces of everything around it. 

The Parallel: This is how we lived before God called us. We absorbed the atmosphere 
we grew up in. We absorbed pain we never asked for, alongside lies, shame, fear, and 
survival patterns. We became shaped by what touched us—not because we were evil, 
but because we were dirt. 

 

2. Dirt is Shaped by Outside Forces 

Wind presses it. Footsteps crush it. Storms scatter it. Life constantly leaves its heavy 
marks on it. 

The Parallel: Before God reached for us, we were shaped by trauma, family systems, 
abandonment, cultural expectations, and chaotic surroundings. Lacking a core form of 
our own, we simply became whatever our environment pressed us into. 

3. Dirt is Overlooked and Devalued 

People walk all over dirt without noticing it. No one protects it. No one values it. No 
one looks at a patch of mud and sees potential. 

The Parallel: Many of us lived this way before God claimed us: unseen, unchosen, 
unnoticed, and unprotected. 



4. Dirt Cannot Purify Itself 

Dirt is inherently blended with impurities—rocks, roots, waste, and whatever has 
settled into it over time. The dirt cannot separate itself from the stone. It cannot wash 
itself. It cannot change its own nature. 

The Parallel: This is the human condition without God. We were mixed with things we 
did not know how to untangle, carrying whatever life buried deep within us, entirely 
unable to become anything different on our own. 

 

Part 2: The Biblical Foundations of Our Earthly Origins 
Scripture never hides our humble beginnings. In fact, the ancient biblical texts tightly 
lock our identity directly to the soil. 

Genesis 2:7 — The Original "Potter" Scene 

"Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being." 

• The Hebrew Reality: In Hebrew, the word for man is Adam (אָדָם), and the word 
for ground or dirt is Adamah (אֲדָמָה). Literally, we are "earthlings" made from the 
earth. 

• The Action: The word for "formed" is yatsar (יָצַר)—the exact technical verb used 
for a potter shaping a vessel. Long before God spoke to the prophets about clay, 
He introduced Himself by kneeling in the dirt to shape us. 

Job 10:9 — Remembering the Raw Material 

"Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now turn me to dust again?" 

• The Structural Truth: In his suffering, Job appeals to God by reminding Him of 
his fragile origins, using "clay" and "dust" interchangeably. It is a humble 
admission that without the Potter's constant, sustaining touch, we dry up, lose 
our bond, and crumble right back into the dust we came from. 

Isaiah 29:16 — The Arrogance of the Soil 

"Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, 'He did not make me'? Can the pot say to the 
potter, 'He knows nothing'?" 



• The Reality Check: When unrefined dirt gets turned into a beautiful, useful 
vessel, it's easy for that vessel to become proud. Isaiah reminds us that the clay 
has no wisdom inherent to itself. All the beauty and function belong entirely to 
the One who dug it up. 

 

Part 3: From Dirt to Vessel — The Master’s Process 
Clay is not found; clay is made. The journey from raw earth to finished masterpiece 
requires an intentional, step-by-step transformation. 

 

1.1. Gathering and Excavation: Psalm 40:2. 

Clay begins in the ground, mixed with rocks, sticks, debris, and decaying matter. It is 
never found clean, refined, or ready. Psalm 40 describes God lifting David out of the 
“miry clay.” God meets us exactly where we are. He does not wait for us to be pure. He 
begins His work the moment we come to Him, pulling us out of the places we were 
buried and beginning the slow, loving work of removing what would harm us later. 
This is the beginning of grace. 

 

2.2. The Soaking (Slaking): John 7:38, Ephesians 5:26. 

Once gathered, the raw dirt is thrown into water and stirred until it softens. Clay cannot 
be shaped until it has been soaked. Scripture uses water as a picture of both the Spirit 
and the Word. Jesus spoke of the Spirit as “living water” (John 7), and Paul wrote that 
we are washed by the water of the Word (Ephesians 5). When God draws us to Himself, 
He saturates us with truth. Our hearts soften, our minds open, and we become pliable. 
Without this soaking, we remain hardened by life. 

 

 

 



3.3. The Sifting: John 15:2, Hebrews 12:6. 

The muddy liquid mixture is poured through fine screens that catch every rock, twig, 
and heavy impurity. Only the pure clay passes through. This is where God removes the 
things that would destroy us under pressure. Jesus said in John 15 that the Father 
prunes every branch that bears fruit so it can bear more. The sifting is His pruning. It is 
His mercy. He deals with lies we believed, wounds we carried, pride we hid, and habits 
that once felt normal. 

 

4.4. The Quiet Rest: Isaiah 30:15. 

When the clay has been purified, it is left to rest and dry until it becomes firm enough to 
handle. This stage feels quiet. Nothing dramatic seems to be happening, yet the clay is 
stabilizing. Many believers walk through seasons like this where we feel still, hidden, or 
in between. These are not wasted seasons. Isaiah 30 says that in quietness and trust we 
find strength. God uses these pauses to settle us and prepare us for what comes next. 

 

5.5. The Wedging: Philippians 1:6. 

The potter takes the clay and repeatedly presses, folds, cuts, and works it to remove 
every air pocket. If even a small bubble remains, the vessel will explode in the fire. This 
part of the process is uncomfortable and feels like pressure from every side. Yet it is 
love. God aligns us with truth and works out the hidden spaces that would cause us to 
break later. As Philippians 1 promises, He will complete the good work He began in us. 

 

6.6. The Centering: Psalm 46:1. 

When the clay is ready, the potter slams it onto the wheel. The wheel spins fast, and the 
clay wobbles wildly at first. The potter braces himself, steady and unmoving, applying 
pressure from the outside while supporting from the inside. We often resist and feel off-
balance, trying to pull away from what God is doing. Yet He remains steady, acting as 
our refuge and ever-present help (Psalm 46). Slowly, the clay stops fighting and 
becomes centered, spinning smoothly even though the wheel has not slowed down. 

 



Part 4: Grace in the Collapse 
Even when centered, a vessel can collapse. A hidden flaw or an uneven pull can cause 
the walls to buckle and slump. 

Jeremiah 18:3-4 & 6 

"So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. But the pot he was 
shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping 
it as seemed best to him... 'Can I not do with you as this potter does?' declares the Lord."  

The potter does not throw the marred clay away. He does not discard it into the trash 
heap. Instead, he presses it back down, adds water, and begins shaping it again. 

This is the heart of God. He does not throw us out when we break. He does not 
abandon us when we fall apart under pressure, resist Him, or when old wounds rise to 
the surface. Psalm 103 says He remembers that we are dust; He knows our frame. 
Instead of walking away, He starts the centering process over. He adds the fresh water 
of His Spirit and reshapes us with patience and tenderness. The collapse does not 
disqualify us—it becomes the precise place where His faithfulness is revealed. 

"All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out." 
— John 6:37 

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life... nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." — Romans 8:38-39 

Part 5: Firing and Finery — Becoming Whole 
Once the vessel is successfully shaped, it must pass through the final stages of maturity 
to become permanently useful. 

1. Bone Dry Stagnation 

Before it can face the fire, the vessel must dry completely. In this stage, it is known as 
"greenware"—it is extremely fragile, chalky, and easily broken by a careless touch. 
Many believers experience this after a major season of growth; they feel tender and 
vulnerable. They need time in the Word and the Spirit to strengthen what God has 
done. Jesus often withdrew to quiet places to pray, showing us that rest and stillness are 
vital components of spiritual formation. 



2. The First Fire (The Bisque Fire) 

The heat of the first kiln is intense, but it transforms the chemical structure of the clay 
permanently. The vessel becomes strong enough to hold what it was made for. 

"In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in 
all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed." — 1 Peter 1:6-7  

The fire does not destroy us; it solidifies what God has shaped. It burns away what does 
not belong and strengthens what does. 

3. The Glazing 

After the first firing, the potter applies glaze. The raw liquid minerals look dull and 
chalky at first, showing nothing of the vibrant beauty they will become. These represent 
the disciplines, boundaries, truths, habits, and spiritual gifts God adds to our lives. 
They may not look impressive in the beginning, but they are the very things that will 
reveal His glory in us as the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5) develop. 

4. The Final Fire (The Glaze Fire) 

Finally, the vessel enters the hottest fire of all. In this intense heat, the dull glaze melts, 
fuses, and vitrifies into a glasslike surface that seals the pot forever. 

What looked ordinary becomes radiant. What looked fragile becomes structurally 
strong. What looked unfinished becomes complete. As 2 Corinthians 3:18 states, God 
transforms us from "glory to glory." The vessel will never return to mud. It has become 
exactly what the potter intended from the very beginning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deep-Dive Study Notes 
Ancient Insights: Clay Memory 

Clay carries physical memory. Every bend, stretch, and mistake leaves an invisible 
molecular imprint. This memory tries to rise again, especially near the end of the 
forming process when the vessel already has shape—that is when the old structures 
resist the most. Potters work through this by thorough wedging, breaking down what 
was formed before so it can hold its new shape, and drying it slowly so the moisture 
settles evenly. 

Our past functions the same way, trying to pull us back just when God is shaping us 
into something new. But as His Word settles into us with patience and time, it reaches 
every part of our inner life, evening out the places that once held stress and strain so we 
can face the fire without cracking. 

The Maker’s Mark 

In the ancient Near East, a potter never left their work anonymous. They used a 
personal seal—often a carved stone or pottery stamp—to press a deep, unique 
impression into the handle or base of the wet clay before it was fired. This mark showed 
ownership and guaranteed quality, becoming completely permanent after baking. 

"And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit." — 
Ephesians 1:13 

God presses His personal mark on us while we are still soft and yielding, claiming us as 
His royal property. 

Vessel Destinies: Earthenware vs. Porcelain 

A potter chooses their clay based on the eventual destiny of the pot, as noted by Paul: 

"In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some 
are for special purposes and some for common use." — 2 Timothy 2:20 



Clay Type 
Physical 
Characteristics 

Intended Use Spiritual Season 

Common 
Earthenware 

Thick, iron-rich red 
clay. Fires at lower 
temperatures; remains 
highly porous. 

Rugged, 
heavy, 
everyday 
household 
utility tasks. 

Seasons where we 
must be rugged, 
carrying heavy, 
hard burdens 
through everyday 
endurance. 

Porcelain 

Pure white kaolin clay. 
Finicky, 
temperamental, slick, 
and requires intense 
temperatures to 
mature. 

Delicate, light 
work; 
reserved for 
special 
banquets. 

Seasons where 
God highly refines 
our character to 
uniquely display 
His intricate 
beauty. 
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