
BRIAN SWISHER - TOO FAST EVEN FOR FRIENDLY 

No wonder Friendly town officials shut down their once-famous 
speed trap in the late 1970s. They gave up trying to catch Brian 
Swisher.


After all, no one else in the area could travel 10.9 seconds in a 
100-meter zone.


If C.R. Howdyshell brought the durability and tenacity to 
Sistersville’s football turnaround, if Tommy Archer brought the 
arm, Brian Swisher brought the legs.


Swisher played in 36 games in his high school career for 
Sistersville, and he caught at least one pass in every one of them.  
(An Ohio Valley record, by the way.) Most of the time, he caught a 
lot more than one.


The first Sistersville football player to make first team all-state 
Class A for three consecutive seasons, he also was the first to 
win a statewide award - the Hunt Award for the state’s 
outstanding lineman (He was all of 5-foot-7 and 140 pounds, but 
he was considered an end for voting standards.)


He probably should have won the Kennedy Award (which would 
have given Sistersville an unprecedented three such winners in a 
six-year span), but Petersburg High running back John Koontz 
rode a set of highly suspect statistics to the award instead. (A 
story for another day.)


He also was the first Sistersville athlete to win an event in the 
state track meet, the 100-meter dash in 1980. But only by a 
matter of minutes; teammate Joe Heintzman nosed him out in 
the 200-meter dash not long afterward. They ran side by side in 



practice all spring, then, on a Saturday afternoon in May on the 
Laidley Field track in Charleston, they ran literally side by side 
down the stretch for just over 20 seconds to bury the rest of the 
field. Later that day, they led Sistersville’s winning 400-meter 
relay team.


Swisher was the state’s best wide receiver at a time when most 
teams simply don’t throw the ball that much. But his numbers 
look more like those from the spread offense days.


He caught 26 passes for 582 yards and five touchdowns as a 
sophomore, when he had a state-leading 22.4 yards per catch 
average. He also had a punt return touchdown.


As a junior on a 12-1 team, he made a career-high 62 receptions 
for 947 yards and nine touchdowns. As the leading vote-getter 
on the all-state team as a senior, he made 59 catches for 1,009 
yards and a state-record 15 touchdowns and also scored 12 
other touchdowns on kick returns, reverses or planned runs. He 
scored 162 points and combined with running back Tim 
Henthorn for 320 points; the second most for a duo in state 
history (Kerry Marbury and Charley Miller of Monongah had 330).


For his career he made 147 catches for 2,534 yards and 29 
touchdowns (just as a receiver).


“He’s the best player in the state,” coach Lou Nocida said. “He’d 
be the captain on any team in the state.”


Swisher wasn’t able to repeat his 100-meter dash crown, 
finishing second as both a junior and a senior. He was second 
again in the 200 in 1981 and third in 1982. He was second in the 
long jump in both 1981 and 1982.




Swisher went on to be a multi-year starter at Marshall University, 
catching 106 passes for 1,617 yards and 14 touchdowns in three 
seasons.


And the Friendly speed trap still hasn’t caught him.





















