MIKE CARSON .... TIGERS’
ONLY BASKETBALL
ALL-AMERICAN

Sistersville High school played scholastic basketball for nearly
100 years, and only one player during that time — 6-foot-7 Mike
Carson, Class of 1969 — made multiple legitimate national All-
American teams, including the prestigious Scholastic Magazine
team and four preaseason All-American teams.

Mike Carson became a starter midway through his freshman
season in 1965-66 and helped lead the Tigers to the four-team
state Class A semifinals in Huntington — the only time in his
career he played in the state event.

Once he began scoring, he didn’t stop. He had two games of 20-
plus points as a freshman (27 against Wirt and 20 against Tyler)
and 15 games of 20 or more as a sophomore, when he first made
all-state. (Including 54 points against Wirt and 35 the following
game against Ravenswood.) As a junior, he had a three-game
stretch of 41, 45 and 41 points in which he made 39 of 41 free
throws (including a then Ohio Valley and state record of 21-for-21
against Parkersburg Catholic, and a state record 33 in a row).
During four tournament games that season, he averaged 32
points and ended up leading the state with a 30.4 average. He
averaged 29.96 as a senior.

During Mike’s junior and senior seasons, Sistersville ranked as
high as No. 5 in the UPI all-class (AAA, AA and A) state rankings
on multiple occasions. He had a career high of 61 points against



in his final career home game (against Wirt County again). About
the same time, a national story by AP sports writer Ed Rice from
Charleston appeared in dozens of newspapers nationwide,
including many big cities.

Mike Carson was the most recruited basketball player in school
history, generating interest from more than 125 colleges —
including national champion UCLA and Kentucky. He visited
Kentucky, where he was heavily recruited by legendary coach

- Adolph Rupp, before eventually signing with home state West
Virginia.

During his senior season, Mike Carson and Allan Hornyak of
nearby Bellaire, Ohio, St. John’s were arguably the most two
heavily recruited players in Ohio Valley history. For my Substack
site, | wrote a story in 2026 outlining the recruiting of Hornyak
and Carson that season.

Mike Carson ended his career with 2,269 points, third in Ohio
Valley history to that point (Hornyak was first with 2,385,
including an 86-point game against Warren Consolidated). He still
ranks 10th all-time in West Virginia scoring (Josh Delawder of
Paw Paw leads with 2,965 points). Mike’s 54 points against Wirt
County in 1967 remain nearly 60 years later as the most by a
sophomore in West Virginia history; he also is the only three-time
first-team all-state basketball player in school history.

The Substack story | wrote about Mike and his recruiting is
included on this site.

— Alan Robinson
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Clay’s Corner

Mike Carson
Please Stay Home

KENNETH CLAY

’ o w

He's 17 years old, be weighs 206 pounds, he stsnds 69, be's
senior, he can run and shoot, he’s Mike Carson, center for the -
High School basketball team, .

Many sports fans have never even heard of Sistersville, It's
{a small Ohio River town with a population of 2,300, o
Mike is probably the most sought-after high school basket-
ball player in the state of West Virginia this year. ’
1 had the good fortune of watching Mike and the Tigers play .
when he was a freshman. It was s regions]l tournament gane

held at the St. Mary’s high school gym.
The Tigers' competition that night were the Glenvilla Pios
neers, Mike's personal opposition was Kenny Fisher, & 6-8 senior .
now attending Glenville State College and playing for Coach
Jesse Lilly’s Pioneers. :
" Mike was the most talented player on the floor in my opinion,
He could run, pass, shoot, jump better than any other player on
the floor that night.
Although only & freshinan, Mike was definitely the finest hig
man I had the pleasure to see that yesr. . .
Since then, Mike has improved his shooting, jumping, pass- -
ing and running. Also, he has grown three inches in height, -
Mike is what most sports fans call, & “one-man team”,
Playing on a team from a school the size of Sistersville, Mike .
has not had the pleasurs of playing agaitst tough competition
yet. o :
Mike Is a fine student and as nice a genfleman as you could
meet, on and off the floor. Te's not a selfish ballplayer. He could
average 50 points & game, but he prefers to pass off to his team. *
mates, even when he knows he has & better chance to score. =
, Just & few of the schools that have contected Mike are Ken- -
mky,mmcmmmmm,m‘mmm
lina, Davidson, Maryland, Eansas, New York University, Days
ton, Kent State, Ohlo State, Ohio University, Rutgers, Okls
homa, Arizobs and West Virginda University. -
" Mike was the state’s leading scorer last year with & 304 ppg. -
' average. So far this season be’s averaging more than 32 points
and 23 rebounds 2 game. He's expected to hit the 2,800-point high
school eareer mark this season, .
Conch Bueky Waters at WVU, sung & right nice song in 1967, .
It went Hke this: “Carey Bailey, wow't you please come home™,
All indications show that Bucky will be singing the song a little *
different this year. Something like, “Mike Carson, won't yow .
please stay home’, ‘
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TOTALS 99 field goals, 43«82 fouls - 251 points,



TEAM

Wirt
Pennsboro
Magnolia
Harrisville
Williamstown
Alumni

Paden City
Park.Catholic
Tyler
Pennsboro
St., Marys
Magnolia

St, Marys
Paden City
Park, Catholic
Tyler
Harrisville
Ravenswood
Williamstown
Wirt
Ravenswood

Reg. Season

Pennsboro
Wirt
Williamstown

MIKE CARSON'S SCORIN%

AS A SOPHOMORE,

(OALS POULS PTS. REBOUNDS.
8 6=8 22 24
10 2-6 22 33
2 5«7 9 18
23 24 28 25
12 2=3 26 21
9 J=3 21 16
8 Ly 20 15
6 JF=3 15 20
4 2=3 16 19
9 24 20 18
2 25 6 16
5 Lbes 14 23
9 [ 22 21
9 711 25 16
10 6=10 26 18
9 Fell 21 24
3 e 31 18
15 12-16 L2 2L
6 0-1 12 15
21 12-18 54 27
16 Fu? 35 26
199 89-135 487
SECTIONAL
9 5w=b 23
11 1-4 23
6 1-2 13

S



MIKE CARSON'S
SCORINM IN JUNIOR YiA i,

Team G F Pts
Tirt 16 9«11 4o
Pennsboro 7 5«11 19
Maonolia . 12 8=16 32
Harrisvillie 10 2=2 22
“illiamstown 7 17=27 31
Paden City 18 et Lo
Park, Catholic 13 9-13 35
Pennsboro 9 26 20
St. Marys 6 6=8 18
Maesnnlia 7 3=7 17
St. Marys 14 13=-15 41
Psrke,Catholic 12 21-21 45
Tyler 18 5=5 L1
Paden City 11 5-8 27
Harrisville 16 b=5 36
Ravenswood 10 9-16 29
7illiamstown 9 6-10 24
irt 13 36 29
Ravenswood 9 6=9 24

missed Tyler osme there due to 1llness,

SECTIONAL
illiamstown 12 6=7 30
Tyler 18 L-6 Lo

RETTONAL

Normantown 12 2-6 26
Barrackville 14 5=9 33



For r&laéga a% will ’
Sistersvillst»Vao t 25 March -- 8%  érsv1i1e;T1§é§ cagsr Mike Carson,
WoVa,'s leading scower for thb“l?  has been picked Rk on
the Wh@eling"inﬁelligancer Allw?alvi this past season, Carson
was the first of the two centers nam e 8wmam "small® school team,
He was one of 5 juniors picked on th g =man aggregations (small scho
and bilg school)., |
CABSON LED STATE QCORERS ’

The'chaicé was actually ﬁu suprise since
Carson was West Virginia's leading scholastic scorer for the 6768 cam-
paign. Mike netted 699 points in 23 regular season tilts for a 30.4 ppe
norm, This, in addition to leading all W.Va. °"A' performers, made Nike t
leading W.Va., scorer, regardless of school classification., Mike is o 6.8
Junior center, weighing 200‘“1133a
PROBABLY BEKKKE STATZ'S gggm REBOUNDER, T00
k Mike was probably the lea&zng rebounder

in West Virginia tcag He had & 2%.8 rebounds per game average, which sho
N . S SR i | L o

-pu% aim head and shoulders abcve any other eagarg Even though only a 3@%”

Mike iz usually recognized as the state® 8 premier ﬁiV%tMﬁWa He ha
recelved over 75 concrete college offers, with more letters pouring in
each day. The offers have ra anged fram schools ag far away as Cali ornia,
TexaégFlor&daweﬁsa

ALL-STATE TOO ?

Big Mike was an all-state pick last
Season as a sophomore, when he had & 25 ppg norm. With the all-state
selections to be released sometime this weekend, Mike should make the
W.Va, All-State team again this season. Hopes are generally high in
Sistersville that in addition to being selected to the Class ®A° Allw-
State sguad, Nike will also be "first-team® center on the "All-Al1l State®
team. This is the squad where the best 8 men are choseh at their positions
regardless of school sizg¢ Cefﬁainly Mike has more credentials for the

position than any other of his ahallengersa



