
JOEL WILSON 

His coach, Lou Nocida, said three-year starter Joel Wilson 
was good enough just on defense to be a first-team all-stater.


	 Nocida, however, had a pretty good idea when Wilson came 
out for football as a sophomore after sitting out his freshman 
season with an injury.


	 He put the 5-foot-11, 225-pound Wilson at running back, 
fed him the football and told everyone else to get out of the way. 
A lot of times, it was the players on the other team’s defense who 
did.


	 “He’s a high school John Riggins,” Fayetteville coach Frank 
Spangler said after Wilson ran for 169 yards and two touchdowns 
in Sistersville’s 42-11 Class A state championship game victory in 
1984.


	 During his senior year, Wilson had a pretty good season — 
just in the playoffs. In three playoff games, he gained 590 yards 
and nine touchdowns. In a state semifinal game at Gilbert, he 
often toted two defenders on his back while gaining 222 yards 
and four touchdowns.


	 “I’ve never had anyone play the way Joel does,” Nocida 
said. “He absolutely refuses to let one person tackle him.”


	 It was that way for three seasons, too. Wilson gained 4,556 
yards in his career, including 2,048 yards and 28 touchdowns as 
a senior. As a junior, he had 1,614 yards and 24 touchdowns. As 
a sophomore, he gained 894 yards and scored 18 touchdowns.


	 During that time, he played in only three losing games, two 
in state championship games and the other to St. Marys in 1984, 



a loss that ended Sistersville’s record 42-game regular season 
winning streak.


	 For all of the exceptional players Sistersville had during 
Nocida’s 10 seasons as coach, Wilson was the first to win the 
Kennedy Award as West Virginia’s outstanding high school 
player. He also was the first Class A player to win since All-Pro 
Curt Warner of Pineville in 1978.


	 Previously, Sistersville had two Kennedy runnersup, running 
back C.R. Howdyshell in 1978 and wide receiver Brian Swisher in 
1981.


	 But for all of his success, there was something Joel Wilson 
accomplished as a senior that excited him even more than 
winning the Kennedy Award as a small school player.


	 It was winning a state championship.


	 Sistersville won back-to-back titles in 1980 and 1981 but, 
once WIlson started playing, the Tigers were beaten in the finals 
by Duval in 1982 and Tyler County in 1984. He wasn’t about to let 
that happen in his senior season, when he made all-state for a 
second consecutive season and was the offensive captain.


	 Wilson was complemented perfectly that season by 
sophomore running back Jeff Swisher, who ran for 156 yards and 
three touchdowns himself against Fayetteville while totaling 
1,238 yards for the season.


	 And it was a season the Tigers needed to run.


	 Sistersville could throw the ball downfield with Tommy 
Archer then Rick Glover then Matt Archer at quarterback from 
1979-83, but had almost no passing game in 1984. So having 
Swisher enjoy his breakthrough season was a major plus to 



Wilson because it meant defenses couldn’t pack the middle to 
stop him, not when Swisher presented the threat of going 
outside.


	 “Wilson was durable, and everybody was after him because 
we had no passing game,” Nocida said.


	 They certainly did have a running game.


	 Passenger trains stopped running through Sistersville in the 
mid 1960s, but try telling that to any teams that visited Core Field 
from 1982 through 1984.






	 There was a runaway train in town named Joel Wilson, and 
he was as durable and dependable as a locomotive. And he’d hit 
you like one, too.


	 Wilson initially enrolled at Ball State, but ended up finishing 
his career under Nocida at Glenville State.










Joel Wilson received the first Kennedy Award ever gjven to a 
Sistersville High School player at the Victory Awards Dinner in 
Morgantown in May 1985




	 



