
JEFF SWISHER 

After Jeff Swisher ran for three touchdowns in the state 
Class A championship game in 1984, coach Lou Nocida was 
asked if he was already looking forward to having Swisher as his 
feature back the next two seasons.


	 “He’s pretty good for a sophomore,” Nocida said. “But that 
remains to be seen, when the pressure’s on him next year.”


	 Talk about pressure! Swisher was following not only the 
Kennedy Award-winning Joel Wilson in the Sistersville backfield, 
he was trying to live up to the success of older brothers Brian 
and Scott.


	 Brian was the Hunt Award winner in 1981 after leading a 
13-0 team that outscored its opponents 521-26. Scott Swisher 
was a second-team all-state wide receiver and defensive back in 
1983.


	 When next year became this year in 1985, Swisher didn’t 
exactly pile up the yards like he had against Fayetteville in that 
1984 state title game. He didn’t gain 100 yards until the fourth 
week of the season as Nocida relied on Shawn Laugh and Bryon 
Cline for yardage during a 3-0 start.


	 Then Swisher got going. Maybe getting benched against 
Fayetteville in the season-opening game for fumbling and 
unwisely fielding a punt at his own 1-yard line was what he 
needed.


	 “I decided I wasn’t great and I wanted to turn it around,” he 
said.




	 The turnaround didn’t stop until his high school career 
ended.


	 In his junior year in 1985, Swisher:

	 — Ran for 1,653 yards despite basically tossing away the 
first month of the season, accounting for 2,324 all-purpose yards. 
He scored 120 points just in the regular season. He also made 
eight interceptions, including two crucial ones in the state 
championship game against undefeated Morgantown St. Francis 
— a game many outsiders expected Sistersville to lose. He 
gained 164 yards in that title game and had a 33-yard touchdown 
run and a 53-yard interception return score.

	    — Made the second best run of his career. After 
Sistersville’s defense somehow stopped Buffalo (Putnam) on four 
straight plays from the 1-yard line in the goal line stand of all goal 
line stands, he ran 79 yards for a game-sealing touchdown in a 
20-12 playoff win. He had a 70-yard TD run earlier in the game.

	 — Made first team all-state for the second straight year and 
was chosen as the offensive captain.


	 His senior year was even better:

	 — He didn’t just make news across the state, his name 
made its way into newspapers across the nation when he ran 22 
times for 448 yards and NINE touchdowns in a 76-8 win against 
Frontier (Ohio). Only four games into the season, Swisher already 
had 1,032 yards and 15 touchdowns — quite the difference to his 
start the previous season. And, in effect, it was in only three 
games; he was limited to only three carries for 14 yards by an 
ankle injury in the first game of the season.

	 — At the time, his yardage, touchdowns and point total 
were state single-game records. The 62 points ended up being 
the most by any player in the nation that season.

	 — He finished the season with 2,325 yards and 37 
touchdowns, despite playing in only eight regular-season games 
and three plays of another. Sistersville also played an abbreviated 
nine-game schedule. He finished with 5,321 yards and 79 



touchdowns for his career, or about three miles’ worth of 
yardage. His 548 points were an Ohio Valley record, and he 
scored 69 touchdowns in 34 regular season games.

	 — Made the best run of his career, reversing field on a 
dazzling 65-yard touchdown run that proved the difference in a 
tightly played 14-8 victory over county rival Tyler County in the 
state championship game. With Sistersville unable to complete 
any of its four passing attempts, Swisher saved the day by 
running for 133 yards and Bryon Cline had 79 yards. It was 
Sistersville’s third consecutive state title, all with Swisher in the 
lineup.

	 — Became the second Sistersville running back in three 
years to win the prestigious Kennedy Award as the state’s best 



player, beating out record-setting Brooke quarterback Jef 
Sweitzer. He’d finished fourth in the voting the year before. He 
was the first player since 1978 winner Curt Warner of Pineville to 
score more than 200 points in a season.

	 “I wouldn’t trade him for any running back in Ohio or 
Pennsylvania,” coach Lou Nocida said.

	 He didn’t have to, either. Swisher ended up playing Nocida 
at Glenville State, too, shifting from running back to quarterback.




	 And for the Swisher family of Frank and Beverly Swisher, it 
was a case of like father, like son. Like son. Like son.


	 


	 






	 













