JEFF SWISHER

After Jeff Swisher ran for three touchdowns in the state
Class A championship game in 1984, coach Lou Nocida was
asked if he was already looking forward to having Swisher as his
feature back the next two seasons.

“He’s pretty good for a sophomore,” Nocida said. “But that
remains to be seen, when the pressure’s on him next year.”

Talk about pressure! Swisher was following not only the
Kennedy Award-winning Joel Wilson in the Sistersville backfield,
he was trying to live up to the success of older brothers Brian
and Scott.

Brian was the Hunt Award winner in 1981 after leading a
13-0 team that outscored its opponents 521-26. Scott Swisher
was a second-team all-state wide receiver and defensive back in
1983.

When next year became this year in 1985, Swisher didn’t
exactly pile up the yards like he had against Fayetteville in that
1984 state title game. He didn’t gain 100 yards until the fourth
week of the season as Nocida relied on Shawn Laugh and Bryon
Cline for yardage during a 3-0 start.

Then Swisher got going. Maybe getting benched against
Fayetteville in the season-opening game for fumbling and
unwisely fielding a punt at his own 1-yard line was what he
needed.

“| decided | wasn’t great and | wanted to turn it around,” he
said.



The turnaround didn’t stop until his high school career
ended.

In his junior year in 1985, Swisher:

— Ran for 1,653 yards despite basically tossing away the
first month of the season, accounting for 2,324 all-purpose yards.
He scored 120 points just in the regular season. He also made
eight interceptions, including two crucial ones in the state
championship game against undefeated Morgantown St. Francis
— a game many outsiders expected Sistersville to lose. He
gained 164 yards in that title game and had a 33-yard touchdown
run and a 53-yard interception return score.

— Made the second best run of his career. After
Sistersville’s defense somehow stopped Buffalo (Putnam) on four
straight plays from the 1-yard line in the goal line stand of all goal
line stands, he ran 79 yards for a game-sealing touchdown in a
20-12 playoff win. He had a 70-yard TD run earlier in the game.

— Made first team all-state for the second straight year and
was chosen as the offensive captain.

His senior year was even better:

— He didn’t just make news across the state, his name
made its way into newspapers across the nation when he ran 22
times for 448 yards and NINE touchdowns in a 76-8 win against
Frontier (Ohio). Only four games into the season, Swisher already
had 1,032 yards and 15 touchdowns — quite the difference to his
start the previous season. And, in effect, it was in only three
games; he was limited to only three carries for 14 yards by an
ankle injury in the first game of the season.

— At the time, his yardage, touchdowns and point total
were state single-game records. The 62 points ended up being
the most by any player in the nation that season.

— He finished the season with 2,325 yards and 37
touchdowns, despite playing in only eight regular-season games
and three plays of another. Sistersville also played an abbreviated
nine-game schedule. He finished with 5,321 yards and 79



touchdowns for his career, or about three miles’ worth of
yardage. His 548 points were an Ohio Valley record, and he
scored 69 touchdowns in 34 regular season games.

— Made the best run of his career, reversing field on a
dazzling 65-yard touchdown run that proved the difference in a
tightly played 14-8 victory over county rival Tyler County in the
state championship game. With Sistersville unable to complete
any of its four passing attempts, Swisher saved the day by
running for 133 yards and Bryon Cline had 79 yards. It was
Sistersville’s third consecutive state title, all with Swisher in the
lineup.

— Became the second Sistersville running back in three
years to win the prestigious Kennedy Award as the state’s best

v Degins tod

ber's $2 million sui,
| Countersuit, stem-
82 US. Open tennis

nero, t; 18-year-old
oroughbred,
elmont Pa,rul?.h




 HERbA — 4 i T L
i~jividual U.S. hign et
» sulting high school eg::oalong with individual

tied last season, = :
fee;rolreaders from the 1986 seaso

NATIONAL RECORDS . : : {|
TEAM ALL-TIME UNDEFEATED RECOR! :

Undefeated seasons: 29, Lawrence, Kan. i

VICTORIES S LIS T
AT cng:choolc“m?ms S ohn MoKissick, Summerville, S.C- (35 seasons)

Victories, 0
-TIME RECORDS : : A
BOVICUAL AL::::. 72, Russell Gunter, Andalusia, Ala., Straughn vs. Cof

! Rush attempts, .
” ‘ sciby i od P yae) me: 358, Tom Owens, Gig Harbor, Wash., Peninsula

Pass yards, ga |

‘l;i itk ca%m game: 6 (tie), Tom Owens, Gig Harbor, Wash., ||
ss Jowns, ;

Peninsula vs. Yelm ! e T aey Aptan
uchdown season: 54, Kirk Saul, Turkey,

"‘IT-*;m:goars. ga'f’eer’: 43, Phillip Doyle, Birmingham, Ala., Huffman (1

| 1986 INDIVIDUA LEADERS

arch Dy USm - --
$eie»w of‘{he all-time records

game, season and ca-

ow fatamoras, Ohio, Fron-

player, beating out record-setting Brooke quarterback Jeff
Sweitzer. He’d finished fourth in the voting the year before. He
was the first player since 1978 winner Curt Warner of Pineville to
score more than 200 points in a season.

“l wouldn’t trade him for any running back in Ohio or
Pennsylvania,” coach Lou Nocida said.

He didn’t have to, either. Swisher ended up playing Nocida
at Glenville State, too, shifting from running back to quarterback.



USA SPOTLIGHT
W.Va. prep runs up
| By John Pitts 3 [ LA

@ It's the middle of Septem-
|(ber and Jeff Swisher has al-
ready had a good football sea-
son.
a Swisher, a senior running
back at Sistersville (W.Va.)
i High School, ran 22 times for
448 yards and nine touch-
downs Friday night in a 76-8
victory against Frontier High
i of New Matamoras, Ohio.
? The effort gave Swisher
11,032 yards and 15 touch-
i downs in four games, all vic-
| tories, this season. He also
reached the 4,000-yard ca-
"
“He did a pretty good job
against a rather weak ball
club,"said le coach

S

And for the Swisher family of Frank and Beverly Swisher, it
was a case of like father, like son. Like son. Like son.
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‘Swisher’s ‘Miracle’ TD Run
‘Was Winner For The ‘Ville

A team in West Virginia football
history.

“When 1 was a freshmen we lost
and a lot of people didn’t think we
could come back Swisher concluded
but we did. We won it three years in |
row.” RS
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~ Sistersville ace
~ has rabbit feet,
nearly 3 miles

By Mike Cherry
STAFF WRITER

SISTERSVILLE — Rare is the running back that averag
more yards per carry than words per sentence. *

But such is the case of Sistersville High School senior J¢
wisher. Around a stranger, his vocabulary consists of “yeah
and “nos” and “I don’t knows” and “maybes” and a bit too mu
ility for someone who has rushed for just short of thi
es in his three-year career.

{\‘_‘He’s not real talkative,” said teammate Rocky Romine, a j
or who starts in the defensive backfield for the Tigers. “But |
lways in pretty good spirits. I know we look to him as tho
. like he’s a power. We feel confident going into a game with .
 Swisher on our side.”

sher stands 5-foot-10 and 195 pounds. He can bench [
ounds despite not ever seriously hoisting barbells in his
ersville Coach Lou Nocida described Swisher to a pair of
recruiters visiting the little Tyler County town on Tu¢
11;9911 this way: “He’s built like a bullfrog and has feet |
season, tailback Swisher has led perennial power C!
ville (11-0) with 2,200 yards on 219 carries (10 yar¢
) and has scored an astonishing 36 touchdowns ar
Swisher has rushed for 5,248 career yards, 624 st
ormer South Charleston great Robert Alexander’s state 1
hubby-faced |Swisher is an even bet with Brooke g

; eJeff Sweitzer to win the Kennedy Award as the stat
YET: L

o Swisher and his teammates will be going § ir th
sTgcutwe Clas_s A title Saturday at Laid%ey %‘ie?s :hse&eﬁe
igers face Intra-county riyal Tyler County (11-1). Th
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