1979 Tigers

1979 (7-3) - Coach: Lou Noicda

Date Opponent SHS Opp WI/L Record
Aug. 31 at Williamstown 16 30 L 0-1
Sept. 7 at Harrisville 33 0 W 1-1
Sept. 14 at Valley 29 6 W 2-1
Sept. 22 Paden City 6 7 L 2-2
Sept. 28 at Gilmer County 27 0 w 3-2
Oct. 6 at Pennsboro 28 0 W 4-2
Oct. 12 Bishop Donahue 0 18 L 4-3
Oct. 19 Tyler County 49 3 W 5-3
Oct. 27 West Preston 42 14 W 6-3
Nov. 2 Cameron 40 0 W 7-3

The 1979 Tigers were among the most under-appreciated teams in school history. They lost
three times. to Double-A power Williamstown (whose captain, Jeff Deem, started for WV U on its
1981 Peach Bowl team) and Class A state finalists Paden City and Bishop Donahue on absolutely
horrible, muddy fields that neutralized Sistersville' s speed advantage.

Remember, this Sistersville team featured the 1980 W.Va. Class AA 100-meter dash champion
Brian Swisher AND 200-meter champ Joe Heintzman.

Once thefields dried up and the weather cooled, the Tigers heated up, winning their final three
games by a combined score of 131-17 — giving a preview of what was to comein 1980 and 1981.

And something to remember: the Tigerslost 7-6 to Class A champion Paden City on a blocked
punt in the end zone. In three games in the 1979 and 1980 seasons, two of the best in Paden City
history, the Wildcats scored ZERO touchdowns on offense against Sistersville. And two of the
games were on their home field.

Sistersville finished .1 away from the eighth and final place in the SSAC Class A rankings. If
they’ d somehow made it into eighth place, the Tigers would have played — guess who — Paden
City ontheroad in the first round of the playoffs. Want to guess who would have won?



Brian Swisher, a sophomore, caught at |east one pass in every game (just as he would do
during every game of his 36-game, three-season career) and became the first sophomore football
al-stater in school history. Strong-armed junior Tom Archer did the throwing. It would turn out to

be a pretty lethal combination.
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