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Discover Iconic Cities in Top European Countries

This guide explores iconic European cities outside Germany, highlighting culture, architecture,
industries, lifestyle and connectivity. It is designed for students, professionals and travelers
comparing living and study-work ecosystems across Europe.

City Profiles & Signatures

Paris, France — Art, fashion, research clusters at Paris-Saclay; vibrant startup scene.
Lyon, France — Biotech, gastronomy capital, strong engineering schools.
Amsterdam, Netherlands — Canals, creative industries, English-friendly workplaces.
Rotterdam, Netherlands — Modern architecture, Europe’s largest port, logistics hub.
The Hague, Netherlands — International courts, policy, and NGO ecosystem.
Copenhagen, Denmark — Design, cycling culture, green urbanism, life sciences.
Aarhus, Denmark — University city, cultural festivals, maritime tech.

Stockholm, Sweden — Unicorn startups, fintech, gaming, archipelago lifestyle.
Gothenburg, Sweden — Automotive, maritime, sustainable transport.

Oslo, Norway — Energy transition, outdoor lifestyle, high living standards.

Helsinki, Finland — Design district, Al research, digital public services.

Turku, Finland — Bioeconomy, maritime tech, student city.

Vienna, Austria — Classical music, high liveability, EU agencies.

Salzburg, Austria — Baroque old town, music heritage, tourism economy.

Zurich, Switzerland — Finance, ETH/UZH research, lakeside quality of life.

Geneva, Switzerland — UN agencies, diplomacy, watchmaking, lakefront.
Barcelona, Spain — Gaudi architecture, Mediterranean tech & design hub.

Madrid, Spain — Capital institutions, finance, cultural museums triad.

Valencia, Spain — Smart city projects, affordable living, beaches.

Lisbon, Portugal — Web Summit legacy, startups, ocean economy.
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Porto, Portugal — Wine trade heritage, emerging tech scene.

Milan, Italy — Fashion, design, finance; Politecnico ecosystem.

Rome, Italy — History, culture, growing creative and tourism sectors.

Dublin, Ireland - Big Tech EMEA hubs, vibrant student life.

Brussels, Belgium — EU institutions, multilingual workforce, chocolate & comics.
Antwerp, Belgium — Port logistics, diamonds, fashion academy.

Prague, Czechia — Gothic architecture, IT outsourcing, film industry.

Budapest, Hungary — Thermal baths, Danube, competitive cost of living.
Warsaw, Poland — Rapidly growing finance/IT, modern skyline.

Krakow, Poland - Historic center, shared services, student city.

Lifestyle, Costs & Practicalities

e Housing: tight markets in Paris, Amsterdam, Zurich, Dublin; more accessible in Valencia,
Porto, Krakow.

e Transport: excellent public transport in Vienna, Copenhagen, Zurich; cycling infrastructure in
NL & DK.

e Language: English workable in NL, Nordics, Dublin; local language helps integration in FR,
ES, IT.

o Safety & Healthcare: high across most cities; EU/EEA residents enjoy EHIC benefits;
students require insurance.



@

KREIS

Acrcle of suppon

Visual: Affordability vs. Opportunity (lllustrative Index)
Affordability (higher is better) - illustrative
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Fit Guide by Profile

e Tech & Startups: Stockholm, Amsterdam, Dublin, Lisbon, Barcelona.
e Finance & Consulting: Zurich, Geneva, Paris, Milan, Dublin.

o Policy & International Relations: Brussels, The Hague, Geneva.

e Creative Industries & Design: Milan, Paris, Amsterdam, Barcelona.

o Affordable Student Hubs: Valencia, Porto, Krakéw, Prague.




