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Overview of Bachelor and Master Studies in Germany for International
Students

Introduction & Bachelor’s Studies
Why Germany?
e 469,485 international students enrolled in German universities in 2023/24.
e Germany hosts 422-524 universities depending on classification.
e Over 23,000 degree programs are available nationwide.
o Key advantages: low tuition fees, world-class education and strong career prospects.

Bachelor’s Studies
e Duration: 6 semesters (3 years); medicine/pharmacy up to 12 semesters.
o Universities offering bachelor programs: Nearly all of Germany’s ~422 universities.
e Language: Majority taught in German; English-taught bachelor programs are fewer (~2,175 English-
language programs across all degrees).
¢ Tuition: Public universities are tuition-free; semester fees ~€250—-€350.
¢ Focus: Foundational knowledge, critical thinking, and research basics.
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Master’s Studies & Admission Requirements
Master’s Studies
e Popularity: ~160,000 international master’s students in 2024.
e Duration: 4 semesters (2 years).
e Universities offering master programs: Most of Germany’s ~422 universities.
e Language: Large share taught in English — over 200 universities offer English-taught programs, with
1,800-2,175 English-language programs available.
o Tuition: Mostly tuition-free at public universities; semester fees apply.
o Focus: Specialized knowledge, research, and career preparation.

Admission Snapshot
Bachelor Admission Requirements
¢ Recognized high school diploma.
Proof of German language proficiency (TestDaF, DSH).
Motivation letter, CV, recommendation letters.
Proof of financial resources (~€11,208/year for visa).
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Distribution of International Students by Degree Type in Germany
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Master Admission Requirements

Recognized bachelor’s degree.

Proof of English (IELTS/TOEFL) or German proficiency.
Motivation letter, CV, recommendation letters.

Proof of funding.

Benefits, Career Pathways & Key Takeaways

Benefits for International Students

Affordable living compared to other destinations.
Access to DAAD/Erasmus scholarships.
Strong emphasis on research and innovation.
Pathways to employment in Germany after graduation.
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Career Pathways
e Post-study work visa: 18 months to find a job.
e In-demand fields: Engineering, IT, healthcare, business.
e Average graduate salary: €45,000—€55,000/year depending on field.

Average Starting Salaries by Field in Germany
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Key Takeaways

Germany has ~422 universities and ~23,000 degree programs.

Over 2,000 programs are taught in English, mostly at the master’s level.
Bachelor’s = foundation, German language essential.

Master’s = specialization, many English-taught options.

Germany offers world-class education at low cost, with strong career prospects.

Sources - https:.//www.mygermanuniversity.com/universities, https:/www.studying-in-germany.org/higher-
education-in-germany-key-trends-statistics/, https.//www.che.de/en/2024/23000-degree-programmes-in-
germany-record-level-despite-declining-student-numbers/, https://www.studying-in-germany.org/study-in-
english-in-germany/, httos.//www.wissenschaft-weltoffen.de/en/in-focus-selected-findings-of-the-
publication/english-lanquage-study-programmes-at-universities-in-germany-by-type-of-deqgree-since-2009/,
https://stubard.com/blog/admission/english-taught-universities-in-germany/
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