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Abstract

This article presents a new dimension of the themes of hope and hopelessness in
Palestinian poetry, based on the texts of the Palestinian poets Rim Ghanayim and
Wisam Gibran that present a different kind of textual resource that goes beyond the
polarity and contradiction of hope and despair, and adopt an uncertain alternative
imagination or a liminal space characterized with ambiguity. This resembles a caesura
enabling birth and life, as it represents the tension between separation and inter-
dependence in an attempt to redefine the Palestinian identity using experimental
Palestinian poetic tools free from the rote definitions and the traditional definitions
of the terms of belonging. It is the choice of the present absence; the choice of the
nonidentity as the identity that spreads through times, places, and conscience; or it is
the choice of cohabitation between hybridity and the attempt to transcend the current
Palestinian cultural situation and its traditional propositions, and even the attempt to
overcome the concepts of fear and memory. Both Ghanayim and Gibran present new
and special perspectives on Palestinian literature as a field constantly changing and
engaged in self-reflection. Addressing the concept of hope and hopelessness in their
works shows a disturbance of familiar terms and constitutes an entry point for the
general concepts of existentialism and literary innovation. This article does not aim
to describe Gibran and Ghanayim as voices outside the Palestinian cultural canon but
rather to read their works as an expanding force for the Palestinian body of literature,
focusing on the complexity and diversity of modern Palestinian literature.

Keywords

Rim Ghanayim — Wisam Gibran - hope and hopelessness — modern Palestinian

poetry — caesura — post
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