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The  Whirlwind



Introduction

Our team of WTAS members has been working on our project at Meyer’s Spring Ranch for three
years, and the more we get into the story, the more we realize the significance of the teamwork of the
Seminole Scouts and John Bullis. Both Bullis and the Seminoles used Meyer’s Spring as their base of
operations. This report is dedicated to the life story of John Bullis and is designed to be a “stand-alone”
document. We will be attaching this report to our Meyer’s Spring Ranch archeological report. We will
also be placing this document on John Bullis on our home page, West Texas Archeological Society
website.

John Bullis was known by his enemies as the Thunderbolt and to the Seminoles as “The
Whirlwind” (Eckhardt). We have discovered, through research in the National Archives and Fold 3 of
Ancestry, many documents that shed light on the life story of John Bullis. One of these documents that
were discovered in the National Archives was the complete text of John Bullis testifying before the
Committee on Military Affairs about his war experience leading the Seminoles in Texas and Mexico. If
you read nothing else in this report, do yourself a favor and read the report on Bullis testifying before
Congress.

While uncovering information on Bullis, we read articles by Edward S. Wallace and C.F.
Eckhardt. Both of these authors cover John Bullis in great detail. I recommend that you take a look at
these two authors. I’ll provide a digital link in this report that will take you to these two authors.

The following is attached from Eckhardt. “One of the least-known heroes of the Texas frontier
was a man known to his followers as ‘The Whirlwind’ and to his enemies as ‘The Thunderbolt.’ His
name was John Lapham Bullis, and he was a Lieutenant in the US Army”.

An additional segment from Eckhardt explains the bond between Bullis and the Seminoles. The
following is a statement from Joseph Phillips, Seminole Scout. “Of LT Bullis, one of the Scouts, Joseph
Phillips, said: "That feller suffer just like we did out in the woods. He was a good man. He was a Injun
fighter. He was tough. He didn't care how big a bunch they was, he went into 'em every time, but he
look after his men. His men was on equality, too. He didn't stand back and say 'go yonder,' he say
‘come on boys, let's go get 'em."

Many thanks to Kinley Coyan of WTAS for his skill in researching the National Archives and
discovering the testimony of John Bullis before congress. We are proud of our team work at WTAS.

Best wishes to all and “happy reading”.

C.A. Maedgen, llI
V.P. WTAS
Feb 18th, 2025
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John Lapham Bullis

April 17, 1841, Macedon, New York
May 26, 1911, San Antonio, Texas



John Lapham Bullis

Corporal, Co. H, 126" New York Volunteer Infantry
Harpers Ferry Sept 12-15t 1862
Wounded and captured

Gettysburg July 1-3 1863

Wounded and captured

Imprisoned 10 months at Libby Prison

Exchanged for a Confederate in the Spring of 1864

Aug 1864 Promoted Captain
118t US Colored Troops Inf

Indian Wars

Sept 1867 commissioned 2 Lt. 41st Colored Infantry
1869 Reassigned to 24" Colored Infantry at Ft Duncan
1873 Reassigned Ft Clark Seminole Negro Indian Scouts



John Bullis history from the West Texas Archeological Society's 'Camp Mevyers Spring' report:

Although raised as a Quaker, John Bullis was drawn to the military. His opportunity came
one year into the Civil War. He enlisted in August 1862, on his 21st birthday, and was mustered
into service as a corporal with Company H, 126t New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment. The
unit was quickly sent into the fight in Virginia. He saw some of the worst fighting of the Civil
War. On September 15th, 1862, at Harpers Ferry, he was wounded and captured, along with
12,700 other Union soldiers. Probably due to the extraordinary number of prisoners, they were
sent to a parole camp in Annapolis, Maryland, the day after their surrender. (126t New York
Infantry Regiment). A parole camp was a place where Union or Confederate soldiers on parole
were kept by their own side in a non-combat role. They could be restored to a combat role only if
prisoners of war were traded to the other side, enabling them to return to combat in exchange for
the newly freed prisoners of war.

Bullis soon rejoined his unit after a prisoner swap. However, not long after rejoining, he
ended up in the bloody Battle of Gettysburg. He was again wounded and captured by
Confederate forces, this time spending three grueling months in the infamous Libby Prison
before again being sent to the parole camp in Annapolis. Bullis passed an officer commissioning
examination during his second tenure at the Annapolis Parole Camp.

On August 17, 1864, he was commissioned as a captain in the 118t Colored Infantry
Regiment. The 118+ was transferred to the Dutch Gap Canal building project. (Wallace) The
canal project was to allow ships to bypass the loop of the James River around Farrar's Island,
Virginia, which Confederate batteries controlled.

Bullis was discharged at the war's end but reenlisted in the regular army a few years later
as a second lieutenant. On September 3, 1867, he returned to Texas, where he had been
discharged and where his Civil War regiment had been stationed for Reconstruction duty
following the war's end. They were now the 41st Infantry Regiment. In 1869, the 41st and 38th
Infantry Regiments were combined into the 24th Infantry Regiment and
reassigned to Fort McKavett as their headquarters. Bullis went with them into the Texas frontier.
Bullis distinguished himself in several skirmishes out of Fort McKavett, but the 24th Infantry
was mainly used to escort and protect stagecoach stations or work construction projects. When
the opportunity arose to take command of the newly formed Black Seminole Indian Scouts at

Fort Duncan on the Rio Grande, Bullis volunteered, knowing he would be back in the saddle,



doing what he did best — leading horse soldiers against Indian raiders. Those horse soldiers were
now going to be the Indian scouts.

As Bullis took command of half the Black Seminole Indian Scout Detachment in 1873, the
clash between western expansion and Native American Indians was exploding all across the
Texas-Mexico border. The Mescalero Apache were jumping their New Mexico reservation and
raiding throughout West Texas and down to the border. The Lipan Apache and Kickapoo were
raiding up from Mexico into South Texas. Livestock were stolen from ranches and cattle drives,
stagecoaches were attacked, and any emigrant wagon trains heading west were easy targets of
opportunity. The pressure back in Washington, D.C., to do something was intense.

Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie was one of the few on the North Texas frontier who had
successfully taken the fight to the Comanche in 1871 and 1872. Because of his success, he was
transferred, along with the 4+ Cavalry Regiment, to Fort Clark in 1873, with orders to stop the
raids out of Mexico, using whatever means necessary. Those orders came directly from the
President of the United States, Ulysses S. Grant. The orders were considered so important (and
sensitive) that they were given in person to Colonel Mackenzie at Fort Clark by the Secretary of
War, William Belknap, and General Phillip Sheridan.

Colonel Mackenzie knew Lieutenant Bullis from their time together in the 41s, later the
24t Infantry Buffalo Soldier’ Regiment. He ordered Bullis to get the Black Seminole Indian
Scouts ready to lead a secret large-force movement into Mexico to deal a blow to the Lipan and
Kickapoo on their home ground. This became the now infamous Remolino Raid, 40 miles inside
Mexico. Bullis and his Scouts were credited with successfully leading this large force through
uncharted mountainous territory to the objective and returning safely.

Bullis and his Scouts continued patrolling out of Fort Duncan for the next few years and
leading larger forces for Colonel Mackenzie. Mackenzie transferred him and the Fort Duncan
Scouts to Fort Clark in 1874. He promoted Bullis to first lieutenant, gave him full command of
the consolidated Black Seminole Indian Scout Detachment, and authorized him to conduct

patrols independently with the full detachment.



Bullis continued in leadership of the Seminole Scouts with at least 12 recorded battles in Mexico
against the encampments of the marauding Indians. Read the congressional record included in
this report for more details of the 12 events South of the Border.

Additional Information: After an illustrious career leading the Seminoles, Bullis was relieved
of command of the Seminoles (1882) and transferred to Fort Supply in Indian Territory where he

served until 1888.
In 1888 Bullis was transferred to Arizona where he served as Captain under General

Nelson Miles. Bullis was the agent for the Apache at San Carlos Reservation.
In 1893 Capt. Bullis was transferred to Santa Fe, New Mexico territory, and served as

agent for the Pueblos and for the Jicarilla Apache.

In 1897 Capt. Bullis was reassigned to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio as Paymaster

with the rank of Major.
During the Spanish-American War and the Philippine Insurrection Maj. Bullis served in

Cuba and the Philippines.

In 1904 President Theodore Roosevelt promoted John Bullis to Brigadier General and on
the following day Gen. Bullis retired from active military service. Gen. Bullis stayed on in San
Antonio and in 1911 he passed away while at an event on Fort Sam Houston. He is buried in San
Antonio at the National Cemetery. A photo of his grave marker is attached as the last page to this
document.

Bullis was a very shrewd businessman in his land purchases. In our research on John
Bullis, we found that he was actively purchasing sections of land in the western part of Texas
from the railroad company building the first railroad from San Antonio to El Paso. From his
knowledge of the land west of the Pecos Bullis knew where the all-important waterholes were
located. He amassed at least 20000 acres of land that either had valuable water springs or
contained minerals that could be harvested. See map of Independence Creek on page 70 for
Bullis land. His partners in the minerals were Col. W.R. Shafter and rancher, John Spencer. As a

result, John Bullis died a very wealthy man.

A final bit of information that cannot be left out. Despite his long remote military duty,
he did find time to court his first wife, Alice Rodriguez, whom he married in 1872. Alice passed
away in 1887 and after 4 years Bullis married Josephine Withers also of San Antonio. They had
3 daughters.

Camp Bullis, outside of San Antonio, was named in his honor by the military.
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four men attacked them and maintained the fight for
upwards of thirty minutes, but found it impossible to
dislodge them and retired, taking with him, however, a
second herd of cattle which the Indians had collected =
numbering about two hundred.

G, O, Yo, 6, Dept., of Texas, June 2, 1873,

It is with pleasure the Department Commander (General
C. C. Augur) announces to his command the gallant and
successful attack by Colonel R, S, Mackenzie, 4th Cavalry,
with a portion of his regiment upon the combined camps of
hostile Kickapoo, Lipan and Mescelero - Apache Indians,
Having ascertained the location of these tribes, partiies
of which had just made a devastating ralid on the Rio
Grande frontier of Texas, Colonel lackenzie assembled six
companies of his regiment on the evening of lay 17th,
marched all that night, encountering and overcoming the
difficulties and obstacles incidental to such marches in
a strange country, and struck the Indians at 7 o'clock
on the morning of the 18th, killing 19 warriors, cape-
turing Costillietos principal chief of the Lipans, forty
women and children, and about sixty-five ponies, and des-
troying three villages with their accumulated property.
His own loss was three men wounded - one mortally. The
companies and officers engaged were as follows x x X and
2nd Lieutenant John L, Bullis, 24th Infantry, commanding
Seminole Scouts. x x x.

Colonel llackenzie reports that all of these officers
acted handsomely and deserve consideration. The fol=-
lowing extracts from Colonel llackenzie's report are pube
lished here as a carefully considered and deserved tribute
to his command: x x x I wish also to mention Lieut,
Bullis, with the feminole Scouts, who behaved under the
command of that gallant officer very well. x x x The
Commanding General tenders to Colonel lackenzie and his
gallant command his thanks and congratulations for the
very handsome manner in which they accomplished this
perilous and difficult work, The cheerful and ready
conduct of the men under the unavoidable privations,
having nothing to eat for nearly two days but a little
hard bread, is quite as creditable to them as their gal=-
lantry in %he fight, It is believed that a few repétitions
of this effective and summary punishment would give quiet
to that portion of the Rio Grande frontier so long oute
raged by these Indians.

G, O, Yo, 10, Dept. of Texas, lMay 12, 1875:

The following report of a scout made by lst Lieutenant
Jo L, Bullls, 24th Infantry, Commanding Scouts at Fort
Clark, Texas, is published to this comnand: x x x "We left
the spring at about 1 o'clock P, 1. and marched Eest for
about three miles and struck a fresh trall going lorth-
west towards Fagle's llest crossing., The trail was quite
large and came from the direction of the settlements,
and was made, I judge by seventy-five head, or more, of
horses, Ve immediately took the trail and followed it
briskly for about an hour, and came upon a party of
Indians, unobserved, attempting to cross the Pecos to
the west side. Ve immediately tied our horses, and crept
back of a bush, up to within about seventy-five yards of
them (all of which were dismounted except one squaw) and
gave them a volley which we followed up lively for about
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three-fourths of an hour, during which time we twice took
their horses from them, and killed three Indians and wounded

a fourth, Ve were at last compelled to give way, as they

were about to get around us and cut us off from our horses,

I regret to say that I lost mine with saddle and bridle com-
plete, and just saved my hair by jumping on my sergeant's
horse, back of him, The truth is, there were some twenty-
five or thirty Indians in all, and mostly armed with Winchester
guns, and they were too much for us", x x x Words commendatory
of the energy, gallantry and good judgment displayed by
Lieutenant Bullis, and the courageous and soldierly conduct

of the three scou{:a who composed his party are not needed.,

The simple narrative given by himself explains fully the
difficulties and dangers of his expedition. His own conduct,
as well as that of his men, is well worthy of imitation, and
shows what an officer can do who means business.

Late Lt. Col. I. D. Davis, 118th U. S, C. I,

x x x I can recommend him (Bullis) as a most diligent
and attentive officer, a strict disciplinarian, and a man of
the best moral charnc'r:er I ever saw in the Army. x x x

Extract copy of telegram:

Fort Clark, Texas, May 6, 1881, General C. C., Augur,

The Assistant Adjutant General, San Antonio, Texas,

Bullis reports from camp ten miles below mouth of Pecos
that on the 24 instant he struck Indian camp at day break,
killed four bucks and one squaw, captured a boy and wounded
squaw, end twenty-one animals, x x x Bullis reports that this
és the party that killed the McLawin family., x x x (signed)
weltzer.,

Extract copy of telegram:

Fort Clark, Texas, lay 6, 1881,

General C. C, Augur, San Antonio, Texas.

The facts in regard to Bullis are as follows: IHe left
Tort Clark with thirty-four scouts on the 26th ultimo, a few
hours after the ranchman gave information of the trail.
Found trall on 27th, reached the Rio Grande, ten miles below .
mouth of Pecos, on the 30th, crossed the next morning fol=
lowing the trail which led into the Burro mountdins, The 24
at 4 P, 1, espied the Indian camp two miles distant in a rough
and broken country. Bullis concealed his party until midnight,
when he led 27 of his men to the Indian camp (leaving the rest
in charge of animals at day break he rushed on them with the
result reported by Sweitzer., x x x (Signed) Stanley.

" Brigadier General C. C. Augur, U. S. Arny (retired) June 2,
1890,

x x x I was in command of the Department of Texas in
1861. The conduct of Lieutenant Bullie on this occasion was
very bold, enterprising and persevering, I respectfully rec-
ommend that he receive a brevet for his conduct. I have already
recomnended Lieutenant Bullis for a brevet for his conduct
previous to this occasion while operating with General
llackenzie's command in 1872 - 1878, x x x

Col. C. iI, Terrell, Pay Department. (retired)

I take pleasure in testifying to the qualifications and
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eminent fitness of 1lst Lieutenant John L. Bullis, 24th
Infantry for appointment as Paymaster in the Army., Lieut.
Bullis is more widely known in Texas, as an energetic
scouting officer than officer of his grade who has ever
served in the state. He has been frequently mentioned
for his courage and capacity by the Department and
Division Commanders. I have known him for fourteen years
as a sober, careful and painsteking business officer,
whose papers when presented to me to have been uniformal
correct.

Hon., Thomas M. Paschal, (member 53d Congress from Texas.)

It is with feelings of sincere pleasure that I can
consckentiously say that Lieutenant John L, Bullis, of
the United States Army, in every capacity and relation
of 1life in which he has been tried has won a place in
the confidence, respect and admiration of the entire
people of the state of Texas, and has never been sure
passed and but seldom equalled in the history of this
States To account or to enumerate the conduct and acts
of his, which have geined for him this high position,
would be a task, which would involve writing the history
of a large vortion of the border of Texas, during one of
its most trying and eventful periods, Iis conceptions
of his duties and privileges as a citizen were none the
less clear and exalted on account of his manifold and
arduous and active duties as a soldier, and both combined
have not only rendered his name especially dear to the
people of Texas (more particularly those whose homes and
firesides he has so galantly defended) but has made it
a household word in the Lone Star State throughout her
vast extent. He is indeed a gentleman, and civilian and
a soldier "sans peur et sans reproche®.

Copy of a concurrent resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives and Senate of Texas, in
Legislature assembled, April 7, 1882,

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate
concurring, That we tender our sincere thanks in the name
of the people of this State, to Lieutenant J. L. Bullis,
of the Twenty-fourth Infantry, United States Army, for
the gallant and efficient services rendered by him and
his command in behalf of the people of the frontier of
this State, in repelling the depredations of Indians and
other enemies of the frontier of Texas.

Forty-seventh Congress
Committee on Kliitary Lffairs,
" House of Representatives,

Washington, D. C., Apr. 14, 1882.

To the
President.

In view of the long and distinguished military services
rendered by Lieutenant John L. Bullis, on the frontier of
Texas, for which our people are very grateful, we cheerfully
commend him to favorable consideration for promotion.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) C. Upson.

* §o §: Fulpgreon,
o 0lin Wellborn.

el B i e .
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Ve cordially concur. o officer of the grade of
Lieutenant Bullis stands higher in Texas. Senate Chamber,

April 24, 1382,
(Signed) 8. B, laxey.
Richd. Coke,

Colonel Villiam R, Shafter, lst Infantry. April 26, 1882,

x x x Lieutenant Bullis has served on the frontier
of Texas since 1867, and the greater part of the time,
hes been in the field, operating egainst hostile Indians.

He has been a zealous faithful officer, and his
success in overtaking and punishing marauding Indians has
been remarkable, He has rarely failed to capture stolen
stock and punish parties that he had been sent in pursuit
of.

The appointment asked for will in the opinion of
those who know him, be no more than a suitable reward
for his valuable and distinguished services.

Brig, Genl. D. 8. Stanley, U. 8, Army. (retired) (lMay 20, 1882,)
|

x x x Lieutenant Bullis served honorably in the war
of the rebellion, and directly after the war being trans-
ferred to the 41st Infantry and stationed in Texas, he
commenced, and continued up to this date 'last year, the
most succensful career of an Indian fighter that has ever
been recorded in the history of the American Army.

In this brief paper I can only say that Lieutenant
Bullis has been about one dozen times complimented in
Orders, in especial and general reports, for successful
enterprises against the Indians, that he has had the
thanks of the Honorable Legislature of the State of
Texas, and upon leaving this Department he has had two
swords presented by two separate communities, for his
gallant services in protecting the frontier of Texas,
There is no officer now in the Army with such a record.

Edward J, Davis. (Governor of Texas - June 5, 1882,)

As a Texan I feel a great interest in the future of
Lieutenant J., L, Bullis, U, S, Army. This is not only
because he has become a Texan x x x but because he has
done such good service on our frontier - his many gallant
exploits against our frontier enemies being no doubt well
knowm to you.

I have therefore to request that Mr., Bullis' name
be favorably considered for appointment to one of the
vacancies in the Paymaster's Department. x x x »

Brig. Genl., C. C. Augur, Comdg. Dept. of Texas, (Octe
25, 1882.)

Understanding that you (Major Bullis) are an applicant
for advancement in the service, I take pleasure in stating
that you served in this Department while I was in command
from January 1872 to March 1875, and from January 1880
to July 1881. That from June 1873, when I placed you in
comnand of the Seminole Scouts you were, a large portion
of the time on scouting duty with your commend, during
which time your services were valuable and hmortant and
contributed preatly to the security of the Rio Grande
frontier,

In your various engagements with Indians your conduct
was that of a brave, cool and determined officer, and

-

R Sa—
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your operations were conducted with skill and sagecity.
The records of the Department show that you were
in the field scouting with your command - Seminole Scouts,

from
lay 16th to 21st 1878.
October 23rd to November 25th 1873.
January 29th to February 26th 1874.
February 27th to April 17th 1874,
May 17th to June 15th 1874.
July 10th to October 1st 1874,
December 28th 1874 to January 23rd 1875.
July 21st to November 10th 1875,
March 6th to April 8th 1876.

On detached service with Colonel Shafter's command from
April 11th to September 4th 1876.

On scouting duty from
November 23rd to December 20th 1876.
March 15th to July 24th 1877.
July 29th to August 6th 1877.
August 10th to October 4th 1877.
October 14th to December 16th 1877.

On detached service at Washington, before Military Committee, |

from
December 26th 1877 to February 6th 1878.

"On detached service in the field, in command of Seminole

Scouts from
March 28th to June 23rd 1878,
September 7th to October 19th 1878.
December 30th to April 19th 1879.
July 8th to September 8th 1879.
September 27th to December 21st 1879.
January 6th to April 20th 1880,
lay 31st to June 5th 1880.
July 24th 1880 to January 16th 1881.
March 3rd to April 7th 1881.
April 26th to lay 8th 1881.
May 13th to June 3rd 188l.
You 6:a;jor Bullis)have received complimentary notices in
General Orders from Headquarters of this Department as
follows:
General Orders No, 17 of 1871,
General Orders Mo, 6 of 1873,
General Orders No, 10 of 1875,
and in addition several complimentary telegrams from the
Department Commander.
Altogether your record is such as to entitle you to
the favorable consideration of your application for
advancement,

Brig. Genl. D. S. Stanley, U. S. Army (retired)
May 6, 1890.

x x x I have the honor to state that on or about April
27th 1881, I ordered Lieutenant John L. Bullis, 24th
Infantry, then in command of the Seminole Soou‘t‘.s at Fort
Clark, Texas, to pursue and desiroy or capture, a band of
hostile Lipan Indians, from lexico, which had murdered a
woman named llcLauren on the head of the Rio Frio; had
robbed houses and had stolen horses, Lieutenant Bullis
with thirty scouts, struck the trail on the 28th and
followed over the rugged, precipitous mountains and canons
of Devils River where the mauraders killed thirty of their
horses, and they could not drive them through this terrible
country. The Indians escaped across the Rio Grande into
lexico, the treil leading towards the Burro Mountains, and
second day Lieutenant Bullis discovered their camp well
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up the mountains. Concealing his force until midnight,

he surrounded the Indian camp, and at dawn of day attacked,
killing and capturing all in the camp excepting  noted
chief and murderer named San-da-ve, who escaped mortally
wounded, and soon died as was afterwards learned from
Mexicans,

This raid of the hostiles and their swift punishment
is notable because it is the last time hostile Indians
set foot on Texas soil,

For his perseverance, skill and goocd management
of this successful e::pedi{ion, I respectfully recommend
that 1st Lieutenant John L. Bullis (now Captain) receive
a brevet dated from lay 3rd 1881.

Major Theo., J. Vint, 10th U. 8. Cavalry.

Having been informed that Captain John L, Bullis,
24th U, 8., Infantry is an applicant for appointment as lMajor
and Paymaster U, S. Army, I am pleased to state in his
behalf, that, in my opinion, such appointment would be
a most suitable one, and reward an officer whose active
service on the frontier has been long with important and
most creditable results,

Brig.)Genl. Z. R, Bliss, Comdg, Dept. of Texas, (lMay 15,
1896,

I beg leave to invite your attention to the claims
of Captain John D, Bullis, 24th U, S, Infantry, for
appointment as Paymaster U. S. Army. I have known Captain
Bullis about twenty-five years. His service while in
cormand of Seminole-Negro Indian Scouts are of record in
the Var Department and were so valuable that he received
the brevet of Hajor from the President, and two valuable
swords, one voted by the Legislature of Texas for his
‘gallant conduct and successful engagements with Indians,
and the other given by the citizens of Western Texas for
his services ih ridding Texas of renegade Lipans and
Apaches and rendering the homes of the settlers safe from
their outrages.

Captain Bullls has a perfectly clear record. He
served in the war of the rebellion, and is number ninety
in the lineal 1ist of captains of infantry, He will
retire for age in 1904, and has very little if any chance
of reaching the grade of Major by regular promotion, I
know him to be an officer of most distinguished services
on the frontier, of strict integrity and ability, capable
and energetic, and I respectfully recommend him to the
favorable consideration of his Excellency the President
and the Honorable Secretary of War for appointment to the
grade of Major and Paymaster U. S. Army, on the occurance
of the next vacancy.

Brig, Genl, J. C. Breckenridge, Insp. Genl, U. S.
A. (Yov. 29, 1895.)

In any selection for promotion, especially in the
Pay Department, permit me to invite your attention to the
record of Capt, J. L, Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infantry,
whose arduous and important services have received notice
in legislative resolutions and presentation swords, brevets
and orders, but would be worthily recognized by positive
promotion,

Major General N. A, 1liles, Comdg. U, 8. Army,

10
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Under date of lMay 2, 1896 forwarded Captain Bullis'
application for promotfon to Major and Paymaster en-
dorsed as follows: x x x x "Approved and strongly rec-
emmended. Captain Bullis' services with troops and with
Indians have bzen marked in a high degree by capicity
and faithful efficiency under very trying circumstances,
as his record will show. Iis capacity, character and
habits well £it him for the appointment he seeks and the
reasons he assigns for seeking such an appointment =zre
wvalid".

Major ¥. S. Dodge, Pay Department. (May 18, 1896.)

x x x I have lmowvn of no one who, by reason of hard
and hazarduous service on the frontier and in the field
is entitled to more consideration x x x I believe that
ever since the war your service has been rendered
exclusively in the Plains and among Indians,unrelieved
(until recently) by any detail in e civilized community,
and rarely even by a leave of absence.

Having lmowvmn you personally for many years I can
testify toyour intelligence, cepacity and fidelity, and
your social standing in the Army.

Few men in any service have had a better record or
are more entitled to the promotion which I sincerely
hope may fall to your lot.

=== 000mma
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Plan of Action Reports by
Lt. Col. William R. Shafter

The following pages encompass multiple units of the US Army, and these
reports are included in this project because one of the integral units of Shafter’s
command was that of the unit commanded by 2" Lt. John Bullis. Lt. Bullis and the
Seminole Scouts were the tip of the spear, the eyes, and the ears for Lt Col Shafter
in their pursuit of the marauding Indians. Without the services of the skilled
Seminole trackers the military units would not be able to bring the full might of
their military power upon the Lipan Apache, Kickapoo, and the Comanche.

These documents are in their original cursive-written form.
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Testimony of John L. Bullis
Congressional Committee on Military Affairs.

January 12, 1878, Washington, D.C.
Source: National Archives
We are including this testimony by John Bullis to the committee because it gives a clear
concise firsthand view of what happened in the battles that Bullis and the Seminoles
were engaged in. Afirsthand account t by the person directly involved in the military
action is the heart or reality of historical fact. Too often this kind of firsthand knowledge

is just not available. We know that you will appreciate the value of this account by Bullis.
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TEXAS BORDER TROUBLES. 187

be found on pages 19 and 20 of the message of the President in regard
to Mexican border troubles, Ex. Doc. No. 13, Forty-fifth Congress.

By Mr. MARSH :

Q. Have you a copy of the order issued by your department com-
mander, which was based on the order of the Secretary of War of June
1%—A. I have not.

Q. Your operations against the Mexican border since the 1st of June
have been under that order of General Ord’s, your department com-
mander #—A. Yes, sir. I wish it to be understood that I did not my-
self cross the river on every occasion referred to in the foregoing testi-
mony, but that all the crossings were either made by me or by my order

by troops of my command.
W. H. SHAFTER,
Lieutenant Colonel Twenty-fourth Infantry, Brt. Col., U. 8. A.

Testimony-of First Lieut. John L. Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infuntry.

COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS,
, Washington, D. C., January 8, 1878,

First Lieut. JOEN L. BULLIS sworn and examined.

By Mr. MAISH :

Question. What is your rank in the Army?—Answer. 1 am first lieu-
tenant in the Twenty-fourth Infantry, and I am in co:nmand of the Sem-
inole scouts, stationed at Fort Clark, Texas.

Q. You have made a number of raids into the territory of Mexico, I
believe?—A. I have, quite a number.

Q. Begin at the first one of those raids which you wade and give us
an account of it?—A. In May, 1873, my command was with that of
Colonel Mackenzie's in the attack on an Indian village composed of
Lipans and Kickapoos. We attacked them about 7 o’clock in the
morning of the 18th of May, 1873, killed 19, captured 40 women and
children, and one chief, and 60 or 70 head of horses.

Q. Did you pursue those Indians#—A. No, sir; we went directly to
the village from our own side of the Rio Grande. :

Q. You have not stated how it came to your knowledge that these
horses were there or why it was that the attack was made upon the vil-
lage.~—A. The Indians had been stealing and murdering on the Ameri-
can side of the Rio Grande, and it came to the knowledge of the military
authorities, and in order to prevent it and to assist the people of the
frontier, the attack was made on this village. No trail whatever was
followed at that time.

Q. What did you do with the 60 horses that were recaptured 7—A.
They were brought to our side of the river and were turned over to th
owners, who made affidavits, I believe, as to their property. The India
prisoners, I think, were sent to Kansas to the Kickapoo reserve. They
were all Kickapoos, with one exception, and he was a Lipan chief.

Q. Can you tell how many of those horses were restored to their own-
ers1—A. I should say that 40, or perhaps more, horses were restored.
I cannot say definitely, as the turning them over to the proper owners
was not a matter within my control.

Q. Do you know what part of the country those Indians inhabited at
that time #—A. Yes, sir; they were living at a place called Rimolino,
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at the head of the San Rodriguez River, in Mexico, ahout south-south-
west from Fort Clark, and about forty miles from the river.

Q. Both tribes?—A. Yes, sir; both tribes. They were encamped
about a mile apart.

Q. Diad these Kickapoos originally belong there 1—A. No, sir; they
are American Indians. They had been residing for years within the
territory of the United States. Their reserve (Kickapoos) I think is in
Kansas or in the southern part of the Indian Territory.

Q. Proceed with your account of the second raid.—A. About the 1st
of June, 1876, Colonel Shafter’s command, consisting of about 5 com-
panies of cavalry, was encamped on the Rio Grande, about 60 miles above
the mouth of the Pecos River. While in camp at that place, Colonel
Shafter started me across the river with three Seminoles and two Mexi-
cans for the purpose of spying out or reconnoitering the whereabouts of
Indian villages which we supposed were then in the mountains within
60 or 80 miles of the river. On leaving his command I found some
Indian sign, but nothing that would indicate that there was any vil-
lage near about. I returned to his command in about 4 or 5 days and
reported the result. He started me out afterward (the next day, I think)
with three or four Seminole scouts and two Mexicans. I went in a
southerly direction, found fresh sign of Indians, returned to his camp
on the Rio Grande and reported the fact. He crossed the river the
following day, and went to the point in'the Sierra Carmel, but was un-
able to find a village. He returned in a few days to the American shore,
and sent me with 29 Seminole scouts and one Mexican in a westerly
direction. I crossed the Rio Grande below San Carlos, an Indian vil-
lage on the Mexican shore, about 50 miles below Del Norte. Before
crossing to the Mexican shore 1 found camps of Indians which had been
recently abandoned. Thesign indicated that they had crossed to the
American side of the Rio Grande. On reaching our side I found 15
horses secreted at the mouth of a cafion, the Indians having discovered
us and fled to the north. I followed their trail some two or three days,
when (my horses being worn-out) I abandoned it and returned to
Colonel Shafter’s camp on the Pecos River. That is the third expedition.
. In July, 1876, Colonel Shafter Jeft his camp on the Pecos River,
about the 20th of the month, and crossed the Rio Grande 25 miiles
above the mouth of the Pecos River, at a point known as the Eagle’s
Nest Crossing. We marched south for some five or six days, and on
the night of July 29th he gave me the command of twenty enlisted men
of Company B, Tenth Cavalry, and twenty of my scouts and one com-
missioned officer, and directed me to proceed to the south and to try
and hunt up an Indian village, which we supposed was then located on
the San Antonio River. I left his command at 4.20 p. m.; marched at
a brisk walk, trot, and gallop until three o’clock the next morning,
July 30th. We made camp in a brush thicket near the river, and at
the first appearance of day we discovered an Indian camp, distant about
g mile. 1 had my men saddled up underneath the cover of the trees,
and shortly afterwards we attacked the camp, killed fourteen Indians
. on the field, captured four squaws and ninety-six horses and mnules, and
destroyed their entire village. Then we marched towards the Rio
Grande, and joined Colonel Shafter’s command. The following day,
July 31st, Colonel Shafter returned to the American shore, and sent me
off on another expedition into Mexico.

Q. State what tribe of Indians these were.—A. The Indians who were
attacked were the Lipans.

Q. Are they Mexican Indians ?—A. No, sir; they are American Indi-

47




TEXAS BORDER TROUBLES. e 189
ans. Before the war they lived on a United States reserve in the State
of Texas,

Q. You have no personal knowledge of the disposition of the horses
that were taken fromm the Indians?—A. Yes. There were ninety-six
horses and mules captured. They mostly had American brands, and
they were turned over to the claimants residing on our side of the Rio
Grande, with some few exceptions. All that were claimed, however,
were turned over to the owners.

Q. Did you bring the whole of them back to the American side?—A.
Yes; with the exception of four or five that may have been killed or
dropped on the road.

Q. You may proceed now with your narrative.—A. On July 31st I
reported to Col. Shafter at an arroyo, known as the Zorro Cafion, in
Mexico, and the following day, August 1st, I left his command and pro-
ceeded to a water-hole about ten miles distant from the Rio Grande, in
Mexico, for the purpose of watching for Indians who were then kunown
to be raiding on our side of the river. There I remained three or four
days, and on the morning of the 4th of Aungust two of my men discov-
ered a party of Indians coming to the north of us marching up the cafion.
I immediately had my men saddled up, and endeavored to intercept the
Indians, but we were discovered. The Indians dropped their herd of
horses, numbering, 1 think, fifteen horses and mules, and made good
their escape. These Indians were Lipans, and they were returning at
the time from a raid into Texas. They had stolen horses at Dennis,
Guihi, New Fountain, and the settlements between the Rio Grande and
San Antonio.

I returned in a few days afterward to the American side of the river,
and reported to Colonel Shafter, at his supply camp on the Pecos. I
think that thet is about the fourth raid. The total number of horses
and mules captured by me within three weeks or about that time was
127 head. They were all taken back to the American side of the river,
with some few exceptions, where we were compelled to drop them by the
way. With those exceptions they were all brought to our side of the
river, and turned over to citizens who claimed them, on their making
allidavits that they were their property. Those horses that were not
claimed were given to guides as part payment for their services, and
some few of them were also given to officers and scouts.

The next raid or crossing of the Rio Grande was in Janunary, 1877.
On December 31, 1876, the Indians made a raid and stole 42 head of
horses from a citizen living within 7 miles of Fort Clark, and from
other parties, gathering up about 20 head more. I was sent out from
the garrison with 10 Seminole scouts on the 2d of January, 1677, struck
the Indian trail about ten o’clock of the same day, and in four days fol-
lowed them to the Rio Grande. The distance was about 40 miles,
but the Indians were very cunning and drove their stock over very
rough, broken country, and also over country where horses and cattle
ranged, so that we were thereby delayed in following the trail. The
Indians, on nearing the Rio Grande, collected up some 200 or 300 head
of cattle, mostly owned by American citizens living at San Felipe, Tex.,
three or four miles distant from the mouth of Devil’s River, and they
crossed the cattle along with their herd of horses. About the 5th or 6th
of January I reported to Colonel Schafter, at Fort Clark, the fact of the
crossing of these Indians, and, by his direction, I returned to my com-
mand on the Rio Grande, took the trail across the river, and followed
them some 20 or 30 wiles into Mexicr. I was instructed to do that and
to save distance if possible, because a larger command was then en route
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to the crossing of the river, being sent out for the purpose of following
up this party of Indians. I crossed with my command some 10 miles
below the crossing made by the Indians, so as to save distance, and on
January the 12th a party under the command of Captain Keys, of the
Tenth Cavalry, numbering about 200 men, crossed the river, and I eou-
ducted them by a near route to a water-hole near the mountains, thus
saving about 15 miles marching. :

We followed the trail into Mexico about 125 miles, marching around
through the mountains, and on the 18th of January, I think between 2
and 3 p. m., we made camp ; but, unfortunately, very near to the camp
of Indians who discovered us and ran.

The following morning we broke camp early, and shortly after found
the abandoned camp of the Indians. We also found where they had
killed (it was estimated by scouts) about 100 head of the cattle which
they had stolen from the American side. We found the heads and
the boues and also found some of the meat drying. In their haste
to escape they had left portions of their camp and camp equipage,
and, I think, three horses, two of which were stolen from citizens who
were living at or near Fort Clark, and whose stock had been stolen on
the 31st of December, 1876. We returned to the American shore about
the 23d of January. That winds up my next trip. These Indians were
composed of Lipans and Mescalero Apaches. The Apaches are sup-
posed to be American Indians, although the State of Chihuahua is well
tilled up with them, and they are very troublesome there; but they
properly inhabit Arizona, New Mexico, and the lower part of California.

Q. Do these Indian tribes remain in Mexico permanently, or do they
go there periodically from the United States —A. My belief is (and I
have been on the 1ndian frontier between ten and eleven years) that
they live in Mexico. They confess themselves that they eannot live on
the American side, as the troops annoy them constantly.

Q. Do any of these Indians belong to reservations?—A. No, sir;
although some of the Lipans are at present on a reserve on this side of
the river at Fort Griffin, Texas. There are bands of Kickapoos at pres-
ent in Mexico, some few of them, but they are mostly on the reserves
in the northern part of the Indian Territory or in Kansas. There are
some few Apaches on reserves in the Indian Territory and some on
reserves in New Mexico—for instance, on the Fort Stanton reserve.
There are five bands of Indians on the Mexican shore, none or very few
of whom have ever been on reservations. 1 have followed them for years
and years and fought them, and know their ch efs. The name of ‘the
present chief of the Lipan Indians is Washa.Lobo. This Indian and his
people reside most of the time near Saragossa in Mexico. They steal
constantly on the American side and have done so for years. They
came over and made two raids in 1876. On one of these raids they killed
thirteen men and one woman. That was in September and October,
1876, and in the months of April and May of the same year the same
party of Indians (Washa Lobo’s) came over and killed twelve men.
‘Washa Lobo is a cunning fellow. When we left the Rio Grande on the
27th of December he was then in front of the town of San Felipe. We
were very anxious then to get a drive at him, but you, gentlemen, fright-
ened us a little about the Rio Grande affairs. Washa Lobo’s party of
men does not exceed thirty. There is also a tribe of Mescalero Apaches
residing near Del Norte, Mexico, under a chief known as Magnus Colo-
rado. He has from forty to sixty men. These Mescalero Apaches are
maranding Indians. There are also three parties of Indians living at
or near San Carlos, about fifty miles below Del Norte. San Carlos is an
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Indian town distant about eighteen miles from the Rio Grande in the
State of Chihuahua. One party is under a chief by the name of Tejano.
There is also a party of Mescalero Indians living at or near the same
place under a chief named Leon. There is also a party residing at or
near the same place under a chief named Cheno. There is also a party
living south of San Carlos, about sixty miles in the Sierra Carmel, nnder
a chief known as Alsate. All of these Indians depredated on the Amer-
izcan side of the river. The total number of them I suppose to be about
25 men.

The next raid that took place was on July 1, 1877. When returning
from an expedition in the mountains, up the Rio Grande, on the Amer-
ican side, on the 29th of June, two of my men found an Indian trail be-
tween the Pecos and the Rio Grande, distant about 70 miles from the
mouth of the Pecos. On the 30th of June I took the trail with my
scouts, numbering about 35, followed it that day to the Rio Grande and
crossed the river. We crossed on a raft of logs, the river being very
high at the time. We took the trail on the following morning, July 1,
followed it about 30 miles, and camped on the trail after dark. The fol-
lowing morning, July 2, we saddled up before daylight, continued on
the trail, and discovered tlie Indians a few miles distant. We attacked
them, captured 23 horses, killed one Indian, wounded 3, and returned
to the American side of the river on the 4th of July. This party ot In-
dians was composed of Lipans and Mescaleros. They had been steal-
ing stock in Kerr County, Texas, and had wounded one boy, who was
placed in the post-hospital at Fort Clark, Texas, and received treatment
from the post-surgeon. That was the first crossing that was made after
the President’s order. y

The next crossing was in October last. On the 26th of October three
guides, who had been in Mexico for the purpose of finding the exact
locality of an Indian village, reported at my camp on the Rio Grande
that the Indians were then camped about 20 miles west of the city of
Saragossa. A day or two previous to that three of my Seminole scouts
who had been up the Rio Grande about 120 miles reported to me that
they had fopnd three or four small Indian trails where the Indians had
crossed and gone into Texas, mostly on foot, wearing moccasins, and
that the Indians had fired the grass in eight or ten places within a dis-
tance of 50 miles, both on the Mexican and American side of the Rio
Grande. That is very frequently the case in Texas and in Mexico. The
Indians, in order to hide their trail, will set fire to the grass, which burns.
very rapidly, and this obliterafes a small trail. About 1 p. m.’of that
day, October 26, I crossed the Rio Grande with about 91 men. I was.
acting at the time under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Shafter, com-
manding the post of Fort Clark. On reaching the Mexican shore Ool-
onel Shafter came in person and informed me that he would cross with
a command and be at the head of the San Diego River, in Mexico, to
support me on the morning of October 28, I think.

Before crossing the Rio Grande, I had sent $15 to a Mexican, living in
Mexico, who was then trading and had been for years with the Indians.
This money was sent to enable himn to purchase articles to take to the
Indian camps and find out their exact localities. It had been sent to
him some two weeks before I crossed the river. The three guides who
reported to me stated that this man would meet me at the head of the
San Rodriguez River, at about 8 or 9 o’clock on the night of the 27th.
I reached the place about the hour of 7 or 8, but no Mexican guide was.
to be found. I secreted my command in a live-oak thicket, and remained.
at that place during the night of the 27th, and all the day of the 28th
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until about 11 o’clock in the night, when (as the Mexican trader did not
join me) I started out to hunt the Indian camp. We took the trot and
gallop until near daylight, and at a point situated within a few miles of
the city of Saragossa (which is about 40 miles from Eagle Pass, Tex.),
we found, about sunrise, some sign of the Indian village, and we marched
up the bed of a stream known as the Perdido (or Lost Creek), and about
7 o’clock we discovered the Indian village. The Indians at the time
were on the move. We went for them; that is, we pitched into them
without any delay, and after a hard run of about 4 or 5 miles we cap-
tured three squaws, a boy, and a girl, 15 horses and 2 mules. We
burned the Indian village and started for the head of the San Diego
River, in Mexico, the point at which Colonel Shafter had directed me to
report to him. We marched all day at a fast walk and trot, and made
camp about 9 o’clock at the head of that river, 42 miles distant, but
could not find Colonel Shafter’s command. We broke camp the follow-
ing morning, October 30, a little after sunrise, and started for the Rio
Grande. As I was moving from my camp some of my scouts spied a
column of Mexican troops following our trail. We continued on our
course, and shortly afterward discovered a heavy dust on our right,
which proved to be that of the command of Colonel Shafter, to whom
I there reported. That finishes this expedition.

Q. You did not encounter the Mexican troops, did you?—A. No, sir.

Q. What did Colonel Shafter’s command consist of #—A.. It consisted
of about six or seven companies of cavalry, numbering in all about
450 men, inclusive of my command.

Q. Could you form any estimate of the strength of the Mexican
troops 7—A. Yes. The Mexican command we supposed to number
about 75 or 100 men. Colonel Shafter had been in camp and the herds
were out grazing, and in running them in, when they saw us and the
Mexicans, there was quite aheavy dust raised, which attracted our atten-
tion. Colonel Shafterimmediately brokecampand directed me to take the
course to the point where I had crossed the Rio Grande. We took a
brisk walk and crossed the river that night about 12 or 1 o’clock. The
Mexican command followed us for a few miles, and then retired.

Q. Was there any disposition on the part of the Mexican troops to
attack you?—A. The Mexican troops showed no disposition to engage us,

By Mr. MARSH:
Q. How close did they follow you?!—A. They kept about a mile in

our rear. r
Q. Were they in sight all the time?—@. Yes, sir.

By Mr. MAISH :

Q. Did you hurrry to get away from them —A. No, sir.

Q. What did Colonel Shafter do after you left him #—A. Colonel Shaf-
ter had his command saddle ug. He directed me to take the course toward
the point where we had crossed the Rio Grande. We marched that
day about 30 or 40 miles, and crossed the river about 12 or 1 o’clock in
the night. Colonel Shafter crossed with me at the same point.

Q. You were all together —A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the Mexicans marched in your rear $—A. Yes; they followed
us for a few miles.

Q. Do you know why Shafter crossed into Mexico with so large a body
of men to support you ?—A. Yes, sir. This Indian camp was supposed
to number at the time 40 men well armed, and Colonel Shafter thought
that I might have some wounded meun with me, and for that reason he
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-told me that he would cross the Rio Grande to render me assistance if
needed.

Q. He had some knowledge of the existence of the Mexican troops
there, had he 7—A. Yes, sir., Two hundred Mexican troops were en-
camped within a few miles of the Indian village, and had been for weeks
and weeks.

Q. And Colonel Shafter’s object was to come to your assistance if
they should attack you?—A. I could have gotten away from the Mexi-
cans; I am accustomed to that kind of work; but in case I had wounded
men with me I might be pressed, and should of course, dislike very
much to leave my wounded behind. So far as the Mexican troops were
concerned, I do not think that Colonel Shafter had any fear that they
would gain any advantage over my command. In fact, I should not
have fought them unless they had brought it on.

Q. What number of men had you with you?—A. Ninety-one men.

Q. And the Mexicans had 200?—A. Yes; but their horses were all
poor; I knew it at the time, and I could have evaded them easily.

Q. Were they regular Mexican troops ¥—A. Yes, sir; regular troops
of the Mexican army.

Q. Do you know who commanded them?—A. I think they were at
that time under the command of General Falcon, stationed at Piedras
Negras, on the Rio Grande, opposite Fort Duncan, Texas.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Q. You thought your 90 men equal to their 200 2—A. Yes, sir; their
horses were very poor, and I thought I could evade them all. I knew
the country as well as the Mexicans or Indians, as I have been on that
frontier upward of ten years.

By Mr. BRAGG :

Q. Do you think that Colonel Shafter came across the Rio Grande
with'a body of 300 men for the simple purpose of assisting your 91 men
to esape from the attack of about 40 Indians$—A. No, sir; not solely.
Another object was, in case I had wounded men with me and was pur-
sued, to intimidate the Mexicans and prevent them attacking me. Col-
onel Shafter did not wish to bring his troops in contact with the Mexican
troops ; he tried to evade it, in fact.

Efe aud General Falcon were on good terms, and had a good
understandmg at the time #—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. MAISH :

Q.Y Some notice of that raid was taken by the Mexican Government?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the complaint about it?—A. General Falcon made a
complaint (as I saw in the papers) that American troops had crossed
and had attacked an Indian village near one of the Mexican towns or
cities in which were stationed regular troops of the Mexican Govern-
ment, But I was informed that at the time he gave instructions to his
officer in command of the troops not to molest the American troops of
the line. He was fearful at the time that there might be a party or par-
ties of revolutionists crossing over from the Texas side, and for that
reason he was cautious. Escobedo had been endeavoring to raise a
force of revolutionists in Texas in opposition to President Diaz, and
also a Mexican revolutionist by the name of Pedro Valdez.

Q. You have not stated very clearly what his complaint was.—A. T
do not know it. I paid very little attention to it at the time. I was

3TT

52



194 TEXAS BORDER TROUBLES.

constantly in the field, and I have no recollection of the particalars of
his complaint. Minister Foster forwarded papers relating to it.

By Mr. BRAGG:

Q. Was it a fact that the complainty made by the Mexicans were of
8o little consequence that you did not attend to them $—A. No, sir; L
thought of Falcon’s complaint for some time afterward, as I was an in-
terested party, and I did not know how our officials might look upon
my action in the matter.

Q. Were you not a little fearful that you had transgressed some of
the regulations that ought to control between this government and
Mexico t—A. No, sir; I had acted under the orders of my commanding
officer, and I was delighted to have such an opportunity. It was peace
times, and we had nothing to do but to fight Indians.

I omitted in my narrative one raid which took place some time before
that. About the last of July, I think, Mexican thieves stole cattle and
horses from a ranch at the mouth of Piedra Pinta in Texas, and crossed
them into Mexico above Newtown. The total number of animals stolen
by them was about thirty oxen and horses. Colonel Shafter, command-
ing at Fort Clark, sent me to the point of crossing with one hundred
and fifteen men. It rained very heavily the night before, and the trail
was almost entirely obliterated.- I was directed to remain at that point,
and to show the Mexican troops the point of crossing, in case they came
up from below, as Colonel Shafter informed me that he had telegraphed
to General Falcon. The Mexican troops did not come to the peint, as it
was hoped they would, and, acting under instructions from Colonel
Shafter, I marched down the river about two days (fifty or sixty miles),
and then returned to near the mouth of Sycamore Creek, about twelve
miles above the mouth of the Pinta. On the night of the 3d of August I
received instructions to cross the river, and to try and find the cattle
and horses which had been stolen. I crossed over about 12 o’clock,,mid-
night; marched to near the head of the San Diego River, about twenty
miles ; reached it at daylight, and shortly afterward found five horses
bearing American brands, which had been stolen from the Texas side.
I recrossed the river about 12 o’clock on the 4th of August and reported
to Colonel Shafter, who was at the point of crossing with several com-
panies of cavalry to cover my crossing,and the following day we returned
to Fort Clark. That is everything relating to that raid (which I had
omitted in my narrative.)

Q. Was it not with reference to that crossing, and to the transaction
at Sycamore, that affidavits were taken at Fort Clark before you left
there —A. No, sir; not that I know of.

By Mr. MAISH :

Q. In reference to crossing in violation of the order—with which Col-
onel Shafter was charged —A. No, sir; we had reference to the cross-
ing before that, in October.

Q. You have not finished your raids yet ¥—A, No, sir; there are two
more. About the middle of October last I left Fort Clark with 34 Sem-
inole scouts, 1 Mexican guide, 1 Lipan squaw, and acting assistant sar-
geon Dr. Wolf, and proceeded on a scout up the Rio Grande, acting
under instructions from Colonel Shafter, commanding the post. On
reaching the Pecos River, distantabount 140 miles, about the 22d of Octo-
ber, two scouts, who had been sent out about forty days before, reported to
me at that point that they had found where a party of Indians had been
camped but afew days béfore, below San Carlos, Mex.,on the Rio Grande,
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the Indians being camped on both sides of the Rio Grande. They stated
to me that the Indians had moved south into Mexico, in the direction
of Colorado Peak, near the Sierra Carmel. I immediately left my camp
on the Pecos, marched to the Rio Grande, and crossed at a point known
as the lower point of the Sierra Pachona. I crossed the river on Octo-
ber 28, I think, and within 10 miles of the river we found where 2
Indians riding mules had passed about two weeks before, going toward
the settlement in Texas. I continued on my course south, made a dry
camp that night in a mountain pass, left camp the following morning
before daylight, continued south, and about 12 o’clock in the day found
three Indian trails. The first was that of an Indian village moving
south, about three weeks old; the second was that of an Indian village
moving northwest, about 7 days old ; and the third was that of 7 horses
and 2 mules, made the night before,

The following day, October 30, we took the trail which had been made
about 24 hours before, followed it for three days, and came on an Indian
village on the Texas side of the Rio Grande about 5 o’clock in the after-
noon. The Indians discovered us about 3 miles distant, and commenced
running off their herds of horses and cattle. The horses alone num-
bered, as we supposed, about 200. The Indians came down on our side
of the river below their camp and attacked us as we were moving up
to their camp a little before sundown. We checked them up at the
time, and found that the country was so rough and broken that we
could not get at them, the cliffs in places being about 1,000 feet high.

Not knowing the number of these Indians, I deemed it best for the
safety of my command to leave the cafion of the Rio Grande, and
I marched back about 7 or 8 miles, and went into camp in an open
place about 1 o’clock at night. One packed mule with a pack fell over
a bluff which was supposed to be 200 or 300 feet high. We crossed the
Rio Grande 3 or 4 days afterward, and on reaching the Pecos River I
sent two scouts with a letter to Colonel Shafter, or rather his acting
assistant adjutant-general, at Fort Clark. On reaching the head of
Devil’s River, a few days later, I received instructions from Colonel
Shafter directing me to camp at Pecan Springs, and to await the arrival
of troops, which he had sent out under Oaptain Young, of the Eighth
g:.glalry, to whom I was ordered to report. That is the end of that ex-

ition.

Captain Young left Pecan Springs about the 16th of the month, and
I accompanied him. We followed the trail made by us, crossed the Rio
Grande into Mexico,and reached the point where we had attacked the In-
dian village. We reached it on the 23d of the month, the trail then
being twenty-three days old. The second day afterwards the trail
crossed into Mexico. We followed it for some five or seven days, and
surprised the Indians on the 29th of November (Thanksgiving day) in
the Sierra Carmel. We killed two Indians, wounded three, captured
about thirty head of horses and mules, and destroyed the village. This
party of Indians was that of Alsate, a Mescalero Apache, whom I have
meuntioned before. He is called the most cunning Indian on all the
frontier of Texas and Mexico, and that was the first time that he had ever
been hit. He is about sixty years of age, and is as cunning as a fox.
He always camps on the highest peaks, even if they are a mile or more
in height. The reason he was so careless at that time was that the
weather was extremely cold, so much so that the water in our canteens
was frozen, and the canteens burst asunder. We recrossed the river a
few days later, and arrived at Fort Clark on the 16th of December.
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That is the last expedition that I have Lbeen on across the river. I
think that I have enumerated them all.

Q. Were you not in some way connected with the raid which Captain
MecNally made 3—A. No, sir; he was ou the Lower Rio Grande and I
was on the Upper.

Q. It was only on one occasion, then, that you encountered Mexican
raiders and thieves ¥—A. Only on one occasion.

Q. Is this country where you have been making these raids inhabited
by Mexicans 3—A. No, sir; there is a space of country there about
two hundred miles in extent in which no one but Indians lives.

Q. There are no civil authorities there 2—A. No, sir.

Q. No Mexican authorities either to countenance the raids or to give
aid to your forces —A. No, sir; there is no one living in the country
other than Indians. Even portions of it are unexplored. The Sara-
gossa raid, the one from which so much trouble resulted in diplomatic
circles, is the only one in which we were near settlements, with the ex-
ception of that of Colonel Mackenzie in 1873, which was near the town
of Rimolino.

Q. What is the character of the population on the Texas side of the
Rio Grande in that country 3->-A. They are a mixed population, mostly
Americans ; some few Mexicans.

Q. Are there a good many ranches along there —A. There are none
above the mouth of Devil’s River. San Felipe is the upper settlement
on the Rio Grande next to Fort Clark. From San Felipe on the Rio
Grande there is but one settlement on the Texas side for five hundred
miles.

Q. How far is San Felipe above Fort Clark —A. Thirty miles, nearly
west,

Q. At any time during your experience in that part of the country,
did the Texas Rangers co-operate with you?—A. No, sir; they have
never co-operated with the troops to my knowledge, more than this:
There is a party of them numbering 20 stationed about 50 miles north
from Fort Clark, at a deserted camp known as Camp Wood, on the
Nueces River. They co-operate to this extent, that whenever Indians
are known to be in the neighborhood, they inform the commanding
officer at Fort Clark, and in one instance, I think, within the past year,
they captured horses from Indiansin Texas. I have never known them
to cross the river.

Q. Do you know of any instance where our troops have aided the
civil authorities in Texas in capturing thieves 3—A. Yes, sir; I have
not mentioned a number of instauces in which I myself have helped

Q. You may mention them.—A. The State of Texas was under mar-
tial law at the time, and of course the military authorities were supreme.
In January, 1877, I accompanied the sheriff of Kinney County with 20
men to make arrests.

Q. Did he make the arrests 7—A. No, sir; he was in pursuit of
thieves who numbered about as many men as my command, which num-
bered about 20. The thieves heard of our comiug and made good their
escape, and subsequently most of them went to Colorado. They were
murderers and horse-thieves.

* Q. Were they Americans ?—A. Mostly Americans, I think, and per-
haps some few Mexicans were among them.

Q. Was there any other case of that sort?—A. I think there were
other cases, but I do not recollect them just at present. .

Q. When was the State of Texas under martial law —A. Immedi-
_ ately after the rebellion.
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Q. Have you been on the frontier from that time on to the present?—
A. Yes, sir; I have been on the frontier ten or eleven years. 1 have
not been out of the State of Texas excepting in Mexico from the time
I went there in 1867 until the present time.

Q. What is the condition of things among the inhabitants of Texas
in the vicinity of Fart Clark? Are property and life secure there, as
they are in a well-organized country 2—A. No, sir. Life and property
are very insecure, but the country is settling up ; many are coming in
with capital. Some are engaged in the raising of goats, sheep, and
cattle, but it is so insecure that many men with families will not
venture there. For instance, I have already said that last September
and October the Lipan Indians crossed over the Rio Grande, and in one
raid there killed thirteen men and one woman, and it was said that that
one raid caused 250 families to turn back, who were at the time en route
to Western Texas to settle.

Q. What is the nature of the country there? What is it best adapted
for3—A. Western Texas is best adapted for grazing, although in Kin-
ney County alone, in which Fort Clark is situated, there are 20,000
acres under irrigation. ;

Q. Where the land is cultivated is irrigation necessary #¥—A. Yes,
sir, generally ; although thére are low bottom-lands which prodace in
wet seasons very good crops.

Q. What kind of cropsf—A.. Principally corn and vegetables.

Q. Is it prairie land?—A. No, sir; there are some extensive prairies,
but it is principally a rolling country.

Q. Is there timber on it %—A. There is very little timber in Western
Texas; there is some timber on the streams, but Western Texas border-
ing on the Rio Grande, more particularly above the mouth of Devil’s
River, is quite rough and broken and well adapted for grazing. In fact,
the Pecos River Valley is said to be as good a grazing country as any
portion of the State.

Q. Can you give us some idea of the population to the square mile
- in that eountry for, say, 100 miles along the Rio Grande?—A. I know
a portion of it where there is not a man within 100 miles; for instance,
above the mouth of Devil’s River.

Q. How is it immediately in the vicinity of Fort Clark ¥—A. It is

settling up rapidly. Many are engaged in agriculture principally hy
irrigation. There are some stock-men in that locality.
- Q. Where do these maranders steal their cattle i—A. In the settle-
ments principally, between the Rio Grande and San Antonio. The
valleys that are subject to these raids are the Frio, the Sabanal, the
Hondo, the Leone, the Carisa, the Pendencia, and others which I do not
call to mind.

Q. How do these Indians collect the cattle in Texas; in what num-
ber do they enter Texas, and what is their method of operations 1—A.
The Indians cross the Rio Grande in parties of from two up to thirty-
five or forty. I think that I have never known more than thirty-five to
cross at one time. They invariably come in on foot, wearing moccasins,
although I have known one or two instances where they have brought
in one horse carrying their packs. They work east from the Rio
Grande through the rough, broken country, through cedar-breaks and
through brush. During the day-time they hide or stay on the top of
the highest peaks or mountains, and when the moon is nearly or quite
full they come down. I have known them to gather up within one or
two nights 200 head of horses. Then they put out, driving night and
day, and cross the Rio Grande generally within four days and nights.
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Q. They drive the cattle very rapidly —A. Not cattle, but horses.
They cbange from one horse to another. They ride bare-back. They
have no saddles whatever. They take a piece of rawhide from cattle
which they kill while on the Texan side, put a string of it over the
head of a horse and pass a piece of wood through the horse’s mouth
for a bit, and use a strip of rawhide for a bridle-rein, and in this way
they will travel from 60 to 80 miles in a day and night.

Q. Are those raids on the increase or on the decrease 3—A. They are
on the decrease, more particularly since the order was issued by the
Executive to follow the raiders across the river into Mexico.

Q. Had Escobedo anything to do with those raids %—A. No, sir; I
think not.

Q. What arm of the service is most efficient for preventing these
raids 9—A. Cavalry, exeept in a very rough, broken country. When
operating in a very rough, broken country, horses are an impediment.
For instance, in the last Indian fight that I mentioned, on the 29th of
November, the troops dismounted, left their horses two miles back, and
walked over a mountain nearly a mile in height and attacked the Indi-
ans on foot.

Q. Do you approve of the policy of having posts there, or would you
patrol the Rio Grande? In other words, do you think that the method
pursued by the Army there now is the best for preventing those raids ¥—
A. I would be in favor of establishing more posts.

Q. Do you think there are any other posts necessary ¥—A. Yes, sir;
I have often thought of it and have often heard it discussed that a post
is necessary above San Felipe. There is an extent of country of 500
miles on this side without inhabitants intheentire district. There isbut
one very small settlement of a few houses opposite the Mexican town
of Del Norte. Indians cross invariably above the mouth of Devil’s
River and pass through this uninhabited country making for the settle-
ments. In fact, I have known them to steal within 25 miles of San An-
tonio within the last nine months.

Q. These Indians do not number very high ?—A. No, sir. .

Q. Would it be possible, if there were a sufficient force, to annihilate
them entirely 7—A. No, sir; they are too cunning. They can hide their
families in the rocks and fastuesses of the mountains, and it is almost
impossible to get at them. They have no regular villages whatever.
They are broken up into small bands, and the country is so very rough
and broken that it is very difficult, indeed, to strike them.

Q. The raids are principally made from this portion of Mexico that
you speak of?—A. Yes, sir; the Indian raids are all made from this
portion.

Q. You do not know that there are many Mexican raids made, do
you ?—A. No, sir; I know of a few instances of Mexicans crossing to
this side of the river. :

Q. Do you know what kind of Mexicans they were ¥—A. I know of
Cortina’s band crossing at the mouth of the Rio Grande, from hearsay,
bat know little of his raids. They have been less frequent within the
past year.

By Mr. BRAGG :

Q. What regiments on the Texas frontier are white and what colored ?
~-A, The Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Regiments of Infantry and
the Ninth and Tenth Regiments of Cavalry are colored ; all the rest are
white. ' .

Q. Tell us, from your experience, whether the civil authorities in
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Texas have used all of the civil power at their command to protect the
property of their citizens, or whether they are in the habit of simply
calling on the United States to discharge their police duties.—A. I think
that the civil authorities in Texas have done all that they could to pro-
tect the property and lives of the citizens. They have a good deal to
contend against there. Bloodshed is frequent. But invariably, when
raids are made from the other side, the authorities call upon the
military.

Q. Are the bands which come into Texas of such size and proportions
and so armed as to overawe the civil authorities ?—A. The bands that
come into Texas are quite small, and the civil authorities, or even the
citizens themselves, could join together and drive them back, but it is
difficult to find these bands, the country being so extensive.

Q. Then the necessity for Federal troops arises from the difficulty of
finding the raiding parties, rather than from the want of force necessary
to be employed in preventing the commission of the offenses ¥—A. Yes,
sir; on account of the country being so extensive and so varied. As I
have said, there is a portion of country above the mouth of Devil’s
River, extending four hundred miles and upward, in which there is but
one settlement, and that, I suppose, does not number twenty men.

Q. Bat still the State of Texas has a large population, has it not 1—
A. No, sir; very small indeed. :

Q. About what population does the census show Texas to havel—
A. 1 think that Texas now has more than a million. I think that in
the last census it numbered about nine hundred thousand, but the pop-
ulation has increased rapidly within the past few years. In fact, it is
stated that last year the increase was three hundred and fifty thousand.

Q. There is a village grown up at Fort Clark, is there not ¥—A. A
small village.

Q. What is it called ¥—A. Brackettville.

Q. What population has it ¥—A. About four hundred.

Q. In what business and occupations are the people engaged —A.
Somglare merchants, some stock-raisers, and there are a great many
gamblers.

Q. They thrive on the business made by the establishment and main-
}'.enance of a military post at that place 3—A. Principally, in that vil-

age. :

Q. Wherever a military post is established it furnishes a market for
the surrounding country $—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Aund for that reason it is considered a great benefit to have troops
stationed there $-—A. It is.

Q. And alargeincrease of military force in Western Texas would add
largely to the sources of wealth and prosperity of the people in that
eountry 1—A. Undoubtedly.

Q. It would furnish them markets?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And a cheap and easy way to get rich 7—A. Yes, 8ir.

Q. I see by aletter which I have been reading that at some time a
fight took place at the mouth of Sycamore Creek between Colonel Shaf-
ter’s troops and Mexicans —A. Yes, sir.

fQ. Has that been described by you?—A. Not by me. I know nothing
of it.

Q. When did that fight take place 3—A. I think in April last.

Q. Was it on the American soil ?—A. I think that the American
troops were encamped at the time on our side of the Rio Grande. The
Mexicans came down under a noted thief and murderer, against whom
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there are many indictments in Texas, by the name of Areolo, and fired
upon our troops in the morning.

Q. Did an engagement ensue —A. I think our troops returned the
fire. No one was hurt, to my knowledge.

Q. Did the troops use the Gatling gun ¥—A. No, sir.

Q. Who was in command of our troops ¥—A. I think a sergeant. I
do not know positively.

Q. Who is Oaptain Kelley ¥—A. A captain of the Tenth Cavalry, sta-
tioned at San Felipe.

Q. Has he command of that post #—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he at Sycamore —A. I think not.

Q. Does he, from his post, make raids into Mexico $—A. I think he
has crossed, or detachments of his company, in two instances.

Q. He is considered as among that class of officers on the frontier (if
there be such a class) who are anxious for active work $—A. I would
rather not answer that question. He is my superior officer.

. Q. Are you in the Tenth Cavalry —A. No, sir; I belong to the in-
antry.

Q. Captain Kelley is an intimate friend of Oolonel Shafter’s, is he
not —A. He is an officer under Colonel Shafter’s command. I cannot
say as to their intimacy.

Q. Is he not one in whom Colonel Shafter reposes a good deal of trust
and confidence ?—A. If I answered that question I might criticise my
superior officer.

Q. Do you not know that the persons who are - interested, or are sup-
posed to be interested in having a representation presented to this gov-
ernment of a condition of affairs there which might induce a crossing of
the border in force, have requested or desired that Captain Kelley should
be sent for so that he should present his views, he being a man favoring
such an interest —A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. I want to know it there is a distinetion among the officers on the
frontier into two classes, one of which is in favor of active work and
the other not in favor it #—A. There are many officers of the Army on
the frontier of Texas who are desirous of leading an active life. In fact,
the more opportunities there are of following raiders to the opposite
side, the better they are pleased. And there is also a class of officers,
I must say, who are not in favor of crossing the Rio Grande, and who
také much more pleasure in lying in garrison and doing garrison duty
than in being in the field.

Q. Is it not true that that class of officers of the Army on that frontier
who so thirst for active duty and for opportunities to pursue raiders,
would gladly avail themselves of an opportunity where they could cross
without any regard to raiders and engage hostile troops?—A. No, sir.
My belief is (and I have been on the frontier upward of ten years) that
there are no officers there who desire to bring on a conflict of arms with-

- out just cause.,

Q. I do not suppose 80; but what might seem just canse to one might
not to another.—A. Certainly.

Q. And an officer who thirsts for glory would scarcely be wiiling to
remain satisfied with the pursuit of a few vagabond Lipans when he
might get the opportunity to engage a respectable force and achieve a
victory?—A. Certainly ; of course there are those that have ambition.

Q. You have such men, I suppose, in the Army on the frontier $—A.
No, sir; I cannot say that there is any officer on the frontier who desires
a conflict between the two nations without just cause, although there
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are those stationed on the frontier who_ are ambitious and who wonld
like to have a good field to work in.

By Mr. MARSH :

Q. How far from Piedras Negras are these 225 Indians—A. The
nearest party of Indians to Piedras Negras is that of Washa Lobo, distant
about 35 or 40 miles. The other tribes reside from within 60 to 200
miles. :

Q. How many of them reside within 60 miles of Piedras Negras I—A.
Principally the Lipans, not to exceed 30. They are encamped mostly
near Saragossa.

Q. Do they recognize the authority of the Mexican Government 2—A.
Not in the least, to my knowledge.

Q. Those who are eamped so near to Saragossa, do they recognize the
civil 1av;tl.noz'it:ies f—A. Not at all. They trade with the people con-
stantly.

Q. Is there any effort made on the part of the Mexican authorities to
prevent these Indians stealing stock ¥—A. Notid the least. Extradition
papers were sent over last summer for Indians who were encamped
within a few miles of the town of Saragossa, but no attention whatever
was paid to them.

Q. Is the trade in the property stolen by Indians encouraged by the
Mexicans %—A. It is greatly encouraged. The Mexican authorities could
capture or kill all of the Lipans within a week if they so desired.

Q. Do the Indians there shun the Mexican authorities as if they were
afraid of them I—A. Not the least.

Q. Do they shun them as they do the American authorities 3—A. Not
at all. The Indians pass in and out of the town whenever they wish.
‘When I made the attack on them on the 29th of October there were 14
of the Indian men drunk in the town of Saragossa.

Q. And how many were sober outside in camp —A. Abount half of
the men were in camp, and some of those who were in camp were drunk
also. One of them, a noted thief and murderer, was given a close chase,
but he succeeded in escaping.

Q. And the Indians have no fear of arrest from the Mexican authori-
ties I—A. Not the least. I have known the Indians to take 150 head of
horses from the American side and camp within a milé of a Mexican
town—the city of Newtown, for instance—which is on the Rio Grande,
about 40 miles above Piedras Negras.

Q. Do you know how many regular troops are stationed now at Sara-
gossa ¥—A. I do not. I do not know that there are any.

Q. Have you ever known any effort on the part of the Mexican au-
thorities, civil or military, to return stolen property #—A. I have not;
but, to the contrary, I have heard American citizens say that they have
been to the town of Saragossa and have seen Indians riding their
horses and having them there for barter—the horses having their brands
upon them—and that they have called upon the alealde to have the
horses tarned over to them, and that he has positively refused to do so.

Q. Is the trade on the part of the Indians with Mexico in this prop-
erty stolen from Texas a considerable trade 3—A. It is a great trade.

QQ. Where do the Indians dispose of the horses and cattle which they
steal *—A. In Newtown, Saragossa, Rimolino, San Carlos, Del Norte,
and Santa Rosa.

Q. Where is Del Norte 7—A. Del Norte is 250 miles northwest of
Piedras Negras. San Carlos is 50 miles below Del Norte, and 18 miles
from the Rio Grande and about 200 miles from Piedras Negras.
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Q. Where is Rimolino —A. Rimolino is about 30 or 35 miles from
the Rio Grande—about 35 miles northwest of Piedras Negras.

Q. And those are the towns where the Indians dispose of this stolen
property 3—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Do I understand you to say that the people and authorities there
encourage them in that trade ¥-——A. They do, most assuredly.

Q. And that,if the authorities were so disposed they could very
readily put a stop to these raids —A. They could do it very readily.

Q. From your experience on that border, do you know of any other
way to suppress these stealings than by foflowing the Indians into
Mexican territory ¥—A. I do not, except, perhaps, holding the Mexican
Government responsible.

By the CHAIRMAN:

Q. Do you think that if we had possession of that eountry on the op-
posite side of the Rio Grande we could put a stop to these robberies —
A, We could do this much: We conld cause these Indians to move
farther back into the monntain-passes of the Sierra Madre or some other
of the ranges to the west—itarther from civilization.

Q. How long bave you been on that froutier 3—A. Upward of ten
years.

(). Has the American population increased or decreased on that
frontier since you have been there 3—A. It is increasing rapidly.

Q. Have these raids caused any portion of the country there to be
abandoned ¥—A. Yes, sir; for instance, the Frio and Sabanal Valleys.
They are a very good farming and stock country, and I have heard
Texans remark that they would not venture to live there with their fami-
lies, in a country so subject to raids and where life and property are so
insecure.

Q. Have the lands there ever been occupied f-—A. No, sir; but few
citizens have moved in, and many have left shortly after settling.
Many houses can be found there which have been abandoned.

Q. Were they built when the troops were stationed at those points ?
—A. No troops have ever been stationed permanently in these valleys.
Troops have been stationed to the west. In April and May, 1876, the
Lipans crossed over and killed twelve men, and in September and Oc-
tober of the sime year they crossed over and killed thirteen men and
one woman.

Q. And these raids have caused these grounds to be abandoned 3—
A. Certain portions have been abandoned. Other frontiermen, more
venturesome, have held on, and some have been killed, and those that
are there now are constantly losing their stock, more particalarly horses,

Q. If it were not for those Indian raids, wounld life be secure on that
frontier —A. I think so—quite secure; although it is a new country
and many desperate men and many criminals from justice flee there.
The class of people who come in there at times is very bad. Many flee
across into Mexico and reside on the Mexican side and try to avoid the
extradition laws.

Q. Aside from those Indian raids, you think that the Texas Govern-
ment would be able to keep good order on that frontier 1—A. Yes, sir.
The presence of troops, however, is very necessary there.

Q. Have raids been as frequent during the last year as they have
been in previous years I—A. No, sir; muoch less frequent; more par-
ticularly sinee the order was issued by the Executive to follow raiders
over the river. In fact, since the first of July, there have been very
few raids on this side—very few indeed.
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Q. Were there not comparatively few raids previeus to July —A.
They Egre constantly raiding.

Q. you think that more troops are needed on that frontier than
are there now —A. I know the frontier well, from the mouth of the
Rio Grande to New Mexico, but that is a question which I am not com-
petent to answer. There is such a vast country uninhabited, from the
mouth of Devil's River to the El Paso Valley, that some posts seem

‘necessary. In fact, if a post were built 125 or 175 miles above Fort

Duncan, it woeuld have a great tendency te stop the raiding of Indians.

Q. You have given the number of those Indian tribes that do the
raiding, making them all less than three hundred men #—A. My belief
is that they do not exceed two hundred and twenty-five men, although
I think that at times Indians from the Western part of Mexico—from
Chihuahua for instance—come into Texas and steal. For instince,’in
June, 1875, during one month, the Indians carried off from Texas up-
ward of a thousand head of horses. I found a series of trails that
covered a distance of 3 miles in the same month.

Q. There are now over four thousand troops on that frontier. Do you
not think that that is enough of an army to protect that frontier from
all the Indian raids 7—A. I should think so. It would appear to me
that that number of troops ought to be sufficient. It depends, however,
on what the orders are relative to following raiders. If we can cross
the river in pursuit of them, the raids can be prevented to a great extent.

Q. Do yon think that if we could cross the river in pursuit of them,
four thousand troops would be pecessary to put down that number of
Indians ¥—A. The Indians can come in and steal. They come in during
the dark of the moon and work on through the cedar-brakes toward the
settlements, and you might place all the troops in the Army on the
frontier and it would be very difficult to entirely prevent the Indians
doing this, more particularly if we are not allowed to follow them to
their bomes on the Mexican shore.

Q. If you are prevented from following them to their homes on the
Mexican side, you do not think that any number of troops can prevent
these thieves7—A. No, sir; the Indians will come in and steal in spite
of the troops. '

Q. And it is almost impossible to capture them in this mountainous
region that they flee to #—A. It is very difficult, indeed.

Q. You say that these Indians are on such friendly terms with the
Mexican authorities that you think the Mexican authorities could cap-
ture the Indians if they wished to T—A. Most assuredly. I haveknown
the Indians to live in the suburbs of the town of Saragossa. Last year
four different bands were living in San Carlos, an Indian town near the
Rio Grande.

Q. Do the Indians depredate any on the Mexican people?t—A. Very
seldom. They depredate principally on our side of the Rio Grande,
although I can cite instances where they have robbed and murdered
Mexicans. Bat,in doing 8o, they work well back from where they live—
three or four hundred miles, for instance,into Mexico—and the Mexicans
never know positively what Indians do the depredations. In the State
of Chihuahua there are a great many Indians living. It is a rough,
broken country, and the Apaches are very numerous there.

Q. Is not the good treatment which the Indians receive from the
Mexicans more a matter of necessity on the part of the Mexicans and
for their own safety 3—A. No, sir; the governor of the State of Chihua-
hua has a standing offer of $200 for every scalp of an Indian man pre-
sented, and $100 for the scalp of every woman and child.
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Q. Then he is doing his best to put an end to these troubles?—A.
The governor of the State of Chihuahua is, because the people there
suffer terribly from depredations committed by the Indians; but in the
State of Coahuila, lying south, they are not so much troubled by Indians,
and in fact many Mexicans are living in that State who make a good
livelihood from trading with the Indians,.and it is therefore not their
interest to have the Indians subdued. Saragossa and Piedras Negras
and Rimolino are in the State of Coahuila. ;

Q. Were you with. the command which went to Piedras Negras for
the purpose of releasing two men who were imprisoned there 3—A. No,
sir; I was encamped at that time above the mouth of Devil’s River on
the Rio Grande.

Adjourned.

JOHN L. BULLIS,
First Lieutenant, Twenty-fourth Infantry.

The following correspondence was ordered to be printed in the testi-
mony : :
Mr. Wilson to Mr. Fish.

No. 243.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Matamoras, July 22, 1876. (Received August 7.)

SIR : I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of correspondence
which bave passed between Charles A. McLane and William Scanlan,
a committee on behalf of the community of Brownsville, and General
Revueltaz, military commander of this city, and myself, in regard to the
alleged kidnaping of three persons near Brownsville, Tex., by a party
of armed men from Mexico. As it was feared that these persons would
be summarily shot, and there was considerable excitement in Browns-
ville in regard to the affair, I requested General Revueltez not to allow
any harm to befall the men until the manner of their apprehension could
be ascertained, as I understood that the governor of Texas had asked
the intervention of the government on the ground that the sovereignty
of the United States had been violated in the affair. I informed you by
telegraph of what I understood were the facts of the case.

* * * * * * *

Iam, &ec.
el THOMAS F. WILSON.

[Inclosure 1 in No. 243.]
Messrs. McLane and Scanlan to Mr. Wilson.

BROWNSVILLE, July 16, 1876—10 o’clock p. m.

Sir : We have the honor to inform you that it became known this afternoon in this
city that a party of armed Mexicans, said to be policemen of Matamoras, crossed into
Texas at the public ferry between this place and Matamoras, at the unusual hour of
two o’clock in the morning, and proceeded some three miles above here and kidnaped
three Mexicans, who had taken refuge on the American side of the river, named Marcos
Lopez, Candelario Jacindo, and Pedro Basquez, from the house of Jesus Lizardo, and
forcibly crossed them from the Texas side across the river into Mexico, where they are
now in the Matamoras prison. It is feared that they will be summarily dealt with by
the military commander of Matamoras. As there is reason to believe that the territory
ot the United States has been unlawfully invaded by these armed Mexicans in the
night time, and the persons named have been kidnaped and forcibly carried away, in
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In October 1877, Lieutenant Bullis and his Black Seminole Indian Scouts
followed a trail of Indian raiders from Texas, across the border into Mexico. He
found himself in a canyon ambush, forcing his retreat. On returning to Camp
Meyers Spring, he requested reinforcements from Fort Clark in order to return
into Mexico and continue the hunt for the raiding party that ambushed him and
his men. The reinforcements were sent and he returned into Mexico with those
units. The following documents are accounts by several officers included in that
short campaign. It is a very good account of the difficulties these men took on in
order to follow their mission of protecting Texas from Indian raiding parties, and
the extent they went to in order to carry out that mission.

In these reports they reference Carmel. That is now Mt Carmen Nature Preserve,
Coahuila, Mexico, southeast of Big Bend National Park.

These documents were acquired from, and are courtesy of the Seminole Negro
Indian Scouts website. You can visit their site, which contains more source
documentation, at the following web address:

https://www.seminolenegroindianscouts.org
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Fork Clark, Texas
December 18, 1877
To the Acting Assistant Adjutant General
District of the (An?)
Fort Clark, Texas
Sir -

In obedience to written and verbal instructions, dated and received from the district Commander
on the 4th day of November,[indecipherable], | started from the camp of the 8th Cavalry Battalion on the
Pinto, near Fort Clark, Texas, at 10 o’clock a.m. on the 10th of November, with Companies A. and K. 8th
Calvary, supplied with rations for thirty days, and forage to last the crossing of the Pecos, and proceeding
via the route indicated, arrived at Pecan Springs, near headwaters of Devil’s river, on the Clark and
Stockton road on the 13th. Lieut. Beck, with Company C, 10th Calvary; Lieut. Bullis, with his Seminole
negro scouts; Lieut. Clay, with a detachment of the 10th Infantry, reported to me and joined my command
at this point.

On the 14th, after distributing the rations and forage, the march was continued, and crossing the
Pecos River at Col Shafter’s [indecipherable]. (33.jpg) Paint Rock Springs on the 17th, Bullis and Clay
having done considerable hard work with their men between Pecan Springs and this point to get the
wagons over. On the 18th the animals were rested, cargoes for packed mules assorted, sick men,
unserviceable horses, and six days rations for the Entire command were turn over to Lieut. Clay, who
was, with his detachment, to remain at this point. On the 19th the wagons were started back to Clark for
supplies, and | moved toward the Rio Grande with a command, made up as follows: Company A, 8"
Calvary, Capt. Wells, commanding, Lieut. Phelps and forty-seven enlisted men; fifty-two horses and
twelve pack mules. Company K., 8" Calvary, Lieut. Geddes, 25" Infantry, commanding, Lieut. Guest and
thirty-seven enlisted men; forty-six horses and thirteen pack mules. Company C, 10" Calvary, Lieut. Beck
commanding, forty-eight enlisted men; forty-nine horses and eleven pack mules; and Lieut. Bullis with
thirty-seven Seminole negro scouts, and one Lipan squaw, and one Mexican (guides), and thirty-three
horses and eleven pack mules — in all, eight officers, including assistant Surgeon Comegys, United States
Army, one (34.jpg) hundred and sixty two enlisted men and (2) two guides with (15) fifteen days rations
;to find, if possible, the Indians that had attacked Bullis on the 1% of the month.

These Indians had stolen some animals belonging to a man, by the name of Briscoe, in San
Felipe, crossed into Mexico, and re-crossed to Texas, where, on the north bank of the Rio Grande, they
had apparently established their winter quarters in an almost inaccessible net-work of bluffs, peaks, cliffs,
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boulders and cafions, about (100) on hundred miles distant from San Carlos and a little East of North from
that point. From the last best information obtainable, and from the fact of Captain Lebo’s command
having exhausted the water, but a short time previously on the trail to the north of the Rio Grande, |
decided to cross the river and march across that point of Mexican territory, extending North, in what is
known as the “Big Bend”, and then re-cross to our outside and accordingly did so.

On the 23rd., having marched (78) seventy-eight miles, making two camps without fire or water,
crossed the Rio Grande twice, passed over some good country and some indescribably rough and
dangerous, | (35.jpg) reached the abandoned camp, which evidently had been a large one. On this day, my
command worked hard, but could only make a distance of (6 1/2) six and one half miles, having to use
lariat-ropes to prevent pack mules from falling off the narrow trail and recover horses and mules, that had
fallen and roll down among the boulders — Eleven (11) in all rolled, slid and tumbled from the Extremely
difficult and hazardous path, and were all, more or less injured, but were all recovered. In some instances,
the lash-ropes on the packs snapped in pieces and the cargo of rations scattered down over the cliffs, some
rations were damaged in crossing the river and nearly all the medicines were destroyed. Here we found
innumerable stock-signs and Evidences of bands from different tribes of Indians in one general
Encampment. From this point three definite and distinct trails departed, each showing an Equal number of
stock-sign, besides much scattering sign. On account of a shod horse and a mule sign, of later date than
any other sign being discovered on the center trail, | followed it, expecting the other trails might work into
it in a few days, which they did not.” (36.jpg)
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In a march of (5) five miles, the Lebo’s trail was struck and, my animals having been without
water since 11 o’clock A.M. of the previous day, | changed direction, following his trail south to the Rio
Grande, leaving the Indian trail running in a westerly direction. After following up the river (16) sixteen
miles, | left it and marched up on Easy and wide cafion, almost due West, cutting the Indian trail about (7)
seven miles from the river and followed it South, then SouthEast and East, crossing the Rio Grande at
dark, at a point about (30) thirty miles Northwest from the main peak of Sierra Carmel.

The Indians has Evidently zig-zagged around her for many days, to hide their trail, but, by
keeping well ahead with the guide and (5) five Seminole-trailers, the march of the column was not
delayed and we made almost direct from point to point, as signaled or indicated by one or more of my
party, - although the trail could not be considered a very “hot” one, | felt perfectly justified in following it
into this uninhabited Mexican region, for two reasons: one was, the squaw assured me it was trail of
Alsate’s band, who is a Mescalero-Apache, a renegade from his tribe in New Mexico (37.jpg), and for
two years a refugee from Mexican justice, and the other, that the animals stolen from San Felipe, had
been trailed to his camp.

On the 26" the trail led in the direction of Mount Carmel, but shortly after midday turned in the
direction of San Carlos, which, the squaw said, was two days distant and no water Enroute. She also
assured me that she knew of a “truaja”, about two hours march to the East, containing plenty of water for
all the animals for many days. We followed the squaw till dark at a rapid pace, without a halt and at dark
leaving Capt. Wells, who had come up with me, to bivouac the command which was some distance back,
with two orderlies and four scouts, | followed her for two hours, found out she was deceiving me, but
found no water. On rejoining the command the water and food was taken away from her, her guard was
doubled and she was informed through the interpreter that, if her deceptions should result in any material
suffering by the command, she would be shot to death.”

The march was continued at daylight, the next morning, dismounted and in (9) nine miles of a
seeping spring was found in Mount Carmel, nearly (38.jpg) in a direction opposite to that taken by the
squaw the night previous.

Lieut. Bullis and his men made a reservoir and had sufficient water for the men, when the
command arrived and afterword a detail from each Calvary Company, under the supervision and personal
direction of the Lieut. Geddes, made a large reservoir, tapping and draining Every Every springlet and
seep into it and, at 3.30 o’clock P.M. we commenced watering the animals, which was a tedious
performance, lasting until 11.45 o’clock P.M. Each animal having received ten gallons of water,
measured out in camp-kettles. This amount was far from Enough to quench thirst, but was sufficient to
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allay suffering and cause the animals to commence grazing. At daylight on the 28th, watering was re-
commenced, Each Company moving out rapidly on the march, as soon as through watering. The Indians
had not left this point more than three or four days in advance of our arrival. We found here pieces of
leather, cut from the pack saddle lost by Bullis’ men, the Evening they were attacked, which gave me
assurance that we were again on the trail of the same band.

This morning was bitter cold - water in canteens frozen solid, men only summer allowance
(39.jpg) of clothing and Company “C “10th Cav., were without great coats. For fear of losing the game,
which | felt sure of, I pushed ahead with five spies and trailers and two orderlies. Bullis followed thirty
minutes later and the other Companies were ordered to follow in rapid succession after watering. One
trailer was left back with Each Company on account of the falling snow, which for some time gave us
considerable bother, but at the same time Ensured our success.

When we first struck the trail, it was twenty-three days old, and when we left it on the 26th,
running in the direction of San Carlos, it was at least sixteen days old and indicated about one hundred
animals, but the squaw, in and her attempt to mislead and deceive us, had, much to her horror and disgust,
brought us within Easy striking distance. At 12 M., stopping to graze and wait for a sight of the head of
the column, I dispatched two spies to the summit of a little gap in the foot-hills, behind which we halted.
In a short time they brought me a report of seeing three horses in the little valley beyond but the fog
prevented any other discovery. As soon as Bullis arrived, | sent him with five men, on foot, to
reconnoitre. (40.jpg) After a delay of two hours we moved forward — the Indians having left the day
previous — and the horses had strayed back from their next camp, which to me was convincing Evidence
that the Indians were only one camp in advance of us at this hour. After camping in a secure and hidden
nook, about two miles distant from the spot, where the Indians had been camped, two spies were sent out,
to find if their trail led through a certain gap in the mountains and in the direction of a certain known
water, but darkness coming on, a decision could not be reached. At 8 o’clock P.M., five spies were sent
off on the best horses, to the nearest known water, around the south Eastern base of Carmel, with
instructions to bring me information before daylight, in case they found Indians.

At 3.45 A.M. on the 29th instant, I sent the Mexican guide up on the highest peak in our vicinity,
to look for the morning Indian camp-fires; he returned shortly after daylight, having seen a camp of five
fires. The spies sent out the Evening before, not having returned, | started up the ragged and difficult
mountain with one hundred (100) men on foot — leaving a guard of sixty with our animals, it being
scarcely possible and Entirely impracticable to take them along. It required two hours (41.jpg) hard
scrambling, to get up the hill, we were suddenly astonished by seeing two of the spies riding into our
camp, down below at full speed, shouting and firing their pistols. Geddes, being in the rear with his
Company, was ordered back down the hill with all possible haste — and Bullis, being in the advance was
called back to interpret, as the shouting was done in the Mexican language, but not hearing distinctly and
misinterpreting my order, Bullis followed after Geddes.

In about twenty-five minutes, Geddes was seen to reach the camp and immediately to saddle up
and start out at a rapid gait — knowing that he was fully able to protect our stock and whip anything, that
might be brought against him in that open country and, knowing that longer delay would be fatal to
success, if we had not already delayed too long, | moved forward across the mountain top, on double
time, knowing that Bullis would be too much Exhausted, to again climb the hill at once. On arriving at the
break, in the head of the cafion, in which the guide had located the Indian camp, it was soon discovered
that the Indians had taken fright and were moving with their stock and camp paraphernalia (42.jpg) up
into the mountains, following a trail on the opposite wall of the cafion, from where we were. The
disposition of the command was ordered and commenced in less than five minutes. The Indians were not
aware of our presence in their immediate vicinity and it was Evident, they had moved out of their camp as
a precautionary measure, having had somewhat to do, in connection with the hurried arrival of the two
scouts in my camp, a short time before and whose arrival had, 1 now felt, delayed me just long Enough to
prevent a complete surround and capture of the Entire band. As the little affair is so minutely described in
the itinerary Rept and made up by 2nd Lieut. F.E. Phelps, 8th Cav., who was specially detailed for that
duty, I do not consider it necessary here to re-describe it.
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Nov 29
Thanksgiving Day

At 4 Am Juan the Mexican guide was sent up to the high peak with a glass and came in about 7 a.m.
saying he could see 5 Indian fires at a point about 3 miles South (across country) and nine miles by trail.
Immediately Col Young with Capt A.B. Wells and 2 Lieutenant F.E. Phelps, 8 Cav with 30 men, Co “A”
Lt Geddes, 25" Inf with 25 men Co K, 8 Cav. Lt Beck with (...) men Co C 10" Cav and Lieut. Bullis
with 15 Seminole scouts left camp on foot to attack this camp. 2 Lt Guest, 8 Cav and Asst Surg Comegys
(..) were left in charge of campground and animals. The column at once commenced unseen ascending a
very steep mountain in rear of camp which was overcome only after 2 hours hard work. When nearly at
top 2 Seminoles were seen riding into camp on a run, shouting and firing their pistols. Lt Bullis who was
in advance was sent down to ascertain what they said and it was soon learned that

three of the Seminoles were cut off and surrounded by Indians. Lt Geddes, K Co, at once returned to
camp on double time and the remainder proceeded.

Arriving at top of Mesa the level ground was quickly passed over and the edge of a ravine reached.
Here the command halted while Juan and Capt Wells crept up to the edge to reconnoitre and discovered
Indians moving up canon with their animals packed. The ravine formed a horseshoe and Lt Beck with his
Co was at once deployed on one crest, the Seminoles deployed to cover the head while Capt Wells was
ordered to occupy the other side - the two first got into position without being discovered, and Capt Wells
was moving to his position in double time concealed by a rocky crest when Indians suddenly appeared
leading their ponies about 200 yards distant and discovering Capt Wells and Lt Phelps fired on them. Lt
Phelps fired back, being the first shot from our side. The Indians at once to took to rocks and for several
minutes fired rapidly with Winchester guns, but being charged by “A” Co 8 Cav. fled down the hill hotly
pursued by all (61.jpg)

the Cos. Such of the Indians as got their ponies down fled across a broad bottom covered with rocks and
cut up the ravines while those on foot fled to the underbrush in the same direction followed by our men
who could get down the steep cliff. Lt Geddes made his appearance at this junction and promptly
dismounting followed the Indians closely who fled up a narrow and precipitous cafion to the top of a cliff
whence they fired rapidly but only struck one man 1% Sergt Wilson Co K 8 Cav who received a slight
wound in cheek. Capt. Wells having joined Lt. Geddes with men of the various Cos the whole advanced
up the cafion, all efforts to outflank the Indians and surround them was unsuccessful the men getting on a
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cliff equally high with that on which were the Indians but separated by an immense chasm over which no
crossing could be made. The joining of the troops however was so rapid and accurate as to entirely silence
the Indians and finally the troops were withdrawn. When retreating up the cafion, the Indians were forced
to abandon every horse they had gotten down the hill where first attacked but one. (62.jpg)
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The delay caused by the scouts coming into camp, was Entirely accidental and could not, under
the circumstances, have been foreseen or prevented, as on the Evening previous, they carried out their
instructions, went to the water, passing the mouth of the cafion, where the Indians were Encamped, who,
seeing their trail Early next morning, hid in ambush and suddenly attacked them - two scouts (43.jpg)
Escaped and rode ten miles into camp, as already described, and three took shelter in a deep and rocky
ravine and for some hours defended themselves against heavy odds, with the loss of one horse. | cannot
speak too highly of the Energy and perseverance, displayed in this morning’s work, by both Officers and
men, and although the affair is insignificant, in comparison, yet withal, it could not have been
accomplished without hard, tedious and distressing work.

The altitude of Sierra Carmel is great, in comparison to the country surrounding this post, and in
addition to the distress, occasioned by vigorous and sudden Exertion in the rarefied atmosphere to
unaccustomed lungs, was added the pain, caused by quick respiration of intensely cold air. On my return-
march, the command rested three days at Paint Rock Springs, awaiting supplies.

I desire the attention of the District Commander to be invited to the fact of the good condition of
the animals of my command — they were twenty-three days without grain and, in Eighteen days of that
period, they marched three hundred and thirty five miles and made Eight camps, without water and came
in with very few, if any, sore backs. | attribute their (44.jpg) remarkable good condition to the fact of their
having been herded out Every night (Except when on one occasion grass was gathered for them from the
mountain-side) and to the unceasing care, the Company Commanders caused to be bestowed upon them.

There was a constant rain during the last Eight days of the march and although the clothing of the
men and officers was all torn and tattered and Entirely insufficient, to protect against the inclemency of
the weather, yet Everyone appeared to be in a good and happy mood and withal preferred active field
service to garrison duty. Enclosed please find Itinerary and map of route. Total distance marched (610}
six hundred and ten miles.

I am, Sir,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant
(Sgd,) S. B. M. Young
Capt 8th Cav.
and Brevet Col. U.S.A.
Note — It is supposed the Indians disposed of their stolen stock in San Carlos — the march was carefully
timed and the distance may be under dash, but not over Estimated.
(Sgd) S.B.M. Young (45.jpg)
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Excerpt from Frederick E. Phelps: A Soldier's Memoirs

Phelps, Frederick E. and Frank D. Reeve. "Frederick E. Phelps: a Soldier's Memoirs." New Mexico
Historical Review 25, 1 (1950). Available at https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol25/iss1/3

Sometime in September or October, 1877, | received orders to report to Lieutenant John L. Bullis, 24th
Infantry, who was in command of the Seminole Indian Scouts, and to go with him, as we then supposed,
to guard a crossing of the Rio Grande near the mouth of Las Moras creek. Lieutenant Bullis had been in
command of these Seminole Indian Scouts for two or three years, and had gained a great reputation as a
scouter and fighter. These Seminole Indians were a queerly mixed lot. They were the descendants partly
of the Seminole Indians who had been removed from Florida, sometime in the forty's, to the Indian
territory, and then had drifted down into Texas. A portion of them were only part Seminole, being
descendants of negro slaves captured by the Seminoles who had kept them as slaves and inter- married
with them. Nearly all had a strain of Mexican blood, so that there was a mixture of Indian, Negro, and
Mexican. Generally a mixture like this produces a vicious man, but these men were quite orderly and
excellent soldiers. They had a little village about three miles below Fort Clark, and were constantly
employed scouting all over western Texas under Bullis. He was a small, wiry man with a black mustache,
and his face was burned as red as an Indian; He was a tireless marcher, thin and spare, and it 'used to be
said of him that when he wanted to be luxurious in scouting, he took along one can of corn. Of course,
this was only said in fun, but it was a fact that he and his men could go longer on half rations than any
body of men that | have ever seen, and | had a great deal of experience with them.

Besides my- self, Lieutenant Maxon and Jones of the |0th Cavalry, with a detachment from their
regiment which was, and is, a colored regiment, also reported to Bullis. We made a night march to the
mouth of Las Moras and bivouacked under a few scattering trees for nearly a week. By this time | began
to suspect that we were there for some other purpose and was not surprised one night, about nine
o'clock, when Bullis directed us to be ready to march to the Rio Grande, about two miles distant. We
were directed to leave our pack animals behind under guard and to take one day's cooked rations. We
forded the Rio Grande by moonlight and then Bullis informed us that we were to make a dash to the
head of a creek about twenty or twenty-five. miles distant to surprise, if possible, a gang of horse and
cattle thieves who made that their rendezvous. We started at once and traveled hard all night, galloping
and trotting alternately, but the twenty miles stretched into thirty; just at daylight we caught sight of a
large building looming up, which proved to be our destination. This building was in reality an old stone
fort, evidently built years before by the Spaniards. It was in the shape of a triangle, each side being
about one hundred feet long, and the wall was twelve to fifteen feet high; there was only one door or
gate which, unfortunately for us, was on the side opposite the direction from which we approached. We
had just emerged from the brush into the open ground when we heard a shrill alarm given, and instantly
spreading out, we charged at full speed to gain the gate, if possible, before anyone could escape. As
soon as we had surrounded the place, Bullis directed me to take twelve or fifteen men, enter the fort
and search every building in it for a notorious thief and desperado who had long been the terror of the
frontier. There were about a dozen shacks inside the fort and | searched them quickly and thoroughly,
but only found one man. He was a Mexican, and one of the men pulled him out from under the bed by
his feet, .and he was evidently scared almost to death, for he immediately got on his knees and begged
for' mercy. | sent him to Bullis, but he was not the man we wanted and he was released.

We found plenty of women and boys and soon learned that all the men were absent on a raid, except
the leader, and that as soon as we were discovered he had dashed out and made his escape into a
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swamp which came close to the building. Our trip was, therefore, a failure and, after resting for an hour,
we started to return, but fearing that we would be intercepted. by the hundreds of thieves and
desperadoes that infested the river on both sides at that time, we struck across the prairie for another
crossing in the Rio Grande, Hackberry crossing, about fifteen miles below where we had crossed the
night before. To arrive at this point we had to make a circuit to - avoid. passing over the hills on top of
which we could have been discovered for miles. We marched very rapidly and, having had only one
meal, and | having had none, for some- way or other the lunch | had taken along had bounced out of my-
saddle pocket, we were hungry.

About noon | became very weak and Doctor Shannon, the surgeon with us, noticing my paleness, rode
up beside me, handed me a tin cup with a strong whiskey toddy in it and directed me to drink it. |

told him that | never touched liquor, that the love of liquor was hereditary with me and | was afraid to
use it, but he insisted that | must take it as medicine and finally | swallo\ved it. It certainly braced me up
wonderfully and | kept my place at head of the column, Bullis having com- mand of the rear guard which
he supposed to be the point of danger, until we arrived within about a mile of the Rio Grande. We had
kept scouts well in advance; they came back and reported that about two or three hundred

cattle thieves had prepared an ambush on both sides of a narrow canyon which we must pass through,
and were waiting for us. After a moment of consultation, we plunged into a side canyon and put our
horses on the dead run, knowing that the mouth of this

canyon would bring us nearly opposite Hackberry crossing anyhow. Arriving at the bank of the river we
did not stop to find the crossing but, lead by Bullis, forced our horses over the

bank into the swollen river and swam our horses across. We had scarcely emerged on the

other side when a crowd of thieves came hurrying down to head us off, but too late. | thought it strange
that Bullis did not take us at once into the heavy timber which here lined the river, where we would be
protected, but a glance to the right and left brought a broad smile on my face as | dis- covered, lying flat
on their faces at the edge of the brush, about four hundred cavalrymen, all from Fort Clark, under

the command of Colonel Shafter, and a little to one side were two Gatling guns carefully concealed
behind the brush that had been cut off and stuck in the ground, and lying alongside of the guns, ready
for business, were the cannoneers. Shafter had carefully arranged the whole plan and

was anxiously hoping that these raiders would enter the river when he intended, as he told me off the
face of the earth," or to open fire on them should they attack us without attempting to cross the river.
We remained in plain sight for perhaps five minutes, but seeing that the thieves had no intention of
crossing or firing, the command was given and all the troops rose to their feet; of all the stampedes that
| have ever seen, | never saw such a one as those thieves made at once. They evidently had no idea that
there were any troops there but ours, and as far as we could see them they were still running.

This was about three o'clock in the afternoon. | had been in the saddle since nine o'clock the night
before and, as soon as we got a bite to eat, | threw myself down on the gravel and never woke up till
seven or eight o'clock the next morning when the heat of the sun aroused me. We returned to our
camp at our leisure; although the trip was not success so far as capturing the men we were after was
concerned, it taught the thieves that we were watching them closely and they gave us very little trouble
for a long time after. We returned to the Post in December and the next spring | again went out into
camp. During the winter | had magnificent quail and duck shooting, and never enjoyed a winter more. |
used to ride into the Post once a week and stay one day, each officer taking his turn. | sent game to my
family and my friends almost daily, and we caught a great many black bass in the creek, so that we lived
well. In September or October, Lieutenant Bullis, who had gone on a long scout to the big bend of the
Rio Grande, was caught in a canyon by the Indians and severely handled, only getting his men out by his
skill and courage, but losing several animals and all his rations.
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We were still in camp on Pinto creek, the camp being commanded by Captain S. B. M. Young, 8th
Cavalry, now Lieutenant General, retired. He took four troops of Cavalry, one of them being a colored
troop, and we' made a forced march to Myers springs, about one hundred and fifty miles distant, where
we met Bullis; we immediately took his trail afterwards, "to wipe them to the Rio Grande, crossed it and
pushed rapidly to the place where he had been defeated. We crossed and re-crossed the river and
finally ascended a high mountain, | suppose one thousand feet above the river, where we bivouacked
for the night on the naked rock. The next morning we descended to the Rio Grande again, crossed and
got up on the other side; after working hard for twelve or fourteen hours, we had not gone more than
three or four miles in a narrow line. The sides of the mountain were very precipitous; we passed the
place where Bullis had been defeated which was a narrow ledge not more than ten or twelve feet wide,
with a mountain towering above and the river hundreds of feet below; how he ever got his men out of
there, with Indians on both sides, was a mystery to us all. In our party we had an Assistant Surgeon by
the name of Comegys, from Cincinnati. He had just joined the army and this was his first scout; he had
suffered greatly during the day from the intense heat and the hard climb, and that evening he asked me
where our next camp would be. Young was sitting nearby and | saw him smile when | pointed to a
mountain peak perhaps sixty miles away, as | knew, and with a perfectly grave face informed the doctor
that our next camp would be at the foot of this peak, and that there was not a drop of water between
the two. In despair he turned to Young and said to him, "Colonel, you may as well bury me right now for
| will never live to get there." When he heard the roar of laughter from the officers around he turned on
me and upbraided me for playing it on him, but I stuck to it, and the next morning when we started we
headed toward this mountain, and | can see yet the look of despair on his face; but we had only gone a
few miles when the Indian trail, which we were following, turned abruptly to the left, went down
through a canyon and brought us out again on the river, and | think he was the happiest man in camp
that night.

The next day we pushed rapidly on the trail, made a dry camp, which means a camp without water,
except what we had in our canteens, and about noon the next day arrived at the foot of a range of
mountains known as Mount Carmen, or Red Mountains. During the day a blizzard of rain and hail struck
us, with a high wind, and we suffered greatly from cold. We finally managed to find a little spring in a
hollow and, with cups and knives, dug it out so the water would flow more freely; dipping the water out
with our tin cups, we filled our camp kettles and watered the animals which took until nearly mid- night.
As darkness approached, | looked around for a good place to sleep where | could- be protected from the
sleet, if possible, for, of course, we carried no tents. | soon found a hollow or depression about the size
of a grave and perhaps four feet deep. This was probably caused by the uprooting of a tree, though
there were no trees there then. This hole was half full of dead leaves from the sage brush, so | threw my
bundle of blankets in which | had a buffalo robe, and around which | had a piece of canvas, into this
hole, to indicate that | had pre-empted that sleeping place. Soon after dark, having completed all my
duties, | went to this place, spread my canvas on the leaves, on top of this my blankets, and then my
buffalo robe, with the hairy side uppermost. | had a long heavy overcoat with fur gloves and a fur cap;
getting down and crawling under the blankets, and pulling the buffalo robe over my head, | was just
congratulating myself that | had a warm, cozy place to sleep when | heard the voice of Lieutenant
Guest, of my regiment, who had a peculiar habit of talking to himself.

This was Guest's first scout and he had more than once expressed a desire to meet a bear. It was dark as
a pocket, but | could hear him or feel him kneel down at the edge of the hole as he threw down his roll
of bedding by my side; the next moment he had gotten into the hole himself- and, just as he touched the
fur of the buffalo robe, | turned on my face, hunched up my back, and gave a groan as nearly as possible
to what | thought a bear would make. With one wild yell he jumped out of the hole and ran toward
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where the men were sleeping, yelling, "A bear, a bear," at the top of his voice, and in a moment | heard
the rapid approach of feet. | could hear the rattle of the breech locks as the men loaded their carbines,
and | thought it was high time to make myself known. So | stood up and called to the men that there
was no bear there. Poor Guest never heard the last of this and in 1888, when our regiment was
marching from Texas to Dakota, | again met him at old Fort Concho after a lapse of

several years. The clay after we left Fort Concho, while | was marching at the head of my troop,

Guest dropped back by my side and almost immediately | heard from the men

behind me the old familiar words, "A bear, a bear," and | saw his face get scarlet. He said in a low

tone, "Will 'F' troop never let up on that damn story."

| laughed and said to him, "There are only two or three of the old men left, Murphy is one of them.

He is in the first set of twos, and there are one or two old men back of him. If | were you | would drop
back and shake hands with them. They would be glad to see you, and you will never hear anything more
of it." He dropped back and | heard him call out, "Lord, Murphy, hasn't the devil got you yet," and
Murphy gave a laugh; as | looked back, | saw them shaking hands heartily. Murphy fell out with him and,
allowing the troop to pass, called his attention to the two or three old men, all of whom he

greeted cordially, and that was the last he ever heard of that story.

The next morning we resumed our march and late in the evening we camped on a piece

of ground thickly dotted with both hot and cold springs. In the hot springs the water varied

from lukewarm to a heat so great that a person could scarcely hold his hand in it, while in

the cold springs the water was cool enough to drink and, as | remember it, there were perhaps half a
dozen of each in a space of eight or ten acres. Of course this was caused merely by two underground
streams, one of cold water and the other corning up from hot springs away below the ground.

That evening Bullis sent six or seven of his men to follow the trail a few miles so that we could gain time
in the morning. One of these men was sent on top of the mountain immediately above us; just after
sunset he came sliding down and reported that the Indians had passed around the point of the
mountain and were then encamped in a deep ravine just on the other side of the mountain, not more
than a mile away, but four miles around the point by way of their trail. Colonel Young at once gave us
orders that at daybreak we would climb the mountain and attack them from above, forcing them, if
possible, into the open plain where we could get a chance. He sent for me and informed me that | would
be left behind in charge of the camp. To this | strenuously objected, calling his attention to the fact that |
ranked Lieu- tenant Guest, that | thought | should be allowed the choice of going or staying, and that |
wanted to go. Colonel Young and | had had some words in regard to managing the mess a few days
before, for as usual | had charge of the mess, and while this disagreement was purely personal, there
had been a decided coolness between us ; he told me afterwards that if he had not feared that | would.
think that he was taking unfair advantage of his being in command, he would have insisted that | remain
behind, and | have always been sorry since that he did not. -

We started up the hill at daybreak, and it was a hard climb. The hill was very steep, covered with loose
shale and gravel, and we had to work our way up by clinging to the brush wood that thickly

covered it; we had just arrived at the flat top when, sitting down to get our breath for a moment, we
discovered a commotion in the camp. We saw the men running out and bringing in the horses from the
flat where they were grazing; Bullis said that he had seen one of his men ride into camp at full speed
and it was evident that something was wrong. Turning to me Young said, "Damn it, Phelps, | wish you
had remained in camp, for you would know what to do, and | don't suppose Guest does;" then turning
to Lieutenant Bullis, he directed him to go down and take command of the camp and do what he
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deemed best. It turned out afterwards that the six or seven men, who had followed up the trail the night
before, had discovered some of the Indians' horses just at dark; concealing themselves in the rocks, they
waited till daybreak when, instead of returning at once to our camp with the information, they tried to
steal the Indians' horses. An opportunity to steal a horse is one no Indian could ever resist. As they
approached the horses, the Indians, who had evidently discovered them also, fired on them, fortunately,
or unfortunately, without hitting any of them; and they immediately took refuge in a pile of rocks. There
was only six of them against twenty or twenty-five Indians, but one of them sprang on his pony. and
went back for help at full speed, and that was the man we had seen ride into camp. Had | remained in
camp, | would, of course, have mounted all the men there and gone at full speed to the rescue of these
men; we found afterwards that | would have cut the Indians off from the ravine and would have driven
them straight into Young's command. Lieutenant Bullis mounted twenty or twenty-five men and hurried
around, but the time lost had been sufficient for the Indians to start up a canyon. As we arrived on the
edge of it, crawling up on our hands and knees, Young and one or two of the officers, peering over,
discovered the Indians making their way slowly up the opposite side of the canyon; to me it looked as
though they were walking along the side of the cliff like flies, but. we: afterwards found there was a
narrow ledge, in some places not more than three feet wide, and they arrived at the top of the canyon
almost at the same moment that we did. -My troop had been deployed as skirmishers; | had charge

of the left wing and Captain Wells had charge of the right.

| discovered four or five Indians with their horses not more than one hundred yards distant; apparently
they had not yet caught sight of us and were a little undecided which way to go. Raising my rifle, | fired
straight at a buck, as the warriors are called, and at that distance | fully expected to get him, but just as |
fired his horse moved slightly for- ward and the bullet struck the poor brute instead of the Indian. Like a
flash they scattered among the rocks; for ten or fifteen minutes we banged away at each other without
anyone being hurt on either side so far as we- could discover. We were simply endeavoring to hold them
there, for another- troop had been sent to make a circuit and we had hopes of holding them until this
troop could come up on their rear. | was lying flat behind a rock when | became aware of the fact that
one of those Indians seemed to have a pick at me, for several of his bullets struck very near me. | finally
dis- covered him about one hundred yards to my left by seeing him raise and lower his arm while
loading his rifle. | called two of the men near me and, resting our guns on the top of a rock, we waited a
moment until he should raise to shoot, when all three of us fired at him at once. He toppled over
backward, his gun going over his head, and we heard no more of him."'

Just at that moment a bullet struck a piece of rock near my left foot, chipped off a piece of it which
struck my left ankle bone with terrific force; when | arose to my feet the ankle gave way beneath me
and | could not walk a step. The Indians had rushed down the side of the hill; the men ran to the edge,
opened fire on them and, as we afterwards found, succeeded in killing four or five. One of these Indians
was on his pony, for they succeeded in getting part of the ponies down the hill. Bending over his saddle,
he was going at full speed when a bullet struck him in the back, and he rolled off. One of the men went
down and captured his pony, a cream colored one; tied to the saddle was a complete, beautifully
dressed buckskin suit, fringed with beads and porcupine quills, the most handsome Indian costume that
| have ever seen. | immediately offered the man twenty-five dollars for it, but he declined to part

with it; when we got back to Fort Clark he asked me to send it to his girl for him, which | did. By this time
my ankle had swollen enormously and | was helped on one of the captured ponies, which one of the
men led back to the camp. | knew the doctor had no medicine of any kind, for the mule bearing his
medicine chest had fallen over a cliff a week before, and | was greatly worried about my ankle. They had
to cut off the shoe and stocking; ripping up my trousers, the doctors saw that it was already swollen to
nearly double its usual size and rapidly turning purple. One of the hot springs, as | have mentioned, was
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close by and, with my blanket spread beside it, | completely immersed my foot and ankle in the hot
water; here | remained all night.

Possibly nothing better could have been done; in the morning the swelling had gone down at least half,
and much of the soreness was gone. It was a month before | could walk or put on a shoe, but | wore an
Indian moccasin which one of my men had picked up and had given to me. We captured something like
twenty-five or thirty mules and horses, and afterwards found that the Indian, at whom we three had
fired, was the chief and that all three bullets had struck him squarely in the breast. His gun proved to be
an old Harpers Ferry musket, model of 1854, with brass rings and the stock extending clear to the
muzzle. It was a smooth bore, carrying a round bullet. The gun was loaded, cocked, and capped, but one
of the bullets had broken the stock, or possibly the fall had broken it, and it was lying by his side. The
men brought it back to me. | took it back to Fort Clark, sent it to the Ordnance Arsenal at San Antonio,
had it restocked and it made one of the best single- barreled shot guns that | had ever seen; when | left
the troop the men still had it.

This last skirmish occurred on Thanksgiving Day, though | doubt if any of us remembered it until
evening. | had had charge of the mess and knew that our supplies were completely exhausted, except
for a little sack, perhaps four or five pounds, of flour, and one can of apples, which | had stowed in my
saddle bags on my own saddJe a week before, intending to give the mess at least something to eat on
Thanksgiving Day. While lying beside the spring, boiling my foot, | called to the soldier who cooked for
our mess, gave him the flour and the apples and told him to make some apple dumplings, but not to tell
anybody. We had no baking powder, so all he could do was to mix up the flour with water, put in some
sugar and the can of apples, and boil the dumplings in a kettle. For supper that night we had hard tack
and coffee only, for our bacon was all gone, but just as the officers were about to scatter | told them to
wait, and our cook produced the dumplings. Well, we ate them, though they were as heavy as lead,. and
every Thanksgiving Day | remember the apple dumpling supper that we had that day nearly two
hundred miles down in old Mexico.

Among the animals captured, we found several mules loaded with dried deer, horse and mule meat, all
of which was divided equally among the men arid officers, but it only gave us about two or three ounces
each and -we started back the next day for Myers springs where we had left most of our rations. We
marched very rapidly and | suffered in- tensely with my foot. Finally we arrived at the point where we
crossed the Rio Grande, and here Colonel Young directed me,- as Adjutant of the scout, to send two men
to Myers springs with instructions to Lieutenant Clay, who had been left there with a small detachment,
to send us rations. That same evening we were sitting around a little camp fire when Bullis came over
and told us that he had found a small sack with a few pounds of rice in it which he would give us. What
he was living on, | don't know, but | have always helieved that, like his Seminoles, he was living on
rattlesnakes, for | have time and again seen the Seminoles kill and skin rattlesnakes and fry them just
the same as fish. | had never tried it but once, and that was enough. We put the rice in a big kettle,
poured on a lot of water and set it on the fire. | did not know that rice swelled so, but in a few

moments it had swelled clear over the top of the kettle, so we concluded that it must be done. We had
plenty of sugar left and stirred in a couple of quarts of brown sugar, then gathered around it and each
one helped himself. The rice had been slightly scorched and made me deathly sick; it was twenty

years before | could eat rice again.

The next day we marched about fifteen miles, the horses being very weak, for there was but little grass

and, of course, no grain; about dark the two -men we had sent to Myers springs came into camp with
three mules loaded with coffee, bacon, and hard tack, a most welcome sight. The men had a method of
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cooking the hard tack which made it very palatable to a hungry man. Breaking the hard bread into
fragments, they put it to soak and it soon swelled. They then fried their bacon, poured the bacon
grease! over the hard bread, and mixed a liberal quantity of brown sugar with it; while it doesn't
sound very nice, it certainly was very palatable when a keen hunger was the sauce. The next

day we arrived at our old camp at Myers springs. We found Clay had sent us all the rations there were,
so here we were one hundred and fifty miles from the nearest post and the men living on quarter
rations, while the officers had absolutely none. Jack rabbits were very plentiful, so | took my shot gun,
which | had left at this camp, and killed great numbers of them, which we boiled, and | got so sick of
rabbit that it was years afterwards before | could eat any again. From this point we sent one of

the Seminoles to Fort Clark with a letter to the commanding officer, Colonel Shafter, asking that
rations and forage be sent to meet us as soon as possible, and two or three days afterwards, as soon as
we could shoe up the horses, we started on our return.

By this same messenger, Colonel Young sent a short official report of the scout to Colonel Shafter, which
| prepared, under his direction, on leaves torn from my note book and in pencil. | also wrote a

note to my wife telling her that | was all right, that my ankle was much better and not to worry. |
endorsed on the back of it a request to Colonel Shafter to send it to her, and both were enclosed

in an old envelope and addressed to the commanding officer of the Post. | told the Seminole to make
the best speed he possibly could and, on arrival, whatever might be the hour, day or night, to report
immediately to the commanding officer and deliver the letter. | also told him to go down to my troop
barracks, where two or three men had been left, and they would take care of him, giving him

something to eat and care for his horse. | afterwards learned that he arrived at the Post about

two o'clock in the morning, aroused Colonel Shafter from his bed, delivered the letter and then went
over to my troop barracks. As soon as he came in, the men began to question him about the scout, as
not a word had been heard from us after leaving Del Rio about two months be- fore. The Seminole could
talk very little English and per- haps understand less, and the men only knew a few words of Mexican,
which was the language that the Seminoles used. He told them, "Heap big fight, muchos Indians killed,"
which was, of course, an exaggeration. They then asked him if any soldiers were killed. Not
understanding the question but, | suppose, believing that it meant if anybody was hurt, he said, "Yes,
Adjutante," which is the Mexican for Adjutant. The men knew that | was Adjutant of the command. They
were, of course, keenly interested, and asked him if the Adjutant was killed, and again misunderstanding
the question, the Seminole nodded his head.

By this time it was daylight. The news that there had been a fight and that the Adjutant had been killed
was quickly communicated to other companies, and by them communicated to servants up along the
officers' line, or to use an old frontier expression, "the news went up the back porch of the officers' line
and came down the front." Mary, of course, knew nothing of this, as she had not left the house at that
time. At guard-mount, which took place about eight o'clock, it was customary for the officers to sit out
on their front porches with their families and listen to music of the band. Mary took May and started to
walk up the line to watch guard-mount. She told me afterwards that whereas officers would usually
spring to their feet as she passed their quarters and lift their caps, she noticed that every one of them
hustled inside, and she wondered why. About half way up the line she approached a group of three
officers who had their backs toward her. One of them was Lieutenant Donovan, of the 24th Infantry,
who messed with us. As she approached, she overheard one of the officers say, "Hush, here is Mrs.
Phelps, now," and it flashed on her mind in a moment that there was some bad news. Walking straight
up to Mr. Donovan she asked him, "Is there any news of the scout," to which he answered

by inclining his head. "Is anybody hurt," she asked, and again he inclined his head. "Is Mr. Phelps hurt,"
she demanded. At that question, Mr. Donovan stepped by her side and said, "Mrs. Phelps, let me
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take you home." He told me afterwards that quick as a flash she straightened up to her full height and,
looking him squarely in the eye quietly said, "Mr. Donovan, | am a soldier's wife, if there is any bad news
| want to know it instantly. Is Mr. Phelps dead?" He replied, "Yes, Mrs. Phelps, he was killed

on Thanksgiving Day at the head of his troop." She turned ghastly white, took his arm, and leading May
by the hand, she went back to our quarters, bowed to him, entered the house and closed the door.

In about half an hour Colonel Shafter knocked at the door and she bade him enter. Colonel Shafter

was a large, jovial man and generally spoke in a loud tone of voice; in his jovial way, and not noticing the
tears streaming down her cheeks, he said to her, "Madam, allow me to congratulate you." A month later
he told me that he had not noticed that she had been crying, but that she instantly straightened up and,
looking him in the face, she answered in a cutting tone, "Since when, Colonel Shafter, has it been the
custom of the Army for the commanding officer to congratulate the

widow?" He was dumbfounded for a:- second, and then blurted out, "If Mr. Phelps is dead, he

is a mighty lively corpse, for here is a letter from him." Then, and | believe the only time in her

army service, she fainted, and he caught her as she fell to the floor. Laying her gently on the carpet, he
rushed out of the room into Mrs. Pond's quarters, next door, and shouted, "For God's sake come over
to Mrs. Phelp's house, | have killed her." Mr. Pond ran into the house and dashed water in her face; they
lifted her on the bed and in a few moments she revived. We had many a laugh over this afterwards, but
at the time it was serious enough.
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Appendix A: Bullis-owned properties at vital water sources

S 1 ~ 3 3

Map shown above is of Meyers Spring Creek where Bullis owned prime sections of
the spring area of the canyon and surrounding land. The sections in yellow do not
pertain to this study. (Source Ancestry on Section ownership)

Map shown above is of Independence Creek where Bullis owned 13 prime sections
or portions of sections along this vital water source all the way to the Pecos River.
One of the sections does include Caroline Springs which has a strong volume of
water even to this day and time. Each section that Bullis owned is marked in black
with his name. The sections in yellow do not pertain to this study. (Source

Ancestry on Section ownership) o,
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