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ABSTRACT

One of the most signifant periods in West e x a&Contho Valley was thpre- and postCivil War period.

This period savan explosiveexpansion in our country as emigrants made their way through this area to
points further westprimarily New Mexico and California. This brought about the Butterfield Stage line
from 1857 to 1861, as well as settlerstleadrives and trade caravans on this same trail. It also brought
with it the Indian wars as the trihessich as the Apache and Comanachewed this expansion as
encroachment on their lapghich wasnecessary to the survival of their tribes. Asdttacks on settlers and
emigrants increased brought more military camps and forts to the region. As such, studying the various

locations related to these times is signifidantlarifying the people and events of those times.

The oldGrape CreelStationsite remainednown until the early 1900sAfter that the memory of its

location was lost as those with the knowledge passedloa.general location was knowsut firsthand
knowledge was lostRoscoe and Margaret Conkliattempted to find iin the late 1940s as they wrote their
now-famous 3book set on the Butterfield Trail, but they could never locate the station site and had to rely o
t he | andown er Olscatidne Owerthe pegrsegenahvodationaltascheologists and hisams
attempted to verify the desbad locationwhile searchinghe local areabutto no avail. Thistudyused

newsatellitetechnology taletermine the site's exact location and clarify its history

With thelandowners' permissigthe orgroundefforts began withmetatdetectingsurveys ofa narrowed
downlocation. The prime targets were three potential locations within hundreds of yards of eachTbiner
third locationturned out to beorrect, anch more thorough survey project begatie the acheological

artifactsrecovered from the ground tioe researchnd confirm the identification as the Grape Creek Station
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Butterfield Overland Malil

The official government contract for the Butterfield Overland Mail began in Septemberrt868g

semiweekly fromTipton, Missouri, and Memphis, TennesseeSan Francisco, G#ornia, and the same in

the opposite directionHowever, the contract was acquired one year prior with a stipulation the mail would
begin to run for the government within one year. That year was spent building roads, stations, bridges anc
everything ede needed to complete the proj@utterfield Overland Mail TSHA). Stages probablgegan
running during that year, but it is unlikely they were carrypagingpassengers. They may well have been

running as part of the preparation and supplies fofatmeal opening in September 1858.

The Butterfield Overland Mail schedule called for stagecoaches to pass in each direction twice per week.
The coach was fitted with three seats, and these were occupied by nine passengers. As the occupants of |
front and middle seats faced each othibese six people needed to interldlakir knees.About all the rest

of the coach was full ahailbags(Butterfield Overland Mait Smithsoniaih

For the West Texas portion of the tripe wagons were more rugged thhe eastern Concord coaches.
They were built especially for Butterfield and were called CelerityWagons or Mud Wagons due to their

rugged construction.

b & ' —
Celerity Wagon used by Butterfield Overland Mail Company
(Photo Courtesy of the Booth Western Mtiseum)

Another unique aspect of the West Texas portion of the meag¢ghe mules used to pull the wagons. They
used semwild Spanish Mules. Spanish Mules were originally brought from Spain to Mexico. They were



smaller than their larger cousiaad he mules we are familiar with today. They wikeedier in this rough

anddry country.

Spanish Mules in Spain

For Grape Creek Station the coaches would arrive Tuesdays and Fridays heading west and Wednesdays

Saturdays heading easthe entire tip took 24 days in one direction.
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Grape Creek Station
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Grape CreelStation was thérst relay station for the Butterfield Stage line heading west after le&artg
Chadbourne, Texas. It was one in a series of stations for the stages crossing West Texas on the way to o
from the Pecos River and New Mexico between7ldtd 1861. It was located on tbast side of the east
branch of Grape Creek springfed creek running north to south. Travelers came to theostakier a

soutterly crossing of 8 miles through the dry West Texas laamtd over a small set of hills given the name
Stone Mountairat the time Coming from the west it was the next station afterdtfto hnsondés St at
Middle ConchoRiver, a distance of 32 milesAlthough neither Fort Concho nor San Angelo existed at the
time, the locatiorsitsjust overl8 milesnorthof these current locatiorad 10 miles noréastof the current

town of Gape Creek
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San Angelo andthe town of Grape Creek(Google maps)

Grape Creek Station was the first relay station for the Butterfield Stage line heading west after leaving For
Chadbourne, Texas. It was one in a series of stations for the stageggddssimexas on the way to or

from the Pecos River and New Mexico between 1857 and 1861. It was located on the east side of the eas
branch of Grape Creek, a sprifegl creek running north to south. Travelers came to the station after a
southerly crossig of 30 miles through the dry West Texas land and over a small set of hills. Coming from
the west, it was the next station after Johnson
Although neither Fort Concho nor San Angelo existatiatime, the location sits just over 18 miles north of
the current Fort Concho and 10 miles northeast of the current town of Grape Draéek 1800s this area

would have been open prairi&¢he elevations 2,190feet. Grape Creekes approximately200 feetwestof
theestimated location of thariginal mainbuilding. The site takes up just under a quarter acre.



%,
il

“s

East Fork Grape Creek

We know a few things about the Grape Creek Statmostructiorfrom first andseconehandaccounts of
the peria. The first account came from Mr. Waterman Ormsby, the first and only passenger of the inaugur
run of the Butterfield Overland MaiWright). Ormsby was a special correspondent for the Tucson Arizona

Herald and rode the entire route in September 1868 account of the station follows:

Waterman Ormshy

fiwe soon reached it and found it to be a corral or yard, for the mules, and tents erected
inside for the men, undethe charge of Mr. Henry Roylan. They had seen us coming and
were herding the mule as we drove up. Their corral was built of upright rough timber,
planted in the ground. They had pitched their tents inside, for fear of the Indians, and took
turns standing guard, two hours on and two hours offhe station was near Grape Creek,

a fine stream, and also near some fine timbertwo desirable things not to be found

everywhere in Texas.
Later, a cabin was built outside the corral and the two were enclosed by a wooden picket stockade wall. V
know this from an account by Mrs. Emma Elksige gave in a 1911 artidle Hunters MagazinéElkins).

Mrs. Elkins lived on Fort Chadbourne at the timawofndianattack and her account came from the Grape
8



Creekstationoccupants themselves while Mr. Penningtihie station managesas recoveringn the Fort

Chadbourne hospital.

fiOne fusillade after another was fired at the house without serious results, the house being
built of split logs and therefore bulleproof, and the premises enclosed &picket fence
five feet higho
Unrelated to thendian attack the next day was totheclosing and abandoning of the station. The
company had given orders to close everything down due to the onset of the Civil War and at the time
of the attackthey were already packed to leave. The military esconea back to Fort Chadbourne
after the attack or Mr . Penni ngt on gtteymoeed backdortheir mmedn af t er wa

Mason, Texas.

PostButterfield Stage Period

After the stage station was abandoned in 1884 remained the main road ftravelers from east to west
throughnorthTexas to New MexicolUp to the late 1@0s this road was used by immigrants heading west,
cattle drives, military, rancherand freighters cr ossing i nto Texas from wt
Ferryin the ara of WhitesboroSi mi | ar t o J-¢hb abandomedl stags statian pnothe Middle
ConchoRivert he Aol do Grape Creek Stati on headedmeghera p c
direction. The reason for this was fairly obvious once gawthe location. If you are heading wegbu

would have just come over a rough set of hills and abo@treour day s tfroma kRod Chadbourne. |If

you were headingorthf r om ei t her t he garlaer timeshFors @onchos yolbwowd i o n
again have just completed ath8ur day and would be facing the hills as your next obstathe

archeological artifacts recovered from the site sugpberpostulation that this site remamgreferred

campsite

Grape Creek Station #2 Two Periods, Two Stations

There has &en confusion over the years regarding the station site being reported here and another site twc
miles upstream. What we will refer to as the second site, or Grape Creek Station #2, was reported by Gle
Sample Ely in his boo Butterfield Dwrlafddvaih B858F8 & Ind .it wésk layn)d
Grape Creek Statiosite thathe viewed butit wasa separatstationfrom 1870 to 1882not 18580 1861

The San Antonio to El Paso Overland Mail, also known as the Ben Ficklin Mail Line, reconstituted the
former overland mail lines in A6t Texas after the Civil War. Their headquarters was the Concho Mail
Station, located just south of Fort Concho, San Angelo, Texas. They initially built the mail line from San
Antonio through to El Pasm 1868, but in 1870, they added a northern route fronr 8encho Mail Station

9



and Fort Concho. That route used the old Butterfield road and stations to reach the ultimate destination of
Fort Smith, Arkansas. That route ran until 1882. The main stations along the route are documented in the

U.S. Postal and 3. Army archives, but minor swing stations were not.

The primary station after leaving Fort Concho to the north was Fort Chadbourne, tioras in the

Butterfield Overland Mail Line. Ficklin reconstituted and used as many of the old Butterfield stations as he
could. However, since Fort Corelwas not part of the original Butterfield route, the distances between the
fort and the initial stations on both the western and northern routes were shorter than the standard spacing
swing stations.Optimum spacing was 25 mile3his shorter spacing was for both Johnson Station to the

west and @pe Creek Stationtothenortit he di st ance from Fort Conch
20 miles, and the distance from Fort Conch to the old Grape Creek Station is 20.5 miles. Both stations ha
tobe movedupstreand. o hnsonés Station was moved five mil e:
Station. (Ashmore, 2@0) The same route extension was accomplished for Grape Creek Station. In that
case, they mowkas far upstream as possible, which was to theggouarce, two miles further. This station
must have also retained the name, since it was still on Grape Creek.

Upon reviewing Glen Ely's reportirand the imagery associated with Site #2, the route extefisiorthe

old Butterfield Station became apparent. By following the old rdeain Site #2 up the mesddpund it
descending off the mesa on the north siehy similarto Buttefield Hill. It turnsout the tworoads
descending off the mesas (Butterfield and Ficklin) are only separated by a mile. The cuts for titeadesce
also almost identicalThisisimportant, because the modern ranch roads coming off the mesas ook totally
different. Findly, the two roads intersect and continue along the path of the old Butterfield Road.

- T

Both Roads from each station
10



~Ben Ficklin road

Butterfield road
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This solves the puzzle of two locations for Grape Creek Station. They were constructed for two different
periods and for twdifferent stagecoach lines. The periods were close enough to result in simildypeash

artifacts, as shown in this report and in Glen Ely's photographs.

Ranch Period

The ranching period for this area began in 1899 when John Abe Biaddhs brother, Napoleon Murph
March, purchased 30,000 acres from B.M. Collyns. Collyns purchased the land from the state of Texas in

1880, according to Coke County records.

There is no indication in either the evidence or the family history thétléneh brothers or B.M. Collyns

ever occupied this site. The March brothers knew of the site and tried to describe it to Roscoe Conkling
during his visit in the late 1940s, but they never actually took Conkling to the site. There was some
confusion abougither the conveyance of the site location or Conkling's notes because the site location, as
described, was misidentified in Conklingds subs
t he March home, but cacatiani Thia was confirntechby thesfacathaian n 6 s a
archeology group from Odessa, TX, searched for the site as described in the Conkling book around the ye

2,000, but after extensive searching, their efforts turned up nothing.

Finding The Station

Satellite Imagery Interpretation

The advent of publicly accessible satellite imagery via Google Earth played a crucial role in finding and
interpreting this particular site. First, it helped find it by being able to follow the Butterfield Trail, something

previously unavailable through other means. Even after 156 years, the trail trace is visible to the trained e

The reason a historic trail can be traced through satellite imagery is that satellite images carbdbow
differences in vegetation caused by years of constant trail use and the vegetation's subsequenaftegrowth
the trail's abandonment. The vegetation will generally grow back slightly different from the surrounding
area because the trail has become a depression, which later attnacsoihand water runoff from rain.
Bushes and grass tend to grow slightly healthier in the depressions. In most areas, it can be so slight that
casual observation on the ground or even from an aircraft cannot detect it. However, using satellje image
especially with multiple images of the same | oc
trained eye can find the trace of these vegetation changes in long wagon trail lines across the terrain.

12



The original study began in 2006 to idénthe seconétage station heading west out of Fort Chadbourne,
Johnsondos St alD)i Thecorfcdpsihtofiod tlee rethBants of the trail leading out of a known
location, in this case, Fort Chadbourne, and learn to follow the tracesnexthetopping point. This turned

into al3-year study of the trail from Fort Chadbourne to the Pecos River. (Ashmd@g 201

Determining the exact trail was incorporated into the research to properly correlate imagery data with
accounts from stage pasgens or other persons with firsthand knowledge. The final piece is to obtain
access to the property to confirm both the trail and theagitbwork on it as an archeological project to lay

the final piece of the puzzle in place.

Comparing First-Hand Accounts with Imagery To Find The Location

The first account that needed to be correlated to imagery interpragtimatrail leading to the statiomas
that of Ormsby and his portion of the trip from Fort Chadbourne to Grape Creek. In his goe@siked
the driver how far it was to the next stage stop.

AHow far i s the next station?o

Al believe itdés 30 miles. o

ADo you know the road?5o9

ANo. O

AHow do you expect to get there?bo

AThereds only one road. We canéb6t miss it.o

After dealing with the unruly and semi-wild Spanish Mules, they departing to the west froffort
Chadbourneandheaded south across Oak Creek From there, the Butterfield Trail took airect route from
Fort Chadbourne south to the Colorado RivEhis route to Grape Creéltationmeasures exactly 30.2
miles Again, going back to Ormsbybés account:

AFortunately, our course was a clear straight one, leading acrasg®undless prairied

The road mentioned follows an 1867 military-mapped road between Fort Chadbourne andthe
Colorado River.

13



After the Colorado River, the trail must cross a ruggedrthwesto southeastunning set of hillsto get over
to the valley Grape Creek runs through. The route leading up to this set of hills and the road climbing up tl

east side is well known. The east side is named Butterfield Canyon and the road is cut through the tough
limestone.




It is fairly steep getting up. According to Ormsby, because they had to do with just two mules instead of fo
the mules stopped halfway up and refused to go any furthethesspent the night to let the mules rest and
made it to the top in the vergdy morning hours while it was still dark. When they reached the top he

continues:

fiWe ascended the hill and discovered the station fire, miles distanimere speck among
the treesd

Again, going back to Google Earth and taking the view he was deggiyou find the only possible

location he might have been able td

D e
B

— ’F-Grape Creek Stn
down a draw looking west with a —— L — B

see the station fire would have bee

very narrow view between the lowe
hills. That draw is named
Butterfield Draw on topographic
maps.

It is important 6 note thagafire
from either the
Creek Station or the later Ben
Ficklinds Grape
notbe seen from any part of the
mesa after reaching the top of the
Ficklin Road hill.This helps confirm [&=
the correct hill and road fohe
Butterfield line is the one farther

south, shown here.

BB tterfield il ot

Looking down on Grape Creek Station from top of hills(Google Earth)
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The nex account comes in the form thle 1867 mapby Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Strangho made a

journey from Fort Stockton to Fort Chadbourne to assist in paBpasfor the transfer of the military from

Fort Chadbourne to the new Fort Concho. He made an extremely precise map of his journey, which incluc
the Aol d S BycgmpariBgtthie mapragaingt Google Earth imagery there are several items that
match up to the current location. The first is the station in relation to a set of hills to both the north and
south. Setting the two side by side makes a perfect matehsecond is his description of two ravines they
crossed after leaving the statitmcation and heading up the hills as they continued east and north to Fort
Chadbourne. Again, it is a perfect match.

Hand drawn map by Brvt Lit Col Strang during
transit from Ft Stockton to Ft Chadbourne 1867.
(Google Earth on right)

\ SO Of pass— —+
N :

¥ —— Ravine #2

-~

«—— " Ravine #1

Hand drawn map by Brvt Lt Col Strang during
transit from Ft Stockton to Ft Chadbourne 1867.
(Google Earth on right)
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That brings us to the trail itself, which can still be seen in satelliteerngagifter crossing the creek coming
up from the south the trail is quite prominent as it makes its way north up the creek.

Old

wWagorl

trail
headmg —*
tostation
from

south

East branch Grape Creek

Butterfield Trail trace coming from soh up Grape Creek (Google Earth)

At one point the trail takes@0-degreeturn to hed east up Butterfield Draw and up the hdéscribed

earlier. There is only one reason it would takesh a sharp turn from the creek and that would be that the
station has to be somewhere near the turn. This revealed the proper search location which igtitately
the finding of the site on the ground.

Butterfield Trail trace 90degreeturto the ast(verified by Iking the depression)
17



The trail throughout the Grape Creek area left a fairly deep depression in the soft soil. We would have to
drive across the tileeach day to get to the site and the vehicle semsdhe front bumpewould be set off
each time as we dipped down into the depression, which avesagedeet wide an®.5inches below the

rest of the terrainAt the point we drove through it wad 1 13 inches deep.

Depth of the trI deressmn iS quite prominent

(Front wheels in middle of trail)
In order to confirm the imagery interpretation we walked the trail and made extensive measurements. The
depression left in the ground is quite @ws in this area, to the point that we could determine the ruts within
the depressionWe measured these rut area depths compared to the surrounding W&eaadditionally

confirmed the locations of where the trail crossed the ranch roads headimgtibthnd south.

Eonfirmed turn |

#1
+
7

)

H 1
£ w

on

3

(-

Trail depth measurements(Google Earth)
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Archeological Investigation

Butterfield Overland Mail Period

Next to the trail and about 100 yards beforeG@elegreeturn a very faint outline can be seen in time
particularsatellite mage of a circular corral. The circle is approximately 70 feet in diameter. Within that
circle we got our first metal detecting hit8oth from the imagery and the layout of the artifacts this appears
to have been a 20 X 15 foot shed within the comabably a supply and tack shed. The items found were
square nails for construction of the sheatious pieces of metal band, metal tops of contaiseral|

crushed cans, heavy gauge wire, and a piece of heavier gauge metdiavidpanchedolein it

e s
dlocation andartifacts

Tack/supply she
Just outside the arewe found a handiorged mule shoe. The mule shoe appeahat@been removed due
to wear rather than arbitrarily lost. There were no nails in the shoe and it had distinct wearsakdrathe

middle of the worn area.

17: Hand-forged mule shoe with crack and heavy wear
19



Spread around the corral area on the surface we feanals pieces of bottle glasbslormally, finding glass
bottle fragments in a corral would be unusudlo wever , Ormsbydés account te
were living inside the corral in tents on the inaugural jourriéey probably lived in there for quite a bit

longer as they built the new cabin.

Their corral was built of upright rough timberplanted in the ground. They had pitched

their tents inside, for fear of the Indians, and took turns standing guard, two hours on and

two hours off.
Later, a log cabin was built outside the cqraald the entire area enclosed witlva-foot-high picket
stockadeval. We know this from an account of Mrs. Emma
published out of Ozona, TX. Mrs. Elkins lived on Fort Chadbourne at the time and this was an account of
Indian attack on the station that took @dbe day before they were to abandon the station from orders of the
company. The route was being shut down due to the start of the Civil War. Although the Indian attack
received attention in several publications afterward, the pertinent portion afdoemé follows.

One fusillade after another was fired at the house without serious results, the house being
built of split logs and therefore bulleproof, and the premises enclosed by a picket fence five
feet high.

The first indication of where the loim resided is based on the great number of cut footing stones strewn

about a fairly small areavith many smaller cut stones of the same type.

‘ .

Samplin ootingtons throughu caibin area
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Similar to the vegetation being changedtfa trail, the vegetation that grows back after a building has
blocked out the sunlight for many years is also different than the sumgumedjetation. This cannot be
seen by satellite imagery, but it can be seen by drone imagetyn this caset very clearly showed the

right angles making up a threeom L-shaped dog trot cabin next to the corfalgetherd2 large size

stones were found on the surface in the area of the cabin. Some of these were exposed during metal
detecting digs. Smaller siatones, also flat on both sidegere toonumerougo count. Note the

breezeway of the dog trit facing the optimum direction for the predominate wind from the southwest.
This is the same | ayout f or t hhenedtstgtiondovwnthe Imatb i n

the west.

rone |m hoing cabin arg |th aoig Ston‘es
In and around the cabin area f@eendhundreds of metal detection hits. Most turned out to be square nails
of all sizesandflagging these locati@confirmed the outline of the building as seen in the vegetation from
above. The smaller nails were probably usextlyfor nailing down hanetut shaks for theroof, which
would explain the larger number found throughout. It can be speculated tlagtrenails were for the
main roof beamand probably the door and window frans&sce a split log cabin would not require much in

the way of nails for the walls.

A few of the smaller nails turned out to be round. This was at first a puzzle, givenoliadle period of the
construction. Our research, though, indicates round nails were being manufactured much earlier than
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previously thought. Several companies began producing round nails (called wire nails at the time) in New
York in theearly1830s (Nelson)

Thetopmostshoe nail in 21s ahorsesho@ail which was never usedrheshoenail belowis one ofthetwo

we foundoutside the corral area and nésestimateccabinperimeter Thesefit the mule shoe we found
perfectly. Additionally, theg two nails were cut, one at 28mm and the other at 27ntrare is a slightbend

on the end of each nailas cut with nail cutterslt is importantto notethat the nails are in the same

condition as when the shoe was put dhis indicateghey were reraved by a&rrier with the removal of

the shoe.Although it is possible this was done by someone traveling at a later time, it is much more likely

this was part of the standard activity by the station mule tenders while the stage was running

square nails round nails
- o S,
fence tack
[ me
horse/mule shoe nails

b

o 1 2 3 inches

4 5 centimeters 9

Sampleof the many nails found at this site

Three shovel tests were conducted in the area that would have been considered the common/dining area,

which would be the left room to the dog trot when looking ftheeast side of the cabin.

Shovel Test #1

50cm x50cm- middle of cabin room

0- 20cm: porcelain bottle top, probable deer leg bone, crushed piece of small can, bone handle wrapping
metal insert (utensil).

20- 30cm:1x small square nail, small piecesporcelain glass, mortaa,small piece of witeware plate, 44

40 cartridge fgossble turbation)

30- 40cm: piece of bottle glassiortar, small square nails, small medallion with three clamps (advertising
medallion?)

Shovel Test #2

50cm x 50cni Southcorner of cabin room

0 - 20cm: mortar, smallipce bottle glass.

20- 40cm: mortar, small piece bottle glass, large square nalil
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Shovel Test #2

50cm x 50cm- West side of cabinoom

0 - 20cm: mortar, 3x small square nails, 1x small round nail, 1x large square nail,
20- 40cm: mortar, small piece tile glass

Notably,no window glass was ever found at this site. That fits with not only the periadsbthe fact this
cabin was not intended as a homestead site.

The 4440 was one of three cartridges of this type found at various locationssifeth€his cartridge was
likely buried deeply dringthe grubbing operation that went on while clearing the field orseparate
occasions according to the landowneFis would be an artifact from thppstabandonmentamping

period.

Thelargeamaunt of mortarplasterfound in the shovel testad throughout all the digging in the cabin area

is also significant. There is a great deal of it coming out of almost every dug hole in the area of the cabin.
The term mortaplasteris due to the fact this not mortar in the traditional sense or of the kind normally
found, for example at Fort Chadbourngome unearthed stones weosered inthe mortarplaster

substancealong with a slice of pure mortar coming out of éimehole.

These stones weriély used to build the fireplaces; one on each end was typica.sfhller stones,

which are all also flat on both sides, were mortqoledteredhs they wer@laced Most were not exposed to
high heat, but w did findfire-crackedimestone spread abbfarther out from the cabin aredt first, we

thought this might be remnantsiiddle Archaicindian encampments since there was abundant evidence of
stone toolsanda fewdiagnostic pointshroughouthe area. Howevewe did find one very large cut

limestone block that was fired and had mdpiasteron it. This was probably one of the main fireplace
blocks and this gave a stromglicationthat the smallefire-crackedrocks were also part of the inner

fireplace construcand had been spread frahe ranch clearing operatianhe smaller stones were

probably the outer portion of the fireplace that was not exposed to the high heat.

0 1 2 3 inches

B 1 2 3 4 5 centimeters
——

Mortar /plaster on stone a slice of mortar/plaster, and various chunks
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Mortar on the S|de and top ofa Iargellmestone block “

As reported by Mrs. Elkin in her account, after the cabinbwéis a stockade type wall was added using a
picket wall constructA faint outline of this wall and the entrance trail frane tmain trailcan be seen in one
particular satellite imagélhe entrance trail leads up to the cabin. It appears they extended from the corral t
the cabin on each side for the stockada circular fashion Flaggedf thenailsmetal detectetend to

support this outline seen in the imagery.

Probable
mpound wall

\

Probable south compound walis shownby flagged nail areas
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2011 satellite imagery
2
&
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’

Outline of entire stage stop with stockade wallGoogle Earth)
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Artifacts

Sim | ar t o J o,hhe sertstétisdovihitha lingtleere are multiple periods represented in the
artifacts found at this locatioriThere are the artifacts that would fit the period the stagecoach was active anc

there is the podtage statioperiod, which represents camping for those using the old stage road.

The artifacts that fit the stagecoach period are limited. This is because the owners were ordered to pack u
and leave the station in tepringof 1861. Within their account of the liath attackconveyed by Mrs.

Elkins, they commented that their wagon was packed and they were to depart the next morning. After the
attack a contingent from Fort Chadbourne was brought back to the station to render medical aid and assist
transportinghem back to the fort. So, we know they departed and took all their possessions with them. Tt

only artifacts left to find are those they purposely discarded as trash.

The numerous square nailsed inthe construction of the cabiwwere obviously of mper period.Beyond
that most of the items ahe proper period were found in or very close to ésématedcabin perimeter. The

following shows the artifacts and where they were found.

Eﬁrokenpcete S proken candle holder

Sy gty
(SR E‘Li

Artifact in and roundabln are of rbIe uttefield sage period
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Also found in an area just in front of the buildipgrimetemwere some large pieces of whiteware. One was
an identifiable piece of dish and the other haduwdial stoneware stamp ont. Themaker'smark is from

L.F. Field, Utica, N.Y., prduced 1860 1870(Pottery Magic)

3 inches

Whiteware dish pieces and partial stoneware stamp

In addition to the hantbrged mule shoe found near the corral, three if@mgarticularappear to be mule
harness hardware. Those are the harness bucklessamgand ahandforgedsquare head hinge pin for

the mule yoke. The buckle and ring were both found within the cabin perimeter. The hinge pin was found
out by the area that would have been the stockade gate for the wagon to enter. The hisgeajiar ian

most mule yoke hingpins This can be explaindad the smaller size of the Spanish mules being used for

this portion of the stage route.

Mule harness hardware

l“ﬁ

3 4 5 centimeters

2 3 inche

m

modern mule harness [IBtErmule harness

(examnly)

Mule harness hardware(artifacts top, examples bottom)
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PostStage StationPeriod Artifacts

After the stagecoach site was abandoned it continued to be used by travelers. Some of the items found w
obviously from this later periodit was also likely reoccupied by the Ben Ficklin mail line as a swing station
on the same route from 1870 to 1882

Two military periods of camping were fouind-ort Chadbourne and Fort Concho pesioé 5070

cartridge was found that matchedimilarc ar t ri dge found at Johnsonodos S
in 2006. This was a Berdammimed raisedring centerfre cartridge This isalso identified a&JMC Ringed

Folded Head This was the earliest of th&0-70 Government cartridge Itwas a black powder round

adopted in 1866 for the US Springfield Model 1866 Trapdoor Rifle.

50-70 Military cartridge

There are two possibilities for this typd cartridge being at these two locations. One is a unit from Fort Chadbourne

and one is a unit from Fort Stockton.

In June 1867 Lieutenant Boehm left Fort Chadbourne with a detachment of 40 men and followetktfiel@drail

down to the Middle Concho. They setup whaythec al | ed 6 P e thellacatemof JoHbsonspSéatioa. t
Basing out of this location they escorted cattle herds to the Pecos for a period of one month, at which time they wer:
relievedby G Company of the 4th U.S. Cavalry. This rotationahpanysizedetachments continued for six months
into November 1867, when Fort Chadbourne finally closed and moved to start up Fort Concho the following month.
(Haley, Taylor)

The oher possibility is the unit from Fort Stockton ledBrevetLieutenantColonel Strang on his march to Fort
Chadbourne in October 1867. Both these units probably caatpplee Grape Creek sjtasit is approximatelyeight 8

hours by wagoibetweenthissie and t he next st.ésheuldbe notedthathsimilarcartndges S
was found at t he (AShmbrey200)nd6s St ati on site.
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The other military artifacts found at this site come from the Fort Concho period. A broken knife ainonfioak
M1874 military mess kit was found at two separate locations withiagtimateccompound walls but not within the

estimatedouilding perimeter.

Utensils from the M1874 mess kit

This site did not show up in any Fort Concho patrol repditswvever this site was known to be a temporary
camp forsoldiersfrom Fort Concho passing this waygnier, Schmidt It is unknown how long this
building was standing and useable. It could have eventually been washed away by some of the massive

floods reported in the early 1900s or the logs could have been taken away and repurposed.

Other camping items found appear to be civilian in natwe.know this road was used extensively after the
Civil War by immigrant wagon trains amattledrives. Fotthe trail drives the name changed to become the

GoodnightLoving Trail.

The 4440 was the most popular cartridge of the 187Disree were found at this location and six were
previously f ound Tlese particuanones weresstarSpeddtiester (WRC)In one
cartridge the primer is missing, but from the other, tivappears they were not fired from the same gun

based on the hammer pin indentation comparison.
Except for one 4410 cartridge the camping items appeared to be outsidritling perimeter and spread

around. In addition to the 4410 cartridge a UMC 12 gaug€lubdshotgun shell was dug up in the area of
the cabin perimeter. The UMC Club double ring wWeesfirst in theClub family of shells. It was a black
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