The Greek Alphabet
by Dan Trygg

In Koiné Greek, there were twenty-four letters in the alphabet (cAoo-Bntol).

Form Name Transliteration Sound Greek
Capital Small Greek English English Examples
Approximations

A o aAdoL alpha a abyss a-Bvc-cog

B B Brro béta b bible Bi-BAtL-ov

r Y YOuLptor gamma g graph YPo- M

A ) Sertal delta d demon Sol-pav

E € € YoV epsilon e despot 3e0-m0-TNC

yA ¢ (o zéta z zeal {n-Aog

H n nto éta ¢ alleluia OA-AN-Aov-10

2] 0 oMo théta th theology fe-0c

I 1 1010 iota i idiot 1-81-0¢

K K KOLTUTO kappa k camel KO-PN-A0g

A A AouBdor lambda I logical AO-y1-K0C

M n ) mu m mother un-tnp

N v VO nu n anti av-Tl

= 3 & xi or ksi ks axiom o-El-@-po;

0] 0 0 HLKPOV omicron 0 apology 0-TO-A0-Y1-0,

I1 T m pi P poet TOL-N-TNC

P P ) rho r rhetoric pN-TOP

) o [c] otypa sigma S skiff oxo-on

T 1 7000 tau t topography 10-mog

Y v D YILOV upsilon u German: i 1V-mog

® o ol phi ph phone dw-vn

X X il chi ch chasm YOLG—L0L

¥ i i psi ps apse oYl

Q ® @ PEYQL omega 0 ode ®-01

When vy is followed by v, x, & ory, itsounds like, and is transliterated as an “n”,
e.g., Yy = ng; yx = nk; y& = nks; and, yx = nch.

Greek does not have an “h”, but it does have a way to represent the sound. Instead of a
separate letter, Greek employs breathing marks over all words beginning with a vowel, and words

which begin with the letter rho (p). The rough breathing mark represents the “h” sound. When a
vowel (or the letter rho [p]) has this mark over it, start the sound with an “h” sound. Also be sure to
represent the sound with an “h” in your transliteration. If a vowel has a smooth breathing mark
over it, say the vowel without an “h” sound. There will be no “h” represented in the transliteration.
There are also three accent marks, acute ('), grave ('), and circumflex (*). These represent no
sound, other than emphasis. At the beginning of words, breathing marks will sometimes be

e NN Ql

combined with accent marks, e.g., “,”,",", *, or ”.

Greek also has diphthongs. These are vowels that combine together to form one sound.

oL = ai as in aisle oL = au as in sauerkraut
eL =eiasineight ev =euas in feud
ot =oiasinoil nv =eu as in eulogy

VU = Ui as in suite oV =0u as in group
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