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HOLD MY
HAND

DRAMA | WAR | SURVIVAL THRILLER
DIRECTED BY IULIIA MOSTOVA



Logline

Trapped in a nightmarish captivity, a group of Ukrainian
women find themselves subjected to torment by russian
soldiers. Despite their exhaustion and despair, they
band together, turning their suffering into an act of
rebellion, fighting for their freedom.

Themes
« Resilience and Defiance
« The Horrors of War
« Unity in the Face of Oppression
« Female Strength and Resistance
« The Cost of Freedom

Impact & Message

This film serves as a powerful statement against war
crimes and a tribute to the resilience of those who
survive. With a strong festival run, it aims to raise
awareness and start conversations about the atrocities
committed against civilians during wartime.




HLW SYNOPL

Day 73 in captivity. Olena and Maya, exhausted and broken, endure another day in a room full of women held hostage by russian
soldiers. When the soldiers force them to sing and dance to their captors’ demands, their humiliation turns into quiet determination.
But as the days pass, their desperation shifts. Olena, with fire in her eyes, begins to orchestrate something unthinkable—a revolt. The
women secretly arm themselves with whatever they can, waiting for the right moment.

On Day 76, the plan unfolds. Using their forced performances as a cover, they lure the soldiers into a false sense of control. When the
time is right, they strike. In a brutal and calculated uprising, the captors are overpowered. The women flee into the unknown, running

toward the sound of Ukrainian voices.
A powerful, emotional journey that sheds light on the horrors of war and the strength of those who refuse to be silenced.

HOLD MY HAND



Visual & Cinematic Style

. Gritty and Realistic: Handheld camera movements to create a
sense of urgency and authenticity.

« Muted Color Palette: Shades of gray, brown, and deep blues
to enhance the oppressive environment.

. High-Contrast Lighting: Flickering, dim lights in captivity;
brighter, natural hues in the escape.

« Symbolism: The transition from darkness to light represents
hope and freedom.

« Close-Ups & POV Shots: Intensifying the emotional
connection with the women’s pain and resilience







Directors Comment

| am from the Ukraine and this horror has been terrorising us for many years. |
have people close to my family who experienced captivity and who faced the
unhumain behaviour from the enemy country. These people don't have a heart.

This film is a visceral, emotional experience that does not shy away from the

brutal realities of war. Inspired by true events and survivor accounts, it a
shed light on the suffering of women and men in occupied territories wh
showcasing their unyielding spirit. The goal is to immerse the audience |
tension, fear, and ultimate triumph of these women.
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Olena Petrenko, 30 y.o. Maya Zinchenko, 22 y.o. Yana Sokolovska, 25 y.o. russian soldiers



