
CELEBRATING 90 YEARS:

GENESEE VALLEY WOMEN’S 

GOLF ASSOCIATION

H O N OR IN G  A  R I CH  H I S TO R Y O F  WO M E N' S  G O L F  A CH I E V E ME N T S



EARLY YEARS



EARLY YEARS
CLUB HOUSE (1920s) 



CHANG ES FOR WOMEN 
IN SPORTS
The early 20th century marked a significant increase
in women's participation in sports, shaping their roles 
in society.

FORMATION OF THE WOMEN’S 
GOL F ORG ANIZATION
The Women's Golf Organization was established to foster 
a supportive community for women golfers and enhance 
competitive opportunities.

PROMOTING WOMEN'S G OLF
The organization aimed to promote women's golf 
at competitive levels, paving the way for future 
generations of female golfers.

KEY FOUNDERS AND
 EARLY LEADERS



PIONEERING WOMEN

A group of pioneering women founded the 

organization, emphasizing the significance of 

golf as a sport for women.

President:           Mrs. Elmore Taylor

Vice President:   Mrs. E.L. Miller

Secretary:           Dorothy Ryan

Treasurer:           Frances Whiting

Tournaments:     Hilda Barry

Golf Chair:           Miss Ada Munger

KEY FOUNDERS AND
 EARLY LEADERS



KEY FOUNDERS AND
 EARLY LEADERS

LEA DERSHI P

AN D GROWTH

The leadership of these women laid the 

groundwork for the future growth of 

the organization in women's golf.

F OU NDATIO N O F  

THE O RGAN IZ ATI O N

The founders established a strong 

foundation that continues to support 

and promote women's golf today.



INITIAL CHALLENGES 
AND MILESTONES

C HALL ENGES FAC ED

F IR ST TO URNA MENTS

The Women's Golf Organization had to overcome 

challenges related to gaining recognition and attracting 

new members in a competitive environment.

The organization marked key milestones with its first 

tournaments, helping to raise awareness and establish 

its reputation in the golf community. 

The successful execution of events helped build 

momentum, attracting more participants and increasing 

visibility for the Women's Golf Organization.

BUILDING MOMENTUM



GVWGA PAST PRESIDENTS
1935 Edith Taylor

1937 Dolores Merrell

1938 Edith Taylor

1939 Doris Fleishman

1940 Doris Fleishman

1943 Rosalie Sykes

1947 Mrs. Henry Freeman

1948 Maude Miller

1950 Mrs. William Walsh

1953 Mrs. Charles Weisner

1957 Mabel M. Smith

1958 Mabel M. Smith

1959 Mabel M. Smith

1960 Mabel M. Smith

1961 Mrs. Wilbur Eckert

1962 Mrs. Wilbur Eckert



GVWGA PAST PRESIDENTS
1994 Linda Keith

1995 Elaine Hallett

1996 Judy Trau

1997 Judy Trau

1998 Judy Trau

1999 Grace Frost

2000 Linda McCann-Cowit

2001 Linda McCann-Cowit

2002 Georgia Rush

2003 Georgia Rush

2004 Georgia Rush

2005 Georgia Rush

2006 Lisa Valbergs

2007 Lisa Valbergs

2008 Georgia Rush

2009 Georgia Rush

2010 Georgia Rush

2011 Judy Hazelden

2012 Judy Hazelden

2013 Judy Hazelden

2014 Liz Prescod

2015 Liz Prescod

2016 Liz Prescod

2017 Liz Prescod

2018 Christine Hart

2019 Christine Hart

2020 Lissa Schaefer

2021 Lissa Schaefer

2022 Lissa Schaefer

2023 Georgia Rush

2024 Georgia Rush

2025 Cindy Keller



GVWGA PAST CHAMPIONS

James F. O’Connell & Miss Mabel Smith



GVWGA PAST CHAMPIONS

Ann Mare Di Cesare

1961 Champion



GVWGA PAST CHAMPIONS
• 2024 - Susan Penepent

• 2023 - Michele Miller

• 2022 - Susan Penepent

• 2021 - Amy Hay

• 2020 - Amy Hay

• 2019 - Sue Stojanovich

• 2018 - Linda Bailey

• 2017 - Linda Bailey

• 2016 - Linda Bailey

• 2015 - Mary Schlitzer

• 2014 - Linda Bailey

• 2013 - Cara Laney

• 2012 - Kathy Schuth

• 2011 - Kathy Schuth

• 2010 - Valliery Holmes

• 2009 - Valliery Holmes

• 2008 - Chris Hengstler

• 2007 - Sharon Owen

• 2006 - Georgia Rush

• 2005 - Marge Neil

• 2004 - Emma Williams

• 2003 - Carolyn Tinling

• 2002 - Linda Chait

• 2001 - Carolyn Tinling 

• 2000 - Shelia Diprima

• 1999 - Shelia Diprima

• 1998 - Shelia Diprima

• 1997 - Shirley Blandino

• 1996 - Shirley Blandino

• 1995 - Maggie Kril 

• 1994 - Maggie Kril 

• 1993 - Maggie Kril 

• 1992 - Peg Ankerman

• 1991 - Sherri Skinski

• 1990 - Peg Ankerman

• 1989 - Sherri Skinski

• 1988 - Sherri Skinski

• 1987 - Sherri Skinski

• 1986 - Sherri Skinski

• 1985 - Sherri Skinski

• 1984 - Beth Walsh       

• 1983 - Beth Walsh



GVWGA PAST CAMPIONS
• 1982 - Peg Ankerman

• 1981 - Peg Ankerman

• 1980 - Beth Walsh

• 1979 - Beth Walsh

• 1978 - Beth Walsh

• 1977 - Beth Walsh

• 1976 - Marge Myers

• 1975 - Marge Myers

• 1974 - Mary Wallman

• 1973 - Barbara Ludington

• 1972 - Mary Wallman

• 1971 - Rhea Hagen

• 1970 - Mary Wallman

• 1969 - Doris Stockdale

• 1968 - Doris Stockdale

• 1967 - Doris Stockdale

• 1966 - Shirley Freeman

• 1965 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1964 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1963 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1962 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1961 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1960 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1959 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1958 - Ann Marie Di'Cesare

• 1957 - Denise Miller

• 1956 - Denise Miller

• 1955 - Denise Miller

• 1954 - Marion Nichols

• 1953 - No champion

• 1952 - Jean Jermyn

• 1951 - Cara Leeper

• 1950 - Violet Allen

• 1944 - 1949 - Jean Jermyn

• 1943 - No champion

• 1942 - Mary Sweeny

• 1941 - Jean Jermyn

• 1940 - Mary Sweeny

• 1939 - Gloria Sangorn

• 1938 - Cora Moore

• 1937 - Jean Cardinale

• 1936 - Cora Moore

• 1935 - Cora Moore



GVWGA PAST 
SENIOR CHAMPIONS

• 2024 - Elizabeth Harper

• 2023 - Upar Siripratoom-Yeager

• 2022 - Pat Yates

• 2021 - Kathy Emison

• 2020 - Upar Siripratoom-Yeager

• 2019 - Sherry Bauman

• 2018 - Patricia Sorce

• 2017 - Patricia Sorce

• 2016 - Patricia Sorce

• 2015 - Patricia Sorce

• 2014 - Kathy Ritz

• 2013 - Kelly Calabrese

• 2012 - Kelly Calabrese 



COMMUNITY
COLLABORATIONS

The organization's commitment to 

community support continues to promote 

inclusivity and positive change in 

women's golf.

LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE

The GVWGA Golf Organization has 

developed a rich legacy of excellence 

over its 90-year history, fostering talent 

and leadership.





Thanks to Pennfair Golf 
for supporting GVWGA Members

with Free Club Fitting this past 

February and for providing our 

organization with gifts/products 

for our Fall Banquet.



SPRING BANQUET COMMITTEE

KIM MONTROIS
with help from

 Micki Walsh, Diane May & Doreen Biviano

Tammy Bills for the gifts

And Ontario Golf Club for Hosting
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