The Ultimate Pet Transport
Playbook

Your Options for Pet Transport




The Ultimate Pet Transport
Playbook

Start early. This depends on your transport category of course. We compiled
approximate guidance for timing the planning of your pet’s journey without
additional stress. Here you will see the minimum and maximum booking
time recommendations from transport companies, so that you can plan
accordingly. Depending on type and size of pet, destination, transport
means and any special situations. Our recommendation: earlier the better.

No pre booking required usually they are
readily available to take your dog to vet, grooming or any other

appointment.

There are offers from
48 hours - 2 weeks booking window.

There are offers from
5 days - 6 weeks in advance.

There are offers from
2 weeks - 2 months in advance.

There are offers from
1-3 months in advance.

there are offers from 6-12 months due to microchip, rabies series, titers,
quarantines and permits.



Crate-train your pet now. If you will need a crate for your pet’s journey, better
find out type and size of the crate and if possible, introduce it to your pet early
enough. Create a good relationship between your pet and the crate with treats,
toys and playing together in/around the crate. You can buy your own crate or
some transport companies provide it for the planned journey (ie.lIATA-compliant
kennel sized so your pet can stand, turn, lie naturally; snub-nosed breeds often
need 10% larger crates)

ID & eligibility: Check your pet’s vaccination status together with you vet and ask
your transport company about any special requirements for your destination.
Dogs entering the U.S. from Aug 1, 2024 must be 6+months, microchipped, and
have a CDC Dog Import Form (+extras from high-rabies countries).

Keep microchip + tags current.

2-week mini-plan:

Days 14-10: feed in the crate;

Days 9-5: close the door 5-10 min after meals;

Days 4-2: do 10-20 min car rides in the crate;

Day -1: pack labels/bolts/bedding;

Flight day: light meal 2-4 h before check-in and a good walk.

Escape-proof at TSA: Pets come out of the carrier at security. Use a snug harness
+ double-clip leash, and keep a recent photo + microchip number on your
phone.

Paperwork: Print two sets of documents, keep PDFs on your phone, and tape a
copy in a clear pouch on the crate (“LIVE ANIMAL” + arrows + contacts).

Prepare yourself for the journey too. Most important is to learn as much as
possible about the details of your pet’s transport from different sources. The
more you know, the more peace of mind you’ll have. As you’re reading this
playbook, you’re on good track.

Use this directory to filter, review summary of their services, compare pet
transport companies and find the best fitting pet transport company for your
needs.



Local Pet Ride: It’'s an option for daily, local pet ride to take your pet to vet,
grooming or any other appointment and sometimes back. Very useful when you
are stuck between meetings or have no time to ride your pet ot its important
appointment.

Travel nanny: You can use this service when transporting you pet but you can
not be there with them. Usually for in-cabin air transport for small size pets.
Travel nanny provides full escort, special care and lots of love.

Ground (private or shared): door-to-door, flexible stops, best for snub-nosed
breeds and anxious travelers. A good solution to avoid airport waiting and plane
cargo stress. Ground transport companies usually offer regular information
sharing with pet parent on current location, status of pet or even video calls
with your pet. There are companies offering live location sharing apps as well.

Commercial air: in-cabin (small pets under-seat), or as temperature-controlled
cargo for larger pets. Airlines cap pet counts, restrict some breeds, and follow
weather Llimits. Best and sometimes the only solution for international
transports. Airlines usually have heat embargos especially for destination
temperatures, and it is for the safety of your pet. Summer months are risky at
certain destinations, do not forget to clarify this topic with your transport
company while planning your pet’s move.

Private jet (solo or shared “pet flights”): this is the best solution for your furry
friend and also you of course. It avoids all the airport waiting, cargo stress,
separation anxiety of air transport but it requires the highest budget for the
transport. There are two options: solo or pay-per-seat where you travel with
other pets and their owners, both in-cabin with owner; highest comfort, highest
cost but an unforgettable experience for both you and your pet.

Rescue transport: organized ground/air relocations for adopted animals that are
distressed conditions, or in shelters; still follow health/entry rules.




There are three options to air transport your pet:

In-cabin (commercial): carrier must fit under the seat; pet stays contained
throughout taxi, takeoff, landing (FAA rules). Airlines might have different rules
for different size pets and service animals. It is important to check in advance.

In-cabin (private/charter): typically, your pet stays alongside you; operators
might have different rules (leash/securement/papers/favorite toy), so it is
important to check details with your transport company in advance.

Cargo hold: Cargo area of planes used for live animal transportation are
temperature and pressure-controlled areas. They are dim and probably your pet
sleeps majority of the flight due to routine engine sound and dim environment.
Usually there are other pets in the area. It is clear that millions of animals ship
safely each year. Best for nonstop flights. IATA-compliant crate must be used.
Airlines apply temperature embargoes: many carriers fly warm-blooded pets
only between 45-85°F; 20-44°F often needs a vet acclimation letter; <20°F or
>85°F typically no go.

There are two options to ground transport your pet:

Private: only your pet is being transported, usually in a van and with one driver.
The offers differ but usually, dogs travel without crate, cats in the crate and you
need to ask for other types of pets. Companies guarantee bathroom/exercise
breaks every 2-3 hours. For long distances, some companies organize that driver
and pet sleeps at pet-friendly hotels and in some others the driver and the pet
sleeps in the van at parking areas. You usually have the options of: having the
driver’s mobile number or receiving regular updates from the company or having
a live location tracking apps. Check if your company provides drivers that are
trained/certified in pet emergencies.

Shared: same model, door-to-door transport in a van but shared with other
pets. Companies organize the itinerary of each pet’s stop in the van and share
with you in advance together with timelines. Check with your company the
number of drivers, number of pets, crate status of all pets in advance. This
option is more budget-friendly than private ground transport. Good solution if
you pet is compatible with other pets.
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Air (in-cabin): fast; size limits; limited pet slots.

Air (cargo): fastest long-haul; subject to weather/breed rules, careful crate prep
needed.

Air (private jet): Least stressful but most expensive solution.

Ground: flexible schedules, frequent breaks, no cabin size limits; slower for
cross-country, not an option for overseas moves.

Minimum age: U.S. airlines commonly require 8+ weeks and weaned;
international routes may require older ages—always check carrier rules.

For dogs entering the U.S., CDC rules now require 6+ months, microchip, and
documentation—adopters importing young puppies will hot meet entry rules.

Brachycephalic dogs/cats. Often restricted in cargo; require larger crates and
careful routing.

Banned or special-control breeds (examples).

UK: “XL Bully” banned unless exempt; strict muzzle/lead rules.

New Zealand: certain breeds prohibited; additional species restrictions.
Australia: some hybrid cats (e.g., certain Bengals/Savannah) and specific
breeds not permitted.

Always check the official government site for your destination.
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It sounds like a good idea for all pet parents to give sedatives to their pet in
order to avoid too much stress in all the unknown situations they will be
exposed and feel the long journey less stressful, but it is not.

First of all, vets do not recommend because it is usually not known how the pet’s
metabolism will react to sedative, especially at high altitudes and also, they
would not be able to show their natural self-protection behavior in case needed.
Unless a vet prescribes it for a medical reason, do not consider sedatives.

Additionally, airlines usually do not accept sedated pets into the flight.

Hawaii (USA): Rabies-free state. To qualify for Direct Airport Release/“5-Day-
Or-Less”, microchip, two rabies shots, FAVN titer and 30-day wait after sample
receipt; fees typically $185-5244. Arriving early can trigger up to 120-day
quarantine.

Australia: Only one quarantine site (Mickleham, Melbourne). Expect 10-30 days
post-entry quarantine (longer if issues), and import permit before booking

quarantine.

Japan: Microchip, rabies series, titer = 0.5 IU/ml, then 180-day wait before
arrival (or the pet is quarantined for the remainder).

India: Generally limited to two pets as baggage for transferring residence; AQCS
NOC and official health certificate required; documentation varies by category.



It really depends on several factors. There are so many pet transport companies
out there and it is not easy to search, review their web sites trying to find out
several decisive factors, especially when you have a lot of other topics on your
desk including your move.

Each pet transport company have different strengths just like each pet and
parent have different needs and requirements. So it is important to find the best
match rather than the best company which is very relative.

As we passed through the same process through our move overseas, we aimed
to help fellow pet parents see options together at the same site, have a
summary of the services they offer, evaluate their strengths and most important
compare them before finally deciding.

Use this directory to filter pet transport companies per your needs, review their
services, strengths, reviews and compare them to make your final decision.

This also depends on several factors; transport means, type and size of pet,
destination, solo or shared, premium services and so on. That’s why pet
transport companies generally do not provide any price on their web sites but
would prepare customized pricing as per your specific situation.

Just as a very general guidance, we prepared a summary table comprising the
data from available offers from companies of different size, service coverage and
experience.

You can use below table for rough ranges, what’s usually included and what
drives the prices up or down within the same transport service.

You shall contact transport companies for pricing info of your pet’s journey.




by pettransportdirectory.com
Pickup/drop-off within a metro area; short

wait time; basic restraint/crating; SMS
updates

Distance & traffic; peak hours/after-hours; extra
stops/wait time; size/number of pets; special
handling (aggressive/anxious);
tolls/parking/airport fees

$75-$300 per trip | or $75-$125/hr

+ $1.50-%3.00/mi

Escort’s time, airline ticket, pet cabin fee, hand-
off at destination; basic docs guidance

Airfare class and route; last-minute booking;
international paperwork/endorsements; extra
travel days/layovers; crate size.

Domestic: $1,000-52,000 |
International: $2,500-$5,500+

Door-to-door, single-household ride, planned breaks/overnights;
photo/text updates; fuel/tolls

Total miles; number of overnights; two-driver team; rural
pickups; large breeds/multiple pets; tight timelines/weather
detours

$1.25-$3.00 per mile (often $2,400-
$7,000+ cross-country)
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Multi-pet route, scheduled windows, shared costs;
photo/text updates

How direct the route is; pickup/delivery window flexibility;
number/size of pets; seasonal demand; crate/travel gear
provided or not

$0.50-52.00 per mile (often $500-
$2,500 on long routes)

Airline pet fee, handling at origin/destination; airline-
approved crate (owner-supplied); basic paperwork check

Weight/kennel size (cargo bills by dimensional weight);
nonstop vs. connections; temperature embargoes; breed
rules; airport handling fees

In-cabin fee: $95-$150 each way |
Cargo total: ~$450-52,000+

Air waybill/handling, export/import checks, customs
brokerage; IATA crate (owner-supplied), document
coordination

Origin/destination pair; pet weight/kennel size; fuel
surcharges; customs/vet inspections; endorsements
(USDA/consulate); peak season capacity

~$1,000-56,000+ one way (airfare +
services)


http://www.pettransportdirectory.com/

Whole aircraft, in-cabin with owner, custom schedule;
pet-friendly operator & FBO handling

Route length & aircraft type; short-notice departures;
international handling; repositioning fees; weekend/holiday
demand

$15,000-$70,000+ per domestic leg
(rule-of-thumb $5,000-$15,000+/hr)

Seat on pet-friendly charter; in-cabin travel; baggage
allowance per operator

Route pair (e.g., US«UK/EU/DXB); seat availability
(requires route to “fill”); pet size rules per seat; extras
(additional pets, oversize baggage)

$6,500-$11,500 per seat (human + pet)

Fuel/share on organized rescue runs; volunteer pilot/van
legs; coordination with rescue/adopter

Supply/demand; distance/legs; crate/vet paperwork
readiness; weather windows; last-minute changes;
required donations

$0-$300 per pet (often donation-
based)
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U.S. federal taxes (2025): The moving expense deduction is suspended (2018-
2025) for most people. Active-duty military on PCS orders may still deduct
unreimbursed moving expenses using Form 3903; the IRS includes shipping
household goods/personal effects (which historically covers pets) under eligible
expenses. Employer reimbursements are generally taxable now, except for
qualifying military moves.

Military Discounts and reimbursements: SOme companies offer discounts to
military personnel PCS. From Jan 1, 2024: up to $550 (CONUS)/$2,000 (OCONUS);
from Nov 25, 2024: up to $4,000 in certain high-rabies scenarios. From Feb 21,
2025, limited reimbursement to an alternate location may be allowed when pet
can’t go to the PDS.

State Tax Deductions & charities: Some states still allow state-level moving
deductions; donations to qualified 501(c)(3) rescues are generally deductible as
charitable gifts (not transport for your own pet). Ask a tax pro for your situation.

Saving by ride sharing ground transport or exploring off-peak flights. Ask
providers about ride-share options and rescue/non-profit rates (varies by
company).

Airline liability for animals is limited; ask carriers and shippers about coverage
limits and consider third-party pet travel insurance for high-value routes.
(Policies vary—confirm what’s covered.)

Unfortunately, scammers are attacking pet parents about their sensitive topic:
pet. always verify offers from the contact information on the official website of
the transport company.

Red flags: “free” pets with shipping fees, requests for wire/qgift cards/crypto,

surprise “airline insurance/crate” charges, or unverified IPATA logos. Use the CDC
and IPATA sites to verify rules and memberships; get a written contract.
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