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GC3:  
The Great Commission 

Go therefore and make disciples of all naƟons. MaƩhew 28:19 

 

This Bible study is the third in the GC Trilogy and focuses on 
the commission our Lord Jesus gave us to make disciples of 

all naƟons. Here, we seek to understand what the Great 
Commission is, to heat up our love for the Lord and our 

compassion for others, and to take pracƟcal steps to share 
our faith. 

 

 

The GC Trilogy 
GC1: The Greatest Commandment 

GC2: The Second Greatest Commandment 
GC3: The Great Commission 

 

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Session One: GC3 Defined 

The purpose of this Bible study is for us to understand what GC3 is, stoke our fires of love for the Lord and 
compassion for others, and take pracƟcal steps to increase the degree to which we share our faith with others. 

1. We learned about GC1 and GC2 in the previous two studies. What are these commands? See Mark 
12:30-31. 

2. Write out the following Scriptures that tell us what GC3 is. 
 MaƩhew 28:19-20  

 Luke 24:46-48  

 Acts 1:8   

3. GC3 is the Great Commission, which is where we get the leƩers “GC.” But, just like GC1 and GC2, it is not 
just a suggesƟon or a good idea, it is a ______________________. 

4. What does it mean to be commissioned? 

5. The MaƩhew verse above says to make disciples and to teach them. What is a disciple, and what are 
they to be taught? 

6. From the Luke verse, what should be proclaimed, and where is it to be proclaimed? 

7. From the MaƩhew and Acts verses, who is with us in carrying out this commission, and what do we 
receive to be able to do it? 

In both Luke and Acts, Jesus was telling his disciples to be witnesses. They were there with Jesus and saw all 
that he did and heard all that he said. We are here, a couple of millennia later. Read the Words of Hope 
devoƟonal pictured on the next page.  
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8. Because we did not witness Jesus when he 
physically walked the earth, are we excluded 
from GC3? Why or why not? 

 

 

Mark MiƩelberg, in his book The Unexpected 
Adventure that he co-authored with Lee Strobel, 
writes: 

A ChrisƟan, by definiƟon, is a follower of 
Jesus Christ, the one who came “to seek and 
to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10) and who 
then commissioned us to follow his example 
and “go and make disciples” (MaƩhew 
28:19). We were redeemed, in part, for the 
purpose of reaching others for Christ. 
Therefore, we’ll never be complete in our 
experience with God unƟl we allow him to 
use us to spread his message to others. 1 

9. What do you think of this excerpt? 

Another term for GC3 is the somewhat inƟmidaƟng word evangelism. Kevin G. Harney, in his book Organic 
Outreach For Ordinary People, states:  

We evangelize all the Ɵme. When we try a new restaurant that has amazing food, we want others to 
experience it. Many people are so enthusiasƟc about a sports team that they wear clothes that bear 
the team’s name and logo. They memorize players’ stats and talk about “their team.” 

The truth is, when we are zealous about something, when we really love it, we talk about it. We invite 
others to experience it. We want to share the joy. 2 

10. What do you think about Kevin’s discussion of evangelism?  

11. What things do you evangelize about? 
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Kevin also talks about the “One-Degree Rule,” which states that we can increase the degree of our outreach 
incrementally and consistently. By this, we will begin to see God working through us, which not only builds his 
Kingdom here on earth but also strengthens our faith and confidence. But first, we need to idenƟfy our 
personal evangelisƟc temperature so we have a starƟng point. Only you can know your temperature. The 
importance lies not in where we place ourselves currently (and each day we may feel we are at a different 
starƟng point), but in determining where we are starƟng from. 3 

12. Circle where you are on the scale below, where a “One” is that the idea of sharing your faith with others 
never enters your mind, and a “Ten” is that it is all you think about and are witnessing all the Ɵme. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

13. What do you think of the idea of raising your personal evangelisƟc temperature? 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Challenge Discussion 

Every week, we will introduce a challenge at the end of the session for you to complete over the next seven 
days before meeƟng for the next session. Challenges generally take about five to fiŌeen minutes each day. If a 
day is skipped, please don’t stop! Just pick up where you leŌ off. 

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

Challenge One: Pray for Yourself 

Complete this challenge each of the next seven days aŌer meeƟng for Session One and before meeƟng for 
Session Two. 

Every ChrisƟan can increase their personal evangelisƟc temperature with prayer.  

Do you have trouble believing that your prayers make a difference? Satan certainly wants you to think they do 
not. Look at what the following Scriptures say about prayer. 

 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. MaƩhew 7:7 
 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effecƟve. James 5:16 
 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 

And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have 
asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15  
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For the next seven days, set aside five to ten minutes each day. Put away your phone. Go somewhere you can 
be alone and not distracted by anything.  

Day One 

Date: _____________________ 

Look back on the previous page to where you idenƟfied your personal evangelisƟc temperature.  

 Ask God to give you a compassionate heart toward others, to open your eyes to the lost and hurƟng people 
around you, and see them as he does. 

 Pray that God gives you what you need to increase your personal evangelisƟc temperature one degree 
today. 

Day Two through Four 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

 ConƟnue to ask God to give you a compassionate heart toward others, to open your eyes to the lost and 
hurƟng people around you, and see them as he does.   

 Ask the Lord to give you a desire to share who he is to you with others. 
 ConƟnue to pray that God gives you what you need to increase your personal evangelisƟc temperature one 

degree today. 
 Start lisƟng below things about your faith that bring you joy that you would want to evangelize about. 

Day Five through Seven 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

 ConƟnue to ask God to give you a compassionate heart toward others, to open your eyes to the lost and 
hurƟng people around you, and see them as he does.   

 ConƟnue to ask the Lord to give you a desire to share who he is to you with others. 
 Ask God to help you idenƟfy excuses you have for not sharing your faith and ask him to help you overcome 

them. 
 Ask God to use you in his mission to bring people to him. 
 ConƟnue to pray that God gives you what you need to increase your personal evangelisƟc temperature one 

degree today. 
 ConƟnue lisƟng below things about your faith that bring you joy that you would want to evangelize about. 

List below things about God, Jesus, or your faith that bring you joy that you could evangelize to others 
about. 

 

 

 

 

 

God does amazing things when we pray according to his will and trust him to answer. Praying to be used in his 
mission to bring people to him is undoubtedly in his will. Watch out for unexpected opportuniƟes where he 
asks you to talk to others about Jesus! 
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Session Two: Excuses  

Report out from Session One challenge. 

We ended Session One by commenƟng on what Kevin G. Harney wrote in his book Organic Outreach For 
Ordinary People: that we all evangelize about things we are enthusiasƟc about. Kevin goes on to ask why we 
can be more enthusiasƟc about a restaurant or sports team than we are about Jesus. 4 

1. Why do you think that we can talk naturally about restaurants and sports teams, but when it comes to 
sharing the most crucial thing in our lives – our faith – we clam up?  

2. Read Luke 8:16-18 and the Words of Hope 
devoƟonal pictured here. What are some of the 
points in this devoƟonal that spoke to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many more excuses we can have for not leƫng our light shine than there were for those four 
candles. On the next page is a list with some blank spaces.  
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3. Check every excuse you can idenƟfy with, and if you think of any others, fill in the blanks. Put an asterisk 
next to your top two to three reasons that stand in the way of you witnessing more than you do. 

  

They attend church, they are good people, 
I’m sure they’re Christians.   

I don’t want to jeopardize fitting in with the 
group. 

  

I am not trained. 
  

Evangelism is not my gift. 

  

I am not perfect, I'm messed up, I'm a 
sinner.   

I’ve tried this before, and it doesn’t have any 
effect. 

  

I won’t be able to answer questions. 
  

I don’t like confrontation, and I’m not good 
at it.  

  

This person does not want to hear this. 
  

They will mock me or somehow put me 
down. 

  

I don’t want to appear as though I'm judging 
them or as "holier than thou."   

This person has brushed me off before. 

  

I'm unable to share my faith at the 
workplace. It is against company policy.   

This person is my family (or friend, neighbor, 
etc.). I don't want to hurt our relationship. 

  

My faith is too personal to share. 
  

I will be rejected. 

  

I don’t have time to witness. 
  

I don't like this person. 

  

I won’t make a difference. 
  

I should be respectful of their beliefs and not 
force mine on them. 

  

I might say something wrong. 
  

There is no hope for this person. 

  

I am waiting for the right opportunity to talk 
to this person.   

If God has called this person, they will come 
to him somehow. He doesn’t need me. 

  

  
    

 

Read MaƩhew 9:35-38.  

4. What did Jesus feel for the people, why did he have that emoƟon, and what did he do for the people 
because of it? 

5. What does Jesus say to his disciples and ask them to do? 
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GC3 must be approached with the right moƟves, or beƩer said, a singular moƟve – compassion. So much 
compassion that we devalue our excuses and communicate to the lost that not only do we want them to avoid 
hell, but also to enter into the loving, rewarding, and eternal relaƟonship with God that we were created for. 
Genuine love for others will tesƟfy to them of God’s love for them. But our will cannot fabricate that love or 
compassion. This must spring forth from our love for the Lord – for everything about him, who he is, what he 
has done, what he is doing, and will do. We will then naturally want to share that with others. And we can’t 
truly love God without conƟnually realizing his love for us. He loved us first with all our sins, and for nothing 
good we have done. He loves us because he created us and wants to love, care for, and relate to us, just as he 
walked daily in the garden with Adam and Eve. So, we must start with GC0: Great Creator. If we take this 
perspecƟve forward, then GC1, GC2, and GC3 all fall in place. If we see ourselves holding back on GC3, we 
need to backtrack – likely all the way to GC0 to realize again God’s amazing love for us. You can’t share what 
you don’t have. 

6. What are your thoughts on the paragraph above? 

Personal ReflecƟon 

Do you realize and truly appreciate God‘s love for you? When you think about who God is, what he has done 
for you, how he wants to have an actual, inƟmate relaƟonship with you, and who you would be without him, 
do you grab a Ɵssue, take a deep breath, or feel anything? If the fact that God loves you so much that he gave 
his only son, who willingly let himself be mercilessly tortured, nailed to a cross, and then gave up his life so you 
could be forgiven of all your sins is just a fact, then, please, bow your head and pray right now that God reveals 
himself to you in a way that touches the deepest crevices of your heart to make his love known to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Challenge Discussion 

Remember to complete this challenge over the next seven days before meeƟng for the next session. If a day is 
skipped, please don’t stop! Just pick up where you leŌ off. 

 

****************************************************************************************** 
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Challenge Two: Pray for a Loved One 

Complete this challenge each of the next seven days aŌer meeƟng for Session Two and before meeƟng for 
Session Three. 

Last week, we focused on praying for ourselves to heat up our compassion for others. This week, we will focus 
on praying for someone we love. For the next seven days, set aside five to ten minutes each day. Put away your 
phone. Go somewhere you can be alone and not distracted by anything.  

Day One 

Date: _____________________ 

IdenƟfy someone you care about and regularly interact with who is spiritually disconnected, or whose 
salvaƟon you're unsure about. This could be a family member, co-worker, friend, neighbor, or someone else.  

 Person’s Name: _____________________________________ 
 List this person’s needs, challenges, or joys that you know of currently: 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys that you know of currently. 
 Pray that God fires up the compassion you have for the future of this person’s eternal soul. 

Day Two through Four 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys.  
 ConƟnue to pray that God fires up the compassion you have for the future of this person’s eternal soul. 
 Ask the Lord to reveal himself to this person in a way that is specific to them.  
 Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus.  

Day Five through Seven 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys.  
 ConƟnue to pray that God fires up the compassion you have for the future of this person’s eternal soul. 
 ConƟnue to ask the Lord to reveal himself to this person in a way that is specific to them.  
 ConƟnue to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus.  
 Ask God to do whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 
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Session Three: Of Cats and Souls 

Report out from Session Two challenge. 

From Session Two, we learned that our base moƟvaƟon for carrying out GC3 is compassion for others, so that 
lost souls are found, and that we disciple each other.  

But that list of excuses is daunƟng. Below is a true story that we can learn from. Names of people have been 
changed to respect their privacy. 

Will and Shannon were heading to the supermarket on a Sunday aŌernoon. The store would likely be filled 
with all the other busy people with demanding careers. If they were lucky, they might get a decent parking 
space. Hoping to make the green light, they hurried toward the entrance to their neighborhood, where they 
would exit onto the crowded six-lane road. 

“Will! Stop!” Shannon exclaimed as she pointed toward the median, just before the entrance. Flanking this 
area is a condominium community on one side and an apartment complex on the other. There, in the center of 
the thoroughfare, was a black and white kiƩen crouched next to a McDonald’s bag. 

With vehicles behind and in front, Will pulled his car over as best he could. Before he put the car in park, 
Shannon had bounded out and was dodging cars to get to the Ɵny animal. The kiƩen, however, only saw 
danger approaching, and, running away across the entrance road, disappeared into the bushes that lined the 
six-lane road. Will and Shannon searched through the dense bushes to no avail. NoƟcing that the guard was in 
the gatehouse, they asked him about the liƩle cat and discovered that she had been around for a few weeks. 

The couple returned to their car and headed back home, where they borrowed a live catch animal trap from a 
neighbor. They drove back to the area where they last saw the kiƩen, set the cage beneath the bushes, and leŌ 
some cat food at the back of the trap. With nothing leŌ to do for the kiƩen, they headed to the grocery store. 

Shannon awoke at 3 a.m. the next morning to the sound of rain beaƟng on the windows. “Will,” she nudged 
her husband awake, “let's go check the trap.”  

Bleary-eyed, they drove up to the entrance area and parked in the “Future Tenant” space at the apartment 
complex. As they walked toward the cage, the headlights from a car entering the neighborhood illuminated a 
soggy black and white kiƩen crouched in the back of the trap. Kneeling to inspect the bedraggled animal, 
Shannon was met with piercing eyes filled with fright. As Will aƩempted to pick up the cage, the kiƩen 
panicked, slamming herself against the sides of the trap, trying to find a way out. Surprised by the creature's 
strength, he held the cage secure to prevent it from dropping.  

Once home, they brought the trap into a bathroom and set up 
food and water bowls, as well as a liƩer box. Dublin, their cat, 
was curious but kept his distance. Here is a picture of the 
kiƩen when she had ventured out of the cage and was 
crouched on the counter. Her composure speaks of her fear 
and apprehension, as she wasn’t sure what fate held for her.  
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Will and Shannon had no intenƟon of keeping the kiƩen. They planned to foster her unƟl she was old enough 
to be spayed, and, once she had recovered, find a good home for her. But as the weeks went by, they fell in 
love with the small black and white cat who had also become a playmate and companion to Dublin. The day 
came to decide what to do. It was an easy choice. They named her Liffey aŌer the river that runs through 
Dublin in Ireland. As you might 
guess, Liffey is an Irish word meaning 
“life” in English. Please take a look at 
the picture now of Liffey, who not 
only had her life saved but was given 
a loving new life. 

1. What are all the excuses Will and Shannon could have had for not doing what they did? Look at the list of 
excuses from Session Two and add those to any you think of. 

2. What do you think was their moƟvaƟon for overcoming these excuses? 

3. When have you overcome fears and/or excuses to do something that you would not have typically done, 
and what moƟvated you to do that? 

4. Did the cat think it was in danger? Did it want to be “saved”? Did it appreciate Will and Shannon when 
they first brought it home? 

God loves cats and all animals, but he loves each human being immensely more. God sees every lost human 
soul running around in danger that it oŌen doesn’t recognize it is in, and therefore does not see a need to be 
saved. Our heavenly Father wants everyone to experience a bounƟful and loving life with him. He uses us to 
seize opportuniƟes to do his rescue work. Our compassion for them will overcome our excuses.  

5. Similar to Liffey, the people we witness to may not realize the danger their souls are in. They may not 
recognize their need for salvaƟon, nor appreciate your witnessing to them. Is this a reason not to witness 
when you sense the Holy Spirit telling you to do so? Read Jude 1:22-23. What does this verse mean? 

In his book, Kevin Harney tells of a tesƟmony from Penn, a well-known illusionist, who, at the end of one of his 
shows, was given a Bible and was being witnessed to by a businessman. Penn is an atheist, but he respected 
the man’s genuine care and concern for Penn. Below is an excerpt of Penn’s response to this encounter. You 
can listen to Penn’s complete response on YouTube (see reference page).  
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But he [the man who was witnessing to Penn] was not defensive, and he looked me right in the eyes, 
and he was truly complimentary. It did not seem like empty flaƩery. He was really kind, and nice, and 
sane, and looked me in the eyes and talked to me. Then he gave me this Bible. 

I’ve always said I don’t respect people who don’t proselyƟze. I don’t respect that at all. If you believe 
that there’s a heaven and a hell, and people could be going to hell or not geƫng eternal life, and you 
think that it’s not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward, how much 
do you have to hate somebody to not proselyƟze? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe 
everlasƟng life is possible and not tell them that? 

I mean, if I believed, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t 
believe that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I tackle you. And this is 
more important than that. 5 

6. What are some things we can learn and take to heart from what the witness did? 

7. What are some things we can learn and take to heart from Penn’s response? 

Penn did not become a ChrisƟan as a result of this encounter, but a seed was planted, or one already there was 
watered. And God is using Penn’s YouTube recording to sƟr ChrisƟans, like us, to be compassionately bold in 
witnessing to others. 

 

 

Weekly Challenge Discussion 

Remember to complete this challenge over the next seven days before meeƟng for the next session. If a day is 
skipped, please don’t stop! Just pick up where you leŌ off. 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

Challenge Three: Reach Out I 

Complete this challenge each of the next seven days aŌer meeƟng for Session Three and before meeƟng for 
Session Four. 

Last week, you idenƟfied someone you care about who is spiritually disconnected or whose salvaƟon you're 
unsure about, and you began praying for them. For the next seven days, you will conƟnue praying for them and 
will also reach out to them.  
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Day One through Three 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys, to ask the Lord to reveal himself in a way 
that is specific to them, to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus, 
and that God does whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 

 Ask God to give you a compassionate boldness to reach out to this person. 
 Pray also for the opportunity to show this person the gospel, truth plus kindness is a winsome combinaƟon.   

SomeƟme During Day One through Three 

Contact this person to see how they are doing. List any new prayer needs. Tell them that you are praying for 
them. 

Date:_____________________ Method of Contact:____________________________ 

AddiƟonal Prayer Needs: __________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the person’s reacƟon when you asked about their prayer needs and told them you were praying for 
them? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day Four through Seven 

Date:________________ Date:_________________ Date:_________________ Date:__________________ 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys, to ask the Lord to reveal himself in a way 
that is specific to them, to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus, 
and that God does whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 

 Ask God to give you a compassionate boldness to reach out again to this person. 
 ConƟnue to pray for the opportunity to show this person the gospel.   
 Below are some ideas to enter into a spiritual conversaƟon with someone. Considering your person’s 

current situaƟon, their unique temperament, how open you think they are to discussing spiritual maƩers, 
and your experience with them, add to this list ways you could start a spiritual conversaƟon with them. 
o When talking to them about the joys or struggles they are experiencing, ask if you can pray with them 

right now. 
o Tell them about how God is currently helping you through a struggle or blessing you. 
o Share a Scripture or devoƟonal that spoke to you, or reminds you of them. 
o Ask if they would be interested in aƩending church, a church-sponsored event, or Bible study with you. 
o If they are going through something that God has helped you with in the past, share your experience 

and how God helped you.  
o Giving God the credit, comment on the beauty of his creaƟon. See Psalm 8. 
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Session Four: Of Salsa Dancing and Preparation 

Report out from Session Three challenge. 

In Session Three, we learned that we can overcome excuses that prevent us from witnessing when we realize 
the danger lost souls are in and earnestly desire for them to have an eternal, saving relaƟonship with the God 
of the universe.  

But even when we want to join God in his rescue operaƟon, we may hold back with excuses such as, “I don’t 
know what to say,” “I’m not trained,” “I might say something wrong,” or “I won’t be able to answer their 
quesƟons.” We cringe at the thought of losing respectability and, maybe even worse, pushing the person 
further away by appearing weak in our faith. The tale below is based on a true story that we can learn from. 
Names of people have been changed to respect their privacy. 

Mick and Tina were on the phone with their daughter, Vera. Her wedding date was only six months away. The 
major details had been decided, and now they were discussing some remaining items.  

“Dad, I’ve finally decided on the father-daughter dance!” Vera’s voice overflowed with excitement. Mick was so 
proud of his daughter and shared her joy as she anƟcipated her marriage. He was 
looking forward to cradling her in his arms while they slow-danced to maybe Sunrise, 
Sunset, Isn’t She Lovely, or perhaps a contemporary song like Dad, by Tyler Wood.  

“Dad, I want us to do the Salsa together!” 

The Salsa? Mick gulped as he began to feel drops of sweat forming on his forehead 
and others running down his back. Mick considered himself a good dancer, but his 
knowledge of salsa was limited to dipping a torƟlla chip in it. Vera’s fiancé, Juan, grew 
up dancing the Salsa. AƩending the wedding would be Juan’s large extended family, who danced the Salsa at 
their frequent celebraƟons. Vera herself had gained skill in the complex moves over the years she had been 
daƟng Juan.  

“Sure, honey.” Mick hoped Vera had not picked up on his hesitaƟon and that he sounded enthusiasƟc instead 
of stricken with anxiety. As Vera and Tina talked about wedding favors, Mick could only think about how he 
was going to pull this off without embarrassing himself, or worse, Vera. By the Ɵme the phone call ended, Mick 
had come to a soluƟon. Salsa lessons. 

Within a few weeks, Mick found a Salsa dance program and made room for it in his busy schedule by giving up 
acƟviƟes scheduled on the same nights. As he started lessons, it was daunƟng to watch the experienced 
dancers who made the dance look easy and fluid, but when Mick and the other beginners 
tried to imitate their moves, it came across as disjointed and sƟff. Mick discovered that the 
dance had several levels of experƟse. When it came Ɵme to graduate to the next level, the 
instructor kept him back to perfect some of the basic moves. Discouraged but commiƩed, 
Mick kept at it.  

As the wedding approached, Mick honed his skills and gained the confidence he needed to 
dance the Salsa with his daughter, Vera, on her wedding day, in front of a roomful of guests.  
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1. What are all the excuses Mick could have had for not agreeing to Vera’s request? Look at the list of 
excuses from Session Two and add those to any you think of. 

2. What did Mick realize was the biggest obstacle in honoring Vera’s wishes, and what steps did he take to 
overcome this? 

3. What do you think was his moƟvaƟon for overcoming excuses and dealing with the obstacles? 

4. When have you overcome fears and/or excuses to do something through vigorous preparaƟon, and what 
moƟvated you to do that? 

We may not feel confident that we can have conversaƟons about our faith with those who have no concept of 
ChrisƟanity, have misconcepƟons, or are opposed to ChrisƟanity. But when we are willing, God will use us in 
his kingdom work right where we are, and at whatever “skill” level we think we are at in witnessing. To build 
confidence, we can deepen our understanding so we can arƟculate the foundaƟonal truths of our faith. 

5. Romans 6:23 is a good scripture to memorize because it tells what ChrisƟanity is about. Write out this 
verse below. 

6. What is the definiƟon of wages? What do you have to do to get them? 

7. What is the death this verse is talking about? Does this apply to everyone (even “good” people)?  

8. Read Romans 3:23. What does it mean to “fall short of the Glory of God”? 

9. What is the definiƟon of a giŌ? What do you have to do to get a true giŌ? 

10. Who is giving this giŌ in Romans 6:23, and what is it? 
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11. How does Jesus give us eternal life? See John 3:16. 

Pretend you are on an airplane and are using the Ɵme to prepare for next week’s Bible study. The stranger next 
to you asks what book you are reading. You say, “My Bible.” The stranger asks what religion you are, and you 
answer that you are a ChrisƟan. The stranger comments that he is not religious. He says he is confused about 
what ChrisƟanity is. 

12. Based on your answers to quesƟons 5 – 11 and your own understanding, write below what you could say 
and do.  

Weekly Challenge Discussion 

Remember to complete this challenge over the next seven days before meeƟng for the next session. If a day is 
skipped, please don’t stop! Just pick up where you leŌ off. 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

Challenge Four: Reach Out II and Read Your Bible 

Complete this challenge each of the next seven days 
aŌer meeƟng for Session Four and before meeƟng for 
Session Five. 

There are many things we can do to prepare ourselves 
to share our faith, but the most vital is to know what 
God’s Word says about it. Read the Words of Hope 
devoƟonal pictured here about the power of God’s 
Word. 

The objecƟve of this challenge is to increase your 
exposure to God’s Word, reach out to the person you 
idenƟfied earlier to begin a spiritual conversaƟon, and 
keep praying for them. 

 

Day One 

Date: _____________________ 

From the table on the next page, idenƟfy your current 
Bible reading pracƟce and choose your corresponding 
challenge. 



Page 17 of 26 
© 2025 D. M. Harold 

Current Bible Reading PracƟce Bible Reading Challenge 
Consistently read zero to one 
chapter per day. 

Add one more chapter per day. Use your current Bible reading plan or 
read the Gospel of John or the book of Romans. 

Consistently read two chapters 
per day. 

Add one more chapter per day, or add reading a psalm each day. Use your 
current Bible reading plan or read the Gospel of John or the book of 
Romans. 

Consistently read three or more 
chapters per day. 

ConƟnue at your current level and add reading a psalm each day, reading 
a devoƟonal each day, or journaling your thoughts on what you have read 
each day. Use your Bible reading plan or read the Gospel of John or the 
book of Romans. 

 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys, to ask the Lord to reveal himself in a way 
that is specific to them, to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus, 
and that God does whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 

 ConƟnue to ask God to give you a compassionate boldness to reach out to this person. 
 ConƟnue to pray for the opportunity to show this person the gospel.   

SomeƟme During Day One through Three 

From the list on page 13 of ways you could start a spiritual conversaƟon, pick one and reach out to this person. 
When they respond, be sure to listen, hear their hearts, and get a sense of where they are in their spiritual 
journey. 

Date:_____________________ Method of Contact:____________________________ 

How you opened up the spiritual discussion: __________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was their response? _________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day Two through Seven 

Date:__________ Scripture Read: _______________       Date:__________ Scripture Read: _______________  

Date:__________ Scripture Read: _______________       Date:__________ Scripture Read: _______________ 

Date:__________ Scripture Read: _______________       Date:__________ Scripture Read: _______________ 

 Complete your Bible reading challenge each day and record it above. 
 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys, to ask the Lord to reveal himself in a way 

that is specific to them, to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus, 
and that God does whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 

 Ask God to give you a compassionate boldness to keep reaching out to this person to share your faith. 
 ConƟnue to pray for the opportunity to show this person the gospel.   
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Session Five: I Love to Tell the Story 

Report out on Session Four challenge. 

1. Look back on page three of Session One at the October 1 Words of Hope devoƟon. What does the word 
witness mean? 

In the last session, we learned the importance of knowing God’s Word, which enables us to witness to others 
about the truth we are sure of, because it is God’s Word. The gospel is a universal truth applicable to everyone 
and does not change based on our personal experiences. 

Like a witness who truthfully tesƟfies to a judge and jury about what they personally experienced, we can 
truthfully tesƟfy to others about our personal experience of the gospel. Sharing our stories, or tesƟmonies, is a 
powerful, authenƟc, and non-intrusive way to share our faith in Jesus Christ with others. Our stories help 
illustrate the tangible impact of the gospel, making abstract concepts more relatable through our experiences. 
It is easier to tell others what Jesus Christ can do for them when we share what he has done for us. 

We each have our own “SalvaƟon TesƟmony.” This is our personal story of how we came to be a ChrisƟan, and 
tells of our life before and aŌer following Christ. It highlights what changed in our beliefs, desires, moƟvaƟons, 
and behaviors as a result of our relaƟonship with him, showcasing the saving power of knowing Jesus.  

2. Probably the most well-known salvaƟon tesƟmony in the Bible is that of Paul. Read Acts 9:1-6 and write 
below how Paul came into a saving relaƟonship with Jesus. 

The very first evangelisƟc crusade took place in Jerusalem, where people from all over the world had gathered 
to celebrate Pentecost. The disciples were together, and the Holy Spirit came with a sound like a rushing wind 
and filled each one of them. They began speaking in different languages, and crowds gathered, able to hear 
them in their own language. Peter gave his first sermon explaining the scriptures and aƩesƟng that Jesus was 
the Messiah who had risen from the dead.  

3. Read Acts 2:36-37. How did Peter end his sermon, and what was the effect on the people? 

4. Read Acts 2:38-41. What did Peter answer, and what then happened in verse 41?  

Likely, none of us experienced what Paul did to bring us to Christ, or witnessed an event like the people did at 
Pentecost. SƟll, because “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), if you are a 
ChrisƟan, there was a point in your life (even if you were brought up in a ChrisƟan household) when you 
recognized your sinfulness, understood that salvaƟon is by grace alone through faith in Christ alone, repented, 
and believed in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.   
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5. The following exercise will help you express your salvaƟon tesƟmony so you can share it with others. 
Your story is uniquely you, so there is no wrong way to record it. Use concrete examples. 

Life Before Surrendering to Christ   
 What were your inner needs? (e.g., affirmaƟon, 

acceptance, loneliness, empƟness, fear of death, 
insecurity, etc.)   

 How did you try to saƟsfy them? (e.g., work, drugs, 
money, excelling, relaƟonships, sports, sex. Etc.)  

 What was the chief problem, emoƟon, situaƟon, or 
aƫtude you were dealing with?  

 What moƟvated you to seek a change? 

 

Steps Leading You to Christ 
 What people influenced your decision?  
 How did you come to understand that salvaƟon is 

by grace alone through faith in Christ alone?  
 What Scripture or biblical truths convicted you and 

led you to trust in Christ?  
 What was the turning point when you repented 

and believed in Jesus as your Lord and Savior? 

 

Life Now as a ChrisƟan 
 How is Christ meeƟng your inner needs? 
 How has your life in Christ made a difference in the 

issues or emoƟons you were/are facing? 
 How have your thoughts, aƫtudes, and behavior 

changed?   
 Share how his forgiveness has impacted you and 

what your relaƟonship with him means to you. 

 

 

We each also have our own “ProvidenƟal TesƟmonies.” These tesƟmonies are specific instances in which God 
has demonstrated his love and care for us, such as overcoming illness, delivering us from danger, providing 
during financial hardship, and finding direcƟon in challenging Ɵmes. There are several examples of providenƟal 
tesƟmonies in the Bible. 

John chapter four tells about Jesus talking with a Samaritan woman at a well. Jesus tells her about the living 
water he can give and tells her things about herself. Just as the disciples come back, the woman leaves.  

Read John 4:28-42. 

6. What was the woman’s providenƟal tesƟmony, and who did she tell it to? 

7. Was Jesus talking to his disciples about farming? If not, what was he referring to? 
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8. What did the townspeople do because of the woman’s tesƟmony? 

In John chapter nine, we find the story of Jesus healing on the Sabbath a man 
born blind. The man was brought to the Pharisees to be quesƟoned about his 
healing, and he told them what Jesus did. Some Pharisees said that Jesus was 
not from God because he did not keep the Sabbath, while others argued that a 
sinner could not do such signs. AŌer quesƟoning the man’s parents, they 
quesƟoned the man again.  

Read John 9:24-34. 

9. What was the man’s providenƟal tesƟmony? 

10. What was the Pharisees' reacƟon? 

11. What was the man confident about to even stand up to the Pharisees’ 
rebukes? See verses 30-33. 

We see from these two examples that reacƟons may be mixed when we tell our 
stories about how God has intervened in our lives. As believers, we are called to 
scaƩer the seed of the Gospel liberally. The results aren’t our responsibility—God causes the seed to 
germinate and grow. Even those Pharisees who demonstrated unbelief in who Jesus was could not deny the 
miracle that happened to the man. And a seed had been planted. 

We each have Ɵmes in our lives when we have seen God demonstrate his love and care. The following exercise 
will help you record one of your providenƟal tesƟmonies to share with others.  

  

Tips for TesƟmonies 

When Preparing: 
 Use everyday 

language (not 
ChrisƟanese). 

 Keep it short and to 
the point. 

 Highlight the before 
and aŌer contrast. 

 Give God and Jesus 
center stage and 
credit for making the 
change. 

When Sharing: 
 Ask permission to 

share your story. 
 Convey joy and 

humility at God’s 
involvement in your 
life. 

 Be aƩenƟve to the 
person’s reacƟon and 
respond accordingly. 



Page 21 of 26 
© 2025 D. M. Harold 

12. Think about a Ɵme when you experienced God's unique work in your life. It could be a specific prayer 
being answered, protecƟon in a dangerous situaƟon, healing, provision, an emoƟonal breakthrough, a 
mended relaƟonship, or any number of things. 

What was the 
situaƟon, issue, 
or status quo 
before God 
intervened? 

 

How did God 
intervene, and 
what was the 
outcome? 

 

How did this 
divine 
intervenƟon 
strengthen your 
faith? 

 

 

13. Do you think that sharing your personal tesƟmonies is a powerful way to witness? Why or why not? 

Weekly Challenge Discussion 

Remember to complete this challenge over the next seven days before meeƟng for the next session. If a day is 
skipped, please don’t stop! Just pick up where you leŌ off. 

****************************************************************************************** 

Challenge Five: Reach Out III and Memorize Scripture 

Complete this challenge each of the next seven days aŌer meeƟng for Session Five and before meeƟng for 
Session Six. 

Another thing we can do to prepare for a spiritual conversaƟon is memorize a few Scriptures to use. The 
objecƟve of this challenge is to memorize a Scripture, reach out to the person you idenƟfied earlier to share 
one of your tesƟmonies, and keep praying for them. 

Day One 

Date: _____________________ 

Pick one of the following Scriptures to memorize. Write out the verse(s) on the next page. 

 John 3:16-18 
 John 14:6 

 Romans 3:23-24 
 Romans 6:23 

 1 John 4:10 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys, to ask the Lord to reveal himself in a way 
that is specific to them, to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus, 
and that God does whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 

 ConƟnue to ask God to give you a compassionate boldness to keep reaching out to this person to share your 
faith. 

 ConƟnue to pray for the opportunity to show this person the gospel.   

SomeƟme During Day One through Three 

Reach out to this person and share one of your tesƟmonies. 

Date:_____________________ Method of Contact:____________________________ 

Ask if you can share a story of how God has worked in your life (i.e., a tesƟmony). 

TesƟmony that you shared: ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Person’s reacƟon: ________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day Two through  Seven 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

Date:_____________________ Date:________________________ Date:________________________ 

 Each day, write out your Scripture again and recite it. PracƟce it (along with the Book and verse notaƟon) 
unƟl you commit it to memory. 

 ConƟnue to pray for this person’s needs, challenges, and/or joys, to ask the Lord to reveal himself in a way 
that is specific to them, to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, soŌen their hearts, and draw them to Jesus, 
and that God does whatever must be done that they might see their need for Jesus, their Savior. 

 ConƟnue to ask God to give you a compassionate boldness to keep reaching out to this person to share your 
faith. 

 ConƟnue to pray for the opportunity to show this person the gospel.   
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Session Six: Some Final Thoughts 

Report out on Session Five challenge. 

In this final session, we will explore addiƟonal thoughts to help us play our part in the Great Commission. 

Kevin Harney writes: Many people run from the idea of outreach because they feel it requires them to be 
abrasive and confrontaƟonal. But there are as many ways to do evangelism as there are different kinds of 
people. Your unique way of doing outreach grows organically out of who you are. The key is to invite the Spirit 
of God to direct you as you look for approaches that match your wiring and personality. 6 

1. What do you think of Kevin’s statement? What does he say is the key to finding your approach to 
outreach? 

2. List below some of your everyday acƟviƟes or situaƟons where you can interact with other people. 

God desires to use our unique personaliƟes and the giŌs he's given us — right where we’re at in our everyday 
lives — to fulfill GC3. God may also orchestrate unusual situaƟons and place specific people in our path whom 
he wants us to witness to.  

3. Have you ever been in a situaƟon where you felt God orchestrated it so you could witness to someone? 
What was the situaƟon, and what happened? 

Pray that the Holy Spirit leads you in any outreach opportuniƟes.  Each person is moƟvated by different things, 
just like you are moƟvated differently from even the very closest people around you. Listen to what your ears 
hear from that person, what your eyes see, and what your spirit, inspired by the Holy Spirit, reveals to you. 
Don’t formulate your words or your acƟons without doing this. The apostle Paul was great at appealing to 
people on levels they could relate to. 

Read Acts 17:16-21.  

4. What did Paul react to, and what did he do about it? 

5. How did the philosophers get involved, and what did they want Paul to do? 
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Read Acts 17:22-34.  

6. How did Paul incorporate what he knew about the Athenians to tell them the Gospel? 

7. How did the Athenians react? 

There is no set formula for outreach because each situaƟon to witness or disciple is unique. We need to be 
creaƟve, flexible, and open to God’s leading.  

Every Ɵme we seek to do outreach, we enter enemy territory. Be aware and don’t be surprised by feelings of 
inadequacy or defeat.  

8. Read MaƩhew 28:18. This is the verse preceding the Great Commission that is in verses 19 and 20. Who 
and what are backing us as we go and make disciples? 

Keep in mind that as you witness with respect and humility, you are not cramming the Gospel down someone’s 
throat or trying to come off as beƩer than them. You are sharing who you are and the most essenƟal part of 
your life. It should be natural for our faith to be a topic of conversaƟon.  

9. What does 2 Timothy 1:7-8 say?  

We may be apprehensive about discussing spiritual topics with people because we fear they will ask quesƟons 
we do not know how to answer. It is actually a very good thing when someone has quesƟons; it shows they are 
interested. We discussed ways to prepare in sessions four and five, yet there will likely be quesƟons that you 
cannot answer readily. 

First, it is best not to guess or make up an answer. Affirm what you do know and admit what you do not know. 
People who are searching for spiritual things want the truth; they will respect our admission that we don't 
have everything figured out.  

10. If someone asked a quesƟon about ChrisƟanity or the Bible and you don’t have an answer, what are 
some ways you could respond or things that you could do besides admiƫng you do not know? 

There are some quesƟons we will not have saƟsfying answers to in this lifeƟme. Why is there so much pain in 
the world? Why do bad things happen to innocent people? Why do hurricanes, floods, fires, and earthquakes 
devastate enƟre communiƟes? And these types of quesƟons have no end.  
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11. These quesƟons can only be comforted by our faith. How do the following scriptures relate to these 
quesƟons? 

 Isaiah 55:9 

 Romans 8:28 

Read Romans 10:13-15.  

12. What is the chain of events for someone to call on the name of the Lord and be saved?  

13. Are all ChrisƟans “sent” to preach the good news? 

Never give up. Keep seeking ways to share your faith with people. Take small steps, do something. You are not 
the only person God will use, but you are one of those people. If they rebuff you, pray for them. Show them 
God’s love and concern for their eternal soul by blessing them in some way; pracƟce GC2. 
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Sources: 

1. Lee Strobel and Mark MiƩelberg, The Unexpected Adventure (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 22. 
2. Kevin G. Harney, Organic Outreach for Ordinary People (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 13. 
3. Ibid., 62. 
4. Ibid., 13. 
5. Penn JilleƩe, “Penn Says: A GiŌ of a Bible,” hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6md638smQd8, accessed 

October 2025. 
6. Kevin G. Harney, Organic Outreach for Ordinary People (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 83. 

RecommendaƟons to Help in Your ChrisƟan Walk: 

 Bible reading plans: Having a Bible reading plan helps keep you on track to read the Bible in a specified 
period of Ɵme and/or in a set way (chronological, topical, etc.). Just Google “Bible Reading Plans” and you 
will find many free plans. Some are printable, others send an email or message each day for what to read.  

 Study Bible: A study Bible has notes and commentary to help understand the Scriptures. I highly 
recommend the ESV Study Bible as its commentary does not introduce thoughts outside the Scriptures. 
Where there are several interpretaƟons, it does a good job of outlining what theologians have proposed. 

 Bible reading app: If you like to look up verses or read the Bible on your phone, tablet, or 
computer, a great reading app is YouVersion. It is easy to use, includes an audio feature, and 
offers reading plans. The icon to look for in the App Store is pictured here.  

 Daily DevoƟonal: Reading a daily devoƟonal is a great way to gain insight into the Bible. There are many 
great devoƟonals available. I recommend Words of Hope, which is available online or in print. 

 Books: Below are a few recommended authors and Ɵtles of books on witnessing and the basics of the 
ChrisƟan faith. 
o Harney, Kevin G., Organic Outreach for Ordinary People. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009. 
o Keller, Timothy. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of SkepƟcism. New York: DuƩon, 2008. 
o Lewis, C. S. Mere ChrisƟanity. New York: HarperOne, 2001. 
o Strobel, Lee, and MiƩelberg, Mark, The Unexpected Adventure. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009. 
o Strobel, Lee, The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998. 

Ongoing Challenge: Pick one or two of these that you do not currently do and move forward with them. 

 Daily raise your degree of witnessing 
 Daily prayer 
 Daily Bible reading 
 Daily devoƟonal reading 
 Commit to read the whole Bible over 12 – 18 months 
 Scripture memorizaƟon 
 Keep a faith journal 
 ConƟnue witnessing to this person 
 Pick another person to start praying for and start outreach efforts 

 


