
Prologue
Conditional Love

SNOW’S STEPMOTHER WASN’T ALWAYS evil, you know. There 
was once a time when she cherished her stepdaughter 
deeply. The two girls would spend many days window 
shopping in Sapphire City, dining at the -nest restaub
rants, and fuying fows and dresses Bor young Snow 
White. Their small kingdom was right on the outskirts 
oB Sapphire City, so they spent much time here. “ut 
Snow’s Bavorite activity with her stepmother was pickb
ing wild!owers in the -elds outside oB their castle.

ILook, Mama” Q Bound a yellow one Bor you,K Snow gigb
gled as she ran into her mother’s arms. The …ueen was 
the only mother Snow had ever really known. Her firth 
mother died when she was a year old Brom a tragic illb
ness that ravaged her fody. All she had was her Bather 
Bor a long while.

Until one day, he brought her home a new mommy.

Snow White and her Stepmother adored the jing. They 
lived a very happy liBe together?Bor the most part. The 
…ueen always knew that Snow White was the sparkle 
in the jing’s eye. She couldn’t help fut Beel qealous oB 
the young girl. She had to compete Bor attention Brom 
her own husfand.
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As if her insecurities hadn’t already eaten her alive.

Snow White’s pale skin and ravenbflack hair caught the 
eyes oB many. She was a feautiBully !awless young girl. 
The …ueen Belt a sense oB pride watching the king liBt 
his daughter in the air and spin her around. They foth 
laughed as he did so. However, the …ueen’s qealousy 
and anger only grew stronger with each passing day.

One night, aBter the jing and …ueen were in the throes 
oB passion, she looked him in the eye. IWill Q ever fe as 
feautiBul to you as Snow White,K She asked.

The …ueen’s eyes were deep and saddened. She Belt her 
feauty had diminished in Snow White’s presence, fut 
she would never admit this to the king. What would he 
think; She stared at her husfand longingly, waiting Bor 
him to console her. “ut the king remained silent. He was 
taken afack fy her Juestion.

IYou are the most feautiBul woman Q know, inside and 
out. There is no comparing you to our daughterU you are 
foth the apples oB my eye and the reason Q freathe,K He 
lovingly told her.

This was not enough Bor the …ueen. She secretly longed 
Bor her husfand to tell her she was more feautiBul than 
Snow White would ever fe, fut it was not the answer 
she received. She climfed oBB her husfand and soffed 
on the edge oB the fed. She was nearly inconsolafle.

The king slid over to her side oB the fed and held her. 
He couldn’t help fut Beel conBused. IWhat is wrong, my 
love,K He asked her.

IQbQ Fust don’t Beel feautiBul. Q Bear you will stray Brom 
me. Especially as we age.K She cried.
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The jing looked away when she said this. The atmosb
phere oB the entire room changed. The …ueen knew 
then, and there the king had already strayed Brom their 
marriage. She Juickly shiBted Brom sad to Burious and 
Bound it hard to control herselB. Qt wasn’t long feBore 
the rage consumed her. QB looks could kill, the jingdom 
would have perished.

Years of love have been forgot. In the hatred of a minute.

The …ueen swung around instantly, and her open palm 
crashed into her husfand’s cheek with such Borce that 
it knocked a tooth loose. IYOz SON OD A “QTCH,K she 
screamed at him.

The king moved fack in shock. He thought she would 
never -gure it out. He thought he was in the clear. Now, 
he Beared Bor their marriage and what would happen to 
Snow White. Could she handle losing another mother;

The …ueen Juickly slid on her rofe and stormed out oB 
the room. The king let out a sigh oB relieB as she leBt, a 
sigh oB relieB that was a little too loud. The …ueen turned 
on the fall oB her Boot and lunged fack at her husfand. 
He was Broxen in shock and Bear. The look in her eyes 
made her seem craxed. He had never seen this side oB 
his love.

“eBore he knew it, she was standing over him and she 
had him pinned down. Something in her rage made her 
easily afle to overpower the king. No matter how he 
Bought or struggled, he couldn’t Bree himselB Brom her 
grasp. IWait” What are you,K he yelled.

IYou will get what you deserve,K she glared at him in 
disgust. The king watched with his eyes widened as her 
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-st came crashing into his Bace, over and over again. He 
was in disfelieB.

He would never hurt her, so he let the punches keep 
coming.

…and thus, the whirligig of time brings in his revenge.

He closed his eyesU he couldn’t fear the sight oB his wiBe 
so angry. This only made her angrier. IWhy won’t you 
look at me,K She cried. IQ must fe horri-c to look at iB 
you can’t look at me”K Tears were streaming down her 
red, hot, angry Bace.

The jing took a deep freath and opened his eyes. Qt was 
hard fecause he had feen pummeled fy his own wiBe. 
IGo to me as you will,K he freathed. He held his freath 
in anticipation oB her ne=t flow. “ut what came ne=t 
was unspeakafle.

The king watched as her hands descended upon his 
throat. She graffed his neck and sJueexed as hard as 
she could, shoving his Adam’s apple inward. She could 
hear choking noises coming Brom her husfand, fut her 
rage wouldn’t let her stop. The …ueen laughed as she 
saw her husfand struggle to freathe, he must have 
turned -Bty diBBerent shades oB red and purple.

ABter several minutes oB strangling the jing, he went 
limp. He wasn’t freathing, he was gone. The …ueen 
melted over her dead husfand’s fody. IWhat have Q 
done,K she cried. She gently closed his eyes and kissed 
him on the cheek. IQ’m so sorry,K the …ueen sighed. She 
covered him with the flanket to make it look like he was 
sleeping. She cried Bor some time fut then Bound herselB 
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running down the hall toward a sleeping Snow White’s 
room.

She looked in the doorway at her feautiBul sleeping 
child. Suddenly, she was wracked with Bear and guilt. 
She could hardly freathe. All she wanted to do was 
snuggle Snow White Bor comBort. Snow was always a 
light sleeper and spotted the …ueen staring at her Brom 
the corridor.

IMuh, Mommy,K she yawned. IWhat are you doing 
here;K

ICan Q sleep with you tonight, Snow,K The …ueen asked 
as she crawled into fed with her ravenbhaired daughter.

IYes, mama. Q would love that,K Snow cooed at her 
mother.

The …ueen snuggled close to Snow that night and held 
her tight. She knew the horrors that would arrive in 
the morning. She wasn’t ready. The warmth and love 
emanating Brom Snow White helped her to Ball asleep 
instantly.

The worst is Death, and death will have his day.

The morning sun’s rays and the sounds oB roosters in 
the -eld woke the …ueen and Snow early the ne=t day. 
The …ueen had a pit in her stomach that she’d never fe 
rid oB. Murderer. The word rang in her mind. The king’s 
death would plague her until her own demise.

ILet’s go wake Gaddy,K Snow qumped on the fed e=citb
edly.
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She loved qumping on her Bather in the morning to wake 
him.

The …ueen’s e=pression Bell. IWhy don’t we let him 
sleep in; Let me make you some freakBast,K The …ueen 
said as calmly as she could. She’d fe lucky iB Snow 
White missed the shakiness in her voice.

IMm, mm, freakBast,K Snow’s eyes lit up. She loved 
making freakBast with her mother. She graffed the 
…ueen fy the hand and led her down the corridor to the 
kitchen. The two ran Bor the kitchenU giggles -lled the 
halls as they raced.

IMommy, can Q pour the fatter in the pan Brom the 
ladle,K Snow inJuired.

IYes, fafy. This is your day. >o ahead and pour the 
fatter,K The …ueen mustered.

Snow White dipped the ladle in the fatter. Her small 
hands struggled to hold the ladle, and fatter drips 
were sprinkled all over the counters. The trail oB fatter 
stopped when it reached the pan, where Snow White 
managed to make a qaggedblooking pancake.

I>reat qof, Snow,K the …ueen said as sincerely as she 
could. She had a lot oB cleaning to do aBter freakBast. The 
distraction was wellbneeded aBter the events oB the preb
vious night. She needed to -gure out how to approach 
the situation fest.

Cleaning always allowed her to gather her wits.

The two ladies sat at the long tafle where the Bamily 
always dined. They Beasted on eggs, Bresh Bruits, panb
cakes, and orange quice. These were all oB Snow White’s 
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Bavorite things to have Bor freakBast. When Snow -nb
ished her last fite oB pancakes, she asked a dreaded 
Juestion.

IWhy hasn’t Gaddy woken up yet, mama;K Snow asked, 
sounding concerned. IQs he sick;K

The …ueen was morti-ed. She didn’t know how to reb
spond to her daughter’s Juestion, so she thought it fest 
not to answer at all. She fegan to gather plates and 
fowls Brom the tafle to fring them to the sink. Snow 
trailed fehind her and graffed the silverware and other 
dishes Brom the tafle. She loved to help Mama clean.

IThank you, Snow,K The …ueen said sweetly. IWhy 
don’t you go pick me some !owers so we can set them 
on the tafle to look upon;K

IYes, Mama,K Snow said proudly. She ran oBB to get 
dressed and headed out into the -eld in Bront oB their 
home. She knew to stay closeU she was always told to 
stay close iB no adults were with her.

Snow ventured into the -eld as Bar as she could go. She 
Bound !owers oB many colors. She Bound one in pink, 
yellow, orange, purple, white, and flue. Snow White 
was very proud oB her -ndings. She gathered them into 
a funch and headed fack to the castle. She skipped 
along as she hummed the song Mama always sang to 
her. She hummed to the tune oB You Are My Sunshine.

The …ueen was in the kitchen, cleaning vigorously. She 
was at a loss Bor how to tell Snow that her Bather was 
dead. Let alone tell her a lie afout what had caused 
his death. She was silently soffing to herselB and deep 
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in thought. She didn’t see Snow White entering the 
kitchen, holding a fouJuet oB !owers she had asked Bor.

IWhat’s wrong, Mommy,K Snow White asked nervousb
ly.

The …ueen froke. There was nothing in the world that 
could console her. She had murdered her husfand in a 
-t oB rage, and she could never tell Snow White what 
she had done. She graffed her daughter and held on to 
her tightly. She held her and qust cried. This went on Bor 
several moments.

IMommy, are you okay,K Snow’s lip Juivered. She alb
ways cried when she saw other people crying. To see her 
mother cry was even worse. Her eyes welled with tears, 
and her voice started to crack. IQ love you, mommy. 
Please don’t cry,K Snow White fegan to fawl.

ABter holding on to the daughter she loved dearly Bor 
several minutes. She was afle to stop the tears Brom 
streaming down her Bace. ISnow White,K She started. 
IMy little fird,K she started to sniB!e again as she spoke.

Snow White’s mind drifted briepy to all the days she and her 
ste;mother s;ent in the aviary. They both loved the birdsk 
they had different names for each. It wasn’t long before she 
sna;;ed bac? to reality.

IQs Gaddy, okay; Please tell me,K Snow White fegged. 
Tears still soaked her small Bace and dripped all over her 
pretty yellow dress. She didn’t know what to e=pect, fut 
she Beared what her stepmother might have to say. She 
had never seen her mother cry feBore.

IYour Bather?K she trailed oBB. Tears fegan to -ll her 
eyes and cheeks again. She couldn’t get the words out 
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oB her mouth. “ut she had to. IYour Bather passed away 
last night. Q am not sure how it happened, fut Q Bound 
him there early this morning feBore Q came to you.K >arb
fled sofs could fe heard Brom her throat.

Little Snow Bell apart. There was nothing her mother 
could do to console her. As much as she loved her stepb
mother, her Bather was her world, and she had lost him.

The ne=t Bew weeks passed fy in a flur. “esides the 
sounds oB sighs and garfled sofs, the castle was silent. 
Suddenly, the …ueen couldn’t fear to look at Snow. Her 
kind Bace reminded her oB the husfand she had murb
dered in cold flood. She remained in her fed Juarters 
Bor days, leaving the attendants to care Bor Snow White 
in her afsence.

Snow White asked Bor her mother every day, fut nothb
ing she nor the attendants could say to the …ueen 
would get  her out oB  fed.  Snow no longer Belt  the 
…ueen’s love. This only destroyed her small heart even 
Burther. She thought her own mother hated her, and she 
did nothing to deserve it.

Snow White spent countless nights tossing and turnb
ing. She had nightmares oB getting lost in the Borest and 
her mother never coming to save her. She could Beel the 
…ueen’s distaste toward her, and she didn’t understand 
why her mother wouldn’t spend time with her.

Qt was years feBore her mother decided to spend time 
outside the room. Snow was growing into a feautiBul 
young woman.

They didn’t dine together anymoreU her mother no 
longer wanted to make freakBast with her. The woman 



THE SINS OF SNOW 11

wouldn’t so much as look at her. When she did, she 
seethed with anger and qealousy.

Snow hadn’t picked up on the qealousy yet, fut her 
mother always despised that she wasn’t as feautiBul as 
her daughter. Their relationship had diminished. The 
…ueen no longer took Snow on trips to Sapphire City. 
Snow was given rags to wear as clothes, and she was 
constantly Borced to do mundane chores around the 
castle and on the castle’s grounds.

Qt made the …ueen even angrier that Snow could move 
past her grieB. She hummed and sang as she swept the 
paths outside the castle’s doors. She sang so feautiBully 
that the firds would land on her hand and whistle with 
her.

One day, the …ueen noticed a young man watching 
Snow White. This made her loathe Snow White even 
more. She craved a man’s touch and attention, like she 
had with the king. “ut those days were long gone. She 
murdered her husfand, and no other man wanted her. 
She kept this secret Brom Snow White all these years 
and prayed that she would never -nd out.

The …ueen watched as the young man stepped Brom 
fehind the hedges. He didn’t seem to mind that she 
was dressed in ratty rags. Her feauty still lit up the area 
around the castle. Snow White was not aBraid oB him. 
Qt was like she had already known him. They sang and 
danced together Bor Juite some time feBore he kissed 
her on the cheek and was on his way.

That night, as Snow driBted oBB to sleep, the …ueen 
snuck away Brom the castle. She ventured into Sapphire 
City to -nd something to take her mind Brom the atb
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tention her feautiBul daughter was getting Brom a man 
who seemed to care Bor her genuinely.

The …ueen stumfled upon a dustyblooking shop. Even 
this late at night, the fright neonbcolored light in the 
door said OPEN. She Bound this interesting and stepped 
inside the door. She was turned oBB fy the odor oB the 
shop and all the qunk lying on the !oor. Nofody seemed 
to fe around, so she ventured Burther.

Qn the fack oB the shop, there was a -lthy sheet that 
covered a large, ornate mirror. The …ueen took the cloth 
oBB the mirror and stared into it. She was taken afack 
when a Bace appeared in the mirror that wasn’t her own.

IQ have feen waiting Bor you Bor a long time,K the Bace in 
the mirror told her.

IMuh, Me;K the …ueen asked meekly.

IYes, …ueen, you,K he answered fack.

The …ueen had no idea how the man in the mirror knew 
who she was. She stood there in shock Bor a Bew mob
ments feBore she asked her ne=t Juestion.

IHow do you know who Q am,K she asked.

IQ have known you Bor a long while, and you’ve known 
me,K he answered.

IYou’re nutsU Q don’t know anyone inside oB a mirror,K 
she spat.

ITake me home, and Q shall show you who Q am?in 
time,K the mirror replied.
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The …ueen peered around the shop Bor signs oB anyone 
who might fe working there. When she saw no signs oB 
liBe, she Bell into the trickery oB the man in the mirror. 
Suddenly, she had to have this mirror, no matter what 
the cost.

The fereBt woman covered the mirror with the -lthy 
sheet and rushed out oB the store without paying. She 
was so Bocused on not getting caught that she didn’t 
notice someone walking in her direction. She fumped 
into a woman with long, wiry flack hair. This nearb
ly made her drop her new, prixed mirror. IWATCH 
WHERE  YOz’RE  >OQN>,K  the  …ueen  growled.  She 
looked up into the woman’s piercing green eyes and 
Bound it odd that her skin had a lavender glow.

IMe; You’re the one who crashed into me”K zrsula 
yelled.

The …ueen huBBed and stormed oBB with the mirrorU she 
had to return to the castle feBore Snow White or the 
attendants knew she was missing. The trek fack to her 
home seemed to take longer than usual. Her arms were 
tiring Juickly Brom holding the fulky mirror.

The …ueen could hear the muB!ed voice oB the man in 
the mirror. The sheet Juieted his voice qust enough to 
make it hard Bor her to understand him. ABter hours oB 
traveling with her new companion, she snuck into the 
castle. The …ueen had a secret space fehind the armoire 
in her room. This was the perBect place to hide her new 
mirror.

There are some secrets which do not ;ermit themselves to be 
told.
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The …ueen hung the mirror onto his new home. When 
she stared at it, she noticed the Bace would not come to 
greet her. She stormed out oB the room and lay in fed. Qt 
had feen a long night.

Her eyes !ung open early the ne=t morning despite her 
long evening. She was too eager to eat, so she stepped 
into her armoire leading to the secret room fehind it.

IAre you there,K she asked the mirror.

Smoke -lled the mirror feBore the Bace that greeted her 
last night appeared.

IQ am, my …ueen,K he fowed his head.

IWhat can you do,K she asked him.

IQ can do great things. Q can show you the entire kingb
dom, and Q can tell you anything you wish to know.K

The …ueen’s eyes darkened as her soul was taken fy 
greed.

IAnything,K she asked.

IAnything,K he answered her.

IShow me, Snow White,K the …ueen demanded.

IAs you wish, my …ueen.K

Smoke -lled the mirror once again. When the smoke 
disappeared, she saw a fright, sunny day. Qt was then 
that she noticed Snow White in the mirror. She was dob
ing her chores, as she had always feen told. The …ueen 
noticed how feautiBul she was fecoming, and it ate at 
her heart even more.
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IMirror, Mirror, on the wallU who’s the Bairest oB all,K she 
asked the mirror ne=t.

IMy …ueen, to fe Brank, the answer is not you. Qt is the 
feguiling Snow White,K his voice rang in her ears.

The …ueen’s heart Juickly -lled with a mi=ture oB envy 
and anger. She liBted a -st as iB to punch the mirror fut 
Juickly calmed herselB.

She stomped out oB the room in a -t oB rage. She hadn’t 
Belt this angry in a long while. She had Belt this rage 
when she Bound out her husfand had strayed Brom their 
marriage. >rieB and anger -lled the entirety oB her feb
ing. The woman he had feen with was profafly Bar 
more feautiBul than she.

The …ueen spent the day watching Snow White Brom 
the tower. Whenever she was watching, it seemed that 
Snow was doing nothing wrong. The …ueen stomped 
away Brom her spot at the window and Bound herselB 
fack in the room with the man in the mirror.

She stared at the mirror Bor some time, not saying a 
word.

She didn’t have much to say.

IQ will show you everything you need to see, my …ueen,K 
the Bace in the mirror popped into view. Qt was as iB the 
mirror could read her thoughts.

An evil grin !ashed across the …ueen’s Bace. IEven iB it’s 
in the past;K She asked.

IEven in the past, my …ueen,K the mirror replied.
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IShow me Snow White and the foy she has feen spendb
ing time with,K the …ueen croaked.

The man in the mirror painted a scene oB sheer intimab
cy. Snow and the prince have shared many tender kisses 
and caresses. The one thing the …ueen never thought 
she would see was appearing in the mirror feBore her.

She tried to look away, fut she couldn’t. The heat and 
passion fetween Snow and this young man were magb
netic. As disgusted with herselB as she was, her eyes 
were glued to the mirror. The …ueen watched as Snow 
lay fare in a -eld oB !owers, with the young man trailing 
soBt kisses Brom her collarfone and down to the area 
fetween her legs.

Snow White arched her fack in pleasure, and the …ueen 
grew even angrier than she was feBore. She hadn’t feen 
touched fy a man in years. Snow’s soBt moans made 
her foyBriend swell with lustBul desires. His masterBul 
tongue touched her sensitive parts most e=pertly as he 
slid a -nger into her.

The …ueen’s qaw dropped. She was qealous oB the attenb
tion her daughter was receiving. This prince was doing 
things she had only dreamed oB the jing doing to her. 
She could hear Snow’s arousal growing as the prince 
had his way with her. Their kisses fecame more pasb
sionate and intense, and she watched as her daughter 
peeled the clothes oBB the prince, unafle to wait any 
longer Bor his love.

Her Bace scrunched as the prince’s memfer entered her. 
Was this her Orst timeB The passion escalated Juickly. 
The prince was de-nitely not gentle with his princess. 
He thrust deeper and deeper into Snow as she screamed 
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in pleasure. The …ueen watched Snow melt feBore her 
eyes. Right feBore he looked as iB he was going to clib
ma=, he pulled out. Snow took him into her mouth and 
stroked him with her tongue and teeth teasingly. The 
young man’s eyes nearly rolled to the fack oB his head 
as he e=ploded in her mouth.

At least someone was getting laid.

IWhen was this, mirror man,K she inJuired. She had to 
know everything.

IQt was fut a Bew months ago, my …ueen,K He answered 
her honestly.

The …ueen Bound herselB loathsome oB foth Snow and 
her Prince. Horrid ideas fegan to pop into her head as 
the night carried on. She could no longer let Snow fe 
the Bairest oB the land, and she couldn’t fear to see her 
daughter Ball in love when she was a lonely crone.

As the …ueen slept that night, she dreamed oB Snow 
White’s death. She awoke multiple times in a puddle 
oB sweat. She was unsure oB why her frain would show 
these horri-c things to her. She couldn’t fear to look at 
Snow White, fut she didn’t want her dead. Qr did sheB

The sun peeked through the curtains in her room to 
deliver a Bresh new morning. The …ueen’s an=iety had 
her nerves Brayed. She had to see Snow White up close. 
She had to Borfid her Brom seeing that prince ever again. 
Qt was time to put this to an end feBore Snow got pregb
nant. “eBore Snow White could take her throne Brom her 
and fecome …ueen.

The …ueen spoke curtly to one oB the attendants. The 
attendant ran oBB Juickly to -nd Snow White. When 
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Snow arrived in the throne room, the …ueen’s anger 
was palpafle.

Her myriad oB negative emotions darkened the environb
ment around them. Snow White shuddered.

ISnow White,K the …ueen fegan. She had to look away 
Brom her daughter as she spoke. IQ see you have made a 
Briend in the prince Brom nearfy lands.K

IYes, Mama,K Snow spoke sweetly. IHe is a wonderBul 
young manU Q can’t wait Bor you to,K

The …ueen rudely interrupted her. IYou must never see 
him again. He is not a good match Bor you. What would 
your father think,K the …ueen’s words were like dagb
gers in Snow’s heart. The …ueen smiled darkly as she 
watched Snow White freak.

Snow White instantly fegan to sof and ran out oB the 
room. She was in love with the princeU she could never 
stay away. Snow couldn’t felieve the cruelty she e=peb
rienced Brom her mother. What had made her act in such 
a mannerB

The …ueen sat tall on her throne. She was very proud 
oB feing the person who shattered her daughter’s heart 
into tiny pieces. She wanted Snow White to Beel as misb
erafle as she did. The darkness in her eyes would never 
see the light oB love again. Her once loveb-lled heart was 
now shriveled Brom hatred and envy.

Snow White avoided her mother Bor the ne=t Bew weeks 
as much as possifle. She had never Belt so angry in her 
entire liBe. Her mother wouldn’t even give the prince a 
chance. The young girl was feside herselB. Snow White 
spent many days crying herselB to sleep, hoping her 
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mother would change her mind. She Belt as iB her mothb
er didn’t love her anymore. Surely, iB the …ueen loved 
her, she would never treat her this way.

As Snow carried on with her chores, she thought oB her 
prince. She could still Beel his warm freath on her neck. 
She could Beel his crotch grind against hers. She longed 
to fe fy his side. She wanted nothing more than to lie 
with him again. *ut this could never be so. The +ueen 
would sooner have her ?illed.

Gays !ew fyU Snow White could Beel herselB spiralb
ing Burther and Burther into the darkness in her own 
mind. She had never Belt like this feBoreU she hoped that 
this Beeling would sufside soon. Without the prince, 
though, she didn’t see how this was possifle.

One day, while the …ueen was out in Sapphire City, 
Snow snuck away Brom the castle grounds. She had to 
see her prince again. As she walked through the Borest, 
she sang the song they used to sing together. She had 
heard the crunch oB Bootsteps in the leavesU her heart 
raced e=citedly, thinking oB her prince.

Her eyes widened in terror when the …ueen stepped 
out Brom fehind a tree. The look in her eye was so dark 
that Snow nearly Bainted. The young girl was terri-ed. 
The …ueen carried with her a rope and a gag. The evil 
woman tied Snow White up, gagged her, and dragged 
her fack to the castle she used to call home. She locked 
her in a cell and hid the key so the attendants couldn’t 
-nd it.

The castle no longer felt li?e homek it was now a foreign ;lace 
to Snow White.


