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President Biden Calls for

Caution in Gaza Response
SAM Desk: In a recent inter-
view, President Biden urged
Israel to avoid reoccupying
Gaza in the wake of the
Hamas (See Page 05)

"Kareena Kapoor Khan Shares
Insights on Working with the
Three Khans of Bollywood"

Entertainment = Desk:
Renowned Bollywood ac-
tress (See Page 06)

"Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis Declares State

of Emergency”
SAM Desk: In response to
the ongoing conflict between
Israel (See Page 02) |

Aasha Home Care

News at a glance

Hamas 'Top Secret'

Document, Report
Reveals order: Kill As
Many, Take Hostages

SAM Desk: Recently discovered
documents shed light on exten-
sive plans (See Page 04)

Israeli Military Issues Stern
Warning of Imminent Large-
Scale Attack on Gaza City

SAM Desk: Israel's military is
rapidly advancing toward a large-
scale counteroffensive in Gaza
City, prompting thousands of
Palestinians to evacuate the area
over the past (See Page 04)

"New York City Embarks on
Historic 60-Mile Greenway

Expansion Pro iect"
SAM Desk: New York City
Mayor Eric Adams, alongside
key city officials, unveiled a
groundbreaking initiative to ex-
pand the city's greenway net-
work, which will encompass an
impressive 60 miles of greenway
corridors. (See Page 04)

BNP's Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir Calls for
Movement to Topple

Government
Dhaka Office: At a youth rally,
BNP Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir an-
nounced the commencement of
the final phase of their movement
to overthrow (See Page 05)

Jubayer Sarkar

concerns about the ongoing con-  In Brooklyn, a protest organized
flict between Hamas and Israel. by a Jewish peace group oppos-
On Friday night, hundreds of The demonstrations,

one in ing Israel's plans to invade Gaza

New Yorkers took to the streets in -~ Brooklyn and another in Manhat-  gathered hundreds of people near

a pair of protests to express their  tan, both concluded with arrests. ~ Grand

(See Page 02)

"Proof that American politics is in trouble: Americans Seek
Change Amid Record Disillusionment with Poltica System

Mahrima Mim

In recent years, a series of polls
have exposed a growing frustra-
tion among Americans with the
state of the nation's political
landscape. The prevalence of dis-
illusionment among voters has
become so common that it often
goes unreported by the media.
However, last week, the Pew Re-
search Center conducted a com-
prehensive survey that was so
dire and eye-opening that it de-
manded attention.

To sum up, Pew's findings show
that trust in the government has
plummeted (See Page 02)
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New Yorkers Rally
(Continued from page 1)

Army Plaza. The protesters took a strong
stand by blocking traffic at an intersection,
leading to 57 arrests, as confirmed by the po-
lice.

Notable among those arrested was state As-
semblyman Zohran Mamdani (D-Queens),
who stated in a news release that they are "on
the brink of genocide of the Palestinian peo-
ple." Mamdani also condemned the "horrific"
actions of Hamas, labeling them as "murders"
of Israeli citizens.

Assemblywoman Marcela Mitaynes (D-
Brooklyn) was also among those arrested, ac-
cording to a police source. Both Mamdani
and Mitaynes were issued summonses for
blocking vehicular traffic, while specific
charges against other protesters were not dis-
closed.

The protest in Brooklyn was organized by
Jewish Voice for Peace, a group expressing
concerns about "mass atrocities" being carried
out by the Israeli government in Gaza. They
called for a halt to further arming of the Israeli
government to prevent escalating violence.
Protesters also gathered outside the home of
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
N.Y.), who is planning a visit to Israel with a
congressional delegation.

In Manhattan, a predominantly peaceful
protest involving around 2,500 people took
place in Midtown to show support for Pales-
tinian freedom.

The protest began at Times Square and moved
down E. 42nd St. toward the United Nations,
resulting in three arrests on disorderly con-
duct charges, as reported by the police.
Shuayb Siddque, a 23-year-old mechanical
engineer from Queens who attended the Man-
hattan event, emphasized the dire conditions
in Gaza, stating, "You have a people in an
open-air prison, and they’re cutting off the
food, the water, and the electricity. They’re
killing them." Many in the group displayed
Palestinian flags and wore keffiyehs, tradi-
tional Palestinian headscarves.

The police deployed 6,000 officers across the
city to safeguard sensitive locations and mon-
itor protests, according to a police source.

Proof that American politics

to a 70-year low, while disdain for both major
political parties has reached unprecedented
levels. Shockingly, a mere 4 percent of adults
believe that the political system is functioning
effectively. This reveals more than just a dis-
gruntled population tired of a few errant
politicians; it underscores a systemic crisis in
American democracy. Understandably, the
poll also reflects a widespread call for sub-
stantial structural changes to the political sys-
tem, as voters hold little hope for imminent
improvement.

As a former government official, I can em-
pathize with the sentiments expressed in the
Pew survey. It is undeniable that the political
process is dominated by special interests,
awash in campaign contributions, and entan-
gled in partisan conflicts.

Nonetheless, there is still room for hope. The
way to transform our politics is through active
participation and a touch of innovation. This
is precisely why I have chosen to align myself
with a movement known as No Labels, which

is dedicated to addressing the very issues
highlighted in the Pew survey. We are work-
ing diligently to secure a ballot line on the
2024 state voting ballot, which could serve as
a launchpad for an independent Unity Ticket
featuring a Republican and a Democrat as
running mates.

No Labels regards this as an emergency
measure and would only present its ballot line
to the Unity Ticket if the American people re-
main dissatisfied with the two major parties.
Although our initiative has faced relentless
criticism from both political ends, a deeper
examination of Pew's extensive survey results
reveals why the concept of a Unity Ticket
could be precisely what Americans are yearn-
ing for.

To begin, the poll demonstrates that the Re-
publican and Democratic parties are equally
unpopular, with four times as many Ameri-
cans holding unfavorable views of both par-
ties now compared to 2002. Critics of No
Labels, particularly on the left, often wrongly
assert that only the Republican Party and for-
mer President Donald Trump are unpopular.
They fear that by providing voters with an in-
dependent third choice, we will split the anti-
Trump vote and potentially cost the
Democrats the election. However, they over-
look a fundamental fact: neither major party
is currently enjoying popularity, and voters
are desperately seeking an alternative.
Secondly, the poll reaffirms the arguments put
forth by No Labels in recent months: voters
are dissatisfied with the candidates put for-
ward by both parties. A majority, over 63 per-
cent, express dissatisfaction with the
presidential candidates from both sides. Fur-
thermore, outside the presidential race, only
a quarter of voters believe that the current po-
litical candidates are of good quality. This is
a clear indication that something is amiss in
how the parties select their candidates.
Thirdly, and perhaps most damning, a stag-
gering 86 percent of Americans perceive pol-
itics as a domain where Republicans and
Democrats prioritize fighting each other over
solving the nation's problems.

This situation necessitates a solution. Unless
something substantial occurs in the next six
months to rekindle hope among voters, the
Unity Ticket may emerge as the most viable
and genuine solution to address their con-
cerns. It has the potential to unite the com-
mon-sense majorities from both sides into a
new political alliance that rejects extremism
and genuinely tackles the issues that matter to
voters. Moreover, it could serve as a catalyst
for the Republican and Democratic parties to
reorient their strategies and once again com-
pete for the support of the vast political mid-
dle in America.

While the Pew poll results may paint a bleak
picture, they also underscore the wisdom of
the American people. Voters are astutely
aware that something is amiss, and they rec-
ognize that the political system is not func-
tioning as intended. Their ire is rightly
directed at the establishment leaders of both
parties who promote extremism while sup-
pressing voices that seek genuine solutions to
the nation's problems.

The American public has pinpointed the prob-
lem, and it is this realization that fills me with
confidence that they will recognize a viable
solution when they see it.
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and Hamas, Governor Ron DeSantis of
Florida declared a state of emergency. This
declaration allows the Florida Division of
Emergency Management to facilitate the re-
turn of Floridians from Israel and transport es-
sential supplies to the region.

The announcement came as some commercial
airlines suspended their services to Israel due
to the escalating war initiated by Hamas' sur-
prise attack on Israel.

Governor DeSantis' order also includes the
activation of the Florida National Guard and
Florida State Guard as necessary. It directs
Division of Emergency Management Director
Kevin Guthrie to implement a comprehensive
emergency-management plan, including lo-
gistical, rescue, and evacuation operations.
While the order enables the Division of Emer-
gency Management to bring Floridians back
to the United States and transport supplies to
Israel, specific details about these efforts were
not provided in the announcement.
Governor DeSantis, currently on a two-day
trip to New Hampshire for his bid for the Re-
publican presidential nomination, highlighted
that more than 20,000 Americans are cur-
rently in Israel and wish to return home but
face challenges in doing so.

The Biden administration has also begun ar-
ranging charter flights to transport Americans
in Israel to locations in Europe. John Kirby, a
spokesman for the National Security Council,
mentioned during a White House briefing that
these efforts are intended to assist U.S. citi-
zens and their immediate family members in
leaving Israel.

While concrete figures regarding the number
of Americans seeking to depart Israel were
not available, Kirby noted that there are
American citizens who desire to leave the
country.

As of Thursday afternoon, 27 Americans had
lost their lives in the conflict, and 14 Ameri-
cans were unaccounted for.

Part of Governor DeSantis' emergency order
addressed concerns related to demonstrations
and fundraising campaigns throughout the
United States, including Florida, aimed at in-
timidating the Jewish population and support-
ing Hamas. It anticipates a strain on state and
local law enforcement resources and makes
funds from the state's Emergency Prepared-
ness and Response Fund available to address
the situation.

This emergency declaration reflects Florida's
response to the evolving situation in Israel
and its commitment to supporting Americans
affected by the conflict.
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NYC's Role in Aiding
Migrant Families

New York City, with its iconic Statue of Liberty, has long stood as a sym-
bol of hope and dreams for countless souls from around the world. As
new waves of migrant families seek shelter and a better life on American
shores, NYC can and should play a pivotal role in their integration and
support. Some of the ways they can do it include the following:
Resource Centers: NYC can develop community centers specifically
tailored for migrant families. These can be hubs for legal aid, language
classes, job placement services, and cultural integration workshops. Of-
fering a one-stop solution can ease the overwhelming challenge of start-
ing afresh in a new land.

Education Access: Ensuring migrant children receive quality education
is crucial. The city can work towards simplified school enrollment
processes for migrant families, provide multilingual support in schools,
and design after-school programs to help these children catch up and in-
tegrate seamlessly.

Medical Care: Migrant families often arrive after enduring arduous jour-
neys and traumatic experiences. Establishing clinics with multilingual
staff that cater to the unique needs of these families, along with providing
counseling services, is essential.

Housing Solutions: Affordable housing can be one of the most daunting
challenges for migrant families. NYC can explore partnerships with
NGOs, private entities, and community organizations to create short-term
housing solutions while assisting families in finding long-term accom-
modations.

Strengthen Legal Support: Navigating the U.S. immigration system can
be complex. NYC can further invest in providing free or low-cost legal
consultations and representation for migrant families, ensuring they un-
derstand their rights and the paths available to them.

Job Training and Placement: Economic self-sufficiency is key to success-
ful integration. By offering vocational training tailored to the city's job
market needs and establishing partnerships with businesses for job place-
ments, NYC can ensure that migrant families find stable footing quickly.
Promote Cultural Events: Cultural festivals, events, and workshops cel-
ebrating the heritage of migrant groups not only allow them to stay con-
nected with their roots but also educate and enrich the wider community,
fostering understanding and acceptance.

As one of the world’s most cosmopolitan cities, NYC has both the re-
sources and the moral imperative to play a decisive role in the well-being
of migrant families. By doing so, the city can once again reaffirm its rep-
utation as a beacon of hope, not just in symbolism but in action.

Farid Alam
Editor and Publisher

37-66, 72 Street, Jackson Heights, NY- 11372
Ph: 212-444-2166

Editorial

®
NASA unveils first asteroid
samples brought back by
spacecraft

SAM Desk: NASA on Wednesday showed off its first
asteroid samples delivered last month by a spacecraft —
a jumble of black dust and rubble that’s the most ever re-
turned to Earth, reports AP.

Scientists anticipated getting a cupful but are still unsure
how much was grabbed from the carbon-rich asteroid
named Bennu, almost 60 million miles (97 million kilo-
metres) away. That’s because the main sample chamber
has yet to be opened, officials said during an event at
Johnson Space Center in Houston.

“It’s been going slow and meticulous, but the science is
already starting,” said the mission’s lead scientist, Dante
Lauretta of the University of Arizona.

NASA’s Osiris-Rex spacecraft collected the samples
three years ago from the surface of Bennu and then
dropped them off sealed in a capsule during a flyby of
Earth last month. The expected cupful was far more than
the teaspoon or so that Japan brought back from a pair of
missions.

Black dust and particles were scattered around the out-
side edge of the internal sample chamber, according to
Lauretta. He said there’s still “a whole treasure chest of
extraterrestrial material” to be studied. The samples are
priceless, the preserved building blocks from the dawn
of the solar system.

No one at Wednesday’s celebration at Johnson got to see
any of the samples firsthand — just photos and video.
The asteroid pieces were behind locked doors in a new
lab at the space centre, accessible only to scientists in
protective gear.

Besides carbon, the asteroid rubble holds water in the
form of water-bearing clay minerals, Lauretta and others
pointed out.

“That is how we think water got to the Earth,” he said.
“Minerals like we’re seeing from Bennu landed on Earth
4 billion years ago to 4.5 billion years ago, making our
world habitable.”

That was one of the primary reasons for the $1 billion,
seven-year mission: to help learn how the solar system
— and Earth in particular — formed. “You can’t get more
exciting than that,” said NASA Administrator Bill Nel-
son.

Back in 2020, Lauretta and his team lost some of their
haul when the lid on the sample container jammed a few
days after the spacecraft collected the material. It vacu-
umed up so many pieces from Bennu that small rocks got
lodged under the lid and prevented it from closing, send-
ing pieces floating off into space.

That’s why scientists did not have a precise measurement
of what was coming back; they estimated 250 grams, or
about a cupful, ahead of the Sept. 24 landing in the Utah
desert. They won’t have a good count until the container
is opened, within two weeks or so.

Much of the material shown (See Page 05)
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by Hamas to target Israeli civilians, particu-
larly focusing on elementary schools and a
youth center in the Israeli kibbutz of Kfar
Sa'ad. The documents, considered "top se-
cret" in Arabic, outline directives for two
trained Hamas units to infiltrate villages, tar-
get areas with civilian gatherings, and maxi-
mize casualties. Israeli authorities are still
working to ascertain the extent of the damage
in Kfar Sa'ad, as reported by NBC News.

On Saturday, the Israeli Defense Forces con-
firmed that Hamas was holding over 120
civilians captive in Gaza.

The documents, found on the bodies of
Hamas operatives by Israeli first responders,
included detailed maps and indicated Hamas's
intent to either kill civilians or hold them as
hostages.

One document titled "Top Secret" provided
instructions for an attack on Kfar Sa'ad, in-
structing "Combat unit 1" to "contain the new
Da'at school," while "Combat unit 2" was di-
rected to "collect hostages," "search the Bnei
Akiva youth center," and "search the old Da'at
school."

Another page labeled "Top Secret Maneuver"
outlined a plan for a Hamas unit to secure
Kfar Saad's east side while a second unit con-
trolled the west.

Hamas units were instructed to "kill as many
as possible" and "capture hostages" as part of
their plan. Additionally, the plan involved sur-
rounding a dining hall and holding hostages
inside.

These documents are currently under analysis
by Israeli officials, according to NBC's
sources within the Israeli army and govern-
ment.

According to Israeli officials, the documents
indicate that Hamas systematically gathered
intelligence on kibbutzim bordering Gaza and
developed specific attack plans for each vil-
lage, intentionally targeting women and chil-
dren.

Contrary to Hamas's claims of not targeting
children, a video released by Hamas showed
operatives holding and feeding Israeli chil-
dren taken hostage. The Israeli Defense
Forces responded to the video, emphasizing
the suffering of the children and their parents
in this ordeal.

Meanwhile, Yossi Landau, a commander of
ZAKA, an Israeli first responder organization,
reported seeing tragic scenes of murdered ba-
bies, children, and mothers.

The documents reveal that two Hamas units
were to approach Kfar Sa'ad from different
assembly points. Kibbutz Kfar Aza suffered
significant damage in the October 7 attack on
Israel.

On Tuesday, the bodies of Israeli residents

and Hamas operatives were found outside
charred houses in the Kfar Aza kibbutz, indi-
cating the extent of devastation caused by the
attack, as reported by CNN.

Israeli Military Issues
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(Continued from page 1)

24 hours. On Saturday night local time, Is-
rael's chief military spokesman, Rear Adm.
Daniel Hagari, urged residents in Gaza to
move south, anticipating a ground assault in
northern Gaza. Hagari announced, "We are
going to attack Gaza City very broadly soon."
In a separate statement, the Isracli Defense
Forces (IDF) revealed its readiness for "the
next stages of the war," indicating prepara-
tions for a wide array of operational offensive
plans. These plans include coordinated strikes
from the air, sea, and land, with a significant
focus on ground operations.

On Friday, an unprecedented evacuation order
from the Israeli military affected over 1 mil-
lion residents, about half of Gaza's popula-
tion, primarily in the northern region.
According to Israeli military spokesperson Lt.
Col. Jonathan Conricus, northern Gaza is the
primary target for Israel's next counterattack,
aiming to strike at Hamas leaders.

"Gaza City is where the focus and the hub of
Hamas activities are, that is where most of the
commanders are, most of their infrastructure
and their ability to continue to operate," said
Conricus on Saturday. He further stated that
Israeli troops are currently positioned around
the Gaza Strip, preparing for the next stage of
operations. Two main evacuation routes were
available until 4 p.m. local time.

Meanwhile, the Rafah crossing in southern
Gaza remained open until 5 p.m. local time
(10 a.m. ET) to facilitate the departure of
Americans seeking to leave Gaza. U.S. offi-
cials estimated that between 500 and 600
Palestinian Americans were in Gaza, though
the exact number looking to depart was un-
certain.

Efforts to evacuate northern Gaza have been
complicated by ongoing Israeli airstrikes and
the significant presence of Israeli troops and
armored vehicles just outside Gaza's border
fence.

On Saturday morning, President Biden an-
nounced that the U.S. was collaborating with
Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and the United Nations
to provide support to ease the humanitarian
consequences of the conflict and advocate for
the upholding of the law of war.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken traveled to
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to discuss the situation
with Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud.

Amid the ongoing conflict, Gazans also grap-
ple with electricity and clean water shortages,
as Israel tightened its siege of Gaza on
Wednesday. Hospitals now rely solely on

backup generators.

The power shortage has also impacted Gaza's
water supply, leaving residents with only un-
sanitary wells, according to the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees. Gazans describe the water supply
crisis as dire, affecting even basic tasks like
brushing teeth.

Israel launched a massive response to the
deadly attack by Hamas militants, resulting in
over 1,300 deaths in southern Israel. In the
bombardment of Gaza, more than 2,200
Palestinians have been killed. On Friday, the
Israeli military conducted limited raids into
the Gaza Strip in an effort to locate Israelis
kidnapped by Hamas.

Israeli forces recovered the bodies of several
missing Israelis and found items that could
lead to the discovery of more. Israeli military
spokesperson Hagari mentioned that troops
destroyed "terrorist infrastructure and squads,
including a Hamas unit that fired anti-tank
missiles toward Israel."

According to Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, about
265 Israeli soldiers have lost their lives, while
120 people remain hostages in Gaza. Violence
in the West Bank, also known as Judea and
Samaria, increased, leading the IDF to take
action in the region.

The situation further escalated with an attack
by Jewish settlers on Palestinians in the West
Bank, captured on video by the Israeli human
rights organization B'Tselem.

Israel withdrew its troops and civilians from
Gaza in 2005 after nearly four decades of
presence in the territory. Since then, Israeli
forces have re-entered Gaza multiple times to
combat Hamas. The most extensive operation
occurred in 2014, lasting seven weeks and re-
sulting in 2,000 Palestinian casualties and
over 70 Israeli deaths. While it was a signifi-
cant setback for Hamas, the militant group
managed to rebuild.

New York City Embarks
(Continued from page 1)

This ambitious project aims to bridge gaps in
the outer-borough greenway system, thereby
creating a vast network of green and eco-
friendly transportation options across Queens,
Staten Island, Brooklyn, and the Bronx.
Mayor Adams emphasized the significance of
this expansion, underscoring the goal of cre-
ating a truly five-borough administration that
offers safe, sustainable, and healthier trans-
portation choices to all New Yorkers. This ex-
tensive greenway expansion is a direct
response to the surging popularity of biking
and will enhance connectivity throughout the
city. This milestone expansion, supported by
a $7.25 million federal RAISE grant, will ini-
tiate a collaborative, community-driven ap-
proach to develop implementation plans for
each of the five greenway corridors. The ini-
tiative will focus on short- and long-term
projects, filling critical gaps in the existing
greenway network, improving cyclist and
pedestrian safety, and granting more New
Yorkers access to employment opportunities.
The identified corridors are as follows:
Queens Waterfront, Gantry Plaza State Park
to Little Bay Park (16 miles): This greenway
corridor will strengthen cycling routes, offer-
ing better connectivity from Long Island City
and Astoria to East Elmhurst and College
Point, Queens. Running alongside the Long
Island Sound, this route (See page 05)
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will not only enhance transportation options
but also improve park access in diverse
Queens neighborhoods.

Historic Brooklyn, Coney Island to Highland
Park (12 miles): This corridor will address
gaps in the greenway network, connecting
Coney Island to Highland Park in Brooklyn
and Queens. The route will also enhance cy-
cling access to the busy transit hub at Broad-
way Junction.

Staten Island Waterfront, Goethals Bridge to
Verrazzano Bridge (10 miles): This greenway
will create a safe cycling and walking route
along Staten Island's North Shore, promoting
easy access to various destinations in the area,
including the St. George Ferry Terminal,
Goethals Bridge, and East Shore beachfront.
South Bronx, Randall's Island Park to SUNY
Maritime (15 miles): The greenway will pro-
vide much-needed waterfront access and safer
commutes for Bronx residents, connecting to
industrial job centers and enhancing connec-
tions between waterfront parks.

Southern Queens, Spring Creek Park to
Brookville Park (seven miles): The Southern
Queens Greenway will connect John F.
Kennedy International Airport (JFK) to the
rest of the borough, promoting sustainable
transportation for airport workers and the sur-
rounding community.

These expansion projects, with planning stag-
gered over the coming years, will be devel-
oped collaboratively by the New York City
Department of Transportation (DOT), the
New York City Department of Parks & Recre-
ation (NYC Parks), and the New York City
Economic  Development  Corporation
(NYCEDC). The implementation plans will
pave the way for capital projects and identify
further funding opportunities to bring these
greenways to life.

This substantial greenway expansion signifies
a crucial investment in the future of New York
City, focusing on green and sustainable trans-

portation options, enhancing connectivity be-
tween boroughs, and improving overall qual-
ity of life for residents. Cycling in the city has
reached unprecedented levels, making the de-
velopment of a comprehensive greenway net-
work all the more pertinent.

Key figures and organizations have hailed this
announcement as a crucial step toward a more
sustainable and connected future for the city,
promising benefits such as reduced carbon
emissions, enhanced safety for cyclists and
pedestrians, and increased access to economic
development opportunities. By closing the
gaps in the greenway network, the city is
working to create more equitable and reliable
cycling infrastructure for all New Yorkers,
fostering a greener, healthier, and more vi-
brant New York.

BNP's Fakhrul Islam
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the Awami League government. He urged
BNP members to prepare and put forth their
full efforts to ensure the movement's success
and called for the fall of the current regime.
Fakhrul also expressed their goal to secure the
release of BNP leader Begum Khaleda Zia for
medical treatment abroad through an unstop-
pable movement.
He stated that many have sacrificed their lives
and families have suffered severe losses in
their struggle, leaving them with no time to
look back. Fakhrul mentioned the upcoming
Durga Puja festival as the launching point for
the ultimate opposition movement.
The Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal organized the rally
at BNP's Nayapaltan central office. Thou-
sands of young people from various regions,
identifiable by their red and green caps,
joined the gathering. Fakhrul regarded the
youth's massive assembly as a historic event
that would inspire the nation to engage in the
final movement with renewed determination.
He expressed confidence in defeating the cur-
rent government through their peaceful move-
ment, challenging the legitimacy of the
government and questioning whether it was
constitutionally legal. Fakhrul argued that the
government had acted unconstitutionally to
stay in power and called for their resignation
to allow a neutral government to oversee the
next election in a fair and credible manner.
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President Biden Calls
(Continued from page 1)

assault, where more than 1,300 people, in-
cluding 29 Americans, lost their lives.
President Biden, who has shown staunch sup-
port for Israel, emphasized that while Hamas
poses a significant challenge, they do not rep-
resent all Palestinians. He cautioned against
a full-scale occupation of Gaza but high-
lighted the importance of addressing extrem-
ist elements within the territory.

The president's comments came as he con-
templated a visit to Isracl to demonstrate sol-
idarity, following Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's invitation. He expressed concern
over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and em-
phasized the need for a safe corridor for civil-
ians to access essential supplies.

While President Biden didn't explicitly sug-

A gest a temporary

ground offensive,
he endorsed the
goal of eliminating
Hamas, which the
U.S. and the Euro-
pean Union clas-
sify as a terrorist

group. He also
noted that the Is-
raelis must do

everything possi-
ble to minimize
harm to innocent
civilians.

The prospect of a
ground offensive
into Gaza is met
with concerns
about the safety of
both Israeli forces
and  Palestinian
civilians. President
Biden asserted that
Israel should act in accordance with interna-
tional standards and facilitate access to vital
resources for Gaza's innocent population.
The president's interview also covered his as-
pirations for diplomatic ties between Israel
and Saudi Arabia and the potential for im-
proved relations in the Middle East. President
Biden remains committed to addressing
global challenges and creating a better world.

NASA unveils first asteroid
(Continued from page 3)

Wednesday was overflow from when the lid
was stuck open before everything could be
sealed inside the return capsule. The larger
visible rocks were under an inch (2.5 centime-
tres) in size.

“We have a bounty of samples on our hands
already and we’re not even inside” the main
sample container, said NASA astromaterials
curator Francis McCubbin.

Once the samples are archived, the team will
dole out particles to researchers around the
world, while saving a fair amount for future
analysis when better technology should be
available.

NASA has another asteroid-chasing space-
craft on a Florida launch pad, ready to blast
off later this week. The destination will be a
rare asteroid made of metal named Psyche.
No samples will be coming back.



 The \South Asian Mail Business @

"Asian Business Leaders Converge in New
York: Economic Contributions Recognized by
the Asian American Chamber of Commerce”

S.M. Solaiman, New York: Due to their res-
idence in the US, thousands of business own-
ers from 48 Asian countries are making
significant contributions to the US economy.
However, due to a lack of community leader-
ship, they are not fully benefiting from the op-
portunities and legal assistance offered by the
US government. Speakers believe that by
uniting under the banner of the American
Chamber of Commerece, it's possible to fully
utilize these benefits. In a business conference
held at the Jackson Heights Juice Center in
New York, under the leadership of Joy
Choudhury, the president of the Asian Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce, leaders ex-
pressed these hopes. Businesspeople from 48
Asian countries, including China and
Bangladesh, contribute (See Page 07)
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(Continued from page 6)

40% to the US GDP. Small and medium-sized
businesses from Asia control 62% of the total
business. However, due to some legal restric-
tions, these entrepreneurs cannot fully utilize
all the facilities provided by the US govern-
ment. Thus, there's a call to strengthen the
Asian-American Chamber. Not just the cham-
ber leaders, but other chamber heads, New
York State commissioners, city commission-
ers, and representatives from various govern-
ment agencies attended the conference. They
assured comprehensive support for business
expansion from the government's side. Or-
ganizing such an event that unites business
owners from 48 Asian countries in New York

was a first. The Asian Chamber of Commerce
honored business leaders from 10 Asian coun-
tries, including Bangladesh, for their contri-
butions to the US economic development. At
the business conference, speeches were given
by: New York State Assemblyman Steven
Raga, New York City Small Business Execu-
tive Director Michael Fog, New York State
Port Authority Director Mr. Hars, Indonesian
Leader Attorney Eve Cho Guileragon, New
York Queens Community Board Member
Abdur Rahim Howlader, Mohammad Ali, Ja-
maica Friends Society Secretary Jay Molla
Sani, CPA Mohammad Chishti, New York
Bangladesh Press Club Organizing Secretary
SM Solayman, and several Asian American
business leaders.
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Stranger Beats E Train Rider with Stolen
Umbrella at Jackson Heights Subway Hub

SAM Desk: In an unsettling incident at the
Jackson Heights subway hub on Roosevelt
Avenue, a 41-year-old E train rider was at-
tacked by a stranger who used the victim's
umbrella as a weapon, according to authori-
ties.

The incident took place inside the 74th Street
station on Sunday morning around 6:20 a.m.,
as reported by the police from the 110th
Precinct in Elmhurst. The victim was ap-
proached by an unidentified man who, upon
seeing the umbrella, snatched it from the vic-
tim's possession. He proceeded to strike the
victim on the wrist and over his head using
the stolen umbrella.

The attacker then boarded a northbound E
train that arrived at the station during the as-
sault. The injured victim made his way to
Elmhurst Hospital, where he received med-
ical treatment for swelling to his head and
Wrist.

The NYPD has released a surveillance photo
of the suspect, describing him as an individual
between 18 and 30 years old, approximately
6 feet tall, with a dark complexion, short
black hair, and a thin mustache. At the time
of the incident, the suspect was wearing sun-
glasses, a gray sweatshirt, and gray sweat-
pants.

The police are seeking information from the

public and have urged anyone with details
about the attacker to contact the NYPD's
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

This incident is part of a concerning trend in

Photo Credit - NYPD

felony assaults in 2023, marking a 39.4% in-
crease compared to the same time last year
when 414 cases were reported, according to
the latest CompStat report.

the 110th Precinct, which has reported 577

"Man Pushed onto
Subway Tracks in
Violent 72nd
Street and
Broadway
Incident”

SAM Desk: The NYPD is actively seeking two individ-
uals accused of violently pushing a 32-year-old man onto
the subway tracks at 72nd Street and Broadway. The har-
rowing incident occurred when the victim was disem-
barking from a northbound 2 train at approximately 2:30
a.m. on a Saturday.

According to police reports, the victim was engaged in
an argument with two other men. The dispute escalated
as the two assailants proceeded to kick and punch the
man before ultimately pushing him onto the subway
tracks. As a result of this distressing incident, the victim
sustained injuries, including a broken nose and finger.
He was subsequently transported to the hospital and is
reported to be in stable condition. The NYPD is actively
investigating the case and seeking any information that
can lead to the identification and apprehension of the in-
dividuals responsible for this shocking assault.

1800-577-8477 (TIPS)

Photo Credit - NYPD
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Vows to

Hold General Election No Matter What

Labib Pranto: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
made a resolute declaration that the next gen-
eral election will proceed regardless of at-
tempts by the opposition, particularly the
BNBP, to obstruct it. Addressing a grand rally
organized by Dhaka city (north) Awami
League, she asserted that the people will
freely exercise their voting rights.

The rally, originally planned for October 7 to
commemorate the soft opening of the third
terminal of the Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport, was postponed due to adverse
weather conditions.

Thousands of Awami League supporters gath-
ered at the Civil Aviation Authority's residen-
tial area in Kawla for the rally. During her
address, Prime Minister Hasina, who is also
the president of the AL, expressed her con-
cerns that a party associated with corruption
and criminal elements could jeopardize the
country's progress if it were to come to power.
She urged the people to support the "boat,"
the symbol of the Awami League, in the up-
coming general election. The Prime Minister
emphasized the dilemma the BNP is facing
concerning its participation in the parliamen-
tary polls, raising questions about the party's
leadership and intentions.

Hasina asserted that the BNP is well aware
that the "boat" symbol is likely to secure votes
if the election proceeds. She believes that the
AL will win, leading to further progress in the
country. She called upon the people to stay
vigilant to prevent any attempts by the BNP

Prime Minister Hasina, who is also the president of
the AL, expressed her concerns that a party associated
with corruption and criminal elements could jeopard-

ize the country's progress if it were to come to power.
She urged the people to support the "boat," the sym-
bol of the Awami League, in the upcoming general
election. The Prime Minister emphasized the dilemma
the BNP is facing concerning its participation in the
parliamentary polls, raising questions about the
party's leadership and intentions.

to disrupt the elections.

The Prime Minister also emphasized that she
would remain in power if the people support
the "boat." She appealed to the public, high-
lighting the choice between development by
voting for the "boat" or potential destruction
by supporting BNP-Jamaat.

She dismissed the BNP's attempts to seek for-
eign support, placing her confidence in the
power of the people. Hasina credited the AL's
victory in the 2008, 2014, and 2018 general
elections for the significant development
projects undertaken in Bangladesh. These
projects include the Padma Bridge, metro rail,
elevated expressway, Rooppur Nuclear Power
Plant, Dhaka airport's third terminal, and the

tunnel under the Karnaphuli in Chattogram.
She also announced upcoming projects to al-
leviate the people's suffering.

The Prime Minister concluded her speech by
calling on the people to help identify hoarders
and black marketers, assuring that the govern-
ment will take stringent action against them
to alleviate the people's suffering. Several
other prominent figures from the Awami
League also spoke at the rally, including AL
General Secretary Obaidul Quader, presidium
members Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, Sha-
jahan Khan, and Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Joint
General Secretary Hasan Mahmud, Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan, and Dhaka
North City Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam.
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Awami League Warns BNP Against Planned Dhaka Siege

Dhaka Office: Awami League general secre-
tary, Obaidul Quader, issued a stern warning
to the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) re-
garding their plan to lay siege to Dhaka city
on October 18. Speaking at a rally in Dhaka,
Quader cautioned the BNP about the potential
consequences, making reference to the events
in Shapla Chattar where a police crackdown
on a hard-line Islamist group in May 2013 re-
sulted in over a dozen fatalities.

He emphasized that the BNP's intended action
was part of a "deep conspiracy" and sug-
gested that the BNP was mobilizing individ-
uals from across the country, booking hotels,
under-construction buildings, and empty plots
in Dhaka.

Quader called upon Awami League members
and associated groups to gather at the south
gate of Baitul Mukarram mosque on October
18 and threatened to respond by besieging the
BNP if they attempted to seize Dhaka city.
He criticized BNP secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir for suggesting that
Western support for democracy was bolster-
ing the BNP's movement for a credible elec-
tion under a neutral government. Quader
asserted that Western entities had conveyed
their impartiality, refuting Fakhrul's claims as
lies and rumors.

Awami League leaders and associates, includ-

Photo: Sajed Hossain

ing Jahangir Kabir Nanak and Mirza Azam,
expressed concerns over the BNP's move-
ments, fearing a situation involving the safety
of Khaleda Zia, the BNP chairperson.

The youth wing of the Awami League,
Bangladesh Awami Jubo League, also encour-
aged their members to prepare for countering
the BNP's alleged conspiracy.
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"Politics in Bangladesh: Where
Drama Meets Democracy”

Sakhwat Hossain

In the enchanting land of Bangladesh, where

vibrant culture, lush landscapes, and mouth-
watering cuisine often steal the spotlight, a
different kind of performance takes center
stage — the theatrical and often entertaining
world of politics. As the world's eighth-most
populous country, Bangladesh has carved out
its unique niche in the political theater of
South Asia, where intrigue, drama, and
democracy harmoniously coexist.

A Theatrical Democracy

Walk through the bustling streets of Dhaka,
and you might encounter impromptu rallies,
passionate speeches, and fervent debates that
seem to spring up around every corner. Poli-
tics isn't just a subject reserved for the parlia-
ment floor; it's a live-action spectacle that
frequently plays out in public spaces, broad-
casted on the nightly news, and debated at
roadside tea stalls.

Bangladesh's politics is a high-energy, dy-
namic affair. With over 160 million people,
it's no surprise that passionate opinions, col-
orful banners, and spirited marches are a part
of everyday life. It's not uncommon for rallies
to feature boisterous music, giant mascots,
and leaders engaging in heated rhetoric that
could rival the most dramatic soap operas.

Iconic Political Dynasties
Bangladesh's political landscape is character-
ized by prominent dynasties. Two of the most

Shaikh Hasina & Khaleda Zia

Bangladesh's political land-
scape is characterized by
prominent dynasties. Two of
the most prominent families,
the Hasinas and the Zias,
have dominated the coun-
try's political scene for
decades. The rivalry between
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda
Zia is the stuff of legend,
and the battles they've
waged, both in the political
arena and the courtroom,
are the stuff of drama.

prominent families, the Hasinas and the Zias,
have dominated the country's political scene
for decades. The rivalry between Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia is the stuff of legend,
and the battles they've waged, both in the po-
litical arena and the courtroom, are the stuff
of drama.

With numerous arrests, trials, and political in-
trigue to rival a Shakespearean tragedy, it's
clear that this political saga has been anything
but dull. Even as these families have held
sway over the country's governance, the
power struggles have played out in real-time,
offering plenty of fodder for water cooler con-

versations and the front pages of newspapers.

The Power of Protests

Bangladesh has a long history of passionate
protests and movements. From the 1971 War
of Independence to the recent "Road Safety"
protests in 2018, citizens often take to the
streets to voice their concerns. Protests are
both a tool for change and a form of political
expression. They range from peaceful demon-
strations to larger gatherings, where activists
use humor and creativity to make their point.
Whether it's street art, vibrant slogans, or the
cultural significance of song and dance,
protests in Bangladesh often blend creativity
and politics to create a tapestry of captivating
moments that can both educate and entertain.

The Future of Bangladesh's Political Theater
As Bangladesh continues to grow and evolve,
its political scene will inevitably follow suit.
While the country faces its share of chal-
lenges and complexities, its people's passion
for politics, their enduring sense of humor,
and the colorful world they've created offer a
unique lens through which to view this dy-
namic and democratic nation.

Bangladesh's political landscape might be un-
conventional and sometimes chaotic, but it re-
flects the nation's spirit. It's a reminder that
even in the most challenging and turbulent
times, humor, creativity, and a sense of theater
can always find their place in the drama of
democracy.
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The Stock Market in Bangladesh is Falllng’?

Economics Desk: Once upon a time, IPOs
were the talk of the town in Bangladesh. Peo-
ple eagerly waited in long queues to deposit
their IPO application fees, hoping for a
chance to participate in lottery subscriptions.
Those who were lucky enough to secure [IPO
shares often enjoyed substantial profits with
relatively low investment risks. However,
times have changed, and the landscape of IPO
investments has evolved significantly.

In recent years, general investors have be-
come increasingly disinterested in applying
for IPOs. The allure of substantial capital
gains from these applications has waned. As
a result, the number of active BO (Beneficiary
Owner) accounts has seen a concerning de-
cline. On January 1, 2023, Central Depository
Bangladesh Limited reported 1,861,722 ac-
tive BO accounts. Just nine months later, this
number dropped by 111,137, representing
around 6.34% of the total BO accounts.
Female participation in the market remains
notably low, accounting for only 25% of the
total BO account holders. Historically, many
primary market investors shifted their focus
to the secondary market after realizing profits
from their IPO subscriptions. However, [POs
no longer offer the same investment appeal as
before, leading to the decline in BO accounts
and difficulty in attracting new investors to
the secondary market.

To address these issues, it is essential to make
stock brokerage services more accessible to a
larger number of individuals. While the
Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (BSEC) is currently reaching out to
foreign investors, it's crucial to focus on local
market investors, as foreign trading con-

tributes only 4-5% of the total turnover and
has been declining due to foreign exchange
market instability.

Over the past decade, an increasing number
of people in Bangladesh have seen improved
financial conditions due to rising per capita
income and individual earnings. However,
these savings are not being invested in the
stock market. Accessibility to stock brokerage
services is a key challenge. Many educated
individuals remain uninvolved due to fear,
lack of knowledge, or ignorance of the poten-
tial benefits of investing. The stock market's
image was severely tarnished by the market
collapse in 2010, and public confidence has

yet to fully recover.

To revitalize the market, the BSEC must work
on building investor confidence through good
governance, strict compliance, state-of-the-art
technological advancements, and advanced
cybersecurity measures. Transparency in mar-
ket operations, effective communication of
regulations and policies, regular financial lit-
eracy programs, and robust investor protec-
tion laws with swift legal recourse in cases of
malpractice are vital elements in re-establish-
ing trust in the market.

With the implementation of these strategies,
the Bangladeshi stock market has the poten-
tial to shine brightly once again.
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Judge Chutkan Issues Gag Order,
Restricting Trump’'s Public Statements

SAM Desk: A federal judge has imposed a
gag order on former President Donald Trump,
limiting his ability to make certain statements
regarding the federal prosecution led by spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith into his alleged at-
tempt to subvert the 2020 presidential
election.

The order issued by Judge Tanya Chutkan re-
stricts Trump's public remarks to prevent tar-
geting court personnel, potential witnesses,
the special counsel, and his staff. It does not
limit disparaging comments about Washing-
ton, D.C., where the jury trial will take place,
or certain comments about the Justice Depart-
ment. Any violations of this order could result
in sanctions.

During the hearing, Judge Chutkan empha-
sized that the restrictions are in place to pre-
vent language that poses a danger to the
administration of justice. She asserted that
being a presidential candidate does not grant
carte blanche to vilify public servants merely
performing their duties.

The judge raised concerns about the highly
charged language used in Trump's social
media posts and public remarks, suggesting
that they might encourage harm against the
special counsel and his team. She pointed to
a post in which Trump referred to Smith as a
"thug" and questioned whether it was appro-
priate for a criminal defendant to use such
language to describe a prosecutor.

Trump's attorney, John Lauro, argued against
the restrictions, asserting that the proceedings
were politically motivated and that the former
president should be allowed to speak out
about the case's political aspects. However,

Judge Chutkan maintained that political argu-
ments had no place in her courtroom.
Chutkan also emphasized that Trump, as a
criminal defendant, must follow his condi-
tions of release and is subject to court-im-
posed restrictions to prevent intimidating
witnesses or jurors.

Prosecutors argued that Trump's public at-
tacks against potential witnesses, including
former Vice President Mike Pence and former
Attorney General Bill Barr, could lead to wit-
ness intimidation by his followers. They clar-
ified that the goal of the restrictions was not
to impede Trump's ability to campaign but to
ensure a fair trial by limiting statements

aimed at influencing the venue or potential ju-
TOTS.

Trump's legal team had previously attacked
the proposed order, claiming that it infringed
on his First Amendment rights and suggested
that it was designed to hinder his presidential
campaign.

The trial date remains set for early March, and
Judge Chutkan made it clear that the trial
would not be affected by the election cycle.
It's worth noting that any restrictions on
Trump's speech may become a subject of ap-
peal in the case, along with claims that the
federal cases are being rushed to secure a con-
viction before the election.

Judge Tanya Chutkan



| The \South Asian Mail

Advertisement

Satisfaction comes
through providing service
NEWYORK’S NO. 1 HOME CARE SERVICE

Aasha Home Care

Good news for senior citizens living in the US
Corporate Office: 8914 168th Street Jamaica, NY 11432
Phone: 646-744-5934, 716-772-9243
E-mail: cdpap@AashaHomeCare.com

Coming together for a noble cause will bring
success for everyone in the society.

Ln. Eng. Aakash Rahman

Aasha Charity Foudation, USA

Ln. Engr: Askash Rahman
President & CEO
Aasha Charity Foundation ¢

Adult Day Care
At our day care you will be served
with delicious HALAL food

-Good n'ews for senior citizens living in the US

Flavors of Home,
Away From Home

Chicken/ Fish
Curry/ Rice
Salad/ Lentil

Soup




| The \South Asian Mail
i# .}__. -

(Spencer Platt/Getty Images)

Mayor Adams Stands Against Anti-

semitism, Condemns Hamas Terrorism

Sajid Simanto: Mayor Eric Adams deliv-
ered a powerful speech today, denouncing
antisemitism and condemning Hamas ter-
rorism in the wake of a conflict that has
claimed the lives of more than 3,200 Is-
raelis and Palestinians, including at least 27
Americans.

In his address, Mayor Adams firmly stated,
"We are not all right when Hamas believes
that they are fighting on behalf of some-
thing and their destructive, despicable ac-
tion that was carried out. We are not all
right when we still have hostages who have
not come home to their family. We are not
all right, and we're not going to say we have
a stiff upper lip and act like everything is
fine. Everything is not fine."

Adams expressed his unwavering support
for Israel's right to self-defense, a sentiment
shared by President Biden and other world
leaders. Still, he acknowledged that the
civilian casualties resulting from Israel's re-
taliatory strikes, compounded by Hamas
terrorists using human shields, have ignited
anti-Israel sentiment and antisemitism, both
domestically and abroad.

Hamas recently called for a "Day of Rage,"
culminating a week of protests across the
nation against Israel's response to the Gaza
attacks. These events, including a rally pro-
moted by the local Democratic Socialists of
America chapter, saw pro-Hamas demon-

Adams expressed his unwa-
vering support for Israel’s
right to self-defense, a senti-
ment shared by President
Biden and other world lead-
ers. Still, he acknowledged
that the civilian casualties re-
sulting from Israel's retalia-
tory strikes, compounded by
Hamas terrorists using
human shields, have ignited
anti-Israel sentiment and an-
tisemitism, both domestically
and abroad.

strators using antisemitic imagery to taunt
Israel supporters, further exacerbating ten-
sions.

Mayor Adams addressed the grim reality
that antisemitism has been on the rise in the
U.S. and worldwide, with data indicating a
worrying increase in antisemitic incidents
over the past year. New York City, home to
the largest Jewish population outside of Is-
rael, is standing united against this resur-
gence of hatred.

"We will not be all right until every person
responsible for this act is held accountable.
And we don't have to pretend," Mayor
Adams declared, recognizing the city's re-
ligious leaders who have vehemently con-
demned the hatred and antisemitism
displayed on one of the holiest days of the
year.

Concluding his speech, Mayor Adams
called for unity in the fight against anti-
semitism and terrorism. He highlighted that
this struggle transcends any one commu-
nity, stating, "Your fight is my fight. That
swastika not only displays the pain of anti-
semitism, it displays the pain of racism
among African Americans. You marched
with us with Dr. King. You stood with us in
all our fights. We're going to stand with you
and stand united together. And we don't
have to be all right. We should be angry at
what we saw."
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"Elon Musk is not the smartest
Tech Leader in the world"

SCI-TECH Desk: In 1993, a research study
by Psychology professor Peter Borkenau
from the University of Bielefeld in Germany
had suggested that an individual's ability to
articulate effectively is a strong indicator of
intelligence. Fast forward to today, a recent
language analysis of 100 American execu-
tives has unveiled the brightest minds
among tech leaders in the United States and
beyond Silicon Valley.

According to a comprehensive language
analysis conducted by Preply, an e-learning
platform based in Brookline, Massachusetts,
billionaire Elon Musk doesn't top the list of
the most intelligent tech executives in the
United States.

Preply's report states, "A person's use of lan-
guage is one of the most transparent indica-
tors of their intelligence. Their proficiency in
utilizing an extensive vocabulary, their skill
in employing nuanced expressions, and the
complexity of their sentence structures all
shed light on the depth of their thinking and
comprehension."

"To provide insight into this, we analyzed di-
alogues from 100 American executives, scru-
tinizing common linguistic patterns to

identify CEOs who consistently exhibit re-
markable intelligence through their lan-
guage."

The platform conducted an in-depth analysis
of transcripts from public appearances by var-
ious chief executives, with each transcript re-
ceiving a score out of 100 points. The
speeches analyzed varied from 60 to 180 min-
utes of dialogue for each executive. The
analysis considered vocabulary breadth, vo-
cabulary sophistication, textual readability,
critical thinking, and contextual relevance of
the executives' speeches.

So, who emerges as the smartest tech
CEO?

According to Preply's analysis, Demis Hass-
abis, the CEO of Artificial Intelligence com-
pany DeepMind, leads the pack among 100
tech leaders active in the United States, with
an impressive score of 87.33. Following
closely are Stephen Schwarzman of Black-
stone (74.33), renowned investment strategist
Warren Buffet (74.00), David Solomon of
Goldman Sachs (71.33), and former Amazon
CEO Jeff Bezos (71.00) as the top five most
intelligent tech leaders, respectively.

Jensen Huang of Nvidia (70.33), Reed Hast-
ings of Netflix (70.00), Mark Zuckerberg of
Meta Platforms (69.67), and Bob Iger of Dis-
ney (69.33) secured the sixth to ninth posi-
tions in the list.

Interestingly, Elon Musk, a prominent figure
in the tech world, was ranked 16th in the list
of most intelligent tech leaders, with an intel-
ligence score of 64.33.

Other notable rankings include OpenAl's Sam
Altman at 34th place (59.33) and former
Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey at 81st with an in-
telligence score of 45.33.

Among Indian-origin tech leaders in the
United States, Adobe's Shantanu Narayan
ranked 27th (61.33), followed by Vas
Narasimhan of Novartis at 29th place (61.00),
and Sandeep Mathrani of WeWork at 30th
place (60.77).

Microsoft's Satya Nadella secured the 36th
spot (59.00), and IBM's Arvind Krishna was
placed at 48th (55.00).

Notably, Google CEO Sundar Pichai was
ranked 71st with an intelligence score of
50.00, and Raj Subramaniam of FedEx was
placed 99th with an intelligence score of
31.33.
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South Asian Nations Express Varied Stances on Hamas

SAM Desk: In the aftermath of Hamas' ex-
tensive assault on Israel on October 7, South
Asian countries have voiced their responses,
revealing a mix of perspectives on the con-
flict, while unanimously supporting a two-
state solution for the region. This attack
marked Hamas' most ambitious strike against
Israel launched from Gaza.

While the geographical distance separates
South Asia from the conflict zone, the reper-
cussions of the violence have directly and in-
directly impacted the region. Only four out of
eight South Asian countries—Nepal, India,
Sri Lanka, and Bhutan—maintain diplomatic
ties with Israel.

Nepal has reported ten of its citizens killed in
the attacks, with hundreds seeking shelter in
bunkers. In response, Nepal has initiated the
air-lifting of 253 citizens from the war zone,
primarily students who were studying and
working in Israel.

India is also taking steps to facilitate the re-
turn of Indian citizens from Israel following
the attacks.

The responses from South Asian countries
have varied, shedding light on their perspec-
tives:

1. India: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed solidarity with Israel through
a message on social media, reflecting the sig-
nificant improvement in India-Israel relations.
The Ministry of External Affairs reaffirmed

Attacks, But United in Supporting Two-State ti

Photo Credit: AP Photo/Anjum Naveed

While the geographical distance
separates South Asia from the
conflict zone, the repercussions
of the violence have directly and

indirectly impacted the region.
Only four out of eight South
Asian countries—Nepal, India,
Sri Lanka, and Bhutan—main-
tain diplomatic ties with Israel.

India's support for a "sovereign, independent,
and viable state of Palestine at peace with Is-
rael," reiterating its commitment to the two-
state solution.

2. Nepal: The Nepali government
strongly condemned the terrorist attack and
expressed solidarity with Israel. Prime Min-
ister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, in a recent speech
at the United Nations General Assembly, re-
iterated Nepal's commitment to peace for the
Palestinian people and consistently supported
a two-state solution.

3. Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka expressed deep
concern over the attacks and called for an im-
mediate end to hostilities. Colombo supports
a "negotiated settlement in line with interna-
tionally agreed parameters of two states based
on the 1967 borders."

4. Pakistan: Pakistan has been monitor-
ing the situation in the Middle East and called

for the establishment of a "viable, sovereign,
and contiguous State of Palestine."

5. Bangladesh: Bangladesh strongly
condemned the armed conflict and cautioned
Israel that "living under Israeli occupation
and forced settlements in Palestinian territory
will not pave the way for peace." Dhaka reit-
erated the viability of a two-state solution.

6. Afghanistan: The  Taliban-led
Afghan government asserted that the conflict
resulted from Israeli Zionists' actions, leading
to the oppression of the Palestinian people
and disrespect for Muslim holy places.
There is a clear divide in South Asian coun-
tries' views on Hamas, with India and Nepal
labeling the group as terrorists while the Mus-
lim-majority countries in the region, which
lack diplomatic ties with Israel, have not di-
rectly blamed Hamas, expressing sympathy
or support for its actions.

Despite these differing views, South Asian
nations remain united in supporting a two-
state solution as the only viable path to lasting
peace in the region. However, the specifics of
what this entails differ among these nations.
Hamas' activities, alongside considerations of
realpolitik, have led some countries to be-
come less sympathetic to Hamas, even as they
continue to support the establishment of a
Palestinian state. Continued attacks by Hamas
may further diminish its support among non-
Muslim South Asian nations.
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UK Special Forces Accused of Killing Nine

People in bed while sleeping in Af_ghanistan

Photo Credit - Harrison Jones & Hannah

International Desk: An independent inquiry
reported by the BBC reveals that UK special
forces were responsible for the deaths of nine
individuals during a night raid in Afghanistan
in 2011. The victims were described as having
been killed "in their beds."

On February 7, 2011, the Nad Ali region of
Helmand bore witness to a tragic incident.
Several families had gathered for a wake
when nine people, including the youngest at
14 years old, lost their lives in what is be-
lieved to be an unlawful act.

Family members of the victims claim that the
deceased were unarmed civilians who were
sleeping in a single-roomed outbuilding when
the tragic incident occurred.

Habibullah Alizai, the owner of the house that
was invaded on that fateful day, recalled
being awakened by the disturbing sounds of
shouting and gunshots. He further stated that
he was taken from his room and subjected to
interrogation and physical abuse by the
troops. Alizai also recounted the heart-
wrenching moment when he discovered the
lifeless bodies of his two sons and seven oth-
ers.

The Special Air Service (SAS) defended their
actions by asserting they acted in self-defense
after coming under fire. However, Mr. Glas-
gow, an investigator, pointed out bullet holes
in the walls of the outbuilding.

The inquiry also shed light on the troubling
belief held by senior leaders that troops had a
practice of eliminating males of "fighting
age," even when they did not pose a direct
threat.

O'Grady

Mohammed Tayeb, 14, was killed in Loy Bagh village in Helmand

The investigation was initiated after BBC
Panorama reported that an SAS squadron had
allegedly killed 54 individuals under ques-
tionable circumstances during a six-month
tour.

Substantive hearings began at the Royal
Courts of Justice in London on Monday,
where UK special forces face accusations of
"abusing" night raids to carry out "numerous"

extrajudicial executions, which were al-
legedly later concealed. It was reported that
between 2010 and 2013, special forces exe-
cuted hundreds of deliberate detention oper-
ations in the region.

The allegations have raised significant con-
cerns, sparking a debate on the conduct of
special forces during their operations in
Afghanistan.
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India's Crackdown on Critics Raises Concerns
Over Free Speech: Arundhati Roy faces sedition
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Saudi Authorities Uncover Over 12,000 Fake
Pakistani Passports from Afghan Nationals

International Desk: Saudi Arabian
authorities have discovered more than
12,000 counterfeit Pakistani passports
in the possession of Afghan nationals,
raising concerns about national insti-
tutions.

Riyadh has informed Islamabad about
this alarming revelation, shedding
light on how Afghan citizens acquired
these fraudulent passports through
various passport centers operating
within Pakistan, as reported by The
Express Tribune, a Pakistan-based
newspaper.

In response to the situation, Pakistan's
Ministry of Interior has established a
high-level committee consisting of
representatives from the Interior Min-
istry, the Federal Investigation

Agency (FIA), and sensitive government agencies. This committee's
primary responsibilities include identifying those responsible for is-
suing counterfeit passports and compiling a list of individuals in-
volved. Subsequent legal actions will be pursued against these
individuals in accordance with the country's laws.

This development comes on the heels of the government issuing an

une.

ultimatum, directing all illegal for-
eign residents in Pakistan to leave the
country by the end of October. This
directive has raised concerns from the
Human Rights Commission of Pak-
istan (HRCP), which questions the
profiling of Afghan nationals with a
narrow view of national security.

In response, the Ministry of States
and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) has
assured that legally residing Afghan
nationals in Pakistan will not face ha-
rassment or arrest. The evacuation of
Afghan citizens living illegally in
Pakistan began last week, with 16
trucks transporting 20 families to the
Torkham border. Upon fulfilling the
necessary legal requirements, these
20 families, totaling 350 people, will

be permitted to enter Afghanistan, as reported by The Express Trib-

For decades, Islamabad has hosted millions of refugees, with a peak
of up to five million Afghan refugees residing in Pakistan at one point.
Official records, however, indicate a significantly lower number of in-
dividuals possessing valid refugee cards.

Signs of Resurgence: Concerns Grow as COVID-19 and
Other Viruses Loom in the Winter Season

Health Desk: Flu cases have remained at low
levels nationwide, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention's recent
report. However, early indications suggest
that the virus is gradually starting to circulate.
Alicia Budd, who leads the CDC's domestic
influenza surveillance team, noted that these
low levels are expected to increase in the
coming weeks. Traditionally, flu seasons gain
momentum in December and reach their peak
in February. Unlike last year, the CDC has not
observed the unusually early rise in flu activ-
ity, especially among children and teenagers.
Most of the reported flu cases this season are
attributed to influenza type A, specifically the
HINIT strain.

A CDC report from Thursday highlighted that
the flu disproportionately affected children in
the previous year. Danielle Iuliano, a senior
research epidemiologist at the CDC and one
of the study's authors, pointed out that the
number of flu-related pediatric doctor visits
and hospitalizations during the 2022-23 flu
season exceeded previous years. The majority
of these cases were flu type A, primarily
H3N2, while approximately 20% were clas-
sified as HINI.

Considering the experience of the previous
year, Iuliano emphasized the importance of
vaccinating children to prevent severe illness
and hospitalizations.

Doctors recommend that everyone aged 6
months and older should receive an annual flu
shot, and it's crucial to do so now. Dr. Kristin
Englund, an infectious disease physician at
the Cleveland Clinic, advises her patients to
get vaccinated by Halloween. It takes at least

two weeks after vaccination to develop anti-
bodies for maximum protection.

As the winter season approaches, there are
concerns about a potential "tripledemic," with
the flu, Covid, and respiratory syncytial virus
(RSV) circulating simultaneously. Early signs
indicate that these viruses are already spread-
ing, albeit at relatively low levels, according
to WastewaterSCAN, a group that monitors
sewage for viral evidence.

Marlene Wolfe, an assistant professor of en-
vironmental health at Emory University and
program director for WastewaterSCAN, re-
ported increased rates of flu and RSV detec-
tion across the country. Although there was a
late summer rise in Covid cases, Wolfe noted
that current levels are still higher than during

the middle of the summer.

Doctors are encouraging people to take meas-
ures to reduce viral activity as the U.S. enters
the cold and flu season, including mask-wear-
ing in certain situations. In addition to up-
dated Covid vaccines, a new vaccine
designed to protect pregnant women and
older adults from RSV is now available.
Anticipating an increase in Covid, RSV, and
flu cases, the Cleveland Clinic will begin re-
questing that all visitors to hospitalized pa-
tients wear masks, starting next week, though
it is not mandatory. The goal is to ensure the
well-being of patients, who are seeking to re-
cover rather than be exposed to additional res-
piratory viruses.
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Shooting Incident Delays Opening

of State Fair of Texas

SAM Desk: The State Fair of Texas,
which typically draws thousands of visitors
on Sundays, experienced a delay in open-
ing this Sunday due to a shooting incident.
The fair didn't open until 1:45 p.m. follow-
ing a shooting on Saturday night where a
man shot at another man, injuring three
people. The victims, including two adult
males and an adult female, are expected to
recover, but at least one appears to have
been an innocent bystander.

The suspect, identified as 22-year-old
Cameron Turner, was apprehended by the
police, and a gun was recovered. He is now
charged with aggravated assault. The
shooting occurred in the Tower Building,
a food court, at around 8§ p.m.

Witnesses described the chaotic scene,
with people fleeing and seeking safety. De-
spite the incident, the State Fair of Texas
reopened on Sunday, with enhanced secu-
rity measures, including an open-gate
weapons detection system to ensure visi-
tors' safety.

The fair prohibits weapons on its property
but allows exceptions for licensed gun
owners. However, the shooting has raised
concerns about the fair's gun policy, as
some visitors expressed reservations about
attending if guns are allowed on the prem-
ises.

The incident highlights the ongoing debate
and challenges surrounding gun regula-
tions and safety measures at public events.
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Twin Earthquakes Rattle Humboldt
California Coastline

County,

SAM Desk: Humboldt County, nestled along
the picturesque California coastline, was
jolted by two sizable earthquakes on Monday,
October 16, prompting residents and seismol-
ogists to spring into action. While these twin
tremors were felt across the region, no imme-
diate reports of significant damage or injuries
have surfaced. The quakes were a stark re-
minder of the ongoing seismic activity in Cal-
ifornia.

The first earthquake struck at 3:20 a.m., orig-
inating just 12 miles east of Petrolia. This
seismic event had a magnitude of 4.8 and
reached a depth of 19 miles beneath the
Earth's surface. The US Geological Survey re-
ported that over 350 people, scattered as far
away as Mendocino and Crescent City, felt
the tremor.

The second earthquake, with a magnitude of
4.1, occurred just 11 minutes later at 3:31
a.m., originating in the ocean just off the Cal-
ifornia coast. This time, more than 225 indi-
viduals, including residents of Eureka and
McKinleyville, reported feeling the shaking.
The depth of this quake was approximately
14 miles.

Following these twin quakes, a third seismic
event with a magnitude of 3.1 occurred at

6:04 a.m. This quake was centered about 12
miles east of Petrolia, further emphasizing the
region's susceptibility to tectonic activity.

While Californians are no strangers to earth-
quakes, it is essential for residents of earth-
quake-prone areas to remain vigilant, be
prepared, and follow established safety guide-
lines in the event of further seismic activity.
Fortunately, swift actions and adherence to

The location of the
epicenter of the
quake which struck
today, 3/8/2020,
courtesy of the
USGS.

safety measures can help mitigate potential
risks during these natural events.

Humboldt County, located approximately 250
miles northwest of San Francisco, lies within
the seismically active Pacific Ring of Fire.
Given the geographical location and historical
patterns of earthquake activity, residents and
authorities must remain proactive in their
readiness for any future seismic events.
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Kareena Kapoor Khan Shares
(Continued from page 1)

Kareena Kapoor Khan, celebrated for her il-
lustrious career, has had the privilege of
working with all three of the iconic 'Three
Khans of Bollywood'—Salman, Shah Rukh,
and Aamir. In a candid interview with mid-
day, she provided fascinating glimpses into
their distinctive work styles and what sets
them apart.

Kareena praised Shah Rukh Khan as being
'20 years ahead of his time,' attributing his
charisma and unique approach to his enduring
stardom. She described Salman Khan as a
highly confident star who often pretends to be
aloof but possesses sharp awareness and at-

tentiveness. When it came to Aamir Khan,
Kareena emphasized his intense dedication to
his characters and films, occasionally requir-
ing someone to tell him to 'calm down.' She
spoke of how Aamir becomes consumed by
his roles, turning his focus and discussions al-
most entirely toward his work.

Regarding Salman Khan, Kareena remarked,
"His confidence is on another level. It's not
like he isn't aware. He's always a bit like he's
not listening or he's sleeping, but he's listen-
ing to everything. He's as sharp as a knife."
She noted about Aamir, "He becomes ob-
sessed with his character, all he thinks about
is work. He lives with those characters, and
that's all he talks about. That's his personality,
and we love Aamir Khan for that." When

asked if it gets 'unnerving' at times, she men-
tioned that she occasionally has to remind
him to 'calm down' when his immersion be-
comes too intense.

Kareena also praised Shah Rukh Khan, em-
phasizing that he's the 'biggest star India has
ever seen.' She marveled at his exceptional
qualities, describing him as someone who ex-
tends his efforts not only to his character but
to every individual on the set. She acknowl-
edged his multitasking abilities and his capac-
ity to make others feel comfortable in his
presence. Kareena pointed out that despite
Shah Rukh Khan's immense stardom, he has
a kind and caring demeanor, which makes
everyone around him feel at ease.

BNP Publicity Secretary Shahid Uddin
Chowdhury Annie Sent to Jalil

Dhaka Office: In connection with an attack
on police that occurred in front of Dhaka City
College on May 23, a Dhaka court has or-
dered the detention of BNP publicity secre-
tary Shahid Uddin Chowdhury Annie. Dhaka
Metropolitan Magistrate Md Mamunur
Rashid issued the order after Annie was
brought before the court following four days
of remand, as confirmed by a police official
from the court.

The magistrate has also approved a petition
for the proper treatment of Annie inside the
jail.

Annie was initially placed on a four-day re-
mand by another Dhaka court on October 11,
following a seven-day remand request by the
police. On the same day, he was arrested at
his Dhanmondi residence in connection with
the case filed at Dhanmondi Police Station on
May 24.
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California's Wettest Year on Record
Brings Relief and New Concerns

1
. 3

I P T e e ; W . .
Mark Abramson for The New York Times




The South Asian Mail International 32

The best way to resolve the
Hamas hostage crisis
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Aasha Home Care Hosts Dream Frame
Service Nazrul Sangeet Musical Event

¢ N - ' ;
President & CEO Aakash Rahman and Chairman Esha Rahman hand- : » . "
ing a Letter of Acknowledgement to Dr. Nirupoma Rahman Dr. Nirupoma Rahman on the stage, at Aasha Party Hall in Jamaica

L 8

SAM Desk: On Sunday night, Aasha Home was later awarded with a Letter of Acknowl- beauty of Nazrul Sangeet, and there were

Care hosted a Nazrul Sangeet musical event edgement by the President and CEO of Aasha many people at the event that came to relish
at Aasha Party Halll in Jamaica. Dr. Home Care, Aakash Rahman, and Chairman, the evening with their loved ones and

Nirupoma Rahman was the performer, who Esha Rahman. It was night to celebrate the friends."
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President and CEO of Aasha Home Care, Aakash Rahman watching the performance with the guests
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Chairman of Aasha Home Cai:é, Esha Rahman watching-the perfo
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Will Smith Breaks Silence on
Separation from Jada Pinkett Smit
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Course on Taylor Swift's Lyrics

Entertainment Desk: The University of
Texas at Austin has introduced an intriguing
literary course titled "The Taylor Swift Song-
book" for Fall 2022. Taught by Dr. Elizabeth
Scala, the course delves into literary studies
and research methods, utilizing Taylor Swift's
lyrics as the foundation for teaching a range
of literary skills. English Professor Elizabeth
Scala clarified that she selected Taylor Swift's
songwriting for literary analysis because
"Taylor Swift writes her own lyrics." The
course emphasizes the examination of Taylor

Swift's songs as literary writings and how the
artist employs traditional poetic devices, fig-
ures, and tropes in her work. It is not centered
on celebrity or fame. According to the official
course description, students will explore top-
ics such as gender, authenticity, authorship,
and the influence of readers and fans on artists
and writers. The course requires students to
engage with Taylor Swift's recent albums, in-
cluding "Red (Taylor's Version)," "Lover,"
"Folklore," and "Evermore," but also encour-
ages discussions on her older songs.

This course represents an innovative ap-
proach to exploring contemporary literature
while drawing connections to literary works
from the past. It seeks to underscore the liter-
ary elements within Taylor Swift's songwrit-
ing and her influence on modern literary
culture. The University of Texas has a history
of offering unique courses that blend pop cul-
ture and academics, as previously seen with
the class "Beyoncé Feminism, Rihanna Wom-
anism," which focused on deciphering con-
temporary Black feminism.
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