Co-Creators with God -A Bible Study on
Human Purpose and Divine Partnership

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness... and let them have
dominion...””

— Genesis 1:26 (ESV)

A Simple Prayer to Begin Creating with God

“God, thank You for making me in Your image.

Help me use what You’ve given me—my gifts, time, and resources—to create with You.
Show me how to build what brings You glory and serves others. Let your Holy Spirit be my
guide as | use this resource to study the bible In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

L A Note Before You Begin

This guide is meant to support your personal Bible study—not replace it.

You'll get the most out of this study by reading the Scriptures in your own Bible alongside this printed
guide.

Bring your Bible, a notebook, and an open heart. God speaks through His Word.

Q Overview

Why are we here? What is our purpose as humans?

This study explores God’s original intent for humanity: to reflect His image by creating, building, and
stewarding the world with Him.

We are not the ultimate Creator—God alone creates out of nothing. But as His image-bearers, we are
invited to co-create with Him, using everything He has provided.



GOD (Creator)

JESUS CHRIST HOLY SPIRIT

"The Word through whom "The Helper within us"

all things were made" "Empowers, teaches, convicts”

(John 1:1-3; Col 1:16) (John 14:26; Acts 1:8)

|
I
HUMANS AS CO-CREATORS
"Made in God's image, filled with His Spirit"
(Gen 1:26-28; Eph 2:1@; 1 Cor 3:9)

Steward Creation Build Justice & Beauty

Love & Serve Others
(Gen 2:15) (Micah 6:8) (John 13:34)

CURRENT WORLD IMPACT

"On earth as it is in heaven" (Matt. 6:10)

v
KINGDOM TO COME REALIZED
"New Heaven and Earth—God dwells with us"

(Rev. 21:1-5; Rom. 8:19-21)



_] Notes:

e The diagram places God as the Source, working through Christ and the Holy Spirit.

e Humans partner with God by creating from what He has made—fulfilling a kingdom
role.

e Our actions in the present world directly contribute to preparing for the Kingdom to

come.

Part 1: Created in God’s Image to Create

¢+ Key Verse

“God created man in His own image... male and female He created them. And God blessed
them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and
have dominion...”
— Genesis 1:27-28
¢+ What It Means to Be a Co-Creator
e God creates from nothing (ex nihilo) — Genesis 1:1

e Humans create from what God has made — Genesis 2:15, Exodus 31:3-5

e We are designed to build culture, families, art, systems, and solutions—in dependence on God.

“By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations... through knowledge the depths were
divided.” — Proverbs 3:19-20

¢+ Core Themes

e Image-Bearing: We reflect God by being creative, relational, and purposeful.



o Resourcefulness: God gives us materials, minds, and imagination.

® Responsibility: Our creativity must reflect His goodness and wisdom.

¢ How Humans Co-Create

God Creates Humans Co-Create

Light from Lightbulbs, solar power
darkness
Trees Furniture, homes, paper
Time Schedules, rhythms,
holidays

Breath of life Music, poetry, languages
Matter Art, tools, technology

We never create from nothing—but everything we create reflects our Creator when it honors Him.

¢ Reflection Questions

1. What are some ways you’ve used your gifts to build or create something good?

2. Areyou creating in a way that brings life, beauty, or order—like God does?



3. What would it look like to co-create with God in your work, family, or community?

Part 2: Jesus—The Perfect Co-Creator and Restorer

“Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.”
— John 1:3
“He is making all things new.” — Revelation 21:5

+ Jesus and Creation

Jesus is not only Savior—He is Creator and Sustainer.
But He also entered creation as a human to redeem and restore it.

He worked with His hands. He told stories. He healed bodies. He multiplied food. He rebuilt
lives.

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being,
sustaining all things by His powerful word.” — Hebrews 1:3

* How Jesus Restores Our Creative Purpose
Through Christ:

e Our identity as co-creators is restored
e Our creativity is redeemed to serve good, not evil

e Our work becomes worship when aligned with His will

“Whatever you do... do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” — Colossians 3:17




The C.R.E.A.T.E. Framework

Use this to remember your purpose as a co-creator with God:

e C-—Called: You are called by God to cultivate and create (Genesis 1:28).

® R -Resourced: God gives you all you need—time, materials, abilities (2 Peter 1:3).
e E-Empowered: The Holy Spirit fills you with wisdom and skill (Exodus 31:1-5).

e A - Accountable: You steward what God entrusts (Matthew 25:14-30).

o T -Transformative: Your work can reflect God’s goodness and bring healing.

e E - Eternal Impact: What you do in Christ is never in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Creation, Culture, and the Kingdom
® Culture: Christians are called to influence culture through art, work, leadership, and innovation.
e Stewardship: Co-creating includes caring for the earth and its people.

o The Church: The body of Christ is meant to be a creative, renewing force in the world.

“We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works...” — Ephesians 2:10



1.

+ Action Steps

ministry).

#. Identify something you’re building or creating in your life (e.g. a family, business, art,

J Invite God into that process: “Lord, help me create with You, not apart from You.”
@ Share what you’re creating with someone and ask for prayer and wisdom.

| Read Genesis 1-2 and John 1 this week to reflect on God’s creative heart.

Humans as Co-Creators — A Kingdom-Focused Chart

Human Role as Co-Creator

= Build & Create

|, Steward & Care for Earth

@ Serve & Heal

Create Beauty & Culture

Promote Justice & Mercy

®: Speak Truth & Share the
Gospel

@ Innovate & Solve

Problems

@ Build Loving

Relationships

+« Partner with God in

Prayer

Kingdom of God Alignment

"Your Kingdom come... on earth as it is
in heaven." (Matt. 6:10)

"The earth is the Lord's... He entrusted it
to man." (Psalm 24:1, Gen. 2:15)

"Whatever you did for the least... you
did for Me." (Matt. 25:40)

"He has made everything beautiful in its
time." (Eccl. 3:117)

"Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly
with God." (Micah 6:8)

"Proclaim good news to the poor...
freedom for captives.” (Luke 4:18)

“You gave him dominion... and crowned
him with glory." (Psalm 8:5-6)

“Love one another as | have loved you."
(John 13:34)

"The prayers of the righteous are

powerful." (James 5:16)

How It Reduces Suffering

Builds communities, homes, schools, and

safe spaces

Reduces environmental harm, food scarcity,

and disease

Meets practical needs: hunger, illness,

loneliness

Lifts spirits, spreads hope, counters despair

and chaos

Protects the vulnerable, confronts

oppression

Breaks spiritual bondage, gives hope and

identity

Provides solutions to poverty, health, and

education

Heals emotional wounds, restores families

and communities

Invites God's power into broken places and

situations



V£ Final Thoughts

You were made to create with God—not apart from Him.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” — Psalm
127:1

Your creativity is a gift—and when surrendered to God, it becomes a force for life,
healing, and beauty in a broken world.

A Simple Guided Prayer for those in doubt

“God, if You are real, reveal Yourself to me.
| want to know the truth. Jesus, if You are God, show me.
I am willing to follow if You are the way. Help my unbelief. Amen.”

Next Steps

e [ _|Read: Gospel of John
e @ Connect: With other believers
e {2 Belong: Join a Bible-teaching church

° ﬂ Explore: storysharing.life for more help and study tools


http://storysharing.life
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