
The Slight Edge by Jeff Olson (A2 Level) 

ULTIMATE READING 

Teacher Ignacio Chávez 

5/17/20252 min read 

 

The Slight Edge by Jeff Olson was showing how small and simple actions were 
helping people reach big success. The author explained that success was not 
coming from luck or big changes—it came from small, smart things that people were 
doing every day. 

The book taught that anyone could change their life if they were taking small steps in 
the right direction. Success was growing slowly while people were working hard and 
staying consistent. 

1. Small Actions Made Big Changes 

You didn’t need to do something big. You just did something small—like reading, 
walking, or learning—every day. While people were practicing these habits, they 
were getting stronger and better. Even 10 minutes a day was making a difference 
over time. 

“Simple things, done every day, led to success.” 

2. Easy to Do, Easy Not to Do 

The author said that good habits—like reading or eating healthy—were easy to do, but 
also were easy to ignore. When people were skipping these actions, nothing was 
changing immediately. But after many days, their lives were not improving. On the 
other hand, those who were keeping small routines were moving toward success. 



“The little choices you made each day shaped your future.” 

3. The Slight Edge Worked Both Ways 

The “slight edge” meant that every small action was creating progress in one 
direction or another. When people were doing good things, their lives were 
improving. But when they were doing nothing—or negative things—their lives were 
getting harder. 

“You were always going somewhere. Choose the right path.” 

4. Success Took Time 

People didn’t see results right away. Success was taking time, effort, and patience. 
While they were working every day, they were building a better future step by step. 
Jeff Olson reminded readers that they had to trust the process. 

“Big success was the result of small, smart steps over time.” 

5. Stayed Positive and Kept Learning 

People were believing in themselves, reading, and learning from others. While they 
were staying positive, they were growing and improving. The author encouraged 
everyone to keep going, even when things were feeling slow or difficult. 

“Keep learning, keep growing, keep going.” 

Main Ideas 

1. Small actions were creating big results. 

2. Good habits were easy to do, but also easy to forget. 

3. The “slight edge” was working in both directions. 

4. Success was coming slowly, not instantly. 

5. Positive thinking was helping people stay strong. 

Final Message 
The Slight Edge was teaching that success wasn’t about doing one big thing—it was 
about doing small, right things every day. When people were taking little steps in the 
right direction, they were moving closer to their goals. 
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