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triple subjection, Deleuze introduces a metaphysics of the real yet

incorporeal event (the virtual), which is consequently irreducible to
a physics oÍ the world (the actual). Rather than a phenomenology of

signification based on the subject (sense-bestowing), there is a logic

of neutral meaning (affect/affordance). Finally, the raising up oÍ the

conceptual future in a past essence (being) is rejected in Íavour oÍ a

thought of the present inÍinitive (becoming). Consequently, the Ai\A
prerogative is to renounce any order of preference, any organisation

in relation to goal, any signiÍication.'t) lt is the Íuture that perverts

the past.

The square itself was not really a square; it was a circle and it
was constructed to give the trams oÍ the Budapesti Kózlekedési

Vállalat a wide enough radius to turn on their way back to the

city. lt also functioned as the terminal station for a couple of
lines. You would love this place, precisely because it was not

the sort of space you could easily hate and discard. Reminiscent

oÍ its socialist nature, the little concrete waiting area structure
- practically untouched by graffiti - as neutral as it could be.

It evoked neither feelings oÍ attraction nor of repulsion. The
sun was shining and yet it was open to ha,ven anyone in need

of shelter at any given time. lt offered a place of shelter even

beÍore there was any need of shelter; the pioto-shelter as an

aÍfordance of shelter. At this moment it was empty oÍ people, but

that could change as soon as the next tram arrived.
The orange-white of the tramcars was separated by a red

horizontal stripe, bringing uniformity to the circular blocks
surrounding the calmness oÍ the green, bushy centerÍield.
lmages they were, rather than objecis. As Augé would have it,

"Words and images in transii ihrough non-places can take root
in the - still diverse -places where people still ky to consiruct
part oÍ their daily liÍe."14) As we siood motionless, the trams
lost their perspective entirely. And as they were stationary as
well, they lost their main purpose too. Somewhere in the power

station oÍ Ujpest (or in any other, for that matter), the needle of
one of the many indicators would have resisted to change its
position simply because the tram had stopped moving; so small
would the change in amperage be.

It was a place of transformation, in fact a place of transduction,
a place where pedestrians became tramway-riders, where they
went from upright-walk io seated-ride, where they transduced
Írom being selÍ-propelled into controlled-driven, from home-
closeness to transit-distance. Wherever they went, they would
have to transduce yet again to be able to interact with their
point of designation. They might shortly become upright-walkers
again, only to convert into seated-workers or stand-up-sales-
people Íor the rest of the day. Yet there would be no reason
to classiÍy this place with its very specific charm - despite its
Íunction -as a non-place. According to Augé:

Since non-places are the space of supermodernity,
supermodernity cannot aspire to the same ambitions as
modernity. When individuals come together, they engender the
social and organize places. But the space of supermoderniiy
is inhabited by this contradiction: it déals only with individuals
(customers, passengers, users, listeners), but they are identiÍied
(name, occupation, place of birth, address) only on entering
or leaving- Since non-places are the space of supermodernity,
this paradox has to be explained: it seems that the social
game is being played elsewhere than in the forward posts of
contemporaneity.l5)

Actually, quite the opposite was happening. The encounter
with the young woman had suddenly charged our being there
with a very intense social energy, not necessarily in a positive

way. "The Category of Subjective lntensity. The subjective aim,

whereby there is origination of feeling, is at intensity of Íeeling
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in the immediate subject, and in the relevant future".'6) We had

become part of a new assemblage. The event had emerged as a

singularity in.the midst of which was our gÍoup of four. Limitless

and scaleless. The situation was too complex to explain to the

children, even iÍ we limited the description to the actual issue at

hand (why this woman would be asking me for money). Probably

the fact that I was accompanied by children was what staded it,

assuming that it was regarded as an act oÍ responsibility rather

ihan something dodgy. The biological component meant that
I could not preclude my own involvement in the emergence of
the event. Especially so since I found her rather attractive and

would have tried my chance in almost any other circumstance.

Last but certainly not least, there was a distinct possibility that I

had behaved as an irresponsible bastard (mind the pun) in the
past so that, holistically speaking, I could be held as responsible

for this child as its biological father. Rather fitting for this setting

actually, as it was a place of transduction.

Can one talk about a place iÍ the place itself does not afford

a place-ability, in other words, if it does not afford itself to
territorialisation as a place. lf it does not lend itself to an identity,

adopting a name of its own, Íather than being named after its
function, as the end oÍ line 41 . Or to put it in the words oÍ Neo

Rauch:

I have never attempted to 'de-Germanise' my work. Besides,
people mostly have only a rough idea of what socialist realism is.
I'm not trying to dodge the issue, but I think that they reach this
conclusion because they know that I come from East Germany.
They might reach the same conclusion by looking at the work oÍ
Raymond Pettibon and Michaël Borremans."
lnterviewer: This misunderstanding is surely a result of the age-
old opposition between abstraction and representation, which
you have satirised, Íor example, in Unertráglicher Naturalismus
flntolerable Naturalism], 1998, and Abstraktion, 2005. Why are
people in Germany so ready to associate this conflict with you?
Rauch: lam repeatedly told that lhave a problem with
abstraction. This is nonsense, I only have a problem with bad
pictures.tT)

3 Asignifying Sign: To Have Done with the Linguistic Turn

Semiotics is only one oÍ the many regimes of signs and certainly
not the most important one for architecture- After all, natural stimuli

cannot be understood by analogy and with reÍerence to socially
coded stimuli, for that would be like putting the cart beÍore the
horse.tt)A sign, according to Spinoza, can have several meanings,

but it is always an effect. An effect is first of all the trace of one body

upon another, the state of a body insofar as it suÍfers the action of
another body. Therefore, for the AAA, singularities come before
identities and participation precedes cognition.

We are thus to deÍine a body noi by its Íorm, nor by its organs

or functions, but by its capacity for affecting or being affected.ls)
The limit of something is the limit of its action and not the outline

oÍ its figure. Deleuze gives an example which, at first, seems
counterintuitive and proves just how much we are accustomed to
Aristotelian categorisation (genera and species). There are greater

differences between a work-horse and a race-horse than between

an ox and a work-horse. This is because neither the race-horse nor

the work-horse has the same affects or the same capacity for being

affected; the work-horse has more affects in common with the ox.

Things are no longer defined by a qualitative essence, 'man as a
reasonable animal', but a quantifiable power.

At this moment the little square had become a space oÍ transÍer,

or as Abbas says about Hong Kong, it 'is not so much a place

as a space of transit'.2o) lf space is a derivative of motion and
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seat. They had already assumed the position oÍ the seated-
rider, although technically they had not actually Íansduced yet.
They were proto-seated-riders, because the tram provided this
affordance. ln fact, it aÍforded what the small concrete tram
shelter could not, although it had been designed for precisely
that. lts reliable (stationary and sheltered) wait-ability had lost
the affection of passengers to the affordance oÍ temporary-wait-
with-the-certainty-not-to-missthe-tram-ability. What it signiÍies
is that a mode of existence never pre-exists an event. The
recurring dilemma in design, action on action, not action on
obiect. -Das geht alles von lhrer Zeiï ab.3or We are never apart
Írom the world inside Rauch's painting, rather it is the painting
that makes us part of it. Just like Chungking Mansions. By no
means are we the outsiders, we are never innocent. We are life
forms.
Abbas sees Hong Kong as a place of disappearance, Déjà
Disparu. ln that case it is not about space, it is about time. This
is what Abbas has to say on Kar -wai's 'Days of being Wild'; '"fhe
film does not give us Hong Kong in the sixties viewed from the
nineties, but another more labile structure: the nineties are to
the sixties as the sixties are to an earlier mornent, and so on and
on."ts) lt is relationality that affords disappearanóe. ln the words
oÍ Ticineto Clough:

The imaginary does not lust belong to the subject or even to the
subject's body. The imaginary is part of a machinic assemblage,
which may include the subject, but does not do so necessarily.
As Pearson argues, Deleuze treats memory not as regressive
but as creative, a shiÍt 'from its function as a psychological
faculty oÍ recollection'. Memory is conceived as the membrane
that allows for correspondence between sheets oÍ past and
layers of reality, making insides and outsides communicate, with
the potential to swerve to the future. Memory intervenes and
intensifies, opening up new paths.36'

There was a sound on the other end. lt was industrial, non-
descript, it had nothing to do with us. Yet it had broken the
tension, interrupted the flow of desire. She blinked and
immediately Kairos folded in and synched with Chronos. Protect
me from what I want. Before any oÍ the children had had the
chance to ask what was going on, it was already over. Déjà
Disparu. Absolve yourself. I did not give her any money. lt was
about scalelessness; being the universal and individual singular
at once, the affect, rather than afÍection. This square (which is
not a square) is most likely a place of becoming; its narrative is
a consequence, contingently obligatory. This story is genuine;
its narrative is a consequence - contingently obligatory - oÍ the
affordance of telling. We can start here. I
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